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It takes a machine 

this green
to clean laundry 
this white

Miele Professional laundry solutions 
meet the strictest standards of both 

engineered to keep producing perfect 
results – wash after wash, year after 
year – which means a low lifetime 

solutions and simplicity of use, a 

Call 0844 209 8342 or visit
www.miele-professional.co.uk
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Time to engage with the modular 
construction industry
Alison Stickland at Rollalong Ltd talks about how the different sectors of
construction are looking into resolving their future requirements with the
most efficient and cost effective option available  – modular building

Management school building is versatile, 
vibrant and good value
Conceived as decant accommodation, Lancaster University’s Charles Carter
Building has become a star in its own right, as James Pringle explains 

Taking care by design
A new care home has been designed to create a luxurious environment for
residents and to help those who suffer from dementia. Mark Smulian hears
how Sanctuary Care did this

Getting the specification right for off-mains drainage
Katherine Jennings, WPL UK domestic & commercial sales manager discusses
the options for off-mains drainage installation

Industry News
Events
CPD Focus

Editor’s Focus 

Groundworks
Structural Elements
External Fixtures
Insulation
Heating, Ventilation & Services
Interiors
Disabled Products & Services
Safety & Security
Landscaping & External Works 

Classified & Directory

C
ov
er
 im

ag
e:
 C
ha
rle

s 
C
ar
te
r

Bu
ild
in
g, 
La
nc
as
te
r 
U
ni
ve
rs
ity
,

©
 Jo

hn
 M

cA
sla
n 
+
 P
ar
tn
er
s

Se
e 
pa
ge
 2
4 
fo
r 
de
ta
ils

24

36

43

53

60

65

4
10
17

20

42
52
46
55
55
58
60
64
59

67

10 Downing Street leads 
the way at the BREEAM
Awards 2013

Ab Rogers divulges his 
ideas and plans for the May
Design Series

Falls in construction output
point to poor Q1

2013 Civic Trust Awards
winners revealed
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Platform lifts and the disabled access market 
Craig Merry, director at Invalifts Limited discusses the choices there are
when specifying a platform lift

SAFETY & SECURITY: SMOKE & FIRE PROTECTION

Effective smoke ventilation design – compliance is critical 
Will Perkins, group managing director of smoke and natural ventilation specialist 
SE Controls, looks at building design and the legislative framework together with some 
of the obligations and issues they raise
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10-12 Downing Street, the building
complex that includes the home of the
British Prime Minister, is one of 17
international buildings to receive
BREEAMAwards at Ecobuild.
The Downing Street complex had 

its sustainability assessed under the
BREEAM In-Use scheme for existing
buildings, and this year receives a special
award for the building that has made
the most improvement year-on-year in
its BREEAM In-Use performance.
Other BREEAM Award winners range
from Victorian terrace homes in
Manchester and industrial buildings in
Wigan, to office and retail develop-
ments in Paris, London and Istanbul.
“Statistics released at the end of 2012

for BREEAM suggest that developers
and owners are continuing to treat 
sustainability as a priority, despite the
tough economic climate,” says Richard

Hardy, managing director of BRE
Global, which develops and manages
BREEAM. “They show that 2012 was
a record year for BREEAM registra-
tions and certifications. Since 1998
BREEAM has certified more than
16,000 projects, equating to over
250,000 buildings and in excess of 45
million sq m of floor area.”
“We believe that one of the reasons

for this continuing commitment to
making buildings more sustainable,”
says Hardy, “is the growing evidence
that the greater efficiency and quality
associated with sustainability is also
helping to make such buildings more
commercially successful.”
The BREEAM Awards pay tribute 

to the outstanding skill and determina-
tion of the building owners, developers,
project teams and assessors who are
setting new standards in sustainability.

All of the award-winning buildings
achieved at least an Excellent rating,
which requires a BREEAM score of 
70 per cent or above, with an increasing
number reaching the 85 per cent that’s
needed for Outstanding.
The very wide range of building types

receiving awards reflects the expansion
of BREEAM from its original focus on
new buildings, to existing buildings in-
use, refurbishment projects and commu-
nity level masterplanning. It also reflects
BREEAM’s increasing international
influence, with awards going to build-
ings in Belgium, France and Turkey.
In addition to the building awards,

there are also assessor, auditor and
country first awards. For the full list of
winners, please visit the ADF news blog
http://adf-news.blogspot.co.uk/ and
enter Ref: 28932 

Mersey Care Development Company,
a consortium comprising Bilfinger
Project Investments, gbpartnerships/
Assura Group and Liverpool and
Sefton Health Partnerships (LSHP),
has reached financial close for
Mersey Care NHS Trust’s new spe-
cialist health facility at Walton in
Liverpool. The former Walton
Hospital site will be transformed into
a £28 million new mental health 

in-patient facility providing 85 single
occupancy bedrooms with en-suite
bathrooms to facilitate best practice
in modern mental health care. Each 
of the five wards is supported by its
own dedicated therapeutic and safe
courtyard facilities as well as light,
airy communal areas. Critical to the
process was aligning the develop-
ment scheme with the affordability
of the service provision.

Financial close reached for 
Walton Hospital site

AWARDS

HOSPITAL SCHOOLS

10 Downing Street leads the way at the BREEAM Awards 2013

Parsons Brinckerhoff has secured a sig-
nificant contract, through its partner
Sir Robert McAlpine, to undertake the
multi-disciplinary design of nine new
schools in the north east under the UK
government’s Priority Schools Building
Programme. The Priority Schools
Building Programme follows on from
the Building Schools for the Future
(BSF) initiative that operated between
2007 and 2010. 
David Luscombe, director of Parsons

Brinckerhoff ’s UK Sustainable Building
Services, says:  “This is a very important
win for us in an area where we now 
have considerable specialist design
expertise.  We have worked very closely
with Sir Robert McAlpine for many
years delivering high quality educa-
tional facilities and this was clearly
recognised in the government’s selec-
tion process, which used competitive
dialogue to select the best team as well
as to secure best value.” 

Parsons Brinckerhoff
to design 9 schools
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After winning an international competi-
tion, OMA has been announced as 
masterplanners for Airport City, a new
10km2 development where 200,000
people will live and work, linking the
new Hamad International Airport with
the city of Doha, Qatar. OMA’s master-
plan is a series of four circular districts
along a spine parallel to the HIA
runways, intended to create a strong
visual identity and districts with unique
identities. Phase One of the 30-year 
masterplan, which links airside and land-
side developments for business, logistics,
retail, hotels, and residences, will be
mostly complete in time for the 2022
World Cup, hosted by Qatar.
Rem Koolhaas commented: “We are

delighted and honored to participate in
the exciting growth of Doha, in a project
that is perhaps the first serious effort 
anywhere in the world to interface
between an international airport and the
city it serves.” 
Partner-in-charge Iyad Alsaka com-

mented: “Doha’s Airport City is an
important addition to the realization of
OMA’s work in urbanism and will incor-
porate unprecedented transport plan-
ning opportunities; we look forward to
collaborating with the HIA to meet the
objectives of this ambitious project.”
Each district of Airport City will be

unique within the masterplan’s overall
identity. The Business District will centre
on a major new transport hub linking
with greater Doha; the Aviation Campus
will accommodate office headquarters

and educational facilities for aviation
authorities; the Logistics District will
provide cargo and warehousing facilities;
and the Residential District, adjacent to
the new Doha Bay Marina, will accom-
modate future employees. A Green Spine
connects the districts, echoing their indi-
vidual identities as it runs north-south.
The landscaping scheme, developed by
Michel Desvigne, is a new public space
for Doha that will be used by residents
and tourists. A network of public spaces,
gardens and plazas will stretch across the
site, surrounded by a ‘Desert Park’.
The competition team was led by

OMA partners Iyad Alsaka, Reinier 

de Graaf, Rem Koolhaas and OMA
Associate Katrin Betschinger in collabo-
ration with engineering consultants,
WSP. The Airport City masterplan 
and development of its individual 
elements is being led by partner-in-
charge Iyad Alsaka, project director
Slavis Poczebutas and associate Katrin
Betschinger. Before the 2022 World
Cup, Airport City infrastructure and
utilities will be completed along with 
the Western Taxiway and Aircraft
Parking System adjacent to the HIA
second runway, the HIA Visa Building,
and the visual concept planning of the
future transport hub.

OMA masterplans for HIA Airport in Doha, Qatar

Scan the code with your
mobile phone using QR
code software to view
the latest news feed from
www.adfonline.eu
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WALLTITE® Insulation Fact No. 2

Quick to install insulation
An experienced FoamMaster team can insulate up to
100m2 of residential roofing, to Building Regulations
standard, in one day. It also cures rapidly hence no
waiting time for follow-on trades – and less wastage
on site.

Find out more... www.walltite.basf.co.uk

AIRPORT

http://www.basf.co.uk


Choice is what
sets us apart.
The right choice helps you achieve your perfect finish. Whether the requirement is
attractive design, lean costs, high performance or minimal environmental impact; 
our diverse product range ensures the perfect fit and finish:

• Elite Systems offer accredited performance and a 25 year system guarantee

• Bespoke architectural fabrications and highly attractive LINEAR rainscreen facades
provide the ultimate in visual design

• Secret fix roofs can be rolled at roof eaves in continuous lengths

• Standing seam offers the flexibility of aluminium with outstanding acoustics

• Vieo is a cost-effective, traditional-style roof; ideal for feature and domestic roofs

• With integrated renewable technologies such as transpired solar collectors,
photovoltaic panels and solar water heating systems.

We’ve evolved our business and product range over the last 30 years so that we can
advise on potential cost savings and provide guidance on fire, thermal and acoustic
performance, whilst minimising environmental impacts.

And we can also help you achieve a building solution that is CarbonNeutral®. Elite is 
an approved cladding system for Confidex Sustain®, exclusively from Tata Steel, using
Colorcoat HPS200 Ultra® or Colorcoat Prisma®.

Don’t be spoilt for choice; achieve the perfect fit and finish by calling us, sending us
an email or just have a look at our website to find out more.

Wentloog Corporate Park Cardiff CF3 2ER  
T: 029 2079 0722  E: sales@euroclad.com  I: www.euroclad.com
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Colorcoat HPS200 Ultra, 
Colorcoat Prisma and Confidex
Sustain are registered trademarks
of Tata Steel UK Limited.
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In 2012 Kidderminster College
approached architectural and interior
designers McAndrew Watts to trans-
form the entrance area of the building
into an inspirational learning space 
for students.
The design brief that McAndrew

Watts received from the college was a
no holds barred brief to transform the
environment for students. 
Founder of McAndrew Watts, Ian

Watts commented on the brief: “The
first thing we gauged when we entered
Kidderminster was that the reception
space was very dark and intimidating
with very little natural daylight. On top
of this the area was simply trying to do
too much; it was operating as a recep-
tion area, canteen, a learning resource
area, a waiting room, and a support and
information desk. It was just like being
in a bus station rather than being a
social space for students and staff to
interact. Space has a great a psycholog-
ical impact on you. If it is a bright or
intimate space it automatically changes
your feelings and emotions about the
environment. We set out to inspire and
create enthusiasm in the students
through the space we created.”
The ideas for the redesign were

quite radical. The building was effec-
tively a courtyard around an external

space with a tensile fabric structure
filling the space at the upper levels.
The central core on the ground floor
consisted of the reception with a flat
solid roof and there was no focal point
to the building as a whole. McAndrew
Watts decided that this needed to 
be taken out to open up the whole
area. They raised the roof so every
window would look onto the space
and replaced the solid roof with a
glazed structure. This transformed the
whole building enabling natural light
to spill down through the centre of the
building, penetrating the corridors
that run around the area. To maximise
the effect of the natural lighting, the
finish was kept to a blank neutral
canvas to play on this.

COLLEGE

Transformation of Kidderminster
College entrance promotes learning

The University of Leicester’s plans to
provide the city with a new home for
contemporary visual arts have taken a
significant step forward with the news
that Arts Council England has agreed
to provide £600,000 towards the
capital costs of the project.
The New Galleries Wing will be 

an extension to Embrace Arts, the
University’s inclusive, multi-use arts
venue at the Richard Attenborough
centre on Lancaster Road. It will
provide a number of interlinked
spaces, all open to the general public,
to showcase the best in contemporary
visual art and sculpture.
It is hoped the new wing will be

opened by early 2015, subject to the
University of Leicester raising the
remaining £900,000 of the £1.5
million cost.
The extension to Embrace Arts will

provide an additional 400 sq m of
gallery space, increasing the size of the
building by 50 per cent. The building
was the result of a campaign led by
Lord Attenborough. 
“We are one of only two purpose-

built accessible arts centres in the East
Midlands for the promotion of arts
and disability,” said Embrace Arts co-
director Michaela Butter. “This new
development will similarly be fully
accessible and use the latest in tech-
nology, enabling disabled and non-
disabled audiences to enjoy the very
best of the contemporary arts in new
and exciting ways.”
Eric Rosoman of The Great

Central Gallery & Studios said: “This
new gallery space will help to bridge
the gap between local artist-run spaces
and museum exhibitions. We look
forward to their exhibitions with
interest and excitement.”

GOVERNMENT

FUNDING

Government should
take action now or risk
widespread poorly
planned development
say CPRE...
Ref: 55022

BREEAM helps deliver
Antwerp’s green city
ambitions...
Ref: 17960 

Kingston University
students displayed a
nine-metre high replica
cathedral spire at
Ecobuild...
Ref: 50400

Grant Associates and
CCHE Architecture et
Design SA are to design
a new international
academy in Switzerland
for GEMS Education...
Ref: 54370

Visit adf-news.blogspot.co.uk
and enter the reference num-
ber to view more information

news bytes

£600,000 boost
for University of
Leicester’s New
Galleries Appeal

RIBA welcomes government action to enable
pension fund investment in new homes
The government have announced that
it will permit councils to invest twice
as much of their pension fund assets in
building more homes and infrastruc-
ture from 1 April. The announcement
made by Local government Minister
Brandon Lewis on March 8 directly
reflects the recommendation made
after a year-long study by the Future
Homes Commission. The Commission
proposed that money from local
authorities’ pension funds should be
used to create a £10 billion Local

Housing Development Fund, which
would build mixed-tenure housing in
communities suffering from a shortage
without increasing the government
deficit. Following a consultation the
Government has decided that the
current limit of 15 per cent was an
unnecessary obstacle for authorities
seeking to invest in infrastructure. The
rules have been changed to enable
councils to invest through limited
partnerships up to thirty per cent of
their holdings.



reader
enquiry

103

http://www.foldingslidingdoors.com


respond online at www.adfonline.eu

9news

Keppie Design has
completed and handed
over the new Anne
Rowling Regenerative
Neurology Clinic...
Ref: 39899 

Students of architecture
globally have the
opportunity to enter 
a green building 
competition run by
Armstrong Ceilings...
Ref: 28307 

RIBA President
demands commitment
to UK construction
investment in 2013
Budget...
Ref: 43085

Prominent Yorkshire
landmark, once dubbed
Harrogates’ ugliest
building, has interior
reinvented by SoVibrant
Ref: 38427 

Healthcare Estates
launch a website...
Ref: 61854

Do architects and 
planners deserve 
praise or criticism for
the quality of new 
buildings in Chester’s 
historic centre?
Ref: 32396

WWW.PLANNINGPIPE.CO.UK

A recent Home Building Federation
(HBF) report pointed to a surge in 
residential planning approvals towards
the end of 2012 – up over 60 per cent
on the number of units approved last
year. HBF members are primarily drawn
from the largest developers but plan-
ning regime changes have of course also
been helping developers of far more
modest schemes.
This unusually stark piece of good

news from out of the planning system
has come from a number of factors:
• Actual Planning Reform: There has
been, without doubt, a genuine shift
in the balance in favour of developers
since the start of planning reforms in
March 2012. Even the HBF goes as
far as to say there has been a ‘potential
improvement’ in the planning system.

• Perceived Planning Reform: Many
developers perceive a more positive
planning regulatory environment and

are simply submitting more schemes 
for consideration. With an average 83
per cent approval rate for residential
schemes – more submissions lead to
more approvals. 

• More Positive Economy: Whether
real or perceived, highly incentivised 
or illusionary, there has been more 
optimism than pessimism about the
prospects going forward for the
housing sector. More confidence
means more proposals and hence
more approvals.
Proposals for mega housing schemes

attract headlines and opposition
Facebook groups but are by no means
the only bell-weather for measuring the
prospects for the construction industry.
Around 90 per cent of planning

applications involve less than 10 units.
There were nearly 5,500 proposals for
projects under 10 units submitted for
planning approval to local authorities
across the UK during January and
February. It is this large volume of small
schemes that have arguably benefitted
the most from a more benign planning
and economic backdrop.
The big news is that the smaller scale

residential project pipeline remains 
consistent and robust. And while a 
comparative trend analysis of smaller
schemes is less established, there is good
evidence of positive pipeline growth
built up over recent months. The
further good news is that smaller proj-
ects form the primary basis for future
jobs for tens of thousands of small 
and medium sized contractors and 

construction supply firms across the UK. 
However, like it or not – and many

environmental groups don’t – it is 
less than 10 per cent of schemes that
propose to contribute over 85 per cent
of the UK’s new housing units.
That statistic is the reason why the

political and media will continue to
focus around the mega projects and the
large housing developers.
Smaller schemes produce the over-

whelming majority of tender opportu-
nities, benefit from reduced lead time in
both planning and financing and can
even attract the support of environ-
mental groups. Could the construction
industry help itself a little bit more by
focusing a lot more on smaller residen-
tial schemes?
Paul Graham is managing director of

Planning Pipe – online provider of
bespoke new construction sales leads
and new construction project data.

Finalists for the 41st Veuve Clicquot Business Woman Award 2013 were announced on 8 March, bringing together
shining examples of female entrepreneurship and business success. This year’s finalists span a wide range of sectors, from
architecture and design to beauty and retail as well as renewable energy, demonstrating far reaching female success is in
the UK. The winner of the Veuve Clicquot Business Woman Award will be announced at a high-profile Champagne
reception at The Ballroom at Claridge’s, London on the 22 April. The finalists are, in alphabetical order:
Thea Greene, Founder, Nails Inc
Zaha Hadid, Founder, Zaha Hadid  
Dorothy Thompson, CEO, Drax

Visit adf-news.blogspot.co.uk
and enter the reference num-
ber to view more information

news bytes

Detailed Plans: 
New Housing Projects
January - February 2013

2-9 Units
36%

10-49 Units
6%

Over 50 
Units
2%

Single Build
56%

Detailed Plans: New Units
January - February 2013

Single Build
8%

2-9 Units
19%

10-49 Units
20%

Over 50 Units
53%

Taking care of the under 10s

enq. 601
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The easy way to cut through the red tape
The Eco Technology Show 2013 takes place at The Brighton Centre on 14-15 June
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In association with The Bournemouth
& Poole College, Save Energy Group
organised the second in a series of joint
events for the professional develop-
ment of architects and developers on
the subject of renewable technologies. 
The sessions are designed to arm

industry professionals with the tools
and knowledge that will assist them 
in putting an environmental stamp on
the homes and commercial buildings
of tomorrow.
The new ￡1.2 million STEM

Centre at The College’s North Road
Campus in Poole, Dorset proved a
dynamic venue for the event.
Attendee and member of The

Green Knowledge Network, Sam

Flavel from Climateq commented:
“The new STEM Centre will not only
be a superb training facility for those
wishing to pursue careers within the
environmental sector, but also offers a
valuable resource for local businesses
seeking training and advice on the
latest energy saving and renewable
technologies. Just what the area needs
to further secure its position as the
emerging green capital of the country.”
The College renewable energy 

lecturer, Steve Stafford, began the first 
of the presentations covering solar PV,
solar thermal, heat pumps, rainwater
harvesting, voltage optimisation and
electric vehicle charging points. Steve
was followed by Save Energy’s Jason

Adams on the subject of The Code of
Sustainable Homes and the com-
panies commercial business manager,
Wolf Dietrich, on the benefits of
including renewables early in the
design process for better integration
and reduced costs.
The company then shared recent

installations, including work with The
Crown Estate in Blandford Forum
and Colmar Construction’s in-roof
solar PV system on new builds at
Canford Cliffs in Poole, Dorset.
The next event will be hosted at

Save Energy’s showroom in Poole,
Dorset and places can be booked via
lynda.sparks@saveenergygroup.co.uk

Save Energy Group Present to Architects & Developers
on RenewableTechnologies

events

Ingleton Wood has
launched its own

BREEAM website...
Ref: 53863 

Plans approved for
redevelopment of 

26-48 Oxford Street...
Ref: 98252

University academics
celebrate publication 
of book on the Blitz

and its legacy...
Ref: 80909

Architecture students
from University of
Nottingham get 

their hands dirty to
boost rural South
African village...

Ref: 66446 

Construction sector
sees encouraging signs
of growth in Green

Deal scheme...
Ref: 13989 

Saint-Gobain launches
inspirational new

Innovation Centre on
Great Portland Street...

Ref: 59745 

Visit adf-news.blogspot.co.uk
and enter the reference num-
ber to view more information

news bytes

enq. 602

To be an architect these days is challenging. The plethora of
regulations and red tape, increasingly related to environmen-
tal impacts, makes it tough to stay on top of what’s permitted
and what’s not.
No sooner have you got your head around Planning

Policy Guidance Notes, the 14 parts of the Building
Regulations and the Code for Sustainable Homes then it’s
time to tackle Lifetime Homes, Secured by Design and
British Standards. Yet these are only some of the rules and
guidelines architects face.
Of course, there’s a debate about whether there is too

much red tape in the UK  – part of RIBA’s ongoing 
exhibition, Venice Takeaway: Ideas to Change British
Architecture, features Liam Ross’ and Tolulope Onabolu’s
assessment of what we can learn from the less regulated
building sector of Lagos, Nigeria.
But for now at least, regulations are an integral feature of

construction in this country. What architects have to do,
therefore, is to stay on top of them, pass on in clear terms
what new and existing rules mean to clients, and ensure they
know about and understand the latest construction tech-
nologies and products.

The Eco Technology Show 2013 places education and
networking at the heart of its two-day exhibition (14-15
June – Friday is trade, Saturday is for the public) to help
architects achieve these objectives.
After a successful debut last year, which saw more than

4,000 visitors interact with 115 exhibitors, this year’s 

show has switched to a central Brighton venue with a host
of new features.
The Advisory Hub is one such innovation. This is a series

of bookable meetings allowing, for example, architects to
talk to experts about the latest regulations and incentives.
Through its conference and two-day seminar programme,

The Eco Technology Show gives legislative, regulatory and
market context to the products and services on offer.
Conference topics this year include: the Green Deal for
SMEs – Green Deal installer courses and benefits of SMEs
working together; Building Information Management
(BIM) what you need to know; and Planning regulations in
the context of energy efficiency & renewable energy, permit-
ted development & conservation areas.
“The Eco Technology Show is a must-attend for archi-

tects who are serious about taking their business to the next
level,” says Nicola Gunstone commercial director of The Eco
Technology Show. “It gives them the chance to interact with
buyers, sellers and members of the public, and provides the
information they need to thrive in a competitive sector.”

Go to www.ecotechnologyshow.co.uk and 
register for your free ADF ticket now, quoting
promotional cod  e ADF01

See www.ecotechnologyshow.co.uk for more 
details. The RIBA exhibition runs until 27 April

http://www.saveenergygroup.co.uk/
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eventsAWARDS

Greenbuild Awards
8 May, Manchester
www.greenbuildawards.co.uk

OAS Development Awards
14 June, London
www.oasdevelopmentawards.co.uk

CONFERENCES & SEMINARS

Fabric First Event 
27 February, Solihull
www.fabricfirstevent.co.uk

BFE UK
7 May, London
www.bfeuk.com

Design in Mental Health Conference
and Exhibition
14 - 15 May, Birmingham
www.designinmentalhealth.com

Healthcare Schools & Secure
Environments
3 - 4 July, Harrogate
www.ascentevents.co.uk/hsse-events.php

EXHIBITIONS

Prototyping Architecture 
Until 20 March, London
www.buildingcentre.co.uk/events/

We Made That – The Open Office 
Until 22 March, London
www.architecturefoundation.org.uk

Ensuite by Catherine Anyango 
3 - 20 April, London
www.rocalondongallery.com

Venice Takeaway: 
Ideas to Change British Architecture
26 February - 27 April, London
www.architecture.com/whatson/

Light Show
Until 28 April, London
www.southbankcentre.co.uk/whatson

The Banality of Good: 
Six decades of New Towns, 
Architects, Money and Politics 
25 March - 10 May, London
www.architecture.com/whatson/

Flow Fields, Architecture Association
Inter-professionals Studio 
29 April - 18 May, London
www.rocalondongallery.com

Chromazone: Colour in Contemporary
Architecture 
Until 21 July, London
www.vam.ac.uk

Project Space: Ruins in Reverse
Until 24 June, London
www.tate.org.uk

Designs of the Year 2013
20 March - 7 July, London
http://designmuseum.org/exhibitions/

FESTIVALS

EDIT by designjunction 
9 - 14 April, Milan
http://thedesignjunction.co.uk/milan/

National Self Build Week (NSBW) 
4 - 12 May
www.nasba.org.uk/nsbw/

Clerkenwell Design Week 
21 - 23 May, London
www.clerkenwelldesignweek.com

London Design Festival
14 - 22 September, London
www.londondesignfestival.com

SHORT COURSE

Cast Concrete Surfaces + Formed
Concrete Finishes
8 April, London
www.buildingcentre.co.uk/events/

TALKS, LECTURES & DEBATES

Dream Builders: Norman Foster, 
9 April, London
www.architecture.com/whatson/

Energy Conversations – Beyond 
High Tech
17 April, London
www.buildingcentre.co.uk/events/

Concrete Elegance: 
A European Focus 
24 April, London
www.buildingcentre.co.uk/events/

TOURS

Eco Open Houses 
15 - 16, 22 - 23 June, Brighton
www.ecoopenhouses.org

Open House London
21 - 22 September, London
www.londonopenhouse.org

TRADE SHOWS

Care Show Bournemouth
19 - 20 March, Bournemouth     
www.careshow.co.uk/bournemouth/

SustainabilityLive!/NEMEX
16 - 18 April, Birmingham
www.sustainabilitylive.com

Greenbuild Expo
8 - 9 May, Manchester
www.greenbuildexpo.co.uk

May Design Series: The ARC Show
19 - 21 May, London
www.thearcshow.com

May Design Series: kbb LDN
19 - 21 May, London
www.kbb.co.uk

May Design Series: INTERIORS LDN
19 - 22 May, London
www.interiorsuk.com

May Design Series: DX
19 - 21 May, London
http://dx-london.com

Eco Technology Show
14 - 15 June, Brighton     
www.ecotechnologyshow.co.uk

The Energy Event
10 - 11 September, Birmingham
www.theenergyevent.com

Energy Efficiency & 
Renewables Awards 
12 September, Coventry
http://energyefficiencyexhibitions.co.uk/
awards/

100% Design
18 - 21 September, London
www.100percentdesign.co.uk

Timber Expo
24 - 25 September, Birmingham
www.timber-expo.co.uk

Energy Efficiency Exhibitions, 
incorporating Renewables Roadshow 
10 September, Exeter
12 September, Coventry
17 September, Newcastle
19 September, Edinburgh
24 September, Surrey)
26 September, Manchester
www.energyefficiencyexhibitions.co.uk
www.renewables-roadshow.co.uk

WORKSHOP

Explore and Draw: Saints and Sinners
13 April, London
www.architecture.com/whatson/
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Find us on

Contact us for a quote  01424 857802
www.plasticapools.net
info@plasticapools.net

Save on pool energy costs, install a heat retention cover

• Installing a heat retention cover
on a swimming pool is the single
most cost effective means of
reducing pool water heat loss

• Typical payback period is less
than 18 months

• Manufactured and installed by a
company with over 40 years
experience in the swimming pool
industry

• Manual and motorised systems
available

• Contact us for an informal
discussion or a no obligation
quote

SUSTAINABLE BUILDING AND REFURBISHMENT EVENT
For all the latest in designing buildings for the future, smart buildings, integrated
renewable solutions, and use of materials for sustainable construction

For more information visit:
www.greenbuildexpo.co.uk

Highlights for 2013 include:
100+ seminars (free-to-attend)

Newbuild

BREEAM

Integrated Renewable Systems

Zero Carbon Homes

Passivhaus

Materials

Sustainable Cities

Smart Buildings

Sponsored & supported by:

http://www.plasticapools.net


Having previously devised original and
playful schemes designed to engage vis-
itors for the likes of Tate Modern,
Pompidou Centre, the Science Museum
and Comme des Garcons, Ab Rogers’
studio is currently tasked with bringing
new life to the trade show experience by
UBM at the May Design Series ExCeL
London 19 - 21 May. The concept and
design has been evolving over the past
few months and now Rogers is ready to
reveal more.
Ab Rogers the designer and creative

director for this year’s May Design
Series has described his vision for the
exhibition as like a cityscape environ-
ment. This city will contain four dis-
tinct districts for each individual show;
kbb LDN, The ARC Show, DX and
INTERIORS LDN, that link together

to form one complete experience. 
Guiding visitors through the urban

sprawl of the exhibition, Rogers will use
colour and geometric forms to create
excitement, challenge the way that
people behave and help them navigate
through the space. 
Rogers explains: “We were excited by

the angular planes within the graphic
template of the May Design Series logo;
that became a very strong inspiration for
this direction.” 
He explains shapes will “fold and

articulate, wrap around and fold back,
different shapes will intersect, creating
new and intriguing forms.” 
Rogers describes these bold shapes

and lines as a “Matisse-like collection of
planes” that will tie the space together
visually and embody the May Design

Series identity.
Rogers’ new creative design aims to

excite and engage visitors so that they
feel intrigued, invigorated and satisfied
by the experience. As a designer, he can
create a space in which other designers
will feel at home in, leading on to sales
and a successful return on investment
for exhibitors. Rogers has devised the
show so that visitors will be led through
the space as they visually connect with
features spotted in the distance. An
element of surprise is also key to the
experience, with Rogers devising “a 
play on showing and revealing at the
same time”.
Rogers hopes to use “warmth and

humour” so that visitors feel really
inspired by the trade show environment.

respond online at www.adfonline.eu
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‘What we 
do is create
stories around
environments
and products,
which makes
them come
alive’
Ab Rogers, designer and creative
director, May Design Series 2013

The first ever National Self Build Week
(NSBW) will take place in early May
2013 with a wide-ranging programme 
of events planned to help millions of
Britons turn their self build dreams into
a reality.
The news of the initiative coincides

with the results of an exclusive Ipsos
MORI poll, which shows that around
six million people in Britain are cur-
rently planning or researching how to
build a home for themselves and want to
start their new home in the next year or
so. The survey also suggests that one
million people have already moved from
the ‘researching’ to the ‘action’ stage,
and are currently in the process of
acquiring a building plot, obtaining
planning permission or expect to start

construction in the next 12 months.
One of the key aims of the initiative is

to help more people understand the
many ways it is now possible to get a
home built. For example the Week will
help explain what a Custom Build
Home is; it will showcase some of the
more innovative ways local author-
ities, specialist developers/enablers 
and others have been pioneering the
delivery of self build homes; and it will
provide lots of practical advice for
would-be self builders.
NSBW is being organised by the

National Self Build Association
(NaSBA) and Grand Designs Live, and
is supported by the Department for
Communities and Local Government
(DCLG). It will take place from 4-12
May and coincides with the huge Grand
Designs Live exhibition that takes place
at Excel in London.
Businesses from across the sector will

be involved in supporting the Week, and
individual self builders or groups are

expected to arrange a programme of
local events nationwide. 
Welcoming the launch of the Week,

self build industry champion, Grand
Designs presenter and live show host
Kevin McCloud said: “The great news
is that six million people are looking
into the feasibility of undertaking a self
build project. But we also know that
nowhere near this number currently
manage to build a home for themselves
every year – in 2012 only around 12,000
people managed to do it. So one of the
key aims of the Week is to help would-
be self builders climb the learning curve
so they really can turn their projects
from a dream to a reality. The options
out there, from full-on self-build to
custom-build and even self-finish homes
make it possible for nigh-on everybody.”

More information will be available 
on www.nasba.org.uk/nsbw. This will
include suggestions for events for those
active in the sector to organise, and
guidance on how to get publicity.

National Self
Build Week

events
Ab Rogers 
divulges his ideas
and plans for the
May Design Series
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Quality and Value
If you need quality and value from your cast stone, 

Haddonstone’s stylish designs set the standard.  
From columns, porticos, door and window 

surrounds to balustrades, planters, fountains, 
statuary and custom designs.  

Visit our comprehensive website or contact us 
for a copy of our 204 page catalogue.

www.haddonstone.com

Sheppard Robson’s interior design group, ID:SR, is one of nine
worldwide to be shortlisted for the prestigious Frame Moooi Award
2013, as the team is recognised for the design of the Atrium Pods
at BBC North, MediaCityUK. 

The Frame Moooi Award is a collaboration between Dutch fur-
niture company, Moooi, and Frame Magazine. 

ID:SR was appointed by BBC North with the brief to create a
workplace that would reflect the creativity of its people and the
content they create, whilst allowing them to work more effectively
and efficiently in less space. 

The atrium pods were a creative design solution for an unusable
area of corridor space, too narrow for desks or rooms. They provide
both focus spaces and intimate collaboration opportunities in the
most public of places, connecting all to a marvellous view within
the open atrium. Referencing digital pixels, fabric-lined in colours
from the BBC test card and stainless steel-clad, the circular pods
are both protective and inviting. 

Gavin King, associate partner at ID:SR, who delivered the
project, commented: “As media evolves in the digital age to be less
dependent on heavy technology, the BBC North atrium pods are
ideally suited not only to one-to-one meetings but also to individ-
ual activities such as blogging, tweeting and podcasting.  The pods
were a fantastic way to add a striking design feature to the project,
while also using an otherwise underutilised space in an innovative
and productive way.”

“Simply being shortlisted for this prestigious award is an achieve-
ment in itself.”

ID:SR’s BBC North interior
shortlisted for global award

http://www.haddonstone.com
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The Pure Hammersmith student
accommodation development on
Shepherd’s Bush Road reached a key
milestone earlier this month, with the
arrival on-site of the first of the
modular bedroom ‘pods’ being used in
the scheme.
Construction and infrastructure

company Morgan Sindall is construct-
ing the £26 million Make-designed
scheme on the former Hammersmith
Palais site for Pure Student Living.
Inside each prefabricated pod is a

finished, ready-to-use studio, complete
with furniture and fittings. The pods
will be installed and fitted on-site by
the Morgan Sindall team and will
remain sealed until the project com-
pletes, ready for students to take up 
residence in September.

The scheme will provide accommo-
dation for 418 students, while the
ground floor and basement levels of
the building will create 23,000 sq ft 
of leisure space, to be used by the 
local community.
The studio pods, which are pro-

duced by Caledonian Modular, will
form three separate student accom-
modation blocks of between four and 
nine storeys.
Steve Still, Morgan Sindall project

manager, said: “The pods are like giant
Lego pieces which are slotted together
by the project team to create a whole
block. Using a modular method is
perfect for projects like this, where
quality can’t be compromised but time
is at a premium.”
Justin Nicholls, Partner at Make

Architects, said: “It is great to be deliv-
ering an off-site manufactured build-
ing – it makes complete sense to
fabricate buildings in factories – it's
safer, faster, less wasteful and to a
higher quality.”
The new buildings will include a

number of key sustainable elements,
including the rooftops of the three
blocks being planted with vegetation,
providing an attractive sustainable
‘green roof ’.

Milestone on Make-designed 
Pure Hammersmith development

MODULAR BUILDINGS

COMMENT

The latest figures from ONS published
on 8 March show that construction
output fell sharply in January, with falls
across almost every sector of the £100
billion industry. Overall, construction
output in January was 6.3 per cent
lower than in December and 7.9 per
cent lower than it was one year ago. 
Commenting on these latest figures,

Noble Francis, economics director at the
Construction Products Association
said: “Although poor weather during
January undoubtedly exacerbated 
conditions, the construction output
figures illustrate the current state of the
industry, where output is now 17 per
cent lower than it was just five years
ago. Output in the last three months
was 11.0 per cent lower than in the pre-
vious three months and 10.2 per cent
lower than a year earlier. Furthermore,
these latest figures clearly indicate that
construction output is likely to fall 
in  Q1, worsening conditions for the
wider economy. 
“Of most concern, the falls occurred

across all areas of construction. The
effects of public sector cuts can clearly
be seen as public housing output in the
three months to January was 13.5 per
cent lower than in the previous three
months and 20.5 per cent lower than a
year earlier. Private sector construction
also endured sharp falls and output in
commercial, the largest construction
sector, fell 11.3 per cent in the three
months to January compared to the
previous year.  
“Government has made a large

number of announcements over the
past two years including £5.5 billion
capital investment in Autumn
Statement 2012 in addition to £4.69
billion capital investment and £20
billion private finance investment for
infrastructure in Autumn Statement
2011. However, infrastructure output
in the three months to January was 
9 per cent lower than a year earlier.
With the Budget in less than two
weeks, it is critical that the Chancellor
focuses on delivery rather than

announcements. If this capital invest-
ment occurred then it would provide
an additional 0.8 per cent GDP
growth for the UK economy.”

Falls in construction output point to poor Q1

Source: Construction: Output & Employment - Office for National Statistics

Output in the Construction Industry - January 2013
Figure 1: Construction Output (constant (2005) prices, non-seasonally adjusted)
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Are you Designing a Warm Roof?
Introducing Brit-Spec….now with thermal values down to 0.1µ

It’s as simple as...
CLICK 1 – Select the roof covering
CLICK 2 – Select the thermal value to          

- Technical Drawings in CAD & PDF Format

 01295 250998 |  01295 271068 |   

The Brit-Spec

 

 

Lightening the Load

Done
Done
Done
Done
Done
Done
Done
Done

http://www.britmet.co.uk
http://www.primeoak.co.uk


continuing professional development
Maintaining and improving professional competence,
skills, abilities and knowledge 

cpd focus

The BALCPD Seminar, Problem
Solving With Tiling Solutions allows
architects to specify tiling with 
confidence, pointing out the most
commonly seen problematic areas
and providing solutions to over-
come. The 45-minute seminar 
gives general design considerations,
followed by more detailed examina-
tion of four key tiling situations. 
It highlights problems, and 
suggests solutions.

01782 591100
www.bal-adhesives.com/
specifiers/cpdSeminars

PROBLEM SOLVING 
WITH TILING SOLUTIONS

Forbo’s RIBA certified CPD
seminar entitled The Performance,
Environmental Impact and Life
Cycle Analysis of Linoleum explores
the environmental credentials and
durability of this exceptionally 
sustainable and versatile flooring
solution. Offering high quality,
durable floor coverings that enhance
the interior environment, while
responding to today’s ecological
concerns, Forbo is a world leading
supplier of linoleum, a floor cover-
ing made from natural materials
such as linseed oil, rosin, wood flour 
and jute, for over 150 years. The
company’s market leading linoleum
brand, Marmoleum, with twelve
independently awarded eco-labels,
has 97 per cent natural raw materi-
als, 72 per cent of which are rapidly
renewable and 43 per cent recycled. 
At this CPD seminar, one of seven
offered by Forbo, attendees find 
out more about the independent life
cycle assessment methodology and
life cycle cost of linoleum and its
performance and design. They see
how the durability, cleanability 
and maintenance properties of
Marmoleum have been enhanced
with the introduction of Topshield2,
a completely new and reformulated
surface finish, and discover how the
floor covering is being used to great
effect across the health, education,
retail, commercial and hospitality
and leisure sectors.

01592 647209
www.forbo-flooring.co.uk/
linoleumcpd

THE PERFORMANCE, ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT AND LIFE CYCLE ANALYSIS 
OF LINOLEUM

Senior Architectural Systems is
pleased to announce the launch of
its latest CPD entitled Designing
Sustainable Fenestration Systems.
This CPD has just received RIBA
approval and is now available
nationally. Many current CPD’s
cover the selection process of
generic products and services used
in the construction sector, however,
Senior’s CPD explains the correct
selection process of various elements
during the specification phase. 

01709 772600
www.seniorarchitectural.co.uk

DESIGNING SUSTAINABLE
FENESTRATION SYSTEMS

Bilco UK believes that in the event
of a fire, nothing saves more lives
than effective smoke ventilation. 
Which is why Bilco's fire safety sem-
inars – run in conjunction with the
CPD Certification Service – have
always proved so popular.
They are now widening the reach of
these seminars by going on tour.
Bringing top quality CPD to your
own practice, by arrangement, free
of charge. 
Call us or go online to book.

01284 701696
www.bilcoproducts.co.uk/
cpd-offer

BILCO UK CPD REHAU CPD

Fenestration is an integral part of
good building design. REHAU’s
new RIBA CPD will help you to
consider the window, door &
curtain walling systems within 
your building design. 
This seminar will give you an 
understanding of the benefits, 
features and issues around the 
materials styles, colours and finishes
used in fenestration in the UK. It
also includes, the impact of British
Standards, Building Regulations
and Environmental Standards 
on design.

0207 580 6155
Jayne.blackborow@rehau.com

enq.108
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LTP’s 40-minute PowerPoint 
presentation covers the following
key topics: 1. A review of materials
for new build and restoration, with
particular emphasis on limestone
and polished porcelain. 2. Basic
principles of sealing natural stone. 
3. Correct specification for cleaning,
sealing and maintenance methods.
4. Health & Safety issues and indus-
try guidelines. 5. An assessment of
practical issues and considerations.

01823 666213
www.ltp-online.co.uk

A GUIDE TO SEALING STONE, 
PORCELAIN AND OTHER SURFACES

Resin Based Surfacing is the title of
the popular CPD seminar designed
for landscape architects, designers,
architects, developers and local 
government provided by Addagrip.
The seminar provides information
on resin bound, resin bonded and
tree pit surface finishes along with
details of base build up specifica-
tions and SUDS. Addagrip CPD’s
are available nationwide and run for
approximately one hour but can be
tailored to suit.

01825 761333
www.addagrip.co.uk

RESIN BASED SURFACING
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The University of Hull can reveal the
first images of how the biggest capital
project in its history will transform the
academic heart of its Hull Campus.
The Brynmor Jones Library redevel-

opment will cost £27.4 million and will
create an inspirational place to study,
work and meet. 
Visuals of how the finished library

will look have now been released,
showing major changes inside and out.
Among them will be the creation of a
stunning Reading Room, which con-
nects the building’s past and future, and
a fully open-plan ground floor with a
new gallery and exhibition space.
There will also be an architecturally-

striking atrium link, totally redesigned
study areas throughout, and a revamped
exterior which will help embed the
library at the heart of the campus. 
Work by main contractor BAM is well

underway on-site and, while the project
in its entirety will be finished in 2014,
our current students will feel the benefit
of the project as the Reading Room is
due for completion in the next few
months. For more informstion and
visuals, please visit the ADF news blog
http://adf-news.blogspot.co.uk/ and
enter Ref: 29999

History of £20 
million Northampton
Railway Station site 

to be revealed...
Ref: 45902

Winner announced for
Bird College RIBA

Competition...
Ref: 14316

Ryder Architecture 
is working on a 

multi-million pound
transformation of the

Grade I listed Newcastle
Central Station...

Ref: 84095 

Tesco Eco-Store by
Woods Hardwick
opens in Corby...

Ref: 92253

Visit adf-news.blogspot.co.uk
and enter the reference num-
ber to view more information

news bytes

The RIBA has announced a world-
wide invitation to submit designs for
a mobile recording ‘pod’ which will
enable The Listening Project to tour
the UK.
The Listening Project, presented

by Fi Glover, is a Radio 4 initiative
launched last year in partnership
with BBC Local Radio and the
Nations, in which people across the
UK volunteer to record a conversa-
tion with someone close to them
about a subject they’ve never dis-
cussed intimately before. The conver-
sations are being archived by the
British Library and used to build up
a collection of voices capturing a
unique portrait of the UK in the
second decade of the millennium.

The project has had an impact on
many people’s lives already, as well as
producing some truly memorable
radio moments. Now it is getting
ready to go on the road, travelling
around the country to enable as
many people as possible to become
involved. 
The design submission pro-

cess is open (internationally) to 
registered architects, engineers,
designers and product designers.
Inter-discipline team working is
encouraged.
For further details and to enter

please visit the RIBA Competitions
website www.architecture.com/
competitions. The closing date for
Stage 1 submissions is 23 April.

RIBA announces an invitation to submit
designs for a mobile recording pod for
BBC Radio 4’s The Listening Project

COMPETITION

A recent survey targeting West Country
architects by The Renewable Design
Company has identified that architects
are increasingly looking for specialist
renewable design engineers for the com-
plicated installations involving a combi-
nation of technologies. Increasingly the
renewable energy industry is let down
when systems are installed with inade-
quate design. There is a vast array of
renewable technologies on the market
and navigating through the options is
not straightforward. Clients need to
understand how they can work together
to provide maximum benefit. Once the
optimum combination is established the
key to success is the system design.
Technical director at The Renewable

Design Company, Mark Witzenberger,
is a highly experienced and qualified
engineer, he commented: “I have
worked in the industry for 10 years.

During this time I have designed and
directed the installation of some of the
most significant and ground breaking
systems in the UK. In a number of cases
recently, RDCo has been called in to
redesign a system, which has been under
performing. Nine times out of 10 this is
due to inadequate analysis at the design
phase. So not only does the system not
supply the required heating, cooling or
hot water but the client also fails to
make the projected savings on energy
bills or maximize the paybacks from the
Renewable Heat Incentive.”
In the same way you would make sure

that your builder has adequate experi-
ence to build your house so you should
make sure your heating engineer or
plumber has adequate qualifications to
install renewables. Failure to do this can
be a time consuming and costly error.

Just because your plumber can mend a
washing machine does not mean he can
design a renewable energy system

enq. 603

First glimpse of
£27.4 million 
library project

http://www.therenewabledesigncompany.com/rdc/home/
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Plumis Ltd
There is increasing demand for open-plan living space
and the Automist pre-engineered watermist solution
from Plumis provides designers with an active fire 
protection option to protect escape routes and aid 
evacuation, offering design flexibility and reducing costs
while meeting building regulations. Building Control 
approval is essential and Automist, has now been assessed
and accepted as an LABC Registered Solution.

Focus SB
The HAL 4 600 DS control
panel is suitable for controlling
low and mains voltage filament
lamps and compatible mains
voltage led lamps. A HAL
four-channel digital relay 
module has been designed to
control ancillary circuits. 
With a net box, the lighting
system can be controlled via 
a tablet or phone, and GPS
tracking can be set. So, if 
arriving home at night, the
lights will turn on for 
your arrival.

Eclisse UK
Eclisse UK is winning the battle to take the 
sliding door out of the rackety track era and into
the 21st century, the sliding pocket door is now 
a sophisticated and desirable piece of equipment.
The battle for more space never ends but with
Eclisse systems you can grab back the space that
hinged doors neutralise. Eclisse work with their
clients, with architects and builders to make 
systems that do what people want them to do.

Stoves Online
If you require an automated heating and hot water system
and like to save money and have a real fire, then a Klover
wood pellet stove is the solution. Running at over 90 per
cent efficiency, and with the same level of automation as a
gas boiler, they are a reliable, low carbon heat source that
will effortlessly take care of all your heating and hot water
needs and are eligible for RHI payments. Whether it is a
designer model for the living room or a Smart 120 cooking
range for the kitchen, it takes you off the grid and onto 
automated, low carbon heating.

Outside Structure
Solutions
Outside Structure Solutions 
specialises in the supply of 
outdoor canopies including fixed
or retractable terrace covers, out-
side dining areas and walkways. 
All canopies and shelters are top 
quality and are built to last. 
The choice is vast and there is a
canopy to suit most applications.
There is a choice of frame material
as well as options for the type of
roof. The majority of canopies are
available as both free-standing as
well as wall mounted to one side.

editor’s focus
We Build It Limited
We Build It Limited manufactures and sells the Bio-Pure Sewage
Treatment System. The system has been designed with low ongoing
running costs in mind, with an affordable purchase price and a 25
year warranty on the unit. Therefore, We Build It believes that the
Bio-Pure offers the best solution for off mains sewage requirements,
with 10 sizes and a choice of gravity or pumped outlet. The Bio-Pure
is fast becoming the UK preferred method of replacing existing 
septic tanks.
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Continued on page 34...

http://www.webuildit-ltd.co.uk/
http://www.webuildit-ltd.co.uk/
http://www.stovesonline.co.uk
http://www.stovesonline.co.uk
http://www.eclisse.co.uk
http://www.eclisse.co.uk
http://www.outsidestructuresolutions.co.uk/
http://www.outsidestructuresolutions.co.uk/
http://www.focus-sb.co.uk
http://www.focus-sb.co.uk
http://www.plumis.co.uk
http://www.plumis.co.uk


respond online at www.adfonline.eu

21news

A Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios design
for the University of Ulster’s new Belfast
City Campus has received planning per-
mission. The campus is part of a £250
million higher education project to
provide 70,000 sq m of central teaching,
faculty and social learning accommoda-
tion across three linked sites in the
Cathedral Quarter of Belfast city centre.
This high density urban university
campus blurs the boundaries between
the University environments and the city
by providing publically accessible thor-
oughfares and facilities across the lower
three floors. The internal arrangement 
of faculties and shared facilities will 
blur traditional boundaries encouraging 
collaboration across faculties and
research disciplines. The buildings will

accommodate up to 15,000 students and
staff and has the potential to influence
regeneration of this area of central
Belfast and act as a catalyst for significant
investment into the local economy.
The architectural proposal evolved

out of an interest in the geological forms
defining Northern Ireland’s dramatic
landscape. This led to a stratification of
the form; strongly defining a base,
middle and top. The glazed base reveals
the activities of the University to the city
while a middle masonry band houses
inward facing classrooms and the upper
most level, a combination of glass and
brick, contains the facilities owned by the
individual faculties. Equally, the historic
context of the site influenced the build-
ing mass resulting in variations in height
from 12 to four storeys thereby creating
a dramatic addition to the city’s
streetscape and skyline. Taken as a whole,
the three new buildings form a sculpted
set piece marking the entrance to the city
core and reinforcing the traditional grain
of the city.
Dr Stephen Farry, Minister for

Employment and Learning, said: “I
welcome the granting of planning

approval of the new University of Ulster
development at York St. This will allow
the university to move forward with its
plans to create an excellent environment
for students and staff alike. It is great
news too for Belfast. The economic
potential for the area is enormous, not
just with the jobs associated with the
building phase, but with the spending
power of the huge number of people 
visiting the campus on a daily basis”. Turley Associates wins

Northern Ireland
Sustainable Planning
Awards...
Ref: 95176 

The Architect's Home
by Gennaro Postiglione.
Book from TASCHEN
about the houses 
architects design for
themselves...
Ref: 18326 

First anniversary 
of planning reforms
finds less local control
and more greenfield
development...
Ref: 52397

East London’s largest
Passive House scheme
gets the go-ahead...
Ref: 50710 

Visit adf-news.blogspot.co.uk
and enter the reference num-
ber to view more information
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BIM

UNIVERSITY

Expertise from the University of
Salford’s School of the Built
Environment has been used in com-
piling a definitive and free guide to
Building Information Modelling (BIM)
and Lean construction for the industry.
Five of the world’s leading academics

in the development of the latest efficient
and digital methods of construction have
written a guide for CIRIA, the
Construction Industry Research and
Information Association.
Designed for practical use by clients,

designers and construction companies,
the guide covers the entire lifecycle of
implementing and embedding these more

efficient methods into a company or
project – resulting in lower costs and
quotes during hard economic times. In
particular, the university is working hard
within the UK to make the construction
industry aware of the benefits of BIM
ahead of the government’s imminent
requirement for the whole industry to
trial it and lean on public sector projects.
As a result, the guide not only contains

advice but successful examples sourced
from the authors’ experience around the
world in countries where BIM and Lean
is much more firmly entrenched in the
sector. These examples include facilities
management at Maryland General

Hospital and planning techniques for 
the Skanska Headquarters in Finland.
Professor Lauri Koskela from the

School of the Built Environment led the
writing of the guide along with colleagues
Professor Arto Kiviniemi, Bhargav Dave
and Dr Patricia Tzortzopoulos, alongside
former Salford academic Robert Owen
from the Queensland University of
Technology. “This is very much a practi-
cal guide for the industry and in keeping
with Salford’s objectives of helping UK
construction become more efficient and
sustainable,” Professor Koskela said.
 The guides can be downloaded from

the CIRIA website.

Salford develops guide for implementation of Building
Information Modelling and Lean Construction

Planning application for the University 
of Ulster’s Belfast city campus approved
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Southwark’s first ‘super library’ has
been awarded two prestigious awards in
the space of a month. Canada Water
Library has received a 2013 EDGE
Award in the physical category and a
Civic Trust Award for universal design.
The creative vision of renowned

architect Piers Gough from CZWG

architects, the 2,600+ sq m library was
commended by both award ceremonies
for its innovative design and the positive
contribution made to the local commu-
nity. The masterpiece also includes a
performance theatre, meeting rooms
and a café.
More on the Civic Trust Awards g

Canada Water Library goes on a winning
streak with two prestigious award wins

From 263 national and interna-
tional entries, 86 projects have been
recognised by the prestigious Civic
Trust Awards at a ceremony held at
City Hall in Cardiff supported by
Cardiff Council. Awards were pre-
sented to the best new buildings,
public spaces, restorations and
public art by Civic Trust Awards
Patron, architect and TV presenter
George Clarke and Civic Trust
Awards MD Malcolm Hankey.
From 32 award winning schemes,
Seven Special Awards were given to
projects that have demonstrated
outstanding credentials in specific
areas. The Special Awards: 
• Special Award for Scotland –
Forth Valley College Stirling
Campus in Stirling by Reiach
and Hall Architects

• Special Award for Community
Impact and Engagement – The
Vine Trust Barge in Edinburgh,
Scotland by Ingenium Archial

• Special Award for
Sustainability – North London
Hospice in Haringey, Greater
London by Allford Hall
Monaghan Morris

• Michael Middleton Special
Award – The Novium in
Chichester, South East by Keith
Williams Architects

• National Panel Special Award –
Peace Bridge in Derry City,
Northern Ireland by Wilkinson
Eyre Architects

• Special Award for Olympic &
Paralympic Projects – London
2012 Olympic Velodrome in
Newham, Greater London 
by Hopkins Architects
Partnership LLP

• Selwyn Goldsmith Award for
Universal Design – Canada
Water Library in Southwark,
Greater London by CZWG
Architects LLP

Go to www.civictrustawards.
org.uk for a full list of Award,
Commendation and Community
Recognition winners.

2013 Civic Trust
Awards winners

Topical Thinking For
All Architects – series

of AD titles to be 
published during

March and April...
Ref: 29089

Finalists announced for
the Greenbuild Awards
2013 – to be hosted by

Patrick Kielty...
Ref: 72032 

ISG takes £12 million
Whitworth Art 

Gallery Scheme...
Ref: 20443 

RIBA urges members
to support Shelter and
take part in Architect
in the House 2013...

Ref: 79025 

Visit adf-news.blogspot.co.uk
and enter the reference num-
ber to view more information
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netMAGevents’ successful 
charity networking evening

TOMORROW’S
SMART:HOME
Charity Networking Event

�

��

�

A gathering of around 70 people 
from the architecture and housing
design industry joined us on the evening
of Thursday 28 February for
netMAGevents’ debut, Tomorrow's
Smart:Home charity networking event,
at The Building Centre, London. 
In aid of the Architects Benevolent

Society, sponsored by the Eco
Technology Show and in association
with The Building Centre and British
Homes Awards, the event was held in
the British Homes Awards exhibition
space and attracted a diverse crowd of
supporters to network and enjoy a drink
with us. 
The winning and commended archi-

tects of the Smart:Home competition
were in attendance providing the oppor-

tunity for them to expand on their
designs and rub shoulders with their
contemporaries and others interested in
the competition.
The British Homes Awards 2012,

held in September last year, saw six
highly praised projects come out of the
Smart:Home design competition. The
winner, S,M,L home, was designed by
architect Ed Green of Cardiff-based
Pentan Partnership. So far restricted to
the drawing board, Green is looking
forward to his designs being realised this
year at Grand Designs Live.

NetMAGevents would like to thank
our sponsor, supporters and attendees
for making the event so worthwhile. We
enjoyed meeting you and look forward
to the next one. Watch this space!

AWARD

AWARD
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Changing Places at Apex House
Leicester’s new Cultural Quarter will be truly open for all to enjoy, through an 
initiative by Apex Works. The organisation has developed Apex House, in the
heart of the Cultural Quarter, into a community hub, to complement its work
helping people who face extra barriers get training and jobs. A key part of the new
development is the inclusion of a Changing Places toilet, provided in partnership
with Leicester City Council. Open to be used by anyone with disabilities who is
visiting the city centre, the toilet facility also provides Apex Works with an 
appropriate facility to help prepare its service users who want to work in the care
sector. The equipment for the room has been supplied and installed by Total
Hygiene, a leading UK disabled toilet provider. Larger than a standard ‘disabled
toilet’, a Changing Places facility also includes relevant equipment for people 
who need the help of at least one carer – a height adjustable changing bench 
and hoist. enq.123 enq.124

http://www.clos-o-mat.com
http://www.eeingleton.co.uk
http://www.amwell-systems.co.uk
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Conceived as decant accommodation,
Lancaster University’s Charles Carter
Building has become a star in its own
right, as James Pringle explains

Lancaster University has expanded enormously since my
time as one of its students, and a 15-year development
programme is producing a wealth of new facilities.

Among the most recent is the £10 million Charles Carter
Building, named after the founding vice-chancellor.

The four-storey block adds 4,000 sq m of versatile and
adaptable learning and teaching space to the highly regarded
Lancaster University Management School (LUMS). Designed
by architects John McAslan + Partners to the highest environ-
mental standards, it was built by Galliford Try and achieved a
BREEAM Excellent rating. 

McAslan has been responsible for several projects at
Lancaster University. The practice created the masterplan and
went on to design a ‘learning zone’ and The Postgraduate
Statistics Centre.

“We were appointed to devise the university masterplan in
2007, which was a 10-year plan, but in 2012 we refreshed it for
another 10 years, taking it to 15 years in total,” says Paul
Hughes, project architect for the Charles Carter Building. 

The brief for the latter was to create a low-cost yet high-
quality building. When the university mooted it originally as
a decant facility, it set a challenging budget of about £1,500
per square metre. 

BUILDING
PROJECTS
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‘Although it was a fairly
modest budget, there’s still
a lot of high-quality finishes
inside and outside. Inside
there’s oak panelling and
quite a lot of use of glass
in the partition system’
Paul Hughes, project architect, 
John McAslan + Partners

The new facility is named
after the university's founding
vice-chancellor

respond online at www.adfonline.eu



Even though it has been reported
there could be a possible reduc-
tion in the size and number of

sports fields, the UK government is
seemingly now set to encourage more
sport participation in schools and the
community in general. It can be expected
local sports facilities will be more inten-
sively used and need to be designed to
meet higher safety and performance cri-
teria. Be it an athletics track or playing
field, school, community or regional
facility, designers will have to ensure
optimum condition for those actively
participating and for their supporters.
Just like national or prestigious inter-
national venues, smaller local facilities
will have to be robustly designed to 

withstand higher use and incorporate
surface drainage systems to control rain
water run-off. 
Over the years, Hauraton has built 

a trusted reputation of supplying prod-
ucts for sports facilities to exacting 
specifications. The company is highly
experienced at providing advice about
reliable surface drainage and auxiliary
components for running tracks and play-
ing surfaces. The latest 68 page, Sport
catalogue features a comprehensive range
of products designed specifically for
modern sports venues. Hauraton sup-
ports designers with project specific 
proposals, including expert specification
and technical advice from the initial
survey through to completion.

The Sport catalogue, available digi-
tally on www.hauraton.co.uk, features
drainage and other essential components
for IAAF (International Association 
of Athletic Federations) approved venues
as well as surface drainage and safety
products for school and community 
athletics and other sports facilities
including synthetic running tracks,
tennis courts, artificial turf playing
pitches and playgrounds. 

Drainage and other components for
outdoor sports facilities 

01582 501399
sales@hauraton.co.uk
www.hauraton.co.uk

IAAF approved running track drainage

Schools running track drainage

Arti!cial turf drainage

Tim Connolly, sales and marketing director at Hauraton Limited considers how current UK 
government thinking will impact on the provision of school and community outdoor sports facilities
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slip resistant decking
...or

  
   
 

 

R
ai

se
d 

ve
g 

be
d 

&
 d

ec
k 

ki
t

Q-Grip™ strip is a
versatile slip resistant

decking insert that can be
fitted to grooves that are
post applied to existing

decking or specific 
Q-Deck® deckboards.

Call 0800 849 6339
for a free Q-Grip® sample.

Create safe outdoor areas
for staff and pupils using...

BUY ONLINE
www.qualitydecking.co.uk

GILBERTS (BLACKPOOL) LTD
Tel: (01253) 766911
sales@gilbertsblackpool.com

www.gilbertsblackpool.com

Air Distribution and 
Natural Ventilation 
solutions

The Mistrale natural ventilation system is a complete 
solution with installation options including window, wall, 

Key Features
U Value: As low as 0.96 Watt/m2/K                                      
Leakage:  As low as 5m3 per hour per sq/m                             
Weather Rating:  Up to Class A (BS EN 13030)
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http://www.gilbertsblackpool.com
http://www.hoppings.co.uk/


‘A palette of 
self-finished 
materials such
as limestone,
glass, timber, 
anodised metal
and exposed
concrete soffits
help provide a
high-quality yet
robust feel to 
the building’

The style is modern and 
businesslike

BUILDING
PROJECTS

“We ended up delivering the building, including fit-out, for
£1,450 per square metre. Built into that, in terms of value, it
has the flexibility of a relocatable partition system and a very
efficient floor plate,” Hughes continues. “Although it was a
fairly modest budget, there’s still a lot of high-quality finishes
inside and outside. Inside there’s oak panelling and quite a lot
of use of glass in the partition system.”

A palette of self-finished materials such as limestone, glass,
timber, anodised metal and exposed concrete soffits help 
provide a high-quality yet robust feel to the building.

There is raised-access floor almost throughout, with car-
pet tiles in the general office areas, the upper floors and the 

general teaching rooms, and limestone flooring in the base 
of the atrium.                 

The exterior also has the look of quality. The expressed
superstructure clad in brick is used as a passive shading device
helping to reduce solar gain and contributing to the building’s
BREEAM Excellent rating. 

“The use of brick was deliberate,” says Hughes. “It refer-
enced the common material found across the campus, but to
some degree we’ve challenged that and gone for a bolder look
by using a black brick, rather than the buff brick the university
has tended to use. We had some freedom anyway, as the build-
ing is on an island site, open on all four sides.”

© credit© John McAslan + Partners
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Outstanding  
in its Class

For further information, please email:  

info@lecico.co.uk  
or telephone 01234 244030.

Lecico’s versatile Rimless  
300 and 350 School Pans  
are suitable for low level,  
back to wall or close  
coupled situations. 

The rimless technology 
delivers hygiene control, easy 
cleaning and also water 
efficiency flushing on 4 and 
2.6 litres of water.

300 and 350 School Pans 

delivers hygiene control, easy 

3in1 
RIMLESS 

SCHOOL PANS

enq.129

http://www.lecico.co.uk
http://www.nationalstructures.co.uk
http://www.rubb.com


‘The superstructure
acts as brise soleil
to shade the upper
floors on the south
elevation and pre-
vent overheating’
Paul Hughes, project architect, 
John McAslan + Partners

Glass partitioning is part
of the distinctive style

BUILDING
PROJECTS

© John McAslan + Partners

McAslan + Partners integrated energy-reducing features
into the design wherever possible. While the south elevation is
designed to shade the building, the concrete roof protects the
top floor from heating up in the sun. Recycling facilities are
located throughout the building, and reduction of car use will
also be promoted as the landscaping includes secure, covered
bicycle spaces.   A staff shower facility is provided on each floor.

On the south elevation a colonnaded route has been created,
linking The Spine – the main pedestrian route through the
campus – with a new residential square behind the building. 

“At the lower level of the south elevation we’ve got the
colonnade and the upper level we’ve set back the line of the

building envelope and created 1.5m deep brick reveals,”
Hughes explains. 

“The superstructure acts as brise soleil to shade the upper
floors on the south elevation and prevent overheating. That’s
very much twinned with some of the internal measures,
including the use of the exposed concrete soffit for thermal
mass purposes.”

This latter point is a key sustainable feature in the building.
There is an extremely well insulated envelope, thanks to cavi-
ties some 250mm deep behind the brickwork, packed with
insulation. 

“We’ve created a highly structured elevation on the outside,
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Stargard
The original “warm to the touch” handrail
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Ideal for
Schools

Stairs or ramps
A range of colours
Various infill options
4mm thick coating

SG System Products Ltd
Tel: 01473 240055
Email: sales@sgsystems.co.uk

www.adf-news.blogspot.co.uk

#e ADF news blog is accessible from your Mac or PC, laptop, mobile or tablet at any
time of day. Its interactive nature allows readers to comment and engage in discussions
and social network sharing. #e blog links to relevant articles and comment pieces
from the national press, so there is no need to go hunting the internet; it’s already been
gathered and is is regularly updated. Following the ADF news blog is now even easier
when you subscribe to our daily digest email, a summary of the latest news stories
straight to your inbox. 

adf
architectsdatafile

news blog
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The water’s fine for Loyola University
The thought of studying in idyllic surroundings on the shore of Lake Michigan
might well be appealing, but when Loyola University needed to combine its 
on-site libraries and IT services, it called on the services of Soloman Caldwell
Architects and Securistyle, the well-established manufacturer of quality, 
innovative hardware for the window and door industries, to ensure that, as well
as remaining in keeping with the University’s surroundings, the building was fit
for purpose for this particular location. The hinge system allows for optimum
ventilation through an open window, ensuring a comfortable environment. It also
restricts the opening to make the windows more secure and to prevent occupants
from falling. Like all heavy duty hinges from Securistyle, the Parallel Plus is pro-
duced from austenitic grade stainless steel for enhanced corrosion resistance, and
is backed by a 12-year guarantee.

01242 221 200   www.securistyle.co.uk

       

enq.132

A bright innovation in entrance matting
COBA Europe’s PathMaster entrance matting has been installed at Barnsley
College’s award-winning Old Mill Lane site in South Yorkshire. Specified by
Jefferson Sheard Architects and fitted by Pheonix Flooring, the stylish yet 
effective dirt-barrier matting has been installed in the modern entrance area. The
contemporary building design warranted matting that would complement these
features. It was not only PathMaster Duo’s attractive design and functionality that
caught the specifier’s attention, but also the fact that it could be ordered by special
request in a variety of attractive colours. PathMaster has many cost-saving, fitting
and maintenance benefits, and can be installed in recessed matwells or laid to
surface. The smart striped Duo design (created through strips of alternating soft
and coarse carpet fibres) delivers an effective dual wiping/scraping action. It has
a non-slip latex backing.

0116 240 1063   www.cobaeurope.com enq.133

http://www.handrailsuk.co.uk


with regular 3m brick columns,” says Hughes. “It’s a repetitive
grid corresponding to the potentially cellular nature of the
interior with its 3m wide office units, which are a typical office
width used on the campus.”

The adaptable floor plan is delivered through a rational grid
allied by flexible partitioning and service arrangements. Early
in the project came a requirement for a series of extremely flex-
ible floor plates, Hughes recalls. 

“We took the recommendations of best principles from the
BCO (British Council for Offices) and designed the building
on that basis. So it follows a very structured 1.5m BCO plan-
ning grid, together with floor to ceiling heights and the
arrangement of cores in particular.

“As we started to develop some of the systems in the build-
ing, it became evident that LUMS was going to be the first
occupier, and it’s now the permanent occupier of the building.
But it brings some flexibility in terms of the future arrange-
ment of the floor plates. 

“We used a number of proprietary systems, more common
in the commercial world than the education sector. There
were things like raised-access floors, and a demountable metal-
faced partition system made by the Dutch company Maars.
They’re easy to put up and take down – and the initial 
requirement for a lot of cellular offices on the perimeter of the
building could, in theory, be opened up to become big open-
plan office wings.”

Already the building offers a variety of spaces. At ground
level there is a series of meeting rooms each for up to a dozen
people, as well as an 80-seat lecture theatre, three 25-seat sem-
inar rooms, and an informal social learning or breakout space
for undergraduates at the base of the atrium. 

Lancaster uses centrally bookable timetabling of spaces. In
theory anyone in the university can book any of the spaces on
the ground floor of the Charles Carter building, because they
are not explicitly for the use of the Management School. Each
of the other three upper floors is dedicated to Management
School departments: Marketing; Organisation, Work and
Technology and Management Learning and Leadership
together with the Centre for Performance Led HR. They have
a range of single person, shared, and open-plan offices for staff

The cladding picks up the
campus theme of brick, but in
distinctive black

BUILDING
PROJECTS

‘The initial requirement for a lot of cellular
offices on the perimeter of the building
could, in theory, be opened up to become
big open-plan office wings’
Paul Hughes, project architect, John McAslan + Partners

© John McAslan + Partners
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BREEAM Excellent academy uses Kawneer
Architectural aluminium systems from Kawneer have
helped a new academy achieve a BREEAM Excellent
rating and a host of sustainability and design awards.
Kawneer’s AA®100 curtain walling, AA®601 top-hung
casement windows and AA®605 low/medium-duty
swing doors were used on the £22 million BACA

(Brighton Aldridge Community Academy). The first floor features a system of
full-height flush glazing (Kawneer’s AA®100 curtain walling), creating a seamless
smooth surface in contrast to the textured one below. To reflect light into the
external terraces and teaching spaces, a white chalky brick is used for the external
wall where continuous ribbon windows are another linear strip or strata. 

01928 502500   www.kawneer.co.uk
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Door closer enhances education sector safety 
Finding a door closer with the performance and reliability
demanded by its application while delivering the lower
opening forces essential to meet the requirements of the
Equality Act has always been challenging for specifiers and 
facilities managers alike. Samuel Heath’s Powermatic� con-
trolled, concealed door closer provides the solution as well
as delivering a host of other benefits that enable ease of
access to be combined with aesthetics, performance and 

reliability. Key to its ability to assure ease of access is the fact that the closer can
enable a door to meet the opening force requirements of Approved Document
M of the Building Regulations (Access and use of buildings) and BS 8300. 

0121 766 4200   www.samuel-heath.co.uk
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Top marks for Planet at Holland Park School
Planet Partitioning working in collaboration with
Shepherd Construction and AEDAS Architects,
were proud to be part of the exciting new build of
Holland Park School in London. Planet completed
the glass interior package of the highly regarded
project including atriums, classrooms, the main
entrance and the gym. Planet’s unique Vertex joint

was used throughout creating a narrow and virtually invisible joint, achieving a
seamless finish. Timber door sets utilised laminated doors, set into Planet’s slim
line doorframe, ensuring that both glazed and timber doors all matched through-
out the school.

01444 247933   www.planetpartitioning.co.uk
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KI – Mini Me; Postura+ 
KI has come up with a clever and ingenious concept for its
Postura+ range of stackable chairs. Clients receive mini, verti-
cally stacked, polypropylene Postura+ chairs from which they
can select exact poly colours. Postura+ range of seven sizes of
stackable chairs, available in a variety of colours, are manufac-
tured in the UK. Postura+ is durable and light enabling the safe
vertical stacking of 12 chairs. The lower back lumbar design

ensures perfect ergonomics while the graduating seat curve and the unique water-
fall edge of the seat provides comfort. Postura+ is fully BS EN1729 certified in
all seven sizes, with Crib 5 high fire retardancy and has a 10 year warranty. KI is
the leading global provider of educational furniture designed and manufactured
locally and globally to offer good value, flexibility and design excellence.

   

enq.138

Keeping the heat down at Hot Mill School
Fireglass UK, a leading approved installer of the
Pyroguard range of fire glass solutions, has com-
pleted a programme of specialist glazing works at
the new Hot Mill School in Ebbw Vale, Wales.
Ahead of the school opening in September 2012,
Fireglass UK was on-site for eight weeks to under-

take the supply and installation of hardwood timber screens. More specifically
the scope of works spanned approximately 300 pieces of glass and sealed fire
rated/acoustic double glazed units. In addition to Pyroguard fire resistant glass,
Fireglass UK managed the specialist acoustic glazing requirements of the project,
which also demanded a bespoke approach to achieve a rating of 56dB in areas. 

0121 521 2180   www.pyroguard.eu enq.139

Spectrum is top of the class again
Neaco’s nylon coated aluminium balustrade has been specified in the redevelopment of Midgley School in West Yorkshire,
where a new classroom extension features their Spectrum system with a perforated panel infill to internal stairwells, external
steps and a terrace. 
The external balustrade includes a double-handrail design catering for the varying heights of users in line with DDA guidelines
and the terrace also features Neaco’s Techdek aluminium decking. Neaco’s national sales manager, Richard Richardson-Derry,
commented: 
“Our Spectrum modular system is a well-established specification in educational developments and refurbishments – it 
provides a variety of attributes, which are ideally suited to their particular demands. In contrast to the mess and high energy
consumption of fabricated solutions, Spectrum offers pre-engineered modular components, which are connected internally
with no welding required. This means fast, low-energy installation, which minimises disruption to school activities and works
within tight building schedules constrained by school timetables. Spectrum is also smooth and warm to the touch with a zero-
maintenance, non-chip finish, which is durable in typically high-traffic areas such as school stairwells.”

enq.140
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adf newsletter

Emailed on a fortnightly basis the Architects
Data#le newsletter is designed to provide the
architect with the latest information on products
and services of interest, direct to their inbox. "e
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Architect: John
McAslan + Partners

Landscape Architect:
Ian White Associates

Main contractor: 
Galliford Try

Structural engineer:
SKM (White Young
Green, post-novation)

Services engineer:
Hoare Lea

Quantity surveyor:
Gardiner & Theobald

Project manager: 
Confluence PCM

Flexible metal 
partitioning system:
Maars

and postgraduates. There is also a postgraduate executive suite,
where people might spend a day or more at a time, rather than
moving around like undergraduates.
The large central atrium brings natural light into the heart

of the building and helps promote openness and communica-
tion between departments. 
“The initial brief we were given was that the building wasn’t

actually for the use of LUMS exclusively,” says Hughes. “We
were asked to start designing a decant building, that would
accommodate people while the university was starting works
on other buildings around the campus. They could move
departments into the Charles Carter building on a temporary
basis, and then move them out again once other buildings had
been refurbished or built.”
The 65-week building programme ended up nearer 80

weeks, because of delays in the construction of the concrete
frame when the original supplier went out of business.
However, once the superstructure and the envelope were in

place, the pace accelerated dramatically.
“That was because we used a proprietary system of pre-finished

metal partitions, rather than involving plasterers, decorators
and all those traditional interior wet trades,” says Hughes.
The Charles Carter Building has won a clutch of awards,

including a Lancaster District Design Award, the Architects’
Journal Value Excellence Award, a RIBA North West Award
and Best Educational Building in the Brick Awards. 
The client is delighted with the new facility. Mark

Swindlehurst, the university’s director of facilities, says:
“McAslan’s design of the Charles Carter Building has
demonstrated the practice’s ability to produce a high-calibre
educational building at low cost. The project brings some-
thing new and distinct to the campus, creating a flexible,
light-filled learning environment within a BREEAM
Excellent rating. Equally important is the way one side of the
building has been configured to increase cross-flow of stu-
dents across the campus.”

© John McAslan + Partners
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Limestone flooring covers the
base of the atrium
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Duration Windows
Duration Windows have tested their new slim-line Royale steel 
replacement window to the stringent BS7970 specification and passed
with flying colours. BS7950 forms part of Secured By Design. Royale is
Durations ultra-slim polyamide thermally broken window system 
designed as a direct replacement for old W20 Crittall steel windows. 
At just 32.5mm front to back the window can replace steel windows
without the need for cutting back plaster or wooden frames. The window
also offers superior thermal properties compared to old steel windows.

JT Pumps
Whatever your pumping requirements are JT Pumps can supply 
it all at affordable prices. JT Pumps holds in stock and supply 
packaged pumping stations to suit all applications, whether it is
sewage pumping stations or basement dewatering products. JT
Pumps carries a large stock of plastic pipe fittings, ensuring that they
are able to provide you with everything you require.

editor’s focus Lead Sheet
The Lead Sheet Association is delighted to announce lead’s newly ac-
quired BRE Green Guide rating. In most of the standard roofing and
vertical cladding installations lead has a BRE Green Guide rating of A
and A+. Rolled lead sheet to BS EN 12588 offers a number of other
environmental benefits – it is 100 per cent recyclable and has the low-
est carbon footprint of all roofing metals. It is also up to 50 per cent
cheaper than most man-made flashing products over 40 years and 100
per cent cheaper over 65 years.
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Total solution to help housing meet disabled needs
Housebuilders and housing providers are being given a simplified means to build and/or refurbish to the specific needs of
over 10 million people. A new report into disability in the UK highlights that there is a shortage of housing specifically
designed for disabled people; currently, 6 million households contain at least one person with a disability, and of those, 1.5
million need specially adapted accommodation. Further, of the four features considered to make a home ‘visitable’, over a
quarter (6 million) of existing homes did not have even one of those elements. Total Hygiene, one of the UK’s leading disable 
toileting solutions providers, has developed a package whereby it will provide design advice, supply, install, and commission
appropriate bathrooms, wetrooms and toilets, to ensure the new-build or refurbishment meets disabled people’s needs, relevant
legislation and ‘best practice’ guidance. Enhancing the core product package, Total Hygiene has also devised a scheme for
social housing providers, whereby certain equipment can be refurbished and moved to alternative locations when no longer
needed at one home, optimising budget considerations. Total Hygiene has 50 years’ expertise in developing, supplying and
maintaining toileting aids; its Clos-o-Mat wash and dry toilet is the most successful unit of its type: today, some 40,000 
Clos-o-Mats are installed in the UK, some of which have been in regular use for over 30 years.

New AspectTM accessible bathroom design service
For over 25 years, Gainsborough has designed, installed
and supported specialist assistive bathing solutions from
concept to completion in a range of care environments.
It’s new AspectTM design service now provides
enhanced visualisation and specification capabilities

during project planning and survey stages. Gainsborough’s new AspectTM design
programme delivers added benefits to all architects, designers, specifiers and care
procurement personnel during the specification and planning of assistive bathing
installations. This new technology delivers highly accurate scaled drawings, crisp
3D renderings and bespoke plans of a specified new bath in-situ. Hence, projected
end results can be visualised and ultimately realised more effectively.

0800 542 9194   www.gainsboroughbaths.com

       

Bison sets the foundations for assisted living
Bison Manufacturing Ltd, precast concrete
manufacturer, has supplied its Hollowcore
Flooring and Precast Stairs and Landings to
McCarthy & Stone’s new private assisted living
development in Cults, Aberdeenshire. A total
of 5,226m² of Bison’s bespoke Hollowcore

flooring complete with a variety of factory-formed notches, slots and 
reinforcement arrangements was specified for the North Deeside Road 
development, together with 29m³ of precast concrete stairs and landing units.
Named after local Olympic silver medallist David Florence, the luxury Florence
Court development will feature 53 wheelchair accessible one and two bedroom
apartments exclusively for residents over the age of 70. 
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A new care home has been designed 
to create a luxurious environment for
residents and to help those who suffer
from dementia. Mark Smulian hears how
Sanctuary Care did this

How do you build a home adapted for elderly people
who may suffer from dementia on a constrained site
on a narrow road in a residential area, while meeting

the highest standards of design, fixtures and fittings?
Any care home needs to be carefully designed, but the

requirement to accommodate residents with dementia makes
it essential that the architecture reflects their needs.
That was the challenge facing Sanctuary Care when it

decided to build a new 29-room care home named Haven at
Hatch End, near Pinner, in north-west London. The land was
already occupied by an older care home that did not fit mod-
ern standards.
It was decided that the site, in a very quiet suburban street,

was to be retained, the old home demolished and replaced
with another whose design and construction would reflect
best practice in caring for residents who were infirm and in
some cases also living with dementia.
The new Haven home is on a road otherwise largely occu-

pied by large semi-detached houses, and the London Borough

Haven's traditional frontage
makes a transition to a 
modern rear section;
The frontage of Haven has
been designed to blend with
the adjacent building

© Mark Smulian© Mark Smulian
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From top: Bedrooms 
are furnished to a high 
standard and adapted to 
residents' needs; 
Haven's dining room has 
a satellite kitchen for 
food serving

of Harrow’s planners were keen that its frontage should be in
keeping with the adjacent buildings.
They were less concerned about the design of rear of the

building, and thus Haven has a traditional front and modern
rear, though from the inside there is a uniform appearance
with no visible ‘join’.
Sanctuary Care is part of the Sanctuary Group, which

includes social housing and housing management arms. It
engaged KWL Architects, a firm that specialises in care
homes, to design Haven.
Director Phil Lewis explains: “We have worked with

Sanctuary on a variety of care homes, so this one is a progres-
sion of ideas we have applied elsewhere. The planners were
very keen that it had a frontage that matched the adjacent
buildings so we had to reference that and took our cue from
the building next door for our proportions. At the back it did
not have to look like the older buildings and it is in a quite 
different style.”

There were some overlooking issues to resolve, as the previ-
ous care home on the site had been lower.
Haven is designed with its plant, kitchens and other 

areas that it would be undesirable for residents to access on 
its second floor, well away from residents’ rooms and circula-
tion space.
Sanctuary uses a standard room design, but Lewis says some

rooms had to be turned at 90 degrees to fit into the overall
structure given site constraints.
The ground and first floors both house residents’ rooms

around corridors that lead to dining and lounge areas. Each of
these has a subsidiary kitchen so that food delivered from the
main kitchen upstairs can be kept hot while served.
Ground floor lounge doors give onto a garden, while those

on the first floor open onto a terrace, which is glassed in at the
front and sides but open above, so residents can enjoy fresh air
in safety.
“It is designed with a lot of light coming in as natural light

helps the residents to get around,” Lewis explains, noting that
a small atrium lets in light to the main corridor of the first
floor, as the second floor does not extend across the full depth
of the building.
“Corridors always have windows at the end so that residents

can see where they are heading to,” he says.
“There are three staircases and two lifts – one for residents'

normal use and one for emergencies and deliveries of supplies
  – which we designed around.”
He adds that considerable research now exists on the opti-

mum colour schemes to use in homes where some residents
suffer from dementia – most notably from the University of
Stirling – showing which colours engender responses and
which do not, so residents can be guided to facilities they need
and away from areas they should not access.
Inside Haven the rooms are grouped along the corridor but
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‘Considerable 
research now 
exists on the 
optimum colour
schemes to use
in homes where
some residents
suffer from 
dementia’
Phil Lewis, director, 
KWL Architects

© Ed Maynard

© Ed Maynard
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‘Front doors are
coloured for
each resident
for recognition
and sometimes
it will be the
same colour as
the front door in
their original
home’
Len Merton, Sanctuary 
care director

their doors look like conventional street doors rather than
those ordinarily found in institutions.
This is because Sanctuary designs homes around residents’

needs, explains its care director Len Merton.
“There are lots of things of interest designed in for resi-

dents,” he says. “Themes are used to trigger pleasant memories
to talk about, for example.”
This is apparent from the flat metal representations of pop-

ular musical instruments used to decorate the ground floor

and from the newspaper front pages displayed on the first
floor that mark events within the memory of older people,
such as the conquest of Mount Everest and the abdication of
King Edward VIII.
“Front doors are coloured for each resident for recognition

and sometimes it will be the same colour as the front door in
their original home, for example if they’ve lived somewhere for
many years,” Merton says.
“Each door has a brass door knocker and each room has a

From top: The care home
even has a fully-equipped
hairdressing salon;
Hallways are designed to
mimic streets with traditional
front doors

© Ed Maynard

© Ed Maynard
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‘…a warm and
cosy home [for]
residents but
also real peace
of mind for their
family and
friends that can
take comfort in
knowing their
loved one is
being so well
cared for in such
a lovely setting’
Fiona Phillips, television 
presenter

memory box. This was created with help from family members
to contains things to trigger memories and help staff to engage
with residents, for example if they once supported Aston Villa
there might be a football scarf there.”
Merton says great care is taken with choices of wallpapers

and carpets so that a home has a pleasant appearance but

avoids ‘busy’ patterns that might confuse residents.
Bathroom and toilet doors are white “so they associate that

colour with them,” he says and lights in these rooms are triggered
automatically so users need not search for switches.
Rooms that residents should not enter, such as those hous-

ing electrical apparatus, are painted the same colour as the
wallpaper so they are not noticeable.
“People with dementia see contrasts so the handrails and

dining room furniture are designed for that and the corridors
are wide for ease of movement.
“Our aim is to create a luxurious feel with high quality

materials, not ‘hospital plastic’,” Merton says.
Amenities provided around Haven include rooms for quiet

reading, offices for staff and nurses, bathrooms that residents
can be assisted to use and a fully-equipped hairdressing salon
used by visiting stylists or family members.
The top floor is entirely different. It is decorated in plain

colours housing utilitarian facilities for the main kitchen, plant
and storage, giving the additional benefit that noisy operations
are well away from residents and so do not disturb them.

The roof is designed to admit
maximum natural light

© KWL Architects
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The construction phase 
at Haven
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A Bain Marie system is used to move food from the main
kitchen to the subsidiary ones in the dining areas.
Supplies can be brought straight to the top floor by the

service lift, to which residents do not normally have access.
Sanctuary’s construction manager James Tolley had to take

the design and specialist requirements and make sure Haven
was built accordingly. He engaged Mansell, part of Balfour
Beatty, on a design and build contract.
“We went down that route for reasons of collateral war-

ranty, as it keeps things simple for Sanctuary because we have
a relationship with Mansell and they appoint and manage
other contractors,” he says.
Demolition of the old care home was “straightforward,

though the site is quite tight for movements,” Tolley says.
Haven is built of masonry finished with render on concrete

floor planks and the roof is zinc, lead and slate, Tolley says.
“The building techniques were not unusual, and the con-

struction process over about 18 months was straightforward,
but there is quite a complicated M&E package in there for
lighting,” he says.

Haven was formally opened in January by television presen-
ter Fiona Phillips, who carries out charity work for the
Alzheimer’s Society.
She described Haven as providing “a warm and cosy home

[for] residents but also real peace of mind for their family and
friends that can take comfort in knowing their loved one is
being so well cared for in such a lovely setting”.
The Alzheimer’s Society said in February that fewer than

half of the 322,000 people with dementia who live in care
homes enjoy a good quality of life,
Its finding that 80 per cent of people in residential care

homes have either dementia or severe memory problems,
against its previous estimates of 62 per cent, suggests that
designing in the sort of specialist features for dementia suffer-
ers favoured by Sanctuary will become an increasingly com-
mon requirement in the construction of reputable care homes.
At a time of increasing recognition of dementia, better

research on how to cope with it and growing demand for spe-
cialist care, facilities such as Sanctuary’s Haven may point the
way to designing and building suitable homes to high standards.

Client: Sanctuary Care

Planning authority:
London Borough 
of Harrow

Architect:
KWL Architects

Design and build 
contractor:Mansell

Mechanical and 
electrical contractor:
Warburtons

Catering equipment
contractor:
Advance Catering

© Ed Maynard
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Whatever your pumping requirements
are JTPumps can supply you both
domestic and commercial. We hold in
stock and supply packaged pumping
stations, to suit all applications whether
it is sewage pumping stations or
basement dewatering products. We also
carry a large stock of plastic pipe,
�ttings, ensuring that we are able to
provide you with everything you require. 

Call us today

JT Pumps
Domestic & Commercial
• Sewage pumping stations
• Basement pumping stations
• Pumps

•  Suitable for homes without access to mains drainage
•  Discreet solution to on-site sewage treatment
•  10 models in the range with a capacity up to 50pe 
•  CE Marked and EN 12566-3 Certified 
•  Uses the extended aeration method to treat sewage
•  96% efficiency allows a typical 3-5 year emptying interval
•  Visually unobtrusive and odourless
•  25 year warranty on GRP & 2 year warranty on the air pump
•  Deal direct with the Manufacturer

0800 731 9421 www.webuildit-ltd.co.uk
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Metrotile lightweight steel roofing
When building a brand new residential care
property, or refurbishing an aged one, it is
important to use a roofing material that will
stand the test of time and provide year after
year of service. Metrotile Lightweight
Roofing is that product. From delivery to the

end of its long, long lifespan, a Metrotile roof will deliver benefits that surpass
those of traditional roofing materials, from significantly decreased delivery costs
to a rapid installation and unsurpassed security and much more. Each Metrotile
roof is backed by an industry leading guarantee and a full range of bespoke acces-
sories – including the Metrotile Photovoltaic System – is available.

01249 658614   www.metrotile.co.uk
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The number one choice for social housing
Having supplied heating products to the social
housing sector for decades, Robinson Willey and
Valor are today the number one choice among 
landlords and tenants for their unrivalled energy 
efficient heating solutions and specialist features that
assist the elderly and disabled. Both Robinson Willey

and Valor brands have an unrivalled pedigree, and are renowned for their quality, 
reliability safety and energy efficiency. These attributes are reflected in a 
comprehensive range of gas and electric fires and electric suites that are widely
specified by local authorities, housing associations and registered social landlords.
With more than six million UK homes currently in a fuel poverty trap, energy
efficiency is more important than ever before. 
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Getting the speci�cation
right for off-mains drainage

‘Getting the
specification
right from the
outset can 
save time 
and money’
Katherine Jennings, domestic
& commercial sales manager,
WPL UK

Katherine Jennings, WPL UK domestic & commercial sales manager discusses
the options for off-mains drainage installation

Specifying the right type of wastewater treatment system
is crucial, particularly at the planning stage, and depends
on several factors; the size of the development, the type

(i.e. housing, offices, hotel etc.), the client’s budget and what
the Environment Agency will permit.  

As with mains drainage, the surface water and foul water
drains are still completely separate, and getting the specification
right from the outset can save time and money further down
the line.

There are a number of wastewater treatment systems 
available. They either hold the wastewater until its taken away
by a tanker, or use a treatment process that removes enough of
the contaminants to make it suitable and safe for disposal 
back into the natural environment. Generally systems fall into 
three categories:

Cesspits 
A tank that stores wastewater from a property until it is emptied
and taken away by a tanker. Only generally used as a temporary
measure on site, or because the Environment Agency has not
allowed the property to discharge.

Septic Tank
A tank which stores, separates and minimally treats wastewater
from a property, and has an outlet pipe through which partially
treated wastewater is discharged to a soakaway system. Often
this requires a large drainage field, which may not be viable.  
Sewage Treatment Plants
By far this is the best method of wastewater treatment and is
often preferred by the Environment Agency. The wastewater
from a property is treated to a high enough standard (much
better than a septic tank), so that it can be discharged directly
to a watercourse, ditch or to groundwater without the need for

a large drainage field.
Sewage treatment plants usually comprise of a tank with a

primary settlement chamber, a biological treatment chamber
(in some models these two are integrated), and a final clarifica-
tion chamber. These are known as ‘package’ sewage treatment
plants. They can have a much smaller footprint, which is a sig-
nificant factor for projects where space is at a premium.

Sizing and locating the system
Most treatment plant manufacturers use the British Water
Code of Practice for Flows and Loads, which specifies the cri-
teria for sewage treatment plant sizing. This is important, as
there are variable factors to add in to the calculations. For
example the population equivalent (P.E.) for a three-bedroom
house is five persons, however, for 10 three-bedroom properties
the calculation is (5 x 10) 50 x 0.8, giving an adjusted total of
40 P.E. But for an office building, nursing home or public
house, there is a separate calculation for each as they have dif-
ferent flows and loads. It isn’t just a case of how many people
live or work there.  

Furthermore, any changes to a planned development must
ensure that the sewage treatment plant specified can still cope
with any change in population, flows and loads. It may result
in a different size system completely or, if the plant has already
been installed, additional equipment may be needed. Either
way, this can be costly.

For any wastewater treatment system locating the tank on
the property, or development, is another important factor.
Consideration should be given to:
1. Size and shape of the tank and the excavation required.
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Fiberweb Geosynthetics Ltd
Tel: +44 (0) 1621 874200
www.grass-reinforcement.com
™ indicates a trade mark of Fiberweb plc or a Fiberweb Group company,
many of which are registered in a number of countries around the world.

BUSINESSA

POROUS PAVERS
SUDS SOURCE CONTROL

TRUCKPAVE™

Heavy duty recycled
plastic porous paver

Lorry, coach & car parks
Grass verges & Lay-bys
Emergency/HGV access
routes
Service yards & Loading areas

Applications

Flexible & resistant to cracking
High compressive strength
Made from recycled plastics
Vehicles up to 60t gross weight
Harmless to plants & animals

 

Benefits
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Renewing Gatwick Airport’s fire service pipes
Lanes for Drains engineers have helped ensure fire fighting
teams at London Gatwick Airport are at optimum readiness
by renewing pipes that supply them with water. Given the
priority placed on safety at the UK’s airports, great care is
taken to make sure critical facilities are regularly checked
and kept in good repair. The work at the UK’s second
busiest airport, near Crawley, West Sussex, involved the
inspection, cleaning and renewal of two cast iron pipes, both
600mm in diameter and 145 metres long. The pipes run

from a holding lagoon under the two carriageways of the A23 and into a pumping
station within the airport perimeter.

0161 788 22 61   www.lanesfordrains.co.uk
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Preventative winter safety solutions
Winter Safety solutions in buildings have been
tested to the limit in the UK’s recent ‘cold snap’
and many have failed the test! Water authorities
have received emergency calls from customers
with frozen and burst water pipes. Heating 
companies have received thousands of call-out
requests to defrost outlet pipes from condensing

boilers, and heat tracing suppliers have been called to provide solutions to the
almost annual problem of ice and freezing temperatures. But the message remains
the same: Prevention is better than cure! Pentair Thermal Management
manufactures a range of Raychem frost protection and ice and snow prevention
solutions that have been designed specifically with winter safety in mind. 

enq.157

Wrekin Products adds geosynthetics expertise
Wrekin Products, intelligent products for civil
engineering, adds more expertise to its geosynthet-
ics team with the appointment of Eddie Emblen as
national geosynthetics manager. This new role has
been created for Eddie who is a Chartered Civil
Engineer with over ten years’ experience working in
geosynthetics. Wrekin Products has grown to

become one of the leading suppliers of geosynthetics in the UK and Eddie will
extend the specialist support already available to specifiers and customers. Eddie’s
appointment is part of Wrekin Products expansion programme and coincides
with a move to larger premises in Lichfield.

01543 440440   www.wrekinproducts.com
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Lanes empties green water tank for first time
Saving and recycling is all the rage now –
but we can still learn from our forebears, as
Lanes for Drains discovered when asked to
empty a hidden chamber at a Grade 2 Listed
country house. Engineers based at the Lanes

for Drains Chester depot were called in to pump out and inspect the large under-
ground chamber at Walton Hall, in Warrington, Cheshire. The brick-lined
chamber had been built in the 1830s under the courtyard of the hall’s stable block
to collect rainwater delivered by downpipes. It had lain unused for decades until
the hall commissioned the refurbishments. The specialist drainage support pro-
vided by Lanes for Drains Chester had three main elements – pumping, cleaning
and surveying.
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Your environmentally friendly 
waste water and sludge 
treatment solution Advanced Aeration Ltd offer a full range of sewage treatment systems for the domestic market and major water utilities.  We also offer state-of-the-art solutions for commercial and industrial waste water applications.  

For Further Information Contact Us:  
Tel: +44 (0)23 92 200669 Fax: +44 (0)23 92 387460 

Email: sales@bio-bubble.com 
Web: www.bio-bubble.com 

 

o Low running costs 
o No foul odours 
o Low carbon footprint 
o Text alarms with remote  support option 
o Cesspool upgrades available 

o Typical Discharge Standard:  <10mg/l BOD <15mg/l Suspended Solids <1mg/l Ammonia. 
o 75% energy saving during low  flow conditions.  
o 85% sludge reduction  
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2. Ground conditions.  For example, a high water table may
require a concrete backfill to keep the tank stable. 

3. Tankering access.
4. Distance from the property/neighbouring properties. 
5. Whether the site is on an incline.  A discharge pump may be
required; these can be separate or integral to the plant.

Legislation and the Environment Agency
The type of wastewater treatment system is usually chosen at
the planning stage and submitted as part of the planning
process. The Environment Agency (E.A.) needs to be contacted
to obtain an Environmental Permit (a licence to discharge) or
an Exemption under the Environmental Permitting Program
Second Phase (EPP2). This concerns the treated or partially
treated wastewater discharged from a wastewater treatment
system. To qualify for an exemption the discharge must meet
certain criteria. If the criteria cannot be met, an application for
a permit must be made. 
Criteria for both Environmental Permits and Exemptions is

normally expressed as a ‘Consent Standard’, stated as milligrams
per litre for Biological Oxygen Demand (B.O.D.), Suspended
Solids (S.S.) and Ammonia (NH3). An Environmental Permit
may specify tighter discharge consents due to local environmen-
tal conditions, for example. Exemptions are normally available
for small sewage treatment plants serving one or two three-
bedroom properties, meeting a consent of 20 mg/L B.O.D, 30
mg/L S.S. and 20 mg/L NH3. For residential developments or
groups of properties an Environmental Permit will almost cer-
tainly be required.
In Scotland and Northern Ireland the regulations are slightly

different and advice is available from the Scottish Environment
Protection Agency (S.E.P.A.) and the Northern Ireland
Environment Agency (N.I.E.A.).  
The British Standard for small sewage treatment plants up

to a 50 population equivalent (P.E.) is BS EN 12566-3:2005;

for example 50 P.E. could be a development of 10 to 12, three
bedroom properties. Larger, shared package treatment plants
are available for developments or projects with higher popula-
tions, but due to the variable design and treatment options
available there is no British Standard specified.   
For housing or commercial developments with a shared

sewage treatment plant, consideration must be given to who
will be responsible for the maintenance, emptying and the land
it is situated on. Most sewage treatment plants also require
power for blowers, pumps and/or moving parts so the electric-
ity bills will need to be shared as well. 
In some cases, the local Water Company may be approached

to adopt a sewage treatment plant if it meets their criteria, and
can be a more desirable route. Alternatively, it may be preferable
for each property to have its own wastewater treatment system
if space and budget allows. 
It is also worth looking for systems with RIBA NBS Plus

specifications. Furthermore, choosing a system that is L.A.B.C.
registered (Local Authority Building Control) means that the
system is fully compliant with all current building control reg-
ulations, and speeds up the building approval process.
Sewage treatment plant manufacturers will be able to advise

further on all these issues, and many also offer CPD’s either
online or in person. 

‘Or housing or commercial developments
with a shared sewage treatment plant,
consideration must be given to who will be
responsible for the maintenance, emptying
and the land it is situated on’
Katherine Jennings, domestic & commercial sales manager, WPL UK
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Promat increases fire protection options
Promat UK has announced the launch of a new range of
superior quality, high performance steel doorsets, which can
provide up to 240 minutes of fire protection. The Promat
DURASMOOTH® doorsets can be produced in many dif-
ferent variations, making them suitable for a wide range of
applications, including office, industrial and commercial
premises, food and drink processing facilities, plus power
generation, petrochemical and pharmaceutical plants. Fire
rated to BS EN 1634 and Certifire approved, the new

doorsets have been specifically designed to combine impressive strength and reli-
able performance with a smooth-faced, attractive appearance. 

01344 381350   www.promat.co.uk
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The Flyscreen Company 
With the increased popularity of oversized
sliding doors and windows, the development
of a suitable Flyscreen system has been a top
priority. The Flyscreen Company’s sliding
flyscreen system for panoramic doors and
windows brings the garden into the home
without the flying insects. Frames can be

custom painted to match door and window frames. A strong PVC coated
fibreglass mesh keeps flying insects out and allows light in, without restricting
views. The system is designed to allow a variety of different fitting methods
to suit specific door and window designs. Opening and closing the panes is
easy with high quality rollers and ball bearings. enq.162

GEZE UK’s new MD’s plans for growth
GEZE UK’s new managing director Kaz
Spiewakowski has set out his plans to reinvigorate the
company, promising a subtle change of approach
designed to build on GEZE’s enviable reputation and
maximise the experience of its highly knowledgeable
staff. “Our people, our products and our reputation
are fantastic assets,” he enthused. “Despite challenging

trading conditions, our year on year sales growth is proof that we are still leaders
within this sector and we must build on these strengths as we move forward.”
Previously managing director of Exidor for six years, Kaz began his career as an
engineer, learning his trade at component and sub-assembly manufacturers within
the motor, electronics and consumer goods industries. enq.163

Helping keep Air Ambulances off the ground
The VEKA UK Group has been busy fund
raising for the last few months and is 
understandably proud of these efforts. It was
decided that the industry renowned 
PVC-U systems supplier would focus on 
supporting the North West Air Ambulance
and Midlands Air Ambulance in the second
half of 2012 and an impressive £2,200 has
been raised for these charities in total.

Gabriela Hammond, head of human resources at VEKA plc explains: “We're very
proud to have raised more than £2,000 to support two such worthy causes.”

01282 716611   www.vekauk.com

   

enq.164

VEKA conservatory stands up to Hurricane
When Hurricane Sandy almost completely
destroyed a New Jersey homeowners' conserva-
tory, it was Network VEKA and New York-based
Hampton Conservatories, LLC to the rescue!
Homeowner Susan Jannucci used a local
company, which is now out of business, to create
her conservatory in 2004 and it was built using

VEKA plc profile. Determined to have her conservatory roof re-built with exactly
the same quality, Susan sourced the conservatory wall components back to the
Burnley-based manufacturer, and emailed Network VEKA with a plea for help
in locating someone in the New Jersey area that could help them.

01282 473170   www.networkveka.co.uk

        

enq.165

Westbury at ‘The Building Centre’
Westbury is pleased to announce the opening of a new
permanent display at the Building Centre in central
London. The purpose built display has been constructed
to represent a cross section of traditional timber fenes-
tration, including full scale samples of; Box Sash
Window with traditional weights and cords plus Sliding
Sash with pre-tensioned spring balances, Casement
Window featuring traditionally proportioned sections
and projecting mullions adding depth, oak stained six

pane classic entrance door, and finally a full scale timber roof lantern with accom-
panying fascia as seen in the Orangery designs. They create flush joints and clean
lines while incorporating traditional mouldings.

        

enq.166

enq.167

Our sewage treatment plants provide fully compliant ‘out of sight, peace of 
mind’ wastewater treatment for individual buildings, right up to large-scale 
housing developments. For more information, contact our technical sales team. 

CPD’s & NBS Plus
TECHNICAL advice
ON-SITE support
SIMPLE installation
LOW visual impact
EASY maintenance

  

 WPL HiPAF - 80 Population Equivalent
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http://www.flyscreen.com
http://www.geze.co.uk
http://www.westburyjoinery.com
http://www.wpl.co.uk


More than 3,800 sq m of perfo-
rated metal cladding from
RMIG, which incorporates

Soundtex acoustic damping material, 
has been used to line the interior of the
iconic Crystal building on Copenhagen’s
waterfront district, which is now the
headquarters of Danish financial services
group, Nykredit.

Designed by architects Schmidt
Hammer Lassen, the multi-faceted struc-
ture uses a triple glazed façade to refract
and reflect light throughout the interior,
while also helping minimise any solar
heat gain within the building. Its crys-
talline shape, designed in the form of a
'Z', rises asymmetrically above the ground
to a height of 34 metres and incorporates
two atria to further improve lighting and
aid the building’s natural ventilation.

As the building is constructed using 
an extensive glass clad structure, the
architects wanted to ensure that the

working environment was free from noise
and echoes caused by sound reflected
from the glazing and the internal struc-
tural components, without compromis-
ing the building’s clean modern design.

To help achieve this, RMIG worked
with Schmidt Hammer Lassen and 
contractor Jakon, to create the sound
absorbing perforated panel design, which
is installed throughout the building’s
interior on walls and within The
Crystal’s two triangular atria.

Manufactured from mild steel and fin-
ished with a polyester powder coated
finish in an RAL 9016 white, each of the
2,258 panels incorporate Soundtex
acoustic damping material and were
designed by RMIG to include a special
number code to enable them to be
installed in the precise individual loca-
tion by the contractor.

Prior to manufacturing the panels for
the project, RMIG created a series of full

sized ‘mock-up’ panels for testing and
approval by the contractor, to ensure they
met the precise manufacturing and
acoustic performance criteria demanded
by the architects.

01925 839 600
info.uk@rmig.com
www.rmig.com

RMIG provides a sound solution
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http://www.visionrooflights.co.uk
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Next generation of exterior films
Renolit Exofol PX is a new and unique exterior film that incorporates improved
performance in every aspect of the product construction, leading to significantly
better weatherability and an increase in the overall life of the film. The 
new film is on display for the first time in the UK at the FIT Show in Telford.
Initially available with twenty-six classic & premier effects Renolit Exofol PX
provides a significant advantage over traditional films currently available to the
market. As a result of its advanced technical properties, Renolit Exofol PX is
launched with an extended guarantee and supporting warranty. In the UK, a guar-
antee can be offered of up to 15 years. The essential benefit is that customers can
have greater confidence in the performance of the products laminated with
Renolit Exofol PX. The product represents one of most significant product
launches with in the exterior film market for some considerable time. Renolit
Exofol PX is available ex-stock in 26 of the most popular and best selling exterior
woodgrain designs and solid colours.  

01670 718222   www.renolit.com enq.170

Have you heard the rumours?
“Roto are pulling out of the UK.” ‘Really?’ “Oh yeah. They’ve closed their office
and warehouse here, and shut down their UK website as well.” ‘Seriously?’
“Straight up. They even announced it in the magazines. Anyone who wants to
buy the hardware now has to get it from Belgium.” So is any of that true? We’ve
gathered up the facts for you. Of course, closing an office or a warehouse is not
exactly the same as withdrawing from a market. Nowhere near, in fact. Roto’s UK
operation still exists as a British registered company. Their sales and technical
team continue to cover the entire UK. They’ve modernised their logistics opera-
tion, using both their own resources and those of external specialists, all with one
aim: to provide you with the best service possible. There is one thing above all
that proves their commitment to the UK: investment. Seven new Roto develop-
ments are on their way, with the UK very much in mind.

01788 558600   www.roto-frank.com enq.171

http://www.theheritagewindowcompany.co.uk
http://www.1stfoldingslidingdoors.co.uk
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CE how VEKA can help with July changes!
Systems supplier VEKA plc is proud to assist 
customers in preparing to comply with CE Marking
requirements. CE Marking will become mandatory
on 1 July 2013 and VEKA has already hosted a
nationwide series of seminars to help ready the
industry for these and other changes. The award-

winning company has also now sent out a number of documents to its customers
providing all the necessary information to achieve their CE Marking goal. Colin
Torley VEKA sales and marketing director explains: “During our recent inform-
ative roadshows we made a promise to assist our customers even further by making
guidance documents and templates available by the end of January 2013.” 

01282 716611   www.vekauk.com

   

enq.174

Timbmet extended Oak Moulding range
Timbmet has updated and extended its range of kiln
dried Engineered White Oak Mouldings. Providing
clear, knot free profiles with increased stability and
minimal waste, the Timbmet range is extensive. It now
includes ex stock skirting and architrave products, along
with a range of stair products including mopstick and

crown handrails, infil and base rails. The door and window range includes rebated
door casings, door linings, weather bars and window boards. A moulding for
internal cladding application completes the range. Timbmet’s Engineered Oak
Moulding range is available from stock, ready to be delivered within 48 hours
through the company’s national distribution network or its merchant partners. 

01865 860303   www.timbmet.com enq.175

TECTUS – ‘Winning’ hinges
Over 5,000 SIMONSWERK award winning TECTUS
hinges, model TE 528 3D satin stainless steel, were fitted
throughout the 2012 London Olympic Village venue, 
primarily in corridor areas to ensure harmonised aesthetics
for athletes by concealing all the electrical ducting and
service piping behind jib door panels manufactured by
Leaderflush Shapland. TECTUS hinges are completely

hidden from view and provide perfect door alignment and a flush fitting clean
line design. Created for safety, with minimum pivot gaps to prevent finger injury,
these maintenance free, 3D adjustable hinges were an ideal solution for this 
prestigious Olympic project – planned by Architects Fletcher Priest and housing
17,000 competitors and officials. 

 

enq.176

Ultra slim profiles feature on Hi-Finity system
A stylish, new sliding door range, from Reynaers
Aluminium, Hi-Finity is a sustainable, ultra-slim
profile system that made its debut at Ecobuild.
Innovative in style and design and with industry-
leading profiles that hardly impact on the exterior
view, Hi-Finity allows, more than ever, the internals

of a building to merge seamlessly with the outdoors. This not only gives a light
and airy feel to any living space, but also increases the feeling of spaciousness.
Providing extra strength and durability, the glazed units can accommodate large
glass panels of up to 500kg. Although the large glazed areas already offer good
thermal efficiency, Hi-Finity is also available in double and triple glazed versions
to provide increased levels of thermal and acoustic insulation.

 

enq.177

Steel windows keep pace with Part L
Often being chosen for their architectural accuracy, 
elegance or physical strength, steel framed windows 
continue to be able to satisfy the full requirements of
the Building Regulations, thanks to the detailed
development work carried out by the industry’s trade
body, the Steel Window Association. As a result of

the SWA’s latest phase of physical advancements to the W30 systems’ thermal
insulation performance, and independent testing of specimen windows, it has
now achieved the BFRC ‘B’ rating standard and is able to satisfy the requirements
of the revised Part L covering new build properties. Much of the development
work has been carried out by long term SWA member, NSB Casements in con-
sultation with the association’s technical committee.

   

enq.178

Colourful panels supplied to flagship building
Aluglaze composite panels from Panel Systems have
been supplied to The Link, a flagship community
building for young people, which is based under the
Harrow Manor Way flyover in South Thamesmead,
London. Powder coated aluminium was specified in

red, orange, yellow and green to provide a vibrant exterior to The Link that 
complemented the colour of the curtain walling. The Aluglaze panels included
Styrofoam insulation, which achieved a U-value of 0.35 W/m2K, offering high
thermal performance. The panels were supplied to the contractors on behalf of
Trust Thamesmead, the community development agency for Thamesmead. Panel
Systems has the ability to fabricate a wide range of architectural infill panels with
facings, such as aluminium, steel and high pressure laminate.

 

enq.179

Ascent™ an advance in wall envelope design 
The Ascent™ product portfolio provides the means to create modern stylish façades
with one common element, at their heart, a Eurobond non-combustible cored
architectural panel system. This unique solution combines ease and speed of instal-
lation to create a weathertight building envelope early on in the build programme
with unparalleled design flexibility. Rainspan™ sits within this portfolio and is the
perfect structural support for Eurobond’s wide range of partner façade systems.
From metallic, to traditional brick or terracotta tile to engineered timber solutions,
Rainspan™ combines aesthetics, functionality and performance to offer the com-
plete façade solution. Installation of all Rainspan™ systems is fast and easy and the
long span capability can reduce secondary steelwork requirements and build costs.
Rainspan™ also delivers low environmental impact by virtue of a high recycled
material content, full recyclability and promotes energy efficiency.

02920 776677   www.eb-ascent.co.uk enq.180

http://www.simonswerk.co.uk
http://www.reynaers.co.uk
http://www.steel-window-association.co.uk
http://www.panelsystems.co.uk


Levolux shines at Fabrica
A new speculative office development in Manchester
known as Fabrica, draws admiring glances from
onlookers, thanks to its striking external screening solu-
tion, from a UK leading specialist, Levolux. Fabrica,
named in honour of the area’s textile heritage, provides
21,000 sq ft of BREEAM Excellent rated office space,
arranged over five floors. The imposing office building
stands out from neighbouring buildings with its gold

perforated exterior. As is customary with modern office developments, there is an
abundance of full-height glazing to maximise daylight levels. External window treat-
ment was required on exposed elevations to increase privacy and comfort levels for
occupants, and to create a distinctive external aesthetic.

respond online at www.adfonline.eu
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New industrial unit from Steadmans
Building products manufacturer Steadmans
has supplied materials for a new industrial
unit at major Scottish fish catcher, processer
and retailer, Dee Fish. The new building,
installed by Dumfries-based M K Welding,
benefits from 2,000 linear metres of
Steadmans AS35 insulated panels, with

100mm goosewing grey used for the roof and 80mm olive green used for the 
walls. The company’s one-stop-shop capability also saw it provide 1,250 linear
metres of purlins, eaves beams and a host of ancillary products including fixings
and flashings. AS35 panels are manufactured in a quality process certified to ISO
9001:2008, with non-ozone depleting technology. enq.182

Living Hoardings improve London Borough
Mobilane’s Living Hoardings have been installed at
Ponders End in Enfield as regeneration work takes
place following the riots of August 2011. This is the
first time that the company’s pre-grown ivy Living
Hoardings have been supplied as part of a leased
arrangement. Planting the 70 sq m hoarding has the

same impact on reducing pollutants as three full-sized city trees but takes up a
fraction of the space. They are made of ivy, delivered in bio-degradable troughs,
which are then fitted to the base of the hoarding panels with roots positioned
behind the panel to protect them. The watering system is automatically controlled
through a dripper system through, which fertiliser is also added when needed. 

0870 2427710   www.mobilane.co.uk enq.183

Making a statement with Marley Eternit 
When Scottish architectural practice Studio DuB was
commissioned to develop an unremarkable suburban
house plot into a striking contemporary home, they
selected the aesthetic appeal and proven performance
of Marley Eternit’s fibre cement slates to help ensure a
design vision became an award-winning reality. The

site – situated at Craiglockhart in Edinburgh –was bought by the present owners
with planning consent for a standard suburban dwelling but, with the architects’
imagination given free rein by the owners, that proposal was totally re-imagined
into a visually arresting property. Central to the transformation has been the spec-
ification of Marley Eternit’s Thrutone slate. As well as aesthetic benefits, Marley
Eternit’s slate also has a raft of sustainability credentials. enq.184

Rainline specified for supported housing 
Lindab’s steel based Rainline rainwater drainage
system was recently specified for an award winning
supported housing scheme designed by Liverpool
based architects, Denovo Design. The Cherry Mill
development in Liverpool won the ‘Best Green
Home’ award at the recenly held ‘Your Move
Awards’ and a Silver Green Apple Award for

Environmental Best Practice. Quick and easy to install, Rainline is precision engi-
neered by Lindab to simply click together for a perfect watertight fit. On-site
labour time and costs are kept to a minimum. Available in 10 stylish high build
polyester colours, the finish of which is guaranteed for 15 years including the
increasingly popular Silver Metallic. enq.186

Kemper’s seed-based membrane
The Royal Botanic Gardens Kew can look forward to a drier future thanks to
Kemperol 2K-PUR, a cold liquid-applied waterproofing system from Kemper
Systemmade from the seeds of the Ricinus communis plant! Opened in 2000 as
a seed archive and research facility that stores millions of seeds gathered from
plants at threat of extinction from around the world, Kew’s Millennium Seed
Bank at Wakehurst Place is a globally renowned facility. Ricinus Communis, more
commonly known as the castor oil plant is amongst the collections at Kew’s
Millennium Seed Bank and is a sustainable crop used as the basis for Kemper
System’s ground breaking solvent-free and odourless waterproofing membrane.
Draper Construction primed the gutters with Kempertec Primer before applying
the Kemperol 2K-PUR resin. The resin saturates a polyester reinforcement fleece,
which is immensely strong, flexible and tear resistant. 

01925 44 55 32   www.kempersystem.co.uk
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Yeoman brings house back to former glory
Yeoman Rainguard, a market leader in rainwater
systems, were brought in to help bring a derelict prop-
erty back to its former glory. Yeoman Rainguard 125 x
100 MOG Aluminium XL Gutters and 100 x 75 XL
and 75 x 75 XL pipes, which matched the originals, in
black were supplied for the house and also for a lodge
and refurbished garage located in the grounds. Anita
Mitchell explained: “There were also some decorative
ear bands with a flower motif on the original fall pipes,
which at one time had been an attractive external feature

and we were keen to replicate, which Yeoman Rainguard did successfully and we
were pleased with the end result.”

   

enq.187

http://www.levolux.com
http://www.steadmans.co.uk
http://www.marleyeternit.co.uk
http://www.lindab.co.uk
http://www.rainguard.co.uk
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http://www.eaglesgw.co.uk/
http://www.glazinginnovations.co.uk
http://www.arp-ltd.com


St Giles-on-the-Heath
School 

North Devon

  

  

   

Wernick modular buildings
When cost-effectiveness, a tight delivery 
and minimum disruption are top priorities

The Ofsted inspection report on St Giles-on-the-Heath School in
Devon described it as “an outstanding and very special 
little school”.

The three modules for the school’s new pre-school building were
craned in over three hours one morning. Finishing work on the site
took just eight weeks, giving an on-site construction time that was
dramatically less than traditional build and without the noise,
intrusion and disruption that traditional techniques bring with them.
The exterior of Wernick modular buildings can be finished to suit our
clients’ budgets and aesthetic choice. 
St Giles School’s new building is clad in Siberian Larch, a sustainable
wood that complements the school’s environment.

Charlotte McCarroll, the unit’s manager and teacher said, “This
building is light years away from our previous accommodation”.

With the addition of this new purpose-designed building, St Giles
School experienced a period of great positive change, of which
Wernick Buildings were proud to be part.

Available for sale, lease or hire, Wernick buildings come with
a complete design and build package. Ask for your copy of
our Modular Buildings brochure now.Ask for a copy of our
brochure and DVD and open your eyes to modular building.

�This building is light years
away from our previous
accommodation.
Holly Torvell, Head Teacher of St Giles-on-the-Heath School, Devon

�

For additional information 
visit www.wernick.co.uk or call

Wernick Buildings 0800 18 18 22
Wernick Hire 0800 51 55 55

Why choose modular
- scan this QR code to see our video! 

Contemporary modular buildings - Sustainable construction without compromise

A very special
little school

reader
enquiry
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http://www.wernick.co.uk


Time to engage with the 
modular construction industry 

‘Site installation
of the modules
is quick and
generally a 
quiet operation’
Alison Stickland, Rollalong Ltd

Alison Stickland at Rollalong Ltd talks about how the different sectors of construction are
looking into resolving their future requirements with the most efficient and cost effective
option available, modular building

Looking for more efficient ways of delivering a project
on time, improving quality and measuring carbon
omissions, reduction of waste on-site coupled with

reducing unnecessary labour costs. These can all be achieved
with modules built off-site in a quality controlled factory
environment. Modular buildings are delivered to site in a 
virtually finished state where possible. Key drivers for the use
of off-site construction:

Sustainability
Modular buildings are sustainable buildings. The design and
build process will ensure that the building required achieves the
energy rating target, BREEAM or Ecohomes.

The procurement team ensures that materials are responsibly
sourced and fully documented.

Modular manufacturers’ teams are able to minimise waste,
by using pre-prepared materials, full segregation of any waste
products, local recycling and those products that cannot be
recycled are sent to regional recycling centres.  

Reductions in site waste 
Site teams are provided with over 80 per cent of the building
complete from the factory and through well-trained and expe-
rienced site managers, site waste and time is minimised. As with
manufacture site waste is segregated and recycled accordingly.

Minimum site disruption
Another environmental benefit during the construction period
is from the shorter construction time, which lessens the impact
on the local environment. Site installation of the modules is

quick and generally a quiet operation with no requirement for
site storage or additional equipment, which may be noisy and
intrusive to those around. Constructing in this way also reduces
the number of deliveries and the number of contractors coming
and going to site, which could disturb nearby neighbours.

Improved construction safety
In a factory environment the work is brought to the operative;
it is presented at the correct height, with all of the materials,
tools and consumables necessary to carry out the work – right
first time.

As the modules are delivered to site over 80 per cent com-
plete this reduces the number of deliveries of materials reducing
the risk of accident.
 
Fast track project programmes
For many construction projects, especially for the MoD and
Healthcare sectors, time is of the essence for many reasons.
Modular construction is the perfect solution for projects of this
nature due to the relatively short time required on-site, com-
pared to a traditional solution. For example a recent project saw
5,500m² of clinical accommodation completed for the MoD
within nine months of breaking ground.

Despite off-site construction having been a major contribu-
tor to the construction industry since the post war years, there
is still a tendency for many to regard the process of off-site con-
struction as inferior or new and unknown with many associated

respond online at www.adfonline.eu
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risks. Many still look to traditional construction as a safer bet.
Still using the old fashioned procurement practice, this type 
of construction can give low levels of productivity – usually
dependent on the weather elements – often poor quality fin-
ishes, almost certainly more waste material on-site, and limited
site control; over run on contract periods, which all have a habit
of turning into costs. Traditional construction methods struggle
to deliver high levels of performance for buildings that require
a high degree of accuracy; this is much more achievable in a
factory controlled environment.

Off-site construction companies are able to offer a full
turnkey package without the need to absorb expensive procure-
ment costs, which can be ill afforded in today’s market place.
Working with clients and architects from the first stages of their
scheme ensures that requirements have been met from the off. 

Old perceptions of modular buildings stick in people’s
minds but the fact is that designs and technology have moved
on and we can now offer high quality buildings with a 60 year
design life.

Should you have a requirement for a new building, decide
early, embrace with the designs of a modular building solution.
Engage with them, this will enable the architect to get involved
at an early stage to see how best to manufacture the building
being designed and how to get the best out of the construction,
which should create a cheaper and faster solution that suits all.

‘Off-site construction companies are
able to offer a turnkey package’
Alison Stickland, Rollalong Ltd

respond online at www.adfonline.eu
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Defining the correct standard for CE marking
There are now nearly 600 harmonised European
Standards covering several thousand product
types. With the deadline of 30 June 2013 to get
your products CE marked fast approaching,
identifying the relevant standards for your prod-
ucts is not easy, especially as some have a wide

ranging scope. Take for instance BS EN 1090-1:2009 Execution of steel structures
and aluminium structures as an example. This is a harmonised European Standard,
which deals with the design and manufacture of load bearing components and
structures made of steel or aluminium. The BBA can help in identifying the rele-
vant standards.

01923 665300   www.bbacerts.co.uk enq.193

Faster replastering with the Dryzone System
The new Dryzone System from Safeguard Europe offers
a faster way to replaster after treating rising damp – in
just 24 hours. The Dryzone System permits ordinary
plasterboard to be fixed directly to damp and salt con-
taminated walls, by using Dryshield cream and Drygrip
adhesive. The Dryzone System is breathable and as effec-

tive as a sand:cement render. It also allows the use of cement-based plasters to be
avoided when treating rising damp on heritage projects. For more information
contact Safeguard Europe or visit the website. A new RIBA-approved CPD
seminar on Rising Damp: Causes and Treatment is also available free-of-charge
to specifiers and surveyors. 

01403 210204   www.safeguardeurope.com

     

enq.194

Kingspan TEK® takes to the stage
The KingspanTEK® Building System is helping
the Hafren theatre in Powys reach new heights
as part of a £900,000 refurbishment, enabling
far more ambitious productions to be staged. To
construct the high-level extension, Kingspan
TEK® Building System panels were fixed exter-

nally around a steel frame. This provided the structure with the required racking
resistance and stability while also delivering excellent thermal performance and
airtightness. The Kingspan TEK® Building System’s highly insulated core allows
it to achieve U-values of 0.21 W/m2.K and below, while its proprietary joint
system can help reduce air leakage levels.

01544 387 384   www.kingspantek.co.uk

       

enq.195

Roofshield to the rescue
The A. Proctor Group recently donated 10 rolls
of their high specification pitched roof underlay,
Roofshield, to renovate The Meal Mill on the
Scottish Isle of Raasay. The refurbishment of the
old Mill will help to sustain and develop both the
economy and cultural heritage of the remote
island of Raasay. Roofshield has unique vapour
and air permeability characteristics, which allows

even the most complex of pitched roofs to breathe – without the need for tradi-
tional air gaps or secondary venting products. Roofshield is as easy to install as
traditional roofing felt. 

01250 872 261   www.proctorgroup.com
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http://www.rollalong.co.uk
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All your heating, cooking & hot water
from a single MCS registered appliance

0845 226 5754
www.stovesonline.co.uk

Smart 120 wood pellet cooker

The Crags Industrial Park, Morven Street,
Creswell, Derbyshire S80 4AJ.

Tel: 0844 99 104 04    www.ybscomposites.com

Thin Hybrid Multi-layer Insulation Blanket

Insulation for use in Roofs, Walls & Floors

SuperQuilt is Equivalent to 200mm of Glass Wool 
in a two layer Roof Application

enq.201 enq.202

Gradient’s roofing contractors accessory
In an increasingly competitive market it’s important to offer
the most appropriate solution in the quickest time possible.
That’s why Gradient Flat Roofing has launched a new 
accessories guide, which gathers together information on the
company’s range of tapered flat roofing accessories into a
handy single point of reference. Downloadable from the
Gradient website at the website, the new 12 page document
offers specification and benefit details on various accessories

such as trapezoidal fillers, angle fillets, water deflectors and drainer boards. The
accessories guide also provides information on typical applications and fixing
techniques for each of the products. 

01902 791888   www.gradientuk.com
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RigiSystems in the space age
The new 1,800 square metre Aerospace Technology
Centre at Nottingham University provides a dedi-
cated research and information exchange facility
within the Institute for Aerospace Technology. It also
provides a showcase for RigiSystems Ziplok standing
seam profile with MicroZink finish in a roof to wall 

application, which perfectly complements the space age nature of the project.
MicroZink provides all the performance benefits of aluminium with the aesthetic
appeal of a traditional zinc roof. The coating even changes colour and gloss over
time in almost exactly the same way as pure zinc, yet in all other respects the 
profiles behave in the same way as standard aluminium.

01905 750500   www.rigisystems.org
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Recticel ready new class of Eurothane range
Recticel insulation is pleased to announce the launch of
a Class 0 version of its popular Eurothane GP board.
Eurothane GP Class 0 is composed from a closed cell,
rigid polyisocyanurate foam core, which is faced on both
sides with an aluminium foil. It has an exceptionally low
thermal conductivity of 0.022 W/mK making it ideal for

applications that require very high levels of thermal insulation. What’s more, it is
both CFC and HCFC free, meaning it has zero ozone depletion potential. The
new board, which retains all of the insulating properties found in Recticel’s
popular Eurothane products, features a “Class 0” rating, offering increased 
application possibilities for contractors and safety for end users. 

01782 590 407   www.recticelinsulation.co.uk enq.199

Unique Aeroflow electric radiator
Electrorad® is the sole UK supplier of the
unique Aeroflow electric radiator. Internally the
radiator has multiple 100 per cent energy effi-
cient electric elements embedded in fireclay
heat plates. The fireclay acts as a heat transfer
medium to ensure an even temperature across
the whole of the radiator surface. Each side of

the heated core are convection flutes designed to draw the colder air from the
floor level and supply the warmed air into the room. Radiant and convection heat
are produced to give the ideal mix and ensure the highest levels of comfort. Each
radiator has a built-in electronic room thermostat and programming system.  

0844 479 0055   www.electrorad.co.uk enq 200

http://www.ybsinsulation.com
http://www.stovesonline.co.uk
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Schlüter®-BEKOTEC-THERM the perfect solution for listed building
A Grade II listed building in a Rutland village, which underwent refurbishment following a period of decline, now has a state-
of-the-art underfloor heating system after Schlüter®-BEKOTEC-THERM was selected as the sole solution to its unique
requirements. The Grange, an 18th century residential property had a lime mortar screed. This required an underfloor heating
system to be installed without a damp-proof membrane, which allowed the floor to ‘breathe’, with moisture from beneath the
screed escaping as a vapour, rather than being forced into the building’s walls and causing damage to plaster and paint finishes.
Schlüter-Systems Ltd was able to assist the contractors with sourcing the most appropriate method using the Schlüter®-
BEKOTEC-THERM modular screed and underfloor heating system. Ian Knifton, divisional manager at Schlüter-Systems,
commented, “With a low weight, low construction height and the additional system components available for waterproofing
and uncoupling the substrate, Schlüter®-BEKOTEC-THERM is particularly suitable for renovations and installing in older
buildings, as it allows for a wide range of custom-tailored solutions. As well as its performance and ease of use, what makes
Schlüter®-BEKOTEC-THERM really stand out from the crowd is its five year covering assembly warranty.

01530 813396   www.schluter.co.uk enq.203

The spark of inspiration from BMF
Responding to an increasing number of enquiries from architects and specifiers, BMF now offers a free unrivalled service to
help professionals find the right stove or fireplace for their project. Ben Freeman, co-owner at BMF, explains: “If you are looking
for a large format, balanced flue gas fire, a substantial wood burning stove or a pellet stove that still makes a statement, we have
a wealth of knowledge to help you make sure your plans fit the bill. Whether it’s a commercial or domestic project, BMF can
specify and supply fires and stoves from a wide selection of the world’s top manufacturers. This includes products suitable for
the most eco-friendly of developments, ensuring you choose a product that suits not only the style of your plans, but also provides
the heat output the property requires, heating anything from one room to a whole house.” BMF can also help design and supply
the appropriate flue system. They take into consideration all the necessary regulations and health and safety requirements, as
well as designing, supplying and, if required, installing custom-made fireplaces and surrounds, made from steel to stone. Some
of the most exclusive and sought after stove and fireplace manufacturers across the world are available from BMF, including
Stuv, Bodart & Gonay, Piazzetta, M-design, J Rotherhams, Rais, Harrie Leenders, Clearview and Town & Country.

0113 2660096   www.bmfonline.co.uk enq.204

http://www.fireplaces-radiators-stoves.co.uk
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Vortice scores a hat trick!
For the third year running, Burton on Trent ventilation
systems supplier Vortice Ltd has ended the year with a
double digit increase in sales. Vortice specialises in energy
efficient ventilation systems for domestic, commercial
and industrial projects. General manager Kevin Hippey

said: “Our focus in these testing economic times has been on energy efficient 
ventilation systems and innovating so that we’re consistently producing products
that are up to date and appropriate for tomorrow’s housing, commercial and
industrial developments.” Vortice has developed a range of heat recovery systems
for domestic and commercial application that have been particularly well received
and have featured in some of the country’s top property schemes. 

01283 492949   www.vortice.ltd.uk enq.206

Setting new warm air heating standards
Building on its position as a technology and market leader in
warm air heating, Johnson & Starley has incorporated the latest
proven cutting edge technology into its new range of WarmCair
condensing warm air heaters. They have been designed to offer
low running costs, exceptional reliability, unrivalled efficiency
and warmth as well as low carbon and NOx emissions with the
added benefit of low operational noise levels. The heaters are
suitable for both new build and for replacement heating upgrade
installations. A WarmCair heater can replace any existing warm

air heater with minimum disruption and with replacement installation times 
generally less than one day. The inclusion (as standard) of a quiet integral 
condense pump is an additional benefit to both installer and customer. enq.207

Subtle feature
Stylish yet unobtrusive, the Unifocus wood-burning fire
is just one example from an extensive collection made
by French company Focus, and available in the UK from
Diligence International. Two options are available –
the 13 and the 70 – with the numbers denoting (in mm)

the width of the frame surrounding the glass-fronted fire. The 13mm frame offers
a façade that measures 736mm wide by 666mm high, while the 70mm variant is
850mm wide by 780mm high. Capable of delivering an impressive 15kW of heat
output, the Unifocus can be used in traditional or modern settings – its simple
lines allow it to be a stylish but unobtrusive addition to any interior design
scheme. The fire will require a suitable secondary flue system. Weighing-in at
310kg, the Unifocus also comes as a double-sided option.

 

enq.208

Polypipe exhibit at MosBuild Building Interiors
Following the company’s success at MosBuild in
2012, Polypipe – plastic piping systems manufac-
turer – is to exhibit this year with an even wider range
of its high quality plastic piping and underfloor
heating systems. Visitors to Russia’s largest building
and interiors trade event, which takes place at

Moscow’s Expocentre, will have an opportunity to learn more about Polypipe’s
wide range of expertly engineered plastic piping and under floor heating systems
at Stand R327 from 2 – 5 April 2013. In addition to the high quality Polyplumb
and Polyfit water distribution pressure piping solutions and underfloor heating,
the Polypipe team will be showcasing an extended range of their Terrain rainwater
plastic piping systems.

 

enq.209

http://www.johnsonandstarley.co.uk
http://www.diligenceinternational.com
http://www.diligenceinternational.com
http://www.vents.co.uk


Choose a colour...
...any colour

With our in-house facilities we can spray metal plates to match
any RAL colour of your choice.

 Tel: 01424 858060  www.focus-sb.co.uk
No long lead times    No minimum order    Bespoke serviceNo long lead times No minimum order Bespoke service

E L E C T R I C A L  A C C E S S O R I E S

MODERN LIGHTING SOLUTIONS
Lighting catalogue with style shots available on request

0208 123 7914

www.modernlightingsolutions.co.uk
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RIDI Lighting fits its own LED modules
RIDI Lighting has announced the release of the next
generation of its EBRME-LED recessed modular
luminaires, which are now fitted with RIDI’s own
highly efficient LED boards. The EBRME models are
designed for lay-in or drawn-up recessed mounting and
are available with opal acrylic panels, micro-prismatic
diffusers or parabolic louvres. The addition of the LED
modules, featuring the use of Samsung chips, adds key

elements of energy efficiency and low maintenance benefits to this cost effective
range. Designed for use in modular ceilings, the steel housing and powder coated
body is durable and deliberately minimalist for easy cleaning and its increased
suitability for a variety of applications. enq.212

Wandsworth launches sleek Penthouse range
Pioneer of the flat plate wiring accessory, The Wandsworth Group, has made
sockets and switches sleeker than ever with the launch of its Penthouse range of
screw-less, flush-fitting plates. Engineered to remove the need for the plastic grids
or intermediary sections usually required for screw-less plates, products in the
Wandsworth Penthouse range fit directly to a metal grid via a patented clip and
bush system. This holds them discretely to the wall, enabling a flush-mounted
and screw-less finish while providing a secure and robust mounting method that
is hidden from view. Managing director of The Wandsworth Group, Gary Stevens
comments: “The Penthouse range is a design-led series of wiring accessories and
we are constantly looking for ways to engineer our products to enhance both 
functionality and aesthetics. The new Penthouse accessories will complement any
interior style with no unsightly screws or fixings.”

01483 713400   www.wandsworthgroup.com
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Architects specify Heckmondwike FB carpet
John Stark & Crickmay Partnership Architects,
based in Dorset, has specified Broadrib and Array
carpet tiles from Heckmondwike FB as part of its
own office refurbishment. Array is the latest addi-
tion to Heckmondwike FB’s creative flooring range
and is proving popular for both commercial and

education environments. On this project, a stunning effect has been achieved by
use of the Array tile with its striking blue surface pattern, which is used in con-
junction with Broadrib in blue to create contrasting circles of colour throughout
the public areas of the building. The carpet was installed by Tiling and Flooring
Solutions of Dorchester, which used an innovative method of cutting the tiles to
create the eyecatching circular effect.

   

enq.213

http://www.ridi-lighting.co.uk
http://www.heckmondwike-fb.co.uk
http://www.modernlightingsolutions.co.uk/
http://www.focus-sb.co.uk
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Armstrong Ceilings’ ‘A Book’ is inspiring
A showcase of ceiling quality and innovation,
plus everything an architect or interior
designer needs to specify a greener ceiling, is
contained in Armstrong’s ‘A Book’ for 2013.
The brochure from the leading supplier of
interior building solutions features a variety of
stunning UK and Europe-wide new-build and

renovation case studies that make for some sustainable coffee table reading. The
‘A Book’ features Armstrong’s portfolio of products, manufactured from mineral,
metal, wood and resin, as used on projects in the office, retail, leisure, transport,
education and healthcare sectors. 

01895 251122   www.armstrong-ceilings.co.uk
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New suite of digital marketing tools
Crosswater, Bauhaus and Simpsons have launched
a comprehensive range of Apple Brochure Apps
available free of charge from iTunes Newsstand as
well as a new line-up of page-turning interactive
brochures on the company’s group website. This
significant investment in new marketing media
will be a real asset for both the trade and the 

consumer and is the result of a year-long research and commissioning programme.
Marten Baker, commercial manager for Crosswater explains: “The interactive
brochures and brochures apps will be heavily marketed in consumer magazines
and in store, we at Crosswater are extremely keen on modern marketing 
techniques and see both these initiatives as crucial.” enq.217

Wood coatings experts join Remmers UK
Remmers UK Ltd, a leading wood coatings specialist,
is pleased to welcome Dave Christie (left) to their
wood coatings team as a technical sales manager to
partner his fellow technical sales manager Brian
Priestley (right). With over 40 years of experience
between them in the UK timber industry, both Brian
and Dave have worked with a number of major com-

panies and are equipped with the specialist knowledge of wood treatments and
coatings. Their aim is to greatly expand the future growth of Remmers timber
section and win competitive tenders with joinery manufacturers, clients, consult-
ants and specifiers, in today’s challenging marketplace.

0845 373 0103   www.remmers.co.uk

 

Bollards explained in print
Leafield Environmental, the Wiltshire based street furniture
manufacturer has produced a new six page, full colour bollard
selector that details its complete range of highway bollards
in a simple brief format. All Leafield bollards are rotationally
moulded from a durable thermoplastic polymer in a wide
range of colours. They are reported to withstand extremes of
temperature and never chip, rust or require painting.
Compared to traditional metal bollards they are up to 20

times lighter and consequently easier to transport and handle. Leafield highway
bollards are available with a variety of fixing types including permanent, anti-ram,
bayonet socket and surface mount. 

01225 816522   www.leafieldhighway.com
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Crown Paints’ Climate Week sponsorship
Crown Paints marked Ecobuild with prominent support for Britain’s biggest
climate change campaign, Climate Week. The UK paint manufacturer was a
national partner of the initiative, which used high profile celebrities and 
community events to inspire a new wave of action to create a sustainable future.
Sponsorship of Climate Week reinforces Crown’s long-standing commitment to
the environment. The company’s award-winning programme, Earthbalance, sets
the standard in embedding sustainability at the heart of a business and has seen
Crown gain increasing recognition as being among the top tier of sustainable
businesses in the UK. Crown’s investment in carbon footprinting technology is
helping the company achieve these targets. This process enables the company to
measure the footprint of all products across its range, including the specification
brands of Crown Trade, Sadolin and Sandtex Trade, and then make the necessary
changes to reduce carbon output, without affecting paint’s quality. enq.220
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http://www.crosswater.co.uk
http://www.crowntrade.co.uk
http://www.glasnovations.com


Platform lifts and the
disabled access market

‘Service providers
and workplaces are
to make reasonable
provisions and/or
adjustments to
overcome physical
features, which 
obstruct the less
able to access 
facilities’
Craig Merry, director, 
Invalifts Limited

Craig Merry, director at Invalifts Limited discusses the choices there
are when specifying a platform lift

The market for platform lifts increased significantly after
the introduction of the Disability Discrimination Act
(DDA) in 1995.

From 1 October 2010, the Equality Act replaced most of the
Disability Discrimination Act. The aim of the Act is to end
prejudice against less able people. It has been significantly
extended and now gives less able people rights in the following
areas: Renting or buying land or property, education, employ-
ment, access to goods, facilities and services, clubs, sports, asso-
ciations and activities. Where there is restriction in the vertical
circulation within a building the provision of a lifting platform
may provide a solution.
Under the Equality Act, service providers and workplaces are

to make reasonable provisions and/or adjustments to overcome
physical features, which obstruct the less able to access facilities.
To overcome a physical feature means to either remove it, alter
it, provide an alternative access route, or make services available

to the less able in another way.
There is an obligation to ensure that access is provided for

the less able to ensure compliance with the Equality Act.
Regarding vertical circulation, this can be implemented by the
use of ramps, lifts or lifting platforms.
Designers can put forward the type of lifting device within

the access statement that in their opinion is suitable depending
on the environment and usage among other factors. The
Requirements of Platform Lifts are contained in Part M of the
Building Regulations, BS:8300 (called up within the regula-
tion), BS:6440 and EN81-41.

What is a platform lift?
A platform lift is defined as a ‘machine’ rather than a lift. Their
design, manufacture and installation is controlled by the
Machinery Directive (MD2006/42/EC) and other European
Norms rather than by the Lift Regulations. The different 

respond online at www.adfonline.eu
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regulations mean that there are significant differences between
a platform lift and a traditional lift, the main ones being that a
platform lift does not require a deep pit or as much top floor
headroom and that it travels at a slower speed than a traditional
passenger lift. The maximum speed is 0.15m/s, which is 
normally sufficient for the environments that they are used 
for. There are five main types of drive systems that are used for
platform lifts namely traction, hydraulic, chain, belt and screw.
Each drive system offers differing ride quality and ongoing
maintenance costs. 
There are many platform lift variants that have been devel-

oped to suit particular circumstances:
1. Low rise vertical units in order to deal with relatively small
changes in height such as a few steps in front of a building
rising 1m. These are usually unenclosed in that they do not
have a shaft around the rising platform.

2. Medium rise vertical units for travel heights up to 3m. Again
they are usually unenclosed.

3. Enclosed vertical units are usually provided with their own
shafts. These units are used primarily for travel over 3m as
there is a legal requirement that vertical platform lifts are
enclosed when operating over 3m. These units are often used
in retail outlets, offices and public buildings. Over recent
years there has been an increasing trend to design and man-
ufacture small footprint platform lifts that would be suitable
for residences but not necessarily be required to carry a

‘Platform lifts 
are a cost 
effective method
for dealing with
height changes’
Craig Merry, director, Invalifts

respond online at www.adfonline.eu
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A Platform For Architecture www.lyfthaus.com 
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http://www.edmolift.co.uk


wheelchair. Some of these home lifts have a floor footprint
as small as a standard armchair. These lifts are quite different
to the ‘through the floor’ lifts that have been seen in homes
for many years. The ‘through the floor’ lifts do not have a full
shaft or full height doors, the bottom of the lifting platform
becomes the ceiling on the ground floor when the lift has
risen to the next floor and visa versa, the roof becomes the
floor of the upper floor when the lift is at the ground floor. 

4. Inclined platform units are used where the lift is to follow
the angle of a flight of stairs. These lifts should not be con-
fused with stairlifts seen in private homes where the user sits
in a chair that is part of the mechanism. An inclined unit has

a platform for a full wheelchair to access although some units
do have the option of a flip down seat to be added to the unit.
Some units are capable of negotiating curves, which can be
useful if the landing position for the lift can not be at the
foot of the stairs.

Why specify a platform lift?
Each situation will bring its own list of requirements but the
reasoning for a platform lift could include:
1. Cost – platform lifts are a cost effective method for dealing
with height changes in a building. Both from an installation
and an ongoing maintenance point of view.

2. Practicality – some part M compliant lifts have small foot-
prints such as 1,250mm X 1,560mm.

3. Efficiency – power consumption of some platform lifts is
incredibly small (less than a boiling kettle). Most platform
lifts only require a normal 240V supply rather than three
phase.

4. Customisation – a specific shaft colour or door colour can
be incorporated into the design along with glazing of the
shaft. Some manufacturers can actually produce a fully glazed
shaft thereby making a quality feature of the lift.

Future for platform Lifts
Manufacturers are continually looking to advance the platform
lift product both aesthetically and mechanically. Over the last
five years we have seen considerable improvements in drive
technology and this is set to continue. Applications for the units
are growing with platform lifts being used now for small goods
lifts and residential lifts. 

‘Over the last five years we have seen con-
siderable improvements in drive technology
and this is set to continue.’
Craig Merry, director, Invalifts Limited

respond online at www.adfonline.eu
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Unlike other platform lifts avail-
able in the marketplace, the
A8000 sets itself apart. It not

only offers the capacity for up to 1,000kg,
but this unique design boasts three sizes,
that range between 1,980mm and
2,480mm in length and 1,405mm wide,
and is suitable for both commercial and
industrial use. Unrivalled in the market-
place, the A8000 can be installed with
minimal building work, therefore proving
to be the perfect, no hassle, cost effective
installation.

The option of a high quality steel shaft
and glazed panels make this the ideal
installation for commercial premises,
such as offices and public attractions,
where the aesthetic benefits of the lift 
are as important as the functionality. 
The option of basic steel panels makes
the A8000 well suited to warehouse use
as it not only has the benefit of a capacity
to withstand a 1,000kg load, but also 
has the added width and length to

accommodate longer loads. The
maximum 1,300mm entrance and
2,480mm length, means that the A8000
sizes comply with Class III Healthcare
requirements, allowing adequate space
for a bed and two persons, making this
model a natural choice for care homes
and medical centres as it can be installed
with the least possible interruption, space
requirements and expense.

Easy to install, the A8000 is the
perfect solution for existing as well as
new premises; there is no requirement
for a meter deep pit or separate motor
room, which has already made this
model the preferred choice for a number
of commercial and industrial customers.
These include Cardiff University and
Lewis Manning Hospice in Poole. Both
had very different requirements but the
unique qualities and flexibility of the
A8000 made it the perfect solution for
both venues. 

0844 375 8882
sales@axess4all.com
www.axess4all.com

Axess4All’s larger capacity platform lift!
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Effective solutions for
your level change challenge
whether commercial
or residential
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http://www.tecmach.co.uk
http://www.kingkraft.co.uk
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Usually when talk turns to building design the focus
tends to be directed towards aspects such as innova-
tive exteriors, construction methods, energy effi-

ciency and interior space, yet good building design must also
ensure that it is safe.
Fire safety is a vital component of any building design and

unsurprisingly there is a robust legislative net in place to ensure
that every aspect of a building’s design, including fire safety 
and protection systems, meet the required standards. From a
smoke control perspective, this not only covers the design of
the products used in the system and
their method of operation, but also 
the installation, commissioning and
ongoing maintenance.
This clearly places a considerable

burden of responsibility on architects
and systems specialists, such as SE
Controls, as well as on contractors
involved in the specification of smoke
ventilation solutions, where a lack 
of familiarity with regulations could
put them at risk of litigation for 
non-compliance. 
While the complex matrix of legisla-

tion for smoke ventilation and safety
systems design for buildings includes Building Regulations, par-
ticularly Approved Document B (ADB), and the BS9991:2011
Code of Practice for residential fire safety design, these form
only part of the story. Other European regulations and UK 
legislation overlay and augment these documents depending 
on their individual focus. 
Also, there are a couple of anomalies within the current reg-

ulatory environment, which can trip-up the unsuspecting
designer, such as the Construction Products Directive (CPD),
which relates to the compliance of products with European CE
marking requirements. Currently, there is no obligation to CE
mark products in the UK, yet it is mandatory in parts of
Europe, which inevitably creates a ‘grey’ area. 
As Section 7 of the Building Regulations states that the prod-

ucts used must merely be “fit for purpose”, then there is poten-
tial for misinterpretation. In safety critical situations, the best
way to ensure the installation is ‘fit for purpose’ is to use CE
marked products, which are already certified as compliant.
However, on 1 July 2013 this issue will be resolved automat-

ically, when the CPD becomes the Construction Products
Regulation and CE marking becomes mandatory in the UK

and BS EN12101 will take precedence on product construction
standards, which forces compliance with the regulations.
Leading companies in this field, have been voluntarily comply-
ing with this legislation for some time.
While these changes will have a powerful and vital influence

on building design and smoke control solutions, The
Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 (RRO) is
arguably the most important piece of legislation for architects,
designers and contractors working on UK projects.
The RRO creates a clear set of procedures and places respon-

sibility on the building’s operators to
provide a duty of care for fire safety in
relation to the building’s occupants, via
regular risk assessments and action.
Crucially, under the RRO, the designer
and installer are contractually obliged
in connection with the safety aspects of
the building and continually liable,
even if the building and systems have
been approved by building control.
Designers, consulting engineers, 

QS and building service engineers also
have an obligation to comply with the
Construction (Design & Management)
Regulations 2007 (CDM) and work to

improve construction safety by eliminating hazards.
Several recent incidents including the Salamanca Tower fire

in Lambeth in July 2011 are bringing the real implications of
the RRO to the fore. When a serious incident occurs, not only
will the investigation look at the immediate management
regime, it will often assess the original designs, suitability of
equipment, fitness of the installation as well as the effectiveness
and frequency of maintenance.
Importantly, design responsibility resides with everyone that

has been directly involved in the decision process – ranging
from product selection criteria, cable selection and routing all
the way through to testing and commissioning. The over-
arching point that designers involved in smoke control systems
and other fire precautions systems, should take from this broad
legislative overview, is that compliance is essential as the risks
of non-compliance can cost lives.
Regulations are necessary, but can be impenetrable. Seeking

advice and input on smoke ventilation systems from companies
that are constantly working within this tightly regulated envi-
ronment can not only provide effective solutions, but also help
avoid playing Russian roulette with compliance and safety.

Smoke ventilation is a critical element in fire safety, particularly in multi-storey residential buildings as it not
only helps occupants to escape, but also improves the access for fire fighters by keeping corridors and other
areas clear of smoke. Will Perkins, group managing director of SE Controls, looks at building design and the
legislative framework together with some of the obligations and issues they raise

‘The Regulatory
Reform (Fire
Safety) Order
2005 (RRO) is 
arguably the most
important piece
of legislation for
architects, 
designers and
contractors 
working on UK
projects’
Will Perkins, group managing
director, SE Controls

Effective smoke ventilation design 
– compliance is critical

Effective smoke ventilation in a residential building
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HR PROF

For more information on our products, contact us or visit our website

T: 0845 296 9221 E: sales@�reretardantuk.com W: www.�reretardantuk.com

• Eco Friendly

• Clear & Odourless

•Water Based

• Non Toxic

• No Solvents

• Apply with brush of spray

• Euro-class B-s1-d0

• Internal or External use

• HR Prof Also tested to 

BS 476-6 & BS 476 part 7
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Promat products improve fire protection
A new intumescent cavity barrier solution for use in
rainscreen cladding systems has been launched by
Promat UK. The PROMASEAL® RSB-V and RSB-N
barriers form part of the Promat PROMASEAL® Fire
Stopping Range and provide architects, specifiers and
contractors with a new option when it comes to 
creating effective fire protection for rainscreen
cladding. Rainscreen cladding systems generally involve

large, continuous cavities in the outer leaf of the building, which can create a ready
route for fire and smoke. PROMASEAL® RSB-V and RSB-N have been 
introduced to address this issue. 

01344 381350   www.promat.co.uk
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Protect life and property with Schueco UK
Responsible companies wanting to protect their property and staff from external
threats such as explosions (whether detonated accidentally or deliberately) and
armed attack, would do well to investigate the range of ‘Enhanced’ systems 
available from Schueco UK. With over thirty years’ experience in this field,
Schueco has the products and technical expertise to provide the secure solutions
they need. Over the past year, Schueco has been reviewing its existing ‘Enhanced’
range – comprising blast- and bullet-resistant façades, windows and doors – and
has undertaken a comprehensive development and testing programme aimed at
making the systems easier to specify and more cost-effective to install. As part of
this exercise, Schueco tested four ‘Enhanced’ blast-resistant product types. A thor-
ough analysis of the results showed that the systems’ performance fully supported
the claims made for them in terms of protecting property and human life.

01908 282111   www.schueco.co.uk enq.231

www.adf-news.blogspot.co.uk

adf news blog

#e ADF news blog is accessible from your Mac or PC, laptop,
mobile or tablet at any time of day. Its interactive nature allows
readers to comment and engage in discussions and social 
network sharing. #e blog links to relevant articles and 
comment pieces from the national press, so there is no 
need to go hunting the internet; it’s already been 
gathered and is is regularly updated. Following the 
ADF news blog is now even easier when you subscribe 
to our daily digest email, a summary of the latest news 
stories straight to your inbox. 

http://www.frontierpitts.com
http://www.fireretardantuk.com


KEMPER SYSTEM LTD
Kemper House, Mill Lane, Winwick Quay
Warrington WA2 8RJ
Tel: 01925 445532
Email: enquiries@kempersystem.co.uk

www.kempersystem.co.uk

ACOUSTICS

FIRES & FIREPLACES

FIRES & FIREPLACES

HOME AUTOMATION 

LANDSCAPING & EXTERNAL
WORKS

LIFTS & ESCALATORS

LIQUID ROOFING &
WATERPROOFING

NATURAL STONE LANDSCAPING
PRODUCTS

ROOFING & CLADDING

SWIMMING POOLS

SOLAR SHADING (BRISE SOLEIL)

TENSILE FABRIC STRUCTURES

TIMBER & JOINERY

WINDOW CONTROLS

BABY CHANGING UNITS

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

COLUMN CASINGS

Inspired Noise Solutions Ltd
Unit 17, Evans Business Park, North Road,
Ellesmere Port CH65 1AE
Tel: 0151 348 8945   Fax: 0151 348 8946 
Mob: 07787 108 480    
Email: info@inspirednoise.com

www.inspirednoise.com

Encasement Ltd
Peartree Business Centre, Enterprise Way,
Bretton, Peterborough  PE3 8YQ
Tel: 01733 266 889   Fax: 01733 268 999 
Email: sales@encasement.co.uk 

www.encasement.co.uk

Baby Point Ltd
Unit 15, Tomo Business Park, Stowmarket,
Suffolk, IP14 5EP
Tel: 01449 770607 Fax: 01449 678444
Email: sales@babypoint.co.uk

www.babypoint.co.uk

Baby Point is an ISO 9001 UK based 
company specialising in the design and 
production of commercial baby changing
equipment. All products are developed and
tested to comply with the European 
Standard for the design of baby changing
equipment BSEN 12221- 1: 2008.

Enq. 501

Enq. 502
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Enq. 504

INSECT SCREENS

INSECT SCREENING
UK’S LARGEST WHOLESALE 

TRADE SUPPLIER

Tel: 01603 897 799
Email: sales@+ydor.co.uk
www.+ydor.co.uk
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Enq. 503

Enq. 505

Enq. 506

Opies Uk Limited
PO Box 10514, Hatfield Peverel
Essex, CM3 2WT
Tel: 01245 468977    Fax: 01245 469499
Email: opiesuk@googlemail.com

www.john-opie.co.uk

Distributors of Skamolex Vermiculite 
and Calcium Silicate fireproof insulation 
& refractory panels to line fireplaces &
fireboxes and for the construction of
chimneys & fire chambers in New Builds.
All non-combustible materials, light weight,
easy and quick to work with.

AV WOW Limited  T/A 
Premiere Home Cinema, 43 Wellesley Road
Clacton on sea, Essex, CO15 3PL
Tel: 01255 221 655
Email: info@premierhomecinema.co.uk

www.phcinstall.co.uk
Liquid Roofing and Waterproofing
Association (LRWA)
Roofing House, 31 Worship Street
London, EC2A 2DY
Tel: 0207 448 3859
Email: info@lrwa.org.uk

www.lrwa.org.uk

Natural Paving Products (UK) Ltd
Belton Road, Sandtoft, Doncaster
North Lincolnshire, DN8 5SX
Tel: 0845 072 1150
Email: sales@naturalpaving.co.uk

www.naturalpaving.co.uk

Reader enquiries online at
www.adfonline.eu

Reader enquiries online at
www.adfonline.eu

Pool Cover UK – Swimex Ltd
Box 84, Oundle, PE8 4XA
Tel: 01832 275 333
Freephone: 0800 804 8025
Fax: 01832 275 111
Email: sales@poolcover.co.uk

www.poolcover.co.uk

J & J Carter Limited
Unit 2, 34 Walworth Road
Walworth Business Park
Andover, Hampshire, SP10 5LH
Tel: 01264 721 630    Fax: 01264 721 649
Email: sales@jjcarter.com

www.jjcarter.com

Aluminium Roofline Products
Units 2  Vitruvius Way
Meridian Business Park, Braunstone
Leicester LE19 1WA
Tel: 0116 289 44 00   Fax: 0116 289 44 33
Email: sales@arp-ltd.com

www.arp-ltd.com

Cellecta
Unit D Norman Close, Medway Valley Park
Rochester, Kent, ME2 2JU
Tel: 08456 717174
Email: info@cellecta.co.uk

www.cellecta.co.uk

Courtyard Designs
Hollywall Farm, Stoke Prior, 
Leominister, Herefordshire, HR6 0NF
Tel: 01568 760540
Email:enquiries@courtyarddesigns.co.uk

www.courtyarddesigns.co.uk

Emsworth Fireplaces
Station Approach, Emsworth PO10 7PW
Tel: 01243 373 300
Email: showroom@stoneandfire.co.uk

www.stoneandfire.co.uk

Levolux Limited
1 Forward Drive, Harrow
Middlesex HA3 8NT
Tel: 020 8863 9111   Fax: 020 8863 8760
Email: info@levolux.com
Reg: Levolux Ltd – 1834176

www.levolux.com

SAiGE Longlife Decking
Vicarage Barns
Lower Quinton, Stratford-upon-Avon
Warwickshire CV37 8SH
Tel: 01789 721 576  Fax: 01789 721 062
Email: info@saigedecking.com

www.saigedecking.com

Reader enquiries online at

www.adfonline.eu
If you’re interested in advertising 
within this section please contact 

the sales team on

01435 863500

classified & directory

respond online at www.adfonline.eu
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http://www.heatedmirrors.co.uk
http://www.pinckneygreen.co.uk
http://www.saxonlifts.com/
http://www.flyscreen.com
http://www.flydor.co.uk
http://www.bakewellpools.co.uk/


ascent FREEDOM
TO CREATE

A breakthrough in
envelope design,

enabling the
execution of

modern, stylish
façades

Eurobond Laminates Ltd
Wentloog Corporate Park
Cardiff
CF3 2ER

www.eurobond.co.uk
E: sales@eurobond.co.uk
T: +44 (0)29 20 77 66 77
F: +44 (0)29 20 36 91 61

To find out more go to www.eb-ascent.co.uk

reader
enquiry

402

http://www.eurobond.co.uk



