PLANNING | FINANCE | DESIGN | CONSTRUCTION | PRODUCTS | INTERIORS
I O ‘ | I e | | I O e r JUL/AUG 2017

b | 4ve

‘3 ~transiton
Tap ¥ oo % . =1 | -
e | (] |
it -~ Using bi-folding doors ¢
oo L.t stocreate harmonious

g% V= . indoor-outdoor living™

1

val Self Build &
| -visit for buddin

osing the

plot__ 7

The Be_rﬂ"{r'rfah‘é_"gelf-bui i

journey was anythipgbut smoo




(5lass
EXcellence

Wvrth some of the mosi &t

« Toughened glass
¢« Procesging

« CNC shaping

« Laminaied glass

* Toughensd and laminated
consiructions

«  EviA and Vanceva coloured interiays
* Fabric and decorative interiays
« Saflex DG4 streciural interkay

= Structural glagzing
» Glass floos

« Partitions

= Roof Bghts

« Balsirades

« Full height barriers
«  Canoples

= Starcasas
* Treads and siringers = Wall cladding
= Bhowear Screens # Splashbacks
= Shelving
= (3lass doors = Technical Support
" ACOUSIE Feducon
* Fire rated

= Specialist nsulating glass units

= Artl-slip glass

* Fire rated glass

= LIV bonding

# FIRMALITE slactric Swilchable glass
= Haaled glass

* Dacorative glass
= - Bandblastng

= Colorfirn™ back

painted glass

Iy

= Privacy

« Matsomwide Coverage

Further information is available from our sales and technical offices or visit www.firmanglass.com
Firman Glass, 19 Bates Road, Harold Wood, Romford, Essex RM3 OJH

Tel: 01708 374534 Fax: 01708 340511 Email: sales@firmanglass.com

\é Colorfirm rmempre (Y.

et

Firman

www.firmanglass.com

e


www.firmanglass.com

CONTENTS

JUL/AUG 2017

CASE STUDY
26

The best
laid plans

For many self-builders
finding a plot to build on
is the biggest hurdle, but
for one retired couple
using their own land
proved just as problematic
for a variety of reasons.
Roseanne Field reports

PRODUCTS

FINANCE &
INSURANCE 23

SITE PREPARATION

Building Products & Services 34

PRODUCT
FEATURES

Bi-fold doors
made clear

Bi-folding doors are not all built
equal - there are various factors
to consider before making a
purchase. Solarlux creates a
breakdown of the key areas for
consideration

45

Naturally beautiful

Stone Federation’s Matt Robb
discusses the visual appeal of
natural stone and what you
should consider before using it
in your self-build

43

Avoid design flaws
Toby Howard-Willis of JG

TR

2

Groundworks & Sewage Speedfit explains the ‘dos and REGULARS ALSO TH IS
Treatment ) 34 don'ts’ of installing insulation
Water & Damp Proofing 35 With an underfloor heating MONTH."
system 4

& EXTERIORS 55 Industry News 10

Everything under
Bi-Folding & Bespoke vs ready- 1 8 ything
Sliding Doors 36 ° made furniture one roof:
Cladding & Facades 35 Ask the Expert: The National Self
Doors, Windows & Both bespoke furniture and - pert. Build dR ti
Conservatories 40 ready made pieces have their Heat-saVIng showers uild an enovation
Heating & benefits and downfalls, so Centre haS a” the
Renewable Energy 43 Selfbuilder & Homemaker speaks .
Insu1|cation 48 " to two experts in the field 1 4 advice you need
Roofing 44 .
Stonework & Cast Stone 44 Secrets of Success:
Timber & Joinery a4 58 Chapter two of a 20

interi self-builder’s stor . N
FIXTURES & FINISHES Step up your interior y Interior Inspiration:
Complete Stair.System’s Nick Bathrooms &

Bathrooms & Wetrooms 20 Rackham explains how to choose
Coatings, Sealants & Paints 54 a custom-made staircase while H Stvling: Wetrooms
Fires & Fireplaces 57 sticking to a budget ome ty Ing:
Floors & Fgl,(oor Co;erings 60 Getting a modern 52
Furniture & Furnishings 55 . . .
Kitchens & Appliances 20 62 industrial kitchen look
Landscaping & See the light Pools, Spas &
External Finishes 61 66 Deckin
Lighting & Electrical 62 Omid Nikroo of Loxone UK g
Pools, Spas & Decking 52 shares some advice on smart Classified Showcase
Stairs, Balustrades & lighting and why you should i
Balconies 58 consider it for your build & Dlrectory
july/august 2017 www.sbhonline.co.uk 3



INDUSTRY NEWS

lfbu11 r

omema

PUBLISHER
Lesley Mayo

MANAGING EDITOR

James Parker

ASSISTANT EDITOR

Roseanne Field

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT

Sue Benson

PRODUCTION ASSISTANTS

Mikey Pooley, Shelley Collyer
& Carmen Simpson

SENIOR SALES EXECUTIVES
Sheehan Edmonds &
Nathan Hunt

DISPLAY SALES

Darren Brook

SALES EXECUTIVES

Suzanne Easter & Kim Friend

AUDIENCE DEVELOPMENT
MANAGER

Jane Spice

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Simon Reed

PUBLISHED BY

netmas
media

Cointronic House,
Station Road, Heathfield
East Sussex, TN21 8DF

ADVERTISING &

ADMINISTRATION
01435 863500
info@netmagmedia.eu
www.sbhonline.co.uk

EDITORIAL FEATURES

james@netmagmedia.eu

PRESS RELEASES

editorial@netmagmedia.eu

CIRCULATION ENQUIRES

circulation@netmagmedia.eu

%\lfbml er

omemaxker

p[vl -

Cover image © Solarlux
See page 37

EDITOR'S LETTER

ello and welcome to your new-look Selfbuilder & Homemaker! The
H team has been working hard to produce a great-looking new

design for the magazine and we hope you like it as much as we do.
We all know that first impressions are very important, but so are the
details. Just as you will be putting a lot of effort into getting the details
right on your self-build, we have also tried to get the little extra tweaks
right as they help the whole design work harmoniously. For example, as

well as a set of smart new fonts and layouts, we've introduced simpler
labelling and colour-coding of the product feature sections — providing a quick visual clue to tell
you exactly where to find information on the latest solutions for each area of your self-build.

We have also added a couple of new sections to give more advice and inspiration for self-builders
in future editions. In addition to Ask the Expert which we've been running for a while (answering

your questions on key innovations), we have introduced a Home Styling feature looking at how to
create a specific look in your interiors. Lastly, Secrets of Success will be providing stories from real

life projects on how self-builders have surmounted their obstacles. If you have any that you'd like
to share from your project, I'd love to hear from you — email me at james@netmagmedia.eu

James Parker

DIARY

HEAT & ENERGY WORKSHOP

19 AUGUST, SWINDON

The Heat & Energy Workshop is one of the eco
workshops run by the National Self Build and
Renovation Centre. It will provide education on
everything you need to know, from heat pumps
to solar panels. The workshop will also cover
the latest on Government incentives and the
costs involved with various heating options.
www.nsbrc.co.uk/eco-workshops

SELFBUILD & DESIGN SOUTH WEST

9-10 SEPTEMBER, EXETER

SelfBuild & Design South West offers visitors
the chance to attend seminars, masterclasses
and demonstrations and meet with a variety of
manufacturers, architects, builders and
designers from the region. There will also be
the opportunity get advice from the show’s
team of experts.
www.selfbuildanddesignshow.com/southwest

LONDON DESIGN FAIR

21-24 SEPTEMBER, LONDON

Held during London Design Week, London
Design Fair brings together 500 exhibitors from
all over the world to showcase the latest and
best furniture, textiles, lighting and materials.
The diverse exhibitors list ranges from small
independent design studios to large global
brands.

www.londondesignfair.co.uk

SELFBUILD BOOTCAMP
14 OCTOBER, BIRMINGHAM

Selfbuild Bootcamp attendees will be provided
with the crucial knowledge needed to
undertake a self-build project. Leading experts
will teach you everything you need to know on
planning, design, finance and managing a
project, ensuring your build is as smooth and
stress-free as possible.
www.selfbuildbootcamp.com

All Rights Reserved

Subscription costs just £18 for 6 issues, including post and packing. Phone 01435 863500 for details. Individual copies of the publication are available at
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No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, including photocopying, recording or
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and reliability of material published in Selfbuilder & Homemaker, the publisher can accept no responsibility for the claims or opinions made by contributors,
manufacturers or advertisers. Editorial contributors to this journal may have made a payment towards the reproduction costs of material used to illustrate
their products. The manufacturer of the paper used within our publication is a Chain-of-Custody certified supplier operating within environmental systems
certified to both ISO 14001 and EMAS in order to ensure sustainable production.

Printed in England
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Self-build sector records third
consecutive annual rise in growth

A report has revealed that the self- and custom-build
industry is growing at a rate of 6.25 per cent year on year,
marking its third consecutive year of growth.

At its current pace, the sector is estimated to reach 16,500
housing completions by 2020, according to the Self &
Custom Build Market Report. The report’s compilers said its
three-year forecast “implies an industry growth of 41 per
cent and an average industry value of £6bn, reinforcing the
sector's strategic role as a contributor to the Government's

housebuilding targets.”

The report is claimed to be the most comprehensive
analysis for the industry yet produced from associated
publicly-available data, and is supported by the National
Custom and Self Build Association (NaCSBA).

Commenting on the report’s significance, the association’s
chair Michael Holmes said: “We believe that this is the best
attempt yet at providing a single reference for information
on the custom- and self-build market. It will allow us and
others in the industry to better understand the motivations,
hurdles and aspirations of self-builders themselves and to
understand activity in the market, down to a level previously
undiscovered in terms of product choices and spend.”

The report is based on a survey of 500 self-builders who had
recently completed or are about to complete a project and
figures from HMRC and DCLG among other bodies.

New faces add
to NaCSBA's
strengths

The National Custom and Self Build
Association (NaCSBA) has announced
three new board members.

Mary Riley, a prominent figure in the
self-build mortgage market, has been
appointed as the organisation’s new self
build executive. She is a regular
contributor to a variety of self-build
media outlets and has experience of
consultations of local and national
Government level in relation to housing.

Gus Zogolovitch is NaCSBA's new
custom build representative. In 2013
he was elected to serve on the
NaCSBA executive committee and he
was responsible for setting up
London’s first custom-build developer
Inhabit Homes.

Taking on the role of marketing
representative is Nathan Garnet who
until recently ran Grand Designs Live
and has been an "essential part of
NaCSBA's Self Build on a Shoestring
competition” said NaCSBA.

Tk

1

|
i

COMPETITION SEEKS GRANNY ANNEXE ON A SHOESTRING

Now in its fifth year, the National Custom & Self
Build Association (NaCSBA)'s competition Self Build
on a Shoestring is back, searching for unique
designs to combat building challenges in the UK.

For 2017, the competition is themed around
housing for the elderly, and the winner will receive
£5,000 from Grand Designs Live.

In mainland Europe scores of modestly-priced
retirement communities have been built by local
people who have formed a group, commissioned
an architect to produce a design that meets their
needs, and then hired a builder. Homes are tailored
to each resident’s requirements and the
communities encourage interaction, healthier
lifestyles and mutual support.

NaCSBA commented that it is “time more
projects like that happen in the UK, which is why
this year’s competition challenges designers to devise an innovative low cost
granny annexe.” The designers also have to demonstrate how 30 of the homes
could be grouped together to create an “innovative retirement community.”

The individual homes must be constructed for less than £40,000, alternatively the
community of 30 homes as a whole — which must include a range of community
facilities — has a maximum budget of £1.5m.

The judging panel for the 2017 competition includes three well-known TV
architects — George Clarke, Piers Taylor and Charlie Luxton, plus other design and
self-build experts. The winner will be announced at Grand Designs Live at the NEC
in October, where the finalists will also be displayed. The deadline for entries is 21
September 2017.

To download a full brief visit www.nacsba.co.uk/selfbuildonashoestring

2016 winner Ecomotive

july/august 2017
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TOP TIPS FOR
SELF-BUILDERS

For those of us lucky enough to get the chance to take the challenge on, you will no doubt
understand that with the highs of the self-build dream come the perils of the design and build
process. Problems lead to delays and delays lead to spending more money trying to get the
job done. This can be a logistical nightmare as budgets need to be strictly adhered to as well
as juggling the role of project manager with normal, everyday life. Planning permission can also
be a sticking point - there are rules to follow and you must adhere to them to make sure your
project gels going.

We have helped quite a few self-builders over the years and know a thing or two about the
concerns that can arise. Here's a few tips to get you started on your journey:

DO YOU REALLY KNOW WHO YOU ARE WORKING WITH?

There are builders and contractors who may not be as reputable as you would think! The last
thing you need is to invest all your money into your new home only to realise that you haven't
got what you have paid for. It's a situation we've seen over the years and we don’t want it to
happen to you!

Before you decide to employ a builder and/or contractor, you should look at the following
actions to protect yourself against any dodgy dealers:

» Check their professional credentials - are they part of any professional trade bodies and/or
do they have any accredited qualifications that you can check against?

« Research online - look into self-build forums and communities online that offer advice on
mistakes to avoid and recommendations of trustworthy builders.

= Many self-builders choose the additional protection of a self-build warranty to cover against
any major defects in the first 10 years of the building's lifecycle. If your contractor has
agreed to organise putting this in place, but you haven't seen any evidence of this, you
can contact the warranty provider in question and check further details of the cover to be
provided.


www.premierguarantee.co.uk
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PROTECTING YOUR DREAM HOME

You should contact a warranty provider for two reasons:

Quality of your build - Having the support of an experienced warranty surveyor who has
worked with self-build projects can minimize the risk of problems occurring.

First hand surveyor sign off - It's a common myth that warranty providers can use third party
surveyor reports to approve builds and issue certificates. All inspections are undertaken and
signed off by our own surveyor network.

TIMING IS EVERYTHING

So, if you need a warranty in place, when is the bast time to sort it? Before you have even
thought about getting your boots dirty and digging holes, you should speak to a CML
approved warranty provider like Premier Guarantee. The earlier you get us involved, the easier

it will be to support you.

1 08444 120 888
W WWW.PREMIERGUARANTEE.CO.UK

Premier Guarantes | 2 Shore Lines Building | Shore Road | Birkenhead | Wirral | CH41 1AU
F 08444 120 333 | E info@premierguarantes.co.uk
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Building or Renovating?

selfbuild
bootcamp

THE HOME RENGVATION WORKSHOPS

14 OCTOBER 2017

Gallery Suites, NEC, Birmingham

PLUS FR(FE The UK's must-attend training day
ENTRYT
GRAND DESIGNS LIVE This one day interactive bootcamp provides

AT THE you with the knowledge and expertise to
tackle your project with confidence.

« 12 in-depth subjects to choose from

« Learn from the UK's top specialists

+ Discover how you can save time

and money

+ Source the latest technology for . ‘

your project

Limited spaces, book your full or half-day today! -
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Trio of announcements bolster self-build
association’s Task Force

The National and Custom Self Build Association (NaCSBA)'s Right to Build Task Force has announced its
new director Mario Wolf, as well as a self-build expert who will be joining his team, and the second
organisation which will be receiving its specialist support.

NaCSBA has appointed Wolf from the Government to lead the team as its founding director. He has
taken up the role while on secondment from the Department for Communities and Local Government
(DCLG). In 2015 Wolf was seconded to NaCSBA to lead a research and development project that
introduced the first comprehensive implementation toolkit for custom- and self-build housing in the UK.

At the DCLG he recently led the implementation of the Government's Starter Homes policy, and prior to
this Wolf led the introduction of the custom- and self-build homes programme which consequently led to
the introduction of Right to Build.

Commenting on his appointment, Wolf said: “I’'m delighted to be joining the Right to Build Task Force as its founding
director. As recognised in the Government's housing White Paper, the Task Force can play an important role in supporting the
delivery of significantly more affordable custom- and self-build homes.”

Mario Wolf

NEW EXPERTISE
NaCSBA also confirmed it has appointed a planning expert to the Task Force team, Joanne Ellingham, a senior consultant
within the planning and design firm HTA Design. Prior to joining HTA, Ellingham worked as a planning officer at Broadland
Council in Norfolk. She will work closely with Mario Wolf in advising projects.

Commenting on the announcements, Richard Bacon MP — who initiated the Right to Build legislation and is ambassador for
the Task Force — said: “I’'m very happy to see the Task Force taking big steps
forward to give advice so soon. | couldn’t think of a more suitable candidate
than Mario Wolf to lead it.”

EAST NORTHAMPTONSHIRE HELP

The Task Force has announced the second project to receive support, which
will begin “imminently” — advising East Northamptonshire Council on how
self- and custom-build housing can be promoted across the district. This will
include “the potential for the proposed Tresham Garden Village to include
this type of development.” The Task Force will also advise North
Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit on its ambition to bring forward
custom- and self-build across the wider North Northamptonshire area,
including six identified Sustainable Urban Extensions.

This follows the Task Force helping to research the potential for custom- and
self-build housing to play a significant role in a 1,100 home mixed-use
development for Buckinghamshire Advantage. Since its launch in February 2017,  HgESIESE
the Task Force has received “significant interest from organisations nationwide.” Hoat g

Research reveals four month wait for good builders

New research from the Federation of Master Builders (FMB) has revealed that home owners should book in their builder at
least four months before their project begins or “risk working with a cowboy”.

The research also shows that the majority of consumers don’t ask their builders for essentials such as a contract or
references when embarking upon a major piece of building work. Key statistics from the research show:
® More than 40 per cent of builders need at least four months notice from consumers who want to hire their firm.
® 90 per cent of builders say that the majority of home owners don’t ask for a written contract.

e 80 per cent of builders report that most consumers don't ask for an agreed payment schedule.

* Fewer than 10 per cent of builders say that clients normally request to see vital insurance policies such as public liability
or employer’s liability insurance.

FMB chief executive Brian Berry explained that consumers should be concerned if a builder is available at short notice. “If

a builder is free to start work tomorrow, alarm bells should ring,” he said. “Demand for building work is incredibly high at

the moment and it should be no surprise that almost one in two builders need to be contacted at least four months in

advance of when a client is looking to start a home improvement project.”

Berry also explained how home owners are leaving themselves vulnerable to problems with the wrong approach. “The
vast majority of builders say that most clients fail to ask for references and even fewer ask for a written contract on their
work,” he said. “There is a similar trend when it comes to asking for critical things like an agreed payment schedule and
key warranties on work. These protections really are essential to helping clients weed out the cowboys and mitigate
against any issues that could crop up during the build. A quality builder will insist on these things and if they don't,

consumers ought to question why.”

july/august 2017 www.sbhonline.co.uk 9



FEATURE

Everything you need
under one roof

Looking for guidance on your self-build? The National Self Build and
Renovation Centre in Swindon is the place to go for help with any
aspect of a project, as Roseanne Field reports

he National Self Build &
TRenovation Centre (NSBRC),

located just off the M4 in Swindon,
is a must-visit for any novice self-builder,
providing all the advice you could need
under one roof. The permanent
exhibition centre is home to an array of
experts and suppliers and plays hosts to
a number of events throughout the year.

The NSBRC, which celebrates its 10th
birthday this year, was launched by
mortgage broker BuildStore in 2007.
Since then it has welcomed more than
200,000 visitors, many of whom return
throughout their project for help, tips
and advice. It's believed to be the only
facility of its kind across the whole of
Europe, spanning 67,000 ft2.

Since November 2014 the NSBRC has
been owned and operated by The
Homebuilding Centre, an employee-
owned business. Last year alone the
centre is thought to have helped over
16,000 self-builders.

The centre is dedicated to serving a
growing self-build market, with more and
more people choosing to build their own
house every year. “Around 13,000
people will take on a self-build project
this year,” explains Harvey Fremlin,
NSBRC managing director. “They
benefit from a huge degree of choice;
from where the house is located, how it
is constructed, and the energy efficiency
of the building fabric through to the level
of finish they will enjoy once moved in.”

Offering advice on everything from
planning and finance to structural
elements and design, a visit to the
NSBRC is likely to prove invaluable.
Alongside its regular events, the centre
contains many features to guide and
educate visitors towards real solutions
to problems and ideas to make their
projects work better. “There are several
routes available to individuals wanting
to design and build a bespoke, well
finished, energy efficient home and the

More than 220 suppliers and manufacturers have stands

NSBRC provides the knowledge and
support people need to make an
informed decision on which route is
best for them,” says Harvey. “Our aim
is to inspire, educate, and provide
impartial advice.”

PLANNING & FINANCE

The NSBRC has elements to help self-
builders through every stage of their
project, starting with the things that
need addressing before a foundation is
dug or a brick laid. Finding a plot of land
is the first hurdle to contend with, and
one that many aspiring self-builders find
themselves falling at. BuildStore's
PlotSearch is believed to be the UK's
largest database of land available for
self-build, and has its own stand at the
NSBRC to help those who are struggling
to find a plot.

Another obstacle people often find
themselves facing is how a project will
be funded. While some are lucky
enough to have the cash available for a

The NSBRC is
designed to
help self-
builders

through every
stage of their
project

self-build, more often than not some
form of mortgage or loan will be
required. BuildStore also has a stand at
the centre dedicated to financial
planning, with a resident expert offering
advice on the various types of funding
available, from short-term loans to
specialist mortgages.

10 www.sbhonline.co.uk

july/august 2017



FEATURE

GETTING YOUR HOUSE BUILT

Of course the most substantial — and
potentially most daunting — part of any
project is the build process itself.
"Please don't feel nervous if you have
never set foot on a building site!”
Harvey says. “The majority of our visitors
are not in the building trade, and we will
help you understand the various stages
involved in a building project.”

The NSBRC is laid out as an
‘educational journey’, designed to take
visitors through the chronology of a self-
build. The journey has been broken
down into six core phases: ‘plan & site
set-up’, ‘groundworks’, ‘walls &
structure’, ‘roof’, ‘services’ and finishes’.

The ‘plan & site set-up’ area has been
created to educate self-builders on the
jobs that need taking care of before
work begins. A range of equipment is on
display such as mixers, cranes and
excavators, as well as information on
how to make sure things such as water,
power (and portaloos!) are ready for the
contractors. Tips are also provided on
how to run and manage your site.

The ‘groundworks’ zone is broken
down into three sub-sections. The first
section focuses on foundations — looking
at which are right for your site and
specifically its soil — as well as various
floor systems. The next section gives the
lowdown on the all-important
underground services that need
consideration, such as drainage. The
final section gives visitors the chance to
consider the design and construction
challenges of building a basement.

The next stop is the ‘walls & structure’
zone — one of the centre’s most popular
exhibits due to the impact it has on the
overall design and look of a house. The
zone displays both new and ‘tried and
tested’ construction systems, with
various combinations of materials
chosen based on individual
performance, and how they work as an
overall system. Each wall also features a
different type of intermediate flooring.

The roof’ zone showcases four types
of construction type: cut or traditional,
attic truss, structural insulated panels
(SIPs) and fink trusses. The displays also
feature options for coverings, dormers,
rainwater disposal and chimneys. The
section demonstrates to visitors how
roofs can be used as additional living
spaces and provides information on the
various choices of prefabrication that
can speed up the build process.

The ‘services’ zone addresses issues
such as how you can heat your home
and its hot water and how you'll light
and ventilate it, with energy efficiency at
the forefront. A variety of systems and

Renovation House

The courses held at the NSBRC are some of the centre’s most popular and
useful offerings, covering everything you need to know to successfully complete
your project on time and on budget. Here are the views of two satisfied

attendees:

“It's been the best value for money I've spent in a long time, the course paid for
itself on day one, mostly through lots of good advice that will help us to save
significant money on our self-build project as well as ensuring we make better

informed decisions.”

“[ attended the Self Build course with absolutely no knowledge whatsoever and
was worried that | would look a bit of a fool among others on the course. It was
reassuring to find out that, despite our varied projects, we were all beginners
with a similar level of understanding. | now feel | am well informed and can
confidently talk to architects, planners, builders and contractors with a good
depth of knowledge and understanding behind me. | left feeling very positive

and excited.”

options are on display, such as heat
pumps and boilers, to help you decide
what will work for your project as all such
decisions will impact the performance
rating of your self-build.

The last zone on the educational
journey is the ‘finishes zone’, exhibiting
a range of staircases, doors, floors and
wall finishes. Every Saturday at 12 pm
NSBRC staff offer a guided tour of the
educational journey.

The help desk (open Wednesday to
Sunday) offers visitors the chance to
speak one to one with in-house experts
on topics ranging from “planning to
budgeting and plot finding to Building
Regulations,” Harvey Fremlin explains.
“A common question we get asked is
‘what materials shall | build my house
with?" We can show examples of many
different building methods including oak
frame, insulating concrete formwork
(ICF), brick and block, structurally

insulated panels (SIPs), Passivhaus and
more. Crucially, we can explain the pros
and cons of each.”

DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS

A permanent show home is on display at
the centre, offering an example of the
type of house and finish that can be
achieved. The show home is a 2,300 ft?
Potton Ruskin house, part of the
company’s Renaissance collection. It
demonstrates how a modern interior
with all the latest smart home
technology can blend with the type of
traditional-looking exterior that's likely
to satisfy planning authorities. It also
allows you to see what kit home
providers like Potton can offer, beyond
the frame and its construction.

The NSBRC features a zone dedicated
entirely to the restoration and
refurbishment of older properties, as
opposed to new builds. The zone is

july/august 2017
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FEATURE

The NSBRC
features a zone

dedicated

entirely to the
refurbishment
and restoration
of older houses

designed to help those working on any
kind of renovation project — be it
completely overhauling a house that's
seen better days or simply modernising
a dated property.

The main attraction here, and one of
the highlights of the whole centre, is the
Renovation House, which is a recreation
of an old and dilapidated property that
transforms into a dream home. "With
careful planning, renovating a house can
be one of your best investments, or your
motivation may be to turn an ancient
wreck into a family home,” Harvey says.
"In either case, a tour of the Renovation
House is a must.”

The house — which is typical of a
property built during the interwar period
— features problems such as damp,
damaged brick/stonework, leaky
guttering, broken window frames and
rotten timbers. “The house shows the
four main stages you will need to
follow,” Harvey explains. “Assessment
and design, strip out/build down,
renovation first fix and final finishes.”

A 30-minute audio tour — with
commentary provided via a hard hat
with built in speakers — guides visitors
through the renovation process,
highlighting common problems,
recommending solutions and explaining
step-by-step how to refurbish such a
property. “While not a complete blank
canvas, major renovation projects will
throw up similar choices to new builds
and many of the options available in a
new build can be applied,” says Harvey.

The centre also offers midday guided
tours of the house every Friday and
Sunday with its resident technical expert.

TRADE VILLAGE

Here is where you'll find the centre’s
permanent exhibitors, divided into
categories such as Professional Services
& Associations, Foundations &
Groundworks, and Roofing & Roofing
Structures. Over 220 suppliers and

manufacturers have stands in the centre,
showcasing up-to-date products and
technologies in the self-build market.
The NSBRC is claimed to be the only
place in the UK where customers have
access to these products all year round.
Many of the exhibitors’ products are
also showcased in various exhibitions
throughout the centre, allowing you to
view them in-situ, as they would appear
in your home, as well as on the stand.
Visitors are also issued with scanners,
allowing you to request further
information from the specific exhibitors’
products that you're interested in.

EVENTS

One of the NSBRC's biggest selling
points is the variety of events that take
place within it through the year. These
range from workshops and courses to
exhibitions, covering everything
budding self-builders need to know.

The National Self Build & Renovation
Show and The Big Green Home Show
each take place over a three-day period.
Along with the regular features of the
centre, the shows include live
demonstrations and seminars as well as
the chance to network with and learn
from fellow self-builders. “The shows are
the ideal opportunity to discover how
the concept of self-building works or
simply to explore the options for
injecting new life into your existing
home,” explains Harvey.

Free workshops are also on offer on
key topics that combined together cover
everything you need to know, says the
NSBRC. Four eco workshops are
available, covering matters from
sustainability-oriented design and
planning to heat and energy. A design
and build workshop also runs four times
a year, teaching you how to take full
control of your project, including the
undertaking of all or part of the
construction.

Held in association with RIBA, an Ask
an Architect programme runs five times
a year, offering a 25-minute consultation
during which you can talk through any
ideas or aspects you might need advice
on. These sessions must be booked in
advance.

In addition to the free workshops
three in-depth, paid-for courses are run
by the NSBRC for those who “want to
be more involved in their project,”
explains Harvey. The one-day project
management course, costing £150,
covers everything from budgeting and
insurance to site management and
health and safety. The heat and energy
course (also a one-day session costing
£150) aims to simplify what can be a

complex and confusing topic, explaining
the basics and solutions available.

The most comprehensive offering is
the three-day self build course, which
costs £375 and covers a total of 11
topics. These include design and
specification, Building Regulations and
eco legislation, providing an all-in-one
introduction to the world of self-build.
“All our courses are packed with useful
hints and tips from the experts to help
you save money and stay on budget,”
Harvey says.

For more information on the centre visit
www.nsbre.co.uk

TESTIMONIALS

“Brilliant in every way. Drove
down from North Wales and was
there for about three hours. It's a
must do for people considering
self-build as you will learn a lot.
My wife and | both left there
excited about a potential self-
build!”

Wesley Jones, via Facebook

“BuildStore, the National Self
Build & Renovation Centre and its
various partners have been
invaluable — | cannot fault their
expertise and advice — they have
really made this project much
easier, and cheaper, for us!”

Paul Vaughan, via BuildStore

“On the recommendation of a
friend who knows our interest in
starting out on renovation projects
and hopefully, new build, my wife
and | visited the NSBRC. From the
outset, the welcome was warm
and the information available was
very impressive and extremely
useful.”

Peter Cornthwaite, via BuildStore

“Whether you are a self-builder
planning a whole house, or
thinking of extending, NSBRC is
worth a visit either with your
architect or on your own to
understand how bespoke you
can be.”

Richard Bowman, via Facebook

“Blown away, this place really
does have everything you need
for new builds and extensions”
Shane Reeve, via Facebook

july/august 2017
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Chapter two: preparing

for

emolition

When we heard from first-time self-builders Sarah and Andy Ball in the last
issue, they were at a crossroads, unsure if their Derby build would go
ahead. Things have changed however, and the demolition notices are in

en we left you last time,
we were on tenterhooks.
A decision had to be made

about number 41. We were living in

a house that needs to either be knocked
down or have major surgery. After losing
two builders we had to decide whether
to abandon plans to rebuild and refurbish
the existing house instead. There was a
third option, although very unlikely, which
was to find a project manager to oversee
the build.

It was our architect Dan who came up
trumps. He was working with a project
manager called Paul on a modern house
build just two miles from our plot,
and better still there was a chance he
would be available. We didn't hesitate.
We asked Dan to set up a meeting
straight away.

While all this was going on, Andy and
| were also working on Plan B. We were

in talks with a local building company
who seemed keen to refurbish our
house. After two meetings, discussions
of plans and a site visit to a property
they had completely refurbished, we
were hopeful that they would be able
to bring in a proposal on budget.

Anyway, we met up with project
manager Paul and he seemed up for
building the house. He charges a flat
fee and works with a team of people
he trusts.

At the first meeting, he reckoned
he could build the house within
our budget. He did some calculations
based on the house that he's currently
working on. We decided to take it to
the next level and get some more
accurate figures. Meeting number two
went well. The first things he worked on
were coming out at the right prices and
it looked pretty likely that rest of the

There have been a

couple of issues on
the later costings —
Brexit has hit

us, and steel prices
are up

costings would follow suit.
Paul is now our project manager.
He got started on fleshing out the
pricing and started the ball rolling on
getting the house ready for demolition
- including moving the gas and electrics
a safe distance away from the action.
There have been a couple of issues
on the later costings — Brexit has hit
us, and steel prices are up. There was

14 www.sbhonline.co.uk
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I am a savvy
shopper and will
happily do my
research to get the
best prices

almost £23,000 of steel in the design to
hold up the cantilevers and give the
nine metre sliding door protection
against deflection. The other part of the
build that was coming in far higher on
cost was the foundations. We had al-
ready had a survey of the soil and from
the calculations knew we would need
additional depth on the side next to
the trees in the car park.

Paul would see if he could get better
prices on these and in the meantime we
would look at compromises in other
areas. We could remove budget out of
the bathrooms, kitchen, staircase, wall
and floor finishes. Having done a few
refurbishment projects before, | like
this part of the process. | am a savvy
shopper and will happily do my research
to get the best prices.

MAKING SENSIBLE CHOICES

Next up for consideration was the air
source heat pump, underfloor heating
and HVAC. This was something we
discussed from early on. We can see the
advantages of storage batteries for

the long term and felt a good way to
reduce long term running costs would
be to make the house self-sufficient

for power through a combination of
solar thermal and PV, air source, an
oversized water tank to store energy and
a battery wall. Although we hoped we
would never have to do it, we wanted to
be able to go off grid should power
outages become a big issue.

But battery prices are up, making our
return on investment less favourable.

A gas boiler to power the underfloor
heating would be a reasonable option.
We can keep the HVAC as the benefits
of air changes and keeping dust levels
low, are important to us.

We also looked at window and door
systems for the house at the FIT Show,
a trade show for the glazing industry.
We were there as exhibitors with our
marketing agency, but it didn't stop
us having a good look round at all the
systems we might need for our build.
Aluminium sliding doors were definitely
in vogue, and there were loads of new
products on display. All the main UK

-y
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manufacturers had stands and they all
seemed to be offering bigger door leafs
and slimmer frames.

It was great to see because our
biggest consideration is the sliding
doors from the open plan living space
to the garden. Given the span for
these doors is almost nine metres,
we want to make sure that we have the
slimmest frames to gain the maximum
effect from our architect’s designs.
We're also keen to work with a
reputable UK manufacturer so we can
avoid the horror stories you see on TV
when the glazing turns up weeks or
even months late.

We also saw some very good looking
aluminium windows that would fit our

design just perfectly. We are looking
for something that has a chamfered or
curved bead as the very square edged
systems might look too commercial
for our house.

And finally, good news! Project man-
ager Paul is due to meet with the steel
manufacturers. He thinks that there’s an
argument for reassessing the steel and
that could have a knock-on effect to the
foundations — he's talking about shaving
up to £10,000 off the prices.

We are waiting for the gas and elec-
tric suppliers to come back with a date,
and then the house can be demolished.

Look out for the next chapter of Sarah
and Andy’s story later in the year

july/august 2017

www.sbhonline.co.uk 15



Looking for a bespoke home, @
tailored to you? s
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Self Build Show Centre
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MILCHESTER WICKHAMBROOK ELSWORTH GRANSDEN CAXTON

Potton'’s stunning show homes will
Inspire your imagination.

Potton have been designing homes for self builders for over 50 years.
Five stunning houses have been brought to life at the Potton Show Centre
in St Neots, Cambridgeshire.

! ! We visited the show centre and were
able to walk around the houses and
get a real feel for the design. ,,

Carol & Andy Whitehouse

!! After visiting the Potton Self Build Show Centre
we loved the look and ‘feel’ of the Gransden so ;“
much, we knew that was the style we wanted
to base our new home on. ,,

David Peake

Keep

SEETHE |
UK'S FIRST
PERMANENT |

TUES - FRI:
9AM - 5PM

SAT:

with this
voucher*

*Simply hand this voucher to a member of staff in reception at the
Potton show centre. One mug per voucher. SBH

___________________________________

10AM - 4PM

MILL LANE,
LITTLE PAXTON,
ST NEOTS PE19 6EF

PASSIVHAUS

Find out more & watch the video at Potton.co.uk/showhomes

BEAUTIFULLY TAILORED


www.potton.co.uk/showhomes

INDUSTRY NEWS

Potton celebrates 25 years of helping
self-builders’ dreams come true

Self-build specialist Potton is celebrating the 25th
anniversary of its Self Build Show Centre, which is located
in St Neots in Cambridgeshire.

The centre was opened in 1992, when building your own
home was still a relatively new concept. It was created “to
help introduce self-building to the British public, giving
visitors the opportunity to see, feel and experience how a
self-build home could look,” said Potton.

The centre has expanded and increased its show home
offering from three to five. These show homes offer a
visual representation of what can be achieved as well as
helping visitors understand what self-build means and how
it works.

Originally just manufacturing timber frame kit homes,
Potton has now evolved into a multi-faceted business
that offers a diverse package of services and products to
self-builders.

The Self Build Show Centre is now also home to Potton’s
Self Build Academy, which sees the company run over 14 Potton’s rectory-style design; The Milchester
different courses and events to guide self-builders through
every stage of building a home.

Mark Stevenson, Potton’s managing director commented
on the anniversary: “The Self Build Show Centre has been
the jewel in the self-build crown for the past 25 years and
we are exceptionally proud that Potton’s founder Peter
Hutchinson had the vision and belief to create it.”

He continued: “Over the years the centre has seen many
changes and additions and has shaped trends and
innovations within the self-build sector. With the
introduction of the Right to Build Act in 2016 and the
growing interest in custom-build, the show centre is more
popular than ever.”

Potton are currently working on improving the centre
further, as Stevenson explained: “We are constantly
rejuvenating the show centre, making it relevant and
inspirational for today’s self-builder and have
implemented an ongoing programme of refurbishment
and renewal.” He explained further: “Following last year’s
successful remodelling of The Gransden and the
construction of The Elsworth show home - a
contemporary home built to Passivhaus standards — we
are now embarking on our next major investment on the
site, the renovation of one of our original homes, The
Milchester.”

Looking to the future, Stevenson concluded: “The
continued success and ongoing popularity of the Self
Build Show Centre demonstrates that Potton is still at the
forefront of self-building in the UK and we are dedicated
to forging ahead with Peter’s pioneering ambitions to
inspire a whole new generation of self-builders. We're
ready for and looking forward to the next 25 years!”

With self-build completions now estimated at around
13,000 per year, the Self Build Show Centre has played a
significant role in the self-build revolution. It is “recognised
as a key education hub for aspiring self-builders,”
commented the firm, and is “a must-see for anyone
thinking about building their own home.”

The Self Build Show Centre is open Tuesday — Friday
from 9 am-5 pm and Saturday 10 am-4 pm (last admission
at 3.30 pm).

B
n

The Caxton, apopular traditio

al d-esign, now updated
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ASKTHE EXPERT

Shower power

Ashley Prescott of Power-Pipe discusses how
waste water heat recovery can stop you throwing
money down the drain every time you shower

n terms of the practicalities, waste

water heat recovery (WWHR) couldn’t

be more straightforward. A WWHR
system is essentially a length of copper
piping which works by recovering heat
from outgoing shower waste water and
using this to pre-heat incoming cold
shower water. This helps to save energy,
lower hot water bills and also to cut
down CO, emissions.

By recycling heat energy in this way,
you not only increase the amount of
available hot water in a home, you also
reduce the load on its heating system.
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WHY INSTALL IT?

Wasted hot water is a huge untapped
resource in UK housing. That's why it is
important to have a good
understanding of technologies like
WWHR which can make showering
and other hot water processes more
energy efficient.

Believe it or not, a shower uses more
energy than any other appliance in the
home. To put that into perspective, the
average UK shower lasts eight minutes

and uses the same amount of energy as:

® boiling a kettle 22 times

e leaving the TV turned on for 26 hours
® running a laptop for 36 hours

¢ having an LED light on for 13 days.

Up to 90 per cent of heat produced
during showering is lost down the drain
but most of it is recoverable through
installing a WWHR system.

The bottom line is that WWHR
systems can be up to 70 per cent
efficient and are compatible with all
types of heating systems.

WHAT ARE THE COST-SAVINGS

SELF-BUILDERS CAN EXPECT?

Put simply, installing a WWHR system
can save up to 10 per cent a year

on annual energy bills or 500 Kwh
per person.

In a typical household, this could be a
cost saving of £80 to £100 a year, and
the more people using the shower, the
greater the energy saving returns.

As well as cost savings, waste water
heat recovery also reduces annual
carbon emissions by between 300 kg
and 1000 kg. This obviously depends
on how long people spend in the
shower and what fuel they use to heat

their water. These systems have no
moving parts or components. You don't
need to switch them on or off. So once
fitted, it's job done as they require no
maintenance or user interaction.

Also, if they are made entirely from
copper, they are expected to last the
life-span of the building and will
continually save energy every time the
shower is in use.

IS ITA GOOD WAY TO HELP MEET

BUILDING REGULATIONS?

If you are building a new home, WWHR
is a no-brainer. Not only will it save
energy and reduce your carbon
footprint, it could also keep building
costs down.

Believe it or not, it is the most cost-
effective way of increasing a Standard
Assessment Procedure (SAP) score —
required to pass Building Regulations —
something you will have to familiarise
yourself with if you are building your
own home.

Dependant on the model or size,
these systems can cost between £250 to
£750 to buy and install but can offer a
generous SAP uplift in the region of two
to 12 per cent. This is the equivalent
energy saving to triple glazing or solar
thermal, but at a fraction of the cost. It
could also be the difference you need
to achieve compliance on a home —
without breaking the bank.

Return on investment is typically
around five to six years based upon an
occupancy of four people.

HOW DO YOU INSTALL WWHR?

Installation is normally undertaken by a
professional plumbing or mechanical
contractor and takes less than an hour
to complete.

If it is going into a new home, the
process is straightforward as these
systems come with specialist design or
commissioning. If you choose a 110 mm
diameter model, it's even simpler, as it
replaces a section of the soil stack.

If the WWHR comes with 22 mm
connections, this again means less work
is required by the installer. This is
because there is no need to reduce the
size of the incoming mains water feed
(also 22 mm) which would restrict the
flow of the water passing through it.

When choosing a WWHR system, we
would always advise you to opt for a
model which has a twin wall between
the waste and potable water. This helps
to avoid any possible cross
contamination between the water

18 www.sbhonline.co.uk
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supplies and will also allow for a leak to
be detected if one occurs.

HOW DO YOU SET IT UP?

There are three ways to set up a waste
water heat recovery system. The most
effective way is according to the System
A configuration where the pre-warmed
water from the WWHR unit is connected
to the shower and the water heater. This
provides maximum performance and
energy savings.

In some cases, where the System A
configuration is not possible, it may be
necessary to install according to System
B (pre-heated water to shower only) or
System C (pre-heated water to water
heater only), however this will reduce
efficiency performance.

IS IT WORTH RETROFITTING?

Retrofitting is more complicated as it is
usually difficult to access the pipework
of a building. That said, we have worked
with self-builders who have successfully
done this and have case studies on our
website for anyone looking to do it.
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IS THERE ANYTHING ELSE | NEED
TO KNOW?

Other design requirements you need to

consider with WWHR include:

e it needs to be installed vertically and
inside the building;

e it must be fitted on the floor below the
shower — this is why it can’t be used in
a bungalow or ground floor flat;

* WWHR is compatible with all water
heaters but will not provide any
savings if used with electric showers.
This is because electric showers
cannot regulate both temperature
and flow rate.

Ashley Prescott is UK director at
Power-Pipe

A convincing entrance

Chilstone Architectural Stonework’s Kate Walker discusses the use of cast
stone as an alternative to natural stone to create an impressive entrance

beautiful entrance can add that
Acrucial wow factor to a property,

while also boosting its value. Cast
stone is a cost effective way of producing
a wide range of impressive stone porches
and columns that look like the real deal.
It's suitable for a range of homes — from
new builds to restoration projects.

CLASSICALLY DESIGNED NEW BUILD

An impressive new build in Kent was
designed as a classic but elegant house,
in keeping with the surrounding village
properties with a timeless design. A local
company handcrafted and supplied
many stonework pieces, including the
cast stone portico — a major focal point
that makes this house stand out — as well
as stone window surrounds that add
stature and fine detailing. Porticos are
made to order and can be scaled up for

larger properties to a double size, for a
truly grand entrance.

OLD BUT NEW - RESTORATION ON A BUDGET
The owners of a Cornish property
wanted to reinstate columns that had
been removed from the entrance. They
had searched the country for fluted
columns to match the ones depicted in
an old photograph they had found that
had been taken of the house several
decades earlier. Fluted columns were
eventually sourced from a cast stone
manufacturer to match the original
design. The client had existing
foundations so the simple addition of a
pedestal block was inserted with the
fluted columns to achieve the required
height. The addition of a timber roof
structure restored the house to its former
glory for around £1,500.

WEIGHT-BEARING MODERNITY

Cast stone can also be reinforced with
concrete and steel in order to take
significant weight, combing beauty and
strength. In another project, this type of
stonework was used for a very
contemporary design. The architect
worked with a local cast stone maker
from the planning stages of the project,
creating a modern design using a
versatile stone product.

july/august 2017
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INTERIOR
INSPIRATION:

1. The unique shape and iridescent
finish of the Mosaics Solitaire
Landscape tiles means they can be
used to create a dramatic and
eye-catching centrepiece in your
bathroom. The tiles measure 290 x 206
x 10 mm and are priced at £16.95

per piece. They're available to buy
from Original Style.
www.originalstyle.com

2. The timeless design of the
Montefresco bath will make a bold

The bathroom is the ultimate relaxation room, a

place where you can escape from the stresses statement in any baﬁhr%orln- t isgvailable
. . in any colour from the Dulux Trade or
and pressures of day-to-day life. But being Farrow & Ball ranges or Albion’s

relaxing doesn’t mean it has to be plain or boring, burnished metallc finishes, gold, iron
) . or bronze (pictured). The Montefresco
as our selection of great sanitaryware, baths and s available from the Albion Bath

CL - Company priced from £2,750.
fU rnlSh |ngs ShOWS www.albionbathco.com
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3. This Abbey bathroom suite
incorporates the flexibility of a modern
P-shaped bath — allowing you to
choose between a bath or shower —
with the beauty of a traditional,
Victorian style toilet, basin and taps.
The bath comes as either left or right
hand. The suite is available from
Bathroom Takeaway for £399.97.
www.bathroomtakeaway.co.uk

4. The concrete Cloud Shelf was
designed by Bertrand Jayr for the

Lyon Béton design house and offers a
practical yet fun place to store your
toilet paper. Once stacked the toilet
rolls become a part of the shelf's overall
design. The shelf is available from
NOXU Home for £145.
www.noxuhome.co.uk

5. The Kilmore LED Mirror features a
strip of LED lighting on either side as
well as an incorporated 3 x magnifying
mirror with a light surround. The mirror
has an on/off sensor switch and
measures 500 x 775 mm. It's available
to buy from Frontline Bathrooms for
a price of £315.
www.frontlinebathrooms.co.uk

6. Freestanding baths are often seen in
more traditional styles, but the Cara
Bath has been designed with a much
more modern look in mind. It has a
matte finish and integrated overflow,
and measures 1,700 x 750 mm. The
bath is available to buy from The Pure
Bathroom Collection by Smiths Briten
for £1,890.
www.purebathroomcollection.co.uk

i

I
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INTERIOR INSPIRATION

EXCELLENT

| OPEN7  FREE

DAYS A WEEK Home Measure Click & Collect
& 3D Design

& TRUSTPILOT
FREE
B

E\CLUSI\ E FOR SELFBUILDERS |

[ |

Get an extra 20% off |
BATHROOMS & TILES

Use discount code: SBH
Online or In Store. Offer Ends 30.09.17

-:.-:-,.;,,E_m @ Order By Phone 0330 660 1120
E AS Y BAT H RO O M S @ Order Online easybathrooms.com
SIMPLY LUXURIOUS 0 Order In Store (Nationwide)

UK'’s largest bathroom & tile 13 Stores located across the country
distribution centre

*Terms and conditions apply. E & OE

Guaranteed system safety for the whole floor to wall system ... wedi

wedi's versatile products and system components are not only highly practical and reliable, but they also open up a whole new world of

design possibilities for wetrooms and bathrooms.
All components are designed to interlock and work with other wedi system components and accessories , that truly complete your shower

installation and waterproofing system.
ﬂ ot E eaing e et E onste B sccestle larz\fg!iatg):s ey
i insulati i i i ibl
waterproo insulating weight be tiled on site accessible time and money

Think quality... Think reassurance... Think versatility... Think sa.. Wemedli

Y

|

&_ wedi Systems (UK) Ltd - Unit 4 Mercury Park - Mercury Way - Trafford Park - M417LY - Tel: 0161 864 2336 - Fax: 0161 864 1323 c E
BBAE-. https://www.facebook.com/wediuk - info@wedi.co.uk - www.wedi.co.uk - https://twitter.com/wediuk e J-
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INTERIOR INSPIRATION FINANCE & INSURANCE

CRL Stone launches Ceralsio tiles

Ceralsio tiles from CRL Stone are made from porcelain, a hard-wearing,
non-porous material that makes the ideal floor surface for all areas of
the home, including the kitchen and bathroom. Flooring in the
bathroom needs to be water-proof, easy to clean and hard wearing.
Ceralsio from CRL Stone is a porcelain surface that meets all these
requirements. Durable and non-porous, Ceralsio is the ideal material
for use in the bathroom, available in two thicknesses — 6mm for wall
cladding and 10mm for floor tiling - and a large choice of tile sizes from
30 x 30cm to 150 x 300cm. Totally impermeable, porcelain is
completely stain and scratch resistant, making it a suitable choice for
the family bathroom, downstairs cloakroom or master en-suite. Because
it is a non-porous surface, the build-up of bacteria or mould is
prevented, while no extra care or special products are needed to clean
it. A mild cleaning product is all that is required to keep the flooring
looking as good as new. Available in 25 colours, Ceralsio tiles tap into
the latest trends in interior design, offering a natural palette that will
work in harmony with the bathroom’s sanitaryware and furniture. Team
the porcelain flooring with a countertop made from the same durable
material for continuity of design throughout the bathroom. For more
information call CRL Stone or visit the company’s website.

01706 863 600 www.ceralsio.co.uk

www.wetroominnovations.com
01629 815500

Wetrooms made |easy

N A XX U S
THE 3RD GENERATION WET DECK

With our featured Maxxus Wet Deck Kit
(the strongest on the market), easy-to-use
tanking kits or membranes, and a wide
selection of drains, it's easy to install a
luxurious wetroom anywhere in the home.
Add on our designer grids and extensive
range of stylish accessories and it's easy to
find the right product for any environment.
Ask for our latest Price List today!

WETROOM

IMNMNOVATIOMS .COM

STRUCTURAL WARRANTY SELF

SITE INSURANCE
SITESURVEYS

Self-Build Zone provides Site Insurance
and liability cover for anyone starting
new building works, as well as covering
any existing structures on site.

Our Approved Inspectors can |
facilitate all survey services you may
need during the build or for the
warranty provision. On completion,
Build-Zone can provide you with a

10 Year Structural Warranty.

For more information or to obtain a quotation go online at

WWW.SELFBUILDZONE.COM

or Call the Self-Build Zone Team on

0345 230 9874
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SPONSORED FEATU
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Could timber frame give you
more space in your self-build

home?

elf-builders who have begun
Sdesigning their dream home will

have quickly realised three things.
Firstly, the floor area — the internal living
space — drives the market value of your
home. Secondly, the size of your new
home - its external footprint — is limited
by the plot and planning permission.
Finally, it will have soon become
apparent that space comes at a cost.

While there are other considerations,

the living space your new home offers is
key when it comes to its value; the more
floor space it has, the higher it will be
valued. But providing more floor space

ABOVE: A typical Kingspan Ultima timber frame wall build-up

BELOW: Figure 1

WALL THICKMNESS TO ACHIEVE DU 1 TWIMZK
AX5emam

by simply building a bigger home will of LR ARl RL L INSULATSON TYPE

course mean spending more money —

ey Y R Y Ty

construction costs fall on average at {Masorey |madiurm derwes blodd | Cawity MR board Jixmm
around £1,400 per m2. Fortunately, Hln-qmmp:ﬂ [EPS parrrurant formmaonk 451mm
Tarrshar drarras K gaan Koniham Fdmm

technological product advances now
mean there are ways to release extra
space, without increasing the overall
footprint.

HOW DO YOU FIND FREE SPACE?

The answer to this is simple: it's in the
walls. When specifying build systems
many self-builders are driven solely by
cost, ignoring factors such as
performance and thickness. It's relatively
easy to achieve reasonable levels of
thermal efficiency with insulation, but if
the material chosen isn't high
performing then more of it will be
required, therefore meaning walls will
be thicker and floor space
compromised.

Similarly, many self-builders look to
renewable technology for thermal
efficiency, but these products can end
up taking up even more of that all-
important space.

The solution is to build thermal
performance into the building fabric,
which often represents good value for

money when compared with other
options. Products such as Kingspan’s
Kooltherm used within a timber
structural wall offer high thermal
performance without compromising
on space. Figure 1 compares some
typical systems used with a brick
external skin, all providing a U-value of
0.17 W/m?K (inclusive of service zones
and internal finishes where applicable).

This demonstrates that both the
structural material and insulation type
can have a significant impact on the
overall wall thickness — providing up to
an extra 139 mm of space around the
entire perimeter. On an 8 metre x 10
metre two-storey house that could
mean an extra 9 m? of internal
floor space.

For an even better U-value of 0.13
W/m?K the Kingspan Ultima system
can be used with the setup shown in
Figure 1 to provide a wall thickness of
just 337 mm.

WHAT COULD YOU DO WITH 9 M? OF

EXTRA SPACE?

Aside from utilising the extra space
yourself, when it comes to selling your
home that extra space could pay
dividends. In Bedfordshire, Zoopla
values detached homes at £3,400 per
m?, so 9 m? of extra space could add
up to £30,600 to the finished home
value. Or, if your budget is tight, you
could even reduce the overall house
size, saving you over £12,600 in

build costs!

If you're building a detached home
then Kingspan Timber Solutions offer a
range of timber frame and SIP systems
and can work with you and your
architect to find the best solution for
your self-build.

01767 676400
www.kingspantimbersolutions.co.uk/
self-build

ind see how m

Tak@ the Kmqspan Space Test

'||| B

Slmpl-..r submit your drawmqs T::nr your 5:}arze=galn calc uiat'mn
www. kingspantimbersolutions.co.u
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THE BEST LAID PLANS

For many self-builders, finding a plot to build on is the biggest hurdle, but
for one retired couple using their own land proved just as problematic, for a
host of reasons. Roseanne Field reports

tucked in to a tight site behind large trees

and bushes, it's hard to fathom why Alan
and Elizabeth Berryman'’s self-build in the
desirable East Sussex town of East Grinstead
would have initially been refused planning
permission.

But the couple’s journey has by no means
been an easy one.

Their substantial and elegant current house,
built in the 1960s, is situated in a large plot at
the end of a long driveway, the garden
including a small parcel of land to the front
where they initially decided to build a modest
new home for Elizabeth’s elderly mother.
Sectioned off by an assortment of trees, the
plot is in line with various other houses that
have been built on adjacent plots throughout
the years.

S et back from the main A22 road and

TWO-YEAR STRUGGLE
The first hurdle was arranging a meeting with a
planning officer — at a cost of £100 — at
Haywards Heath Council, to discuss the way
forward. Showing up for the appointment,
they found they were meeting someone
who dealt only with extensions and couldn’t
help them.

They were told that while there was no
guarantee they would meet the relevant

A visit to Grand
Designs Live proved to
be a turning point

person, they would have to apply for
another meeting, and find another £100.
Upon hearing this, “my mouth dropped
open,” says Elizabeth, who ran a chocolate
shop before retiring, adding: “The more |
try to find out about planning, the more |
realise | don’t know.”

Nevertheless they persevered, and it was
during this second meeting they discovered
that their proposed plot was classified as 'C1
countryside’, meaning it can only be built on in
exceptional circumstances. Despite being
somewhat disheartened, a visit to Grand
Designs Live proved to be a turning point.
“We met a young designer called Will Foster
who had won several awards,” explains
Elizabeth. “He said, 'I'll get your planning
permission,” and a great deal of time and
money later, he did.”

The design that was eventually given
approval was a low, circular house with a small
chunk missing to allow for existing trees. Alan,
a former IT specialist, explains that as well as

ABOVE

The house had to be rotated so
that it faces the hedge
bordering the A22 road

OPPOSITE

The construction of the
Scandia-Hus was one of the
most straightforward parts of
the whole process

“| think the most
frustrating thing is still
the planning permission.
It took far too long and
was far too irritating.”
Elizabeth Berryman
I

26 www.sbhonline.co.uk

july/august 2017




Images © Mikey Pooley

two bedrooms, it had a lounge and open-plan
kitchen diner, and its circular design allowed
every inch of space to be utilised. "It was quite
clever, actually,” he says. However, during 18
months of design tweaks required to get
through planning Elizabeth’s mother passed
away, which naturally meant the project was
put on hold.

Despite the trouble their design had faced
getting planning, permission for two new
houses was granted on an adjacent plot of
land fractionally bigger than their site, and
demolition began within six weeks of the
previous owner moving out. It was this state of
affairs that steeled their determination to go
ahead and build.

A CHANGE OF PLAN

Although the ‘round house’ design had
planning, they decided against it due to cost,
opting instead for a two-storey dwelling, as
Alan explains, saying: "It worked out that it
would be the same cost to build a two-storey
house.” They also contemplated selling the
land, but decided it wasn't worth it, due to
the risk that “somebody could build
anything.”

Following all the delays, they wanted
something that would be quick to build, as
well as good quality, so they paid a visit to the
nearby showroom of Swedish timber frame ‘kit
home’ firm Scandia-Hus. Impressed, they
decided on a two-storey, split roof design




Water Management Solutions Over 60 Years
- Experience
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Great Offers

on Kingspan's Domestic
Rainwater Harvesting Range

LOW COST INSTALLATION
for self-build projects or
residential developments

Special Prices on
ENVIREAU GRAVITY and

ENVIREAU DIRECT Systems

Available from stock and
only while stocks last!

With the recent spell of warm and
dry weather, limited rainfall has
once again led to calls for parts
of the UK to use water wisely.

Introducing the new Gamma RWH Home
and Garden range designed with Time,
Cost and the Environment in mind.

I Scving Time - With our new

shallow dig tank the installation
time is vastly reduced for
your property.

Saving Costs - with water prices
increasing and supply coming under
pressure a Kingspan tank costs less
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to install and can save up to 50%

of your on site water use.

Saving the Environment -

Water is a scarce resource and Gamma Home &
ﬁ our infrastructure is constantly Garden Range

struggling to keep up with demand,

our energy efficient system

helps our environment.
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HIGH POINT

“Without a doubt the
[building of the] house!”

Elizabeth Berryman

which would limit the height of the house and
thus make it more discreet.

However there was a further twist in the
tale. Alan and Elizabeth discovered that their
assigned planning officer, having not been in
agreement with the decision to allow
permission for the houses next door to their
plot, was not minded to grant further
planning. This was complicated by objections
from a neighbour to the house (seemingly
sensibly) facing the driveway, claiming it
would overlook their swimming pool, despite
numerous tall trees in between. Confusingly,
the planning officer said that “he would have
granted permission, if we had any trees!”
comments Elizabeth.

The house had to be rotated 90 degrees so
that it now faces the hedge dividing the plot
from the road beyond it, but this meant the
design had to be altered. "It was going to have
a carport on the side with a balcony above it so
you could see the South Downs,” explains
Alan. It also had to reduced by a metre
horizontally, in order to sit at least five metres
away from another neighbour’s trees. “This
made things like wall widths and positioning of
things much more critical than they would have
been,” says Alan. A bath was to go in one of
the ensuites, but had to be replaced by a
shower: “It's only a metre, but that has made a
lot of difference,” adds Elizabeth.

They sought the help of a local councillor,
who along with Scandia-Hus helped them
fight their case with the planning department.
They attended the planning meeting, and

]

were finally granted permission — with a
majority of 11 to one.

BUILDING (FINALLY) BEGINS

Once actual activity began on site, things went
a little more smoothly. However there was a
costly misunderstanding with the drainage
system. A surface water drain was mistaken for
a sewage drain, meaning a pumped system
had to be connected to an alternative drain at
the rear of their existing house — at a not-
insubstantial cost of £15,000.

Things really began to motor in October
2016, but Alan and Elizabeth weren’t there to
see it. Following what was a stressful few
months, they flew to America for a well-earned
break as the block and beam floor was being
laid, but returned to find a very a different
scene on their plot. “We went away for five
weeks and when we got back we had a
house!” says Elizabeth.

The relatively compact four-bedroom house
began as a simple adaptation of a Scandia-Hus
model but became more and more bespoke
with the necessary changes required to
achieve planning. It has been constructed
using a combination of blockwork and timber
frame with the ground floor rendered and the
first floor covered in wood-effect cladding. The
roof design reduces the height of the building
to the extent that it isn't visible from their
existing house.

There are three bathrooms, including two
ensuites, plus an additional downstairs WC.
The bathrooms have all been finished to a
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Scandia-Hus have been designing and manufacturing
energy-efficient, bespoke timber frame homes in the
UK for over 40 years. We have a wealth of experience at
our disposal, an experienced team and a reputation for
combining the benefits of advanced Swedish technology
with the best of traditional British architectural style
and building craftsmanship.

We have our own factory in West Sussex so we can offer
complete flexibility of design and specification.

Come and visit our contemporary style show house at
our offices in East Grinstead. The property is energy
efficient with high levels of insulation, Swedish triple
glazed windows, a full heat recovery system and a
Ground Source heat pump to power the heating and
hot water system.

We also have a Tudor style show house which is due for
completion in summer 2017.

Show House Open
Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 4.30 pm
Saturday 10.00 am to 4.00 pm

scandiahus

SWEDISH ENERGY SAVING HOMES

01342 838060
sales@scandia-hus.co.uk | www.scandia-hus.co.uk

| .
m -. l!l Quality self build timber frame homes



www.scandia-hus.co.uk

CONTACTS/

SUPPLIERS

SCANDIA-HUS

www.scandia-hus.co.uk

INSURANCE:
CRL

www.c-r-l.com

TILES:
Barge Tiles

bargetiles.co.uk

SEWAGE PUMP:
Kingspan Klargester

www.kingspanklargester.com

(Installed by Coppard Plant
Hire, www.coppard.co.uk)

KITCHEN UNITS:
Schiiller
www.schueller.de/en/
index.htm

KITCHEN APPLIANCES:
Bosch; Cookology
(halogen hob)
www.bosch.co.uk/en/uk
www.thewrightbuy.co.uk/
cookology

KITCHEN SINKS:
Carron Phoenix

Wwww.carron.com

BATHROOM FIXTURES
&FITTINGS:

Pura; RAK Ceramics;

R2; Kudos; Carron;
Thomas Dudley
www.purabathrooms.co.uk

www.rakceramics.com/uk/en

www.r2bathrooms.co.uk
www.kudosshowers.co.uk
www.carronbathrooms.com
www.thomasdudley.co.uk

STAIRS:

Stairplan
stairplan.com

CLADDING:

Marley Eternit (Cedral)
www.marleyeternit.co.uk/
Facades/Weatherboard

CARPETS:
T P Martin
01342 326598

BUILDERS:
Head & Southon, Lingfield
01342 833833

The house began as a
simple adaptation of a
Scandia-Hus model
but became more and
more bespoke with the
necessary changes
required for planning

high standard and are fully tiled. On the
ground floor, efficient warmth is provided by a
water underfloor heating system, while there
are radiators upstairs. One of the two ensuites
features another space-saving addition, an
electrically-heated wall, which is a clever
alternative to a heated towel rail. All of the
building’s windows are triple-glazed and
aluminium coated.

The two floors are connected with a central
modern oak staircase with a glass balustrade
which creates an impressive focal point upon
entering the house. No expense has been
spared in the kitchen, which sits to the left of
the entrance hall. The modern, dark brown
units feature three integrated ovens (two
standard and one steam), a microwave and
dishwasher, while an island/breakfast bar
houses the hob with a downdraft extractor that
sits hidden in the worktop when not in use. A
separate utility room includes space for a
washing machine and tumble dryer.

The living room sits to the right of the
hallway, a bright room with double doors
leading out to the garden. The landing
features a large window and skylight, while the
two front bedrooms benefit from floor to

ceiling windows, filling the space with light.

Leading off the driveway up to their existing
house, the new dwelling’s good-sized
driveway offers plenty of parking, and the rest
of the outside space is turfed. A row of hedges
will run up the side of the existing driveway to
give the house some privacy and separation.

As well as erecting the frame, Scandia-Hus
provided a full design service — including all
changes needed, as well as constructing the
entire framework including all internal
supporting walls. The main contractor Head &
Southon — recommended by Scandia-Hus —
managed the project and sub-contracted all
other trades, including the groundworkers who
constructed the block and beam floor.

The main contractor is based locally, which
Alan and Elizabeth say has been a major
advantage compared with working with a
London-based builder — as has been their
previous experience. “It makes a big
difference,” Alan says.

The majority of the construction work took
place over winter which meant predictable
delays caused by weather conditions and
Christmas and New Year. The blockwork got
wet during winter rains and therefore the
rendering was delayed while it dried out. They
also struggled to get hold of the edge tiles for
the roof which Alan puts down to “the general
slowdown in the industry last year.”

Scandia-Hus' eco credentials as well as build
quality influenced the couple’s decision to go
with the firm. However, the air tightness levels
provided means an MVHR ventilation system
will normally be required to remove stale air.
They planned to install this, but it had to be
abandoned as it upset the SAP (Standard
Assessment Procedure) calculations for
Building Regs compliance. “If we wanted that
we would have had to have a woodburner,”
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says Elizabeth, “but we didn’t, so we had to go
around it.” They instead installed extractor
fans in the toilets and could also only use a
certain type of combi boiler to satisfy SAP. But
looking on the bright side, she says: “Actually
it saved us quite a bit of money!”

The installation of the utilities also proved
somewhat frustrating. “The services were a
nightmare,” Alan says. They arranged for the
water and electrics work to be done on the
same day to prevent the road from being dug
up twice, but only one of the two turned up.
They also experienced a wait between each
step of the electrics and gas installation —
having to wait for one job to be finished
before the next could even be arranged. “It's a
sequential problem,” Alan says.

They also had to pay £3,500 for a telegraph
pole to be moved 15 feet and discovered that
the utility companies “will not work under
scaffolding,” says Alan. He says, resignedly:
“It's the little things like the services that have
caused us more grief than building the house.”

LESSONS LEARNED

Reflecting on their experience, they agree
there are lessons for others from what was an
expensive process. "It really is quite scary,”
says Elizabeth. “For example, suddenly all
sorts of people want different surveys which
all cost money.” Alan gives one example of an
unexpected sudden charge in the form of the
SANG (Suitable Alternative Natural

Greenspace) payment, which they discovered
was compulsory when building on empty
land. They also found themselves paying a

fee for the build due to it being within 7 km of
the Ashdown Forest, plus various soil tests.

Elizabeth says one of her biggest frustrations
with the process is what she perceives as a lack
of rights when appealing decisions or arguing
additional or unnecessary charges. She cites
the example of the drainage issue, for which
they paid the council for a sewage map only to
find it so out of date their existing house isn't
even on it. “You pay your money and there’s
no redress,” she says.

They have also found other extra costs
cropping up that hadn’t originally been
allowed for. “Because we've got a slightly
sloping site, we've had an additional cost to
put steps down out the back,” says Alan,
giving one example.

ENDING ON A HIGH
Although the project has taken longer than
they had originally anticipated, Alan and
Elizabeth had no specific deadline to finish by
and so were not feeling unduly stressed as the
project neared its end. Says Elizabeth: “On the
whole, it's most likely taken longer than we
thought it would, but our motto throughout
was ‘It doesn’t matter’.”

The 'inside-first’ efficiency of the Scandia-
Hus construction method has impressed Alan.
“Because they put the interior of the house up
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“We like the house, we
think it’s been well
built and we haven’t
really had any
problems on that
front — we would build
another!”

first, it's waterproof and all the windows go in
straight away, they're able to work through all
the cold weather.” He adds: “You haven't got
these scenes like you see on TV where all the
water’s pouring in.” Elizabeth agrees it was a
very smooth process: “It went up easily and
they were there to support us.”

They are still undecided as to what they will
do with the house once completed. But despite
the rollercoaster ride they've been on to get
here, remarkably the pair say they would take
on a self-build again — providing they could find
land with some form of building, and therefore
utilities, already in place!

"We like the house, we think it's been well
built and we haven't really had any problems
on that front,” summarises Elizabeth. “We

1"

would build another!
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SITE PREPARATION

All bases covered

Leading construction connector manufacturer Simpson Strong-Tie has
expanded it's range of post bases to include additional solutions for
new and retrofit applications.

The range includes concealed post bases; bases with site-adjustable
heights from 100 — 150mm,; bases which can be adjusted even after the
columns have been installed; and options to cast into concrete or to fix
down using studs.

A brochure is available for download, which includes installation

advice, performance characteristics and safe working loads.

Sales Director, Jon Head explains: “With the off-site construction
footprint increasing all the time, we've seen a growing demand for post
base and column support solutions, prompting us to not only make
more options available ‘off the shelf’ but ot expand our ‘'made to order’
service to cope with ever more interesting and unique house design”.
Request or download a copy of ‘Connectors for Timber and Masonry
Construction' from Simpson Strong-Tie's website.

01827 255600 www.strongtie.co.uk

T @haré"pré'clbss &l
4, Slrﬁple installation
¢ Economical maintenance

¢ Tested to EN 12566 - Part 3

AIR BLOWERS
AND SPARES

RAINWATER
HARVESTING

Tel: 01278 786104 c €
Fax: 01278 793380

Email: sales@biodigester.com
www.biodigester.com
Burnham Environmental Services Ltd.

Aggregate extends Lafarge Cement offering

Aggregate Industries has extended its
packed products offering with the
introduction of six new products to the
Lafarge Cement range. New products
in the portfolio include Concrete Mix
and Postmix, both premixed ready to
use applications. New Mortar Mix, also
premixed and ready to use. Other new
additions include Super White Cement,
which provides an attractive, light
coloured, natural looking concrete.
New Sulfate Resistant Portland fly ash
cement has a high sulfate resistance and is recommended for use in
below ground applications. The final addition to the range is Hydrated
Lime, a new high calcium, non-hydraulic, hydrated lime.

01285 646900 www.lafargecement.co.uk

Expand your range with Constructa-Pro

The expanding foam range from
Everbuild — A Sika Company is growing
once again with the addition of
Constructa-Pro; a high strength adhesive
foam designed for use in a multitude of
applications. Developed to be fast
curing, Constructa-Pro is ideal for small
jobs which require a quick fix as

well as large applications including
fixing plasterboard and insulations

board, fixing skirting boards or as a
mortar substitute for building rough
garden walls. Once cured, it is also rot-proof and moisture and
temperature resistant from -40°C to +80°C. For more information on
Constructa-Pro, contact your local sales representative.

0113 240 2424 www.everbuild.co.uk
b We Build It Ltd

Our BioPure Range of
Sewage Treatment Plant

The Bio-Pure \)

Please call [
of wiskt W
O Wiy

34 www.sbhonline.co.uk

july/august 2017


www.webuildit-ltd.co.uk
www.biodigester.com

SITE PREPARATION BUILDING FABRIC & EXTERIORS

Faster, simpler tiling on anhydrite screeds

Norcros Adhesives, manufacturer of
tiling adhesives, grouts and surface
preparation products, speeds up tiling
on to green screeds with its latest
system solution. Pro Gyp-Base Fast Track
Sealer greatly reduces the drying times.
The new product comprises a three
stage preparation system for fixing
ceramic and porcelain tiles on to
screeded surfaces. It is sold as a kit
containing all the elements necessary
to achieve a successful bond, including

a primer, moisture suppressant and gritted primer. Used together, the
system allows for fast track tile installation. It also avoids the need for a
special tile to gypsum adhesive, which is normally required.

01782 524140 www.norcros-adhesives.com

Snickers ‘FLEXIWork’ Clothing

While Fabric, Functionality and Fit have
always been hallmarks of Snickers’
working clothes, it's the innovation and
technology in the design of FLEXIWork
garments that really sets them apart from
other brands. They're designed for
fast-paced working environments with
body-mapping designs that ensure
superior freedom of movement on site.
There's Waterproof Jackets, Fleeces,
T-shirts and Hoodies plus WorkTrousers
made from a durable, stretch and rip-

stop fabric and polyamide reinforcements. As well as fashionable looks,
all these clothes are packed with comfort and functionality, specially
designed for professional craftsmen who are always on the go.

info@snickersworkwear.co.uk

Snickers LITEWork clothes for summer

The innovative new fabric in these
working clothes makes them a must for
the summer months. A change of season
means a change of focus on what you
wear on site. That's why Snickers
LITEWork garments can help you keep
your cool when the heat is on. The
newest LITEWork Trousers, Shirts, Shorts,
T-shirts and Jackets are working clothes
have all the features and functionality of
Snickers' other Next Generation working
clothes, but without the heavier weight

fabrics. Just like high performance sportswear, they are super-light,
quick-drying garments — with Mechanical Air Flow™ and moisture
transport features — that keep you looking good and feeling cool.

info@snickersworkwear.co.uk

Waterproofing simplified with Multi-Tight 2K

o

Multi-Tight 2K from Remmers is a new,
flexible, mineral based waterproofing
product which has all the performance
properties of older technology
polymer-modified thick bitumen
emulsions, whilst being “bitumen free”.
Using unique rubber granulate filler
technology Multi-Tight 2K has a
crack-bridging capacity which is five
times more effective than standard
flexible mineral-based waterproofing
systems. The versatility of the product

allows it to be used to waterproof below ground externally and
internally offering excellent resistance to ground or water pressure as

well as frost and salts.

01293 594010 www.remmers.co.uk

Everyone’s going grey!

Freefoam Building Products are delighted to showcase this recent installation using their
complete range of grey PVC roofline and cladding products. The property in Leicestershire
originally featured a render finish to the entire upper level. It had become patchy and discoloured
and either needed replacing or covering. Likewise the white fascia and black guttering were also in
need of updating. The homeowner was introduced to the Freefoam range by local supplier

Tru Plastics Ltd. Fitting PVC cladding to the exterior gave the property an instant facelift.

The homeowner chose Fortex Pro, a Double Shiplap style board, in Slate Grey. Adding a
woodagrain foil finish fascia and soffit in Anthracite Grey and a gutter system in the same shade
created an attractive co-ordinated look. Russell Skellett from Tru Plastics explained “Being able to
offer homeowners a complete suite of products in coordinating and matching colours is a major
USP for our company. Our customers are asking more and more for colour and the Freefoam range
gives us the perfect solution.” Trends are changing for external building products particularly
doors, windows and roofline. Freefoam is the colour specialist. Manufacturing fascia and soffit in
eight stunning shades and eight woodgrain finishes alongside cladding products in ten beautiful

contemporary shades gives customers a really wide choice.

01604 591110 www.freefoam.com

Cladding makes an ‘ldeal Home’

Every year one of the most popular elements of the Ideal Home Show at Olympia, London is the
full size show homes. Visitors to this year's show were treated to two stunning properties, both
featuring Freefoam Fortex cladding. Pale Gold Double Shiplap cladding formed the exterior finish
of a three apartment structure designed to reflect the three stages in life, first time buyer, new
family home and downsizing. Visitors were invited to ‘climb the property ladder’ apartments to
navigate first-hand the design and practical challenges faced by designers and city dwellers alike
as they move through these stages. Pale Blue Weatherboard cladding was used to great effect on
the second show home — 21+t Century Cottage. A traditional cottage with a contemporary twist
designed to appeal to metropolitan families relocating to the countryside or as a second home.
The house featured a beautiful thatch roof and timber cladding with the lower level also clad with
ultra hard-wearing, low maintenance Freefoam Fortex pvc cladding. David Richards, Director
David Richard Associates, commissions the homes each year and explained the background to this
year's projects “We have been delighted with the Freefoam cladding range and its performance
throughout the project and would recommend it to homeowners and housebuilders — it made a

stunning finish to both properties.”
01604 591110 www.freefoam.com
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ALULUX

HIGH PERFORMANCE
GLAZING SYSTEMS

Standard size, High Performance, Thermally Broken,

Aluminium bifold doors, Delivered anywhere in UK

Available in White (RAL9016) or Anthracite Grey (RAL7016)

2400mm wide x 2100mm high, 3 panels folding left or right:
£1490.00 + VAT

3000mm wide x 2200mm high, 3 panels folding left or right:

£1590.00 + VAT

4000mm wide x 2100mm high 4 panels (3L/1R) or (1L/3R):
£1890.00 + VAT

All above configurations include a single traffic door panel,
toughened low-e double glazing (argon gas filled), delivery
to anywhere in UK

Please contact us for details

Alulux Ltd, Marlowe Innovation Centre,
Marlowe Way, Ramsgate, CT12 6FA

www.alulux.org info@alulux.org 01843 598649

we are kl0eber

bespoKe doors § windows in fimber, 0duminium § composite

We manufacture, supply and install:

folding sliding doors windows
sliding doors shaped glazed screens
french doors entrance doors
= single doors roof lights

01487 740044 Ussit- our showrooms in London,

info@kloeber.co.uk  www.kloeber.co.uk 5ambf/'q(95ﬁfe or 5«&&’ //yAamsA/re see website for directions
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Bi-fold door
specification
made clear

When it comes to buying bi-fold doors, there are
various factors to bear in mind before laying out
cash on such an important purchase. Solarlux
breaks down the key areas to consider

t may not seem so to the casual

observer, but bi-folding doors are not

all built equal: the quality and finish
can vary enormously and there is no
substitute for seeing, operating and
‘feeling’ the product for yourself. The
mechanism and ease of use can vary
drastically between brands.

A bi-folding door can be superb
addition to your home, adding value and
saleability for many years; however some
brands use cheaper parts which could
result in a shorter lifespan and demand
more upkeep. For example, nylon
runners are far less effective and not as
long lasting in comparison to their more
robust stainless steel counterparts.

WEATHER RESISTANCE

High quality manufacturers produce
secure systems which don't rattle in the
wind and offer extensive noise reduction
from both weather and traffic noise — an
important factor for any door.

With a good quality bi-fold door you
can achieve a noise reduction of 44 dB
and full protection from the elements
during inclement weather, while still
allowing natural light to flood through
the property, bringing a homely warmth
to relax and unwind in.

Sometimes people ask 'how can |
determine whether a bi-fold system
meets my requirements?’ Michelle
Spangehl, marketing manager at
Solarlux, explains: “I have come across
this question many times during
exhibitions. My advice is to ask for
certificates that indicate the system'’s
performance. For instance, DIN EN
regulations for protection against
driving rain, resistance to wind load

and air permeability.

“As an example Solarlux always tests
its systems to the highest standards so
that we're able to achieve protection
against driving rain up to class 9A, wind
load B4 and air permeability class 3
according to DIN EN regulations.
Another tip is to ask for cross sections of
the doors. The more sophisticatedly
engineered the profiles and floor
tracks the better the performance —
be it weather resistance, security or
thermal efficiency.”

THERMAL PERFORMANCE

Although bi-folding doors are all about
creating open spaces, they also need to
perform when closed. Many
manufacturers now offer triple glazed
doors and are pushing this product
option. However, it's not necessarily all
about triple or double glazing - if the
profiles are of high quality triple glazing
won't be necessary to reach the key Uw
value for window thermal performance
of 1.1. If the door’s frame is of poor
quality triple glazing will not offset the
difference.

[t's worth keeping in mind that the
quality of a bi-fold door is also
determined by what you cannot see.
Generally, heat is lost via the profiles, so
high quality manufacturers incorporate
precisely engineered thermal breaks (air
chambers) in order to reach a low

U-value and prevent condensation. When
comparing Uw values ask manufacturers if

they have considered the profile and
frame within their calculation — often they
refer to the glass only.

Previously to achieve a Passivhaus
standard you had to choose a system

All images © Solarlux
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We've taken the worry out of home BI-FOLD
improvement SLIDING

When you choose any glazing solution from IDSystems, BALUSTRADES
you can relax knowing that you've had the highest

standard of quality, design, thermal efficiency, safety SLIDE & TURN

and security installed in your home. We'll also give you WALLS

a no-stress 10-year guarantee on our glazing system
and workmanship for even more peace of mind.
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WINDOW & ROOF
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01603 408 804 e info@idsystems.co.uk idsystems.co.uk GLASS INNOVATIONS
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manufactured with a combination of
timber and aluminium; however, this has
now changed. The Bi-Fold Door by
Solarlux is believed to be the first
aluminium system to achieve thermal
transmittance values corresponding to
the guidelines for Passivhaus suitability,
with a Uw value as low as 0.8 W/m?K.
Achieving good thermal performance
doesn’t mean compromising on current
contemporary design trends.

BE SECURITY AWARE

With bi-folding doors featuring so much
glass and making your house open for all
to see, you may fear it could attract
uninvited guests. Three point locking is a
must, and five point is even better.

Glass should be toughened and a
minimum of 4 mm thick — you may even
choose laminated glass as an upgraded
safer option.

The optional security specification RC2
for bi-folds and RC3 for sliders is a
European security upgrade which is
similar to Secured by Design, the
certification preferred by the British
police. This means that the system will
withstand a prolonged attempted
break-in and it comprises additional
covers for various door components,
making them even less accessible for

There is no
substitute for
seeing,
operating and
‘feeling’ the
product for
yourself

burglars. These additional security
specifications are available for selected
aluminium systems only, but generally
high quality bi-folds will provide good
security as standard.

SLIDING VS FOLDING

The alternative to bi-folding doors is
sliding doors. Subject to design and
type, they are often the more expensive
option. Sliding doors are usually made
up of two, three or four panels with

one or two panels fixed. When closed,
you can enjoy uninterrupted views
outside due to the fact there are less
vertical profiles than with bi-folds;

however, there is always an occupied
area reducing the overall usable
opening width.

Martijn Venema, managing director of
Solarlux generally advises: “Sliding doors
work best closed, bi-folds work best
open. A solution should be chosen
depending on the room and the
situation. For example, adult-only and
pet-free families can choose either,
whereas families with busy lifestyles, pets
and or children can rather choose a bi-
folding door.”

Where the space is often used a bi-
folding door is recommended, as it is
typically easier to open as one panel can
serve as a traffic door. Kitchens
especially are where the family and
friends often gather, so a bi-fold enables
maximum access to the garden.
However, large houses with fantastic
views might rather choose a sliding door
to enjoy an almost completely
uninterrupted view.

Both sliding and folding doors can
create a seamless transition from house
to garden and can be combined with a
glass or brick extension. Consult your
local dealer, compare the doors' features
and test and try the systems to find your
own bespoke product solution that suits
your personal needs.
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Just one touch tells you
all you need to know

Operate a Schueco sliding door and the rigidity, effortless action and solid
clunk as it closes proclaim one thing: quality.

Systems include doors that slide, lift-and-slide and use frameless technology
to deliver outstanding panoramic views. Also available: slender-profiled
windows, slimline facades and super-secure entrance doors, all with

the highest levels of insulation that can be up to Passive House standard.
For German engineering made in Britain, there’s only one name.

For more information and your nearest Schueco Partner installers:
www.schueco.co.uk

A\ /4

SCHUCO


www.schueco.co.uk
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Schueco gain Q Mark Certification

Schueco UK, has announced that as a
system supplier two more of its popular
sliding door systems — the Schueco ASS
70.Hl lift/slide door and the Schueco ASS
70 FD folding/sliding door — have been
awarded Q Mark Product Certification by
Exova BM Trada. Q Mark Product
Certification covers a wide range of
characteristics including weather
performance, mechanical strength,
operating forces, corrosion resistance of
fittings and PAS 24 security. In addition,
the tests certify the doors’ opening and closing performance over
50,000 operating cycles. Q-Marked companies are eligible to bid for
projects covered by the police’s Secured by Design initiative.

01908 282111 www.schueco.co.uk

Top quality timber windows and doors

Westbury Windows & Joinery has
established a reputation for
manufacturing top quality timber
windows and doors with design,
durability and sustainability in mind.

Westbury use engineered Accoya not
just for its environmental credentials but
also because of its supreme durability
and stability. Using timber that does not
twist or swell and is virtually rot-proof,
Westbury can ensure that your bifold
doors slide smoothly for years to come.

For more information please contact Westbury Windows & Joinery.

info@westburyjoinery.com

PURe® inspiration for best-selling author

Senior Architectural Systems’ stunning PURe® FOLD patio aluminium
doors have helped add character to the Yorkshire home of USA Today
best-selling novelist Susan Stephens by providing the perfect setting to
relax with a good book. Fabricated and installed by Dortech
Architectural Systems Ltd, Senior’s patented PURe® aluminium folding
sliding doors feature as part of a stunning extension to Ms Stephen’s
home. Offering slim sightlines that maximise views of the property’s
pretty garden, the narrow yet robust aluminium frames of the PURe®
doors have been powder-coated to provide an attractive brown finish
that further complements and connects with the outdoor space.
Awarded a UK patent, Senior’s PURe® range of energy-efficient
aluminium windows and doors is one of the first on the UK market to
benefit from an enhanced thermal barrier manufactured from
expanded polyurethane foam (PUR). The innovative use of PUR as a
thermal barrier in windows and doors gives the PURe® range the
potential to achieve U-values as low as 0.71W/m? K when calculated as
a commercial CEN standard window and 0.93W/m? K when calculated
as a CEN standard door. Ideally suited for a wide range of applications,
the PURe® aluminium windows are available as tilt and turn or
casement windows. Senior’s innovative door range also features a
choice of the PURe® FOLD and PURe® SLIDE options.

www.seniorarchitectural.co.uk/pure-windows-and-doors

Emperor
Bifold

Secured by Design

e O L LTE =

Price & Buy

&’
Online: duration.co.uk

Weather Rated Low Threshold
Secured by Design
Tested to PAS:24
Concealed Hinges

Bifold & Patio Doors * Roofs
Steel Replacement Heritage Windows
Aluminium Doors ¢ Secondary Glazing

DURATION
WINDOWS

01268 681612
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Replacement aluminium windows

u rcban l -rr-On-tO .- for period and new homes

#odoorcouture

The Conservation Range

Je%l d natural e Single or dual RAL colours * A-rated energy efficiency
od doors e Fit into timber or direct to stone ¢ UK manufactured

' entrance doors THE HERITAGE

| gy WINDOW COMPANY
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| | “oversized doors 4

passive house certified doors For expert advice call 08008 401 508

www.thwc.co.uk
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bi-fold doors
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for 25 years
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Keeping burglars out with steel windows

Difficult to force because of the inherent
strength of their frames, steel windows
are not liked by burglars. One of the
best deterrents to a prospective thief is
the traditional ‘cottage’ style steel
window, divided into small frames,

with interlocked steel glazing bars. Steel
Window Association members also offer
W40 steel windows that comply with
Secured by Design requirements.

Newly appointed member, Steel Window
Fittings Ltd (swf), manufacture most steel
window hardware. When manufacturing new windows, Steel Window
Association members provide locking devices, locking handles,
concealed bolts and mortice deadlocks.

info@steel-window-association.co.uk

Specflue celebrates silver anniversary

As Specflue celebrates its 25" year in
business, the company’s guiding
principles remain the same today as they
were in 1992 — a deep commitment to
the highest possible quality, pioneering
innovation, and a passionate belief in
offering outstanding customer service.

It is these values, coupled with the
exceptional technical knowledge, that
have driven Specflue to become one

of the UK's foremost suppliers of flue,
chimney, wood burning fire and
renewable heating products. But Specflue’s expertise is not confined to
product supply. It also runs a state-of-the-art training centre to educate
and raise standards within the solid fuel and renewables sectors.

0800 9020220 www.specflue.com

Clever living from the screen experts

Phantom Screens are gaining in
popularity due to the trend for

larger openings and bi-fold doors.

Its retractable power screens cover
openings up to seven metres wide, the
perfect solution for new build projects
and contemporary extensions. Get more
from summer evenings with Phantom
Screens; enjoy thermal comfort gains
made by retaining heat in the evenings
and deflecting energy during the day.
Make savings on HVAC costs, and
benefit from insect free ventilation. A range of technical fabrics is
available including insect meshes, solar shading, blackout, and
privacy screens.

0800 0963015 www.phantom-screens.co.uk

Coloured radiators from Stelrad

Any doubts that coloured radiators

are becoming mainstream in the UK
heating sector have been blown away
with the arrival of the Stelrad Vita
Column Concept radiator — now
available from stock in Anthracite grey.
The new radiator has joined the
successful Vita Series range and begins
the process of seeing coloured radiators
available from stock. Until now, radiators
have been available in up to 35 colours
but with an order delivery delay of up to
eight weeks. To find out more about the huge Stelrad range of
radiators, head for the website. You can also see regular updates from
Stelrad on Twitter @Stelrad and Facebook @StelradRadiators.

0844 543 6200 www.stelrad.com

Let the daylight flood in...

Don't you feel just so good when it's a sunny day outside. Evidence suggests it's important you get
that feel good factor inside your home. It's well known that balanced levels of sunlight are crucial
for producing essential amounts of Vitamin D in our bodies. But, our positive well-being — physical
and mental - also depends on frequent exposure to light. Daylight is the most energy-efficient way
to achieve it. “Let the sun’s rays stream in to your home - they're good for you.” says Stuart
Judge, managing director of Crittall Windows, makers of steel window frames and doors. Mr
Judge continues: “Steel-framed windows are ideal for maximising daylight in the home; steel is
three times the strength of aluminium and achieves strong, elegant frames combining the slimmest
of profiles. This allows large expanses of glass, bringing-in that essential natural daylight.” Very
much now on-trend are interior screens, which enable open plan living to take on a different
dimension. They allow you to cleverly partition open areas to create contemporary ‘zones’ —
without compromising on light or space. Crittall brings a further dimension to interiors through its
minimalist style windows and its InnerVision glazed steel partitioning screens. Elegantly slender,
the slim steel framing, with single or double opening doors, is unobtrusive. Combining style with
functionality, a distinguished looking installation makes a wonderful talking point.

01376 530800 www.crittall-windows.co.uk

New ‘Calor Compact’ gas heating launched for rural builds

Rural energy provider Calor has launched the Calor Compact — a new, easy and discreet way to
heat your home if you're building on a plot that doesn't have access to mains gas. Undertaking a
selfbuild project in the countryside can leave you feeling a bit stuck when it comes to fuelling
things such as your heating, hot water and cookers. Qil is often the default option, but this means
you have an unsightly tank ruining your garden space. It can also put you at risk of fuel theft — not
to mention the dangers an oil leak can pose to the environment. Well now there’s a solution that
lets you have all the convenience of mains gas — the Calor Compact. The Calor Compact is made
up of four gas bottles, neatly contained in a secure protective housing. Best of all, you get the
added reliability and reassurance of automatic gas delivery with Calor’s clever top-up technology.
Matt Masters, Innovation Manager at Calor, said: “The Calor Compact really is a space saver, as it
can be tidily tucked away against your property, making it suitable for any selfbuild project.

It's perfect if you're building on a small plot and don’t have the garden space for a bulk tank or
access required for deliveries, so you now have a choice of storage options no matter what your
requirements. You don’t need to worry about installation holding your project up either, as the
Calor Compact is really quick to fit, and in most cases we can install the system in a few hours.”

askcalor@calor.co.uk
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QuanTec condensing boilers new guarantee

F—— Johnson & Starley’s established range
of QuanTec condensing boilers has now
been given a free eight year guarantee.
This covers all parts and labour for every
QuanTec model. QuanTec condensing
boilers were recognised in 2016 by a
leading consumer magazine as one of
- the most reliable boilers on the UK
market. Their build quality and energy
efficiency applies to a wide choice of
combi, system and regular models
including the top of the range QuanTec
HR 28C. This technology provides potential extra energy savings of up
to 26 per cent. QuanTec models benefit from stainless steel heat
exchangers with Cool-Door technology and low NOx levels.

01604 762881 www.johnsonandstarley.co.uk

Remmers sets sail at Red Wharf Bay

=, B A Red Wharf Bay Sailing & Watersports

Club is set in an area of outstanding
beauty at Traeth Bychan on the Isle of
Anglesey, North Wales. The member’s
clubhouse has been sited here for over
50 years due to its suitable sailing
waters. The members of the committee
decided that the exterior of the building
was looking a little tired and a refresh
was needed before the new season
started at Easter. Remmers Compact
Opagque PU topcoat was selected for the
job due to its performance characteristics and suitability to coastal
locations. Over two weekends, the clubhouse was transformed and the
new colour gave the clubhouse the refreshed look it deserved.

01293 594010 www.remmers.co.uk

FAKRO roof windows set new standards

FAKRO DEF and DMF flat roof windows
have redefined the visual aesthetic for
such products, the quadruple-glazed
DEF U8 offering a U-value of 0.76
W/m?2K, ideal for Passivhaus and energy-
efficient construction. The triple-glazed
DEF Ué has also been awarded a Red
Dot Design Award, further evidence of
innovation by the FAKRO team of more
than 100 engineers. The ‘ColourLine®
option also provides scope to specify the
window finish in any RAL colour from the
‘Classic Palette’ so whether to blend with roof landscaping or interior
design features the design scope offered is virtually limitless. For more
information please call FAKRO or visit the website.

01283 554755 www.fakro.co.uk

New Waterstruck brick range

Imperial Bricks, one of the leading
traditional handmade brick supplier in
the UK, has launched a new Waterstruck
range. The new Waterstruck range is
soft mud moulded, using water as the
releasing agent, giving the imperial
sized bricks a relatively smooth,

but a characterful aged appearance.
The clay used for the manufacturing
process creates a distinct texture that

is F2 rated for frost resistance and

fully tested to BS EN 771-1 standards.
There are three bricks available: Red Waterstruck, Lightly Weathered
Waterstruck suited for the Midlands/North, and an Oxford Yellow Multi
Waterstruck commonly found across East Anglia and East Coast.

01952 750816 www.imperialbricks.co.uk

Specialists in stone cladding

Contact us.for specialist services and advice by calling 01869 220 050. Alternatively you
can email us on info@century-stone.co.uk or visit the website www.century-stone.co.uk

44 www.sbhonline.co.uk
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Naturally beautiful

Stone Federation’s Matt Robb discusses what he sees as the
unique visual appeal of natural stone, and what you should
consider before using it in your self-build

n a sector where aesthetics and

durability are equally important and

individuality is a unique selling point,
natural stone is the ideal material.

Quarried and mined from the earth,
and thus bearing unique characteristics
that are the result of complex geological
processes, natural stone offers the
specifier more than just a material — it
offers a story.

No two pieces of natural stone will be
exactly the same, and when its use is
embraced by specifiers, this material can
provide a wealth of options in both
texture and colour.

Stone Federation is the official trade
association for the natural stone
industry, working with specifiers,
architects, designers and clients to
connect you with the ideal material and
company for your project. The
federation has over 100 years’
experience helping the professional
understand and therefore benefit from
the inimitable qualities of natural stone.

CHOOSING STONE

Selecting the right material for the
project in hand is crucial to the success
of any job, and there are three key steps

to follow to ensure correct stone
selection for a particular project.

The first step is to ensure that the
samples are up to the task in hand,
namely giving you a true representation
of what the final product will look like.
One key factor in this is looking at
range/control samples. These will show
you the range of geological
characteristics typically found within the
bed of stone as opposed to the small
snapshot you would find in a single
indicative sample piece. This helps avoid
any confusion as to what the finished
floor, wall or countertop will look like.
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producing quality products and providing first class

We supply all types and sizes of commercial, residential and private projects

throughout the UK. We have a large range of products which includes Artificial
Stone Lintels, Cills, Mullions. bs Quoins, Steps, Porticos and Bay Windows

and we can also manufacture bespoke units to your own specification.

WWW.CHILSTONE.COM

01892 740866

adrian.ecclesstone@yahoo.co.uk
01995 671151 www.ecclesstone.com

VICTORIA PARE FORDCOMABE ROAD. LANGTON
GREEM, TUNBRIDGE WELLS: KENT TMADRD
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This unique
matlerial can
provide a
wealth of
oplions in
both texture
and colour

However, it is worth bearing in mind
that this is a natural product, and
therefore each stone will have its own
unique features.

The second step is the quarry or mine
visit. Stone Federation strongly advises
that a visit is made so that the stone
proposed for the project can be carefully
inspected. This is also the ideal stage at
which to involve an independent stone
consultant to come and provide you
with an expert opinion. This allows you
to be a part of the unique journey of
your material; to connect the final
material to its origins and story.

The last of these three steps is the
technical assessment of the stone. There
are various tests that help build a picture
of a stone's potential suitability for a
particular application, and while past
projects are a good indicator, recent test
data on the CE certificate and
Declaration of Performance should be
examined. Natural stone is the ideal
material for a wide range of applications,
but choosing the right materials for the
desired application is important, and this
is where testing can really help.

When it comes to choosing the right
stone for the project in hand, it’s worth
exploring the wealth of options that
natural stone offers the architectural
industry.

The Natural Stone Awards celebrate
the best examples of the use of natural
stone across a wide range of
applications. The winners are a
showcase of the successful use of
natural stone in cladding, interiors,
repair and restoration, landscaping
and so much more.

Both the 2014 and 2016 awards saw a
wide range of natural stones used in the
successful projects stretching all the way
from British limestones through to Italian
marbles. The finished projects cover
everything from the dramatic to the
understated, but all have one thing in
common - the architect or designers’

skill in choosing the perfect stone for the
desired applications.

NATURAL STONE'S OFFERING

From the fossils found in limestone to
the natural, subtle layers of slate, texture
is a strong selling point for using natural
stone. The three-dimensional dynamic
that a feature wall of unpolished,
naturally textured stone can provide is
stunning and definitely a trend that is on
the increase.

Unlike many other materials, the same
piece of stone can be finished in a
number of ways to provide the texture
best suited to the application. Flamed,
honed, blasted, sanded, polished and
line textured are all finishes that can give
the same piece of stone a very different
visual impact.

When it comes to creating visual
impact, geological striations and natural
colour streaks found in marble creates a
striking aesthetic which is seen across a
wide range of applications, from hotel
lobbies and city cladding projects
through to floors and church steeples. In
a market where individuality is key, the
unique visuals that natural stone can
create are striking, bringing
a strong identity to interior spaces of
all description.

Stone also of course has strong
credentials on durability. As a result of
the geological processes, the thousands
of years of compression, natural stone is
an incredibly hard-wearing material. You

need only look at the centuries-old
limestone clad streets of London, the
granite paved streets of Aberdeen or
the Clipsham stone-rich buildings of
Oxford to see evidence of the longevity
of this natural material.

FINDING THE RIGHT FIRM

Stone Federation has a membership of
over 240 natural stone firms, covering
everything from international stone
suppliers and British quarry operators
through to design consultants and
sealant manufacturers. Each member is
vetted and approved and has access to
a vast resource of technical backup,
training and guidance documents on all
the latest Government legislation and
guides to best practice.

There are a number of ways in which
you can find the right company for your
project. The Natural Stone Source Book
acts as a source of information and
inspiration, containing a full directory of
members alongside project profiles. The
‘Search for a Member' tool on the
website allows you to find the right
member for your specific project
requirements.

Our free technical helpline is also a
great way of accessing expert advice on
everything from stone selection and
tolerances through to British Standards
and slip resistance.

Matt Robb is digital media executive at
Stone Federation
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Maximising the
benefits from below

Toby Howard-Willis of JG Speedfit offers some
advice on how to achieve the full benefit of an
insulated underfloor heating system

he self-builder market is
Tincreasingly looking towards

underfloor heating (UHF) systems
as a cost and energy efficient way to
heat a building. However, the energy
savings that UFH can deliver to a
homeowner often fail to be maximised
because the correct design protocols
have not been followed.

Modern homes have a number of
inherent heat loss areas built into their
design, which can limit the effectiveness
of UFH. One way of countering this is
by considering the right type of
insulation at the design stage.

UFH is becoming increasingly popular
with the self-build market, for a number
of reasons. It offers a more convenient
alternative to traditional radiator
heating systems. Not only is the system
essentially invisible, since it works by
tubing embedded in the floor, but it
can also be cheaper to run and is often
more energy efficient than radiators.

It works by pumping a controlled flow
of warm water from any heat source such
as a boiler or heat pump, through pipes
installed underneath the floor. This also
means that pipework is hidden, and
there is no need to hang traditional
radiators on the wall, which can take up
considerable space in properties.

INSULATION
Insulation is an important consideration
when installing UFH — we always
recommend that self-builders install
insulation with UFH systems. It ensures
that as much heat as possible goes
upwards into the house, limiting the
amount of heat which travels down into
the ground.

The general rule is that the
more insulation you have, the smaller
the amount of heat you are losing
through the external fabric of a
building. This also means that the

heating demand on your UFH system is
greatly reduced.

MATERIALS

Multiple types of suitable insulation
exist, falling into various categories.
You can have polystyrene insulation,
which is considered the more traditional
type, or glass fibre insulation, a product
commonly used in lofts.

Some builds will require glass fibre
insulation. This is often used for joisted
floors on the ground and for the first
floor in older buildings where it is used
with spreader plate systems.

A lot of self-builders also like to use
an expanded foam insulation with a foil
backing. This has particularly good heat
retention properties.

Which of these materials will be more
effective largely depends on the
application and the type of building.
However, it is almost a foregone
conclusion that at least 95 per cent of
new builds or extensions will use a foil-
backed foam insulation.

Generally speaking, the way modern
buildings are being constructed means
they're creating a demand for
expanded foam insulation. For many
years, self-builders and installers used
very basic insulation which had to be
extremely thick. Expanded foam has a
significantly higher heat retention rate
than many other forms of insulation.
The advent of expanded foam has also
greatly reduced properties’ heat loss.

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Once you have selected your type of
insulation, there are still further
decisions that need consideration. For
example, the position of insulation
within the floor structure always needs
to be considered. In 2002, changes
were made to Building Regulations,
stating that all new builds must have

Insulation
ensures that as
much heat as
possible goes
upwards into
the house

insulation below the concrete slab. All
screeded floors will already have
insulation below them, regardless of
whether an UFH system is installed.

When it comes to the question of
how much insulation to use, the answer
is — really as much as possible.
Regardless of whether or not UFH is
installed, you can never have too much
insulation under a floor.

Most properties will emit a fairly
constant amount of heat due to
windows and doors. Even the best
quality double glazed unit will emit heat
a lot more easily than a brick wall
would. When you consider the current
trend to have open plan rooms in
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modern buildings, and more glass and
windows, insulation becomes even
more important since the heat loss
areas have been increased.

There are also various aspects to take
into account when installing insulation
in order to ensure you get it right first

The beauty of natural Cotswold stone

f pebre

&

Suppliers of Natural Building Stone, Sawn Ashiar,

Roof Tiles, Architectural & Ornamental Masonry,
Flooring & Fire Surrownds.

Vewey's quarry, Avening Rd, Tetbury, GLB 8JT
1: 01666 504689 e info@slonesuppliescolswolds.cO Uk

time. The type of building, floor
construction, and height allowance of
the floor will all help to dictate which
type of insulation to use.

It's always advisable to use an UFH
manufacturer that offers a free of
charge consultation and full design

.

= . . I

™
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The way
modern
buildings are
being
constructed
means theyre
crealing a
demand for
expanded foam

insulation

service prior to commencing any
project. Some will further support this
with aftersales technical support,
should it ever be needed.

Toby Howard-Willis is technical sales
manager at JG Speedfit

i

We are an innovative company who specialise in the design and building of
sustainable homes, extensions and conversions. Our main form of structure
utilises Structural Insulated Panels. These panels are extremely versatile in
their application and provide unrivalled performance both in air tightness and
insulation. We are a registered delivery partner for Kingspan Tek the leading
producer in the UK and Europe for insulation Technologies.

""h_:_
0845 263 8250% :-..
www.thomascarter.co.u
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HOME STYLING

INDUSTRIAL
REVOLUTION

Interior designer Gina Everett of Create Perfect
gives some style tips on achieving the key current
trend of a modern industrial look in the kitchen

CREATING INDUSTRIAL STYLE

The style often incorporates and makes
the best of existing features. In
renovation projects this might include
exposed brick, wooden beams or
original wooden or tiled flooring. In
modern homes this could be steel
beams, polished concrete floors or
exposed pipes seen in warehouse style
apartments. Plainer, earthier oaks on
floors or furniture are best suited to
complement the ‘industrial’ materials.

Although the style works with both
modern flat panel and traditional shaker
style cabinets, avoid gloss kitchen
cabinets or highly grained woods such
as walnut or cherry. A neutral colour
palette is ideal, naturally achieved with
warm woods, metals and brickwork
which can be exposed to their original
colour for a warm feel to the kitchen or
painted without plaster to add contrast
to the scheme.

Adding colour to this style of kitchen
should be carefully considered as the
main interest comes from the mixture of
textures and the contrast of modern and
retro styling. However, bold dark
neutrals work well. Blacks, greys, dark
blues and dark greens all complement
the natural materials perfectly.

rends by their nature tend to come
Tand go in interiors, but when

considering designing a kitchen,
homeowners will want to ensure they are
making sound investments which will
stand the test of time. There are many
decisions to be made when choosing a
kitchen design, from the style of the
cabinets to appliances, flooring and
furniture, all of which need to work
together to create a fluid, functional and
beautifully-designed space.

Recent projects of ours have taken a
lot of style inspiration from the ‘modern
industrial’ trend — a basic and earthy style
that uses industrial textures. By working
to achieve the correct balance in an
eclectic mix of modern and rustic design
elements, a modern industrial-styled
kitchen can look as good in a country
home as it does in a chic city apartment.

CHOOSING APPLIANCES, FURNITURE
& LIGHTING
For appliances take inspiration from
working commerecial kitchens. Stainless
steel range cookers and fridges, shower
taps and large dual sinks are all
influences from restaurant kitchens
which have become common in homes
and add to the industrial feel. Butler
sinks are practical, hardwearing and a
timeless trend in kitchen design. Retro
furniture and lighting are a must-have in
this style of kitchen.

For feature lighting, look for reclaimed

factory lighting — go for glass domes
with old-fashioned Edison bulbs or
simply hanging from the ceiling on old
fashioned twined fabric cable. When it

comes to furniture antique and retro
pieces work really well. Look for chunky
wooden tables, metal or leather chairs
and stools. Accessorise with warm
colours, natural textiles such as wool or
linen and plants.

It's reassuring to know that getting the
on-trend modern industrial look needn’t
cost the earth. The mix and match style
of old and new means you can make
savings by making the best of existing
features and sourcing reclaimed
materials such as floorboards and cast
iron radiators. Antique furniture looks
great in these kitchens and is a cost
effective and sustainable way to
complete your project.
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CASE STUDY IN THE COTSWOLDS

A feature of a recent refurbishment of
a large family kitchen diner in a home
in the Cotswolds was blocks of colour,
added by using painted kitchen
cabinets. After initial meetings, |
collaborated with the client remotely
using online folders to collate ideas.
3D renders were then created to
illustrate exactly how the finished
project would look. In completing
the project we harnessed our
network of sources for trades and
furnishings to save our client lots of
time and money.

Achieving the look comes hand in
hand with great craftsmanship.
Sourcing a quality handcrafted kitchen

from an independent kitchen company
meant the client could add some
unique touches. Deep blue painted
kitchen cabinets in Zoffany Paint’s
‘Como Blue’ are enhanced with
traditional brass cup kitchen handles.
A natural stone floor and Farrow and
Ball’s ‘"Ammonite’ grey white walls
keep the kitchen light and bright
while allowing the cabinets to be the
star of the show. Warm wooden
shelves made of reclaimed oak
provide storage to display vintage
treasures. The grey doors lead to

an old fashioned pantry and utility
space with signs on the glass to lead
the way.

PICTURED

Cabinets with brass handles and painted in a
deep blue stand out against a contrasting natural
stone floor and grey white walls

july/august 2017

www.sbhonline.co.uk 51


www.createperfect.co.uk

FIXTURES & FINISHES

Pools, Spas and Decking Showcase

Hoppings

Bakewell Pools

Fibreglass pools are now firmly established
within the swimming pool industry and it's
not difficult to see why. Installation can be
carried out by your builder and completed
within a fraction of the time and cost of a
concrete or liner pool. Bakewell Pools’
range of superior fibreglass pools are a
one-piece reinforced construction with
options for internal corner steps, roman

a fascia.

SmartBoard garden decking, low
maintenance wood plastic composite
that doesn't look plastic due to its matt
finish and deep brushed surfaces that
also feel great to the touch.

Available in Battleship Grey or Chocolate
Brown shades, colours that will last for
years and years to come. This reversible
board gives has a smooth or ribbed
finish with both surfaces providing a low
risk of slip in the wet. It is really easy to fit
using colour coordinated SmartBoard
decking screws and being a solid

board makes it also great for use as

www.qualitydecking.co.uk

Wallbarn

iDecking from Wallbarn is perfect for
poolside. With no mechanical fixings, the
decking is connected via grooves and clip.
iDecking is expansion-proof, which means
boards will not crack or buckle at the ends.
iDecking has also been BS Slip tested
meaning a low risk of slipping even when
the decking is wet. iDecking is made from
eco-friendly DURO EXCELLENCE

ends and automatic cover chambers.
Insulation is now available conforming to
Part L of Building Regulations Bakewell
Pools is a family business that has been
supplying fibreglass pools for 20+ years.
Please check the company’s website and
visit its showroom.

www.bakewellpools.co.uk

The future of composite decking

25 year residential warranty « Doesn’t look or feel plastic < Matt Finish
Brushed Feel « Low Maintenance * 90% Recycled - Easy to Fit

Contact Hoppings Quality Decking for your free sample
on or visit

" SM/ RT
'H(E)ppings @. BO///RD

QUALITY DECKING COMPOSITE DECKING

composite boards which are moisture
resistant for longer lasting, rot-free decking.
iDecking is also available in top quality
tropical hardwoods, specially milled to fit
the connection system. For more
information on iDecking please visit the
company website.

www.wallbarn.com/products/decking

SUPERIOR ONE-PIECE POOLS

¢ The most cost effective solution for
a below ground pool

¢ For indoor and outdoor use

* One-piece reinforced fibreglass
construction

e Corner steps, roman ends and
cover chamber options

¢ Pool insulation available during
T ——

¢ Extensive range of models available

manufacturing process

¢ Over 40 years of fibreglass
manufacturing experience

www.bakewellpools.co.uk
Tel: 01865 735205
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SAIGE Longlife Decking

In August 2017, we are excited to be
launching our new Rustic Decking to the
SAIGE Longlife Decking product portfolio.

In a choice of Rustic Walnut and Rustic Grey
these composite decking boards have a
more traditional, rustic wood-grained finish
than our popular contemporary decking
range but with all the advantages of
composite decking (environmentally
sourced, anti-fungal, splinter free, low-
maintenance and anti-slip to name a few!).

For more information and samples (when
available) please contact a member of the
SAiGE team by phone or visit the website.

www.saigedecking.com

Summit Leisure

A Summit Leisure self-build swimming pool
kit is a great solution to having your own
in-ground swimming pool at home, but at
a fraction of the cost.

We supply all the specialist equipment
required to build an in ground swimming
pool. If a standard kit isn't suitable we
adapt to suit each project.

We pride ourselves in supplying a bespoke
service when it comes to the DIY Pool

Kit to suit each client whether it's an
outdoor family pool or a more complex
indoor project that would need air
handling equipment. For more information
please visit the company website.

www.summitleisure.co.uk

No mechanical fivings, connected via grooves and cfips
No serews through upper iurface — iplinter fres
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H20 Swimming Pools

H20 Swimming Pools Ltd has been trading
for over three decades and has become

a leading company in the south east.

The company design, build and

maintain swimming pools and install

hot tubs, and being Oftec and GasSafe
registered as well as a member of SPATA
and a Which? Trusted Trader for peace

of mind.

Whether you want an outdoor pool for
family entertainment or an indoor pool to
help you keep fit in your own home. With a
choice of heating, lighting, pool covers and
surround paving, you can get a pool to suit
your home, lifestyle and budget.

www.h2oswimmingpools.co.uk

N
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iDecking-uk.com

Wallbarm (exclushee UK distributor]  Wallbasm.com <44 (0] 208 916 2222 salesOwallbanm.com
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SPONSORED FEATURE

‘Deck Kit Out’ for a
simple, stylish fit

hen looking to put the
finishing touch to the exterior
of your dream home with a

stylish deck, there’s a host of factors to
take into account — and a stress-free,
simple installation must rank very highly
among them.

Liniar's PVCu decking kits have been
specifically designed with this in mind
and offer a quality product that's not
only easy to assemble, but is low
maintenance and requires no sanding,
painting or staining, unlike timber.

Also, if you've opted for Liniar
windows, doors or conservatory roofs,
then you'll be able to extend the style
of your home into the garden with
beautiful balustrades, fully colour
matched to the rest of the Liniar range,
for a truly stunning finish.

The decking kit sections are delivered
to site either part or fully assembled to
minimise installation time.

SAIGE

Langiite Dacking

A WGE Lo s Dachng Lid

Liniar's galvanised steel sub-frame,
unparalleled in the market, comes part
assembled and has been strength
tested with a weight of 1.25 tonnes.

The only fully sculptured balustrade
system on the market also comes ready
constructed, meaning no fiddly cutting
and fitting of handrails with pickets. By
reinforcing the posts and balustrades
with steel, there’s no timber to create a
fire risk or to rot in damp conditions.

Available in seven colours from stock,
including four foiled finishes, with
alternative foil finishes also available
and made to order.

Liniar's woodgrain effect deckboards
are available in five attractive colours
and cut to length for a hassle-
free installation.

You can even add matching gates
and steps, which are also delivered
pre-fabricated.

Kits are supplied with all necessary

Call us

01296 481220
| W00D RUOORS:

o .

fixings and required hardware to put the
deck together.

With a vast selection of standard
designs to choose from, plus a bespoke
facility available, along with a simple
ordering system, Liniar decking kits
have been specifically developed to
make installation simple.

Watch Liniar's decking kit installation
video to see just how easy it is —
www.liniar.co.uk/videos/install-liniar-
decking-kit.

01332 883900
www.liniar.co.uk/decking/decking-kits

LLearn more
osmouk.com

e \V)

2

TINTED =
[0 48

PEREECTTION

FREE DECKING SAMPLES AVAILABLE
- S

ENIT Ws oanbirse ol

POLYX®-0IL TINTS: Highest quality colour and protection
WWW.SAIGEDECKING.COM
or call (VTEE TIY 578 v v v v v

MICROPOROUS | NATURAL | OIL-WAX BASED | DURABLE | HIGH COVERAGE
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Bespoke v ready made:
which is right for you?

Both bespoke furniture and ready-made pieces have their own set of
benefits for self-builds — Selfbuilder & Homemaker speaks to two experts in
the field to get their views on which way to go

nce the walls are painted, the
Oﬂoors are laid and the wiring and

plumbing is all finished, it's time
to start thinking about what furniture will
be decorating your new home. One of
the first choices to be made when buying
furniture is whether to commission a
bespoke piece or buy a professionally-
designed, readily-available item.

Perhaps you've had a plan for your

furnishings right from the beginning of
the project, or perhaps seeing it come to
life has given you reason to rethink your
choices. Whatever stage you're at,
finding the perfect pieces of furniture to
turn your house into a home can be as
challenging as it is exciting.

BESPOKE

“Bespoke furniture is a great option if
you're looking for something that's
unique to your home,” comments Adam
Brown, director at The Painted Furniture
Company. “You may have a certain
awkward space you'd like to fill, or a
particular colour scheme in mind.
Whatever you're planning, going for a
tailored option means your furniture fits
your specifications exactly, without
having to compromise.”

Having furniture that's been made to
measure means it can be completely
customised to your requirements or style,
explains Adam. “These designs can
include highly efficient storage
capabilities, be it concealing office
equipment and wiring or including
additional storage,” he says. “By looking
at your own requirements, you can
ensure that the piece of furniture fits
precisely into your life and does exactly
what you need it to. For example, if you
have a huge shoe collection, why not ask
about including a shoe rack within your
wardrobe, or extra storage space
underneath your bedframe?”

Bespoke furniture can also be
designed to match the specific space, no

matter how inaccessible or small. “This
can be particularly useful in smaller
spaces or rooms that are an unusual
shape,” Adam continues. “Awkward
nooks and crannies, like the spot under
the stairs, might usually go unused but by
commissioning a piece to its exact
measurements, such as one of our

low bookcases, you can turn it into

Ly

a practical and beautiful feature of your
new home.”

Manufacturers of bespoke furniture can
also offer various options when it comes
to colour options etc. “Bespoke
manufacturers can offer collections in
bespoke sizes, along with a choice of
colours and handles to make each design
as personal as possible,” Adam
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When selecting
a piece of
furniture which
will stand in
your home for
years to come,
quality is the
most important
feature

concludes. “You can also let them know if
you want a certain combination of
drawers and shelves, or a certain finish.
On top of this, expert teams can even
colour match your furniture to ensure that
it fits into your scheme seamlessly.”

READY MADE

Alternatively, there are many of
beautiful ready-designed pieces
available on the market. Rachel
Edmonds, founder of Newtons Furniture
says: "Professionally designed furniture
is just that. It's beautifully crafted and

designed by someone with years of
experience. Not only is professionally-
designed furniture more readily
available at the click of a button, but it
also looks and feels amazing.”

Ready made furniture is designed
and created by people who have a
passion for interior design, explains
Rachel. “Selecting the right pieces is a
wonderful way to imprint your
personality on the overall design of
your room,” she adds. “For example, if
you love the look of French furniture,
there is nothing like hand designed and
hand carved furniture. In this instance,
it's always best to go with the experts
who specialise in a particular look. An
expert will always have knowledge on
what will and won’t work, and should
be happy to advise on what will work
best in your scheme. They take the
worry out of the design process.”

The other benefit to selecting
something ready made is the savings
that can be made from both a time and
cost perspective. “You don't have to
wait weeks to sign off on a design and
can always be sure of finding other
furniture pieces to match your scheme,”
Rachel explains. Companies often
create complete sets of furniture,
meaning “you can create the perfect
room in your desired look safe in the
knowledge that each piece of furniture
complements the next,” Rachel says.

“More importantly, you can send it back
or exchange it should the colour, size or
design not live up to your
expectations.”

Both choices clearly have their
benefits. While bespoke furniture is
often more unique, and best for
distinctively shaped rooms,
professionally designed pieces are easy
to buy and are often a better option if
you're looking for a stylised look.

Whatever path you take, one thing
which cannot be argued is the old
saying ‘buy cheap and buy twice’. When
selecting a piece of furniture which will
stand in your home for years to come,
often undertaking daily use, quality is
the most important feature. There are
many bespoke and pre-made furniture
companies in the UK which make the
most of dedicated experts and
craftsmen to ensure that their products
are of the very best quality and will
stand the test of time, so a bit of
research can go a long way in making
sure you get the best possible product
for your money.

The furniture you choose for your
dream home is a very personal decision.
What may be the best option for one
person may not be the same for
another, and so the best policy is to
consider all the options available, and
select the piece which fits best into your
lifestyle and design tastes.
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Elegant and easy to care for — the S21

L [ There are many advantages to owning an
H oil-fired stove. Perfect for those who live
- - ilmR in rural areas without access to mains

gas, the S21 traditional design from
Nestor Martin is not only easy to use but
it is also reliable, low-maintenance and
inexpensive to run, using just 0.15 Itr of
oil per hour at minimum. It comes with
an electric starter but will continue to
provide powerful heat output in the
event of a power cut, as it doesn't
require any electricity to operate and can
also be started manually, too. There are three heat outputs to choose
from — 6kW, 8kW and 10kW. The Stanford S21 stove from Nestor
Martin costs from £1,570. Contact Eurostove for more information.

01934 750500 www.eurostove.co.uk

 §

Schiedel wins at Hearth & Home

Schiedel Chimney System's ICID Plus
Double Wall Adjustable Starter Section,
a quick and easy way of disconnecting

a stove for inspection, has won ‘Best
Flueing and Ventilation Product' at

this year's Hearth & Home exhibition,
which took place from 11% - 13" June at
the Harrogate International Centre.

As well as being easy to remove, the
product is also extremely simple to install
and as part of Schiedel's new improved
ICID Plus range, comes with a lifetime
warranty. The ICID range has now evolved into a multi-application
system, suitable for use with traditional and pellet stoves, biomass
appliances, mini/micro CHP and even condensing boilers.

0191 4161150 www.schiedel.co.uk

Conventional and Balanced Flue Gas Stoves

Paragon branded efficient, realistic high
quality gas flame technology is now
available in a freestanding stove design
both for conventional and balanced flue
systems. The new Paragon gas stove
models are manufactured with heavy-
duty, seam-welded steel bodies and
doors in keeping with high quality solid
fuel originals. Conventional flue models
can be fitted into Class one, Class two
and Pre-cast flues and come complete
with an innovative closure plate system.
BF models have a rear mounted “through the wall” flue system
supplied with the unit. For more information or to arrange a display
please contact Charlton & Jenrick.

sales@charltonandjenrick.co.uk

The classic Stanford stove

- - Whether you're looking for a feature

p! | F = focal point to an open-plan living space

. or a central attraction for a cosy living
room, there’s nothing like the warmth
and charm of a wood burning stove.
With a powerful heat output and
attractive view of the flickering flames
within, the Stanford collection will
instantly elevate any interior and can
even add value to your home. The
Stanford range is available in three
different models to suit your needs. Each
design is crafted from high quality cast iron with a traditional black
finish and is created to burn both seasoned wood and smokeless coal.
Please contact Eurostove for more details.

info@eurostove.co.uk

Capital Fireplaces offer a wide range of UK designed f
contemporary and traditional fireplaces, fires and stoves www.capitalfireplaces.co.uk L

july/august 2017

www.sbhonline.co.uk 57


www.capitalfireplaces.co.uk

FIXTURES & FINISHES

Tread with
confidence

Complete Stair Systems’ Nick Rackham explains
how to choose a custom-made staircase while

sticking to a budget

staircase is generally the first
Afeature on view when entering a

property, meaning it creates the
perfect opportunity for a wonderful first
impression. Having a specially designed
staircase in the hallway will further
enhance this effect while reflecting on
the style of the property and the
character of the owner. Ultimately,
choosing the right stair is a really
important decision.

BUT HOW BESPOKE A STAIRCASE CAN YOUR
BUDGET STRETCH TO?

Bearing the importance of getting stairs
right in mind, while a closed softwood
flight with carpeted treads and risers
would be the most economical choice,
would it give the right impression? There
are several key elements to be
considered in specifying a more
interesting, custom-made flight with
open risers, which will affect the price.

THE SHAPE OF STAIRS TO COME

The simpler the shape of the staircase,
the cheaper the cost of the flight. A
straight flight staircase is therefore the
cheapest to produce, followed by a
quarter turn (90 degrees) and then a half
turn (180 degrees).

Spiral staircases (steps arranged
around a central pillar) can be fairly cost
effective depending on the materials
used. The most expensive option is to
add curves to the staircase — whether in
a complete curve (helical shaped) or just
with a swooping entrance. While a
curved stair can look stunning it costs a
significant amount to produce.

SUPPORTING STRUCTURE

Above and beyond the conventional

double timber stringer construction,

there are many other methods of

supporting the steps of a staircase.
Steel is very popular due to the fact a

smaller amount can support a greater

weight, and therefore appear less bulky
than timber. Steel stringers can be cut to
a specific desired shape or can be
located under the centre of the stair to
form a spine.

TREADS & BALUSTRADES

Hardwood is generally the first choice
for custom-made staircase treads but
glass, granite and stone are also
popular.

Conventional timber spindles tend to
be the standard balustrade on a basic
softwood stair, but for a more modern,
open and light feel a custom-made flight
is likely to have a glass balustrade or
stainless steel spindles or rails. Glass is
extremely popular and is generally held
in place between timber or steel newel
posts or bolted to the edge of the
stringers or treads to give a frameless
‘'no newel’ appearance.

Horizontal rails are attractive and a
little less costly than glass, but check
your building inspector is happy with
them before purchasing. They can be
viewed as forming a ladder effect and
therefore being climbable.

Spindles are also available for custom-
made staircases and are often
constructed in steel or stainless
steel. They are generally thinner in
profile than their traditional timber
counterparts and the cost of spindles will
generally be less than glass, depending
on their finish.

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Many custom-made, modern staircases
have open risers to allow the passage
of light. Building Regulations stipulate
that the gap between each step cannot
exceed 100 mm for safety reasons. All
specialist companies will be aware of
the Regulations and will have solutions
to reduce the gap, but if they have
multiple methods for doing this they
may not include the cost in their quote.

The staircase
creales the
perfect
portunitly
or a

wonderful first

impression

Instead they might list and cost the
options separately, so check the
quotation carefully.

Another item to consider that can add
considerably to the costs is the
requirement for a landing balustrade.
This is to offer protection around any
voids over the stairwell and generally
takes the form of a balustrade that
matches the staircase. A company is
likely price this per metre so be sure to
work out how much you need and
calculate accordingly.

Installation is another cost to be
factored into the budget. Most
companies will offer a supply only, or a
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supply and installation cost, giving you
the option of self-assembly. Given many
custom-made staircases are
straightforward to fit, it may well prove a
more economical option to have your
builder install yours — but make sure you
get a price first.

Any installation price a company
provides will most likely be a little
inflated to allow for any necessary
travel and accommodation, which of
course would not be part of your
builder's fee.

To keep your new staircase within a
respectable budget, the best advice is
to keep the design simple. The most
economical solution would be a
traditional, straight flight formed with
softwood treads and stringers and ply
risers. However this style is unlikely to
provide the impact of a custom-made
design. If you are looking for something
a little more striking and modern in
keeping with your new build or
refurbishment, gather some inspiration
from the internet, magazines and TV
shows and put together a mood board
of your favourites.

It is important to prioritise a list of the
elements and materials you would
really like to have — for example oak
treads, glass balustrade — and be
prepared for the fact that you might
have to make sacrifices to meet your
budget. Perhaps opting for stained
beech rather than walnut steps, or
having a stud wall at the first floor level
instead of a matching glass balustrade,
might be a better fit for your budget.

If you can influence the design at the
early stages and need to keep costs
down it's advisable to specify a straight
flight configuration — or at least stay
away from curves! Your architect and
builder should be able to give you an
indication of costs at this stage, before

Be prepared for the fact that you
might have to make sacrifices to
meet your budget

you filter down your selection and
contact specialist companies for a
precise quotation.

When getting quotations ensure they
are for a 'like for like’ product and check
if the price includes fitting or is supply
only. Also check if it is possible to see
the product in a property or a showroom
to ensure you're satisfied with the
quality before proceeding.

There are more specialist staircase

companies operating in the UK than
ever before, each with their own
beautiful array of designs. Enjoy
gathering inspiration, but remember the
more ambitious the design and shape
and the more unusual the materials,

the higher the price of the stair is likely
to ascend.

Nick Rackham is managing director at
Complete Stair Systems

july/august 2017

www.sbhonline.co.uk 59


www.completestairsystems.co.uk

FIXTURES & FINISHES

SELFBUILD

& CONTRACT FLOORS LTD

Underfloor Heating
& Flowing Screed
On-time
Right-first-time

We specialise in a wide range of projects including:

* Self Builds * Barn Conversions
* New Builds * Extensions
* Renovation Projects * Basement Conversions

BESPOKE SP'RAL STA' RCASES Visit: www.selfbuildfloors.co.uk
YRR RN e S

www.spiralstairsystems.co.uk COMPLETE

info@spiralstairsystems.co.uk STAIR 0 0 @

01794 522444 SYSTEMS

Email: info@selfbuildfloors.co.uk
Phone: 0114 231 5937

Need help with @L \
your wooden floor?  (~Bona )

For new installations or renovations —
speak to your local Bona Certified Contractor!

At Bona we are passionate about wood floors.
Our range of oils and lacquers have been used
worldwide for nearly a century to protect and finish
beautiful wood surfaces.

To help you prolong the life of your floor, we've
trained a network of wood floor specialists in the
use of our dust-free sanding system and high
performance coatings.

Call us on 01908 525 150 or use the ‘Find your
contractor’ tool on our website at bona.com  ;
to find your local wood floor specialist. A

Bona Limited
Tel 01908 525 150
info.uk@bona.com

bona.com

Bona

Passion for wood floors
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Sunspaces appears on Love Your Garden

SunSpaces was featured on ITV's Love Your Garden! To help transform
Mark Ormrod's family garden, we supplied a SunSpace Aspire+
Veranda with a glass roof. This surprise project was in aid of Mark
Ormrod, a former Marine who lost three limbs in Afghanistan. Mark’s
story has been well documented in the press and has had high level
support from Prince Harry. Since becoming one of the UK's first triple
amputee, Mr Ormrod has created a lot of awareness for the men and
women wounded in action fighting on behalf of our country. ITV really
wanted to support this inspirational man, and we were more than
happy to help! We knew that our Sunspace Aspire+ was the perfect
solution to the family’s outdoor challenges. Sunspace Aspire+ verandas

with a glass roof are modern, sophisticated and durable verandas. www.theradiatorgallery.com | sales@theradiatorgallery.com
Their contemporary design provides you with shelter and the perfect

space to relax in. These verandas are available either as attached or South Woodford Brentwood Wandsworth
detached. Attached Aspire+ verandas are fixed to the back or side of 140 Hermon Hill, 5-7 Coptfold Rd 621 Garratt Lane,

your house, while the detached verandas can be placed anywhere you

for i d Our Aspire+ R ith ol s h K South Woodford, Brentwood Wandsworth,
prefer in your garden. Our Aspire+ verandas with glass roofs have few London E18 104 Essex CM14 4BN London SW18 4SX
supports hence gives you a clear, unbarred view. They come in four

Tel: 0208 530 7555 Tel: 01277 23378 Tel: 0208 944 2001

standard colours. They are also available in a range of other colours for
an additional cost. We also offer a broad range of accessories to www.simply-lefroy.co.uk
accompany our glass roof verandas.

029 2080 3756 www.sunspaces.co.uk

Brilliant edging products for every project

EverEdge Classic EverEdge ProEdge EverEdge Titan EverEdge Garden Rings EverEdge Planters

The permanent way to maintain The efficient option in flexible steel When a deeper and more robust edge  The rings are assembled by securing These rugged planters can be made
neat edges for lawns, paths, flower  edging for larger projects is required we recommend the two simple coach bolts at each overlap  to order
and vegetable beds 2.5 metre length for quicker Titan system to achieve a neat and clean circletogo  © Cor-Ten (as shown above)
© Flexible 1 metre lengths installation e 2.5 metre lengths around trees and shrubs © Weathered Steel

© Maintenance-free e Fewer joints for unobtrusive, 2.5 mm to 6.0 mm thicknesses Supplied:  Hot Dip Galvanised

© Will not rust cleaner edges * Made to order in various depths * 600 mm 2 piece, 900 mm 3 piece,  Powder Coated
© Just mow over for perfect edges Deeper, wider spikes for extra © 75 mm & 125 mm depths

stability  Bespoke rings can be supplied
© Heavy duty 2.5 mm thick o upon request

Avade in galvanised mild steel will not rust EVEREDGE P ’

4 Britain

] £

THE EDGING COMPANY Please write, telephone, or visit our website for more information

EverEdge, PO Box 9, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL6 8HA Tel: 01453 731717 Ordering online is available at www.everedge.co.uk
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See the

light

Omid Nikroo of Loxone UK shares some advice on smart lighting and why
you should consider it for your build

ighting has been a ubiquitous
Lfeature in our homes since time

immemorial. Granted, the methods
we use to light our homes may have
changed over the years, but the basic
premise has remained the same.

We're now entering a ‘new age’ of
lighting, moving away from the days
of mere ‘on’ and ‘off' to embracing
technology as a way of improving
how lighting affects the appearance
and feel of a home.

Interestingly, many people don’t give
lighting much thought when it comes
to budget allocation, however, it's often
the single biggest influence on the
way we feel when we're in a space,
so getting it right is key. Lighting can
be used to highlight features, furniture
or favourite works of art. It can be
used to zone areas, which is especially
useful if your build is of the
open-plan inclination.

It's important to consider different
sources of light when planning spaces
for your home. If we think of an open-
plan kitchen/diner, we might have
several different light circuits — some
spotlights in the kitchen ceiling, some
pendant lights over the dining table,
perhaps a floor lamp, and some LED
strip underneath the kitchen cabinets.
Controlling all of these circuits
individually would be a real pain.
That's where smart lighting comes in.

SMART LIGHTING

In it's simplest form, smart lighting
affords you greater control over
the lights within your home.

There are many options out
there — from bulbs that you can
purchase from your high street electrical
retailer, to much more advanced
systems that integrate with other aspects
of your home.

More advanced smart lighting systems
allow you to create ‘'moods’ or ‘scenes’,
by creating pre-set combinations
of different lighting circuits, colours
and brightnesses.

INSTALLATION

The technology of today moves

at lightning speed, keeping up with the
fact that lifestyles are increasingly fast-
moving too. Your wiring infrastructure is
the backbone of your home.

While it's easy to replace devices such
as motion sensors or switches, having
to open up walls to pull extra cables is
much more costly and inconvenient.
Therefore it's important to speak to
your electrician or find a smart
home professional early on in the build
to help design a suitable system that

will work for you and your home.

There are different ways you can
wire a smart lighting system.
Traditionally, lighting circuits are wired
on a ring main. Smart home systems
can be wired on a 'bus’ basis or
‘star-wired' back to a central point, and
some solutions offer a more flexible,
free-form way of wiring.

Whichever option you choose,
it's important to consider the
functionality you require from your
home, and to plan for anything you may
be considering in the future.
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This could mean ensuring you pull
cable to the garden for lighting

and audio, or to the loft space if
you're thinking of having solar panels
putin at a later date.

Of course, there are also wireless
options. Smart light bulbs offer a
very quick and simple way of controlling
your lights through an app, but be
aware that it's often difficult to integrate
these type of products into a
wider smart home system.

There are options on the market for
fully integrated lighting that don’t
require any rewiring — the upfront cost
of these solutions will likely be
considerably more than if you were
to opt for a piecemeal solution such as
a smart bulb. However, like many things
in life, you get what you pay for:
in terms of functionality, you'll get
much more value for your money if

you're able to have a fully integrated
system put in at the first fix stage.

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS

In addition to the physical wiring
infrastructure of your lighting, it's also
important to think about flexibility, do
you want to control certain circuits, or
even individual lights automatically?
Individually addressable lights can be
useful if you've not yet decided on
placement of furniture or key pieces
within a space, and they're a great
choice if you're keen to maximise
energy savings.

Colour is another important
consideration. Do you just want a white
light, or would you like to add colour
to your home? When choosing a
white light, most people tend to opt
for a ‘warm’ white, which has a softer
tone and doesn't feel as harsh as a

Advanced

smart lighting
systems allow
you to create
‘moods’ or
‘scenes’

colder white. A very popular option
for colour lighting is LED strip, which
is usually used for indirect lighting.
LED strip is commonly installed under
kitchen cabinets, behind televisions,
or underneath shelving and stair treads,
to provide a subtle light and draw
attention to a particular feature. The
colour-changing aspect of this type of
lighting is ideal if you're looking

to instantly transform the look and
feel of the home.

SWITCH PLACEMENT

Traditionally, light switches have always
been installed near the entrance/exit to
a room. In some rooms, however, it's
more helpful to have a switch closer to
hand — for example, next to the sofa to
easily dim lights and lower the blinds
when you're watching a film, or by the
bed to switch off all the lights
throughout the house without leaving
your nest.

If you're planning a large kitchen
which includes an island for food
preparation, a wireless switch nearby
could be used to do anything from
making the lights brighter, to adjusting
the volume of your music or starting the
extractor hood.

The most important thing to do if
you're considering smart lighting is to
really think about your home and how
you will live in it and interact with it.

If you're going to be pulling cables
for your lighting system, consider
solutions that offer greater smart
home functionality, such as heating
and security automation, as these

are likely to be the most reliable

and offer the greatest value for money
over the long term.

Whether you're embarking on a
self-build, extension, renovation or
just re-doing your kitchen; consider
reaching out to a smart home
expert who can help you realise
your dream home.

Omid Nikroo is a home automation
specialist at Loxone UK
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Unique Calacatta from COMPAC

Inspired by the beauty and elegance of
natural stone, Unique Calacatta from
COMPAC is a stunning quartz
worksurface featuring a grey veining
design running through a pure white
background characteristic of marble.
Every reference for this new worksurface
is unique, because just like in nature,
each slab presents different nuances and
patterns in design. The natural hardness
of quartz comes hand in hand with a
waterproof, hygienic finish offering even
greater resistance to heat and scratches. This means that Unique
Calacatta is especially appropriate for intensive use areas such as
kitchen and bathroom worksurfaces, floor tiling or wall cladding.

ALL-IN-ONE BLUETOOTH

CEILING SPEAKERS

info@compac.es

The extensive Fundo range from wedi

Whatever your project is - renovation or
new build, wooden or concrete floor,
point or linear design with or without
integrated drainage - you will find a
suitable shower element in wedi’s
extensive Fundo range. These shower
trays are not only tileable and 100 per
cent waterproof, but also unique in their
thermal properties which provide added
sync any phone, tablet or Amazon echo insulation, hence resulting in warmer tiles

and play your music! under foot. A whole bathroom from a
' single source: wedi building boards,
wedi shower seats, wedi niches and many more accessories truly

WWW.LITHEAUDIO.COM/OFFERS complete your shower installation and waterproofing system.

Think quality...Think reassurance...Think versatility... Think wedi!

POWER IT. SYNC IT. PLAY IT. "

Add power from the lighting circuit,

www.wedi.co.uk

LOXONE

SMART HOME
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Stay crisp and clean with BLANCO

BLANCO introduces the minimalistic,
timeless Pleon sink to the impressive
portfolio. There are three models to
choose from — Pleon 5, Pleon 6 and
Pleon 6 Split. The sinks are made from
the durable Silgranit® PuraDur®, and are
available in all eleven colours in the
CombiColour range. There are also
optional accessories for the Pleon.
These include an elegant ash
compound chopping board, a hang-in
multifunctional colander in stainless steel
and a practical bowl rack. The innovative new InFino® waste system
and the concealed hygienic C-Coverflow complete the look. BLANCO
offers a selection of mixer taps which complement the Pleon sink.

info@blanco.co.uk

Innovative all-in-one bluetooth speaker

Until now it hasn't been easy to install
speakers in a ceiling without connecting
to a separate amplifier & running cables
through your walls. But Lithe Audio

has now launched a truly innovative
ceiling speaker that is a fully integrated
all-in-one solution. Simply connect power
from your lighting circuit, pair any phone,
tablet or Amazon echo and play your
music. The high-performance speakers
deliver superb sound quality with
pin-sharp clarity and are easy-to-install.
An [P-rated version is also available - for use in bathrooms. At £199.99
for a Bluetooth Ceiling Speaker or £269.99 for a pair, they're also
superb value for money.

www.litheaudio.com

BE WISE

WHEN YOU ADVERTISE

PANELAND FURNITURE LTD - 01299 271143

* 100% solid wood kitchens — no MDF, chipboard or ply

« Dovetail jointed drawers — mortise and tenon joints for carcases
 Free design service, individual, hand drawn plans

* Non-standard sizes, at no extra cost, to suit your kitchens dimensions
 Fully assembled units; no annoying flat-pack assembly

 Straig ward, easy to ing: prices include VAT & delivery
* Knotted, primed and painted units are now available

Pineland is a privately owned, family company that has been established for over 20 years.
We believe in listening to our clients, and our hand drawn plans, reflect our customers
desires and opinions. The final design ines well ionality, with

and beauty, and our clients are often surprised how all this can be achieved at such a
reasonable cost.

Visit our website: www.pineland.co.uk Email: enquiries@pineland.co.uk
Or call our offices: CLEOBURY MORTIMER, SHROPSHIRE: 01299 271143
NORTHWICH, CHESHIRE: 01606 41292

Selfbuilder & Homemaker is
independently verified
by ABC.

So our advertisers know
they are getting what they
paid for.

ABC. See it. Believe it. Trust it

abc

e |
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EVEN MORE WAYS TO GET THE LATEST INFORMATION FOR SELF-BUILDERS!
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www.sbhonline.co.uk

The Selfbuilder & Homemaker
website is an online provider
of past and present products
and news items for the
selfbuilder. Regularly updated
with hundreds of press
releases sbhonline.co.uk is a
one-stop source for all the
latest press releases providing
you with access to information
about products and services
you require for your project as
well as self-build relevant
news and case studies.

Digital Issue

The digital issue of Selfbuilder
& Homemaker provides all the
same content as the print
issue with the added
advantage of being instantly
available whenever and
wherever you have access to
the internet. In addition to its
ease of access the digital
issue of Selfbuilder &
Homemaker gives direct links
to advertisers, allowing you to
visit a potential supplier's
website with the simple click
of a mouse. Subscribe at
www.sbhonline.co.uk

SBH Newsletter

Emailed on a fortnightly basis,
the Selfbuilder & Homemaker
newsletter is designed to
provide you with the latest
information on products and
services of interest, direct to
your inbox. You can quickly
gather a snapshot of
information from up to 12
care-fully selected companies
and easily follow links through
to further information on
www.sbhonline.co.uk, or go
direct to the company’s own
website. Brochures and
videos are also regularly
available. Subscribe at
www.sbhonline.co.uk

AIR TIGHTNESS & TESTERS

155111".5}

Camplignc s

BUILDING REGULATION
COMPLIANCE TESTING

Part E: Sound Insulation
Part F: Venfilation
Part L Air Tightness
=* Nationwide Service
== ATTMA Members

== Competitive Fees

= Fast Response
= Fully Accredited
= UK's No. 1
Call Today: 0800 587 1000
Quote Ref:-BS00] fo receive a discount
www.bsria.co.uk

compliance@bsria.co.uk

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

DOORS & WINDOWS

SASH WINDOW LOCKS

www.sashwindowlock.com
TEL: 0844 482 20 34 FAX 01708 768 825

PeEGAsus WHIRLPOOL BATHS

01633 244555 ::
h

WWW.pef irlpooll .co.uk

61-62 Lower Dock St, King

LODGES

Need some extra accommodation?
Building your own home?
Kids saving for a deposit?
Parents moving back in?

THE SUNRISE LODGE SELF-CONTAINED
ANNEX FOR JUST £24,995

40" x 13’ log cabin fitted with
kitchen, bathrooms, beds and
appliances

Plus extra winter pack
insulation, double glazing &
gas central heating

F s

info@pegasuswhirlpoolbaths.co.uk

y, Newport, Gwent. NP20 1EF

Discount Code: SBH4011

HEATING, VENTILATION &
SERVICES
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OAK PRODUCTS

OAK BEAMS
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ADVICE & INFORMATION BATHROOMS & SHOWERS

National Self Build &
Renovation Centre (NSBRC)
0845 2234455

www.nsbrc.co.uk

AIR CONDITIONING &
VENTILATION

EnviroVent
01423 810810

www.envirovent.com

Total Home Environment
0345 2600123
www.totalhome.co.uk

ARCHITECTURAL IRONMONGERY

[ronmongery Direct
0808 1682288

www.ironmongerydirect.com

Grant Westfield
0131 337 6262
www.grantwestfield.co.uk

Hansgrohe
01372 465 655
www.hansgrohe.co.uk

BUILDING PRODUCTS

British Gypsum
0115 945 1000
www.british-gypsum.com

Hultafors
01484 85 44 88
www.hultafors.co.uk

Snickers Workwear
01484 85 44 88
www.snickersworkwear.co.uk

TEMPORARY
ACCOMMODATION
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CARA-SALES

Static Caravans
for Self Builders

]
Buy- -Sell
DHLRD 633750
infofiar s taliicom

| WWWANEENNICOM

BI-FOLDING & SLIDING
DOORS

1st Folding Sliding Doors
02089 972448
www. Tstslidingfoldingdoors.co.uk

Garador Ltd
01935443722
www.garador.co.uk
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BI-FOLDING & SLIDING
DOORS

Bi-Fold Door Factory Ltd
0800 999 5575
www.bifolddoorfactory.co.uk

CHIMNEYS

Flue & Ducting Ltd
0161 480 2994
www.flue-ducting.co.uk

Schiedel Chimney Systems
01914161150
www.schiedel.co.uk

DOORS, WINDOWS &
CONSERVATORIES
Jeld-Wen

0845 1222890
www.jeld-wen.co.uk

Kloeber UK
01487 740044
www.kloeber.co.uk

Made for Trade
0844 335 1226
www.madefortrade.co

Urban Front Ltd
01494 778 787

www.urbanfront.co.uk

FINANCE & INSURANCE

Mary Riley Custom

Build Funding

01202 673456
www.pfmassociates.co.uk

Self-Build Zone
0345 230 9874
www.selfbuildzone.com

FIRES & FIREPLACES

Arada
01297 35700
www.aradastoves.com

Capital Fireplaces
01462 813138
www.capitalfireplaces.co.uk

Clearview Stoves
01588 650401
www.clearviewstoves.com

Nu-Flame
020 8254 6802
www.nu-flame.co.uk

Opies
01245 468977
www.john-opie.co.uk

FLOORS & FLOOR
COVERINGS

Bona
01908 525 150
www.bona.com

FLOORS & FLOOR COVERINGS

The Deck Tile Co.
0845 27 00 696

www.thedecktileco.co.uk

GARAGE DOORS

Hormann (UK)
01530 513000
www.hormann.co.uk

GLASS & GLAZING

ESG Group Ltd
01376 520061
www.esguk.co.uk

Whitesales
01483 271371
www.whitesales.co.uk

GREEN ROOFS

Wallbarn
0208 916 2222
www.wallbarn.com

HEATING & PLUMBING

Uponor
01455 550355
www.uponor.co.uk

Vaillant
0345 602 0262
www.vaillant.co.uk

HEAT PUMPS

ICE Energy
08081 452340
www.iceenergy.co.uk

INSULATION

Cellecta
08456 717174
www.cellecta.co.uk

Insulation Giant
0844 8922254

www.insulationgiant.co.uk

Superfoil Insulation
01636 639 900
www.superfoil.co.uk

Thermohouse UK Ltd
0208 752 8013

www.thermohouse.co.uk

KITCHENS & APPLIANCES

Pineland Furniture Ltd
01299 271143
www.pineland.co.uk

Poggenpohl UK
01727 738111
www.poggenpohl.com

Rangemaster
0800 8046261
www.rangemaster.co.uk

LANDSCAPING

EverEdge
01453 731717
www.everedge.co.uk

MASTIC SEALANTS

Domestic Mastics
0208 7126142
www.domesticmastic.net

PACKAGE BUILD
Baufritz (UK)
01223 235632
www.baufritz.co.uk

Davinci Haus GmbH & Co. KG
02081 3339204
www.davinci-haus.com

Flight Homes
01787 222336
www.flighthomes.co.uk

Hanse Haus
0845 6589780
www.hanse-haus.co.uk

Kingspan Potton
01767 676400
www.potton.co.uk

Scandia-Hus
01342 838060
www.scandia-hus.co.uk

PLANT, TOOLS & EQUIPMENT

Brandon Hire
0870 5143391
www.brandontoolhire.co.uk

PUMPING STATIONS

J T Pumps
0844 414 5800
www.jtpumps.co.uk

RAINWATER PRODUCTS

Aluminium Roofline Products
0116 289 44 00
www.arp-ltd.com

Yeoman Rainguard
0113 279 5854
www.rainguard.co.uk

ROOFING & CLADDING

Hoppings Softwood Products
01992 578877
www.timber-cladding.co.uk

SEWAGE TREATMENT

We Build It
01746781782
www.webuildit-Itd.co.uk

SOFTWARE

House Builder XL
0845 1234065
www.hbxl.co.uk

STAIRS & STAIRCASES

Complete Stair Systems Ltd
01794 522444
www.completestairsystems.co.uk

STATIC HOMES

Sunrise Holiday Homes Ltd
01255 815045
www.shhltd.co.uk

TEMPORARY
ACCOMMODATION

Amber Leisure Clacton
01255 821190
www.amberleisure.com

TIMBER & JOINERY
Carpenter Oak

01803 732900
www.carpenteroak.com

Carpenter Oak & Woodland
01225 743089
wwwi.carpenteroakandwoodland.com

James Jones & Sons Ltd
01309 671 111

www.jji-joists.co.uk

Log Cabin UK
01970 832 328
www.logcabinuk.com

The Oak Designs Company Ltd
01273 400411
www.oakdesigns.co.uk

Oakwrights
01432 353353
www.oakwrights.co.uk

Osmo UK
01296 481220
www.osmouk.com

Silva Timber Products
01514 953111
www.silvatimber.co.uk

Solo Timber Frame Ltd
01892 771354
www.solotimberframe.co.uk

Taylor Lane
01432 271912
www.taylor-lane.co.uk

UNDERFLOOR HEATING

Speedheat
01908 562211
www.speedheat.co.uk

The Underfloor Heating Store
0844 800 3396

www.theunderfloorheatingstore.com
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LEVATO MONO
porcelain paver system

The Levato Mono porcelain paver system is the pinnacle of external raised flooring
technology; enabling the specification of lightweight, slip resistant and attractive raised
flooring solutions, combining incredible technical properties with uncompromising
aesthetics; making them the ideal choice for commercial and domestic use alike.
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