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Gary Trotter, general manager at security solutions company Hadrian Technology,
offers advice on how housebuilders and developers can cut back on annual losses
caused by fraud, abuse, misconduct, vandalism, theft and waste on-site

C

CTV systems can be used to help construction companies, large and small,
prevent financial losses and increase onsite efficiency by using correctly designed security
systems and cameras.
If there’s an accident or problem on-site, site
managers will often have the job of trawling
through CCTV footage, which takes up valuable
time and is no longer necessary with the technology available. Worse, if the footage has been
supplied by a neighbouring system, it won’t
always include accurate enough pictures for
evidence – that’s if it has captured what is needed
at all.
With the introduction of IP video analytics,
CCTV cameras can be set to focus on a particular area of a site, warehouse, office or any other
area in which accidents can occur. These CCTV
systems can also be programmed to include
no-go zones so fields of vision are password protected, which eliminates concerns of privacy in
an area.

“Companies lose
thousands each year –
in some cases millions –
to compensation claims
which could be defended
if CCTV had been
installed and used
effectively”
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problem areas to a remote monitoring device so
that a site manager can keep an eye on the
progress, or activity in a certain area, wherever he
happens to be. This is particularly useful on
larger projects. The remote monitoring device
(mobile phone, laptop or tablet) can bring up
footage from specific dates and times like a centralised system so any progress issues or accidents
can be dealt with swiftly and correctly. This technology means false claims, which are often hard
for businesses to disprove and subsequently result
in large pay-outs to claimants, can be defended
with clear evidence.
Other issues building sites might face, along
with accident claims, are accusations of abuse and
misconduct. Such accusations can often lead to
wrongful dismissal or victims not being taken
seriously. The presence of CCTV in the workplace means that such cases are less likely to
happen, and if they do, the victim has evidence to
prove their claim, protecting both the employer
and employee in the process.
Advanced CCTV systems can vary in cost, but
installing the right system and teaching staff how
to operate it efficiently and effectively means,
more often than not, the system pays for itself
with the savings made due to fewer insurance
payouts, court cases and job losses.
Installers who provide trial systems mean
housebuilders or developers can ‘try before they

how it works and how useful it can be when
managing loss prevention.
The use of CCTV serves as a visible reminder
to everyone on a building site that there are
heightened security measures in an area and is
also a timely reminder for people to be prudent
about their own security precautions.

buy’ and see how quickly and easily a CCTV
system can be designed and installed on a specific
site. Many installers provide a maintenance service, which means that any problems will be
repaired before they impact on the systems put
in place. Trial systems also give companies the
chance to test the quality of CCTV out there,
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Installers also have the ability to set up cameras
so movement sensors flag up unusual activity in
an area. Repetitive actions are pre-programmed,
e.g. a crane in motion or a fork lift on a specific
route will be ignored as part of the daily routine,
while falling material would trigger an alert.
Alternatively, cameras can incorporate motion
tracking and lock onto a particular object like a
delivery lorry or intruder.
Specialist CCTV installers can help building
companies understand the different CCTV systems out there and advise them on the wide range
of cameras, set-ups and features which might
work for them. The correct CCTV system will
make a site more efficient, and to find the right
set-up the design needs to be thought through
carefully and discussed with a team of professionals before plans and costs are drawn up. ‘Work
smart, not hard’ applies to CCTV and there are
clever tools which mean CCTV can be used in
many different ways. It doesn’t have to be difficult

and can help save thousands in the long run.
With a rise in ‘claim culture’ in the UK, and
the ever-growing number of personal injury
claim specialists being advertised, pursuing a
compensation claim is becoming more popular
following accidents. Companies lose thousands
each year – in some cases millions – to compensation claims which could be defended if CCTV
had been installed and used effectively.
The quality and complexity of new CCTV
systems mean businesses can prevent huge losses
if they opt for the right set up. The quality of
footage varies, but there are now CCTV cameras
that offer a picture that is clearer than Sky HD,
and more powerful still, football stadiums use
cameras which can zoom in on a crowd of people
and identify individual faces and expressions.
There is a system for everyone no matter what
budget or purpose.
Finding an installer that designs bespoke,
quality systems, mean companies can also link
Continued overleaf...
respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk
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The renewables
market – the
latest state of
play in the UK

“So when it comes
to renewables what
should you be looking
at and what are the
environmental and
financial incentives
of doing so?”
But with this growth in the market has also
come some confusion as different governmentled initiatives – the Green Deal, Energy
Company Obligation (ECO), Renewable Heat
Incentive (RHI) to name but a few – have been
publicised, some to greater degrees than others,
leaving those wanting to look more closely at
renewables sometimes scratching their head over
what initiative offers and covers what.
So when it comes to renewables what should
you be looking at and what are the environmental
and financial incentives of doing so? The key
measures for housebuilders and developers to
really consider currently include:

Adrian Wright – CEO of renewable energy
specialist Happy Energy looks at the key
solutions supplied through renewables, the
opportunities they present and the practicalities
and benefits of building renewables into the
fabric of any development

W

ith the UK legally committed to
meeting 15 per cent of its energy
usage by 2020 from renewables as
part of the wider EU commitment of sourcing 20
per cent of all energy from renewable measures
and the government’s Code for Sustainable
Homes which in 2006 set a target for all new
homes to be Zero Carbon by 2016, the renewables sector has an increasingly important role to
play within the UK’s built environment.
Globally, the built environment accounts for
40-50 per cent of natural resources use, 20 per
cent of water use, 30-40 per cent of energy use
and around a third of CO2 emissions.
As an island, our over reliance as a nation on
fossil fuels over the past 300 years has meant
that – compared to many of our Northern
European neighbours – we closed ourselves off to
the possibilities that energy efficiency and renewable energy offered us and as a result have lagged
behind our neighbours.
Despite a shaky start with the government
looking to artificially pump prime the renewables
market with its over generous Feed in Tariffs
(FiT) for Solar PV, which created the Solar Gold
rush, flooding the market with thousands of
companies which sprung up seemingly overnight looking to jump on the financial benefits
the FiT levels offered, renewable technologies are
developing and solutions for the domestic market
are increasing.
And while the targets still exist, there seems to

Biomass boilers
Particularly beneficial for those areas not serviced
by mains gas, which have traditionally had to rely
on LPG or oil, a biomass boiler system should be
looked at when planning new developments.
Burning either wood chips or wood pellets, biomass boilers are extremely efficient with low or
zero carbon emissions if the CO2 absorbed by
the tree is taken into account.
When correctly designed, biomass boilers can
run for several months before the fuel store needs
replenishing or the ash cleaning out.
Supported through the Renewable Heat
Incentive (RHI), biomass is an excellent solution
for community or larger scale heating systems –
which can be classified when as few as two
homes are heated right through to large scale
developments which would come under the nondomestic biomass category.
Given the level of energy used by larger scale
community heating systems which will be housed
in their own containerised unit on the development, the RHI tariffs surrounding non-domestic
biomass provide excellent returns and are paid
over 20 years. Cutting fuel bills – particularly for
off mains gas developments – it makes developments much more energy efficient and cheaper
Continued on page 51...

“Renewable incentives
have been created for
wider measures such
as biomass boilers and
ground source heat
pumps for community
heating projects”
be a broader and longer term look at the benefits
that renewables offer us here in the UK.
To increase uptake, renewable incentives have
been created for wider measures such as biomass
boilers and ground source heat pumps for
community heating projects to actively encourage developers and housebuilders – largely
through community heating projects on new
developments – to build renewables firmly into
their plans and projects.
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Tapping into the
benefits of biomass
without facing the
capital expenditure

“Some companies
are now starting to
offer free biomass
boiler systems where
everything including
maintenance is
provided free of charge
over the 20 year lifetime,
all that is required is
the purchase of the
wood pellets, with the
company that supplied
the free biomass
boiler receiving the
RHI tariff”

For those not wanting to purchase the biomass
boiler system outright but who are keen to benefit from having one installed, some companies
are now starting to offer free biomass boiler systems where everything including maintenance is
provided free of charge over the 20 year lifetime,
all that is required is the purchase of the wood
pellets, with the company that supplied the free
biomass boiler receiving the RHI tariff.

Ground source
heat pumps

ambient heat from the ground rather than burning fuel to generate heat.
Community ground source heat pumps are
particularly suited to new build developments,
given the trenches that need to be dug into
the ground to house the subterranean piping
which needs to be laid to service each property.
Ground source heat pumps are also eligible for
the RHI funding.
Renewable energy is playing an increasingly
important role in the UK’s built environment –
select the right range and you will not only enjoy
the environmental benefits but tap into the
financial incentives that the market can offer.

Suitable for single properties or multiple developments, ground source heat pump systems
harness natural heat from the ground by pumping water through it. The heat pump then
increases the temperature, and the heat is used to
provide home heating or hot water.
The pump needs electricity to run, but the
idea is that it uses less electrical energy than the
heat it produces.
The heat pump performs the same role as a
boiler does in a central heating system, but it uses

to run for the property owners.
For those wanting to pay for and install a
non-domestic biomass boiler system, an initial
investment of £150,000 can offer a 20-year return
of upwards of £500,000 for a 200Kw boiler.
With a community heating system run by biomass, individual properties can be fitted with
digital heat metres and pre-payment heat metres,
which can be connected up to social pay points.
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Johnson & Starley Aquair HIU’s

The best investment on the market

Perth and Kinross District Council has a
district heating scheme serving the Lickley,
Milne and Market Court tower blocks. It was
recognised that the existing water-to-air heating
interface units contained within each flat were
approaching the end of their useful lifespan.
After discussions with Johnson & Starley,
it was decided that the company’s Aquair
10KW water-to-air heating interface units
(HIUs) were the ideal replacement choice for
the district heating scheme. Aquair HIU’s are
water-to-air heat exchange units, available in
10, 16 and 20KWversions and require an 80°C hot water supply.

Natural Energy Company, Euroheat, has
calculated that homeowners investing
£35,000 in a domestic RHI biomass
installation could see them potentially
clock-up a return on investment of
£57,645 over a seven year period plus an
expected on-going reduction in fuel
savings, and a boiler that will last two
decades. While some homeowners are keen to ‘go green’, many more
will be convinced by the investment potential of biomass – these
figures pack a powerful punch and for the right property, are an
opportunity too good to ignore.
01885 491100
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Adrian Wright – CEO of renewable energy specialist Happy
Energy looks at the key solutions supplied through renewables,
the opportunities they present and the practicalities and benefits of building renewables into the fabric of any development

58 kitchens & appliances

What makes a
‘wow’ kitchen?

57

Graham Hopper, UK sales director or Leicht
introduces current trends in kitchen design

What makes a ‘wow’ kitchen?
A

ll homes have a heart and almost always
the kitchen is that heart. Designing an
exceptional kitchen that will sell the
home takes time, skill and attention to detail. But
getting it right means the house or apartment
immediately becomes highly desirable.
Blending rather than dominating is one of the
most important aspects of kitchen design so the
kitchen becomes integrated into the fabric of the
whole home. Kitchen furniture has evolved so
that it is more akin to a living room than a
traditional kitchen with kitchen cabinetry often
used as multimedia cupboards or living room
furniture in an open plan design. Given the
sophistication and elegance of many of the

to be dwarfed by the kitchen but now these are
included in the kitchen design to ensure they are
a central part of the home.
Seating areas are becoming more of an integral
part of the kitchen with built-in seating a feature.
This produces a striking dining/kitchen table
that doubles as a food preparation worksurface.
In terms of colours and textures these are
relative to the area where they are. Colour is a
welcome addition to the kitchen but in today's
life of neutral and more timeless kitchens, colour
is often best used as a subtle accent rather than
overpowering the whole kitchen. The choice of
colour in the kitchen, like in clothes fashion,
changes with the season so it can often be expenContinued overleaf...

materials and finishes now available in kitchens
this ‘living room’ look can be achieved easily in a
modern day kitchen.
Kitchen designs now have the ability to
completely disguise or screen their functional
elements while not in use, leaving only an image
of striking furniture and ambiance as opposed to
functional bulk. By blending with the whole
space, kitchens, dining and living areas have the
correct ambience for the required task in hand,
which results in greater enjoyment of the home.
In open plan kitchens, which are more or less
the norm nowadays, each area has its own identity and the key is to flow seamlessly from one
zone to another. For example, dining areas used

respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk

sive and disruptive to choose a whole kitchen in
one colour that might go out of fashion in three
or four years. Bold retro colours are coming back
and are best used as a highlight.
Dark timbers, greys and browns are also
fashionable now. This reflects in the ability
to coordinate this with the living room. Two
tone colours with reasonably strong contrast,
stained timber and subtle use of strong colour
will be popular.
In terms of kitchen finishes, the trend for 2014
is for more rough-sawn or structured woodgrain
laminate rather than a flatter texture, with high
gloss becoming less popular in contrast to matt
laminates or lacquers.
Another innovative design is to ensure that
extraction is as invisible as possible. Telescopic
hoods, downdraft or ceiling extractors are
becoming the norm as they provide unobtrusive,
quiet ventilation without obstructing the line of
a sleek kitchen.

“Colour is a welcome
addition to the kitchen but
in today’s life of neutral
and more timeless
kitchens, colour is often
best used as a subtle
accent rather than
overpowering the whole
kitchen”
Keeping storage efficient, simple yet highly
effective is a must. Making the most of every
available space in the kitchen is what every
kitchen designer strives for and there are many
new storage systems on the market that provide
clever extra functional storage without compromising on style.
Cookware centres – where whole cupboards
are integrated with power, lighting, wire baskets
and specialist storage, plinth drawers – the 100-

200mm kick space below the units can be used as
a drawer or the units can be extra high using that
space as cupboard storage, without altering the
worktop height and additional depth to worktops – are just some of the clever solutions to
maximise storage in small spaces.
Changing the depth and height of cabinetry
can make the kitchen storage bigger or free up
more space in a small kitchen. With so many
options in sizes now available you’re no longer
constrained by one single size. Pocket doors
which slide back into the unit, either as a bi-fold
option or a whole option, allow easy access to
units but without imposing on floor space.
Good lighting is critical in a kitchen. Toned
lighting works well with dimmer switches, especially for dining areas and different types of
lighting for different functions – food preparation and cooking requires brighter, direct lighting
to ensure there are no shadows while the more
relaxed areas can be dimmer.
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Stuart Base, head of marketing at SIG Roofing, explains why natural slate
remains in a league of its own in comparison to other roof coverings

W

hen it comes to gracing the roofs of
new homes, there’s a bewildering
choice of roofing materials on offer.
Whether it’s concrete, clay or slate to name but a
few, there’s no shortage of roof coverings
to choose from. However, in terms of aesthetics
and exceptional durability, there’s a product
that remains in a league of its own and that’s
natural slate.
One of the world’s oldest and most continuously used roofing materials, natural slate
protects many of the world’s historic buildings.
Indeed, many reclaimed slates continue to be
installed on re-roofing projects even after decades
of previous use.
A well-laid slate roof will enhance any new
home and give problem free protection for the
lifetime of the building. The carbon footprint
of natural slate also compares well with other
roofing materials – particularly when the life
expectancy of the finished roof is considered.
Some studies estimate the embodied carbon (per
m2 of roof ) is at only 16 per cent than that of the
next best roofing material. This reduced environmental impact makes it an even more attractive
choice for new builds.
Natural slate should be tested to BS EN 12326
Part I and meeting the highest relevant ratings,
it will be unaffected by normal extremes of
temperature and highly resistant to acids, alkalis
and other chemicals. This means that it is resistant to acid rain and atmospheres that contain

An example of a good quality natural slate

“If it seems too good to be
true, then it probably is.
The problems caused
by using cheaper and
inferior natural slate
are endless”
costs too. Its traceability is also a problem when
something goes wrong, or if spares are needed to
finish the job. And that’s before the warranty is
taken into account, assuming it has one, and
whether it’s even enforceable under UK law.
The actual rock itself may be high in carbonates (and will bleach), or high in reactive metals
(and will run with rust). It may have high carbon
content (delamination). At best, it will be a cheap
selection that 30 years ago would have been landfilled at the factory – this will require more
labour to get right, and of course roofers don’t
work for free.
It may not even be an actual metamorphic
slate. Brazilian slates can be even cheaper than
Spanish or Chinese – but they’re still about 470
million years younger, and they sit outside the
scope of BS EN12326, the standard for natural
slate for roofing.
Most of the man-made alternatives to natural
slate will show savings in material costs.

The reduced environmental impact of natural slate makes it an even more attractive choice for new
builds, aside from its aesthetics and outstanding beauty

Produced in a factory environment where quality
is easy to control, they remove the risk and
reduce material costs, but at the expense of
aesthetic appeal. Because of their factory consistency, any roofer can install them.
Cheaper slates mean more risk – which can
kill a housebuilder’s business. If you are simply
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 high standards
 fair price
 technical support

premium prices. As well as the product costs,
labour tends to be more expensive too and as it
needs to be sorted and worked with, it adds time
on-site. Experienced slaters command a premium
over tilers, as they know how to get the best out
of every piece.
Worryingly, an increasing influx of cheap slate
that appears appealing at first glance is tempting
some specifiers and developers to cut corners but
sadly, they have little appreciation of the risks.
Cutting corners on labour you can get away with,
but the roofs may not be beautiful. Cutting corners on product is riskier, as the roof may simply
not be fit for purpose. If it seems too good to
be true, then it probably is. The problems caused
by using cheaper and inferior natural slate
are endless.
Not only can inferior slate be riddled with
inconsistencies and imperfections that result in
high wastage, it translates into higher labour

 peace of mind.
It goes without saying that the roof over your head is one of the most
important parts of your home, protecting you and your possessions from
the elements. Whether you need a repair, a new roof, or are replacing an
existing roof, using an NFRC member contractor to carry out the work
will give you peace of mind, as well as a weatherproof roof.

www.nfrc.co.uk info@nfrc.co.uk 020 7638 7663
,PDJHFRXUWHV\RI&RQFHSW5RRÀQJ &ODGGLQJ/WG
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Stuart Base, head of marketing at SIG Roofing, explains why
natural slate remains in a league of its own in comparison to
other roof coverings
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Specification expertise

Stuart Hicks, marketing manager at liquid
waterproofing membrane specialist, Kemper
System, discusses the importance of
waterproofing for green roof installations and
outlines a recent public/private sector scheme
that incorporates green roofs on both elements
of the development

The fact that the green roofs have been specified illustrates how far they have come in terms
of entering mainstream specification. ‘Eco’
schemes are now being used to create a more
harmonious built environment, with low
maintenance planting and a robust, durable roof
build up to maximise service life and encourage
local bird and insect life.
A cold liquid-applied waterproofing membrane was critical to the roof build up. A
wet-on-wet liquid membrane is the ideal base
for a new build green roof because it can be
applied quickly in a single process, saving time
and labour. However, it’s essential to identify
a waterproofing membrane that is certified as
root resistant, so that the planting used in the
green roof will not compromise the integrity of
the waterproofing.

“There remains an
urgent need to provide
new homes for the
established East End
communities that not
only answers the Decent
Homes agenda but also
sets a benchmark for
sustainable social
housing”

The liquid resin was rollered onto the roof and
a polyester reinforcement fleece was cut to size
and shape on-site and laid onto the wet resin
with a 5cm overlap to ensure complete coverage.
The fleece was then rollered to remove any air
bubbles and aid complete saturation before more
resin was applied. The system then cured to form
a tough and durable, seamless membrane with no
laminations. It will remain permanently flexible
to cope with building movement. For maximum
longevity and durability, the specifiers opted for
a BBA certified membrane with a service life

in excess of 25 years.
Once the waterproofing system had cured,
240mm deep insulation was installed directly on
top of the waterproofed substrate to enhance the
buildings’ thermal performance in line with
building regulation requirements. A 25ml deep
attenuation layer was then installed, which
enables rainwater to be stored to irrigate the
green roof planting, while allowing any excess
water to drain off the roof. Finally, the growing
medium was installed along with plug plants to
create the finished green roofs.

Ensuring the correct specification is extremely
important when it comes to green roofs and the
waterproofing is arguably the most important
as the primary function of the roof is to protect
the building.
The waterproofing system used must be robust
enough to last because any leaks in the membrane can be difficult to access or repair once the
green roof is established, adding to the housing
association’s maintenance bill.
It must also offer proven root resistance to
ensure that the waterproof protection cannot be
damaged by planting. A correctly specified cold
liquid applied waterproofing system can overcome the common failures of many roofing
systems as there are no seams, laps or joints that
can be compromised.
Careful selection of planting for green roofs is
also critical and must factor in client preferences,
aesthetics and local eco systems. However, the
location and prevailing climatic conditions,
which govern the amount of light, heat, shade
and moisture the roof will receive, also need to be
a major part of the planting specification process.
Only then will the installation continue to
enhance a building’s appearance throughout the
homes’ lifecycle.
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Roof build up

all three apartment buildings, therefore, connects
the residential scheme to its location, creating
synergy with its green surroundings.

The roofing contractor began the green roof
installation by applying a compatible primer to
the substrate to seal the concrete and provide the
ideal key for the liquid waterproofing membrane
to bond to. Once the primer had cured, the
installation team applied the waterproofing system resin to the primed substrate, completing
waterproofing of each section of the roof in a
single process.
Continued overleaf...

Green surroundings
Named after the acres of parkland that lie adjacent to it, the Parkside Quarter is in an enviable
location only a few minutes’ walk away from the
bank of the Thames. The use of green roofs on
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CLT – the optimum
medium rise solution
Greg Cooper, engineering manager for the X-LAM Alliance
highlights the benefits of using cross laminated timber as a core
structural component for residential applications

C

LT is now extensively used across the
commercial and education construction
sectors and the benefits have been
widely acknowledged, but it has not been prolifically used in residential developments in
the UK until now. According to the findings
of a recent survey by the Structural Timber
Association, 74 per cent of the UK’s contractors,
developers, architects and registered providers
revealed they plan to increase specifications of
structural timber due to benefits such as thermal,
acoustic and sustainability performance, together
with speed of build.
It is in medium rise residential developments
where the advantages of CLT as a core structural
solution truly come into play. The key is in the
strength to weight ratio of the engineered timber
– it has proven multi-storey capability, with residential buildings up to nine storeys already
constructed in the UK and a structural capacity
beyond this. Typically the solid timber walls for
five to six-storey construction are in the region of
140mm thick, therefore optimising internal space.
Factory manufactured to exacting standards,
CLT is an extremely stable solution which has
little shrinkage or movement post construction.

“The benefits during
construction are
numerous – from reduced
loading on foundations
and infrastructure
services, to impressive
thermal, acoustic and
airtightness performance
over more traditional
materials”
The benefits during construction are numerous – from reduced loading on foundations and
infrastructure services, to impressive thermal,
acoustic and airtightness performance over more
traditional materials, but most importantly a
CLT construction solution provides cost and
programme certainty.
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Natural slate –
quality reigns supreme
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A greener
approach to
social schemes

he old London definitions of East End
and West End have become blurred: as
the city has sprawled eastwards, professionals have followed it. Canary Wharf is a prime
example, with private sector new builds in high
demand on the banks of the Thames and within
easy reach the financial district’s glass towers.
However, there remains an urgent need to provide new homes for the established East End
communities that not only answers the Decent
Homes agenda but also sets a benchmark for
sustainable social housing. Constructed by private developers for let and management by
housing associations, such schemes are specified
to private sector standards to ensure that they
stand the test of time and provide desirable
homes where people will want to live and take
pride in their neighbourhood.
Among these developments is the Parkside
Quarter, located on the Isle of Dogs on the outskirts of Canary Wharf. The scheme’s 64 private
apartments sit alongside a separate four-storey
block for let to housing association tenants and a
third four-storey block for shared ownership and
many elements of the specification are the same;
including the green roofs.

62
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T

looking to make a saving, then other roofing
materials will provide a better finish, and they
will do your reputation more good than having
problems further down the line with a cheap
slate. Only ever invest in the best, for as Gucci
once rightly said: “Quality is remembered long
after the price is forgotten.”

Why use our members...

For those housebuilders, developers and specifiers working in conservation areas where the slate
selection must match existing roofing materials on surrounding buildings in the locality, only natural
slate will do

sulphur dioxide, whereas man-made products
commonly discolour due to weathering or the
growth of lichens.
While man-made slate options provide a costeffective and conveniently sized alternative, they
fail to offer the authenticity and character that
makes natural slate an unbeatable standout.
For those housebuilders, developers and specifiers working in conservation areas where the
slate selection must match existing roofing materials on surrounding buildings in the locality,
only natural slate will do. Respecting the traditional or local character where it is used, it also
features variations in colour, size and texture.
Fortunately, with more quarries available worldwide, suitable alternatives can now be found to
match most British origin slates found on roofs
throughout the country.
Natural slate remains at the pinnacle of roof
coverings but premium products command

Graham Hopper, UK sales director or Leicht introduces
current trends in kitchen design

respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk

62 roofing

Natural slate – quality
reigns supreme

Cost and programme
certainty
Being a largely prefabricated off-site solution,
CLT is manufactured to exceptional levels
of accuracy, ensuring minimal defects. This
improves construction and project delivery
timescales, reduces costs and maximises efficiency on all levels.

“With cost certainty
crucial for developers
and affordable housing
providers, CLT eliminates
this risk as it is
manufactured in
controlled factory
conditions”
With other methods of construction, significant contingencies have to be allocated for
unpredicted situations, such as secondary members for additional structural bracing. With cost
certainty crucial for developers and affordable
housing providers, CLT eliminates this risk as it
is manufactured in controlled factory conditions
and the only elements which may affect costs are
changes to the design of the structural frame or
building reconfiguration.

the potential of Barking
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Protect yourself and
your employees on-site

4 Bellway helps realise

construction material and can produce greener
buildings with a lower carbon footprint. With
sustainability in the construction industry being
of high importance, having PEFC or FSC Chain
of Custody Certification ensures projects maintain a fully transparent Green Supply Chain.

Fire resistance
One of the most crucial advantages of particular
relevance to multi-storey residential developments is CLT’s inherent fire resistance. The
panels can be designed to a specified fire resistance and unlike steel, remain structurally stable
when subjected to high temperatures. CLT
panels can be designed to fire resistances of 30,
60 and 90 minutes.
CLT is the only structural timber solution to
fully comply with all Fire Resistance REI classes
and addresses all three (loadbearing capacity,
integrity and insulation performance requirements) without the need for costly add-ons
or adaptations.

The optimum medium
rise solution
With the housing shortfall making the headlines
on a regular basis and the 2013 Offsite Housing
Review highlighting the potential for off-site
construction methods to play a more significant
role in the housebuilding industry, the housing
sector is increasingly turning to cross laminated
timber as the optimum sustainable solution for
medium rise housing, particularly in highly
populated, urban areas.
At the forefront of European CLT research
and development, the X-LAM Alliance is an
innovative partnership bringing to the UK construction market a seamless and consistent
method of supplying certified structural packages, across all construction sectors.
Enq. 225

Speed and
sustainability
Precision engineered for on-site installation,
using CLT as a core structural component
reduces site construction time, making project
planning less weather-dependant, more predictable and reduces programme risk. Internal
works can proceed earlier to make the critical
path run more smoothly, which again improves
construction and project delivery time, reduces
costs, maximises efficiency on all levels, and most
importantly offers a faster return on investment.
Timber is the number one renewable, mainstream
respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk

A greener approach
to social schemes
Stuart Hicks, marketing manager at liquid waterproofing
membrane specialist, Kemper System, discusses the
importance of waterproofing for green roof installations
and outlines a recent public/private sector scheme that
incorporates green roofs on both elements of the development

70
CLT – the optimum
medium rise solution
Greg Cooper, engineering manager for the X-LAM Alliance
highlights the benefits of using cross laminated timber as a
core structural component for residential applications
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Speed, strength
and sustainability
Experts at the X-LAM Alliance look at the
key benefits of cross laminated timber (CLT)
construction and what this actually means in practice...
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W

hen the Chancellor of the Exchequer George
Osborne and Mayor of London Boris Johnson
announced the creation of 20 new housing
zones to be created in London they missed the opportunity
to use Barking Riverside as an exemplar of brand new housing constriction in the capital.
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Barking Riverside is one of the
largest residential regeneration
schemes in the UK with almost
11,000 homes set to be delivered
over the next 12 years. It is also a
perfect example of a successful
housing partnership.
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To create the new City East community the London
Borough of Barking and Dagenham, Greater London
Authority and Bellway Homes combined their expertise to
form Barking Riverside Limited.
Barking Riverside is a brownfield site located in the industrial heart of East London and was once also the home of
the decommissioned Barking Power Station. The long-term
vision for Barking Riverside is the regeneration of the 433acre site and 2 kms of Thames river frontage into a series of
sustainable residential communities.
In the Chancellor’s March budget, the government
committed to extending the Barking to Gospel Oak rail link
to Barking Riverside, which will help unlock the development’s potential and support the delivery of the planned
10,800 homes.
However, work on this essential London-based development started back in 2007 following the receipt of planning
permission. Extensive land remediation, site clearance and
flood risk planning, which resulted in changes in land
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levels, took place even before the first homes
where built.
Speaking about the development, Bellway
Homes Essex Managing Director Richard Burrows
explained: “Bellway has been involved with
Barking for over 20 years. City East is the most
recent phase of the development and has been
immensely successful. It might be a cliché but the
homes at City East have really been snapped up
and the feed-back from residents following their
occupation has been extremely positive.
“We understood that when creating a community from scratch as much of the infrastructure
as possible should be in place at the beginning, as
this will attract purchasers and other investors to
the area. The school and community centre were
both open before the first homeowners took
occupancy, so residents could send their children
to the local school and become a part of something more than a simply a housing development.
“Bellway Homes is incredibly proud of what it
has achieved so far at City East, but we still have
a long way to go. Hopefully the Chancellor’s
commitment to extend the rail link to Barking
Riverside will motivate other people and organisations to see the potential that Bellway has
championed for years at Barking.”

A sustainable community
From scheme inception to build, the partnership,
and Bellway in particular, wanted to create a sustainable community. The homes, therefore, all
have high levels of insulation to reduce energy
consumption and a majority of the properties
feature an area of ‘living roof ’ planted with species
native to the area.
Wildlife is being encouraged to flourish
through the provision of habitats, including bird
and bat boxes. Many of the homes are designed
around a courtyard setting, with community gardens. There are even orchards surrounded by rain
gardens and most of the apartments have private
balconies, which make excellent use of space and
natural light. There are also a number of water features, including flood mitigating balancing ponds.
Encouraging safe outdoor play is something
Bellway promotes at City East, with playgrounds
providing children with the opportunity to take
part in outdoor games while providing a safe
environment for young people and their parents
to meet friends.

Sustainable transport is at the heart of the new
neighbourhoods with the expansion of the East
London Transit; a high quality 24-hour bus service
that provides a fast and direct link between Ilford,
Barking Riverside and Dagenham Dock. Barking
Station provides commuters with a choice of
routes, with London Underground services on the
District and Hammersmith & City line, London
rail links towards Gospel Oak and c2c services to
Fenchurch Street and Shoeburyness.

Editor’s
letter

More than bricks and mortar
Recognising that a new home is more than bricks
and mortar, Bellway has encouraged residents to
become involved with the work of the Barking
Riverside Community Interest Company (CIC).
The CIC has established community liaison
groups, enabling residents to have a say in what
happens in their area and to be active in decision
making. The CIC also manages and maintains
public areas, open spaces, play equipment, street
cleaning, waste management and maintaining
areas of landscaping.
To further support the new community the
Rivergate Centre, which opened in September
2011, includes a nursery, the George Carey
Church of England primary school, a place of
worship, healthcare facilities, social enterprise
units and a community café, ensuring that residents at City East have access to essential services
from day one.

Award-winning community
City East at Barking Riverside is now an award
winning community of contemporary one-, twoand three-bedroom apartments and three and
four-bedroom homes.
It was recognised with two prestigious housing
awards in 2013. The development’s first phase,
Buzzards Mouth Court, won the 2013 Housing
Design Award and was also awarded the Graham
Pye Award for ‘homes with plans that work best
for families’. City East also triumphed at the
Sunday Times British Homes Awards, winning
‘best development’.
The next phase of homes at City East is due to
be launched later this year. The collection of twobedroom apartments and four-bedroom family
homes will be available for sale, with guide prices
from £184,995.
Barking is now one of the top 10 locations
in London for first-time buyers and, according to
a report from leading real estate services firm
CBRE, offers the best value for money in London.
In addition the area is forecast to benefit from
an annual property price growth of 2.6 per cent.
The report also highlighted the importance of
the regeneration of Barking Riverside to the
popularity of the area.
If the government and the Mayor of London
want to create the thousands of affordable inner
city homes so urgently needed perhaps they could
learn from, and support the continued growth of
the new Barking Riverside communities.

David Mote,
news editor of
Housebuilder &
Developer
Once again statistics show that
the housing sector is growing
and this should please the
government, which appears to
be supporting increased new
homes construction across the
country. We all hope the new
Housing and Planning Minister
can help the housebuilding
momentum now being created
while supporting the new
planning and land initiatives
aimed at unlocking
development land.
This will help consumer
confidence, create new
construction jobs and underpin
the country’s strengthening
economy. It is also interesting
to see that the creation of new
homes is a cross party desire.
This should mean that the
increased construction of new,
quality homes should be
continued whatever the result
of next year’s general election.
It is nice to have the housing
sector finally recognised as
the one of the UK’s good guy
industries and long may it
remain so.
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How brownfield sites
can help solve the
housing crisis
are, therefore, in sustainable locations and would
allow homes to be quickly delivered in areas where
housing is much needed.
So why are these brownfield sites being held back?
Some brownfield sites already have the benefit of
planning permission. However, they also have the
burden of being grossly overvalued since 2007.
The fundamental issue is not about the availability of the land but whether it is now economically
viable for development.
Paul Clarke, partner from
Bidwells’ planning team

T

he recent Mansion House Speech given
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
and the subsequent written Statement
to Parliament by the Secretary of State for
Communities and Local Government indicates
government support for housing development on
brownfield land. But what action needs to be
taken to ensure this happens? Paul Clarke, partner from Bidwells’ planning team highlights
some of the initiatives now being introduced to
solve the current housing crisis.
This year’s Mansion House Speech and
Statement to Parliament follow the recent
International Monetary Fund report, which
urged the UK government to relax the planning
rules that constrain both brownfield and greenfield development.
As a result, in addition to highlighting the need
for finance to assist in the remediation and infrastructure on these particular sites, the Chancellor
and Minister have also made reference to the use
of Local Development Orders to assist sites coming forward through the planning process.

Clearly, anything that
accelerates the delivery of
housing is very welcome and
brownfield land, if supported
in its development, could
provide a real ‘win win’
scenario for everybody.
Infrastructure
Brownfield sites are often located within or close
to existing settlements and are connected to established infrastructure and transport links. They
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Remediation
By definition, brownfield sites may require complex remediation and can attract other issues,
including archaeology, that have to be satisfied
before development can take place. Decontamination can also be a legal minefield involving
unpredictable, long-term liabilities for developers.
While this type of work is partly tax deductible,
the tax situation is also complex, and means that
it is difficult for developers to evaluate whether a
potential site is going to be profitable to develop.
Brownfield sites in towns and cities can be
affected by flooding issues. This is because ex
industrial and now brownfield land is historically
located next to rivers and river crossings or ports
and quayside areas. Resolving potential flooding
issues can add time and cost to any project.

However, it is important to
highlight that brownfield
sites can contribute
significantly to delivering
not just housing but a wide
range of other social and
commercial uses. The key to
unlocking this potential is to
provide appropriate financial
assistance to support
remediation and delivery.
Funding
The Chancellor's Mansion House speech indicated that there would be £500 million allocated
to support brownfield development. This has
been followed by other funding announcements
including: £5 million to launch the first wave of

Local Development Orders; £400 million towards
20 new housing zones on brownfield land in
London; a further £200 million for a further 10
housing zones outside London; and a £150 million loan fund to encourage the regeneration of
deprived social housing estates.
The delivery of brownfield sites, however,
should be seen within the context of a wider range
of initiatives designed to deliver both housing and
economic growth.
The housing sector needs initiatives that support the development of both brownfield and
greenfield sites, and these will include urban
extensions and garden cities, all aimed at achieving
an annual housing target of 250,000 units.

Other measures
Both the Chancellor and the Mayor of London
have also announced that 50,000 new homes
would be created across 20 new housing zones in
London. These will be supported by £400 million
of funding, to be loaned by Central Government
and the Greater London Authority, for infrastructure and site remedial work.
It is hoped that this will assist housing finance
issues and help the provision of low cost home
ownership. The Housing Zones Prospectus has
invited bids from London Boroughs to the £400
million programme, with a deadline of 30
September 2014 for submissions. However, further investment may be needed to ‘unlock’ the
development potential of the proposed London
housing zones.
However, it should also be remembered that
although there were a number of positive proposals
within the Chancellor’s Mansion House speech,
aimed to help relieve the nation’s housing shortage
the Bank of England Governor’s Mansion House
speech suggested an increase in Bank Rate “could
happen sooner than markets expect”. Clearly,
there are going to be interesting times ahead.
ROBUST DETAILS

Lord Tebbit
calls for Robust
Details concept
to be expanded
into other areas
of regulation

S

peaking at Robust Details’ tenth
anniversary event at the House of
Lords, Lord Tebbit called on the
government to be: “As open minded, and
radical as those who were there 10 years ago
which allowed the creation of Robust Details.”
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Lord Tebbit went on to praise the introduction of the Robust Details scheme for sound
insulation standards in new homes, which he
described as being, “an inspired example on all
sides of how the business of government in regulating could be made user-friendly”.

Celebrating its tenth anniversary, Robust
Details was originally formed to simplify building regulations by providing an alternative to
pre-completion sound testing. The resulting
scheme, which has now been used in 725,000
new-build houses and apartments since being
introduced, has given homebuilders a reliable
and effective route to compliance over the last
10 years.
Lord Tebbit also praised the work of the civil
service and called on the Robust Details concept
to be expanded into other areas of regulation.
Speaking after the event Robust Details
CEO, Dave Baker, said: “We are very grateful to
Lord Tebbit for hosting Robust Details 10 Year
Anniversary event. It is a real pleasure to have
someone of his vast experience speaking so
highly about Robust Details.
“The past 10 years have shown how popular
the Robust Details scheme has been with the
housebuilding industry, and we welcome Lord
Tebbit’s call for the concept to be expanded into
other areas of regulation.”

HOUSING PLANS

Homes and
Communities
Agency sets
out housing
plans

T

he Homes and Communities Agency
(HCA) plans to complete more than
9,500 market sale homes as part of its
targets for 2014/15.
More than 5,500 of these will be delivered
through the government’s Get Britain Building
programme, devised for schemes that have
stalled due to a lack of finance. In 2013/14, the

HCA delivered 6,818 market homes, with
2,839 under Get Britain Building.
These targets are part of the HCA’s Corporate
Plan covering 2014 to 2018. The HCA says
that it will continue to increase private sector
housing starts ‘through market interventions’.
The agency anticipates the sale of around
29,000 homes through Help to Buy over the
2014/15 period. It also intends to release HCA
land to provide more than 6,000 new homes,
although it did not confirm if this was aimed
at supporting the government’s Help to Build
programme.
HCA’s chief executive Andy Rose said: “We
continue to adapt our approach to reflect the
programmes government is asking us to deliver,
ensuring an efficient transition from one delivery period to the next.
“However, while our approach may be
changing, the outcomes we are seeking remain
the same; to meet local priorities and create
successful communities with homes and jobs.”

Tesco set to build 4,000 homes

T

esco’s hunger for land was well known,
as the supermarket giant appeared to
buy up any plot of land that came onto
the market. Their perceived policy was to buy
the land, get the planning, build the store, and
if they did not get planning sell off the land at a
later date. On larger sites Tesco has also built
homes above or next to the store.
Now, with the housing market on an upward
turn, it is reported that the company plans to
build 4,000 new homes on land it originally
bought for supermarket development.

The Guardian reported that Tesco is considering building some homes through its
development wing Spenhill, while selling other
sites to developers.
The Guardian also reported that Tesco
apparently has a ‘land bank’ of 310 sites, which
do not have a store built on them. It would
appear that the firm has enough land for 15,000
homes in total. The Guardian added that one
Tesco site, now earmarked for 700 homes, is in
Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire, close to
the company’s operational headquarters.

EVENTS
National Housing Federation’s Annual
Conference and Social Housing Exhibition
17 - 19 September, Birmingham
http://annual.housing.org.uk
Thw Sunday Times British Homes Awards
19 September, London
http://britishhomesawards.co.uk

100% Design
17 - 20 September, London
www.100percentdesign.co.uk
LANDSCAPE Show
23 - 24 September, London
www.landscapeshow.co.uk

Homebuilding & Renovating and Home
Improvement Show
26 - 28 September, London
www.improveyourhomeshow.co.uk
Timber Expo
7 - 8 October, Birmingham
www.timber-expo.co.uk

Resilience14
26 - 27 November, London
www.resilience14.com
Ecobuild
3 - 5 March 2015, London
www.ecobuild.co.uk
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Let Cyberhomes integrate the best entertainment and automation systems into your luxury developments.
We’ll help you work smart technology seamlessly into your design – then you can leave the rest to us.

For smarter luxury developments visit www.cyberhomes.co.uk/hbd
™
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Cinema Install
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Home cinema design and installation • Lighting control systems • Multi-room audio and video • Home automation CCTV and security
• Data and communication networks • Occupancy simulation • Heating and air conditioning

0845 094 2718

hello@cyberhomes.co.uk
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Team up with Sky and ask us how you can give residents frighteningly
good offers on TV, phone and broadband subscriptions.
Here are just a few of the advantages:
Exclusive offers
for residents
to help make your
development even
more attractive
to buyers

A Dedicated
Manager who
will answer your
questions and
ensure the process
is hassle free

The Sky Specialist
Install Team to make
sure the system is
ready and working
when your residents
walk in

Don’t be afraid to speak to us at

08442 410 327 or sky.com/newbuild
Believe in better
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HMI CONFERENCE

Home
Builders
Federation
gathers
impressive
speaker list

COMMENT

Yet another
Housing Minister –
what a surprise!
Patrick Mooney of Mooney Thompson
Consulting comments

A
Mark Clare,
Barratt
Developments
PLC

M

ark Clare will address the industry
at this year's Housing Market
Intelligence (HMI) conference,
which will also see the launch of the annual
HMI report.
The Barratt CEO will give his thoughts on
the new homes sector and discuss Barratt's plans
in the light of the government's introduction of
initiatives to increase housing supply.
On the same theme, communities secretary
Eric Pickles, having kept his job in the cabinet
reshuffle, will also speak at the conference,
giving the government's view of the state of
the market and its plans, should it win the
2015 election.
The conference will be focusing on how the
industry can meet the supply challenge and will
include a delivery discussion panel including
Places for People CEO David Cowans, Mike
Jones, chair of the LGA planning and housing
committee, and Steve Midgley, MD of
Fairgrove Homes.
Also speaking at the conference will be LSE
Professor Paul Cheshire, co-author of a new and
important study of urban policy, Head of Residential at Legal and General James Lidgate, and
Analyst Anthony Codling at Jefferies who will
take a city view of the industry.
HBF speakers Stewart Baseley, Andrew
Whitaker and John Stewart will also give
their views on the market, planning and the
economic outlook.
The conference, which will be chaired by
NHBC CEO Mike Quinton, will take place on
8 October at Milton Court at London's Barbican.

nother year, another reshuffle, another
new Housing Minister! No surprises
there (they tend to last no more than
about 11 months) but what does the appointment of Brandon Lewis MP hold in store for
tenants of social housing?
More of the same I would guess judging by
his early comments and actions in the job.
Begging or hectoring developers and housing
associations to “stretch their pounds” by building
more homes for less grant appears to be the
extent of his manifesto.
It will be welcome news if his actions result in
new house starts climbing up to or exceeding the
annual target of 250,000 to 300,000 homes a
year as we need to start meeting the pent up
demand from a growing population. But don’t
we need something more substantial in policy
terms from our Housing Minister?
Since Eric Pickles closed down the Audit
Commission’s inspection team and the Homes &
Communities Agency (HCA) was directed to
only focus on financial and governance issues,
tenants of both the private rented and social
housing sectors have been cast adrift and left to
face the consequence of cuts in welfare payments
and their services, as landlords look to reduce
operating costs.
Apart from wagging a metaphorical finger at
several associations who had failed to complete
all of the annual services on their properties’ gas
boilers, the HCA pays no attention to its own
consumer standards and whether associations are
complying with them or not.
The HCA no longer publishes tables of key
performance indicators – so we can’t deliver our
job as armchair auditors which Mr Pickles gave
us all – and it rarely responds to complaints. It
recently advertised for two new places on its
regulation committee and guess what? It has
appointed two leading lights from the world of
corporate finance and risk. Another opportunity
missed to get in touch with what tenants are concerned about.

Surpluses
Meanwhile associations which develop in
London are clocking up record breaking surpluses (as a result of higher sales values, lower
interest costs and high “affordable” rents), without much of the windfall being invested in
services for tenants.
So what of the new Housing Minister? Well
Mr Lewis’ recent appointment has resulted in
the welcome bringing together of planning
and housing responsibilities into a single minister’s portfolio.
His initial comments all appear to have been
about new housing, new developments and new
starts. Oh and he clearly wants to continue the
financial squeeze on housing associations, to get
them building more homes but with less direct
subsidy. Except he disguises this by saying he
wants them to be more imaginative and adventurous. But woe betide any housing association
which miscalculates its risks and comes a cropper.
However, it’s one step forward and one step
backwards, as responsibility for homelessness
has remained with Kris Hopkins, the former
Housing Minister and newly relegated junior
minister in the Communities and Local Government department. Where is the joined up
thinking here? If there is any logic in that set of
changes it has defied me and many others!
So who have we got this time around? Well Mr
Lewis was elected as MP for Great Yarmouth (in
Norfolk) in 2010. A barrister by trade, he was
previously a councilor at Brentwood in Essex,
serving for five years as the council’s leader.
Perhaps it’s a coincidence that his boss Eric
Pickles has been MP for Brentwood since 1992,
but I suspect it’s not. Mr Pickles and Ian Duncan
Smith both survived the cabinet reshuffle, retaining their portfolios at CLG and the Department
for Work and Pensions. What this surely tells us
is that we can expect a continuation of the coalition’s housing policies (of cutting welfare benefits
and raising rents), for at least the next nine
months until the general election in May 2015.
Continued overleaf...
respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk
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Sadly this probably means that social housing
tenants do not have much to look forward to in
the way of new government policies, as a way of
protecting them from cuts in customer services.
As “free marketeers” with an ambivalence
towards regulation and what they regard as “red
tape”, Messrs Pickles and Smith have virtually
ignored conditions and services in rented housing – both in the private sector and the social or
affordable sector.

Travellers
According to his Wikipedia entry, during the
new housing minister’s time as leader of
Brentwood Council he co-hosted the Eric and
Brandon Show with Eric Pickles on Phoenix FM,
a local radio station in Brentwood. Under Mr
Lewis' leadership, the council refused to identify
land for additional traveller sites when required
to by the then Labour government, citing greenbelt classification. Mr Lewis claimed that the
council was being "victimised" at the time by the
CLG, then under the leadership of John Prescott.
Now in a twist of irony we see that alongside
housing and planning, Mr Lewis also has responsibility for gypsies and travellers. You couldn’t
make this sort of thing up, could you?
As Mr Lewis’ constituency is a marginal or
swing seat, the odds would appear to be on yet
another change in ministerial responsibility for
housing after the general election. If this ensures
the scrapping of the bedroom tax, many hundreds of thousands of tenants will be overjoyed.
Meanwhile in separate but possibly linked
developments, we have recently seen the rise of
a further division in the provision of housing.
Coinciding with the release of Shelter’s research
study telling us about two million working
young adults who are still living at home with
their parents, the Guardian newspaper revealed
the existence of “poor doors” which allow
London’s rich and poor residents to enter their
blocks of flats without coming into contact with
each other.
Mayor of London Boris Johnson has ruled out

a ban on "poor doors", which give social housing
tenants separate entrances in new housing developments, but said he would discourage their use
whenever possible.
The Guardian first reported on the segregation in newbuild blocks that have affordable
homes as well as apartments sold at much higher
open-market prices. Separate entrances means
that housing associations offering the cheaper,
affordable homes can avoid the high service
charges paid for plush communal areas, but
reports about the split entrances have underlined
concerns about London's increasingly polarised
property market.
All London developments of 150 or more
homes must be approved by the mayor, who has
said that he was not keen on separate entrances
and had taken steps to prevent them in some
developments. "I don't like them and they are
something that I try to get out of the planning
application if I can."

Clipped wings
The homeless charity Shelter has introduced us
to a new term, the “clipped wings” generation.
This refers to the almost two million working
young adults who are still living with their parents because they cannot afford to move out.
A quarter of 20- to 34-year-olds who have a
job are part of the “clipped wings” generation,
unable to fly the nest, housing charity Shelter
warned. House prices are rising faster for firsttime buyers than people already on the housing
ladder, making it even harder for them to leave
their family home.
Campbell Robb, chief executive of Shelter,
said: “The ‘clipped wings generation’ are finding
themselves with no choice but to remain living
with mum and dad well into adulthood, as they
struggle to find a home of their own. Rather than
pumping more money into schemes like Help to
Buy, we need bolder action that will meet the
demand for affordable homes and not inflate
prices further.
“From helping small local builders find the

finance they need, to investing in a new generation of part rent, part buy homes, the solutions
to our housing shortage are there for the
taking. Politicians of all parties must now put
stable homes for the next generation at the top
of the agenda.”
But for anyone hoping to buy their first home,
houses are becoming less affordable. And as a
consequence home ownership is falling. The proportion of 25-year-olds buying their own home
has halved in 20 years, according to the Institute
for Fiscal Studies. This is putting more pressure
on the rented market, making it more difficult to
find a suitable property and pushing rents up.
Revealing that the average age of mothers in
England and Wales had risen to 30 for the first
time, the Office for National Statistics cited
housing as a possible factor. It also published figures showing a sharp rise in the number of
households of more than six people, and an
increase in house-sharing. Its analysis of the 2011
census data showed a rise in both multi-generational households – no doubt caused by the
young adults with clipped wings living in their
childhood bedrooms – and in young working
adults sharing accommodation.
The latest English housing survey showed that
in 2012-13, the number of households in the
private rented sector had overtaken the number
in social housing for the first time. And those
renting were least happy with that choice: just
over half of private renters agreed that it was a
good way of occupying a home, compared with
82 per cent of social renters and 93 per cent of
owner-occupiers.
Renting can be a financially sensible and happy
choice for many, but the current government’s
housing policies have made it a second-class
option. And this is where Mr Lewis, as the new
Housing Minister should be focusing at least
some of his efforts, in making renting a safe and
sensible option, which people are happy to accept
and make a success of. Instead, he will probably
continue with his cajoling of housing associations
to build more new homes for a lot less grant.
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National Statistics show
increase in housing output

T

he NHBC has reported that private sector registrations were the sole driver of
UK housing growth in Q2 2014 with
registrations rising 9 per cent to 27,527 during the
quarter against Q2 2013.
During Q2, South East England saw the largest
rise in registrations. These climbed 48 per cent to
6,434 compared to Q2 2013. The East Midlands
also experienced a strong rise of 38 per cent to
3,708 registrations.
In June, total registrations across the UK lifted
14 per cent to 11,726 against the same month
last year.
Also, according to the Office for National
Statistics (ONS), new housing output increased
17.9 per cent in June compared to the same time
last year and that new housing development had

recently been the main provider of growth in all
new construction work.

The ONS data, covering
Great Britain, also showed a
1.9 per cent rise in new
housing output in June
compared to May, with a 3.5
per cent increase in Q2 2014
against Q1 2014.
The ONS said that the quarter-on-quarter rise
was due to ‘three individual months of positive

growth’, which brought the level of new housing
to its highest point since Q4 2007. Output across
the construction industry increased 4.8 per cent
year-on-year. In contrast, no growth was registered
in Q2 2014 against the previous quarter. But
month-on-month (June compared to May), overall output rose 1.2 per cent.
These statistics supported the Construction
Products Association’s (CPA) Summer Forecasts,
which said that private housing starts are set to
increase by 18 per cent this year to 134,170 units.
The CPA believe that over the next two years
the construction industry will grow approximately
10 per cent and contribute almost £11 billion to
the UK economy. The private housing sector is
expected to grow 10 per cent in 2015 followed by
5 per cent growth every year to 2018.

New Housing and Planning Minister visits
proposed site of the Ebbsfleet Garden City
Brandon Lewis MP,
new Housing and
Planning Minister

T

he pre-election cabinet reshuffle saw
familiar faces moved on and new faces
brought forward. One new face, to the
housing sector at least, is Brandon Lewis MP.
Former Planning Minister Nick Boles has been
handed the construction brief within the government’s Department for Business, Innovation
and Skills.
Appointed as Minister of State for Housing
and Planning at the Department for Communities and Local Government, Lewis was
previously Parliamentary Under Secretary of
State at the Department for Communities and
Local Government.

It is not just Lewis that has been promoted.
For the first time in five years a fully-fledged
Minister of State will now hold the combined
housing and planning portfolios. The promotion
of both Lewis and his combined portfolio
hopefully reflects the government’s desire to
increase housing development numbers.
As part of his new portfolio Lewis is also the
Minister for the development of Ebbsfleet and
one of his first actions was to visit the site of the
proposed Kent-based garden city.
Dartford and Gravesham Borough Councils
jointly hosted the visit and representatives from
Land Securities, Ward Homes and London
Paramount Entertainment Resort developers
LRCH joined the Minister. Following a briefing on the over-arching key points covering the
patch work of sites that will form the new garden
city the Minister was driven around each land
parcel to better understand their specific issues
and opportunities.

Within a week of the on-site briefing exercise
the chairman of the Ebbsfleet Garden City Urban
Development Corporation was confirmed to be
Michael Cassidy CBE. As the Chairman of the
City of London Property Investment Board and
with extensive experience in a range of roles
across the business and industry sectors, the government expects Michael Cassidy to steer the
development corporation, providing the focus
and direction needed to deliver the county’s first
garden city in over 100 years.
As the chairman designate of the Ebbsfleet
Development Corporation, Michael Cassidy
said: “The development at Ebbsfleet is an exciting prospect, finally bringing to life an area where
progress has been slow for many years and delivering the high quality homes and jobs that local
people need.
“I look forward to working with local communities to create a place where people choose to
live and lay down their roots.”
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COMMENT

“More than just a
seasonal slowdown”
– Hometrack
Richard
Donnell,
director of
research,
Hometrack

A

ccording to Hometrack’s monthly
housing survey the housing market in
July saw the slowest growth in house
prices for 18 months with house prices across
England and Wales rising 0.1 per cent during the
month, a dip on June’s 0.3 per cent which was a
decline on May’s 0.5 per cent.
Hometrack said that the cooling market was
not just a reflection of the slower summer period
but an indicator of other forces at work, including
a noticeably more subdued London market over
the past three months. In July Hometrack research
identified that only 12 per cent of London postcodes registered price increases, with 11 per cent
of the capital’s markets recording lower prices.
Hometrack’s director of research, Richard
Donnell, explained:

“The overall market
slowdown during the
previous two months was
also partly due to tougher
lending rules following the
Mortgage Market Review
and the impact of various
warnings of a possible house
price bubble.
“House price growth across
the rest of the country
[outside London], where
price rises have been far less
pronounced in recent years,
could well be sustained into
the autumn.”

PLANNING REFORM

Government consults on
further planning reform

A

s part of the effort to simplify and speed
up the planning process the government
has launched a consultation exercise,
which closes on 26 September, designed to
bring further reform to the planning system.
The consultation invites views on how best to
measure the time it takes from submitting an
application to getting it determined.
To help speed up the delivery of new homes,
the government has also proposed a new development right to convert light industrial, storage
and distribution buildings to residential use, provided they were in that use at the time of this
year’s Budget. It also intends to extend the cur-
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rent permitted development right to convert
offices into homes to 2019.
Other proposed changes to neighbourhood planning include the introduction of a
statutory time limit of 10 weeks for local planning authorities to determine applications for
neighbourhood areas.
The government will also consult on measures
to improve the use of planning conditions. This
will include a ‘deemed discharge’ of certain planning conditions where a planning authority fails
to make a decision in a given time. This provision is part of the Infrastructure Bill but the
consultation will help establish the detail.

Helping
to unlock
development
land

U

nder new plans announced by the government councils that bring forward
brownfield land for development
could benefit from a share of £5 million to get
work started on the new homes. There are up to
100 bids available, with councils set to receive a
maximum of £50,000 this year and next.
Housing and Planning Minister Brandon
Lewis explained that previously developed land
could help pave the way for planning permissions on up to 200,000 new homes across
the country and invited councils to bid for
the government’s Local Development Order
Incentive Fund (LDOs). LDOs can be used to
establish the amount and type of housing that
can be delivered on sites and potentially help
unlock them.
Local Development Orders are a flexible
way to grant planning permission, as they can
be used to set out the amount and type of
housing that can be built on sites. However,
the Department for Communities and Local
Government explained that as with any other
planning applications, the views of local people
and the housing requirements of their communities must be considered.
To qualify for the funding, councils will need
to consult on a local development order on the
land they identify – making it easier and quicker
for developers to get work started.
The Minister explained: “By investing billions
in our affordable housing programme, and
launching schemes like Help to Buy, we’ve got
Britain building, with housebuilding levels at
their highest since 2007.
“But with enough brownfield land available
for up to 200,000 homes we can do more.
Today’s fund will get local development orders
in place on brownfield land across the country,
paving the way for more to come forward in
the future.”
In addition to the LDO fund, the government
recently launched a £3 million Site Delivery
Fund to unlock development on housing sites
that have been agreed but are suffering delays.
The government believes the fund, which is
available to councils across the country, could
help speed up the delivery of ‘as many as 25,000
new homes’ on up to 85 sites by clearing the
planning issues that can prevent housebuilders
from starting on-site. Obstacles include the
completion of financial agreements and the
signing-off of planning conditions.
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APPRENTICESHIPS

Cross-party
commission
to study
construction
apprenticeship
opportunities

T

he cross-party think tank, Demos, has launched a commission on
apprenticeships to find ways of increasing the number of high
quality apprentice programmes across the UK, with a focus on construction. Demos Research Director Duncan O’Leary and Head of External
Communications Sophie Duder will supervise the project.
Demos explained the background to the exercise: “Construction is a key
sector in the British jobs market, accounting for 2.1 million jobs and 7.2 per
cent of total employment in the UK. Though the sector was disproportionately affected by the recession, it has been projected to grow, on average, by
2.2 per cent each year until 2018.
“Over the longer-term there are significant opportunities for growth in
the construction sector in emerging markets, and through digital and green
technologies. Taking these opportunities will require the sector to renew and
enhance its skills base.”
Acting as secretariat for the commission, which will feature the construction industry as a ‘major case study’ Demos cited a Chartered Institute of
Building survey revealing that 90 per cent of respondents agreed that apprenticeships were ‘key’ to addressing skills gaps in the construction sector.
The commission will draft a final report towards the end of the year, making recommendations to local and national policymakers, employers,
training providers and others. The call for evidence closes on 12 September.
For more details, visit www.demos.co.uk/projects/apprenticeships
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Help to Buy sales hit monthly high

G

overnment figures report that 4,357
sales were made under the Help to Buy
equity loan scheme in June, the highest
monthly total since the scheme launched in April
last year.
In total, 27,167 homes have been purchased
under the equity loan initiative. The figures, covering April 2013 to 30 June 2014, also show that
first time buyers made up 85 per cent of the sales
at 23,167 transactions.
The average price of an equity loan home
was £207,967 against a median equity loan
of £41,413.
Housing and planning minister Brandon Lewis
said that for the first time, sales data had been
included in the figures, split by postcode to reveal

how the scheme was benefiting areas across
the country.
The Home Builders Federation Executive
Chairman Stewart Baseley commented:

“Help to Buy is allowing
people across the county to
buy new build homes and if
people can buy, builders can
build. Indicators suggest
increases in housebuilding
activity in the region of 25

per cent and the past year has
seen the steepest increase in
new housing starts for around
40 years.
“To ensure increases are
sustainable, central and local
government need to ensure
the planning system responds
accordingly and can meet
demand in the long-term.”

BUNGALOWS

Planning Minister “absolutely right”
to promote bungalows as part of the
solution to the housing crisis, says CLA

T

he CLA, the membership organisation
for owners of land, property and businesses in rural England and Wales, has
this month backed Housing and Planning
Minister Brandon Lewis’ calls to prioritise the
building of bungalows for older people, freeing
up larger family homes.
The organisation said for a number of years it
has highlighted the lack of housing available in
rural areas for older generations, leaving many
with no choice but to relocate to towns.
CLA President Henry Robinson said: “A lack
of housebuilding in the countryside has meant

that for decades older people in villages have
been left unable to downsize. Reluctant to move
into urban areas where they would lose their support networks, they are choosing to remain in
large family houses which are costly to run.
“By 2021, 54 per cent of households will be
aged over 65 yet the current housing supply is
failing to meet the needs of an aging population.
Mr Lewis is absolutely right to promote the
building of bungalows which will allow older
people to stay in the countryside while simultaneously freeing up family properties, and
lessening the housing shortage.

“The government must not allow housing
density targets designed for urban areas to
limit the provision of bungalow housing in
rural locations.”
The organisation said it backed Mr Lewis’s call
for traditional, “quintessentially British” design
in the provision of bungalows.
Mr Robinson said: “Good design is crucial in
all new developments and bungalows are no
exception. We are happy to share with the
Minister our examples of well designed bungalows of traditional appearance."
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ENERGY SAVING TRUST

Cold, draughty, mouldy, damp:
What UK public think about their homes

N

ew research tapping into the public’s
energy saving attitudes, motivations
and behaviours has been revealed by
the Energy Saving Trust in the first of a series of
public opinion trackers known as the UK Pulse.
The findings from the Ipsos MORI survey of
over 2,000 UK respondents show nearly half of
householders (44 per cent) claim to live in homes
with draught problems, 38 per cent in homes
with condensation problems and 29 per cent in
homes with mould. All three issues were even
higher among renters.
However, homeowners with these problems
are the most likely to be taking action with nearly
a quarter of homeowners (24 per cent) living in
draughty homes planning to install energy efficiency upgrades in the next year, compared with
12 per cent of homeowners overall.

Home renewables, such
as solar panels, were
considered to be the
‘ideal’ energy efficiency
improvement if money and
hassle were no object, with
most respondents putting
this ahead of wall and loft
insulation and draught
excluders, despite often
living in homes with
draught problems.
In addition, nearly half (47 per cent) of householders would like to know the suitability of
their home for renewable energy measures. With
the Energy Saving Trust’s online tools, such as
the Home Energy Check, the homeowner can
identify what energy saving improvements they
could make and whether their property is
suitable for generating energy based on their
property type and budget.
David Weatherall, energy efficiency expert,

Energy Saving Trust, says: “We need to move
away from big messages for broad audiences to
information that is tailored to people’s individual
motivations, their lifestyle and their home. We can
no longer get away with a ‘one size fits all’ energy
efficiency message for UK consumers.
“People’s motivations for changing behaviour, or
choosing how and where to invest money in energy
efficiency, are diverse across genders, age groups
and UK regions, as well as being heavily influenced
by the type of property people own or rent.”
Other findings highlighted the UK public’s
attitudes towards technologies and domestic
appliances:
• Majority of home buyers and renters were
enthused by renewable energy features, with
59 per cent more likely to rent or buy a
property with a renewable energy system
such as a solar panel or heat pump
• Nearly half (40 per cent) of those whose
energy use feels out of control blame too
many appliances in their home
• Over half of all tumble dryer users in houses
(54 per cent) use their tumble dryer at least
once a week during the summer
• There is an appetite for bigger TVs with over
half (54 per cent) buying TVs in the past year
which are 39 inches or over
• However, 78 per cent of householders using
their tumble dryer in summer, and buying
TVs in the past year which are 39 inches or
over claim to be concerned about energy bills.
Following these findings from the first UK Pulse,
the Energy Saving Trust is calling for a “radical
shift” in how industry sells the benefits of energy
efficiency for the home.
Weatherall adds, “From our Home Analytics
data of the entire UK housing stock, we know
that householders and landlords have installed
the measures that offer the quickest wins and
biggest energy saving paybacks: millions of cavity
walls have been insulated in recent years and virtually no totally uninsulated lofts remain.
“This is good news. But as our homes improve
the opportunities change. In the next stage of
the evolution of our homes we need householders to engage with their energy use in a new,

deeper way that focuses on the importance on
comfort and control, as well as the cost benefits
of energy efficiency.
“The UK Pulse has shown the importance of
comfort, such as the condition of the home, to
homeowners in acting as motivation for energy
saving improvements in the home, while also
uncovering other energy saving motivations and
attitudes from the UK public.”
Through the UK Pulse research the Energy
Saving Trust has identified several new opportunities for encouraging energy efficiency in
the home:
• Promoting comprehensive insulation
solutions for all homes: this will inevitably
entail higher costs than the lower-hassle
actions that have been achieved so far
• Encouraging rapid uptake of new energy
saving technologies as they emerge, for
example LED lighting
• Continuing to bring home renewable energy
into the mainstream so householders with
suitable homes understand the benefits of
the installation
• Transforming householders’ ability to
monitor and understand their energy use –
thereby reducing their energy waste.
Information about the Energy Saving Trust’s
Home Energy Check, an interactive online tool
that lets homeowners find out about which
energy-saving and renewable generating systems
suit their homes, can be found here:
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/
Organisations/Green-Deal/Home-EnergyCheck-online-tool
Information about the Energy Saving Trust’s
Home Analytics service that provides essential
data and analysis on the UK housing stock to
help target energy efficiency activity can be
found here:
http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk/
Organisations/Green-Deal/Identifying-yourmarket-home-analytics
For more information on the UK Pulse or the
Energy Saving Trust’s business services contact
business@est.org.uk
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Editor’s Focus

1

1. British Ceramic Tile
British Ceramic Tile has launched Aspire, a new brand aimed at targeting national and regional house
builders. Aspire is designed and manufactured in Britain and brings together the company’s diverse
product portfolio into one offering, providing house builders with its most comprehensive collection
of tiles to date. Grouped into key lifestyle packages to simplify the specification process, customers
can now select from one of four lifestyle packages as well as British Ceramic Tile’s designer collections.
Pictured is Elan dark grey field 248 x 398mm and Elan grey floor 333 x 333mm.
Enq. 109

2

2. Finepanel
Innovative Finepanels are a stylish new modular wall panelling system. Whole panels rather than parts,
they are pre-primed and ready to fit. Finepanels fix and link together invisibly. Durable, easy-to-install
and moisture resistant they are a convenient and cost-effective way to add character to a new house
or return period charm to an older property. Finepanels can be fitted above either new or existing
skirtings quickly, easily and economically. Available in six heights and seven styles there’s one to suit
every interior. Dado height panels are available from stock at a 10 per cent discount.
Enq. 110

3. Canopies UK
Canopies has supplied more than 30,000 canopies throughout the UK to housing associations, contractors, house builders and local authorities. Whether the project is for planned refurbishment or a
new build site, it has the product to suit. All of its GRP door canopies are maintenance free with no
painting required, putting an end to costly maintenance programmes. Every Canopies UK product
also conforms to BS6399-3 and European Standard EN1991-1-3:2003. Its canopies can be delivered
directly to site and come complete with full fixing kits, making them simple to install.
Enq. 111

3

4. Designer Contracts
As consumer confidence improves and the house building sector looks more buoyant, one of the UK’s
largest flooring contractors, Designer Contracts is celebrating a number of significant achievements.
Launched in the autumn of 2013, the company’s carpet recycling scheme has already saved over 100
tonnes from landfill and earned Designer Contracts a place in the finals of the Housebuilder Product
Awards in the category ‘Best Site Product’, as well as nominated for ‘Take Back Partner of the Year’
and shortlisted as a recycling champion by Carpet Recycling UK.
Enq. 112
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5. Premier School of Building
Premier School of Building is a UK correspondence school specialising in offering distance learning
courses to the construction industry for most managerial positions, i.e. architectural, surveying, estimating and facilities and project management. PSB clients are private developers, building contractors
civil engineering contractors, local authorities and most types of building consultants. In total PSB
offers 20 single subject short courses, 10 bespoke combined diploma courses and also has a co-delivery
agreement with the University of Chester for three Professional Diplomas.
Enq. 113
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6. Energeno
Energeno is proud to launch the Optismart range of products at Solar Energy UK 2014 (14 - 16
October) at the NEC. Optismart products enable solar PV owners to maximise the usage of their
home generated electricity without complicated home automation systems. Heating water and
running home appliances such as washing machines and dishwashers for free is now simple (and
modular) with the Optismart range. You can store home grown electricity for use in the evening and
even follow your electricity online. Come and visit us at the NEC (stand P65).
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First wave of projects for £1 billion
programme to help unlock 200,000 homes

E

ric Pickles announced the first wave of
projects to benefit from a £1 billion
scheme that will unlock or accelerate
the provision of over 200,000 new homes across
the country.
The Communities Secretary published a
shortlist of 36 large-scale housing projects in line
to receive a share of £850 million of funding to
get work going on-site and housebuilding started.
Mr Pickles said these projects were critical in
getting Britain building, maintaining momentum that has already led to the highest levels of
housebuilding since 2007.
The £850 million of funding for shortlisted
projects forms part of the government’s £1
billion, five-year large sites infrastructure
programme, and will be used to build the infrastructure needed to provide schemes of at least
1,500 homes. The money will go towards the
building of road improvement, schools and parks
to support the extra homes being planned.
Housing is a key part of the government’s long
term economic plan. The 36 projects will go
through a final rigorous due diligence process
before receiving the funding.

Sites include the continued
development of the
Greenwich Peninsula in
South East London, which
will help provide nearly
10,000 new homes, while
funding is also expected to go
to Ebbsfleet Garden City, to
help provide 3,500 homes.
Eric Pickles said: “This government’s longterm economic plan is getting Britain building
again. Residential construction is now at its highest level since 2007 and continuing to rise, and
216,000 new homes were given planning permission last year.
“We are supporting locally-led development,
and this £1 billion programme will help unlock
or accelerate over 200,000 new homes across the
country. This is part of our wider package of

housing programmes to support home ownership, increase investment in the private rented
sector and further increase house building.”
The funding will be available between 2015
and 2020 and will be in the form of a long-term
loan, with interest – ensuring a fair rate of return
for taxpayers.
As well as the £1 billion loan funding, the
large sites infrastructure programme also
includes £12.5 million capacity funding and
expert planning and technical support for councils dealing with large-scale sites, as well as
brokerage support from central government to
unblock obstacles to development.
Chief Secretary to the Treasury, Danny
Alexander, said: “I am delighted that we have
been able to put this extra £850 million into
building more homes for families across the
country. This forms part of the government’s
record investment in housing, which has already
helped to get 450,000 new homes built over this
Parliament, and brought housebuilding back to
its highest level for six years.”
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Brick Awards 2014 shortlist revealed

ATAG Heating sponsors charity race

The Brick Development Association
(BDA) has announced the shortlist for the
2014 Brick Awards, one of the top design
and construction awards in the country.
There are 17 awards split into three categories: housing, building and landscape,
and technical and craft. Last year, Barratt
Developments won the Volume House Builder Award for three projects. Now in its 38th year, anticipation is growing for the Brick Awards,
which will be presented at London’s 5 star hotel, Marriott Grosvenor
Square on 12 November. Tickets and/or tables can be purchased
online via the BDA’s website, where the shortlist can also be viewed.

The 13th St Wilfrid’s Hospice ‘Nab’
Challenge, sponsored by boiler
distributors ATAG Heating UK, is to be
held on Saturday 6 September and the
Inn-Shore Cruising Club, organisers of
this popular and unique event, will be
aiming to add to the magnificent amount
of £162,000 already raised for this worthy charity. As always, the
organisers will be aiming to inspire and encourage as many competitors
as possible to take part in this year’s challenge and raise as much money
as possible for the Hospice. At the forefront of developing the latest
heating technology for a more sustainable future, ATAG Heating UK
is proud to be supporting this important charity event.
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020 7323 7030

www.brick.org.uk

Enq. 115

Riverside residences select Sapphire

Timloc teams up with Hull College

Beautiful glass and stainless steel
balcony balustrades, manufactured
and installed by Sapphire
Balustrades, are maximising
amazing views over the River Thames
from apartments in the capital’s new
Greenwich Wharf development. The
balustrades, custom-designed using Sapphire’s Aluma aluminium
section balusters (upright posts) with glass infill panels, are installed to
balconies in a range of mixed tenure properties, from affordable
apartments to luxury penthouses at the top of the seven-storey blocks.
The design of the development uses the balcony shape to maximise the
angular, sharp appearance.
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An East Yorkshire building products
manufacturer has teamed up with a
local college to hold a training event
on cavity tray installation. Timloc
invited students from Hull College,
who are undertaking their NVQ
Level 3 in Brickwork, to its site in
Goole. Here, the company’s
technical director, Phil Harvey, demonstrated best practice on the
installation of cavity trays. The idea behind the event was to raise
awareness of Timloc’s products and the benefits of using cavity trays
correctly in a build, as well as educating the builders of the future.
01405 765567

www.timloc.co.uk
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Taylor Wimpey choose GAP
UK housebuilder Taylor Wimpey has chosen GAP as a supplier of PVC-U building products. The deal will
see GAP’s extensive distribution network supply Taylor Wimpey sites throughout England, Scotland and
Wales with a wide range of Homeline PVC-U building products including fascias, soffits and ancillaries.
Nick Dyke, divisional supply chain manager from Taylor Wimpey, said: “Having toured GAP’s manufacturing
and distribution facilities we were extremely impressed by what we saw. GAP is a company that invests in its
products, its service and people, and we are looking forward to working with them over the coming years.
In particular, their BBA approved recycled fascia and soffit range called Core will help Taylor Wimpey
towards our own environmental goals.” Simon Brayshaw, GAP’s chief executive, commented on the deal:
“Signing a supply agreement for PVC-U fascias and soffits with one of the UK’s largest housebuilders is a
significant achievement for GAP. We feel by having a customer focussed approach and a strong environmental
friendly product offering, we can offer customers large and small an advantage in the market. We look forward
to a successful working relationship with Taylor Wimpey in the coming years.”
0845 313 10 12

www.gap.uk.com
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TTA adds member services with new HQ
The Tile Association is boosting the services it is able to offer to its members with the opening this month of
a prestigious new HQ building in Stone, Staffordshire. Located in the heartland of the potteries, near where
most of the ceramics industry is based, the new 4,000 sq ft facility is easily accessible to the majority of TTA
member companies. TTA chairman Ian Kershaw, who has an office in the building, says: “This is a great new
resource for our members, where we are combining the running of the secretariat in the same building as a
suite of products and services which we believe will be of use to our members. In the future we will develop a
full tile training and testing area for use by members, as well as a technical library, including tiling standards
and associated information. For the first time this enables us to open up our HQ building for trade events,
technical seminars, conferences and other activities for members. I think this shows once again how the TTA
is moving up a gear in 2014 and thinking creatively about new member services, adding increased value to
TTA membership.” Upcoming innovations from the TTA include a new website and it is also expected that
the TTA Awards 2015 will be launched in the next month.
info@tiles.org.uk
respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk

www.tiles.org.uk
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Aico appoints Neal Hooper

Ancon confirms CE compliance

Aico, a market leader in domestic Fire and
Carbon Monoxide protection products, is pleased
to announce the appointment of Neal Hooper as
the company’s new Commercial Director. Neal
has worked in the electrical industry for 20 years
in sales and marketing roles, and as a Commercial
Director encompassing finance, operations and
commerce for companies. Keen to embrace a new
challenge, Neal was introduced to Aico through a senior figure in the
electrical industry and liked the company’s ethos. Neal’s role will
encompass developing further market share, launching a range of
innovative new products , and keeping abreast of changes in legislation
that are likely to drive sales of smoke and CO alarms.
Enq. 121

From 1st July 2014, the CE Marking
of structural steelwork to BS EN 1090
became a legal requirement. Now, any
fabricated structural component
delivered to site without a CE mark is
in breach of the EU Construction
Products Regulation. Ancon is proud to have offered the industry a
fully CE-compliant range since July 2013. The CE Marking of Ancon’s
extensive product portfolio demonstrates an established understanding
of Eurocode design methodology and a long-term commitment to
robust manufacturing controls. Ancon encourages the industry to
understand the risks, demand the CE Mark and accept no excuses.

Vending solutions from Big Phil

Specflue opens new northern depot

Get your food, drink and materials in one place
thanks to Big Phil. Developed in conjunction
with tradesmen, Big Phil is a fantastic new brand
that delivers man-sized ‘made-for-trade’ snacks
and energy-boosting drinks to keep you fuelled up
during the busy working day. Available exclusively
through trade outlets nationwide you can fuel up
as you collect your materials for the day’s job. Keen
to support good causes, Big Phil has joined forces
with Help for Heroes to raise money for injured
servicemen and women, donating a minimum of
1p from the sale price of each Big Phil product.
alrightmate@bigphil.com

www.bigphil.com
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0114 275 5224

www.ancon.co.uk
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Specflue, a leading UK supplier of
renewable heat products and flue
systems, has opened its new northern
depot in Gilcar Way, Castleford, West
Yorkshire. Managing Director Jeremy Fry
and his wife Jan who is also Purchasing
Director for the multi-million pound
turnover business, visited the depot to join in the celebrations as the
doors opened for business and welcomed its first customers. The depot
is just off junction 31 of the M62 and, as well as creating 12 new jobs
for local people, provides 20,000 square feet of warehouse space, a
trade counter and ample customer parking. Jeremy commented: “This
is just the start of Specflue’s presence in the north.”
Enq. 124

UK Worker of the Year 2014

Vortice celebrates its 60th anniversary

With the entries for UK Worker of the
Year 2014 closing on 5th September
2014, now is your last chance to enter.
UK Worker of the Year is a competition
run by workwear company Dickies, to
recognise and reward hard workers in
the UK. This year’s judging will take place at Suzuki GB headquarters
in Milton Keynes, with the six contacted finalists set to face a judging
panel on 26th September. This year’s winner will have the choice of a
Suzuki S-Cross car, V-Strom 1000 motorcycle or an ATV Quad bike.
All six finalists will be invited to the British Superbike finale at Brands
Hatch on 18th October, where the winner will be announced.

2014 sees the 60th anniversary of Vortice
Elettrosociali, a leading European
ventilation systems manufacturer. Since its
inception, Vortice has always attributed
great importance to aesthetics, maintaining
constant collaborations with famous
architects and designers and winning numerous design awards over the
years. Today, Vortice is a market leader in the ventilation industry with
an extensive range of products designed to ensure air quality and
climate comfort: from relatively simple extractor fans to air
conditioning units, air purifiers, dehumidifiers, infrared lamps, right up
to highly complex heat recovery systems and air handling systems.

01761 419419

www.ukworkeroftheyear.com

Enq. 125

01283 492949

www.vortice.ltd.uk
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New EU sealant products regulation

Bluesky offer on OS MasterMap

It is now mandatory for all sealants covered
in the European standard EN 15651 to be
CE marked according to their application
and properties. This legislation means that
it will be illegal to manufacture sealants and
sell within the EU without the relevant CE
marking. To comply with these new regulations, Sika Everbuild has been working
hard to add the required CE panel onto all appropriate packaging and labels
as defined by the standard. In addition to this, Declaration of Performance
certificates for all affected products will be available to view on the relevant
product pages of the Everbuild website from 1st July 2014.

Bluesky has launched its new online
map shop with a 40 per cent saving
on Ordnance Survey MasterMap
Topography Layer. The Map Shop
(www.blueskymapshop.com) makes
it easier to access and purchase the
highest resolution, most up to date
aerial photography for the whole of
the UK as well as the newly launched National Tree Map, detailed 3D
height data and other Ordnance Survey map layers. Visitors can
search by place name, postcode or OS coordinate and upload in a
variety of file formats.

0113 240 3456

www.everbuild.co.uk
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01530 518 518

www.bluesky-world.com
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Introducing the
new energiSava 250
from EnviroVent

A

s we aim for a zero carbon future, energy efficiency is top of the list when it comes to new
build projects. Thanks to triple glazing, draught
proofing, cavity, loft and wall insulation, new homes are
built to be as ‘air tight’ as possible. As a result of this,
installing a good ventilation system is crucial, not just for
the health of the occupants but to safeguard the property
from condensation and mould.
Heat recovery systems are seen as an energy efficient
alternative compared to other traditional methods of ventilation. What’s more, heat recovery technology has come
a long way over the last decade; today MVHR systems
have sophisticated features and are seen by many as an extremely practical
way to ventilate a home and save energy. Good installation is the key to
good performance. It is of paramount importance that heat recovery systems are installed correctly as even the most energy efficient appliance will
fail to perform if it has been poorly fitted.
EnviroVent’s latest innovation, the energiSava 250, has been developed
as an easy, ‘one man’ installation process, ideal for smaller houses and apartments where space is limited. With right or left hand side reversibility and
vertical or horizontal mounting options, this powerful little unit can be
installed on the ceiling, wall or floor. The energiSava 250 can even fit within

the space of a standard kitchen cupboard. In addition to
this, another intelligent feature is the easy push button
commissioning pad which enables the fitter to correctly set the required airflow rate quickly and effectively.
Achieving up to 91 per cent thermal efficiency, the energiSava 250 is
powered by a low energy EC motor and is Energy Savings Trust Best Practice Performance Compliant. To ensure that on warmer days cooler air is
delivered into the property, an automatic and integral summer bypass version is available. Manufactured in the UK, the unit is part of EnviroVent’s
award winning Lifetime Range® and comes with a five year warranty.

For further information visit www.envirovent.com
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Ancon updates Wall Tie Selector app

Synseal wins ECMOD award

Structural fixings specialist, Ancon, has
updated its popular Cavity Wall Tie Product
Selector app to feature its extended range of
award-winning basalt-fibre TeploTies. Freely
available to download for both Apple and
Android mobile devices, the innovative app
makes choosing the most appropriate wall tie
for any cavity wall construction quick and easy, whether at home, onsite or in the office. Launched last year, the app has recently been
updated to feature Ancon’s longer lengths of TeploTie, now available to
suit cavity widths up to 450mm. In 2012, the TeploTie was voted ‘Best
Innovation in Insulation’ at the prestigious Build It Awards.

Synseal has won the ECMOD Direct Commerce
Award 2014 for best B2B business/brand worth
£50 million+. The ECMOD (Every Channel
Mastered Optimised and Delivered) awards have
been established for over 15 years and attract
entries from some of Britain’s most dynamic and
innovative B2B and B2C companies. These annual
awards recognise the hard work, flair and commitment of multichannel businesses. Synseal topped some high quality
competition to secure this award accolade and its successful submission
was sponsored by Nottingham-based ERP software systems providers
Columbus, who provide specialist IT support services to the company.

0114 2755224

www.ancon.co.uk
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01623 443200

www.synseal.com

Enq. 131

Aico appoints three new managers

New CPD guides from Mitsubishi

Aico has appointed three new regional
specification managers (RSMs) as part of its
growth strategy. Two new RSM posts have
been created by Aico in response to customer
demand. These are the South East covered by
Guy Merrick and the East of England covered
by Tim Martins. The remaining RSM
appointment is Barry Mather who has taken
over the North of England from the long
standing Mike Tarrant, who has retired after
13 years working for Aico. The newly created RSM posts allow for
greater coverage in these areas which had previously been incorporated
into wider geographical regions.
Enq. 132

Mitsubishi Electric has released two new
CPD-certified guides covering the London
Plan and Part L of the Building
Regulations. The independent industry
information guides are designed to enhance
the knowledge of customers and provide a
view of the key issues facing the heating
industry. The London Plan CPD guide explains the objectives, the
impact, approaches to heating and energy generation and the potential
of heat pumps for the plan. The Part L of the Building Regulations
guide runs through the background of Part L, how compliance is
shown & the obligation to install low carbon technologies.

respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk

01707 282880

www.mitsubishielectric.co.uk
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Take the lead, with Origin...
Dogs love fresh air. So do you - but not when the match is about to start. But throw open your Origin Bi-fold Doors,
and it’s easy to combine the two.
Precision-engineered and custom-made in Britain, they bring light and style to any room. Not to mention all sorts of new
possibilities…such as settee Frisbee.
The huge range of colours will perfectly match your décor too, as will our superb new aluminium windows and bespoke
electric roller blinds. Very fetching, you might say.
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Reynaers at Home offers one
of the most thermally efficient
aluminium window and door
systems on the market

D

urability and sustainability are two big
trends in architecture, and aluminium
is one of the most versatile building
materials available. It has many benefits, including a high recycled content; long lifespan; low
maintenance and high thermal efficiency with
new thermal break technology.
Head of Reynaers at Home Hugh Moss says:
“According to the latest Reynaers at Home
survey, 57 per cent of British architects think
that the most popular industry trend today in
residential housing is energy efficiency.
“Not only does Reynaers at Home make
efforts to reduce its own energy consumption
and to reduce its emissions of greenhouse gases;
it also contributes to limiting the energy
consumption of new and existing homes through
the development of energy-efficient windows
and doors.”
With its CS 104 window and door system,

Reynaers at Home achieves optimum insulation
values for aluminium that meets the stringent
requirements for Passive House standards.
The high insulation levels of CS 104, down to
an Uf value of 0.88 W/m²K, are achieved by the
use of a patented insulation technology. Along
with a set of specifically developed gaskets, the
highest levels of insulation, wind and water

tightness are assured. After insulation, air tightness is the most important factor determining the
energy efficiency of a window or door.
Hugh Moss adds: “The low Uf value gives a
staggering Uw value as low as 0.77W/m2K,
meaning this product sets the benchmark and is
one of the most thermally efficient aluminium
window and door systems on the market today.”
In addition to high insulation values, CS 104
offers extremely high performance when it comes
to wind resistance. There are up to five levels of
wind load resistance (from one to five) and three
deflection classes (A to C), which measure a
window or door’s structural strength. The higher
the number, the better the performance and the
CS 104’s is the best in class, with the system
achieving up to level five for wind load resistance
and C for deflection. This makes CS 104 ideal
for even the toughest conditions, such as those
experienced in coastal areas.
The increased built-in depth of the profiles –
the vent is 104mm deep and the frame depth
95mm – contributes furthermore to their
strength and stability. This gives architects the
design benefits of large, expansive surfaces of
triple glazing resulting in innovative, energyefficient and yet sustainable designs.
Reynaers at Home is a brand dedicated to
offering the best architectural glazing products
and service to the discerning householder.
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For more information call Reynaers at Home on 0121 421 9707 email homeuk@reynaers.com or visit www.reynaersathome.co.uk

Altitude Aluminium is an
accredited partner for both
Reynaers and Schüco Systems. If
you have a project that involves
curtain walling, aluminium
windows and doors or would
like information on its products
and services, get in touch today
or visit its website. Altitude
Aluminium offer a complete
package for bespoke properties
and grand design builds for
anything from traditional to
modern appearance. Altitude
Aluminium has the experience
to advise on design elements
and is happy to work alongside
architects, homeowners or
project managers to ensure that
your project is delivered on time
and is right first time.
Enq. 333

A new range of aluminium
windows has been launched
by Origin. The Origin Window
has been designed and
engineered following demand
from trade partners seeking a
window to match the aesthetic
and quality of Origin’s bi-folding
door system. The Origin
Window is a perfect match for
any modern build and an ideal
replacement for windows in
period properties. The aluminium frames offer the right
combination of strength and
weight, allowing for narrow
sightlines, while providing superior thermal performance and
improved acoustic dampening.
The Origin Window is available
from the website.
Enq. 301

1st Folding Sliding Doors Ltd
offers the supply and/or
installation of specialist
concertina style and sliding
doors. The company has many
years’ experience and offers
a personal service, handling the
project from concept to
completion. The in-house
fitting team ensures the
installation is carried out with
the minimum disturbance.
1st Folding Sliding Doors
can do a free site survey to
offer advice and will follow
up with a no obligation
quotation. Folding sliding
doors provide improved access
because the design allows the
ultimate in free-running,
lightweight operation.
Enq. 324

Designed and manufactured by
Howarth specifically for the
UK market is the new
upgraded, slim profile, ultra low
u-value Storvik double and
triple glazed range.
It was developed after extensive
research into the latest in
timber, glazing and weather seal
technology to produce a
window design that has driven
performance beyond
current standards.
You can view and download
the latest brochure on
Howarth’s website, and find out
more information on all of the
products in the company’s
extensive range.
Enq. 326
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Devonshire House is a
regeneration of the Sue Ryder
Foundations charity headquarters in Suffolk. Semi-detached
bungalows, plus a detached
bungalow have been connected
to the Old Rectory via a new
hardwood conservatory, created
and installed by Quayside
Conservatories of Beccles.
Quayside has been creating
hardwood conservatories for the
trade and general public for over
20 years. A team of craftsmen,
working from premises on the
banks of the river Waveney,
ensure that the products they
create and install are of the
highest quality. Its latest news is
that it has decided to invest in a
new window line.

Urban Front design and make
hardwood contemporary front
passive house, internal feature
and garage doors with steel
reinforced cores, high security
locks, security keys, and pivot or
3D hinges. All of its doors are
made in the UK and exported
all over the world. Urban Front’s
six timbers are European Oak,
American Black Walnut, Iroko,
Western Red Cedar, Fumed
Oak and Wenge, but also
available as a painted finish in
any RAL colour. All of its doors
are finished with stainless steel
fittings. Urban Front can
achieve bespoke oversized doors
up to 1.5m x 3m. To find out
more contact Urban Front or
visit the website.
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New for 2014 and exclusive to
JB Kind, the eye catching
Mistral door design has been
developed with the housing
market in mind. Without
compromising on quality, JB
Kind has sourced a new
construction technique that
gives the Oak Mistral an
incredible price advantage.
Based on the fashion for flush
groove designs, the Mistral’s
distinctive pattern gives a three
panelled effect. Available in
Walnut, Oak and White
primed, these exceptional doors
represent incredible quality and
value. FD30 fire doors, glazed
designs, metric sizes and
bespoke options are
all available.

Enq. 307
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After seeing a growth of 60 per
cent every year since 2010,
Made For Trade has opened a
new factory to house its bi-fold
doors division. The company
attributes the success of its sales
of aluminium bi-folding doors
to having the right product at
the best price, teamed with
excellent customer support and
quick turnaround times. Using
the market leading SMARTs
Visofold 1000 profile, Made For
Trade can offer the lowest prices
due to the lean and efficient
set-up of the business and low
profit margins As well as these
savings for customers, there is
also an extra 10 per cent off for
new customers, allowing further
money to be saved.
Enq. 309

George Woods’ timber door canopies

A fresh new look in garage doors
Garage door manufacturer Garador has launched a new website and a
full range of colourful brochures and support material. In recent years
trends have changed and while design is still key, Garador say that
aspects such as security, insulation and durability have grown in
importance. Managing director Simon Hipgrave explains: “When we
talk to our customers, security is often high on their list of priorities, so
we developed a range of electric operators and hand transmitters with
BiSecur technology, which features bi-directional FM radio signals
that use the same 128 bit encryption employed by banks for online
banking security. With a range of insulated sectional doors, we also
cater to homeowners looking for a greener garage door solution and
something that could save homeowners money on energy bills. We are
continually investing in new production technology to deliver garage
doors that are more reliable and more durable for homeowners. We
also understand the choice today can be overwhelming, and that is why
we have created new easy to understand brochures, You Tube videos,
company website and a blog”.
01935 443791

www.garador.co.uk
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Enq. 304

George Woods UK manufactures a large
range of door canopies, all hand made in
timber from sustainable forestry. It always
holds a large stock of its standard size
canopies, which enables it to offer a next day
delivery service. A bespoke design service is
provided for both timber door canopies and
barge boards, which can be crafted from
your own design. Beautifully crafted porch
canopies are available in soft wood and include an extensive range of
barge boards (fascia boards), all of which are manufactured on-site by
hand. Having a canopy prolongs the life of your front door, extends
time between maintenance and adds value and appeal.
Enq. 305

K2 modular options are just the job
Paul of Paul Jackson Conservatories
wanted to know what orangery solutions
would allow him to present his customer
with something innovative. Two new
upgrade options had been recently
introduced to the K2 (a division of
Synseal) Capella orangery: an internal full-height plasterboard soffit;
and the popular aluminium fascia and optional decorative pilasters
which had been adapted from the best-selling Global Summer. The
installed Capella measures 6m x 4m and features a brick dwarf wall
designed to seamlessly match the Georgian style property. “Our
customers were over the moon with the end result,” said Paul.
01623 443200

www.synseal.com
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INSPIRATIONAL DOORS.

Undeniable value.
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PRICE EXAMPLE

steel reinforced
natural hardwood doors
entrance doors
internal feature doors
garage doors
passive house
JLY[PÄLKKVVYZ
made & designed in UK

10% OFF*

PRICE
CHALLENGE!

your first
door now

Compare us today.
We will not be
beaten on price.
• Premium Aluminium
profile by SMARTS
• A choice of RAL
colours
• On-site delivery available
• Low Threshold Options

  

• Quick Turnaround from quote to delivery

order or download our door
brochure today

• Log online to view our new EZI Door Quote System

Open the door to our wide range of
innovative, contemporary and classic
door designs. Visit www.jbkind.com

Call Nigel 01642 610798
Fax 01642 671026
www.madefortrade.co

T: 01283 554197
www.jbkind.com

*Offer open to new customers on first order. Not applicable to glazing and delivery charge.
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MACO appeals with interactive app

New manual sliding door system

2014 FiT Show in Telford on 10-12th
June 2014 gave MACO UK another
perfect opportunity to showcase its
extensive product offering for the UK
door and window markets. iPads provided
the perfect tool to demonstrate its fully
interactive AR augmented reality app, a show reveal for MACO UK.
The app is free to download from either the Apple store or the Google
Play store and takes the user on a detailed journey of a MACO UK
specific door lock. Using augmented 3D reality images the user can
fully twist, turn and explore the lock inside and out, using MACO
hotspots to read further information or explode the lock case.

Schueco UK Ltd is further augmenting
its range of glazed, panoramic sliding
doors with the introduction of a manual
version of its successful Schueco ASS 77
PD.HI system. With ultra-slim sightlines and a perimeter frame that is
entirely concealed within the wall, the
new door provides virtually uninterrupted external views. The ASS 77 PD.HI can accommodate doubleor triple-glazing which, in conjunction with the door’s thermally
insulated frames, delivers ‘U’ values as low as 1.1 W/m2K. The glazing
is bonded to the door leaf to ensure structural integrity.

01795 433900

01908 282111

www.macouk.net
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www.schueco.co.uk
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Synseal partner with Yale

Take the hi-line with internal doors

Synseal are partnering with
hardware suppliers Yale Door &
Window Solutions to promote the
Yale 10 year security guarantee.
“The Yale Shootbolt and Encloser
window locks are included in our
expanding Synseal Hardware
product portfolio,” said Mark Frain, Synseal’s hardware product
category manager. “We selected these window locks as they are manufactured to a high quality standard and carry the respected Yale brand
which is so well-known with UK consumers.” Paul Atkinson, sales
director at Yale said: “Yale is delighted to be partnering with Synseal.”

Specifiers looking for real veneered doors
that embody the natural beauty of wood,
while at the same time providing a truly
consistent grain and colour, should look
to the new Hi-Line range from Vicaima.
The Hi-Line range offers plenty of scope
for design with fully finished doors
manufactured in a choice of Crown Line, with its pronounced grain
pattern in Oak and Walnut FSC certified veneers, through to Straight
Line (SL). As with all Vicaima doors a full range of performance and
glazing specifications can be accommodated, including FD30 and
FD60 fire rated, Secured by Design (SBD) and acoustic options.

01623 443200

01793 532333

www.synseal.com
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www.vicaima.com
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Windows brand set to make its mark

HOPPE stays in touch

SIG Windows is one of the new brands
to emerge from the major rebrand and
restructure recently introduced by SIG
UK Exteriors. Established to help
customers and end users easily identify and connect with its diverse
portfolio of brands, products and services, SIG Windows is dedicated
to the lucrative and growing market for windows, doors and conservatories. It incorporates Window Fitters Mate, one of the UK’s leading
independent suppliers of fabricated windows, doors and conservatories – and previously held under the SIG Roofing & Roofline umbrella
of brands. Operations Manager Steve Jones said: “We are confident
that we can add even greater value to our customer proposition.”

HOPPE UK can now offer a complete range
of touchbars for panic and escape doors as part
of its ARRONE family of hardware products.
The ARRONE AR8800 range – designed and
manufactured exclusively by HOPPE itself –
offers specifiers a choice of options, all CE
Marked and fire tested to European standards.
The new ARRONE AR8800 Touchbar range includes a Single Panic
Bolt, a Panic Latch, a Reversible Panic Latch, a Combination Unit for
Double Rebated Doors, and Outside Access Devices which can also be
used in conjunction with the ARRONE series of digital locks. All of
the relevant standards and certifications have been obtained.

01480 466777

01902 484 400

www.sigwindows.co.uk
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www.hoppe.co.uk
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Swan Systems Sliding Wardrobe Doors

VBH adds Glazpart Link-Vent to range

The unique British Designed and
Patented range of Swan Sliding
Wardrobes are luxury products at
affordable prices. Swan Systems
Sliding Wardrobe Doors are available
in 15 popular frame colours with 300
different door inserts and now with
soft close. Swan Systems supply
house builders with doors, track and interiors as well as matching
bedroom furniture. Create a set of sliding wardrobe doors unique for
your project, very competitive prices. Stand out from your
competition; offer something stylish your customers expect.

VBH has added the Glazpart Link-Vent to its
selection of ventilators. Available in two sizes,
2500EQA and 5000EQA, the vent meets the
requirements of Building Regulations
Approved Document F1, and delivers similar
performance to that of much larger vents,
meaning more air throughput per mm. The
design of Link-Vent’s internal opening flap allows the flap to be positioned
to reduce draughts by directing air away from the occupants without reducing
the air flow. Link-Vent is available in Screw fix or Clip fix variants. As well as
the industry-standard white, brown, tan and black colours, it can also be
supplied in five printed or foiled wood grain finishes and a host of colours.

01329 843636

01634 263300

www.swansystems.co.uk

respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk
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www.vbhgb.com
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Blade

   

BLADE.
THOUGHT YOU KNEW
WINDOW LOCKS?
THINK AGAIN.
More entrance door for your money:
Hörmann’s ThermoPro Plus
ō2QO\IURP+ùUPDQQWULSOHWKHUPDOLQVXODWLRQJOD]LQJ

ZLWKVDIHW\JODVVRQWKHLQVLGHDQGRXWVLGHDVVWDQGDUG

ōSRLQWVHFXULW\ORFNZLWKVDIHW\VWULSRQWKHKLQJHVLGH
ō(VSHFLDOO\KLJKWKHUPDOLQVXODWLRQ
UDYDOXHRIXSWRb: Pšŏ.

Blade’s patented, precision-engineered,
rotating window locking mechanism eliminates
wear and cam clash, is maintenance friendly
and meets the requirements of Lifetime Homes.

UD value
up to

0.81
W/(m²·K)

www.hormann.co.uk

ref: HBD

For the full story on the difference Blade can make to
your business, or to request your FREE sample,
visit www.yaleblade.co.uk

An ASSA ABLOY Group brand

Enq. 318
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Kloeber is recognised as a
market leading specialist in
timber and aluminium folding
sliding doors and bespoke
glazing solutions in timber,
aluminium, composite and
uPVC. Offering a complete
package of glazing solutions
including folding sliding doors,
sliding doors, windows, French
and single doors, fixed frame
glazing and roof lights, Kloeber
is a one stop shop for the housebuilder and home renovator. It
offers a tailor-made service from
inception to completing, including survey and fitting service if
required. Visit one of Kloeber’s
extensive showrooms, call or
visit the website to discuss your
individual project.

The Glazing Vision fixed
Flushglaze rooflight is the only
glass rooflight to achieve
accreditation by the BBA. It has
been independently tested for
strength and stability, durability,
condensation risk, light and
solar transmittance, behaviour
during a fire, water resistance
and thermal performance. You
can view Glazing Vision’s range
of precision engineered, fixed,
hinged and sliding rooflights
available to buy online. Flood
your building with natural
daylight, create ventilation,
open up your roof for real wow
factor or even install walk on
glass with contemporary,
independently tested designs
starting at £599.

© simon maxwell photography
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Master hinge maker Cooke
Brothers has introduced a new
cover plated option to the 7700
series of 304 and 316 grade
stainless steel, fully concealed
bearing, high performance
architectural hinges. The
stainless steel cover plate has
been specifically designed to
enhance the overall aesthetical
appearance of the doorset, while
improving the hygienic impact
of the hinge by acting as an
effective barrier against the
potential build up of dust and
dirt. The highly specified 7700
range of fully concealed bearing
hinges are CE marked, Certifire
approved, tested to BS EN
1935, grade 14 and come with a
25 year guarantee.

Made For Trade offer a market
leading conservatory roof
system at the lowest price,
passing on substantial savings to
the customer. This is achieved
by the lean and efficient nature
of the company. The company
attributes its unprecedented
success to having the right
product at the best price,
teamed with excellent customer
support and quick turnaround
times. A high demand due to
this has led to rapid growth of
Made For Trade, with the
company expanding its factory
space dramatically. With three
new graduates joining the team
to deal with growing demand,
the company’s expansion is
expected to continue.

Enq. 322

Enq. 323

The original Flushglaze®
URRÀLJKW

Courtyard House, London
Design Cubed Architects

01379 658300
sales@glazingvision.co.uk
www.glazingvision.co.uk
Enq. 320
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Freefoam introduce new colours
Freefoam, a leading manufacturer of a wide range of innovative
products for the building industry has announced the addition of two
new colours to its foiled range, Anthracite Grey and Cream. Freefoam
has introduced window trims and accessories in these matching shades.
Manufactured to last using marketing leading Renolit Exofol MX foil,
it features built in UV protection and reduced heat absorption, reducing temperature and expansion. Available in 40mm, 65mm and 90mm
architrave, 15mm and 19mm quadrants and cloaking fillet, these new
colour options will offer suppliers and installers the opportunity to
capitalise on opportunities in a growing market. These additions to its
range underlines Freefoam’s position as the colour specialist. In addition to foiled products, it manufactures a leading range of co-extruded
fascia, soffit and trims in 10 colours using its patented ColormaxTM
technology. Featuring built in colourfastness, colour variety, and
reliable colour matching, all with a 10 year guarantee, the range offers
choice to architects, specifiers, property developers and homeowners.

Don't miss that sale on PRICE!
Try a Price Comparison - SAVE £££s

• Very quick turnaround
• 25m m and 35mm poly
• A ll rafter cappings scribed and
pre-cut - ready to fit
• A ll roofs checked sleaved and
bubble- wrapped for safe delivery
• F ree delivery to site
• White, Oak, Rosewood, and
Mahogany Artisan Colours

01604 591110
www.freefoam.com/trade/brochures-and-tech-info
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£571

£1113
Blue Active

£627

£980

Log online to view our new EZI Consevatory Roof Quote System

MARKET LEADING
ROOF SYSTEM

Enq. 322
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LIGHT

SPACE

STYLE

H i g h Q u a l i t y F o l d i n g S l i d i n g D o o r s x B r i t i s h , G e r m a n & B e l g i u m D e s i g n x A Fa n t a s t i c
Va r i e t y O f F i n i s h e s & C o l o u r s x Vi r t u a l l y m a i n t e n a n c e f re e x S t a t e - o f - t h e a r t s e c u r i t y
f e a t u re s x F u l l f i t t i n g ava i l a b l e x F re e s u r vey & d e s i g n a d v i c e

U n i t 2 6 / 3 S i l i c o n B u s i n e s s C e n t re x 2 6 Wa d s wo r t h R o a d
P e r i va l e , G re e n f o rd M i d d l e s ex U B 6 7 J Z

Te l : 0 2 0 8 9 9 7 2 4 4 8 Fa x : 0 2 0 8 9 9 7 0 6 1 1
www.1stfoldingslidingdoors.co.uk / foldingslidingdoors@btinternet. com
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Selecta Systems Ready-2-Fit
Range of Composite Doors is
one of the most comprehensive
ranges available on the market.
Dubbed as ‘affordable luxury
composite doors’, quality is
certainly not compromised as
they remain competitively
priced within the market. Both
The Richmond Collection and
World of Choice brochures
offer an unlimited palette of
colours, modern slab and glass
designs with quality hardware
from Fab & Fix, ERA and
Fullex to name a few, thus giving
you greater opportunities to sell
to your customer. Contact the
Selecta Systems Ready-2-Fit
team or visit the website for
more information.

If you are looking to replace old
steel windows, Duration’s
Royale range of steel replacement windows provide a cost
effective alternative to
traditional steel windows. Made
from slim line aluminium, it
replicates the slimness of steel
with the benefits of modern
high-security locking, high
specification double glazed
units and the latest thermal
break technology. It has a wide
range of high quality furniture,
finished in long lasting polyester
powder coat colours and
available generally in three to
four weeks from order. All
windows are at a much reduced
cost compared to traditional
steel windows.

Enq. 332

Enq. 331

DEVELOPED AND BUILT TO ENDURE
TYPICAL BRITISH WEATHER

THE STORMPROOF
SIDE AND TOP
HUNG CASEMENT
TIMBER RANGE
The range offers a tried and tested cost-effective
window solution. Versatile in both style and
appearance suitable for most developments
requiring high quality timber windows.

Bespoke glazing solutions
in timber aluminium & composite

The range can be supplied with a
WER ‘A’ Rating for energy efficiency
and A+ Rating from the BRE Green
Guide for environmental performance.

Kloeber’s advanced glazing solutions are available in bespoke or set sizes,
with exceptional insulating values, multi-point locking and low maintenance
finishes. View our website for further details of our extensive product range.
folding sliding doors
sliding doors
french doors
single doors

01487 740044

windows
shaped glazed screens
entrance doors
roof lights

info@kloeber.co.uk

Kloeber’s
timber
bifold
doors and FunkyFront
entrance doors are
Secured by Design.

01469 535301
or you can download the brochure at:

www.howarth-timber.co.uk

www.kloeber.co.uk
Enq. 325
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For all enquiries please call:

Enq. 326

doors, windows & conservatories supplement 37

New full height soffit option
A full height soffit is now available as an
internal design option for Synseal’s bestselling hybrid orangery, Global Summer,
in depths of 300mm and 450mm. The
new full height soffit solution delivers
the substantial ‘built’ feel that many
homeowners are looking for and is available on Edwardian-style orangeries and conservatories across a range of
designed roof pitches varying from 15º to 35º. Installed on a raised line
Global Summer with a standard roof pitch of 25º, the full height soffits
will measure 300mm depth and 422mm height up to the rafters, or
450mm depth and 492mm height if the larger model is selected.
01623 443200

www.synseal.com

Enq. 327

Imago Lift & Slide fills gap in market
Imago Lift & Slide, the slimmest
timber frame lift and slide door hardware system in the market, is now
available from AGB. The trend for
homes with open spaces that let in
light, give great views and allow easy
access is here to stay. Imago’s superslim design fills a real gap in the
market for companies wanting to offer customers maximum glass area
and minimum frame width. The new Imago Lift & Slide timber door
system means companies can manufacture a frame visible thickness of
just 2cm. Imago is a concept with Italian style at its core.
01279 812958

www.chooseimago.co.uk
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Comar specified for new apartments
Comar Architectural Aluminium
Systems; with its approved fabricator
PAGE Group Peterborough Ltd
completed a prestigious new build
waterside residential development,
Q Apartments, at Tanners Wharf,
Bishop Stortford. Comar 5P.i openout and tilt and turn windows, with Comar 7P.i rebated doors were
selected for the apartments with Comar 7P.i AFT commercial doors
for the main entrances. For safety, the Comar 7P.i AFT commercial
doors were fitted with anti-finger trap stiles. For the sleek modern
facade, Comar 6 stick build/step cut curtain walling was specified.
0208 685 9685

www.comar-alu.co.uk
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1,500th door installation rewarded
Nationwide Windows and
Gloucester City Homes (GCH)
recently celebrated the 1,500th door
installation for GCH’s current
improvement programme by
rewarding recipient Mrs Roberts with
a bunch of flowers and a box of
chocolates. Mrs Roberts was as pleased with her new door as she was
with the gifts she received, commenting: “I was really impressed with
the fitters Mark and David, who were extremely polite, very clean and
generally a pleasure to have in my home. To receive flowers and
chocolates as well as my new door was a lovely, unexpected treat.”
01788 569 228

www.nationwidewindows.co.uk
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Hansgrohe expands its Select range

Developer chooses RAK Ceramics

Hansgrohe introduces new additions to its
Select range including the ShowerSelect
thermostat with integrated shower support;
ShowerSelect S concealed thermostats in a
new round design; and new ShowerSelect
manual mixers to complement the existing
thermostatic options and meet the widest range of installation needs.
The innovative Select collection from Hansgrohe includes Raindance
Select hand showers, overhead showers and showerpipes with
ShowerSelect and ShowerTablet thermostatic bath/shower controls all
with a simple push button ‘select’ operation. Intuitive and enjoyable to
use for all ages, there are no complex electronics.

UK property developer Weston Homes Plc
has selected RAK as its ceramic supply
partner. Chosen for its quality, design choice
and competitive price point, RAK’s range will
be specified at all new Weston Homes’
developments. Current projects include
Markyate, Napsbury and Hornchurch, where
tiles from RAK’s Lounge Collection have
been installed throughout bathrooms and
en-suites, on walls and floors. Weston Homes
CEO Bob Weston commented: “We reviewed around 350
international suppliers before we chose RAK as our supply partner.”

01372 465655

01730 237850

www.hansgrohe.co.uk
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www.rakceramics.co.uk
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Lakes Bathrooms launch mirrored enclosures
Lakes Bathrooms has launched an extensive new range of mirrored shower enclosures, doors and bath panels.
The mirrored option is now available on 15 of the products across the company’s Classic Collection and its
8mm Coastline Collection. Uniquely, the mirrored effect is available not only on complete panels, but also as
an inset panel, which creates a whole new look for the bathroom. Lakes Bathrooms’ mirrored products help to
visually expand any room by reflecting light and creating the illusion of space. They also provide privacy for
the shower user; while it lets light through, it effectively obscures the user. Introducing the new mirrored
elements, sales and marketing director, Clive Organ, enthused: “Our new mirrored treatment is an optional
effect that is widely available across our product ranges. With numerous practical benefits and contemporary
style appeal, we expect this exciting new option to be in significant demand.” The optional approach means
that designers and consumers can configure to their own preferences, with choice of side panels, shower doors
and bath screens. Prices for the mirrored doors, panels and screens from Lakes Bathrooms start at £246 plus
VAT. For a brochure detailing all the mirrored products, or more information visit the company’s website.
01684 853870

www.lakesbathrooms.co.uk/products
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get your bathroom trade account

TRADE
ACCOUNT

Autograph toilet
& cistern
exc. toilet seat

retail price £89

TRADE price

66

£

SIGN UP TOD

.75

AY!

for TRADE ONLY PRICES

Matrix basin mixer
retail price £39

TRADE price

29

£

.25

Boston eco
shower bath LH
inc. shower screen & towel rail

retail price £279.99

TRADE price

209

£

.99

Sienna 55
basin & unit
retail price £99

TRADE price

74

£

.25

apply @ VICTORIAPLUMB.COM/trade or call 0844 804 48 54
NEXT DAY DELIVERY available with £20 off for trade
*

Trade account subject to status. Prices shown with 10% trade discount excluding VAT. Please note prices shown on the Victoria Plumb trade website are inclusive of VAT. VAT will be taken up front and is the trade account holders responsibility to claim back. *£20 off delivery applies to 2 man delivery service only
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New Expressions shower tray range

Toolstation’s biggest ever catalogue

One of the UK’s leading shower
tray manufacturers, MX Group’s
‘Expressions’ range has been
designed to provide the
maximum showering area,
incorporating a discreet, hidden
waste system, yet the trays drain via a standard shower waste. The level
waste design incorporates a standard waste outlet and allows easy
access to clean, maintain and service without the need for an expensive
gully waste system. The new range features an acrylic ABS finish, and
weighs in at 40 per cent lighter than a high wall stone resin shower tray.
Contact MX Group directly or visit the website to find out more.

Toolstation’s new catalogue 56 is the biggest ever,
with 460 pages of great trade prices and special
offers. These include the top selling MK 17th
edition 10 way dual RCD consumer unit, featuring
10 MCBs and flexible busbar configuration at only
£59.98; and a Milwaukee kit, with 12V combi drill,
jobsite radio, 30 piece accessory set, charger and two
high power 3.0Ah lithium batteries at only £199.97
while stocks last. New brands include Fern Howard quality lighting
and Gorilla glues and adhesive tapes. Pick up the latest catalogue from
one of Toolstation’s 160+ sales counters across the UK, order on
freephone 0808 100 7211, ‘mobile friendly’ 0330 333 3303, or at
www.toolstation.com
Enq. 139

01684 293311

www.mx-group.com
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Ancon extends award-winning range

New Snickers Workwear catalogue

Masonry fixings specialist Ancon is continuing
to lead the market in low thermal conductivity
wall ties, with an extension to its award-winning
TeploTie range that sees it now suitable for
surface fixing to an in-situ masonry leaf or
structural frame. The new Teplo-L-Tie comprises a pultruded basalt fibre body set in a resin matrix. This material,
with its thermal conductivity of just 0.7W/mK, minimises heat loss
across an insulated wall cavity which is an essential consideration in
low energy construction. The launch of the new Teplo-L-Tie coincides
with further developments in the standard TeploTie range which is
now available for an even greater range of cavity widths up to 450mm.

The latest full colour brochure from Snickers is
now available free to discerning professional
tradesmen and women, in print or as a digital
edition. It features the world’s leading range of
working clothes, one that works hard on site all
year round for you, whatever the working
environment or weather condition. Whatever
trade you’re in, there’s something for you in the
Snickers range – work trousers, work jackets,
tool vests shirts, underwear, hi-vis, painters,
flame retardant, accessories and tool carriers. Snickers design the right
kind of working clothes to keep you working comfortably in the cold
and wet weather.
Enq. 141

0114 275 5224

www.ancon.co.uk
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The Queen’s Speech:
5p for a plastic bag –
but what price for
sustainable housing?

F

an manufacturer Elta Fans has expressed
concern over the potential watering down
of the government’s commitment to the
building of sustainable housing following the
Queen’s Speech delivered on 4 June.
Most headlines this year focus on proposals to
bring in charges to limit the use of plastic carrier
bags. However, detailed changes to the coalition’s
proposed Infrastructure Bill show the government in a less eco-friendly light.
While many specialists view minimising the
environmental impact of UK housing crucial to
lowering carbon emissions and reducing growing
energy bills, legislation within the bill is now
likely to introduce ‘allowable solutions’. This is
despite such an amendment backtracking on
the government's pledge to make all new homes
‘zero-carbon’ by 2016.

Alan Macklin, technical director of the Elta
Group, says: “We recognise the importance of
providing market conditions in which UK house
builders can address the housing shortage in this
country. However, we believe it should not be at
the expense of a genuine commitment to a more
sustainable approach to housing.”
Within larger housing projects, the government is now arguing that it is not always
technically viable for builders to mitigate all
emissions on-site. Builders will be allowed to fit
homes up to Level 4 of the new Code for
Sustainable Homes rather than Level 5 – the
accepted standard for zero-carbon homes.
Elta Fans remain committed to the sustainability of the environment. Specialising in the design
and manufacture of ventilation equipment,
Elta Fans engineers are working on a residential

range of fans that combine minimum energy
consumption, maximum efficiency and minimal
environmental impact. In the BRE (Building
Research Establishment) tests, the MORI dMEV
unit, one of several new products, outperformed
everything on the market. Alan Macklin continues: “Ventilation systems have a vital role to play
in ensuring effective indoor air quality. But,
performance is also about operating costs and
energy efficiency as we seek a more sustainable
approach to the built environment.”
For more information on Elta Fans,
visit www.eltafans.co.uk or call
01384 275800
Enq. 144

Snickers work gloves – on the dot

Bespoke solution for coastal house

Famed for its innovation in working clothes
for nearly 40 years, Snickers has won yet
another international product design award.
The Red Dot Design Award is considered to
be one of the world’s most prestigious product
accolades, renowned as a symbol of innovation
and quality. Three styles from Snickers’ new
work gloves range have been awarded Red
Dots – the Specialised Tool, Specialised Impact and Power Grip gloves
received the awards for excellence in functionality and design. Buying
Snickers work gloves is unique because you can buy them individually
if you need to – which helps when one eventually wears out. You can
also mix and match them to suit the way you work.
Enq. 145

The Pavilion at Coldingham Bay in the
Scottish Borders is making waves as a
modern, sustainable property that
seamlessly fits into the surrounding landscape. Hunter Douglas has created a solid
wood linear open ceiling for The Pavilion
in Western Red Cedar, chosen for both
its aesthetic qualities and longevity. The wood has been fire treated and
is suitable for internal and external applications. Internally the wood is
interspaced with a black non-woven felt to provide some acoustic
absorption. Externally Hunter Douglas employed a powder coated
black metal infill for durability and to prevent damage from wildlife.

NEWS BYTES

01604 766251

www.hunterdouglas.co.uk
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Kawneer helps Halo reach heights

Visit www.hbdonline.co.uk and enter the reference number for
more information

Mobilane launches live picture
to meet demands for interior
living walls...

Knauf metal sections simplify
installing ceilings and partitions...

A mixture of modular and traditional
curtain walling from leading architectural
aluminium systems supplier Kawneer
features on one of the tallest residential
buildings in London. Kawneer’s AA®201
unitised or modular/off-site curtain walling
has been used on the fourth to 43rd storeys
of the award-winning landmark Stratford
Halo tower at 150 High Street, Stratford,
while the traditional stick-system AA®110 mullion-drained curtain
walling with 65mm sightlines features on the ground to third levels.
Kawneer worked closely with the architect and main contractor.

Ref: 44444

Ref: 77777

01928 502500

DWP Housing Partnership –
going green...

Armstrong Ceilings goes
greener still...

Ref: 24680

Ref: 55555

Planning permission granted
for Archway Tower re-clad...

Swish Building Products reduces
carbon footprint for fifth
consecutive year...

Ref: 33333

Ref: 66666

© Benedict Luxmoore Ltd

www.kawneer.co.uk
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Bee & bug biome storms to success
Nature specialist Wildlife World has been
awarded the European Consumers Choice
Award 2014 for its Bee & Bug Biome product
due to its easy-to-use design and insect friendly
qualities. The Bee & Bug Biome provides a
habitat for solitary bees, ladybirds and other
beneficial lacewing insects and was scored an
impressive 9.1 by the independent users that
form the European Consumer Awards judging panel. In a strong commitment to ensure the highest environmental standards are achieved,
all wood used in manufacturing is FSC approved, and all paints, stains
and sealants are water based to eliminate chemical exposure to the
wildlife. Recycled materials replaced plastics and metals.
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Evolution structural warranties
Can Evolution help with your
structural warranties? Evolution
Insurance Solutions Ltd is one of
the UK’s a leading brokers in the
10-year structural warranty market. If you are undertaking a
development project in the near
future you will require a mortgage compliant warranty. Evolution is
a specialist in this market and will source the right product at competitive rates for your project. The company is an insurance broker
authorised and regulated in the UK by the Financial Conduct
Authority under FCA number 472438.
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01799 512 031

www.buildingwarranties.com
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Bringing it
all together

Delivering all the
elements of
smarter residential
development finance.

WE NDERSTAND

Call us today on 020 7190 5555

Asset, Bridging and Development Finance
This information is strictly for the use of professional intermediaries only.

www.utbank.co.uk
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Protect yourself and
your employees on-site
Gary Trotter, general manager at security solutions company Hadrian Technology,
offers advice on how housebuilders and developers can cut back on annual losses
caused by fraud, abuse, misconduct, vandalism, theft and waste on-site

C

CTV systems can be used to help construction companies, large and small,
prevent financial losses and increase onsite efficiency by using correctly designed security
systems and cameras.
If there’s an accident or problem on-site, site
managers will often have the job of trawling
through CCTV footage, which takes up valuable
time and is no longer necessary with the technology available. Worse, if the footage has been
supplied by a neighbouring system, it won’t
always include accurate enough pictures for
evidence – that’s if it has captured what is needed
at all.
With the introduction of IP video analytics,
CCTV cameras can be set to focus on a particular area of a site, warehouse, office or any other
area in which accidents can occur. These CCTV
systems can also be programmed to include
no-go zones so fields of vision are password protected, which eliminates concerns of privacy in
an area.

“Companies lose
thousands each year –
in some cases millions –
to compensation claims
which could be defended
if CCTV had been
installed and used
effectively”

Installers also have the ability to set up cameras
so movement sensors flag up unusual activity in
an area. Repetitive actions are pre-programmed,
e.g. a crane in motion or a fork lift on a specific
route will be ignored as part of the daily routine,
while falling material would trigger an alert.
Alternatively, cameras can incorporate motion
tracking and lock onto a particular object like a
delivery lorry or intruder.
Specialist CCTV installers can help building
companies understand the different CCTV systems out there and advise them on the wide range
of cameras, set-ups and features which might
work for them. The correct CCTV system will
make a site more efficient, and to find the right
set-up the design needs to be thought through
carefully and discussed with a team of professionals before plans and costs are drawn up. ‘Work
smart, not hard’ applies to CCTV and there are
clever tools which mean CCTV can be used in
many different ways. It doesn’t have to be difficult

and can help save thousands in the long run.
With a rise in ‘claim culture’ in the UK, and
the ever-growing number of personal injury
claim specialists being advertised, pursuing a
compensation claim is becoming more popular
following accidents. Companies lose thousands
each year – in some cases millions – to compensation claims which could be defended if CCTV
had been installed and used effectively.
The quality and complexity of new CCTV
systems mean businesses can prevent huge losses
if they opt for the right set up. The quality of
footage varies, but there are now CCTV cameras
that offer a picture that is clearer than Sky HD,
and more powerful still, football stadiums use
cameras which can zoom in on a crowd of people
and identify individual faces and expressions.
There is a system for everyone no matter what
budget or purpose.
Finding an installer that designs bespoke,
quality systems, mean companies can also link
Continued overleaf...
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problem areas to a remote monitoring device so
that a site manager can keep an eye on the
progress, or activity in a certain area, wherever he
happens to be. This is particularly useful on
larger projects. The remote monitoring device
(mobile phone, laptop or tablet) can bring up
footage from specific dates and times like a centralised system so any progress issues or accidents
can be dealt with swiftly and correctly. This technology means false claims, which are often hard
for businesses to disprove and subsequently result
in large pay-outs to claimants, can be defended
with clear evidence.
Other issues building sites might face, along
with accident claims, are accusations of abuse and
misconduct. Such accusations can often lead to
wrongful dismissal or victims not being taken
seriously. The presence of CCTV in the workplace means that such cases are less likely to
happen, and if they do, the victim has evidence to
prove their claim, protecting both the employer
and employee in the process.
Advanced CCTV systems can vary in cost, but
installing the right system and teaching staff how
to operate it efficiently and effectively means,
more often than not, the system pays for itself
with the savings made due to fewer insurance
payouts, court cases and job losses.
Installers who provide trial systems mean
housebuilders or developers can ‘try before they

buy’ and see how quickly and easily a CCTV
system can be designed and installed on a specific
site. Many installers provide a maintenance service, which means that any problems will be
repaired before they impact on the systems put
in place. Trial systems also give companies the
chance to test the quality of CCTV out there,

how it works and how useful it can be when
managing loss prevention.
The use of CCTV serves as a visible reminder
to everyone on a building site that there are
heightened security measures in an area and is
also a timely reminder for people to be prudent
about their own security precautions.
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Business to business...
Business to consumer...
Individual to individual...
Everybody needs a little help sometimes!
If you are looking for a fresh approach
to warranty provision with a provider that’s
approved by lenders and backed by an A rated
insurer then look no further....
Thornbury Credit Services recognise that debt recovery is probably
the least enjoyed aspect of any business or company, mainly because
most individuals have little knowledge or training in good collection
practice. We offer a “No Win, No Fee” debt recovery service.
We also offer alternative debt solutions to assist with your long-term
cashflow management. We can provide you with an outsourced credit
control function to enable you to refocus your attention to the main
core of your business. Maybe you're with a factoring company but
would like a review of your current arrangement, maybe you'd like to
discuss Confidential Invoice Discounting, or maybe a hands on credit
control package would suit you better. If you have a cash flow issue
we will have a solution!

For more information
Call the Build-Zone team

on 0845 230 9873
Build-Zone is a trading style of Sennocke International Insurance Services Limited who is authorised
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

01443 224407
info@thornburycollections.co.uk
www.thornburycollections.co.uk
Runners up in the 2013

www.build-zone.com

South Wales Business of the Year
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DESIGNED AND
BUILT TO LAST
A LIFETIME

With stoves to suit every lifestyle and setting, we make it easy to put a warm glow at the heart of the home. You may already know
the names Villager, Aarrow and Stratford. They have been popular stoves for many years, and now they are united by the Arada badge.
For reliability and service you can trust, contact us today on 01297 35700

aradastoves.com
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Gerflor invests in UK expansion

G

lobal vinyl flooring manufacturer,
Gerflor, with over 2,500 employees
world-wide, a €581 million turnover
and a presence in more than 100 countries, is
expanding its UK operation by investing in
people, products, services and a long-term business strategy to drive all areas of its business
forward and meet growing demand for designled, flooring solutions in the UK.
Founded nearly eight decades ago and headquartered in Villeurbanne, Cedex, France, Gerflor
is a recognised force in the flooring industry and
is dedicated to the development of sustainable
flooring innovations for housing, contract, sports,
transport and residential markets. With R&D
laboratories in France and Germany, the group is
renowned for pioneering new technologies and
world-class vinyl and linoleum brands, which are
manufactured using environmentally-friendly
raw materials and processes at its ISO certified
production sites.
In stepping up its UK operation, Gerflor will
hold 30 per cent more stock across all its key
ranges to better service customers. This represents one of the largest stocks held by a nonUK vinyl flooring manufacturer and includes
dedicated new products for housing.

However, critical to Gerflor’s expansion plans
is the creation of new UK jobs. “Our most valuable resource is our people who are an essential
asset,” said John Hardaker, sales and marketing
manager, Gerflor Limited. “We have therefore
added new positions to kick-start new initiatives
and support customers including housebuilders.”
Gerflor’s housing team has therefore been
strengthened by two dedicated managers to specialise in private and public sector housing. It is
also investing in new flooring innovations for the
differing requirements of the housing sector.
For example, Gerflor has updated its leading
≥36/R10 slip resistant, residential vinyl flooring
brands: Agrippa, a 19db acoustic flooring, and
Griptex, a Gerflor Fibre Technology (GFT)
backed, loose-lay flooring, which fast-tracks
installation. New ready-to-install Texline is also
a GFT range that showcases the latest decorative
trends in combination with advanced installation and performance technology. One of the
most comprehensive residential product portfolios for housing, Gerflor’s complete offering
includes luxury vinyl tile and plank floorings,
revolutionary click and lock system floorings,
self-adhesive products and other sheet vinyl
flooring innovations.

Contact Gerflor today on 01926 622600,
email contractuk@gerflor.com or visit
the website www.gerflor.co.uk
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Fireplace and stove insulation solution
Housebuilder & Developer

LAUNCH ALL NEW
WEBSITE FOR 2014

At the 2014 Hearth and Home exhibition
visitors were given the opportunity to see
the new PROMAFOUR® system launched
by Promat UK’s High Performance
Insulation division. The company used the
exhibition to unveil this solution for
cassette and inset-type fireplaces. The PROMAFOUR system includes
various components such as the calcium silicate and cement-based
insulation boards, plus joint filler, glue, fixing studs and primer. These
components can be combined to create casings against brick or timber
walls, and even around free-standing stoves, making it ideal for both
new-build and refurbishment projects.
01344 381350

www.promat.co.uk
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Glance offers a fascinating vision
of firelight...

Success from the UK’s largest
flooring contractor...

Ref: 88888

Ref: 43567

Small is beautiful with the
Paxfocus fire...

Look down – how comforting is
that flooring?...

Ref: 88889

Ref: 87658

Innovation, fire and technology,
here comes CEDIA Expo 2014!...

New carpet range is top of
the class...

Ref: 54689

Ref: 12348
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a total solution for architectural glazing
TILES MOSAIC STONE

DWULXPV
IDFDGHV
FDQRSLHV
SDUWLWLRQV

URRIOLJKWV
EDOXVWUDGH
FRQVHUYDWRULHV
ZDONRQIORRUV

VKXIIOHJOD]LQJ
IUDPHGJOD]LQJ
VWUXFWXUDOJOD]LQJ
IUDPHOHVVJOD]LQJ

Tel: 01842 816080
VDOHV#JOD]LQJLQQRYDWLRQVFRXN
ZZZJOD]LQJLQQRYDWLRQVFRXN
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www.coregravel.co.uk
0800 118 2278


a
COREgravel creates



naturally porous
stabilising
 which


 
base into
gravel
sits


and STAYS!
No sinking,
no

 movement,


no problem!

It’s easy to lay, inexpensive

  effective.


and very,
very



KEEP GRAVEL
IN

 ITS
 PLACE

COREglow

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Suitable for homes without access to mains drainage
Discreet solution to on-site sewage treatment
10 models in the range with a capacity up to 50pe
CE Marked and EN 12566-3 Certiﬁed
Uses the extended aeration method to treat sewage
96% eﬃciency allows a typical 3-5 year emptying interval
Visually unobtrusive and odourless
25 year warranty on GRP & 2 year warranty on the air pump
Deal direct with the 6,Manufacturer



COREpath

0 www.webuildit-ltd.co.uk
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Need to take the heat
out of planning
Ecodan air source heat pumps
legislation?
provide a proven, energy efficient way
of heating UK homes all year round.

Recognised as a renewable technology, Ecodan
can achieve level 4 of The Code for Sustainable
Homes and even higher when used in conjunction
with other improvements.
To find out how Ecodan can help you realise your
environmental, legal and economic targets:

Call 01707 278666
email heating@meuk.mee.com
or visit heating.mitsubishielectric.co.uk

For information on attending one of our free Ecodan Seminars please contact us at heating@meuk.mee.com
Enq. 164
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The renewables
market – the
latest state of
play in the UK
Adrian Wright – CEO of renewable energy
specialist Happy Energy looks at the key
solutions supplied through renewables, the
opportunities they present and the practicalities
and benefits of building renewables into the
fabric of any development

W

ith the UK legally committed to
meeting 15 per cent of its energy
usage by 2020 from renewables as
part of the wider EU commitment of sourcing 20
per cent of all energy from renewable measures
and the government’s Code for Sustainable
Homes which in 2006 set a target for all new
homes to be Zero Carbon by 2016, the renewables sector has an increasingly important role to
play within the UK’s built environment.
Globally, the built environment accounts for
40-50 per cent of natural resources use, 20 per
cent of water use, 30-40 per cent of energy use
and around a third of CO2 emissions.
As an island, our over reliance as a nation on
fossil fuels over the past 300 years has meant
that – compared to many of our Northern
European neighbours – we closed ourselves off to
the possibilities that energy efficiency and renewable energy offered us and as a result have lagged
behind our neighbours.
Despite a shaky start with the government
looking to artificially pump prime the renewables
market with its over generous Feed in Tariffs
(FiT) for Solar PV, which created the Solar Gold
rush, flooding the market with thousands of
companies which sprung up seemingly overnight looking to jump on the financial benefits
the FiT levels offered, renewable technologies are
developing and solutions for the domestic market
are increasing.
And while the targets still exist, there seems to

“Renewable incentives
have been created for
wider measures such
as biomass boilers and
ground source heat
pumps for community
heating projects”
be a broader and longer term look at the benefits
that renewables offer us here in the UK.
To increase uptake, renewable incentives have
been created for wider measures such as biomass
boilers and ground source heat pumps for
community heating projects to actively encourage developers and housebuilders – largely
through community heating projects on new
developments – to build renewables firmly into
their plans and projects.

“So when it comes
to renewables what
should you be looking
at and what are the
environmental and
financial incentives
of doing so?”
But with this growth in the market has also
come some confusion as different governmentled initiatives – the Green Deal, Energy
Company Obligation (ECO), Renewable Heat
Incentive (RHI) to name but a few – have been
publicised, some to greater degrees than others,
leaving those wanting to look more closely at
renewables sometimes scratching their head over
what initiative offers and covers what.
So when it comes to renewables what should
you be looking at and what are the environmental
and financial incentives of doing so? The key
measures for housebuilders and developers to
really consider currently include:

Biomass boilers
Particularly beneficial for those areas not serviced
by mains gas, which have traditionally had to rely
on LPG or oil, a biomass boiler system should be
looked at when planning new developments.
Burning either wood chips or wood pellets, biomass boilers are extremely efficient with low or
zero carbon emissions if the CO2 absorbed by
the tree is taken into account.
When correctly designed, biomass boilers can
run for several months before the fuel store needs
replenishing or the ash cleaning out.
Supported through the Renewable Heat
Incentive (RHI), biomass is an excellent solution
for community or larger scale heating systems –
which can be classified when as few as two
homes are heated right through to large scale
developments which would come under the nondomestic biomass category.
Given the level of energy used by larger scale
community heating systems which will be housed
in their own containerised unit on the development, the RHI tariffs surrounding non-domestic
biomass provide excellent returns and are paid
over 20 years. Cutting fuel bills – particularly for
off mains gas developments – it makes developments much more energy efficient and cheaper
Continued on page 51...
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“Some companies
are now starting to
offer free biomass
boiler systems where
everything including
maintenance is
provided free of charge
over the 20 year lifetime,
all that is required is
the purchase of the
wood pellets, with the
company that supplied
the free biomass
boiler receiving the
RHI tariff”

to run for the property owners.
For those wanting to pay for and install a
non-domestic biomass boiler system, an initial
investment of £150,000 can offer a 20-year return
of upwards of £500,000 for a 200Kw boiler.
With a community heating system run by biomass, individual properties can be fitted with
digital heat metres and pre-payment heat metres,
which can be connected up to social pay points.

Tapping into the
benefits of biomass
without facing the
capital expenditure
For those not wanting to purchase the biomass
boiler system outright but who are keen to benefit from having one installed, some companies
are now starting to offer free biomass boiler systems where everything including maintenance is
provided free of charge over the 20 year lifetime,
all that is required is the purchase of the wood
pellets, with the company that supplied the free
biomass boiler receiving the RHI tariff.

Ground source
heat pumps
Suitable for single properties or multiple developments, ground source heat pump systems
harness natural heat from the ground by pumping water through it. The heat pump then
increases the temperature, and the heat is used to
provide home heating or hot water.
The pump needs electricity to run, but the
idea is that it uses less electrical energy than the
heat it produces.
The heat pump performs the same role as a
boiler does in a central heating system, but it uses

ambient heat from the ground rather than burning fuel to generate heat.
Community ground source heat pumps are
particularly suited to new build developments,
given the trenches that need to be dug into
the ground to house the subterranean piping
which needs to be laid to service each property.
Ground source heat pumps are also eligible for
the RHI funding.
Renewable energy is playing an increasingly
important role in the UK’s built environment –
select the right range and you will not only enjoy
the environmental benefits but tap into the
financial incentives that the market can offer.
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Johnson & Starley Aquair HIU’s

The best investment on the market

Perth and Kinross District Council has a
district heating scheme serving the Lickley,
Milne and Market Court tower blocks. It was
recognised that the existing water-to-air heating
interface units contained within each flat were
approaching the end of their useful lifespan.
After discussions with Johnson & Starley,
it was decided that the company’s Aquair
10KW water-to-air heating interface units
(HIUs) were the ideal replacement choice for
the district heating scheme. Aquair HIU’s are
water-to-air heat exchange units, available in
10, 16 and 20KWversions and require an 80°C hot water supply.

Natural Energy Company, Euroheat, has
calculated that homeowners investing
£35,000 in a domestic RHI biomass
installation could see them potentially
clock-up a return on investment of
£57,645 over a seven year period plus an
expected on-going reduction in fuel
savings, and a boiler that will last two
decades. While some homeowners are keen to ‘go green’, many more
will be convinced by the investment potential of biomass – these
figures pack a powerful punch and for the right property, are an
opportunity too good to ignore.
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01885 491100

www.euroheat.co.uk
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Evinox launch app for billing customers
Evinox is delighted to announce the launch of the Evinox Residential
Billing Web app, for use with smart phones, tablets and other web
enabled devices. Its new Residential Web app allows Evinox billing
customers to login to their account anytime, anywhere with internet
coverage. This enables them to check current energy credit/debit
balance, view latest meter readings, see tariff rate details, payment
history and download documents and user guides. Residents can also
make payments for energy using a credit or debit card with Evinox’s
simple and secure online payment facility or set-up a Direct Debit
using its online sign up form. The Evinox web app is available to
download now, simply visit www.evinoxresidential.co.uk, click on the
web app icon at the bottom of the page and follow the instructions on
screen. The launch of Evinox’s new app coincides with an update to the
Evinox Residents website. The customer login area has been redesigned
and updated to include lots of new functionality.
info@evinox.co.uk

www.evinox.co.uk
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The perfect boiler pipework cover up
Easy to fit pre-formed and pre-finished boiler casings from
Encasement have been chosen to conceal unattractive boiler pipework
in a development of 30 new shared ownership apartments by Axiom
Housing Association in Peterborough. Encasement’s boiler casings
were chosen to not only provide an aesthetic and durable solution to
the installation, but also enable a consistent high quality finish to be
achieved in every apartment. Manufactured from pre-formed plywood
to match the boilers’ exact dimensions of 430mm wide by 200mm
deep and 495mm overall height, each boiler pipework casing is
pre-finished in a white Formica® laminate making them resistant to
damage and easy to wipe clean. As the casings are free standing and
held in place with a mastic sealant, they are easy to remove and re-fit
without damaging them, giving easy access for routine maintenance
and safety inspections.
Enq. 172
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New website aids specification of
renewable heat products
Thermal Integration, whose products are marketed and distributed by
Specflue, has unveiled a new website. www.heatweb.co.uk brings
together and shares Thermal Integration’s 20 years’ experience in the
continual development and improvement of its product range. The
website offers a number of free, customer-friendly online tools which
aim to help specifiers and installers working in the renewable heating
market. Within the products section, ‘Product Selector’ uses a filtering
tool to identify the most appropriate appliances to meet heating and
hot water demands. In addition, the technical area of the site houses
both a ‘Design Tool’, which enables sizing of cylinders and expansion
vessels as well as providing calculators to work out heat loss and water
loads, and ‘System Designer’, which can provide estimates of potential
RHI payments and help in the preparation of quotations and system
designs. Thermal Integration is a recognised industry expert in the
design and manufacture of pre-plumbed hot water and central heating
cylinders, thermal stores and heat interface units to suit almost any
domestic or commercial application.
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Warmup unveils new website
Warmup, the world’s best-selling underfloor heating brand, have today
launched a new design for its website in the UK at www.warmup.co.uk
which offers first class cross device user experience. The new design
accompanies other changes such as upgraded content including blogs,
video, an underfloor heating running cost calculator, example system
purchase cost and a product selector. Andrew Stimpson, the Warmup
CEO said: “Being able to create the best possible user experience was in
the heart of the new website design. The thousands of (homeowners)
who communicate directly with us each week through our (33)
separate websites around the world will especially benefit from the
new tools and content. The fact that we offer hydronic (i.e. water
based) and electric systems gives homeowners the unique advantage
of sourcing everything from one branded supplier with full technical
and research based operational data for each system. A website of this
scale and depth of research sets us apart from the competition and
further enhances the service and experience we offer to all homeowners
around the world through our 20,000 retail and wholesale clients in
56 countries.”
0845 034 8270

www.warmup.co.uk
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Optimmersion

®

Free hot water from your Solar PV system.

UK patent number GB 2 467 433

New Model EC678 88% Efficient, Low .07 CO to atmosphere
Defra
Exempt

Automatic Free Hot Water
Use surplus power from your renewable
system to heat water in your existing
immersion tank.

Thermal mass heat storage
releases heat slowly
throughout the house (not
just the room), no ducting
needed.

Start Saving Money Immediately
The intelligent immersion controller starts
diverting power with as little as 50 Watts
excess generated electricity.

Stores 25% heat 12 hours
after the fire has gone out.
88% efficiency.

Smart Use of your power

One 5kg firebox load of
wood heats house for 12
hours.

Use even more of your available power with
Optiplugs powering appliances when it’s free
to run them.
Optimmersion Simple

Optimmersion Wired

Optimmersion Wireless

Optismart Hot Water

Simple two-man assembly
using a dry-stack modular
method. Stove body made
of pre-cast silicon
British made

Available from:




Further info:
www.energeno.com
sales@energeno.com
0207 193 0755
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Contact us today to learn more about the Ecco stove advantage
Debbie Langley 01527 857814 or sales@landyvent.co.uk
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Grant UK provides total solution

Small is beautiful with the Paxfocus

With any new build, how to heat it
efficiently and effectively is a designer’s
high priority, and Grant UK recently
provided a winning solution in a
fantastic new residence in Grimsby.
A large PV array was installed in the
garden to provide sufficient power to
the property and also take advantage of the government FIT’s (Feed in
Tariff ) incentive. For the heating and hot water a Grant Aerona ASHE
21.5kW heat pump was chosen. This supplied a large buffer tank
which in turn fed the underfloor heating and the hot water cylinder
and was all controlled by a Grant Energy Management System.

Well suited to the smaller room, where a stylish
focal point is still important, Paxfocus from the
Focus range of fires, available in the UK through
Diligence International, is a wall‐mounted fire
that offers a simple yet striking design. Capable
of providing 4.5KW of heat output, Paxfocus
brings with it a compact design, reliability and
adaptability. At its widest point the fire
measures 950mm, but – from the fixing wall – it
projects just 680mm into the room. This subtle and unobtrusive fire is
equipped with a built‐in heat exchanger that passes ambient air from
the room, through channels, emerging as warm air. An adjustable plate
allows the fireplace to be off‐set from the wall.
Enq. 179

01380 736 920

www.grantuk.com
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Heat pump testimonial videos

Warming the inside from the outside

Mitsubishi Electric has launched a
series of testimonial videos which help
convey the benefits of Ecodan renewable heating in the words of the people
using it on a day-to-day basis. The four
videos – part of an on-going series –
feature the views and experience of a
self-builder couple from Gloucestershire; social housing tenants from
the Isle of Wight; the developer of new, executive homes and one of
the homeowners, from Hertfordshire. Graham Temple, marketing
manager for the company’s heating systems said: “We hope these testimonials will help people understand why they should look at Ecodan.”

Savotherm external wall insulation, from Skanda
Acoustics, has recently been installed on a
previously uninsulated home in Bristol. This
quick and easy-to-install system has transformed
a cold terraced house into a warm and welcoming
environment, radically reducing energy costs and
providing a fresh and aesthetically pleasing
exterior finish. Savotherm purpose-made,
laminated insulation boards form the basis of the
proprietary External Wall Insulation (EWI) system. Manufactured in
one square metre sizes, the boards are available in a variety of thicknesses from 50 to 150mm, offering an improved thermal efficiency for
nine inch brick walls from 2.08W/m2K up to 0.24W/m2K. Enq. 181

01707 282880

www.mitsubishielectric.co.uk

P NELAND FURNITURE LTD

–
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01299 271143

Regupol E48 passes muster
CMS Danskin’s Regupol E48 acoustic
under-screed material has been successfully
installed at an exciting Hawk Homes
development in Wrexham. Corunna Court
includes 32 apartments sensitively developed from the Grade II listed army barracks
that used to house the Royal Welsh Fusiliers. Although the Fusiliers
have long since moved on, Regupol E48 would be more than a match
for any number of marching feet. Designed to reduce impact noise
from high loads, Regupol E48 has a maximum load-bearing capacity of
30kN/m2 (3,000kg/m2). The development won the Best Apartment
Project prize at the LABC North Wales Building Excellence Awards.
01925 577711

• 100% solid wood kitchens – no MDF, chipboard or ply
• Dovetail jointed drawers – mortise and tenon joints for carcases
• Free design service, individual, hand drawn plans
• Non-standard sizes, at no extra cost, to suit your kitchens dimensions
• Fully assembled units; no annoying flat-pack assembly
• Straightforward, easy to understand costing: prices include VAT & delivery
• Knotted, primed and painted units are now available
Pineland is a privately owned, family company that has been established
for over 20 years. We believe in listening to our clients, and our hand
drawn plans, reflect our customers desires and opinions. The final design
combines well planned functionality, with elegance and beauty, and our
clients are often surprised how all this can be achieved at such a
reasonable cost.
Visit our website: www.pineland.co.uk Email: enquiries@pineland.co.uk
Or call our offices: CLEOBURY MORTIMER, SHROPSHIRE: 01299 271143
NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE: 01606 41292
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Abode launch Oriel sink
Beautifully designed and produced in
advanced acrylic material in three new
popular kitchen colours (Black Granite,
Frost White Granite and Sable Granite)
Abode’s Oriel has smooth, organic lines
which frame the deep bowl area on this
family of inset sinks which will suit most kitchens. Manufactured in
1.0 and 1.5 bowl models with reversible drainer configurations with
tapholes scored on the underside for ease of drilling, Oriel comes
complete with standard basket strainer wastes and plumbing pipework
included. The sinks come with a 10 year warranty from date of purchase, are manufactured to ISO9001 standards and are all CE marked.
01226 283434

www.abode.eu
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British Ceramic Tile’s exclusive
Housebuilder range
Diverse product range across
ceramic, porcelain & glass
Large UK stock holding from our
distribution facility in Devon
Manufacturing capability of over
7 million metres of quality tiles a year

Lifestyle 1

Lifestyle 3

Lifestyle 2

Designer Brands
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To request your copy, email
specification@britishceramictile.com or call

+44 (0)1626 831370
The UK’s largest manufacturer of ceramic & glass tiles.
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What makes a
‘wow’ kitchen?
Graham Hopper, UK sales director of Leicht
introduces current trends in kitchen design

A

ll homes have a heart and almost always
the kitchen is that heart. Designing an
exceptional kitchen that will sell the
home takes time, skill and attention to detail. But
getting it right means the house or apartment
immediately becomes highly desirable.
Blending rather than dominating is one of the
most important aspects of kitchen design so the
kitchen becomes integrated into the fabric of the
whole home. Kitchen furniture has evolved so
that it is more akin to a living room than a
traditional kitchen with kitchen cabinetry often
used as multimedia cupboards or living room
furniture in an open plan design. Given the
sophistication and elegance of many of the

materials and finishes now available in kitchens
this ‘living room’ look can be achieved easily in a
modern day kitchen.
Kitchen designs now have the ability to
completely disguise or screen their functional
elements while not in use, leaving only an image
of striking furniture and ambiance as opposed to
functional bulk. By blending with the whole
space, kitchens, dining and living areas have the
correct ambience for the required task in hand,
which results in greater enjoyment of the home.
In open plan kitchens, which are more or less
the norm nowadays, each area has its own identity and the key is to flow seamlessly from one
zone to another. For example, dining areas used

to be dwarfed by the kitchen but now these are
included in the kitchen design to ensure they are
a central part of the home.
Seating areas are becoming more of an integral
part of the kitchen with built-in seating a feature.
This produces a striking dining/kitchen table
that doubles as a food preparation worksurface.
In terms of colours and textures these are
relative to the area where they are. Colour is a
welcome addition to the kitchen but in today's
life of neutral and more timeless kitchens, colour
is often best used as a subtle accent rather than
overpowering the whole kitchen. The choice of
colour in the kitchen, like in clothes fashion,
changes with the season so it can often be expenContinued overleaf...
respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk

58

kitchens & appliances

sive and disruptive to choose a whole kitchen in
one colour that might go out of fashion in three
or four years. Bold retro colours are coming back
and are best used as a highlight.
Dark timbers, greys and browns are also
fashionable now. This reflects in the ability
to coordinate this with the living room. Two
tone colours with reasonably strong contrast,
stained timber and subtle use of strong colour
will be popular.
In terms of kitchen finishes, the trend for 2014
is for more rough-sawn or structured woodgrain
laminate rather than a flatter texture, with high
gloss becoming less popular in contrast to matt
laminates or lacquers.
Another innovative design is to ensure that
extraction is as invisible as possible. Telescopic
hoods, downdraft or ceiling extractors are
becoming the norm as they provide unobtrusive,
quiet ventilation without obstructing the line of
a sleek kitchen.
respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk

“Colour is a welcome
addition to the kitchen but
in today’s life of neutral
and more timeless
kitchens, colour is often
best used as a subtle
accent rather than
overpowering the whole
kitchen”
Keeping storage efficient, simple yet highly
effective is a must. Making the most of every
available space in the kitchen is what every
kitchen designer strives for and there are many
new storage systems on the market that provide
clever extra functional storage without compromising on style.
Cookware centres – where whole cupboards
are integrated with power, lighting, wire baskets
and specialist storage, plinth drawers – the 100-

200mm kick space below the units can be used as
a drawer or the units can be extra high using that
space as cupboard storage, without altering the
worktop height and additional depth to worktops – are just some of the clever solutions to
maximise storage in small spaces.
Changing the depth and height of cabinetry
can make the kitchen storage bigger or free up
more space in a small kitchen. With so many
options in sizes now available you’re no longer
constrained by one single size. Pocket doors
which slide back into the unit, either as a bi-fold
option or a whole option, allow easy access to
units but without imposing on floor space.
Good lighting is critical in a kitchen. Toned
lighting works well with dimmer switches, especially for dining areas and different types of
lighting for different functions – food preparation and cooking requires brighter, direct lighting
to ensure there are no shadows while the more
relaxed areas can be dimmer.

Enq. 187
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Beko American-style fridge freezers

Franke adds Galileo to Pro Value range

Beko has introduced a new collection
of premium American-style fridge
freezers, designed with cutting-edge
technology to help make family life
even easier. Headlining the stunning
new range from the UK’s best-selling
refrigeration brand is the Beko
EcoSmart non-plumbed water and ice
model ASN541 rated A+ for energy efficiency. Headlining the
stunning new range from the UK’s best-selling refrigeration brand is
the Beko EcoSmart non-plumbed water and ice model ASN541 rated
A+ for energy efficiency. RRP ranges from £679 to £999.

Franke’s best-selling Pro-Value collection has
been strengthened with the addition of the
versatile and keenly-priced new Galileo inset
sinks in silk finish stainless steel. The two
precision-made reversible monobloc models
offer affordable smart practicality for any
kitchen workspace, and Galileo’s sleek lines
are accentuated by the modish three-strip linear drainer pattern, with
front and rear raised ledges providing useful space. Galileo provides
access to Franke’s renowned quality and design at highly competitive
price points, with the single bowl sink priced at only £119 and the
1.5 bowl model offering excellent value for money at £159.

0845 600 4904

0161 436 6280

www.beko.co.uk
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Welcome to the 1891 collection

Wonderful woodgrain with KBB

The 1891 kitchen collection from Ellis
Furniture is available in 23 contemporary
colourways, and in two fashionable door
designs. The Littendale Shaker design is
available in Natural Oak or rich American
Walnut. Mondrian uses the same Shaker
design and is available in 21 paint colours.
Shown here is the Mondrian range in a mix of Heather (island) and
Soft Moss, creating a subtle yet impactful contrast. The Chrome
Monmouth Cup Handle complements the classic shaker styling while
bringing a modern twist to the kitchen. The RRP for the kitchen
including worktops but excluding WOLF appliances is £20,000.

The new Bellissimo Pisa
handle-less matt woodgrain range
offers an incredibly authentic
rustic timber finish with the
grain fashionably horizontal.
It is available exclusively from
KBB Replacement Doors. There
are five woodgrain colours: white,
bleached stone, beige, light walnut
and grey drift. With 65 sizes plus panels and accessories, including a
300mm x 300mm convex curve, the new range offers the flexibility to
create bespoke kitchens in any situation.

01484 514 212

028 90483676

www.ellisfurniture.co.uk
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Hammering home the quality

L-shaped windows for eco-building

Power and precision are the hallmarks of
quality that you’ll find in every Hultafors
Tools’ hammer. In this new generation of
tools you’ll find ball hammers, carpenters’
hammers, T-block hammers, electrician’s
hammers, dead blow hammers and even
copper hammers. They’re tools that can
handle the toughest work, delivering the
best possible levels of performance and safety, whatever the job in
hand. Ergonomically designed for ease of use and with a range of sizes
and special grip technology, these hammers are perfectly crafted for
you, with vibration damping features as well as reduced recoil and even
an anti-sparking feature in one of the models.
Enq. 193

FAKRO has supplied L-shaped roof
windows to the Green Unit®, a
modular, prefabricated, single storey
Passivhaus design. FTP U5 nonvented, triple-glazed windows with a
U-value of 0.97W/m2K were used
with BDR tilt and turn openers in the
wall. Set in a green roof, windows with an easterly aspect have AMZ
external awning blinds to offset solar gain. The Green Unit’s Jonathan
Finnerty commented: “Our carbon neutral requirement meant that
procurement was considered in great depth. FAKRO worked with us
to achieve what we required and gave us highly valuable advice”.

Yeoman Rainguard saves time

Roofing products from Bostik

When a Leeds home owner added an extension to
his 16 year old contemporary detached house, he
decided to replace the whole house’s failing PVC
rainwater system with an XL Aluminium System
from Yeoman Rainguard. It received measurements
and drawings from the builder from which it was able
to offer a bespoke system designed to reduce the
number of joints resulting in a quicker and easier
installation. 125 x 100mm gutter and 75 x 75mm
square downpipes in XL Aluminium were fitted to
the sandstone fronted house. Finished in a textured black polyester
coating, it gives a classic, stylish finish to the exterior.

Bostik produces a range of high quality
products for roofing, including the market
leading Cementone Flexacryl range.
Cementone Flexacryl Quick Drying combines
a high performance way to waterproof roofing
with the benefits of a low odour, solvent-free
formula that is one of the quickest drying of
its kind. Suitable for wet or dry surfaces and
brushed on in one coat, it is suitable for
working on both new roofing and conducting
essential repairs to an existing roof. Resistant to light showers in as
little as forty minutes, the product also contains fibres to bridge cracks
or gaps during repair work.
Enq. 196

0113 279 5854

www.rainguard.co.uk
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01283 554755

www.fakro.co.uk
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for your life

for a lifetime

You want to enjoy the health benefits
of a swimming pool. But you can’t
really justify the time and trouble that
maintaining a full size pool demands.
The Swimspa by Spa De La Mare is
an all year round swimming machine
and hydrotherapy massage spa
in one, for indoor or outdoor use. Built
to exacting standards in the Channel
Islands, it is the ultimate low
maintenance solution for busy people.
Prices start from a refreshing £17,500.

For a brochure please call

01481 701333
www.spadelamare.com

swimspa
Enq. 197
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Avant Homes specifies Protan

The making of Abbotswood Park

National housebuilder Avant Homes has
selected PVC roofing membrane system
manufacturer Protan as a preferred supplier for its new product range of four and
five-bedroom houses. All of the flat roofs
on the four and five-bedroom homes are
covered using the Protan SE 1.2mm single
ply membrane, which is hot air welded at joints and mechanically fixed
to the roof. Designed to cope with extreme weather conditions
without detriment, the membrane achieves durability for up to 30
years. Protan SE membrane is one element of Protan’s comprehensive
range of single ply roofing solutions, covered at www.protan.co.uk

Marley Eternit’s Edgemere slates have
been used to help create a distinctive
village identity for a mixed use development adjacent to the Warner Bros studio
in Leavesden, home to the ‘Making of
Harry Potter’ tour. Steeped in industrial
and film making history, there were strict design parameters to ensure
the site would be developed to create a clear sense of identity and mixture of homes. The different roof forms, heights and designs were a key
part of creating this identity and Marley Eternit’s Edgemere slates were
chosen to give a contemporary, yet cost effective, roof covering that
could be used to add character to different parts of the development.

01925 658001

01283 722588

customercare@protan.co.uk
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www.marleyeternit.co.uk/edgemere
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Protect A1 ‘third-generation’ roofing underlay
Protect’s, a subsidiary of Building Product Design, leading ‘third-generation’ roofing underlay has been
developed to overcome the disadvantages of the traditional Bitumen based Type 1F felts and second
generation smooth plastic sheet materials. Protect A1 can be used for all pitched roof constructions (tiled and
slated). It is a twin-ply construction of polypropylene non-woven spunbond layer and PP film giving it
excellent nail tear and tensile strength properties. It has an absorbent undersurface which prevents condensation drip-off. The membrane is waterproof, UV and heat stable and can be used as a covering for up to three
months before the permanent roof covering is laid. It’s easy to cut, clean, light to handle and does not generate
noise. The embossed dark grey upper surface reduces glare, takes chalk line marking and is unaffected by temperature changes. Director of sales Craig Fyall said: “Protect A1 is BM TRADA independently certified for all
applications having a wind uplift performance of 2.5kPA at 343mm batten spacing enabling unrestricted use in
all exposure conditions in the UK and Ireland. Our ‘third generation’ roofing underlay Protect A1 is available
in three roll sizes 1.5m x 30m (45m2) and 1.0m x 45m (45m2) and for smaller jobs 1m x 15m (15m2)”.
0161 905 5700

www.protectmembranes.com

Panelised room-in-roof system
SIG UK Exteriors is pleased to announce
the acquisition of RoofSpace Solutions
Limited (‘RoofSpace’) to form SIG
RoofSpace. RoofSpace is a market leading
turnkey supplier of the award winning
RoofSpace I-Roof, an offsite manufactured panelised room-in-roof system focused on the UK new build
residential housing market. The business provides a fully managed
package including the design, supply and installation of the RoofSpace
I-Roof to UK house builders looking to maximise floor footage by
creating loft living space through a room-in-the-roof. Benefits of the
system versus traditional construction include cost effectiveness, speed
of construction and safety of construction.
Enq. 202
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Heritage
Roofline • Rainwater • Cladding
Long lasting, sustainable
PVC systems for exposed
and inaccessible
locations.

Klober Roll-Fix
Klober’s Roll-Fix® Kit is a universal,
rollable ventilating dry ridge and hip
system, suitable for most concrete and
clay ridges. Available in four colours,
kits contain 5m of ridge / hip roll, fixing
pack, seals, batten straps and hip trays,
providing all that is needed for maintenance-free, watertight fixing. Fitting can be done in wet weather and
saves time pointing, avoids risk of mortar runs and guarantees freedom
from mortar cracking and inconsistent workmanship. The selfadhesive butyl backing provides a permanently strong bond and is
highly flexible, making it ideal for use with deeply profiled tiles.
01332 813050

www.klober.co.uk
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• Responsibly sourced and manufactured
• Maximum CSH points for new build
• Minimum lifetime costs for refurbishment

www.swishbp.co.uk

BUILDING PRODUCTS
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Natural slate – quality
reigns supreme
Stuart Base, head of marketing at SIG Roofing, explains why natural slate
remains in a league of its own in comparison to other roof coverings

W

hen it comes to gracing the roofs of
new homes, there’s a bewildering
choice of roofing materials on offer.
Whether it’s concrete, clay or slate to name but a
few, there’s no shortage of roof coverings
to choose from. However, in terms of aesthetics
and exceptional durability, there’s a product
that remains in a league of its own and that’s
natural slate.
One of the world’s oldest and most continuously used roofing materials, natural slate
protects many of the world’s historic buildings.
Indeed, many reclaimed slates continue to be
installed on re-roofing projects even after decades
of previous use.
A well-laid slate roof will enhance any new
home and give problem free protection for the
lifetime of the building. The carbon footprint
of natural slate also compares well with other
roofing materials – particularly when the life
expectancy of the finished roof is considered.
Some studies estimate the embodied carbon (per
m2 of roof ) is at only 16 per cent than that of the
next best roofing material. This reduced environmental impact makes it an even more attractive
choice for new builds.
Natural slate should be tested to BS EN 12326
Part I and meeting the highest relevant ratings,
it will be unaffected by normal extremes of
temperature and highly resistant to acids, alkalis
and other chemicals. This means that it is resistant to acid rain and atmospheres that contain

An example of a good quality natural slate

respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk

For those housebuilders, developers and specifiers working in conservation areas where the slate
selection must match existing roofing materials on surrounding buildings in the locality, only natural
slate will do

sulphur dioxide, whereas man-made products
commonly discolour due to weathering or the
growth of lichens.
While man-made slate options provide a costeffective and conveniently sized alternative, they
fail to offer the authenticity and character that
makes natural slate an unbeatable standout.
For those housebuilders, developers and specifiers working in conservation areas where the
slate selection must match existing roofing materials on surrounding buildings in the locality,
only natural slate will do. Respecting the traditional or local character where it is used, it also
features variations in colour, size and texture.
Fortunately, with more quarries available worldwide, suitable alternatives can now be found to
match most British origin slates found on roofs
throughout the country.
Natural slate remains at the pinnacle of roof
coverings but premium products command

premium prices. As well as the product costs,
labour tends to be more expensive too and as it
needs to be sorted and worked with, it adds time
on-site. Experienced slaters command a premium
over tilers, as they know how to get the best out
of every piece.
Worryingly, an increasing influx of cheap slate
that appears appealing at first glance is tempting
some specifiers and developers to cut corners but
sadly, they have little appreciation of the risks.
Cutting corners on labour you can get away with,
but the roofs may not be beautiful. Cutting corners on product is riskier, as the roof may simply
not be fit for purpose. If it seems too good to
be true, then it probably is. The problems caused
by using cheaper and inferior natural slate
are endless.
Not only can inferior slate be riddled with
inconsistencies and imperfections that result in
high wastage, it translates into higher labour
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“If it seems too good to be
true, then it probably is.
The problems caused
by using cheaper and
inferior natural slate
are endless”
costs too. Its traceability is also a problem when
something goes wrong, or if spares are needed to
finish the job. And that’s before the warranty is
taken into account, assuming it has one, and
whether it’s even enforceable under UK law.
The actual rock itself may be high in carbonates (and will bleach), or high in reactive metals
(and will run with rust). It may have high carbon
content (delamination). At best, it will be a cheap
selection that 30 years ago would have been landfilled at the factory – this will require more
labour to get right, and of course roofers don’t
work for free.
It may not even be an actual metamorphic
slate. Brazilian slates can be even cheaper than
Spanish or Chinese – but they’re still about 470
million years younger, and they sit outside the
scope of BS EN12326, the standard for natural
slate for roofing.
Most of the man-made alternatives to natural
slate will show savings in material costs.

The reduced environmental impact of natural slate makes it an even more attractive choice for new
builds, aside from its aesthetics and outstanding beauty

Produced in a factory environment where quality
is easy to control, they remove the risk and
reduce material costs, but at the expense of
aesthetic appeal. Because of their factory consistency, any roofer can install them.
Cheaper slates mean more risk – which can
kill a housebuilder’s business. If you are simply

looking to make a saving, then other roofing
materials will provide a better finish, and they
will do your reputation more good than having
problems further down the line with a cheap
slate. Only ever invest in the best, for as Gucci
once rightly said: “Quality is remembered long
after the price is forgotten.”
Enq. 205

Why use our members...
 high standards
 fair price
 technical support
 peace of mind.
It goes without saying that the roof over your head is one of the most
important parts of your home, protecting you and your possessions from
the elements. Whether you need a repair, a new roof, or are replacing an
existing roof, using an NFRC member contractor to carry out the work
will give you peace of mind, as well as a weatherproof roof.

www.nfrc.co.uk info@nfrc.co.uk 020 7638 7663
,PDJHFRXUWHV\RI&RQFHSW5RRÀQJ &ODGGLQJ/WG
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Ion Science Tiger used in construction

New multi room audio system

California-based design-build group, pH Living™, is
using an Ion Science Tiger hand held photoionisation (PID) detector to monitor volatile organic
compounds (VOCs) during the construction of its
bespoke residential and commercial properties for
people with chemical sensitivities. This is in line with
the new Healthy Home Standard developed by the
International Institute for the Building Biology and
Ecology (IBE). A robust hand held VOC detector,
Tiger provides a dynamic detection range of 1 parts
per billion (ppb) to 20,000 parts per million (ppm), offering the widest
measurement range of any other VOC instrument on the market.

Armour Home, a leading UK provider
of premium products, solutions and
services to the specialist hi-fi, home
theatre and entertainment market, has
announced the launch of its new digital
multi room audio system. Systemline 7
(S7) is built into the fabric of the house
and offers users access to the widest
available range of online music services on the market. It provides high
quality audio in up to 24 independent zones, offering fully integrated
access to a network of music services and built-in music file storage.
This reliable system is easy to fit and requires minimal maintenance.

01763 208503 www.ionscience.com

01279 501111
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Aico recommended by award winning Plumis
Aico’s market leading Ei164RC mains powered heat
alarm has been recommended by British
manufacturer Plumis for use with its award winning
Automist home fire safety system. Automist is a
more convenient alternative to traditional sprinkler
systems, in that it uses watermist technology to put
out fires, using just five per cent of the water
consumed by a traditional sprinkler system. Once
triggered, a dense fog quickly fills the room. An Aico heat alarm
triggers the Automist system via a Relay Module. A heat alarm is ideal
to use in this type of application as it is only triggered by high
temperatures (58°C), rather than smoke, which means that Automist
will not be accidentally triggered.
Enq. 209
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Kier Living sweeps the board at
national NHBC Health and
Safety Awards...

New financial support will lead to
new affordable homes in Ashford...
Ref: 85119

Ref: 40625

Offsite construction is key to
affordable housing shortage...

Mayor delivers £195 million
Decent Home repair & retrofit
boost for affordable housing...

Ref: 57624

Ref: 82108

Social housing & sustainable
building materials...

Affordable new homes launched
in Shoreditch...

Ref: 91280

Ref: 62449

Sustainable building materials
John Boddy’s supply timber frames for sustainable
buildings in numbered, pre-bored sections ready
for assembly from a plan or drawing. Complete
the project with timber cladding. As well as
being an attractive construction material, it is
environmentally friendly and quick and cheap to
install. By using their finger jointed machining
facility you can specify exact sizes up to 6.1m lengths, reducing cost,
joinery time and waste. Joinery timber for window and door frames
is also available, along with Glulam beams, scantlings, architraves,
profiles, skirting and solid and engineered flooring. Available in PEFC
and FSC certified timbers, with delivery nationwide.
01423 322370

www.johnboddytimber.co.uk
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Shiny new affordable homes
A. Proctor Group’s Reflectashield TF 0.81 has
been installed on a new timber frame
development in Winterfield and Stepsile
Estate, Kent. Reflectashield TF 0.81 is the
highest performing reflective membrane in its
class and is designed to enhance the thermal
performance of timber and steel frame structures. It complies with the
vapour resistance requirements set out by BS 4016, TRADA and the
NHBC. The existing legislation requires a breather membrane to have
a vapour resistance not greater than 0.60 MNs/g. Reflectashield TF
0.81 has a vapour resistance of 0.44 MNs/g. The development will
provide affordable housing with 34 flats, 18 houses and 4 bungalows.
Enq. 210
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01250 872 261

www. proctorgroup.com
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A greener
approach to
social schemes
Stuart Hicks, marketing manager at liquid
waterproofing membrane specialist, Kemper
System, discusses the importance of
waterproofing for green roof installations and
outlines a recent public/private sector scheme
that incorporates green roofs on both elements
of the development

T

he old London definitions of East End
and West End have become blurred: as
the city has sprawled eastwards, professionals have followed it. Canary Wharf is a prime
example, with private sector new builds in high
demand on the banks of the Thames and within
easy reach the financial district’s glass towers.
However, there remains an urgent need to provide new homes for the established East End
communities that not only answers the Decent
Homes agenda but also sets a benchmark for
sustainable social housing. Constructed by private developers for let and management by
housing associations, such schemes are specified
to private sector standards to ensure that they
stand the test of time and provide desirable
homes where people will want to live and take
pride in their neighbourhood.
Among these developments is the Parkside
Quarter, located on the Isle of Dogs on the outskirts of Canary Wharf. The scheme’s 64 private
apartments sit alongside a separate four-storey
block for let to housing association tenants and a
third four-storey block for shared ownership and
many elements of the specification are the same;
including the green roofs.

“There remains an
urgent need to provide
new homes for the
established East End
communities that not
only answers the Decent
Homes agenda but also
sets a benchmark for
sustainable social
housing”
all three apartment buildings, therefore, connects
the residential scheme to its location, creating
synergy with its green surroundings.

The fact that the green roofs have been specified illustrates how far they have come in terms
of entering mainstream specification. ‘Eco’
schemes are now being used to create a more
harmonious built environment, with low
maintenance planting and a robust, durable roof
build up to maximise service life and encourage
local bird and insect life.
A cold liquid-applied waterproofing membrane was critical to the roof build up. A
wet-on-wet liquid membrane is the ideal base
for a new build green roof because it can be
applied quickly in a single process, saving time
and labour. However, it’s essential to identify
a waterproofing membrane that is certified as
root resistant, so that the planting used in the
green roof will not compromise the integrity of
the waterproofing.

Roof build up
The roofing contractor began the green roof
installation by applying a compatible primer to
the substrate to seal the concrete and provide the
ideal key for the liquid waterproofing membrane
to bond to. Once the primer had cured, the
installation team applied the waterproofing system resin to the primed substrate, completing
waterproofing of each section of the roof in a
single process.
Continued overleaf...

Green surroundings
Named after the acres of parkland that lie adjacent to it, the Parkside Quarter is in an enviable
location only a few minutes’ walk away from the
bank of the Thames. The use of green roofs on
respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk
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Specification expertise

The liquid resin was rollered onto the roof and
a polyester reinforcement fleece was cut to size
and shape on-site and laid onto the wet resin
with a 5cm overlap to ensure complete coverage.
The fleece was then rollered to remove any air
bubbles and aid complete saturation before more
resin was applied. The system then cured to form
a tough and durable, seamless membrane with no
laminations. It will remain permanently flexible
to cope with building movement. For maximum
longevity and durability, the specifiers opted for
a BBA certified membrane with a service life

in excess of 25 years.
Once the waterproofing system had cured,
240mm deep insulation was installed directly on
top of the waterproofed substrate to enhance the
buildings’ thermal performance in line with
building regulation requirements. A 25ml deep
attenuation layer was then installed, which
enables rainwater to be stored to irrigate the
green roof planting, while allowing any excess
water to drain off the roof. Finally, the growing
medium was installed along with plug plants to
create the finished green roofs.

Ensuring the correct specification is extremely
important when it comes to green roofs and the
waterproofing is arguably the most important
as the primary function of the roof is to protect
the building.
The waterproofing system used must be robust
enough to last because any leaks in the membrane can be difficult to access or repair once the
green roof is established, adding to the housing
association’s maintenance bill.
It must also offer proven root resistance to
ensure that the waterproof protection cannot be
damaged by planting. A correctly specified cold
liquid applied waterproofing system can overcome the common failures of many roofing
systems as there are no seams, laps or joints that
can be compromised.
Careful selection of planting for green roofs is
also critical and must factor in client preferences,
aesthetics and local eco systems. However, the
location and prevailing climatic conditions,
which govern the amount of light, heat, shade
and moisture the roof will receive, also need to be
a major part of the planting specification process.
Only then will the installation continue to
enhance a building’s appearance throughout the
homes’ lifecycle.
Enq. 213
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When is a floorcovering not just a floorcovering?
When it’s from the UK’s largest flooring contractor. We’ve

many years’ EXPERIENCE supplying and installing a huge
range of floorcoverings for a variety of different market

sectors. We promise EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE delivered

with EXCEPTIONAL PRICES and with a stockholding value

of more than £2m we have CONSISTENT AVAILABILITY
across our key ranges. At each of our 12 REGIONAL
DEPOTS we can accommodate every request from price
point driven schemes to high profile projects.

A dedicated team will be in place from enquiry

through to installation to give you the BEST

ADVICE AND SERVICE. We offer free on-site

surveys and guidance on health and safety compliance;

our staff and fitters are CSCS REGISTERED and

CRB CHECKED as appropriate. What’s more, we are

committed to keeping everything simple and HASSLE

FREE. With our own cutting machine and our OWN
TRANSPORT fleet, we are always in control. We work with

organisations of all sizes, forging a close relationship with each
one to ensure that CUSTOMER SATISFACTION is of
the highest order on every contract we undertake.

Designer Contracts
From ideas to installation WE DO IT ALL.

Find out more
about our
floorcoverings

The UK’s largest flooring contractor

Scotland 01324 676100 North East 0191 286 1797 North West 01772 705557 Central & Yorkshire 01246 853463 North & West Midlands 0121 359 6083
South & East Midlands 01536 407357 Wales & West of England 01633 279310 London & South East 01277 263450 Thames Valley & West London 01753 577935
Thames Medway & South East London 01959 572313 Southern 02380 275123 South West 01392 823051
National & General Enquiries 01246 854577 Email Enquiries@DesignerContracts.com

www.DesignerContracts.com

Reader
Enquiry
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FAKRO L-shaped windows for project

Saniflo launches the Sanishower Flat

Bracewell Stirling, one of Scotland’s major
architectural service providers for social housing,
specified FAKRO L-shaped combination windows for a 14 flat development in Lower Oakfield
Pitlochry. The homes, for Caledonia Housing
Association and Perth and Kinross Council, utilise
the extended glazing area to maximise availability
of natural light. FAKRO windows also provide a
bigger overall glazing area by virtue of having their
vent in the frame and operating handle in the base of the sash. Any
standard FAKRO roof window can be used, in this case white FTU-V
U3, polyurethane-coated pine with a tilt and turn opener in the wall.

The new Sanishower Flat from Saniflo
is a pumping solution for low-level
shower trays of 80mm and over. It is
capable of pumping a standard electric
or gravity mixer shower and the two
inlets mean a washbasin can be added too. It allows you to install a
shower anywhere a water supply can reach, even when there is no
gravity drainage available. This means the installation of showers in
awkward areas has never been easier. It can pump wastewater up to 3m
vertically and 20m horizontally. Sanishower Flat is a two part kit with
the Sanishower pump plus gully and waste, which can be installed next
to or underneath a shower tray with access for easy maintenance.

01283 554755

020 8842 0033

sales@fakrogb.com
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www.saniflo.co.uk
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Best value and client satisfaction

Sapphire’s solution sets new record

Housing providers could achieve better
value and deliver greater client satisfaction,
simply by adopting a ‘one stop shop’
approach to some adaptations. Latest
figures reveal that the average adaptation
costs over £5,000, but for less than half that,
the majority of those homes could be suitably adapted, and the adaptation maintained, through the approach offered by Clos-o-Mat. It is the
only provider in the sector to offer in-house service and maintenance in
addition to installation and commissioning of its equipment. And, as a
result, it is finding more and more housing providers choosing its
equipment for the long-term savings and peace of mind.

Sapphire Balustrades’ new offsite balcony
solution has enabled an entire residential project’s pre-assembled balconies to be installed
in a single day. Sapphire used its pioneering
development to manufacture 22 complete
balcony units, including glass balustrades and
sub-deck, for new apartments in West London. The balconies were
manufactured offsite in Sapphire’s Reading production facility. With
the building prepared, the balconies were transported to site ready for
fast track fixing to the façade using the system’s connectors. Aimed
specifically at the high-rise housebuilding sector, Sapphire says its
patent protected system makes it simpler, faster and more cost-effective
to provide high quality balconies for residential projects.
Enq. 219

0161 969 1199 www.clos-o-mat.com
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THE BALUSTRADE & HANDRAIL
COMPONENT SPECIALIST

Glass Clamps, Post & Handrail

Glass Balustrade

Rod & Bar

Wire Rope

specialist suppliers of

frameless and stainless glass
balustrades and unique
german staircases

Tel: 01425 611112 Fax: 01425 617773 sales@fivestars.ltd.uk

www.fivestars.ltd.uk

Top quality

Keenly priced

From stock

Nationwide

For a competitive quote or for more information;
BRUNDLE

F.H.BRUNDLE
SERVING THE TRADE SINCE 1889

Enq. 220
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Email: sales@brundle.com
Web: www.fhbrundle.co.uk

Tel: 01708 25 35 45
Fax: 01708 25 35 50
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Norbord helps schoolchildren
Most school ‘make-and-do’ projects are
conceived on a modest scale and often end
up on display in the main foyer. But at
Burlington Danes Academy in White City,
north London, they are building a house.
While the project is designed to be largely
self-financing, several suppliers including
Norbord have agreed to supply materials and
services free of charge. Norbord’s contribution is around £1,000 worth
of its SterlingOSB oriented strand board. Made at the firm’s Inverness
factory from home-grown wood fibre, SterlingOSB is renowned for its
strength, durability and low environmental impact.
01786 812 921

www.norbord.co.uk
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Sustainable city of the future
created by universities from across
the globe at Palace of Versailles...

Social housing & sustainable
building materials...
Ref: 27531

Ref: 83938

Sustainable Housing finalists...
Ref: 63676

Profile 22 shortlisted as finalist
for the 2014 Sustainable
Housing Awards...
Ref: 45056

CLT – the
optimum look,
feel and function

Pinnacle PSG shortlisted as
finalist for the Sustainable
Housing Awards 2014...

CLT structures effortlessly combine aesthetics and strength,
thermal acoustic and environmental benefits to create the
optimum look, feel and function.
With proven multi-storey capability, CLT delivers sustainable
outcomes which resonates with environmentally conscious
developers and residents.
The X-LAM Alliance can assist at every stage of your
construction journey – for detailed up to date information,
book a CPD session or to arrange a meeting:

Call 01773 857512 or email: info@xlam-alliance.com
www.xlam-alliance.com

BOPAS Accredited System

Ref: 64943

Delivering Your Residential Vision

Sustainable timber solutions
from James Latham...
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CLT – the optimum
medium rise solution
Greg Cooper, engineering manager for the X-LAM Alliance
highlights the benefits of using cross laminated timber as a core
structural component for residential applications

C

LT is now extensively used across the
commercial and education construction
sectors and the benefits have been
widely acknowledged, but it has not been prolifically used in residential developments in
the UK until now. According to the findings
of a recent survey by the Structural Timber
Association, 74 per cent of the UK’s contractors,
developers, architects and registered providers
revealed they plan to increase specifications of
structural timber due to benefits such as thermal,
acoustic and sustainability performance, together
with speed of build.
It is in medium rise residential developments
where the advantages of CLT as a core structural
solution truly come into play. The key is in the
strength to weight ratio of the engineered timber
– it has proven multi-storey capability, with residential buildings up to nine storeys already
constructed in the UK and a structural capacity
beyond this. Typically the solid timber walls for
five to six-storey construction are in the region of
140mm thick, therefore optimising internal space.
Factory manufactured to exacting standards,
CLT is an extremely stable solution which has
little shrinkage or movement post construction.

“The benefits during
construction are
numerous – from reduced
loading on foundations
and infrastructure
services, to impressive
thermal, acoustic and
airtightness performance
over more traditional
materials”
The benefits during construction are numerous – from reduced loading on foundations and
infrastructure services, to impressive thermal,
acoustic and airtightness performance over more
traditional materials, but most importantly a
CLT construction solution provides cost and
programme certainty.

respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk
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Cost and programme
certainty
Being a largely prefabricated off-site solution,
CLT is manufactured to exceptional levels
of accuracy, ensuring minimal defects. This
improves construction and project delivery
timescales, reduces costs and maximises efficiency on all levels.

“With cost certainty
crucial for developers
and affordable housing
providers, CLT eliminates
this risk as it is
manufactured in
controlled factory
conditions”
With other methods of construction, significant contingencies have to be allocated for
unpredicted situations, such as secondary members for additional structural bracing. With cost
certainty crucial for developers and affordable
housing providers, CLT eliminates this risk as it
is manufactured in controlled factory conditions
and the only elements which may affect costs are
changes to the design of the structural frame or
building reconfiguration.

construction material and can produce greener
buildings with a lower carbon footprint. With
sustainability in the construction industry being
of high importance, having PEFC or FSC Chain
of Custody Certification ensures projects maintain a fully transparent Green Supply Chain.

Fire resistance
One of the most crucial advantages of particular
relevance to multi-storey residential developments is CLT’s inherent fire resistance. The
panels can be designed to a specified fire resistance and unlike steel, remain structurally stable
when subjected to high temperatures. CLT
panels can be designed to fire resistances of 30,
60 and 90 minutes.
CLT is the only structural timber solution to
fully comply with all Fire Resistance REI classes
and addresses all three (loadbearing capacity,
integrity and insulation performance requirements) without the need for costly add-ons
or adaptations.

The optimum medium
rise solution
With the housing shortfall making the headlines
on a regular basis and the 2013 Offsite Housing
Review highlighting the potential for off-site
construction methods to play a more significant
role in the housebuilding industry, the housing
sector is increasingly turning to cross laminated
timber as the optimum sustainable solution for
medium rise housing, particularly in highly
populated, urban areas.
At the forefront of European CLT research
and development, the X-LAM Alliance is an
innovative partnership bringing to the UK construction market a seamless and consistent
method of supplying certified structural packages, across all construction sectors.
Enq. 225

Speed and
sustainability
Precision engineered for on-site installation,
using CLT as a core structural component
reduces site construction time, making project
planning less weather-dependant, more predictable and reduces programme risk. Internal
works can proceed earlier to make the critical
path run more smoothly, which again improves
construction and project delivery time, reduces
costs, maximises efficiency on all levels, and most
importantly offers a faster return on investment.
Timber is the number one renewable, mainstream
respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk
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Timber solutions from James Latham

Enq. 226

When it comes to external timber doors and windows, James Latham
offers the perfect solution to architects, joiners and the construction
sector when looking to specify products which are not only dimensionally stable and durable but also legal and sustainable. One of the most
advanced wood products on the market, Accoya® is a modified, highly
durable and dimensionally stable certified softwood, incorporating
Accsys’ proprietary wood acetylation technology which delivers outstanding levels of performance, stability and durability. Guaranteed for
50 years in exterior use and 25 years when used in the ground, Accoya®
is produced using modified, fast growing species and can be safely recycled. Produced from laminated Oak, Sapele and European Redwood,
WoodEx® offers numerous features and benefits. It has two high quality, clear faces for use in joinery applications and is ideally suitable for
use in timber doors and windows as the product offers greater dimensional stability. In addition, WoodEx® is made from finger jointed
lamells which are glued together, and James Latham can supply the
product either as finger jointed or as one piece.
Enq. 227

HbD LAUNCH ALL NEW
WEBSITE FOR 2014
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New date for cross-laminated
timber course...

Buyers & Specifiers Forum at
Timber Expo...

Ref: 86667

Ref: 37058

Creating Places to Live, Work and
Play at Timber Expo...

Joinery trade body wins national
award for membership growth...

Ref: 56667

Ref: 52014

®

Antislip timber decking specified
for London development...

Timber framer Caledonia Homes
favours Sterling OSB...

Ref: 48228

Ref: 20993

Joinery industry calls for Budget
focus on growth...

Why timber frame could be the
solution for the UK’s
housebuilding industry...

Ref: 48939

CONCEPT
Truss, metal web
joist & wall stud
systems comprising
software, machinery
& components.

Ref: 13291

Structural Timber Association
endorses Fair Payment Charter...
Ref: 73265

Stewart Milne Timber Systems
helps deliver UK’s first eco town...

Full range of
builders’ metalwork

SAiGE Longlife Decking – an
environmentally sourced and long
lasting alternative to traditional
timber decking...

*Truss Clip pictured

Ref: 25124

Ref: 79090

Fastening systems
for concrete and
steel

BBA signs up for Timber Expo
In a move that has taken the market
by surprise, the British Board of
Agrément (BBA) has signed up to
exhibit at Timber Expo 2014. Held
at the NEC on the 7th and 8th of
October, Timber Expo is the one of
the most important events on the
UK construction calendar dedicated exclusively to timber. The BBA
currently undertakes a significant range of testing and certification
services on behalf of the Timber Industry and welcomes this opportunity to showcase its offer at this prestigious event. The company has a
prime location right at the front of the hall on stand B20.
01923 665300

www.bbacerts.co.uk

Enq. 228

*P370 PAT shown

Timber to timber
fastening systems

*IM360Ci cordless nailer

COMPLETION

Howarth invests in showroom
Kitchen specialist Howarth
Timber and Building Supplies has
continued to invest in its Howarth at
Home brand following the opening
of a new showroom in Barrowford.
The showroom is designed to give
consumers the opportunity to get
hands-on with a wide variety of
kitchens, ranging from traditional timber designs to adventurous
high-gloss contemporary looks. Craig Fielding, kitchen manager at
Howarth at Home Barrowford, said: “The opening of this showroom
provides us with a fantastic opportunity to showcase our wide range of
products to a bigger audience than ever before.”
Enq. 229

*ITW is committed to improving quality, increasing
productivity and ensuring all products and systems
are fully code compliant. To find out how we can help
your business, call us on 01592 771132 today!
www.itw-industry.com

Enq. 230
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AIR CONDITIONING & VENTILATION

BUILDING PRODUCTS & SERVICES

BEKO TECHNOLOGIES LTD
Tel: 01527/575778

NHBC
Tel: 0844 633 1000

www.beko-technologies.co.uk
NUAIRE
Tel: 029 2088 5911

www.nhbc.co.uk
NORBORD
Tel: 01786 812921

www.nuaire.co.uk

www.norbord.co.uk

SPACE AIR CONDITIONING
Tel: 01483 504 883

PROCTOR GROUP
Tel: 01250 872261

www.spaceair.co.uk

www.proctorgroup.com

WILO UK LTD
Tel: 01283 523000

ROGER BULLIVANT
Tel: 01283 511115

www.wilo.co.uk

CONSERVATORY ROOFS

PROTECTA SCREEN
Tel: 0870 121 8670

MADE FOR TRADE
Tel: 0844 335 1226
www.madefortrade.co
DOORS & WINDOWS
CLEARVIEW WINDOWS LTD
Tel: 01778 347 147
www.clearviewgroup.co.uk
COTSWOLD HOME
IMPROVEMENT (SYSTEMS) LLP
Tel: 01706 816531
www.cotswoldupvc.co.uk

www.roger-bullivant.co.uk

AIR TIGHTNESS & TESTERS
BUILDING REGULATION
COMPLIANCE TESTING

SIG PLC
Tel: 0114 285 6300

DURATION WINDOWS LTD
Tel: 01268 681612
www.duration.co.uk

www.sigplc.com

Part E: Sound Insulation
Part F: Ventilation
Part L: Air Tightness

FLOORS & FLOORING

www.protectascreen.com
GERFLOR LTD
Tel: 01926 622600
www.gerflor.co.uk

www.hbdonline.co.uk
FOLDING SLIDING DOORS
FOLDING SLIDING DOOR
COMPANY
Tel: 0845 644 6630
www.foldingslidingdoors.com
HILLALDAM COBURN LTD
Tel: 0208 545 6680
www.coburn.co.uk

Fast Response

Nationwide Service

Fully Accredited

ATTMA Members

UK’s No. 1

Competitive Fees

Call Today: 0800 587 1000
Quote Ref:-BS001 to receive a discount

compliance@bsria.co.uk

www.bsria.co.uk

SPIROTECH UK LTD
Tel: 0208-451 3344
www.spirotech.co.uk
SWISH BUILDING PRODUCTS
Tel: 01827 317200
www.swishbp.co.uk
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BALCONIES & BALUSTRADES
BALCO BALCONY SYSTEMS LTD
Tel: 0800 652 4526
www.balcouk.com
SAPPHIRE BALUSTRADES
Tel: 0844 88 00 553
www.sapphirebalustrades.com
SG SYSTEM PRODUCTS
Tel: 01473 355907

TARMAC/LOVELL
Tel: 0800 917 8888
www.tarmac.co.uk
TERRAM LTD
Tel: 01621 874200
www.terram.com
WEBER / SAINT GOBAIN
Tel: 01525 718877
www.saint-gobain.co.uk

www.sgsystemproductsipswich.co.uk
WINDOOR UK
Tel: 0870 067 88 10

WIENERBERGER
Tel: 0161 491 8200
www.wienerberger.co.uk

www.windooruk.co.uk
CAD & SOFTWARE
STANDING STONE
Tel: 01661 886653
www.standing-stone.co.uk

www.douglasdelabie.co.uk
COATINGS, SEALANTS & PAINTS

www.hbdonline.co.uk

DULUX TRADE
Tel: 01753 550000

BUILDING PRODUCTS & SERVICES
ALUMASC GROUP
Tel: 01536 383844

www.icipaints.co.uk
MAGNET TRADE
Tel: 01325 469 441

www.alumasc.co.uk

www.magnettrade.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

DISCOUNT

Est 1989

GARAGE DOORS
MOODY VENTURE CAPITAL
Tel: 01277 354222
www.mvcfinance.co.uk

PX PARTNERSHIP
Tel: 01635 37844
www.px-partnership.co.uk

Supply Only or Supply and Installation – Nationwide
Suppliers of: - Hormann, Garador, Cardale, Carteck,
Wessex, Cedar Door, Woodrite, Aluroll, Gliderol, Ryterna

01691 670394

VERSATILE INSURANCE
PROFESSIONALS LTD

www.discount-garage-doors.co.uk

Tel: 01837 658955
www.versatileinsurance.co.uk

• Top Brands
• Big Discounts
• Nationwide

www.hbdonline.co.uk
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FIRES & FIREPLACES
GLASS & GLAZING

OPIES
Tel: 01245 468977

SELECTAGLAZE LTD
Tel: 01727 837271
www.selectaglaze.co.uk

OPIES UK LTD

LIGHTING
YOUR FIRE

Skamolex Gold & Blue insulating
& refractory panels. Easily cut with
tools to line fireplaces & fireboxes or
construction of chimney & fire chambers

www.woodfuels.co.uk
www.john-opie.co.uk
AFK7*-./12*135644***=CS7*-./12*136166
MNIFPRJ8GMMGKFLCIK,DML

VISION ROOFLIGHTS
Tel: 0116 279 1900
www.visionrooflights.co.uk
GROUND INVESTIGATION

@QMDJP*=COL+*BCKQHCL*?E+*:MOFHCL+*<PPFS*;>0*0:9
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CLEARVIEW STOVES
Tel: 01588 650401

MINI • SOIL • SURVEYS
www.minisoils.co.uk

Cost effective ground investigations
for housing projects

COLUMN CASINGS
CONTOUR CASINGS
Tel: 01952 290 498

F H BRUNDLE
Tel: 01708 25 35 45

INVESTIGATE DON’T SPECULATE
Nationwide service from five area offices
For free advice & quotations
Tel: 0161 980 0044 Email: info@minisoils.co.uk
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www.contourcasings.co.uk
HEATING, VENTILATION & PLUMBING

www.fhbrundle.com
LAFARGE AGGREGATES
Tel: 0844 561 0037

Tel: 0845 465 6500
www.business-lending.co.uk

www.clearviewstoves.com

BRITISH GYPSUM
Tel: 0844 800 1991
www.british-gypsum.com

BUSINESS LENDING GROUP –
BLG DEVELOPMENT FINANCE

www.john-opie.co.uk

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
DELABIE LTD
Tel: 01491 824 449

FINANCE & INSURANCE

CONSERVATORIES
ADEY PROFESSIONAL HEATING
SOLUTIONS
Tel: 01242 546700

BISON TRADE FRAMES UK LTD
Tel: 0800 138 3838

www.lafarge.co.uk

respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk

www.bisonframes.co.uk
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www.adeysolutions.co.uk
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HEATING, VENTILATION & PLUMBING

INSULATION

PRODUCT APPROVAL & INSPECTION

WETHERBY BUILDING SYSTEMS
Tel: 01942 717100

ENCASEMENT LTD
Tel: 01733 266 889
www.encasement.co.uk

SAFESITE LTD
Tel: 01293 529977

STEADMANS
Tel: 016974 78277

www.wbs-ltd.co.uk

www.safesite.co.uk

www.steadmans.co.uk

IRONMONGERY

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

STENI UK LTD
Tel: 01978 812111

IRONMONGERY DIRECT
(ESSEX FITTINGS LTD)
Tel: 0808 168 28 28

www.steni.co.uk
SAFETY & SECURITY

www.ironmongerydirect.com

CHARTER SPECIALIST SECURITY
Tel: 020 8507 7717

KITCHENS & APPLIANCES

www.charter-security.co.uk

INDESIT COMPANY
Tel: 08000 921 922
www.indesit.co.uk
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LIGHTING & ELECTRICAL
EATON ELECTRIC LIMITED
Tel: 0121 685 2100
www.eaton.com
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ENVIROVENT
Tel: 01845 2727810

MITSUBISHI ELECTRICAL
Tel: 01707 276100
www.mitsubishielectric.co.uk

www.envirovent.com

PANASONIC ELECTRIC WORKS
Tel: 01908 231555

INSECT SCREENS

www.panasonic-electric-works.co.uk
SCOLMORE INTERNATIONAL LTD
Tel: 01827 63454

NATURAL STONE
LANDSCAPING PRODUCTS
HUSQVARNA
Tel: 0844 8444 570

INSULATION
BASF POLYURETHANES UK LTD
Tel: 01773 607161
www.basf.co.uk
CELLECTA
Tel: 08456 717174
www.cellecta.co.uk

www.superfoil.co.uk

www.sky.com
SMOKE & FIRE PROTECTION

www.hbdonline.co.uk

KIDDE FIRE PROTECTION
Tel: 0800 917 0722
www.kiddesafetyeurope.co.uk

J T PUMPS
Tel: 0844 414 5800

STONEWORK & MASONRY

www.jtpumps.co.uk

WORCESTERSHIRE MARBLE
Tel: 08454 503300

RAINWATER PRODUCTS

www.coolgranite.co.uk

ALUMINIUM ROOFLINE PRODUCTS
Tel: 0116 289 44 00

www.coolsurfaces.co.uk
HADDONSTONE LTD
Tel: 01604 770711
www.haddonstone.com

SCHOTT UK LTD
Tel: 01785 223166

SYTEX UK LTD
Tel: 01483 234 885

www.schott.com/uk

www.sytex.co.uk

OAK PRODUCTS

ROOFING & CLADDING

TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION

NATIONAL FEDERATION OF
ROOFING CONTRACTORS (NFRC)
Tel: 020 7648 7663
www.nfrc.co.uk
EUROCLAD
Tel: 02920 790 722
www.euroclad.com

KNAUF INSULATION
Tel: 0844 8000135

SUPERFOIL INSULATION
Tel: 01636 639 900

Tel: 01630 647200
www.ttpumps.com

www.naturalpaving.co.uk

www.kingspaninsulation.co.uk

www.rockwool.co.uk

TT PUMPS LTD
SKY
Tel: 020 7705 3000

RENEWABLES
NATURAL PAVING PRODUCTS
(UK) LTD
Tel: 0845 072 1150

KINGSPAN INSULATION
Tel: 01544 388 601

ROCKWOOL
Tel: 01656 862 621

SEWAGE TREATMENT

www.robustdetails.com

www.arp-ltd.com

www.celotex.co.uk

www.hbdonline.co.uk

www.safetyworksandsolutions.co.uk

ROBUST DETAILS LTD (NHBC)
Tel: 0870 240 8209

www.jacksons-fencing.co.uk

CELOTEX LTD
Tel: 01473 820850

www.knaufinsulation.co.uk

SAFETYWORKS & SOLUTIONS
Tel: 01487 841 400

www.renault.co.uk

www.husqvarnacp.com
JACKSONS FENCING
Tel: 01233 750393

FIBREGRID LTD
Tel: 01440 712722
www.fibregrid.com

RENAULT UK LTD
Tel: 0844 335 0000

PUMPING STATIONS

www.scolmore.com

Enq. 507

ROOFING & CLADDING

Enq. 508
PART EXCHANGE SERVICES
QUICK MOVE PROPERTIES
Tel: 01793 840907
www.quickmoveproperties.co.uk
PRODUCT APPROVAL & INSPECTION
BRITISH BOARD OF AGREMENT
Tel: 01923 665300
www.bbacerts.co.uk

EUROCELL PROFILES
Tel: 0300 333 6525
www.eurocell.co.uk
MARLEY ETERNIT
Tel: 01283 722588
www.marleyeternit.co.uk
MONIER REDLAND
Tel: 08705 601000
www.monier.co.uk

Enq. 510
WATER STORAGE
DRAYTON TANK &
ACCESSORIES LTD
Tel: 0871 288 4213
www.draytontank.co.uk

respond online at www.hbdonline.co.uk

Ultimately...
the choice is yours!

Ultimate Screwless

Wiring accessories
Transparent

Tired of the same old plain white light switch...? Customise
the design of your light switch with our screwless range which
includes transparent and textured finishes to give that extra feel
to your room.

Learn more today
Download our free customer
guide to home improvement!

Ideal for retrofit, our wiring devices offer a full solution combining
superior engineering with sleek, sophisticated style.

In tune with...
YOUR STYLE | YOUR HOME | YOUR BUSINESS

Visit www.SEreply.com keycode 4&0'"p
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