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RATHBONE SQUARE, FITZROVIA
Make Architects takes the chance to create an urban
green oasis in this central London mixed use scheme

SIMON SAINSBURY CENTRE, CAMBRIDGE
Carving out open student spaces on a tight city site
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here is no escaping it, even during the summer months – Brexit remains the topic of conversation on
everyone’s lips, partly due to the fact that it affects everyone’s lives in the UK. In some quarters the tide
appears to be turning against the Leave vote as the realities of trying to push through either May’s
compromise or the alternative No Deal scenario become clearer.
A recent poll by Sky of 1500 customers found that 78 per cent of respondents thought the Government was
doing a “bad job” in the negotiations, somewhat predictably. However, it also saw a majority of those
responding (51 per cent versus 40 per cent disagreeing) saying that Brexit would be “bad for the country
overall”. Perhaps even more revealing (and food for thought for Theresa May as she returns from a less-relaxingthan-she-would-have-liked holiday), was that 50 per cent (versus 40 per cent) said they were in favour of a
second referendum. In this scenario, this would be a choice between the deal the Government agrees with the EU,
No Deal, and staying within the EU.
While the idea of another referendum, with the same inflated grandstanding from both sides (skirting over any
inconvenient detail in case a Twitter soundbite moment is missed), is somewhat depressing, so is the idea of No
Deal, or an unworkable deal which causes economic misery. According to the Construction Products Association,
Brexit uncertainty is the “elephant in the room” which has “had a big effect on international investment” in the
UK, and which has played out in the organisation’s recent poor construction output figures.
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With housebuilding expected to pull construction out of its current slump (the CPA anticipates growth to fall
this year – the first time in six years), the reliance on this sector is a somewhat precarious strategy. A prolonged
period of investment being withheld following what could be a chaotic Brexit is the last thing we need. If job
losses or a hike in the cost of living are major casualties, then mortgages applications are also likely to be. This
won’t help housebuilders build what they need to (they won’t build anything that won’t sell).
The NHBC said in July that builders had started work on 12 per cent fewer homes in London in the three
months to June than in the same period in 2017. A fairly feeble 2,917 homes were due to start construction, the
smallest number for the time of year since 2009 – the depths of a financial crisis. This is being blamed on Brexit
uncertainty coming from the financial sector. London’s housebuilding decline dragged the overall total to a 3 per
cent yearly drop – again lagging behind previous years.
So, if Brexit continues to be a source of concern for the financial sector, which seems highly likely at least in the
short term, we can expect London at least to continue to see such drops. While some may see this as a
rebalancing of inflated property prices, any prolonged downturn has to be a cause for concern.
Will the realities of Brexit turn the ideals of taking back control expressed by many into instead having to accept
some humble pie – that it was too damaging to our economy over the long-term to have been worth the
perceived political gains? I can’t help clinging on to a faint hope that we won’t have to find out.
James Parker
Editor
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ON THE COVER...
Make Architects’ mixed use Rathbone Square scheme
in London’s Fitzrovia leads visitors to urban green
spaces via tunnels lined with green ceramic tiles

RATHBONE SQUARE, FITZROVIA
Make Architects takes the chance to create an urban
green oasis in this central London mixed use scheme

SIMON SAINSBURY CENTRE, CAMBRIDGE
Carving out open student spaces on a tight city site

For the full report on this project, go to page 37
Cover Image © Make Architects
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London Bridge station design team
celebrates completion

Images © Paul Rafery

London Bridge station, redesigned by
Grimshaw, was recently re-opened by
Prince William, the Duke of Cambridge,
marking the end of a £1bn redevelopment
project, which has transformed the
station.
The architects commented on the
station’s “ambitious” redevelopment,
saying that “as well as “catalysing the
London Bridge Quarter, it connects
millions more passengers to the capital’s
transport network”.
It has been a collaborative effort
between engineers Arcadis and WSP, who
partnered within a joint venture, as well
as Grimshaw as designers, main contractor Costain, and Network Rail.
Construction started on site in 2013,
and since then the design team has
worked together to “resolve the technically challenging project in both scale and
demand,” said Grimshaw. The resulting
design “gives careful consideration to its
heritage context and surrounding
communities, as well as its practical status
as one of the UK’s most used stations”.
Due to the modular design technique
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employed including off-site construction,
the station was open to the public
throughout the redevelopment.
London Bridge station has been
designed to regenerate Southwark with a
“permeable” design linking the station to
the public realm at multiple points. Two
new entrances on Tooley Street and St
Thomas Street provide “a modern
response to nearby Victorian arches,
seamlessly marrying the old with the new
and demonstrating the station’s status as a
quintessential London building”.
Two key architectural concepts
comprise the new station. The first
provides an expansive concourse and civic
space that can accommodate increased
passenger numbers and facilitate a quicker
and easier interchange. Larger in size than
the pitch of Wembley Stadium, the new
concourse is 80 m wide and 165 m long
and provides a generous public space
which accommodates 50 million annual
journeys and creates an environment
where visitors can spend time in between
travel with an array of high-quality retail
and cafe offerings.

Another key architectural concept was
to design with construction in mind;
London Bridge is a major interchange and
only two platforms at a time could be
removed. Grimshaw designed the scheme
to be modular and constructed off-site
wherever possible, and this can be seen
in the development of the roof as a series
of ribbons, which comprise 1,200
pre-fabricated cassettes. The canopies are
designed to be “read as one structure, with
unifying roof lights in the concourse to
signal the importance of the space”.
Engineered elements including bridge
deck columns, crossheads and Y-shape
columns are “expressed and actively
celebrated”. At the more ‘human scale’
and to balance the grey and steel palette,
warm materials bring warmth to the
space, such as the red cedar timber soffit
in the concourse.
With an increase in ‘through’ platforms
from six to nine and a reduction in
terminus platforms from nine to six,
London Bridge now offers increased
capacity for the expected passenger
numbers of up to 90 million per year.
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SFS fixings shape

Great architecture creates our skyline but
Architects may shape how buildings are designed, built and refurbished but it's the
humble fastener that ensures the structural strength and aesthetic beauty of the building's
original design intent.
To extend the building envelope's lifespan, SFS, world leader in the design and
manufacture of fastening systems, recommends its range of A4 stainless steel fasteners.

T: 0113 2085 500
W: www.sfsintec.co.uk
E: gb_technical@sfsintec.biz
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our landscape

it’s our fasteners that keep it standing
A4 fasteners provide better corrosion resistance, durability and longer warranties than
carbon or A2 stainless steel fasteners. And with the option to powder-coat heads to match
any profile, colour longevity is far better than for fasteners with moulded heads.
The combined performance and aesthetics of our A4 fasteners give you the confidence to
create sustainable buildings that will shape our landscape long into the future.
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Will Alsop’s Nairobi shopping centre
aLL Design have won planning permission
for a new retail concept in Nairobi, Kenya,
designed by the late Will Alsop, which will be
his only project completed in Africa.
A shopping centre and Grade A office
project, The Beacon will be developed by
Kiloran. The new open-air mall features
24,300 m2 of retail, food and beverage along
with a 4,200 m, seven storey office tower
overlooking the mall’s roof garden and bar.
The contents of the mall will be
characterised by a ‘sweet factory’ theme,
with many details commissioned by local
craftspeople and artisans as well as firms
using the latest manufactured materials and
technology. The Beacon is intended to bring
delight to locals and tourists; the vivid
colours and striking patterns of the facade
will hint at the amusements and leisure
facilities inside. A light monorail with
‘jellybean’-style carriages is planned, and a
helter-skelter, piano staircase and merry-goround will enliven the space and encourage
community interaction and shared
experience. Playful twists on form and
function will fulfil Alsop’s desire that
“architecture should always be fun”.
The main facade to Uhuru Highway is clad
in monochromatic porcelain panels broken
by a bright red leisure box. Internally,
mallscape walkways are sheltered from
seasonal rain and sun by colourful solar

fabric canopies. A thatched rooftop
restaurant and solid surface-clad bar sit atop
a biodiverse brown roof.
It is intended that the mall will become
a destination in its own right, sitting
immediately between major employment
zones; the Central Business District, the
Industrial Area and Upper Hill financial
district. It will “provide facilities that
encourage families with children, teenagers
and young people to dwell longer” and is
intended to help promote tourism to the area.
What aLL Design said was “a shared
commitment to ‘create places people like’ and
a common approach to promote shopping
experience” brought Kiloran and Alsop’s
aLL Design team together on this flagship
development for East Africa.
Completion of The Beacon is planned for
the spring of 2020.

THIRD TALLEST

“Tapered” 100 Leadenhall Street granted planning
100 Leadenhall Street, designed by
SOM for the Lai Sun Development
Group and asset manager London
& Oriental, has been awarded planning.
At 263.4 m AOD, the building will be
the third tallest in the City of London
and falls within the City’s eastern building cluster. Providing over 1.3 million ft2
GEA of office-led development, the
project is thought to be the last significant development opportunity in the
cluster. The tower has a tapered
form to ensure that the impact on
significant views of St Paul’s Cathedral
and other key London views is reduced,
and incorporates a richly articulated
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facade incorporating a diamondglazing pattern.
Leadenhall Street’s buildings are
predominantly stone, and the building
embraces this, with limestone elevations
at its base. At ground floor, a number of
new retail spaces are provided and new
pedestrian routes linking Leadenhall
Street to St Mary Axe and Bury Street.
The proposals incorporate three new
distinct public spaces, and reinstates a
churchyard providing an additional
10,000 ft2 of public open space.
In addition to the new public routes
through the site, a double-height
through-lobby is provided, allowing

access from both north and south
approaches. A separate entry provides
direct free access to a viewing gallery that
offers 360° views.
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Three tiers
for charred
timber in
Barangaroo
Situated in the heart of Barangaroo, the
dynamic commercial and residential urban
renewal development on the edge of
Sydney Harbour, Barangaroo House
opened in December 2017 and is the latest
venture by one of Australia’s most
celebrated chefs, Matt Moran.
The Barangaroo project has sustainability at its heart. With a commitment to
becoming the first carbon neutral global
precinct, the 22-hectare historic harbourside site is targeted to create zero waste
emissions, as well as being “water wise”
and contributing to the overall well-being
of the community. According to the
project team, it “celebrates design excellence, natural beauty, world-class ecoliving and aboriginal history, to preserve
the project for future generations”.
Inspired by the potential of creating
a ‘building in the round’, the unique
split level restaurant was designed by
architects Collins and Turner, taking
on a remarkable organic form clad in
charred Accoya modified timber.
Supplied by timber experts, Britton
Timbers, 45 mm Accoya strips were
laminated into a series of predetermined
radii with a ‘Shou Sugi Ban’ (medium
char) finish applied to create a striking
charcoal appearance. The material was
chosen due to its stability and durability,
the project being located on a prominent
water front site.
To further enhance the project, a layer
of “Anthractite” a WOCA coating from
Denmark was applied to complement the
overall design aesthetic.
Huw Turner, director of Collins and
Turner, said: “Utilising Shou Sugi Ban was
an ideal way to create a unique, striking
building form which references ancient
craftsmanship and traditions in a very
contemporary way.”
Accoya is showcased elsewhere at
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Bangaroo – the R7 Tower, a landmark
building in the development, used the
cladding to create decorative external
boxes on the facades. It was also the
material of choice for outdoor seating
within the heart of the Barangaroo

“oasis”. Aesthetically pleasing but also
highly durable and rot resistant thanks to
the material’s acetylation process, the
benches sit well in their surroundings
while being capable of withstanding the
often extreme Sydney climate.
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SHORTLIST

Bloomberg
shortlisted for
Stirling Prize

HOUSING

Kirkstall Forge scheme wins
design award
CEG and Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios
won the Project Award at this year’s
national Housing Design Awards, with the
judges commended the “contemporary
design” of the homes.
They particularly liked the unusual
mews houses which use the topography of
the site to deliver daytime living and
garden space on the first floor and splitlevel studios and bedrooms above, and felt
the development, combined with proposals
for leisure, retail and office space, offered a
“smaller-scale trailblazer” for the NHS’s
Healthy New Towns programme.
The judges, which are made up of all
five major professional institutions –
RICS, RIBA, RPTI, the Landscape
Institute and Chartered Institute of
Architectural Technologists – went on to
congratulate planning authority Leeds
City Council for securing the transport
infrastructure and quality of proposals, as
well as architects Feilden Clegg Bradley
Studios (FCBStudios) for the designs and
to developer CEG for “the vision of
Kirkstall Forge”.
James Shimwell, head of residential
development at CEG, said: “This is the
first award we have secured for the
residential element of the scheme and to
do so in light of the incredibly tough
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competition is great news.”
Kirkstall Forge is also the only
development in England located outside of
London to make the shortlist for the World
Architecture Festival Awards.
Jon Kenny, development director of
CEG, said: “For Kirkstall Forge to be
recognised on an international stage is
testament to the hard work the team has
put in to create something very special on
this brownfield site.”
“From the delivery of a new railway
station to the blend of contemporary
architecture with traditional materials, this
site is designed to bring to life a connected
community for business, residents and
visitors. FCBStudios has captured that with
an inspiring design that maximises the
green space and waterfront opportunity.”
Keith Bradley, Partner at Feilden Clegg
Bradley Studios, said: “The inspiration for
Kirkstall Forge is taken from local historic
model villages such as Saltaire and the
hillside terraced streets found in many
Yorkshire towns. This reference to the
‘best of the past’ is combined with a
contemporary vision for a 21st century
neighbourhood, making this new settlement both authentic and progressive. A
beautiful urban village for a new generation to live, work and explore.”

Bloomberg’s new European
headquarters, located near Bank
Station in the City of London, features
on this year’s RIBA Stirling Prize
shortlist of six of the UK’s best
buildings. One of the world’s most
sustainable office buildings, its form,
massing and materials are sensitive to
its historic setting yet clearly of its
own time, and “make a positive
contribution to the public realm,”
said RIBA.
Bloomberg comprises two buildings
connected by link bridges over a
dining arcade that bisects the site and
returns a lost portion of Watling Street,
an ancient Roman road, back to the
City grid. The building is rated
BREEAM Outstanding, with the
highest design-stage score of any
major office development globally.
Its self-shading facades and natural
ventilation throughout the deep-plan
interior spaces contribute significantly
to the energy efficiency of the building,
which also incorporates innovative
water conservation strategies, lighting
and power systems.
The building’s interior is a highly
bespoke response to the needs of the
global business information and
technology company – and its 4,000
London-based employees. It was
“designed to inspire collaboration and
communication in a dynamic,
innovative environment”.
The Stirling Prize winner will be
announced on Wednesday 10 October.

© Nigel Young / Foster + Partners
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VIEW POINT
Nigel Ostime of Hawkins\Brown Architects and chair of the RIBA Client Liaison
Group, says that without measuring feedback, architects can’t improve

M

anufacturers ask for feedback
as a matter of routine and use
it to improve their products in
the next model, but the construction
industry seldom does this. With few
exceptions, each project is treated in
isolation, and lessons are rarely passed on
from one to the next.
Feedback is at the heart of Quality
Assurance and stimulates continuous
improvement. QA started in manufacturing
and came to construction in the 1990s.
Architects however, often see it as a
distraction in construction.
There is good reason to believe this
differing view of the benefit of feedback is a
factor in determining productivity, which
has nearly doubled in manufacturing over
the last 25 years but actually dipped in
construction in the same period.
In construction there are two matters that
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we need to start measuring: one is the
performance of the buildings we design and
the other is the value, and consequent levels
of satisfaction we provide in the
professional services we deliver.
Measuring buildings is generally termed
‘Post Occupancy Evaluation’ (POE) and
while it doesn’t happen enough, the
principles are well known. When buildings
are measured, an energy-use performance
gap is often revealed between the asspecified design and the as-built condition.
This is in part to do with how the building
is used by the occupiers and points towards
a need for better handover on completion.
Soft Landings is a method designed to
resolve this problem, and its use is
becoming more common place, particularly
when the client is the end-user.
Seeking feedback on the service delivered
by professionals is still uncommon.

Feedback is at the heart of
Quality Assurance and
stimulates continuous
improvement. QA started
in manufacturing and
came to construction in
the 1990s – architects
however often see it as a
distraction in construction
A survey of client experiences initiated by
the RIBA Client Liaison Group (CLG),
found that client satisfaction is higher when
the client is given the opportunity to
provide feedback.
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DOOR HARDWARE
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When feedback surveys do happen, it is
usually by large practices and done in
clumps every few years. A key benefit of
the RIBA survey was giving smaller
practices access to business-critical advice
and using a larger sample than has
previously been available.
But for feedback to be of most use it
needs to be done as frequently as possible;
as a minimum at the end of each project.
Architects are concerned about asking
‘How was it for you?’ in case of getting a
negative response. And let’s face it, how
many projects run without a hitch from
start to finish? ‘My insurers wouldn’t want
me to do it’ is the usual cry. And indeed,
chalking up potential claims is a
consideration not to be taken lightly. But
the benefits outweigh the drawbacks.

frequent feedback on the sort of factors
where clients (according to the RIBA
survey) see inconsistent performance
from architects.
By collecting, monitoring and,
importantly, acting on feedback scores, you
have a tactical tool to steer clear of the
traps known to dissatisfy clients and thus
stay ahead of the competition. It also gives
you solid evidence about what you’re like
to work with, which could be extremely
useful in writing bids and making pitches.
The Listenback website is simple to sign
up to and use, making it cost-effective and
sustainable. Also, the feedback tool
acknowledges that clients are busy people,
making it quick and straightforward for
them to respond.

So how does it work?

Architects are concerned
about asking ‘How was it
for you?’ in case of a
negative response, and
let’s face it, how many
projects run without a
hitch from start to finish?
Hawkins\Brown is initiating a client
satisfaction survey to be conducted by a
third party in a structured telephone
interview lasting no more than 20 minutes.
The aim is to find themes that run across
one or more sectors and to provide evidence
of what is working well and what can be
improved. We also consider this to be a
badge signifying to our clients that we care.
We are also about to start using
Listenback (www.listenback.co.uk). Free to
use, it allows you to seek regular and

You sign up for free to create a secure
account, which gives you access to your
dashboard. From here you can add your
logo to the standardised feedback form
and invite clients to give feedback through
the Listenback website by emailing them a
link. The webtool asks them to rate the
extent to which they agree with eight
statements on a sliding Likert scale. The
statements are as follows:
1. They understood my reasons for starting
the project
2. They managed their work for me
smoothly
3. They were good team players
4. They pre-empted problems and
responded quickly and effectively to
issues as they arose
5. Their work was accurate and produced
on time
6. They had due respect for my budget and
commercial risks
7. They were good value for money
8. I would use them again and/or
recommend them to others.

Architects have been
marginalised over many
years because they could
not provide convincing
evidence of the value
they add
You are notified by email when the client
submits feedback. Back on your dashboard,
a tracker monitors what feedback you have
sent out and whether the client has
responded. The latest feedback is displayed.
Older feedback can be seen by clicking in
the tracker. Scores are expressed as
percentage scores per factor.
The recommendation is to seek feedback
at regular intervals during the project. This
has two advantages. First, it gives your
clients the chance to benefit from the
feedback. Second, it generates more scores
faster, allowing you to build a critical mass
of data to reveal trends that you can act on.
Although the CLG research suggests that
the mere fact of seeking feedback makes a
positive impression, the real value to you
and your clients is what you do with the
feedback. The data generated gives you
many of the clues you need to design a
better service. What’s more, the continuous
learning becomes a spiral of measurable
quality improvement.
Architects have been marginalised over
many years because they could not provide
convincing evidence of the value they add.
It seems highly probable that postoccupancy evaluation and continuous client
feedback can reverse this trend.
Nigel Ostime is delivery director,
Hawkins\Brown Architects, and chair of the
RIBA Client Liaison Group
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PRACTICE PROFILE

Weston Williamson + Partners
Now big players in the transport and master planning sectors, Weston Williamson +
Partners have helped shape infrastructure across London and the wider UK, with major
clients including Crossrail and HS2. Sébastien Reed speaks to partners Chris
Williamson and Philip Breese to hear how the firm is broadening its horizons

D

espite parting ways to work for different firms upon
graduating from Leicester School of Architecture in the
late ‘70s, an early collaboration forged between Chris
Williamson, Andrew Weston and Steve Humphreys continued,
and efforts were transposed from coursework into competitions.
The three lived and breathed architecture, working evenings
and weekends alongside their day jobs to develop their ideas
for competitions. As Williamson simply explains, “We worked
well together”.
During a roughly five year period, the architects accumulated a
strong portfolio of designs – some realised, most not – which they
entered into the RIBA ‘40 under 40’ exhibition which sought to
identify budding architects showing promise. An enthusiastic
response from visitors led to a leap of faith by the trio, and in
1985 WW+P was born.
Initial projects came in the main from small developers buying
modest industrial plots in and around London, which WW+P
would take to the planning approval stage, often to be sold on to
the subsequent developer. Williamson comments: “Unless you’ve
got a lot of money or contacts, that’s the only way to start.”
Over time, the prestige of projects undertaken gradually
increased, and in 1991 WW+P were selected by architect Roland
Paoletti and London Underground chairman Sir Wilfrid Newton
to join the design team for the Jubilee Line extension, where they
designed the London Bridge stop on the line. This was the ‘big
break’ that would power the practice’s future trajectory.

Approach & remit
“Some architects only want to do architecture the way they want
to do it,” says Williamson, “others who will do exactly what the
client asks for and nothing else.” The founding partner endorses
a position “somewhere in the middle” where client’s decisions are
appropriately questioned, but not so much that the client’s
overarching vision is compromised – “Architecture is a cyclical
process, you have to be able to adapt in collaboration with
the client.”
The architects cite a “rational clarity” that characterises their
approach, which Chris elaborates as taking account of context –
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A project for Metro Melbourne to improve the city’s underground rail network
spurred the opening of the firm’s first Australia office

the site, the way the sun moves over it, its immediate
surroundings, and more – and “working with the brief, rather
than trying to impose something as a style.” The clarity aspect is,
for WW+P, about how they design, rather than a particular style.
The practice has deployed this effectively across their
comprehensive project portfolio, which consists primarily of
transport and infrastructure, master planning, and mixed-use
residential schemes in the UK, India, China, and Australia.

Growth model
Senior partner Philip Breese’s appointment came later in 2005,
heading up a diversifying team working on mixed-use and housing
projects as part of the founders’ aim of future-proofing the practice.
Introducing more strata of partners, particularly earlier on, and
becoming a limited liability partnership in 2013, has produced
highly beneficial overlapping layers of experience between partners
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trend of slow and sensible growth. It is also an “inclusive” practice
– and one which believes in using their power of recruitment to
encourage social mobility, not least to bring a rich spread of
different perspectives. Events, exhibitions, and competitions
continue to prove their utility as a way of finding the next talented
architect to join the team.

Embracing past & future

Some architects only want to do
architecture the way they want to do it
which is a further safeguard for the firm going forward.
WW+P now numbers over 100 architects, designers, visualisers
and support staff in the London office, and 30 more championing
the brand’s approach from two more offices located in Melbourne
and Sydney, Australia.
On the basis of their hard-earned expertise in the transport
sector, two years ago WW+P were selected by Metro Melbourne to
work on improving the city’s underground rail network. It was this
project that spurred the opening of the firm’s first Australia office.
Breese explains to ADF how work in new sectors has helped
further develop the practice: “We’ve used transport and
infrastructure as a lever to help us in those new markets, as well as
our thoughts around transport-oriented development and how
other elements of the city plug in – residential and masterplanning
– to push things elsewhere.”
The architects have an opportunistic and altruistic attitude
towards tackling the challenges of a growing and more dispersed
workforce. “It gives you that opportunity to upscale in all areas of
work, and allows people in the practice to grow into new roles
because of that advancement at the higher end,” explains Philip.
With this in mind, WW+P are calmly intent on maintaining their
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The practice prides itself on active engagement with fusing more
traditional elements with progressive technologies. When quizzed
as to schemes that illustrate this drive, both Chris and Philip cite
their work on Paddington’s new Crossrail station as an exemplar,
located adjacent to Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s original listed
building (this project is to be presented in the October 2018 issue
of ADF).
“We tried to imagine; if he were alive today, with all the modern
materials and modern construction techniques, what would he do?
We didn’t want to do a pastiche of the original building,” Chris
explains. With Brunel’s epoch of plentiful cheap labour long
passed, Paddington Crossrail station made extensive use of offsite
and modern methods of construction to accelerate construction
processes and allow for quality to be better assessed.
Phil explains further: “In the past couple of years we’ve done
quite a lot of work in volumetric and offsite design. It’s high-tech
in the way it’s manufactured but, equally, low-tech in how it’s
put together.”
When asked for exemplars from other, possibly competing
firms which have provided inspiration, Philip mentions the
“well-crafted” R7 by Duggan Morris, part of the Kings Cross
masterplan. For Philip, this scheme with its eye-catching pink
exterior “does something different” within the context of the
broader locale.
Chris notes there is a danger of being ‘typecast’ in the UK: “Part
of the problem with being an architect here is that you tend to be
recognised for one particular skill or one particular sector of
design”. He continues: “I admire practices with a wide variety of
different kinds of work, as well as a specialism.”
His closing words tie in with WW+P’s aspirations to continue
bolstering and broadening their repertoire. Recent appointments,
including work on Toronto’s Pearson International Airport,
oversight on the developments surrounding East Croydon
Station, not to mention a new school in Cambodia, show their
commitment to not only consolidate their position in more
familiar sectors, but branch out into fruitful new pastures.
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NEW ARRIVALS
Rounding up the latest movers and in-house
appointments across the industry

AMIN ALSADEN
SHARJAH ARCHITECTURE TRIENNIAL

LK2 has expanded its team with a new senior
architectural technologist, Richard Kettleborough.
He joins the team with more than 15 years’
experience in the industry, having worked on a
multitude of residential, commercial, leisure and
retail projects including a recent £13m mixed use
scheme in Wokingham. Richard said: “I’m excited
to be joining the team at LK2. I’ve already worked
extensively on retail and leisure projects, and I’m
looking forward to getting stuck into the exciting
projects LK2 has going on both in the UK and
overseas.” Richard has also experienced working
on large European retail projects in both Moscow
and Bratislava. He joins LK2 from Benoy, having
previously worked at Simons Design and Savills.

WATG, has announced the appointment of Martin
Pease as managing director of the firm’s London
practice. A seasoned global executive, Pease
brings 25 years of design and commercial
business experience to WATG, with deep expertise
across the UK, US and the Middle East. Anthony
Mallows, president & CEO, commented: “I am
delighted to welcome Martin to the firm. His
commercial savvy, design talent and leadership
skills will enable WATG to significantly scale our
UK operations with a continued focus on
delighting our clients and delivering excellent
design. His experience with large-scale project
delivery will bring a unique perspective to our
London operations and our global team at large.”
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Nick Fairham

MARTIN PEASE
WATG LONDON

Simon Riley

RICHARD KETTLEBOROUGH
LK2

Amin Alsaden has been appointed the director of
the Sharjah Architecture Triennial, the first major
platform dedicated to architecture and urbanism
in the Middle East, East and North Africa, and
South Asia. Bringing a depth of experience to the
position as an architectural scholar and
practitioner, Alsaden will contribute to the
organisation's growth, sustainability, long-term
mission, and launch one of the Triennial's core
initiatives: a research program. Alsaden will work
closely with the Triennial's selected curators
toward realising and anchoring their projects in
Sharjah, and complementing the organisation's
own vision and gradual evolution.

NEW PROMOTIONS
MABER

THREE NEW PRINCIPALS
BDP

Architecture practice Maber has reorganised its
top management to drive growth in London and
the Midlands. Managing director Mark Hobson
(pictured, right) becomes CEO and will focus on
the practice’s London office, while Ian Harris
(left), previously head of the Leicester office, takes
over as MD with a brief to develop the practice’s
Nottingham, Derby, Leicester and Birmingham
offices. Tim Boxford, associate director, has
stepped up to lead the Leicester office, and
Catherine Lambert has been promoted to
associate. Hobson commented: “We are delighted
to announce these developments in our team that
will position us for further growth.”

BDP has appointed architects Sue Emms and
Nick Fairham as well as project manager Simon
Riley to the company’s board of directors as
principals. Chief executive John McManus said;
“Succession planning and continuity of leadership
is fundamental to the ongoing success and
performance of any business. We are delighted to
invite Sue Emms, Nick Fairham and Simon Riley
to become principals of BDP. All have already
excelled in their current role within the practice
and we are confident that their guidance and
direction will enhance and maintain the
continuing good performance of the practice for
years to come.
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INTERNATIONAL
FOCUS

© Benoy

Showcasing the latest projects from around the world –
visit www.architectsdatafile.co.uk for full information

GLOBAL BUSINESS SCHOOL, SAUDI ARABIA
BENOY
Benoy have recently revealed new details of their latest project, the Global Business School in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia. The new school, operating in collaboration with Imperial College Business school (UK),
Harvard Law School (USA) and Cornell University (USA) will open in 2020 and will set a new benchmark
in business education within Saudi Arabia, attracting students from Saudi Arabia as well as
internationally. Spread over 31,336 m2, the Global Business School will house a gym, auditorium,
knowledge centre and dining halls, supporting the core academic and executive accommodation in the
larger south wing. The north wing’s distinctive form will be home to the innovation centre, faculty offices
and teaching accommodation.

© Render by VA

ROMAINVILLE, FRANCE
BRENAC & GONZALEZ & ASSOCIATES

ADMIRAL SEREBRYAKOV EMBANKMENT, RUSSIA
ZAHA HADID ARCHITECTS
Zaha Hadid Architects has won the Admiral Serebryakov Embankment masterplan competition. Located
on the Black Sea coast, the city of Novorossiysk is the nation’s largest shipping port and the third busiest
in Europe by turnover. The 13.9-hectare masterplan is a phased development of nine principal buildings
with a total floor area of approximately 300,000 square metres. Applying the concept of “instancing” in
which nine iterations of a single form evolve in a gradient across the site, the configuration of each
building is established according its unique function, conditions and requirements. The masterplan’s first
phase will include facilities for civic, cultural and corporate events as well as the hotel.
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The architecture office Brenac & Gonzalez &
Associates has delivered a 161 apartment project
in Romainville. The project had a “pivotal role to
play in the transformation and renewal of its
neighbourhood,” said the architects. “The
fragmentation of the project opened the way for
continuity with the surrounding area and the
creation of visual perspectives, making the city
block more porous and open”. This approach also
alleviates the perception of density, resulting in
apartments with limited direct views of the
neighbours opposite. Greenery also had an
important role to play in the architectural plan
through the treatment of the terraces, which are
detached from the facades, served by wooden
footbridges and “can be imagined as treehouses”.
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DISCUS, SWEDEN
BELATCHEW ARKITEKTER

© Benoy

Belatchew Arkitekter has, on behalf of Swedish
real estate developer Sveafastigheter Utveckling,
designed Discus, a new landmark high rise in
central Nacka, a district located to the south east
of Stockholm. Discus, with its irregular silhouette
is “designed to become a symbol of a growing
metropolitan area,” said the architects. The new
building will be placed in the heart of Nacka’s new
public transport node, right above the metro
station in Nacka City's new city center. Discus will
consist of about 30 floors and will accommodate
450 to 500 apartments of different sizes, together
with commercial and public facilities, creating an
“active and vibrant” place.

COFCO JOY BREEZE, CHINA
BENOY
Benoy has won an international competition for
the COFCO Joy Breeze project in Suzhou, China,
beating strong competition from several leading
design firms. Spanning 300,000 m2, the mixeduse project brings together a retail mall, transport
hub and parking facilities. The various sections
are linked by a multi-level thoroughfare that runs
through each floor and ensures the scheme can be
navigated as a whole. Through the openness of its
design, the multiple entry points and extensive
street frontage, the Joy Breeze development also
integrates with its surrounding urban and natural
environments and the nearby residential areas.
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FJORDENHUS, DENMARK
STUDIO OLAFUR ELIASSON
Fjordenhus (Fjord House), the first building designed entirely by artist Olafur Eliasson and the
architectural team at Studio Olafur Eliasson, opened in June in Vejle, Denmark. Appearing to “rise out of
the water”, Fjordenhus, said the architects, “forges a striking new connection between Vejle Fjord and the
city centre of Vejle”. Formed by four intersecting cylinders, Fjordenhus soars to a height of 28 m.
Rounded “negative volumes” have been carved from its facades of custom-glazed brick to create an
architectural statement of complex curved, circular, and elliptical forms, torqueing walls and parabolic
arches. In its unique setting the building highlights Vejle’s future as a centre not just for today’s
generation but also for generations to come. Olafur Eliasson commented: “The curving walls of the
building transform our perception of it as we move through its spaces. I hope the residents of Vejle will
embrace Fjordenhus and identify with it as a new landmark for the harbour and their city.”
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The latest CPD courses, seminars and documents for architects

NO SMOKE WITHOUT FIRE:
UNDERSTANDING FIRE DAMPERS

‘STEP ON IT!’ SPECIFICATION OF
ENTRANCE MATTING

RENOLIT LAUNCHES NEW RIBA
APPROVED SURFACE DESIGN CPD

Introducing Wienerberger
Knowledge Builder’, a ground
breaking free CPD platform for
architectural and building
professionals. Learning new skills
and keeping up to date with best
practice is an essential part of any
architect or building
professional’s development.
Change the way you learn and
embrace the future of professional
development with access to a
wide range of RIBA-accredited
CPD courses, non-accredited
CPDs, inspirational content,
videos, case studies and blog
articles from across the whole
building envelope.
0161 491 8200
knowledgebuilder.wienerberger.co.uk

This CIBSE accredited seminar
from Swegon Air Management
outlines the need to understand
and comply with tested methods
when selecting, installing and
using fire and fire/smoke
dampers. Attendees are educated
in damper design, selection,
installation, testing, analysis and
performance. It aims to highlight
and clarify the differences
between fire and fire/smoke
dampers. The seminar stresses the
critical responsibility of all parties
involved in the overall sequence
from system specification through
to compliant installation.
01746 761921
www.swegonair.co.uk

Quantum Flooring Solutions –
RIBA approved CPD seminar
‘STEP ON IT!’ is a presentation
and discussion dealing with the
subject of specifying safe and
effective entrance matting. The
CPD presentation includes: What
entrance matting is designed to
achieve and how to select the
right one; How recent BRE
guidelines affect the choices for
specifiers; Environmental and
health and safety considerations
applicable to the manufacture,
installation and maintenance of
entrance matting.
0161 627 4222
www.quantumprofilesystems.com

RENOLIT has launched a new
CPD seminar on the flexibility
and uses of thermoformable PVC
as a decorative surface which
illustrates the benefits of PVC
films over other decorative
surface materials. The seminar
provides architects with an
understanding about PVC and its
common uses within interior
construction projects. It informs
how to recognize different types
of surfaces films, their
applications and raises awareness
of some specialist applications.
01670 718222
www.renolit.com/design

TWO NEW RIBA ASSESSED CPD
SEMINARS FROM COMAR

SPECIFYING HARDWOOD TIMBER
EXTERNAL DOORSETS

In two RIBA assessed seminars,
Comar outlines: ‘Stand & Deliver:
a Study of curtain Walling’ – the
design of curtain walling, it's
properties and how it is used by
specifiers. This seminar aims to
offer an understanding of the
points of Hll in the NBS
specification system, and how
best to make use of it. ‘Designing
functions & reliability into
entrances’ – the issues that
influence the function of main
entrance design and technology.
This seminar aims to offer an
understanding of how user
expectation influences door
design and links this with
hardware selection, entrance
configuration and floor finishes.
020 685 9685
www.comar-alu.co.uk

A RIBA CPD seminar entitled
‘Specifying Hardwood Timber
External Doorsets’, from Urban
Front, has recently been updated
and is available to architects
and construction professionals.
Learning aims include
information on fitting into
Architectural Glass, challenges
with maintenance, accessibility,
door security, design features,
and various regulations that must
be met. The CPD is very visual
and offers various opportunities
to handle samples and lasts
approximately 45 minutes
plus questions.
01494 778787
www.urbanfront.com

KNOWLEDGE BUILDER
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We design and manufacture Shade and Weatherproof Sails in
commercial and domestic environments. Our forte is engineering
solutions that not only look good but will also stand the test of
time in unpredictable outdoor environments.

All our Shade Sails are individually designed with colour, shape
and size to suit your particular requirements. Architecturally stunning.
We use either Stainless Steel or Timber posts depending upon the
environment. Our Shade Sails are easily fitted and removed. A full
design, installation and maintenance services is available.

For more details please call 01603 782223,
email fiona@jeckells.co.uk or visit www.jeckells-shade-sails.co.uk
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BUILDING
PROJECTS

SIMON SAINSBURY CENTRE
CAMBRIDGE JUDGE BUSINESS SCHOOL

Extracting the maximum
from close study
James Parker found out how the new extension to the Cambridge Judge
Business School provides the space for modern teaching methods by
extracting the greatest potential from a challenging city centre site

C

ambridge Judge Business School was
founded in 1990, initially occupying
the Grade II-listed former
Addenbrooke’s Hospital – with its grand
1860s facade along Trumpington Street in
the heart of the city. The School is unusual
as a department of the university in that it
chiefly provides postgraduate study, and
also an ‘Executive Programme’ of short
courses, which attract business executives
and senior government officials from across
the globe.
The brief for its major expansion project
had two chief drivers. Firstly, the school’s
popularity meant it had outgrown its site
and needed to expand. It had not been
significantly extended since the John
Outram-designed – and flamboyantly
postmodern – extension of 1995, which
added two buildings behind the 19th
century edifice, plus a linking atrium called
the ‘Gallery’.
Secondly, with the existing buildings
bursting at the seams, much of the school’s
teaching was in fact located in a variety of
other buildings across Cambridge. The
client’s wish for staff to be able to work as
collaboratively as possible on a central site
was being compromised as a result. The key
challenge of the brief was therefore to
maximise the footprint of the existing site.
The director of the business school,
Christophe Loch, summed up the problem:
“Cambridge Judge is a collaborative
community, but we don’t currently have a
shared experience of the working and
learning environment.”
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As Gavin Henderson, director at Stanton
Williams explains, the overall aim was to
enhance the “exchange of ideas.” He tells
ADF: “It’s about promoting interaction,
and getting the benefit of having all these
intellectual minds in one place. Bringing
people onto one site also provides a better
student experience.”
New teaching methods were also a key
driver – the way that students are taught is
changing. Universities are increasingly
focused on ‘pedagogy’, ie the teacher-pupil
dynamic, and making teaching less didactic,
and more discursive. As a result spaces need
to be more collaborative, for example
supporting ‘cabaret style’ teaching, whereby
the lecturer is on the same level as the
students. Group discussions are becoming
the norm, rather than the traditional
theatre-style format.
Lastly, with the attendees to the
Executive Programme being a “very diverse
but high-flying group,” says Henderson,
they would have high expectations for both
the general ambience and the details of
interior spaces. The international market
for business schools is highly competitive,
so the architects had to focus on high
quality spaces and level of finish. This did
not mean that postgraduates wouldn’t
receive the same level of quality: “It was
an interesting challenge for us to create
facilities that were of an equally high
standard – we wanted it to feel inclusive
and democratic whilst catering for students
who are on very different programmes.”
He adds: “It’s a wide ranging set of
people and courses, so the building needs to
support all of them,” this aim intensified by
the fact that unlike many undergraduates,
students tend to spend most of their day
on site at ‘the Judge’.
He says the brief for the extension was
detailed, but focused on the formal teaching
spaces, and the architects “spent a lot of
time interrogating it with the client” to
unlock the true spatial needs for the
Business School going forward.
“We spent a lot of time with the client
visiting buildings. It became evident that
what made them successful were the
‘milling’ spaces – the foyer-type spaces
which the brief was less focused on.” He
adds: “It’s actually the social interaction
that really makes the buildings work. That
was key to the brief as it developed.”

Masterplan
The overall problem for the masterplan
was how to squeeze the necessary
accommodation on to this landlocked site –
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UNIFIED IDENTITY
The new extension embraces the contrasts with the
existing John Outram building (pink) and the original
19th century former hospital (yellow)

WWW.ARCHITECTSDATAFILE.CO.UK

sandwiched between Trumpington Street
and Tennis Court Road, a narrow but busy
route separating the site from the elegant
Downing College. Henderson notes that
the university, when needing to expand,
has tended to resort to sites on the edge of
town, but that students attending the
Judge wanted to be “in the heart of the
historic centre.”
Following winning a limited design
competition, the architects faced the
daunting task of adding an extra 60 per
cent of space to the already densely-packed
site. Henderson admits, “it wasn’t very clear
where the additional 60 per cent of space
was going to come from”. The practice won
the Stirling Prize for another project for the
University of Cambridge in 2012, the
Sainsbury Laboratory, an achievement
which stood them in good stead for being
appointed to tackle further challenges with
the client. (Stanton Williams are also
working with the University on its new
development in north west Cambridge.)
The architects realised the majority of
the new space for the extension could be
provided along Tennis Court Road,
although two early 20th century
nursing hostels, converted to student
accommodation for Anglia Ruskin
University, would need to be demolished.

Form & materials
In developing the form of the new 5000 m2
extension, named the Simon Sainsbury
Centre after the man whose Monument
Trust provided funding towards the new
building and, together with Sir Paul and
Lady Judge, funded the 1990s development.
The key aim was to “fully integrate it with
the former hospital building”. This was
partially driven by the tight site, but also an
imperative to help the new teaching spaces,
open circulation and meeting areas to blend
with the existing accommodation.
Interleaved with the 19th century former
hospital building and the Outram building
– the main entrance for the whole school
remaining in the former hospital building –
the new addition resolves a conflict. On
one hand, the three key ‘layers of history’
remain expressed – in several areas
architecture from three different centuries is
juxtaposed – and the generous structural
grid of the former hospital defines the
proportions of the adjoining floors of the
new extension.
On the other hand, the new extension
embraces the contrast between the somewhat
showy Outram building and the original,
more sober former hospital, and aims to
create a “unified identity”. Adding to the
similarity of proportion at the lower levels

ADF AUGUST 2018

ADF08_2018 21-38_ADF Flatplan 31/07/2018 13:49 Page 31

PROJECT REPORT: EDUCATION & RESEARCH FACILITIES

between the 19th century building and the
new extension is a similar colour palette,
mixing muted and richer colours, and
considered use of materials. The 50 per cent
GGBS in the building’s exposed concrete
frame gives it a pleasant creamy hue.
As part of the effort to create a “family of
buildings,” in Henderson’s words, the new
extension’s facade takes some of the rhythm
of the former hospital, echoing its stone
columns using precast elements. It is faced
in Petersen bricks of a straw colour that fits
the Cambridge vernacular, and “locks the
building into its context” – lime mortar and
English garden wall bond at lower levels
further emulating similar structures nearby.
When it came to how to address the
Outram building, Henderson admits: “It is
very flamboyant and we felt it was
inappropriate to try and compete with
that,” leading to a focus on the hospital
building as the key inspiration for form
and materials. “Just as Outram was
reinterpreting and extending it, we saw
our design as referring to the former
Addenbrooke’s hospital building as the
primary building on the site.” He says the
new extension works “as a foil and a
complement to the Outram building.”
The new addition is roughly three
quarters of the length of the 19th century
building, running in parallel at the other
edge of the site and connected at ground
and first floors. These levels have been
designed to have a strong continuity with
both existing buildings, bringing a unity to
the composition while also exploring the
contrasts between the forms.
The ground floor houses the rooflit
reception area, plus teaching rooms
including two lecture theatres, as well as
study and the ‘milling’ space. This is
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central to the project’s character – informal
breakout space such as tables and chairs in
wide corridors, where students can meet up
with their peers and tutors, and discuss
their subject in an impromptu way.
Henderson explains these are “very
social foyer type spaces. People break out,
continue their conversations, it’s a place of
informal teaching and discussion and
group learning.” The reception foyer itself
is one important setting for this, nearly
5 metres high thanks to borrowing the
proportions of its 19th century neighbour,
rooflights connecting to its characterful
brick walls and buttresses that form one
side of the space.
Rooflights have also been used to make
the junction with the back of the Outram
building, allowing users to still “experience
the integrity and facades” of both buildings.
The new extension has marble flooring on
the ground floor like the former hospital,
helping to provide textural and visual
continuity for users.
In terms of interiors, although the nature
of the courses and the students suggested
that business environments might be the
key design inspiration, Henderson says that
they wanted to avoid either a “corporate
interior or Google-type office”, but rather
create something “that had a real sense of
permanence to it.”
Stanton Williams’ signature use of
concrete features strongly, including an
abundance of flat soffits, and clean lines –
the juxtaposition of marble and concrete
echoing its recent work at Musée d’Arts de
Nantes. “It’s a striking contrast between a
quite refined material and a robust
engineering material. We like the strong
tactile character concrete gives.” He adds
that the building has a deceptive simplicity:
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We wanted it to feel
inclusive and democratic
while catering for students
who are on very different
programmes
Gavin Henderson, Stanton Williams

PROJECT FACTFILE:
SIMON SAINSBURY CENTRE
Client: The University of Cambridge
Architect: Stanton Williams
Main contractor: SDC Builders
Civil engineer/structural engineer:
AKT II
Building services engineer: Arup
Quantity surveyor: Gardiner &
Theobald
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OPEN TO DISCUSSION
Students have been using breakout spaces to continue
discussions from classes held on the level below
All images © Hufton+Crow

PROJECT SUPPLIERS
Fair faced insitu concrete:
Lafarge Tarmac
Petersen Tegl D78 bricks:
SDC Bricklayers
European Oak veneer panels:
Furniture Group Manufacturing
Rooflights (top floor):
Spectrum Skylights
Acoustic ceiling panels: Rockfon
Polished plaster walls: Armourcoat
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“The soffits are working incredibly hard to
provide wide spans over ground floor
teaching spaces, and give a fluid spatial
quality to the foyer areas where you don’t
have columns or obvious supports at
interfaces with the existing building.”
A feature marble and concrete staircase
echoes its counterpart in the Outram
building as “a public statement that allows
students to ascend easily in a very visible
way.” Henderson adds that, together with
its generous proportions, this allows it to
work as a place to meet, as much as a
means of circulation.
The next level is given over to social
and dining space, with a large restaurant
linked to a raised external courtyard
offering further scope to continue
discussions between the teaching sessions.
Sitting above the foyer, and including trees
and benches, it connects through to the
existing common room in the Outram
building and to the new first floor dining
areas. A visual connection to the courtyard
is given by the glazing to the main stair,
which has vertical external metal fins with
dimensions carefully calculated to reduce
solar gain.
Above the teaching spaces are two floors
of academic offices, which don’t connect
through to the original building, partly
because they don’t require their generous
floor-to-ceiling heights. These floors are
proportioned “more appropriately for office
uses,” says Henderson.

Sustainable facades
The facade also helps to emulate the former
hospital’s rhythm thanks to very deep
750 mm reveals, their visual solidity partly
the result of an innovative “fabric first”
sustainability strategy. Says Henderson:

“The rooms inside benefit from large
areas of glazing, but these are not very
dominant externally in what is a sensitive
conservation area.”
The reveals need to be that deep to
incorporate localised Trox ventilation units
incorporating heat exchangers, which avoid
the need to run ductwork around the
building. This, says Henderson, “allows
us to ventilate the building sustainably
without losing heat energy.”
Further character is offered by joinery
elements within rooms, including slots for
the ventilation units. According to
Henderson, the inclusion of these units in
this kind of vertical configuration is
unprecedented in the UK. The windows
themselves can be opened in summer, and in
winter the heat exchanger heats fresh air on
its way in through vents.
Despite the deep plan – the building is
46 metres deep adding in the hospital
building – there is “always a very high level
of daylighting to spaces,” says Henderson,
adding “users always have views out, and
the quality of light changes in quite a
beautiful way across the day.”

Conclusion
This finely-crafted building opened in
January this year, and since then students
have been finding its open, collaborative
spaces refreshing. They are drawn to the
first floor courtyard as an attractive external
breakout space to have coffee and continue
discussions started in classes below.
The sense of space and quality created
despite the tough constraints of building
onto a historic central location is testament
to the skill of the architects in extracting
both the client’s true needs, and the
maximum value from its site.
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Scoil Phadraig wins RIAI Best Educational
Building award

T

he new school in Westport which was
installed with a 2,300m² Bauder
Thermofol roof has been recognised at
this year’s Royal Institute of the Architects of
Ireland (RIAI) award ceremony. The RIAI
aims to recognise the quality of work carried
out by RIAI members and highlight the

contribution of Irish architects to the society.
Scoil Phadraig under the project name of
‘New School in Town’ was nominated in the
Public Choice Award for the best building in
Ireland for which it was voted 2nd and was
awarded Best Educational Building.
The architectural team from Simon J Kelly
and Partners was led by Dermot McCabe and
Elaine Naughton, who have previously
completed the award winning Oughterard
National School project in 2014, which also
featured a Bauder Thermofol roof. Their
strikingly modern and light filled design with
16 classrooms, a general-purpose room and
ancillary accommodation provides all the
features needed to enhance the children’s
learning and to allow the teachers to set high
standards of education.
Another eye-catching aspect of the building
is its 2,300m² roof. The Bauder Thermofol
PVC system, which was installed by approved
contractors Priority Roofing & Cladding Ltd,
provides an aesthetical finish to the building

in addition to a strong waterproofing system,
resistant to the Irish climate. Following a final
inspection, Bauder were able to provide a
20-year guarantee for the entire roof.
01473 257671
www.bauder.co.uk/roof-systems/
waterproofing-systems/single-ply

Technal specified for university

Prater delivering roofing package

The University of Lincoln has invested
£19m in the construction of the Sarah Swift
Building, which is now home to the Schools
of Health and Social Care and Psychology.
Working with BAM Construction North
East and Glasshus, Technal supplied its MX
Visible Grid curtain walling, PY 55 doors
and FY 65 windows to the project, specified due to their versatility
and aesthetic qualities. MX Visible Grid curtain walling offers design
flexibility. Available in a choice of glazing gaskets, it achieves superior
load distribution and is suitable for flat or faceted facades.

Prater is currently delivering a complete
roofing package for the Centre Buildings
of the London School of Economics and
Political Science (LSE). Appointed by
Mace, the project is part of a £120
million redevelopment programme and is
due for completion in April 2019. Work
is already underway and Prater’s scope of works includes installing
inverted waterproofing systems to all terraces and roof levels. As part
of the roofing package, Prater will also provide a variety of bespoke
planter systems for a number of terrace levels.

01924 232323 www.technal.com/en/uk

01737 772 331 www.prater.co.uk

Kingspan Optim-R specified for college

Create a ruckus!

Joseph Leckie Academy has replaced outmoded
and poor performing accommodation with its
three-storey construction, to provide an energy
efficient build, with the help of the Kingspan
OPTIM-R Rainscreen System. To ensure the
building achieved a high level of thermal
performance, 139 m2 of the Kingspan OPTIM-R Rainscreen Cladding
System within the perforated aluminium feature window pod locations
and 675 m2 of the Kingspan Kooltherm K15 Rainscreen Board was
installed to the main wall elevations by sub-contractors, Sky Green Ltd,
creating a warmer, more comfortable learning environment.

‘Ruckus’ is KI’s innovative seating collection
that redefines the boundaries of learning
environments. It is a unique approach to the
concept of ‘active learning’ as it enables the
user to rotate 360 degrees within the chair so
that they can quickly pivot and reorient
themselves to where their attention is needed.
The backrest offers support and comfort, but
also functions as integrated armrests, or for
perching on at standing height. The collection includes task, 4-leg and
stack chairs, and stools in two height options.

01544 387 384 www.kingspaninsulation.co.uk/optim-r

www.kieurope.com
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RECYFIX® GREEN grass reinforcement
modules installed at Banovallum School

T

he Hauraton RECYFIX® GREEN
STANDARD surface reinforcement
grid system was used extensively in
the grassed pathways, where a high footfall
was expected, and the grassed areas
surrounding Banovallum School, Horncastle
.The system helped to prevent erosion
and improve surface drainage. Once installed,

the RECYFIX® GREEN modules were
discreet, yet provided a permanent surface
reinforcement to the grassed areas with a
loading capacity of 200 tonne/m².
Manufactured from 100 per cent recycled
polypropylene (PP), two sizes of module were
installed; size 1 – 387 x 344 x 38mm at
0.7kg and size 2 – 387 x 555 x 38mm at
1.2kg. The modules were simply held in
position with 250mm ABS pegs.
The pathways and area to be grassed were
excavated, covered with a granular sub-base,
a layer of sharp sand applied and then rolled.
The RECYFIX® GREEN modules were then
secured on top of the rolled surface and their
apertures filled with top soil which was
compacted then grass seeded. The grass was
left to grow over several weeks before access
was allowed.
Colin Taff, Hauraton‘s Project Engineer
comments “The RECYFIX® GREEN modules
can also be specified for grassed areas with
occasional vehicular usage such as car

parking spaces also bridleways, roof terraces,
urban green spaces, around trees and lawns.
They can also be used in sports grounds, golf
course pathways, camping places, holiday
parks and reinforcements for rail and road
embankments and river banks.”
01582 501380 www.hauraton.co.uk

Wraptite improves airtightness
The Wraptite external air barrier system from
A. Proctor Group have been highlighted in a
brand new flagship project to deliver student
accommodation in the centre of Portsmouth. The
Wraptite System was installed as an external air
barrier and alternative to a traditional standard breather membrane.
Wraptite is the only self adhering vapour permeable air barrier
certified by the BBA. Stephen Hull, Director of InOpera Facades,
commented: “The Wraptite self-adhesive membrane was applied
externally, quickly and easily ensuring a higher quality installation,
and a more robust through wall rainscreen cladding system.”
01250 872261 www.proctorgroup.com

Door closer assures safer schools
UK designed and manufactured, Powermatic controlled, concealed
door closers, by Samuel Heath, deliver a host of benefits for
educational learning and accommodation buildings.

dormakaba secure three year contract

Being totally invisible when the door is closed and having few parts
on show when the door is open, Powermatic is less likely to be
vandalised than surface-mounted devices. This reduces the risk of a
fire door being rendered inactive by a damaged door closer and means
that maintenance or repair costs are minimised.

dormakaba has secured a new three year service
contract with the University of Southampton, to
provide its five star service programme to access
systems throughout the campus. As the first
service contract to be renewed under dormakaba,
the University will benefit widely from having
the contract under one provider as dormakaba offer its technical
expertise. dormakaba provide a bespoke, web-based integrated
management system – certified to PAS99. This ensures peace of
mind as the service contract delivers reduced breakdowns, extended
operation life, low rate of repairs and increased security and safety.

0121 766 4200 www.concealeddoorclosers.com

01462 477600 www.dormakaba.co.uk

Meeting all relevant fire performance and accessibility requirements,
Powermatic door closers also help to create safer buildings and reduce
maintenance costs.
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Ahmarra’s ‘Education Range’ doorsets score
‘Top Marks’ for school projects

I

nternal timber fire door specialist,
Ahmarra has supplied doorsets and
glazed screens for many new schools
and extensions to existing schools. High
performance, severe duty, FSC certified timber
doorsets and screens were selected in a variety
of facings and finishes including decorative
laminate and natural timber veneers.
Projects include Haileybury Independent
Boarding School in Hertfordshire, The Royal
Veterinary College in London, Chichester
Free School, Hoe Valley School in Woking
and the ‘Weald of Kent’ Grammar School
annexe in Sevenoaks, Kent.
Ahmarra have many years' experience of
manufacturing doors within the education
sector and this has led to the development of
‘The Education Range’. These made-to-order
doorsets are tailored to meet the requirements
of schools, colleges and universities, with
the aim of making the entire process of
specifying, producing and installing as simple
and practical as possible.

“Our Education Range has generated a
great deal of interest from architects and
contractors in this sector, who appreciate a
simplified process with consistent high
quality as well as our technical guidance
throughout the process” said Martyn Fennell,
Ahmarra’s Business Development &
Specification Manager.
As one of the UK's leading manufacturers
of bespoke timber doorset solutions, Ahmarra
has a wealth of knowledge and experience in

the education sector and are always ready to
help you with practical advice, solutions,
cost-planning information and CPD that
guides you through the key considerations
when specifying doorsets for schools.
To view the brochure or access the online
Education Range Product Selector tool,
please visit the website.
02392 389 076
www.ahmarra.co.uk

Metal Technology elevates Elgin Place
High-performance curtain walling, windows and doors from Metal Technology, have helped shaped iQ-style
student living at Elgin Place on Glasgow’s Bath Street. The development offers 330 rooms in a variety of
configurations over 14 floors with ground floor retail mall. The building incorporates social spaces, including
a rooftop bar, snugs, gym, gaming rooms and a creative studio. Metal Technology System 17 was used in several
variants for the curtain walling screens and rooflight: Silicone pointed, flat cap and capped, with a special
concealed vent used to complement the design. Systems 4-35Hi+ casement and 5-35Hi+ tilt-and-turn windows
and System 5-20D doors were also used throughout the building. Working with the fabricator, Metal Technology
developed a flat cap solution for the curtain walling from levels seven to 13, meeting the architect’s design
requirements while offering a value engineered alternative to their silicone pointed system. Used in isolation or
together, as in Elgin Place, Metal Technology systems provide reliable structural integrity, weather performance,
thermal enhancement and security, together with creative and design freedom to deliver superb results.

028 9448 7777 www.metaltechnology.com

Altro Orchestra earns a gold star

Advanced protection for College

Brand new Altro Orchestra™ soft vinyl
flooring is proving a big hit with pupils
at The Lanner Primary School,
in Cornwall, who have reported a
significant improvement in acoustics and
comfort. The Acting Head Teacher, said:
“We fitted new Altro Orchestra flooring
in the main school hall to reduce reverberation and boost overall
comfort, and we are delighted with the results. The children have told
us that it’s more comfortable to sit on than the flooring it replaced,
and that the acoustics in the hall are much better.”

A key driver in the successful delivery of
the UK’s £42.6 billion HS2 project, the
new National College for High Speed
Rail, is now protected by industryleading fire panels from Advanced. The
Advanced MxPro panels were specified
by the team at GBE Fire and Security, who were appointed by main
contractor Briggs and Forrester to specify, install and commission the
fire system at the site. MxPro offers customers a choice of two panel
ranges, four detector protocols and a completely open installer
network that enjoys free training and support.

01462 489 516 www.altro.co.uk

01670 707111 www.advancedco.com
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Luceco’s Lighting Education
at Secondary School

L

uceco has recently supplied Abdul
Razzak Al Basir Secondary School in
Rumaithiya province in Kuwait with a
complete LED lighting solution during a
recent refurbishment. In partnership with
Musaed Salem Abdul Jader Co, the school is
the first establishment for the Ministry of
Education in the State of Kuwait, to be
completely lit by energy saving, cost effective
LED lighting.

Ease of movement around the new school
has been enhanced by improved lighting.
Attention was given to the lit route between
lessons to ensure quick and safe access for
both staff and pupils. Uniformity of light and
good luminaire choice is a key consideration
when lighting educational establishments.
The use of LED LuxPanels prevent intrusion
from the luminaire helping to create an open
space for a large quantity of people to move
around in.
IP65 rated Climate LED luminaires were
used in Workshops, Plantrooms, and Storage
areas with versatile IP65 rated LED Atlas
luminaires used on stairwells and entrances.
Titan Hibays were installed in sport facility
areas to achieve the required lux levels. The
High Bay is available in 110W and 200W
options offering high efficacy providing
instant light unlike traditional HID fittings,
also with over 50,000 hours of maintenance
free operation. Restrooms were lit with
Carbon Downlights.

Abdul Razzak Al Basir Secondary School
now benefits from the huge advantages of
LED energy efficient luminaries compared to
traditional light sourced fittings, providing
cost effective, durable, and safe lighting to
meet the demands of any educational
environment.
01952 238100 www.luceco.uk

Dulux Trade assists in redevelopment
Vision West Nottinghamshire College’s recent
£50 million redevelopment has allowed for
new buildings, facilities and opportunities,
and Dulux Trade is proud to have played a
part in the update of these state-of-the-art
facilities. The main product of choice was
Dulux Trade Diamond Matt, a hard wearing, water-based matt
emulsion paint that uses Dulux Trade’s Diamond Technology, making
it perfect for high traffic areas. It’s resistance to typical everyday stains
means it will repeatedly wipe clean without polishing up which means
it’s ideal for colleges such as Vision West Notts.
03332227070 www.duluxtrade.co.uk

Knauf’s Windliner helps Subcontractor
Knauf’s Technical Services Team played a critical role during the
construction of the first phase of a brand new mixed-use residential
and retail development in Salford. For such an important
development, it was essential to use a high-quality product that was
also cost-efficient. That is why subcontractor SCS chose to use Knauf
Windliner instead of the originally specified traditional cement-based
material. Darren Friend, Commercial Director at SCS, said that the
ease of installation offered by Knauf Windliner gave the product an
edge over its competitors. “Having the full system of accessories all
supplied and warranted by Knauf has made our life easier rather than
sourcing from multiple suppliers,” said Darren. “They also did
numerous site visits throughout the project and reports for our client
on the quality of the installation.”

The first external fully adhered vapour
permeable air barrier with full BBA certification
from A. Proctor Group has been installed as a
solution for airtightness, weather protection and
breathability at the Royal College of Pathologists
in London. George Marcantonio, the
Site Manager of cladding contractor Windell, commented: “The
application of the self-adhesive Wraptite System has proven really easy
to use, and quick to apply, with no requirement to return for
additional fixing or accessories. We will certainly be using the system
for future projects and recommend it without hesitation.”

0800 030 4135 www.knauf.co.uk

01250 872261 www.proctorgroup.com
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Wraptite to enhance airtightness
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BUILDING
PROJECTS

RATHBONE SQUARE
FITZROVIA, LONDON

Down the garden path
On a choice site in fashionable Fitzrovia sits a mixed-use scheme offering highend flats, office space including the UK home of Facebook, and public green
space – in a design carefully bedded into its context. Sébastien Reed reports

A

stone’s throw from Oxford Street
and Tottenham Court Tube Station
in the very centre of London stands
what developer Great Portland Estates
(GPE) calls its “largest and single most
important development” to date.
GPE’s new “destination” in the
fashionable area of Fitzrovia, Rathbone
Square provides 142 luxury and 22
affordable flats, together with 2,340 m2 of
retail space, 22,560 m2 of office space, and a
1,800 m2 feature square and garden – one of
the first in the centre to have been opened to
the public for more than 100 years.
The site formerly held a Royal Mail
sorting office, and the scheme’s third
basement level still houses a disused ‘Mail
Rail’ station, previously used to distribute
packages around the capital.
The design by architects Make aimed for
a sense of permanence, in response to the
client’s ambitions of “a high-quality mixed
use development, to stitch something into
the area that would feel like it had been
here for quite some time.”
Project architect Graham Longman led
a 23-strong team at the practice plus
numerous design collaborations to create a
highly context-sensitive new building,
adding value to an already premium plot.
With tenants including Facebook, the
building has already proven to be a popular
addition to London’s high-end commercial
real estate scene.

Form, light & materials
Rathbone Square comprises two roughly
L-shaped blocks of seven to nine storeys,
interlocking to create an enclosed central
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PROGRAMME
Rathbone Square comprises two roughly L-shaped
blocks of seven to nine storeys, interlocking to create
an enclosed central square and garden

WWW.ARCHITECTSDATAFILE.CO.UK

square and garden. There are three
entrances to the inner square, one at
the east side, and two at the west side of
the site.
In terms of programme, the south block
contains the bulk of the scheme’s office
space, as well as a loading bay, goods lifts
and an underground distribution centre,
while apartments and residential amenities
such as swimming pool, gym, wine cellar,
private cinema, automated car park
accommodating 79 cars and residents’
lounge are situated in its the north block. In
total there are 80 different apartment types
and retail units of varying sizes skirting the
inner and outer peripheries of the complex
at ground level, including spaces for retail
and restaurants.
When it came to design of the look and
feel of the buildings’ interiors, the architects
“tried to limit the use of applied colour,”
says Longman. The architects used a
“monochromatic colour palette,”
specifying materials “with a sense of luxury,
tactility and warmth.”
On material choices, Longman says: “In
the west-end and Fitzrovia, there’s a really
eclectic mix of building types, you’ve got
buildings from the Edwardian period,
Georgian, Victorian, post war, interwar and

modern buildings, but what holds it all
together is the quality – such as specialist
brickwork, terracotta and metals – and we
have tried to express that richness here.”
Danish-style clay-faced bricks, longer
and thinner than the UK standard and
in an off-white colour, are featured
extensively on the building’s exterior.
The horizontal joints are raked back while
the vertical joints are flush to “emphasise
horizontality” across the building, says the
project architect. Garden-facing elevations
reinforce this visual effect through the use
of long ceramic tiles. Grey bricks are
used at ground level as a backdrop to the
street-facing elevations adjacent to
Newman Street and Rathbone Place.
On the northern block, balconies are clad
and windows framed with terracotta ‘ribs’
arranged and decorated to emphasise
vertical contours, contrasting with the
horizontality of the brickwork beneath. The
vertical lines of the balcony elements are
extended by dark stainless steel balustrades
crowned with perpendicular oak handrails.
Windows on the southerly block (housing
Facebook’s UK headquarters), are framed
with chrome elements, and separated
vertically with crinkly stainless steel panels.
Longman says this provides a “sparkle and
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lift” to the office portion of the scheme,
while “signalling its commercial function”.
Longman explains the reasoning behind
the distribution of the residential and
commercial portions of the building to the
north and south blocks respectively: “To
the south you’ve got the business and
commerciality of Oxford Street, then as
you migrate to the north you start to get
into Fitzrovia proper – it’s much more
community-based. The streets become
much smaller and more organic.”
The upper levels of the development
consists of stepped back volumes clad in
bronze anodised panels of various hues.
This stepping-back serves two main
purposes; firstly, scaling the building down
to better match that of the surrounding
streets, while looping round from the
south-west corner, upwards and back
around to, secondly, tie the entire scheme
into a single entity.
The brick elevations also step down
where the facade meets those of
neighbouring buildings’, helping blend
the scheme into the rest of the street.
Model-making from formal concept right
through to final design helped Make’s team
ensure that the building conformed to the
language and scale of its surroundings.
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Using ceramic
tiles on the internal
facades instead of brick
was a functional rather
than aesthetic decision –
with the glossy ceramic
surface reflecting
comparatively more light
into the inner garden area
than the matte brick
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ABOVE & LEFT
Table-shaped water features adjacent to the
south-west and east entrances

TOP RIGHT
The upper levels are clad in bronze panels and step
back to reduce the facades’ impact on the locality
© Make Architects

“On the south-west side is where we
really tried to erode the height of the
building,” says Longman. The steppingdown of the building’s upper storeys allows
afternoon sun to penetrate into the secluded
inner garden, as well as yielding a set of
open tiers accommodating private terraces
and roof-garden spaces.
Ceramic tiles replicating the appearance
of the brickwork on the internal facades
help reflect light into the inner garden.
At both north-east and north-west
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Passers-by move from
north to south and south to
north through the garden
entrances, bronze cladding runs down the
building’s internal facade from top to
bottom until it meets two rounded full arch
passageways faced in jade green ceramic
tiles – the building’s most striking visual
elements. Longman explains this design
works as “a device signalling that it’s a
place that you can enter.”

People flows and passageways
“When we looked at historical maps from
the 1800s, we noticed that there had never
been a public route through the area,”
explains Longman. The architects saw the
scheme as having an important function of
“a pressure valve for Oxford Street,” with
Rathbone Square located between Fitzrovia
‘proper’ and Tottenham Court Road
Station, soon to see the opening of an
additional Crossrail station.
It was paramount for Make that the
finished project cater not only to the client’s
requirements of adding value, but also
created “an asset for the people who work
in Fitzrovia, live in Fitzrovia and visit
Fitzrovia.” So, Rathbone Square is itself a
shortcut between Newman Street and
Rathbone Place.
Make worked in partnership with
spatial and urban designers Space Syntax to
implement a “unique modelling approach,”
taking into account the socioeconomic
dynamics of the area to deduce the best
positions and proportions for the square’s
entrances and exits.
The south-west entrance to the square is
the broadest of the three entrances at 7
metres wide and, unlike the other two, it is
open to the sky. This is because it was likely
to be the busiest route into the square –
being in closest proximity to the Crossrail
station and Oxford Street.
The east entrance from Rathbone Place is
slightly narrower, while the north-west
entrance is the most tapered. These
entrances at the northern corners of the
square, are enclosed by the jade green
ceramic passageways, referencing the
passageways common across the wider
Fitzrovia area. Green was chosen, according
to Longman, “because it really picks up on
the freshness and vitality of the garden.”
They frame visitors’ first view of the
gardens within, their colour helping
establishing a visual connection with the
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greenery inside – drawing people into the
space and offering a “sense of discovery”.
At each entrance are a set of cast bronze
gates designed and crafted by Robert
Orchardson, and combined with the
crackled finish of the ceramic glaze and
segmented lighting and windows on the
inside of the passageways which light the
adjacent retail units, contribute to the
“artisanal quality and [high] level of detail”
that characterise the project. Over time, the
bronze gates will patinate to complement
the green of the ceramic passages.

A tranquil oasis
Longman attributes Make’s successfully
winning the project in a competitive
tender to the inclusion of the garden above
all. He asserts: “It gives something back
to London,” adding: “In some respects, the
buildings are a backdrop to the garden.
It’s a bit like a piece of treasure because, as
the building wraps around it, it kind of
protects it.”
Table-shaped water features adjacent to
the south-west and east entrances produce a
visual and aural wellness-enhancing trickle,
and frame reflections of the sky and
surrounding building.
The garden was designed in collaboration
with landscape architects Gustafson Porter
+ Bowman who, Longman says,
“understood the concept from day one”. Its
design was inspired by bold shapes and
simple geometry, exemplified in the quarter
circular central lawn and planting – best
experienced from the balconies above.
The lawn gradually rises towards a long,
curved bespoke-crafted wooden bench
which separates the grass from the planting
behind it. As well as sitting and meeting
friends at lunchtime, Longman says the spot
is good for “people-watching,” with
passers-by moving from north to south and
south to north through the garden.
Resembling the nearby water features,
dark brown cuboid granite planters of
varying lengths are arranged around the
western side of the garden, housing trees
and other flora, and doubling up as
benches. Cherry and magnolia trees were
carefully selected and positioned so views
across the garden of retail shop fronts could
be maintained.
On the east side of the garden, a paved
terrace strip has been designed to
accommodate outdoor seating for the
adjacent bistro unit. A band of
perpendicular ground-level rooflights,
well-concealed by plants, allows light to
penetrate into the development’s first
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basement level which contains an
event space leased by Facebook, among
other functions.
A fish-shaped drinking fountain sculpted
by artist Alison Wilding allows city-dwellers
to fill their water bottles, bolstering the handcrafted feel of the overall scheme as well as
subtly working against plastic consumption.

Sustainability & sensitivity
Thanks in part to roof-mounted
photovoltaics, a CHP (combined heat and
power) system and heat exchangers located
in the basement plant rooms, Rathbone
Square achieves BREEAM Excellent rating.
Care was also taken to balance the facade’s
composition of 60 per cent solid and 40 per
cent glass. This aids “the control of thermal
gain and heat loss,” curbing the need for air
conditioning, and “the need to regulate the
amount of light coming into the building”.
Public realm specialist Publica aided
Make in deciphering the layout and
configuration of shops and their windows
by taking note from other London retailers.
This precipitated “more solidity to the
shopfronts,” providing extra space for
utilities like shelving and storage.
Embracing the outdoors, each apartment
has its own balcony (some have two) as the
focal point of their design. Interiors are
designed to borrow from the exterior
colour scheme using white paint and dark
timber veneer illuminated by mixed lighting
solutions. Plus, arched taps in the kitchens
and bathrooms connect the interiors with
the scheme’s garden passages.
Helen Hare of GPE commented on the
successful approach taken by the architects
to delivering a robust, meticulously crafted
result: “Architects set the scene and drive
the scheme and take the vision to reality. I
think that’s certainly what Make has done
at Rathbone Square.” In February 2018,
GPE sold the development for £435m,
generating around £110m for their
shareholders – testament to Make’s
contribution. Plus, the project also finished
on schedule, despite the challenges of
building in an inner-city location.
Beyond these important achievements,
what makes Rathbone Square especially
notable in the commercial sector is its
generosity. Despite housing high-flying
occupants and top-grossing multinational
corporations, it gives something precious
back to the wider public and community. It
offers passageways to a tranquil refuge
away from the clamour of one of the
world’s busiest capital cities for both
occupants and the public.

PROJECT FACTFILE
Architects: Make Architects
Landscape architects: Gustafson
Porter + Bowman
Structural engineer: AKT II
Public realm specialist: Publica,
Space Syntax
Service engineer: Hilson Moran
Project manager: Buro Four
Contractor: Lend Lease
Cost: £340m
Ceramic: Boston Valley Terra Cotta
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Polypipe Terrain to supply
drainage system to landmark

P

olypipe Terrain, the UK’s leading plastic
piping manufacturer, is to supply the
water management system to one of
London’s most recognisable commercial
developments.
The Kent-based business will provide
its Terrain FUZE HDPE plastic drainage
solution to the £150m 10 Fenchurch Avenue
tower in the City of London.
The 15-storey, 420,000 sq ft mixed-use
property, which was designed by the
award-winning Eric Parry Architects, will
have a ‘crown-shaped’ landscaped roof
garden, complete with a restaurant, pergola
canopies, water feature, a range of climbing
and hanging plants, and walking and
seating areas.
The vast complex replaces six buildings,
which were demolished throughout 2014
and 2015. Once completed, the facility will
house office and retail units.
Claire Stafford, technical sales manager at
Polypipe Terrain, said: “It is a real pleasure to

be asked to supply our product to such a
unique project.
“Having delivered drainage systems to tall
buildings for more than 50 years, we were
able to design and deliver an engineered
solution to significantly reduce installation
time and labour onsite.
“We very much look forward to seeing the
system installed and in action on the opening
of this one-of-a-kind building.”
Made of high-density polyethylene, Terrain
FUZE HDPE weighs less than cast iron
systems and is available in longer lengths,
which require less jointing.
Lee Rouvray, director at Fitzpatrick
Mechanical Services, which is installing the
drainage system, said: “We are delighted to
be working with Polypipe Terrain on this
project. The company is able to cater for
the complex demands associated with a
development of this nature.
“We are particularly pleased with the
versatility of the Polypipe Terrain team and

products. The plastic involved is easy to
install, durable and lightweight, which is
perfect for construction sites.
“Polypipe Terrain was also able to deliver
engineered solutions using butt welding, and
negotiate the design challenges on site.
“We look forward to continuing our strong
working relationship on future projects.”
The building is due to open in March
2019.
01509 615 100 www.polypipe.com

Offices transformed into a
beautiful jewel with Reynaers

A

luminium systems company Reynaers
has helped to transform a former
1970s office block, in Shoreditch, into
a beautiful industrial jewel.
Architects Dexter Moren Associates drew
inspiration from the area’s 19th century
warehouse heritage and Reynaers’ aluminim
windows and doors have helped create the
look perfectly.
Architect Zoe Tallon scooped the
prestigious Creative Spark Award for her work
on the ambitious project. The award
recognises the best-designed new hotel, and is
voted by delegates of the TOP HOTEL
PROJECTS World Tour London, comprising a
wide selection of influential industry peers
including fellow architects, hoteliers, investors,
interior designers, suppliers and the media.
Hotelier Michael Achenbaum wanted his
high-profile restaurants, hotel and members
club to reflect the area’s architectural
tradition, industrial history and creativity.
The facade consists of red brick and
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features Reynaers’ CS 38 slim line windows,
CP 130 sliding patio doors and CW 50
curtain walling.
The next generation of CS 38 is now
available from Reynaers – Slim Line 38 (SL
38) is a highly insulated inward and outward
opening aluminium window and door
system, that combines elegance and comfort
with a unique design. The special slender
steel look offers the perfect windows and
doors for modern architecture and the
renovation of steel-frames, respecting the
original design but offering a thermally
improved solution.
Large-framed
Crittall
Windows
complement the industrial aesthetic and gives
the building a unique character and identity
of its own. The fabricator on the project was
AWS Turner Fain Ltd, part of AWS Group.
The Curtain incorporates a live music
venue, a state-of-the-art gym, spa area with
treatment and steam rooms, ballroom,
pop-up barber shop, screening room,

© Andy Stagg

co-working space and a 1,600ft2 rooftop
terrace with a restaurant bar. There is also a
Moroccan-style heated pool offering stunning
views across the City skyline.
Rebecca Cope, Marketing Manager for
Reynaers, said: “The Curtain is not only
an award-winning landmark building,
but one that perfectly reflects the heritage
of Shoreditch.
“A sensitive use of urban red brickwork,
our steel-look profiles and large openings
have drawn inspiration from cabinet factories
and warehouses that previously featured
on the site.”
0121 421 1999 www.reynaers.co.uk
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NEOLITH®, Design, Durability, Versatility, Sustainability.
Interior and exterior applications: Flooring, Cladding, Countertops and Furniture. Resistant to stains, chemicals, extreme temperatures.
Light and 100% natural. Maximum format, minimum thickness, different finishes. More than 50 selections available.

Neolith UK: www.neolith.com I The Thomas Group: www.thethomasgroup.co.uk
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The main characteristics
of the Wedi Fundo series
are quality, reliability
and functionality with
straightforward, safe and
quick installation. More
than just a level-access
shower – whether it’s a
comfortable bench for
relaxation in the shower,
a practical niche as a
hygienic storage space, a
stable partition wall
with cleverly integrated
shelving or a tailor-made
wash stand, the modular
Wedi system opens up
endless possibilities in
expanding shower areas.

Keraflo has introduced
a Servo Ceramic Valve
(SCV) to its cold water
storage tank monitoring
system, Tanktronic.
Featuring self-diagnostics
and an auto-clean
function that resists
build-up of debris, the
Tanktronic SCV is
optimised for Tanktronic
tank management
system applications and
uses a highly efficient
high-torque electric
motor to open and close
the filling valve. The
Tanktronic SCV is
WRAS-approved.

Neolith has partnered
with Piattibelli, a
manufacturer of
ultra-thin shower trays,
to deliver even more
surface continuity in
the bathroom. Available
in nine Neolith colours
including pristine Snow,
industrial Iron Corten
and warm Basalt Beige,
the 18mm thick plates
do not create any depth
differences. The singular
trays are available with
dimensions of 200 x 100
cm to 70 x 70 cm,
allowing for seamless
installation.

45

PCS are a UK
manufacturer of high
performance construction
panels that are thermally
insulating, lightweight
and waterproof. Its
construction boards,
shower tray formers and
seating profiles form part
of a versatile range of
products that provide
effective solutions for
floors and walls prior to
the application of tiles,
plaster and flexible render
systems. CAD drawings,
build specification and
bespoke manufacturing
are all part of its service.

SIMPLY SECURE · SIMPLY VERSATILE · SIMPLY STRAIGHTFORWARD · SIMPLY
100%
waterproof

Thermally
insulating

Protects against
mould and fungus

Installation advantages
save time and money

wediUK
wedi UK

wedi Systems (UK) Ltd
technical@wedi.co.uk
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Designing with Drainage in Mind

A

designer’s decision on what drainage
to specify will ultimately fall to one
of two options: point (also commonly
referred to as ‘gully’) or linear. Both, so long
as they are designed and manufactured
well, should be equally as capable of doing
their job.
Where there are some distinctions,
however, is how they impact on the visual
coherence of a space, particularly when
considered against a backdrop of current
design trends.
Large-format tiles (i.e. those with an
edge greater than 600mm in length) have
become incredibly popular over the past few
years. It’s easy to see why: large format
minimises grout joints, making for fewer
visual distractions and easier cleaning. They
can also provide the illusion of increased
space in a small room and allow for quicker
completion of an installation.
A linear drain is the easiest way to show
large-format tiles off to best effect. The ability
to place these drains at the very edge of the
shower space allows designers to create
sweeping, uninterrupted expanses of tile from
a floor-level shower into the rest of the
bathroom. Usually featuring only one fall,
linear drains support a ‘tile-first’ philosophy,
in that they allow the covering material
to take centre-stage. As the sourcing of
the right tile can be a painstaking mission,
this flexibility is a considerable weight off
the mind.

A
point
drain
requires
deeper
consideration. Instead of one fall, a point
drain features four, that drain towards a
central point. The multiple falls mean that
smaller tiles offer the simplest solution, hence
why mosaics are a popular partner to this
drain design.
So is there a way to make large-format
work for this type of drain? Yes, but with
careful consideration. Large-format tile can’t

accommodate a four, or even two, way fall in
its regular form, therefore the handling of
the tile within the shower space has to
be different from the rest of the room.
To make the tile work with the falls, the
installer will need to consider creating
envelope cuts. The way in which these
envelope cuts in the tile interact with the
grout lines in the rest of the installation is
the breaking point between a smart and an
incongruous effect. To achieve the most
harmonious results, the setting out of the
tile should begin with the chief focal points
of the room. A point drain, with its central
positioning, qualifies as one of these.
Whether you’re looking for point or linear
drainage, Schlüter-Systems has the solutions
you need. Our Schlüter®-KERDI-LINE
and Schlüter®-KERDI-DRAIN ranges contain
everything from tileable grates for the
utmost subtlety, through to statement
designer options.
All our drains have accessible traps
and excellent flow rates, as well as integrated
waterproof collars for quick and secure
connection to a bonded waterproof assembly.
They also form part of the Schlüter®WETROOM
range
of
products,
which provides unrivalled CE Marke
waterproofing and drainage solutions for tile
and stone.
01530 813396
pr@schluter.co.uk
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Classic with modern functionality

Evaporating Energy Costs in the Washroom

Introducing a classic design with modern
functionality, BLANCO UK has designed
magine a brand new, the
“green”
building.
ForThese
exceptional
energy savings and
VICUS
range of taps.
mixer
It’s been designed withtaps
sustainability
in enduring
design, Bobrick has introduced the
combine elegance
with classical
mind every step of the
way,and
from
industry’s
lowest
design,
are the
the perfect
centrepiece
in wattage jet dryer for
cladding materials on theyour
wall
panels
toVICUS
sustainability
and economy. The new B-7125
kitchen.
The
family consists
TM
the twin
lever, the InstaDry
bridge twin
lever,
its energy-efficient lighting of
system.
However,
surface-mounted
high-speed hand
the
single
lever
spray.
An
additional
key
feature
of
the
VICUS
single
the washroom also provides opportunities
dryer supports
the high-speed hand-drying
lever
is the pull-out
spray from
the hose
which can
be used to clean
to support
the architect’s
green
objective,
experience
that today’s patrons expect,
the
extended long-term
work area. All
three models
are available
in the
Chrome,
facilitate
savings
through
without
high operating costs typically
Pewter
and Brushed
Brass
matching
soap dispenser.
sustainable
operation
andwith
uphold
the original
associated with competitive units.
aesthetic vision.
Functioning at only 200 watts, InstaDry is
www.blanco.co.uk
In recent years, evolving consumer
ideal for high-traffic facilities such as airports
preferences have driven demand for hand and other transportation hubs, stadiums,
dryers with faster dry times. Thus, high-speed restaurants and retail spaces. Even in the
dryers (or jet dryers) that hasten traffic busiest environments, InstaDry has a life
flow have increased in popularity, especially expectancy of approximately 7,500 hours,
in high-traffic washrooms. However, facilities which can equate to nearly ten years in some
that employ jet dryers should take special facilities. Its annual operating costs can be up
care when it comes to product selection. to 80 percent less than other leading dryer
Specifically, many jet dryers are primary
brands and its low power consumption
culprits of high energy usage and
allows multiple units to be installed on one
long-term increased operating costs in the
circuit breaker.
washroom. Further, costly operation often
In the 1940s and 1950s, hand dryers took
prompts facility managers to replace
between 30 and 40 seconds to dry hands
products such as hand dryers early in the
thoroughly and operated at about 2300
washroom’s lifetime compromising the
watts – roughly equivalent to the energy
designer’s functional intention.
requirements of two dishwashers in 2018.

I

Today, InstaDry makes it easier for facility
operators and managers to achieve their goals
and operate washrooms with high economic
and environmental value. For architects,
that sustainable operation enables design
decisions that endure and products that aren’t
replaced by less aesthetic accessories early in
the washroom’s lifetime.
020 8366 1771 www.bobrick.co.uk

Supermatt – performance on trend
13 “Supermatt” solid colours are the latest new additions to the company’s RENOLIT ALKOREN range of
3D thermo-formable films and they are all available ex-stock in the UK. Matt surface finishes continue to
increase in popularity and market trends are now diverging into different styles of matt textures. Therefore
“Supermatt” has been developed to complement the popular and successful “Suedette Matt” emboss.
“Supermatt” is an elegant, low friction, smooth and durable matt surface finish. In addition to providing a
stunning and touchable surface, RENOLIT Cramlington’s “Supermatt” has tested as the best performing
product when compared against other similar materials for key physical properties such as scratch, mar
and stain resistance.“Supermatt” is available in all of the most widely sold colours in the UK, offering a
commercially attractive colour palette combined with a desirable high performing superior matt surface.
In addition five more supermatt colours are added to the 2018 Highlights collection, bringing the complete
RENOLIT offer to 33 supermatt colours in total.
01670 718222 renolit.cramlington@renolit.com

Morgeous design use Bushboard options for community centre kitchen
In a hard working environment such as a community kitchen, practicality combined with style are essentials.
When the Ladybarn Community Centre in Manchester recently secured funding to give their kitchen a
much-needed makeover they wanted a wow factor look that would be easy to maintain. Team, Morgeous
Design took on the challenge which was made extra difficult because there was a time slot of just four days
to complete the project. Morgeous chose Turin Marble – a décor that makes a luxury statement in any kitchen.
The distinctive design is printed in life-like proportion to truly echo nature. The end result is a striking kitchen
with laminate featured on both the worktops and on matching splashbacks to give a sleek, easy to clean finish.
Turn Marble provides a bold contrast to the black kitchen units. “Everyone who uses the kitchen loves the
new look,” explained Sian. “Bushboard laminate lets the customer go for a luxury look at a sensible price.
With such a choice of decors choosing Bushboard means great design is always possible whatever the budget.”
To order samples, visit their website.
www.bushboard.co.uk
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Rowood partner with Probox
Rowood Ltd is one of Oxfordshire’s
premier specialist carpentry companies.
Rowood completes a wide range of
carpentry projects, including kitchens,
bespoke furniture, wooden windows and
doors etc. Rowood use Probox to create
their bespoke dovetail drawers, to be
used in kitchen and furniture units.
Probox offer bespoke dovetail drawers in a range of solid timbers,
including oak, walnut, maple beech and birch ply. Probox also supply
standard sized oak dovetail drawers that can be ordered from stock.
www.proboxdrawers.co.uk

Launch of the new Linear Screed Dec
CCL Wetrooms, one of the UK’s leading
wetroom specialists, have launched a new
pre-formed tapered board, to effortlessly
create a consistent gradient on a solid floor.
The Linear Screed Dec has been designed
for use in combination with the shallow
Linear Screed Drain and the new HBL-50 Wetroom levelling
compound, and removes the need to create the falls directly into the
screed. The introduction of the new Linear Screed Dec and Hi build
latex system, provides customers with a complete floor build up
solution for a wetroom on a solid floor.
0844 327 6002 www.wetroom-solutions.co.uk
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The popularity of porcelain

L

iam Poole, head of specification
marketing at British Ceramic Tile
discusses the benefits of using
porcelain for your next project.
“There are so many different variations of
materials to use for floor coverings, from
porcelain and ceramic, through to real wood
and stone. Yet it’s no surprise that porcelain
reigns supreme with architects, specifiers and
designers. But why do they choose to use the
material for projects?
“Porcelain is known for its versatility,
making it the perfect partner for projects
of all shapes and sizes, from hotels and
offices to retail outlets and homes.
High-traffic areas require a floor covering
that will withstand lots of pressure over
time, and this material works wonders; it’s
durable, low-maintenance, and of extremely
high quality. If properly installed, porcelain
tiles can last for decades, which saves money
in repair and replacement costs.
“One key thing to keep in mind is the area
you’re specifying for, for example a wetroom
in a hotel, a busy dining area in a restaurant,
or a hotel reception area. Rather than
focusing on the aesthetics of a tile, make sure
the slip rating is the first thing you check off,
as it needs to be suitable for where the tiles
are to be installed.
“The pendulum test (PTV) and ramp test
(R) are used to calculate the slip resistance of
a tile, and give you the best indication of how
suitable a tile is in a particular environment.
All anti-slip floor tiles have an “R” value,
which range from R9 (high risk) all the way
up to R12 (low risk), which offers the highest
slip resistance. The PTV score looks at the
slipperiness of a floor and can be correlated
to a ‘slip risk.’ The UK Slip Resistance Group

ABOVE
Rock Beige Matt in a 598x598mm size
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ABOVE
Rock Polished Light Grey in a 298x598mm size

recommends that a PTV of 0-24 is a classed
as a high slip risk floor, a PTV of 25-35 is a
moderate risk and a PTV of 36 or more has a
low risk. This test should be used when
specifying any tiles that are going to be used
in the UK.
“The bathroom is well suited to porcelain
thanks to its moisture resistant properties.
Porcelain tiles absorb less than 0.5 per cent
of water, as the clay is denser and less
porous due to it being fired at extremely high
temperatures. The material also works well
outside, flowing through from a patio
through to a reception area, helping to really
open up a space.
“It’s built to be durable and tougher than
many other types of tile, and resists the
damaging and stripping effects of chemicals.
It resists scratches and stains, so even in
high-traffic areas like restaurants and hotels,
the tiles will stay beautiful and as good as
new, standing up to even the hardest wear
and tear.
“The material can be found in a range of
understated styles, and can be made to look
like granite, wood and even limestone. The
simple designs bring a contemporary feel to
floors, offering a modern vibe to a design
scheme. It offers unlimited potential for
design, and has risen in popularity in recent
years as a result.
“Porcelain tiles have traditionally been
a lot more expensive than the ceramic
counterpart, but our new Rock range comes
in at a really cost-effective price point. This
has been our most popular range for 2018,

with fantastic feedback from customers.”

Rock
Inspired by the structure, strength and
versatility of natural rocks, the Rock collection has been specially designed to create
clean, open spaces. The unique tonal design
reflects the diversified structure of real stone
on organic colours found in nature. It gives a
luxurious aesthetic to projects, whether in
a restaurant, a bathroom or living area
and has the added benefit of being porcelain
and multiuse.
The collection features double charged
porcelain, which prints the tile with a double
layer of pigment, resulting in a hardwearing
tile surface, suitable for heavy traffic
commercial projects. It’s available in R10
matt, polished gloss and R11 bush hammered
finishes. It starts at a slip rating of R10, which
ensures the collection is suitable for a number
of projects. Dark Grey, Light Grey, Beige and
Coffee; the cool and stylish colour palette is
available in two sizes of 298x598mm and
598x598mm.
British Ceramic Tile is the UKs leading
ceramic and glass tile manufacturer. With
three locations nationwide in London, Devon
and Yorkshire, the company offers a
design-led, market-leading portfolio of wall
and floor tiles, supplying directly to national
and independent tile retailers, housebuilders
and specifiers, as well as exporting overseas.
0207 490 0338
www.britishceramictile.com/specification
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Intelligent urinal fit for busy washrooms

U

rinal usage in public washrooms is
often characterised by periods of
intense activity for example concert
and theatre intervals, or half-time at sports
stadia, followed by no activity when the
building is not in use. The challenge is
to ensure the user experience is not
compromised and hygiene standards are
maintained. DELABIE has developed an
intelligent urinal valve that is able to detect
high-frequency periods and to adapt its
rinse accordingly.

Intelligent rinsing
During peak periods, only the urinal bowl is
rinsed between two users. At the end of the
busy period, an additional rinse takes place
to clean the bowl completely and renew the
water in the trap. The TEMPOMATIC 4
urinal valve offers 3 programmes according
to the urinal type, each with an optional
hygienic duty flush. The duty flush can be
programmed to take place every 12 or 24
hours after the last use to flush the pipework
and prevent the crystallisation of uric
acid, water stagnation and back flow due to
system vacuums.

Direct flush
DELABIE’s TEMPOMATIC 4 urinal has a
direct flush mechanism which harnesses the
dynamic pressure of the system to provide a
powerful rinse. The flush is instantly available
so there is no cistern refill time and no
opportunity for water to stagnate or scale
to build-up, reducing the risk of bacterial
development. A low-profile wall plate
available in a range of finishes, including a
black vitro-ceramic version, conceals the

working parts rendering them inaccessible to
the user, although maintenance staff can
easily access the mechanism for servicing.
DELABIE’s TEMPOMATIC 4 urinal is
ideal for washrooms facing intensive use at
peak periods. Its intelligent high-frequency
mode, plus the choice of rinsing programmes,
provides the best compromise between water
consumption
and
rinsing
efficiency.
Moreover, the direct flush mechanism will
withstand repeated activations, guaranteeing
effective rinsing for every user.
01491 824449 www.delabie.co.uk

Classic with modern functionality

Hydrotherapy with a difference

Introducing a classic design with modern
functionality, BLANCO UK has designed
the VICUS range of taps. These mixer
taps combine elegance with classical
design, and are the perfect centrepiece in
your kitchen. The VICUS family consists
of the twin lever, the bridge twin lever,
the single lever spray. An additional key feature of the VICUS single
lever is the pull-out spray from the hose which can be used to clean
the extended work area. All three models are available in Chrome,
Pewter and Brushed Brass with matching soap dispenser.

The benefits of hydrotherapy are
being delivered in style, at home, with
developments at Closomat. In their latest
Asana unit, they have combined a series
of wellness functions, which can be
selected depending on each user’s
personal requirements. The features
simultaneously enhance cleanliness in intimate hygiene, and can
contribute positively to particular health conditions. All functions can
be selected via the integrated buttons on the side of the toilet bowl,
or via the convenient remote control, included as standard.

www.blanco.co.uk

0161 969 1199 www.clos-o-mat.com

On the market with Washroom Washroom
Washroom Washroom worked in partnership with refurbishment and maintenance contractor, PDC
Construction, to refurbish the public toilet facilities at Camden’s Stables Market. Together the two companies
provided a complete turnkey solution – seeing the whole project through from the initial design stage to
completion in just six weeks. The bespoke new washroom space not only had to be in-keeping with the hip
Camden Market vibe, but it was also essential for it to be highly durable, easy-to-clean and DDA compliant.
The result – a fresh contemporary washroom facility which takes influence from vintage Victorian design and
combines with modern materials to provide the best of both worlds. The striking new design features
Washroom’s solid grade laminate Senza toilet cubicles with footplates set back to create a floating appearance.
Manufactured with black solid grade laminate partitions as well as rough sawn, whitewashed oak pilasters
plus blackened mild steel headrail and floor plates, the toilet cubicles were faced with a unique rusted metal
effect mild steel finish.
sales@washroom.co.uk
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Products Receive Certification

Ancon honoured at Royal Reception

Six of the A. Proctor Group products were
certified by the Local Authority Building
Control (LABC) in June 2018. Roofshield
breather membrane, Procheck Adapt® variablepermeability VCL, and the range of Spacetherm®
aerogel insulation laminates (Wallboard, Multi,
Directfix and Wall Liner) were all accepted and added to LABC’s
on-line database of Registered Details. The six products join the
A. Proctor Group’s Wraptite® self-adhering air barrier, which had been
previously approved by LABC Warranty, following its certification
last December by Premier Guarantee.

Ancon has been honoured at a Royal reception
to celebrate its success in the 2018 Queen’s
Awards for Enterprise – the third Queen’s
Award for the company. Ancon’s Export
Manager, Hervé Poveda, and Operations
Director, Peter McDermott, represented Ancon
at the event. Hervé Poveda said: “A Queen’s Award not only
recognises expertise in developing new products or achieving
commercial success, but also excellence in every area of business. I am
proud to be a part of an organisation that has proved itself, once
again, to be among the best in the world.”

01250 872261 www.proctorgroup.com

0114 238 1219 www.ancon.co.uk

State-of-the-art facility wins award

Cistermiser proud to be ‘Made in Britain’

BakerHicks, the multidisciplinary design and
engineering company, is celebrating the success
of one of its major pharmaceutical projects, the
GSK Aseptic Manufacturing Facility, at the 2018
Constructing Excellence North East (CENE)
Awards. GSK won the Client of the Year
category for the project, which was also a finalist in both the Offsite
Project and Safety & Wellbeing categories. The new-build project at
Barnard Castle will provide state-of-the-art facilities for the aseptic
filling of vials and syringes, and handling of cold chain products,
securing the future of aseptic liquid filling operations at the site.

Cistermiser Keraflo has joined industry
body Made in Britain, underlining the
company’s credentials as one of the
leading UK manufacturers in its sector.
As a member of the national network,
the company is able to carry the number
one marque of British manufacturing on
its products and marketing literature.
David Meacock, Technical Director for Cistermiser Keraflo, said:
“In our industry relatively few products are made in the UK. But UK
production is something we are committed to.”

01926 567800 www.bakerhicks.com

0118 969 1611 www.cistermiser.co.uk

Ecological building systems on tour

A Toast to Architectural Excellence

To celebrate BBA approval of its pro clima
Intello Plus Intelligent Airtight Membrane,
Ecological Building Systems and pro clima
have announced a seminar tour that will
bring airtightness insights to five locations
around the UK. Ecological Building Systems
has launched a dedicated website for the
seminar tour, where delegates can register
their interest and secure their place, with
early bird discounts available on the standard delegate fee of £80
(including VAT).

GEZE UK raised a glass to toast Scottish
Architectural Excellence when it
sponsored the Royal Incorporation of
Architects in Scotland (RIAS) Awards
Dinner for the fourth consecutive year.
Andy Howland, sales and marketing
director for GEZE UK, said: “The RIAS
Awards again delivered an eclectic
showcase of projects which were diverse in purpose, function and
design. I was delighted that GEZE UK could again sponsor the awards
dinner and witness the talent demonstrated through these works.”

01228 711511 www.intellosealofapproval.com

01543 443000 www.geze.co.uk

Kährs’ new design is shortlisted

New board member appointed

Kährs' newly launched French Pattern wood
flooring design has been shortlisted in the
2018 'International Design & Architecture
Awards', within the Hard Flooring category.
The awards celebrate some of the best
design schemes, product launches and
innovation from throughout the world. The
shortlisted design features a modern twist - an engineered plank
format which improves install time and efficiency in comparison to a
traditional French patterned floor, making the designs ideal for
efficient installation in both domestic and commercial projects.

A civil and structural engineering consultancy has
announced details of a key new senior management
appointment. Rhodes & Partners has appointed
Dr Jennifer Capp PhD MEng as a director of the
company, in a move which is part of a wider
restructuring programme that has been implemented
to accommodate the consultancy’s continuing growth. Established over
25 years ago, Rhodes & Partners has earned an enviable reputation as
a leading structural and civil engineering specialist. The business offers
a full range of professional services and operates across a wide range
of both large-scale commercial and smaller domestic projects.

sales@kahrs.com www.kahrsflooring.com

0161 427 8388 www.rhodesandpartners.co.uk
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Centre wins Overall Schueco Award

Teknos coatings defy the elements

At London’s prestigious Saatchi Gallery in Chelsea,
a packed audience of building industry professionals
gathered at a luncheon to celebrate the winning and
commended projects submitted for the 2018 Schueco
Excellence Awards for Design and Innovation. The
Overall Schueco Excellence Award went to the Simon
Sainsbury Centre at Cambridge Judge Business
School, which was also the winner in the Education
category. This new £22 million facility, which provides a hub for
post-graduate and executive business education, is on track to achieve
a BREEAM Excellent rating for sustainability.

Teknos Industry coatings were used
by Paling Joiners to protect the external
joinery, including windows and door sets,
of the RNLI boat stations in St Davids,
Swanage, Scarborough, Llandudno and
Bridlington. Accoya® wood, a modified
timber in which a process called acetylation enables it to resist rot and defy the elements, was selected as
the material of choice for this project. With its outstanding
durability and dimensional stability, it offers a 50-year above ground
and 25-year in ground/freshwater guarantee.

01908 282111 www.schueco.co.uk

www.teknos.co.uk

Beast from the East may linger longer

Helifix BIM Object Library Launched

Following the “Beast from the East”, not only
are hundreds of contractors struggling to make
up for lost time on site, but developers are also
faced with building on land where water tables
remain at unprecedented levels and specifiers
must take into consideration the long term
effects of moisture before. Excessive moisture may cause vinyl floor
coverings to blister and plasticiser migration may be encouraged.
tremco illbruck have made substantial investment in recent years to
bring new generation, water based moisture vapour suppressants to
the market that set new standards in sustainability.

Helifix has launched a BIM object
library to support the industry’s
transition to digital building modelling.
These Revit format BIM objects
allow Helifix products to be easily
incorporated into a 3D building
model and its associated component
database. Offered as part of the NBS
portfolio, BIM Objects are available for masonry repair products and
new-build wall ties. For more information, please contact the Helifix
team by calling or visit the website.

www.tremco-illbruck.com

020 8735 5200 www.helifix.co.uk/downloads/bim-objects

Flowcrete UK Expands BIM Content Library
Flowcrete UK has expanded its BIM (Building Information Modelling) Content Library to encompass a wide
selection of resin floors, screeds, damp proof membranes and underfloor heating systems – everything an
architect needs to create an accurate 3D representation of a high-performance floor area. The resin flooring
manufacturer is committed to providing the resources required by today’s high-tech construction industry
professionals, which are increasingly embracing digital building modelling as a day-to-day practise. Available
from the NBS National BIM Library, Flowcrete UK’s new BIM Content allows its flooring systems to be easily
incorporated into a 3D building model and its associated component database. The BIM objects are available
in a variety of formats, including Autodesk Revit, IFC, ArchiCAD, Vectorworks and AECOsim, so the designer
can easily pick and choose the product in the preferred format. Flowcrete UK’s Managing Director, Kevin
Potter, said: “BIM has revolutionised the construction industry, helping to provide more consistent, accurate
project documentation and a more transparent project delivery process.”
01270 753000 www.flowcrete.co.uk
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Water water (isn’t) everywhere
Lisa Farnsworth of Stormsaver discusses how rainwater harvesting is critical to the
design of future building design in the context of UK water scarcity

I

t is impossible to not notice the changes
in weather conditions that we have
been experiencing in the UK in recent
years. June and July were scorching hot,
and the water companies are all putting
out advice on how to use less water. So,
how can designers and specifiers ensure
new buildings are water efficient and
sustainable in an effort to manage our
changing climate?
The Environment Agency have predicted
that we will soon no longer have enough
available water in the UK to supply
demand. It makes perfect sense to collect
rainwater locally from our roof areas and
filter this on site, rather than wastefully
sending it straight to drain to be
transported and treated to drinking water
quality, before being redistributed in the
mains water supply. Over 50 per cent of
our daily water use does not need to be
treated to drinking water quality. For
companies who wish to demonstrate a
serious commitment to their sustainability
agenda, rainwater harvesting is a musthave technology.
Rainwater is hot news at the moment;
too much of it, too little of it, how to
manage it. How do you deal with and
make the most of nature’s most abundant,
free resource? Rainwater can bring life to
those living in areas of water stress, but
devastation in the form of flooding.
However, with expert management through
rainwater harvesting and attenuation one
of our most powerful resources can be
harnessed, controlled and re-used,
removing our water woes!
We are living in an age where wastage is
frowned upon and architects have the
opportunity to lead the way in a sustainable
water management approach, by utilizing
rainwater harvesting in schools, offices,
industrial and retail facilities across the UK.
There are many applications in which
harvested rainwater can be used. For
example, WC and urinal flushing;
irrigation and landscape watering; vehicle
washing; laundry; and cooling or with fire
sprinkler systems.
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Rainwater harvesting can deliver
significant returns on investment,
especially with larger buildings with a high
water demand, which may achieve a
payback of between two to five years.
Many buildings have roof areas, which
conveniently can provide the right amount
for their water demand.
Rainwater is channelled from the roof
into the storage tank passing an integrated
vortex filter, which removes any large

Harvesting rainwater is
now accessible,
acceptable and critical to
the way we design our
future buildings
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debris, leaves etc. Water enters the tank via
an inlet calmer preventing disturbance to
fine sediment on the base of the tank.
Excess rainwater flows out of an overflow
that has a one-way valve and rodent
protection. Inside the tank are sensors and
a submersible pump, which on demand
take water from the cleanest part of the
tank through a floating suction filter
supplying filtered rainwater to the break
tank in the roof space. This tank then

gravity feeds water to point of use.
For protection during periods of low
rainfall a mains water top-up provides a
continuous failsafe supply.
Attenuation tanks and crates can now
also be utilised for storing harvested
rainwater, hence the term “Active
Attenuation”. Using intelligent weather
predicting technology some systems can
ensure that the available capacity of the
tank is at a safe level should a storm hit the
site. This means that the overall combined
capacity of the attenuation and rainwater
harvesting system can be reduced. Also,
architects can add value to a client by
converting their attenuation system into a
rainwater harvesting system to save them
money and water.
Harvesting rainwater is now accessible,
acceptable and critical to the way we
design our future buildings. By acting
responsibly and designing with
consideration for future water shortage
predictions we can ensure that our new
building stock is as water friendly as it can
possibly be.
Lisa Farnsworth is managing director at
Stormsaver

New Metric Waterstruck range
Imperial Bricks has introduced a new
range of seven different waterstruck
bricks, available from stock in metric
sizes, to work with modern blocks and
lintels. Waterstruck bricks have a unique
texture due to the traditional methods of
production. The bricks are soft-mud
moulded using clay with a high water content and water is also
used as the releasing agent, giving the bricks a relatively smooth
appearance. The new range is available in standard metric sizes,
making the bricks ideal for use on high-end luxury developments.
01952 750816 www.imperialbricks.co.uk

EPDM roofing membrane is in fashion
Firestone Building Products’ RubberGard™ EPDM
single ply roofing membrane is set to ensure
fashion fans enjoy a dry and comfortable shopping
environment after a roof refurbishment at Matalan’s
Killingworth Centre store. Dave Stephens from DAR
Roofing said: “Not only does Firestone have an EPDM
roofing system that is especially-designed to offer the
rapid waterproofing coverage and resistance to wind
uplift we needed during installation, but the permanent elasticity and
300 per cent elongation offered by the system mean that it will not
crack or tear, either during installation or throughout its service life.”
info@fbpl.co.uk
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Entering an Era of Elegance

T

he automatic circular sliding doors
from GEZE UK make quite a
statement, providing an entrance
which blends seamlessly into the curved and
streamlined contours of a building which
stands proud, like the prow of a ship, on a site
where New Oxford Street and High Holborn
meet at an acute angle.
Unlike the sharp geometrics of the similarly
placed Flatiron building in New York, No 1
New Oxford Street projects a rounded nose
to its edifice, topped off by a modern-faced
clock tower designed by its original architect

Henry Philip Cart de Lafontaine in 1939.
Its new entrance had to meet this exacting
vision. A GEZE Slimdrive SCR was used to
provide the light and airy entrance, flanked
by curving glass panels to the side which flow
into the original columns, and topped with a
glazed fanlight overhead. This frontage
allowed the sliding doors to be recessed into
the entrance, allowing it to seamlessly flow
into a new lobby area.
One of the benefits of the Slimdrive SCR
is that it combines high performance while
remaining discreet. It has a low operator
height of just 7 cm and is therefore very
unobtrusive. In this case, the Slimdrive SCR
was fitted as freestanding entrance – the 360°
drive solution is usually incorporated into a
building’s facade – but as this entrance was
recessed, the installation was adapted to the
bespoke requirements of the design.
A circular canopy and black glass
wrap was placed over the doorway, blending
into the metal framework of the frontage.
This included additional detailing by
Fleetwood Architectural Aluminium (FAA)
which simulated the art deco style.

The canopy determined where the sensors
could be fitted, so GEZE UK worked with
Fleetwood to ensure that the design brief was
met while ensuring that the sensors still
performed correctly. GEZE’s GC 365 sensors
were used - combining motion and safety
detectors which operate the open and close
mechanism while alleviating the need for
separate sensors.
Said Andy Howland, GEZE UK’s
Sales and Marketing Director: “This project
is an outstanding example of how the
refurbishment of an historic building can
enhance its facilities while remaining true to
the vision of its original architect.”
01543 443000 www.geze.co.uk

Big Foot supplies rooftop solution
Big Foot Systems has supplied a solution for
rooftop plant support on a new commercial
office building in central London. “The size
and complexity of this project proved to be
a real challenge” explained Nathan Wood,
Site Engineer. “To design a system with over
500 different parts to fit in an unusual space
meant we had to be innovative and think outside our normal design
practices to provide a solution that worked well.” Big Foot Systems
can design and manufacture complete one-off solutions that can be
designed and fabricated specifically for the project requirements.
01323 844355 enquiry@bigfootsupport.com

Ancon launches IHR Head Restraint

Connecting Cross-Laminated Timber

ANCON has re-engineered its IHR internal
head restraint to accommodate gaps at the
wall head of up to 75mm, extending the
previous maximum of 50mm. Head Restraints
provide a simple support at the top of
masonry panels. They are typically installed
in the inner leaf of blockwork on a framed
structure, where the masonry is non-loadbearing. Design resistances
are available for this new improved IHR range, based on independent
product testing. This information is available in the Ancon Wall Ties
and Restraint Fixings technical literature available to download.

To support the growing use of cross-laminated timber (CLT) in the
UK and Europe, connector manufacturer Simpson Strong-Tie has
released an updated version of its ‘Connectors for CLT’ catalogue.
Featuring a host of new products including heavy duty angle brackets,
hold-down connectors and structural screws, this edition represents
a complete set of solutions for the assembly of CLT buildings, as well
as steel and chemical mortar products designed specifically to connect
the entire structure to concrete. To further support the design
and construction of CLT structures, Simpson Strong-Tie also has a
team of engineers based at its manufacturing plant in Tamworth,
offering technical support and assistance. The new brochure can be
downloaded from the Simpson Strong-Tie UK website.

0114 238 1219 www.ancon.co.uk

01827 255600 www.strongtie.co.uk
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ASSA ABLOY Protect automatic doors
We understand that you want the best
security for your property. That's why ASSA
ABLOY are launching our Protect family of
risk-reducing, security enhanced automatic
doors. These sliding and swing doors have been
developed with designing out risk to your
buildings in mind. In business, you not only want
to be protected from outside, but also to look good and provide easy
access to visitors or customers. That's why our Protect automatic door
systems not only offer additional security features to protect your
entrance, but also offer an attractive design for a professional look.
0333 006 3443 www.assaabloyentrance.co.uk

Latest news, views and more
If you like to be kept informed of all
the latest news, views, and promotions
for the architectural community, the
ADF email newsletters can offer you
regular updates straight to your inbox.
The weekly Editor’s Choice newsletter
includes top news stories curated by
the ADF editorial team, while the
monthly CPD Focus and fortnightly ADF Newsletter offer updates
on products, services, events, and learning opportunities available
from a wide variety of manufacturers and suppliers.
www.subscribepage.com/adf
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Form follows function
Making an entrance better by design is a process of consideration and
elimination, as GEZE UK’s Richard Richardson-Derry explains

‘F

orm follows function’ may be a basic
tenet of modern architecture,
but when it comes to designing
entrances, aesthetics are inevitably a
determining factor. They must contribute to
the design concept, blend with other
building materials, flow effectively into
interiors and above all, make an impact.
But behind every grand entrance, is a
myriad of decisions based on function: the
purpose of the building itself, expected
footfall, user requirements, accessibility,
ventilation, heat loss, safety and security.
Match that with thousands of products
on the market, all possessing subtle
differences, and it can make identifying the
right solution a complex process.
It’s said that ‘people do business with
people’ and ‘good relationships open
doors’; that’s certainly true of the
specification process. Specifiers and
architects build a relationship where trust is
garnered through advice, guidance and
sometimes, compromise to identify the best
solution for a project.
Early liaison is helpful – consideration
needs be given to the product type and
application from the outset. Design based
on assumption will only result in major
reworking at a later stage, which is never
desirable for architect or client. When
apprised of an architect’s ‘wish list’, I advise
on the best possible options and try to
drill down to a level of detail they may not
have considered.
For example, with a retail project,
consideration will be given to maximising
frontage for window display, levels of
anticipated footfall and funnelling of traffic
across the threshold and around the retail
floor plan. In most cases, an automatic
sliding door system would be an
appropriate choice, and although this may
seem an obvious selection, this is where we
need to need to look further at its intended
application and operation.
A sliding door operation is usually
triggered by movement sensors with
side sensors for safety, but if baskets or
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displays are put too near to where the
doors open, they may cause them to
operate ineffectively.
Doors may be better installed with
pocket screens – glass panels that the
automatic doors slide in to – which are
protective and also use available space
without any hindrance.
Pocket screens are also an essential
safety feature in a hospital environment as
they minimise the risk of serious injury
occurring by reducing the possibility of
contact with the moving door leaves and
eliminating potential entrapment zones.
Within healthcare, there are a range of
specific needs that may be required –
reduced contact mechanisms, hermetically
sealed doors for laboratories, different
levels of security access and safety
requirements for particular groups of
patients classed as ‘vulnerable traffic’.
All automatic door suppliers are required
to provide solutions in accordance with BS
EN 16005 European Standard for safety in
the use of automatic doors for pedestrian
use. Under BS EN16005, automatic doors
are classed as ‘machines,’ so within the
design users must be protected from risk
of injury.
Sometimes, a design aesthetic must give
way to practicalities. For example, the
desire to see an automatic swing door put
in place where leaf size has to battle
environmental factors may result in ‘sail
effect’ where the wind speed makes the
operator less effective, so users become
frustrated by the slowness of the door
opening or in extreme conditions, not
opening at all.
Where there is such an obvious conflict,
I would prefer to provide alternative
design solutions for a system that will
consistently operate in the conditions in
which it is installed.
When it comes to specifying requirements
for heritage and listed buildings, the
partnership between specifier and architect
really comes into its own. Products can be
adapted to provide a tailor-made solution

Behind every grand
entrance is a myriad
of decisions based
on function
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that can be accommodated into the
premises without altering form or structure.
Take for example, a project we undertook
at Blenheim Palace in which sliding doors
were incorporated for improved accessibility
while maintaining the original large timber
doors. These clearly could not be automated
or removed so a secondary glazed entrance
was created behind the original.
Lobbies can enhance a building’s
sustainability, but performing a vital
function doesn’t mean they have to be
boring. Circular or elliptical automatic
entrances look visually stunning and
maximise space. A recent installation at No
1 New Oxford Street, London, saw a
Moderne building enhanced by an entrance
that followed the curves of the building’s
original design.
Whatever the project, exacting standards
must be met and checks and balances put in
place. The relationship between a specifier
and architect is fundamental – form and
function should never ‘stop at the door’. It
must be considered and applied to create a
grand entrance.
Richard Richardson-Derry is national
specification manager at GEZE UK

Steel Doors are on the way!
Here at Urban Front, we are very excited to be introducing a steel door to our products later this year with
some exciting new textures and finishes including a rust, black, bronze and leather options with sizes up to
2m wide. Available for delivery in early 2019.
In which situation does a metal door work? Rendered homes with grey slate roofing and black, grey or rust
windows; Homes with an element of copper, stone, rust or steel cladding or trim; Homes where an impact is
needed for example if the frontage has no interest at all; Homes with oversized doors which need a ‘wow’
factor; Homes with an architectural glazed wall. Choosing the right finish for your door? A mood board would
be a great idea: this will help take into account external and internal finishes; Marrying all the accessories
around the door so that the whole thing works as a whole –includes the handle; The texture of the finish can
be quite impactful so making sure the texture works is also essential; Sample and more samples – making sure
you have a big enough sample.
01494778787 www.urbanfront.com

Crittall windows feature in latest RIBA awards
A showpiece re-use of a former London retail store in which new Crittall windows and doors are a key feature
has won two major architectural awards. A dilapidated shell was all that remained of the once stylish 1906
store. Multi-award-winning architects Squire & Partners decided, in moving their head offices from Kings
Cross, to strip the sad Brixton building back to its raw original condition and, in so doing, reveal the decaying
grandeur of its original construction and fittings. These features would be re-used where practicable and
highlighted. These included original first floor Crittall windows, featuring distinctive circular glazing bars,
while new internal screens, roof terrace fenestration and ground floor storefront windows, some including
curved glass, were installed, using Crittall MW40 and W20 profiles. RIBA award judges said this was:
“A stunning building which has been brought back to life”. Particularly noted was the architectural modelling
space on the ground floor “providing inspiration to passers-by who peer inside to see the display of what
architects do and how we work.” It is the new Crittall storefront windows that afford this view.
01376 530800 www.crittall-windows.co.uk
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Introducing Viiu – the market-leading
slimline sliding door

U

ltra-slim, minimalistic sliding doors,
are the product of the moment –
inheriting the crown from the onceinescapable bifold – and the latest model
to hit the market seeks to perfect the elements
that have made them so popular.
Viiu offers ultra-slim sightlines, secure
laminated glass throughout and an ingenious,
unobtrusive design. With the outer-frame
entirely built into the facade, it gives the
appearance of a wall of glass, strong enough
to support moving glass sections of up to
750kg, and fixed glass sections up to 1200kg.
For added security, and to maximise
the amount of transparent space, Viiu’s
unique electric locking mechanism is
cleverly concealed in the head of the
outer frame. This unique feature allows its
jambs to have a symmetrical appearance. A
patented adjustable interlock section allows
perfect alignment to maximise performance
and aesthetics.
A motorised option is also available –
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Architect: Crahay & Jamaigne Architectes. Photo: Samuel Defourny

and its drive gear is discreetly housed in the
unit’s 100m head profile, which itself is
hidden behind the building’s facade. Most
competitor products, by contrast, require
chunky head profiles up to 300mm in
height. The motor can be easily accessed
from below for maintenance or repair

without the need for ugly internal access
panels inside the home.
Viiu comes with automatic obstruction
detection on motorised models, and a choice
of wall-mounted or key fob operation.
0800 877 0077 www.viiu.co.uk
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Schueco London opens new showroom

Convenient and paper-free

Schueco has opened its new London
showroom and office, previously in
Islington, which is now in impressive
new premises at 153 Great Portland
Street, W1. The move has been
prompted by the need to expand
Schueco’s London operation and to
make the Schueco product range and technical support services
even more accessible to architects, main contractors, fabricators and
end-users. The showroom areas contain permanent displays of
Schueco facades, windows, sliding doors and entrance doors.

Enjoy reading ADF but find it’s not always
convenient to have the printed magazine?
Or has your workplace turned paper-free?
The Digital Issue offers you the same
content, delivered straight to your inbox
and accessible via smartphone, tablet
and desktop computers. Be among the first
to read all the latest features, comment,
interviews, and more, before the print
issue has even been delivered! What’s more, the Digital Issue includes
interactive links to featured companies. Subscribe for free now.

01908 282111 www.schueco.co.uk

www.subscribepage.com/adf

Enhance the beauty of architectural cladding with invisible fixation
Dow Performance Silicones is proud to announce that DOWSIL™ 896 PanelFix Adhesive is the first silicone
adhesive to meet the requirements of the European Assessment Document EAD 250005-00-0606 Adhesive
for wall cladding, and obtain a European Technical Assessment ETA 17/0689.
This new standard serves as the leading guideline for the use of silicone panel-bonding technology throughout
Europe and establishes DOWSIL™ 896 PanelFix Adhesive as the only product that meets European regulations
for non-glass panel attachment.
Panel bonding with DOWSIL™ 896 PanelFix Adhesive enables sleek, flush, uninterrupted facades without the
need for mechanical fixation. This highly durable, high strength silicone, which is also certified by the British
Board of Agrément (BBA), provides unprecedented choice and design freedom for architects, building owners
and engineers by expanding the possibilities for cladding design. DOWSIL™ 896 PanelFix is distributed in
the UK by Sherwin Williams. For further information please visit Sherwin’s website.
0114 240 9409 www.specification.sherwin-williams.co.uk
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Let there be light
Patients may leave hospital quicker when they are on wards with high levels of natural
light – in this context Scott Leeder of Velux Modular Skylights looks at the health and
wellbeing benefits of bringing in daylight

O

ver the last few years there
have been a number ofpeerreviewed independent studies
which provide compelling evidence that
access to daylight results in patients being
discharged from hospital sooner. Professor
David Strong, in his insightful report;
‘The Distinctive Benefits of Glazing’, has
brought many of these studies together and
presented them as a compelling case on the
benefits of daylight.
One of these studies is by Choi et al,
published in 2012, in which it was
reported that; “A significant relationship
appears to exist between indoor daylight
environments and an in- patient’s average
length of stay (ALOS) in a hospital. 25 per
cent of the comparison sets showed that, in
the brighter orientations, as in rooms
located in the SE (South East) area, the
ALOS by patients was shorter than that
in the NW (North West) area by 16 to 41
per cent”.
Another pioneering study by Anjali
Joseph in 2006; ‘A retrospective study of
myocardial infarction patients in a cardiac
intensive-care unit treated in either sunny
rooms or dull rooms’, found that female
patients stayed a shorter time in sunny
rooms. Mortality in both sexes was
consistently higher in dull rooms. Joseph
goes on to say, “at least 11 strong studies
suggest that bright light is effective in
reducing depression among patients with
Bipolar disorder or Seasonal Affective
Disorder (SAD)”.
Significantly, daylight has also been
shown to reduce the requirements for pain
relief, and has a major influence on
depression and depressive illness. For
example, Lovell reports the beneficial
effect of bright light treatment on
agitated behaviour in institutionalized
elderly subjects.
Elizabeth Brawley goes on to show
that the physical environment strongly
influences the behaviour and quality of life
of individuals with Alzheimer's disease and

ADF AUGUST 2018

dementia as well as those affected by
age-related change.

Case study: Tree Top Village
Tree Top retirement village was originally
conceived as the central part of a
conventional ‘core and cluster’
arrangement. However, the initial
masterplan was torn up after Dr Hans
Marcel Becker invited the design team and
Your Homes Newcastle to the Humanitas
Retirement Village in Rotterdam.
Designed by architects ID Partnership, the
award-winning Tree Top Village is the first
of its kind in the UK and is focused on
delaying the onset of dementia, in part,
through high levels of natural light.
Dr Hans Marcel Becker’s various mantra
for a successful retirement village include
‘use it or lose it’, ‘yes is the default for
carers’, ‘maximise the positive – minimise
the negative’ and ‘no care uniforms’. This
approach and his commitment to deliver an
authentic village environment with a host
of hotel-quality facilities, won over client
and design team. Tree Top Village
now provides 75 high quality affordable
accommodation units exclusively for
over 55s or people with an assessed
medical need.
High levels of natural light and
ventilation are the hallmarks of Tree Top
Village and it achieves this through
extensive use of our modular skylights.
Taking a lead from Dr Hans Marcel
Becker’s philosophy, ID Partnership
designed Tree Top with rooflights running
the full length to create a ‘contemporary
hotel feel’. It was felt that this encouraged
residents to actively engage and participate
and meant each apartment overlooks the
main, naturally-lit thoroughfare. The
atrium was fitted with 60 ridgelights. A
further 10 longlights provide illumination
in areas away from the atrium.
Our commercial team worked with
Wates Construction to value engineer the
original curtain walling design envisaged

Significantly, daylight has
also been shown to reduce
the requirements for pain
relief, and has a major
influence on depression
and depressive illness
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for the rooflights. We presented the
benefits of the self-supporting, modular
ridgelights for the central atrium, which
comprised two rows of skylights that add
natural light, ventilation and openness to
the areas below. Being self-supporting
meant they eliminated the need for the steel
sub-frame support system.
All of the properties at Tree Top achieve
Lifetime Homes standards. The Phase One
development achieved BREEAM ‘Very
Good’ accreditation, whilst the Phase Two
scheme meets the requirements of the Code
for Sustainable Homes Level 3.

Shine a light
With an ageing population and growing
incidence of Alzheimer’s and other
age related disorders, how we care for the
elderly will remain in the spotlight.
Research has shown that the design of
buildings is not just an incidental concern,
but is an integral part of ensuring
the health and well being of occupants,
whether it is a hospital, care home, school
or workplace.
Scott Leeder is commercial director at
Velux Modular Skylights
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New Mardome Smoke Vent lifts the lid on smoke and heat
Forming part of the Brett Martin Mardome Rooflight range, the fully-certified Mardome Trade Smoke Vents
deliver maximum fire safety by allowing smoke and heat to escape, whilst bringing natural ventilation and an
abundance of natural light into both new build and refurbished buildings. Allowing specifiers to source
both rooflight and smoke vent products from a single supplier, Mardome Trade Smoke Vents are individual
polycarbonate dome rooflights intended for installation on flat or low pitch roofs of all modern building types
to provide natural smoke and heat exhaust ventilation and comfort. Designed, fully tested and certified in
accordance with EN 12101-2, Mardome Trade Smoke Vents meet standards for safety, security, non-fragility
and fire safety. Fully guaranteed, they are available with a number of product accessories including a Control
Panel System, Fire Switch, Fireman’s Priority Switch and Smoke Detector. A single 24V traverse actuator
opens the rooflight to 140° in less than 60 seconds and, when triggered by a connected alarm system, will
automatically open the unit to provide fast and effective smoke ventilation.
daylight@brettmartin.com www.brettmartin.com

Control your roof windows

Roofglaze is pleased to announce that it has
upgraded its Constructionline membership
from Silver (Level 2) to Gold (Level 3).
Having already worked on numerous
high-profile projects with top architects and
main contractors, this is further proof of Roofglaze’s continued
commitment to quality across the business. With its market-leading
system partnerships and in-house manufacturing capabilities,
Roofglaze is ideally placed to offer a wide range of bespoke rooflight
solutions for all manner of project types across every industry sector.
Roofglaze looks forward to assisting you with your next project.

VELUX and smart home company Netatmo
launch VELUX ACTIVE with NETATMO,
the first ‘plug-and-play’ smart home solution
for remote sensor-based operation of roof
windows, blinds and shutters. VELUX
ACTIVE with NETATMO is the first smart
roof window system that connects with Apple
HomeKit, allowing homeowners to manage indoor climate control at
home or remotely across all Apple devices, including iPhone, iPad,
Apple Watch, Apple TV and HomePod. The system can be controlled
using Siri® or with the touch of a button on the Apple Home app.

estimating@roofglaze.co.uk

01592 778225 www.velux.com

Flatglass Rooflights & Roof Glazing Systems

Roofglaze upgrades to Gold

Roofglaze is a leading designer, manufacturer,
supplier and installer of rooflights.
You will find our rooflights on a wide range
of commercial and residential buildings - from
retail and leisure centres, to offices, schools,
hospitals and private homes.
Our friendly and experienced team are on
hand to discuss your project requirements
and recommend the best solution for you.

01480 474 797
estimating@roofglaze.co.uk
www.roofglaze.co.uk
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Stertil dock products launches shelters
Stertil Dock Products now offers bespoke coloured curtains for its range
of dock shelters to customers in the UK. The Stertil range of dock
shelters is used extensively to support loading and unloading operations
at thousands of installations including distribution centres, warehouses,
manufacturing sites, retail outlets, transport hubs and many other
locations. The shelters provide a universal and flexible solution by
ensuring optimal sealing on vehicles of varying types, heights and
widths. Having earned an enviable reputation for quality and reliability
over many years, Stertil has become increasingly involved in designing
and developing bespoke solutions to help promote customers’ branding.
This has involved the incorporation of logos and colour schemes to
reinforce corporate identities and the introduction of bespoke coloured
dock shelters is a continuation of this process.

0870 770 0471 www.stertil-dockproducts.co.uk

HOSPITALS



POWER



PUBLIC BUILDINGS



SCHOOLS



SHOPPING CENTRES

SG4 FREESTANDING
GUARDRAIL SYSTEM
 Unique patented lifting shoe
 Safe, secure and cost effective flat roof edge protection
Please visit our website or call Whelan Plant:

SG4

Tel: 01959 571788 Fax: 01959 571068
Email: info@shorguard.co.uk
www.shorguard.co.uk
UNIQUE LIFTING SHOE

A DIV OF JP WHELAN & SONS (CONSTRUCTION) LTD

SG1

SG2

SG3

SG4

PERMANENT

TEMPORARY

SHORGUARD EDGE PROTECTION SYSTEMS
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Balustrade has enduring appeal
A lakeside retreat in North Wales is
exemplifying the lasting appeal of Neaco’s
balustrade systems, almost ten years after
they were installed. In 2009 Neaco’s
aluminium balustrade was specified for the
external terraces, using glass infills to
maximise the spectacular views over Llyn Tegid. This year the property
was converted from a B&B into Glan Y Gro comprising four selfcatering suites featuring a host of new fittings. Much has changed but
Neaco’s balustrade – renowned for maintenance-free durability and
enduring aesthetic quality – has been retained as an integral feature.

sales@neaco.co.uk

Senior’s fenestration adds spirit
Whisky production has returned to the banks of
the River Clyde in Glasgow with the completion
of the stunning new Clydeside Distillery, which
features high performance aluminium curtain
walling and commercial doors from Senior
Architectural Systems. Senior’s SF52 aluminium
system features attractive slim sightlines and enhanced thermal
performance to help boost energy-efficiency. Available as a mullion
drained system which removes the need for visible drainage slots,
Senior’s SF52 curtain wall can be specified as capped, silicone sealed
or as a combination of the two for even greater design flexibility.
www.seniorarchitectural.co.uk

Kingspan insulates rehabilitation centre
Kingspan Kooltherm K15 Rainscreen
Board has been installed on a new £1
million state-of-the-art rehabilitation centre
for people who have suffered catastrophic
sporting injuries. Cladding and roofing
contractors, Sage Building Envelope
Contractors, installed the Kingspan Kooltherm K15 Rainscreen board
throughout the building envelope. The premium performance product
features a fibre-free core and can achieve thermal conductivities as
low as 0.020 W/m. KIt has also been assigned a highest possible Green
Guide Summary Rating of A+ by the BRE.
01544 387 384 www.kingspaninsulation.co.uk

Cat-B Fit-out for 8 Waterloo Place
AET Flexible Space have just completed a
Cat-B fit-out of underfloor air conditioning
equipment on the second floor of 8
Waterloo Place for the new incoming tenant.
The system at 8 Waterloo Place is a CAM-C
Direct Expansion system with underfloor
supply air and underfloor return air,
specified by consultant Watkins Payne Partnership after both the client
and architect requested no ceiling based services in order to allow the
decorative plasterwork and featured cornices to be exposed. The AET
Flexible Space CAM-C direct expansion system fits this brief perfectly.
01342 310400 www.flexiblespace.com
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Ravatherm UK boosts eco-credentials of POLYFOAM™ XPS
RAVATHERM UK has boosted the environmental credentials of its POLYFOAM™ extruded polystyrene
(XPS) insulation, achieving a BRE Certified Green Guide rating of A+ for all products manufactured at its
Hartlepool factory. The certification adds to a series of independent accreditations, which demonstrate that
POLYFOAM™ XPS meets the highest environmental standards. The insulation has already achieved a BES
6001: Responsible Sourcing of Construction Products certification and has been issued Product-Specific Type
111 Environmental Product Declarations (EPDs) through BRE’s EN 15804 EPD Verification Scheme for
products in the POLYFOAM Extra and Standard range. POLYFOAM™ XPS was the first extruded polystyrene
product range to be independently assessed by BRE. It is free from materials which can deplete the ozone and
is 100 per cent recyclable. RAVATHERM UK’s Hartlepool headquarters is a zero waste to landfill site which
manufactures POLYFOAM™ XPS Extra and Standard products. RAVATHERM UK’s Green Guide rating,
EPD and BES 6001 certificates are available to view on the GreenBookLive website.
01429 855100 www.ravatherm.co.uk

Heating system at UK Scout Headquarters protected by BoilerMag commercial filter
The heating system of the UK Scout Headquarters at Gilwell Park in Chingford is now protected with a
BoilerMag XT heating system filter. Hertfordshire based installers Mechanical Control Ltd replaced two old
Strebel boilers with new Ideal Evomax boilers in the plant room, and installed a BoilerMag XT to prevent the
build-up of ferrous oxide in the heating system. The plant room is situated in The White House, which has
been the UK headquarters of The Scout Association since April 2001. The building also serves as a hotel with
41 guest bedrooms, and has a number of conference rooms on the ground floor. The White House also houses
a bar in the Group Room, and a canteen-style restaurant. Ideal for large heating systems, Boilermag XT utilises
high performance flow technology to ensure that virtually 100 per cent of unwanted debris is removed from
the heating system. This helps to reduce energy bills, increase the life of the boiler, and reduce maintenance
call outs. The BoilerMag XT is available in sizes 2” to 12”, and has an operating pressure of up to 12 bar. It
also comes with a 10 year warranty.
0114 225 0624 www.boilermag.com

CMS Danskin Acoustics launches patented sound absorption solution
CMS Danskin Acoustics has enhanced its SuperPhon® range of reverberation control solutions to include a
patented (GB2550373A) sound absorbing impact resistant laminate in a choice of high impact systems.
SuperPhon® High Impact wall panels provide an attractive solution where aesthetics are a design priority,
while SuperPhon® Active delivers access to an impact resistant yet affordable specification. The patented
construction incorporates advanced micro swirl air cells within the SuperPhon® panels which provide superior
levels of sound absorption. Significantly enhancing sound absorption, particularly at the low end of the
frequency spectrum, this reduces the total panel area required to achieve a specified level of reverberation
control, as compared with standard absorptive solutions. The impact performance of SuperPhon® High Impact
and SuperPhon® Active has been tested by the UKAS accredited CST Global Centre for Sports Technology and
certified to BS EN 13964 for Classes A, B and C. This makes the SuperPhon® range an ideal specification for
sports halls and gymnasiums which are designed for multi-purpose use.
01925 577711 www.cmsdanskin.co.uk

Colour your thinking with Crown’s guide

dormakaba products feature in RICS

Paint manufacturer Crown has it covered
thanks to the launch of a new product
guide for its innovative Fastflow range.
The new literature provides specifiers
with a useful overview of the key product
details and benefits of Crown Trade’s
Quick Drying Fastflow System, which
includes gloss, satin and a primer undercoat. The range benefits from
Crown’s innovative Breatheasy® technology, which helps to eliminate
any strong odours and makes it ideally suited to projects where a
quick turnaround and high quality finish is required.

The Command of the Oceans project combines
the conservation and repurposing of an historic
building with contemporary design. dormakaba’s
innovative sliding and swing door products were
specified for this pioneering project, to provide a
visually appealing, comprehensive system ideally
suited to its unique design. The Command of the Oceans was recently
awarded ‘South Honours Project of the Year’ at the RICS South East
regional awards. The striking new museum celebrates naval heritage
and was commended for its inspirational design, combining buildings
of historical importance with a bold, modern aesthetic.

info@crownpaintspec.co.uk

01462 477600 www.dormakaba.com/en
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The first line of defence
Mark Stone of Securiscape explains how designers are using street furniture
and planters as part of a defensive strategy to protect the public from terrorism

W

e have come a long way since
2007, when, in the wake of a
vehicle-borne attack on Glasgow
International Airport, defending buildings
against a further assault constituted a row
of concrete blocks placed in front of
premises deemed to be at risk.
Although a defence that does exactly
what it says on the tin, rows of concrete
blocks are more suited to the rudimentary
requirements of warzones rather than cities
where people want to go about their
business peacefully and happily.
As a result, while the threat of more
attacks, whether for political or financial
gain or purely for vandalism, remain a real
possibility, it is up to architects and urban
planners to find alternative methods
capable of protecting buildings from
whatever may lurk around the corner
without compromising people’s quality of
life or their sense of security.
This is where our industry comes in,
because it’s up to us to develop the products
architects are looking for, a task we take on
in conjunction with government agencies
which provide resources, guidance and
expert advice to keep businesses secure
from external threats.
This means that there is a wealth of
information and intelligence available
concerning the very many ways in which
attacks can arise, from different modus
operandi to the types of vehicles used,
as well as details of blast effects and
stand-off distances.
The information has allowed our
industry to develop a whole host of
increasingly sophisticated equipment –
known in the industry as hostile vehicle
mitigation (HVM) devices – which not only
performs its principal security function, one
which could typically involve stopping a
7.5 tonne truck travelling at 40 mph, but
does so in sympathy with towns and cities
whose designs and architecture belong to a
time before people intent on causing
injury and damage used vehicles to carry
out their work.
In addition, product development is also
taking place with economy and practicality
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in mind as much as performance, because
of the untold expense of addressing every
possible security concern associated with
a random attack that can come out of
the blue.
Ideally, security installations are best
explored at project management level,
with the input of the local authorities,
urban planners and architects. It takes a
community to protect a community and the
earlier and the more joined-up the thinking,
then the better the result.
Perhaps the best example of this
defensive street planning are the concrete
letters spelling out ARSENAL outside the
Emirates Stadium, which are joyously
multi-functional, as the Gunners fans who
pose for photos in amongst them have little
idea of their security role.
The majority of installations do not,
however, have this luxury since they have
to be retro-fitted, and this is where the
majority of the challenges reside. They
must use products which can withstand
a vehicle impact – ideally while
demonstrating the high level of
performance demanded by the exacting
PAS68 classification – without being too
difficult to deliver, taking up too much
room or requiring the kind of expensive
and intrusive excavations that might
disturb or damage underground utilities.
The most productive solution to this
involves the intelligent use of heavy grade
steel, whereby the steel is sprung and
incorporated into frameworks designed to
absorb the impact of a vehicle, or is used to
reinforce concrete.
This is an immediate upgrade on pure
concrete because these products are
significantly lighter and smaller, so are
easier and cheaper to transport and install.
Improved fixing techniques, involving a
variety of bolts or resins, ensure the
products remain firmly in place, even
though penetration of their fixing systems
into the surface of the ground can be as
shallow as 100 mm.
These developments have opened up a
world of opportunities for manufacturers
and architects. It is now possible to buy
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ANTI-VEHICLE
An example of a temporary steel Hostile Vehicle
Mitigation measure
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products where form and function
complement each other rather than one
compromising the other and the market is
now maturing with increased demand for
products that are smaller, less intrusive and
more beneficial to the urban environment.
These include appropriately sited
heavy-duty bollards, cycle racks, benches,
bollards and planters – made up of a steel
framework encapsulating a polypropylene
planter filled with compost and greenery
and encased in a separate and decorative
architectural cladding – all of which are
equal and indeed superior in performance
to the military-style concrete block, while
more products, such as decorative railings
are being developed as well.
Elsewhere, innovation and demand is also
driving products that are capable of
stopping vehicle-borne attacks on crowds
of pedestrians at outdoor public events, in
the wake of the incidents in Nice, Berlin
and elsewhere.
By the very nature of the events they are
designed to protect, these products must
be temporary, which is an even more
challenging task, because they cannot even
use shallow fixings and must be quick to
install and remove.

Ideally, security installations
are best explored at project
management level
Thankfully, industry ingenuity has led
to a series of products, from a spiked
mesh designed to wrap around the tyres,
to a device designed to lift the vehicle’s
wheels into the air. Another product
comprises steel spikes which embed
themselves into the vehicle’s bodywork,
rendering it incapable of moving forwards
or backwards.
Not all of these are adaptable for the
permanent HVM market but they will
surely influence the next generation of
product, sending out a reassuring signal
that, more than a decade after the
emergency concrete block hit the UK’s
streets, our industry is capable of providing
solutions which can keep people safe,
without them being too frightened to step
out of their homes.
Mark Stone is the managing director of
Securiscape
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Security gates provides ring of steel

Firetherm explains fire stopping

Featured in the Dutch Press were Cova’s
CSG 10850 crash rated bollards being filmed
& photographed during installation at
Rotterdam Central Rail Station in which they
provide a ‘ring of steel‘. Cova’s PAS 68 crash
rated shallow depth bollards were selected
because of their ‘anti-terror’ crash rated protection. Static bollards
provide an ideal solution to prevent a vehicle attack, whilst protecting
pedestrians and property with minimal impact on the environment.
In other areas of the city alternative anti-terror measures have been
taken following the attacks in Barcelona and Nice with trucks.

A new 32-page brochure from Firetherm, a tremco
illbruck brand, provides industry professionals
with full details on the manufacturer’s range of
products and services for protecting construction
movement joints, gaps and service penetrations.
Amongst the most widely used of the products
described in the guide are Intubatt, Intumastic and
Intucollar plastic pipe collars. The range also
includes specialist linear and movement seals like
Firetherm Intumastic HP, a fire-rated intumescent acrylic sealant, and
Firetherm Intusil (FS703) a fire-rated silicone sealant.

sales@covasecuritygates.com

www.firetherm.co.uk

Zinc-clad planters for the V&A Museum

Resiblock at the races

IOTA has developed a technique of zinc
patination which creates a desirable weathered
and aged look which will mature over time. Zinc
sheets are clad onto steel planters to give extra
strength and rigidity. This was the material
selected by the V&A museum for its appearance,
durability and maintenance-free finish, and 22
metre-cube planters are now in place in the Madejski garden in the
heart of the museum. The image here shows a zinc planter at an early
stage of natural ageing at which it resembles old lead, with natural
and characteristic zinc oxide highlights starting to come through.

It was Happy 25th Birthday to Resiblock, and how
they celebrated at Ascot Races. The day’s events
included a seven-race card and four course menu in
the On5 Restaurant, hosted by Jockey David Crosse.
Staff were dressed in their finest, with Warehouse
Lad Ben amazing everyone with a grey/blue herringbone suit. The ladies of the office looked suitably stunning in an array
of beautiful outfits. Managing Director Paul Lamparter said: “It has
been a fantastic 25 years for us, and the staff deserved to be treated for
their efforts. But our biggest thanks go to the loyal customers of
Resiblock, without whom we would not be where we are today.”

www.iotagarden.com

www.resiblock.com
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EverEdge edging and planters for
roof gardens

2

017 saw a huge increase in requests for
steel edging and planters to be installed
on roof gardens and on terraces. As
new build tower blocks go up, mostly in
London, potential customers have begun to
demand more from their outdoor spaces. To
this end, EverEdge have been designing and
building planters and edging enabling
builders to design in beautiful courtyards
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and green roofs for residences and attractive,
functional green spaces for office buildings.
EverEdge can build planters to specification
as well as consulting on the design to
help offer the best product at the most
cost effective price. Cor-Ten steel seems
to be an incredibly popular choice at the
moment as a material for these planters.
As well as this, EverEdge can offer a

galvanised finish or powder coat the steel to
most colours.
EverEdge are set up to be able to offer
virtually any design, shape or size of planter
to suit any and all projects. All EverEdge
products are proudly designed and made in
the UK to the very highest standards.
01453 731717 www.everedge.co.uk
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CLASSIFIED & DIRECTORY
ADHESIVES

DOORS & WINDOWS

INSULATION

RAINWATER SYSTEMS

BAL
Tel: 01782 591100
www.bal-adhesives.co.uk

ID Systems
Tel: 01603 408804
www.i-d-systems.co.uk

Websters Insulation
Tel: 01405 812682
www.webstersinsulation.com

Yeoman Rainguard
Tel: 0113 279 5854
www.rainguard.co.uk

ADVICE & INFORMATION

ENTRANCE SOLUTIONS

NHBC
(National Housebuilding Council)
Tel: 0800 035 6422
www.nhbc.co.uk

Record UK Ltd
Tel: 01698 376411
www.recorduk.co.uk

LANDSCAPING & EXTERNAL
WORKS

ROOFING

FIRE PROTECTION
AIR MOVEMENT SPECIALISTS
Swegon Air Management Ltd
Tel: 01746 761921
www.swegonair.co.uk

Envirograf
Tel: 01304 842555
www.envirograf.com

GLASS & GLAZING
CANOPIES & STRUCTURES
Sunshade Services
Tel: 01782 398848
www.sunshadeservices.co.uk

CLADDING & FACADES
FunderMax UK
Tel: 07852 867472
Tel: 01501 515005
Paul.hughes@fundermax.biz

COLUMN CASINGS
Encasement
Tel: 01733 266 889
www.encasement.co.uk

CURTAIN WALLING
Comar Architectural
Aluminium Systems
Tel: 0208 685 9685
www.comar-alu.co.uk

DAYLIGHT & SUNLIGHT
SOFTWARE
MBS Survey Software Ltd
Tel: 020 3176 0984
www.surveymbs.com

DOORS & WINDOWS
Garador Ltd
Tel: 01935 443 722
www.garador.co.uk
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Senior Architectural Systems Ltd
Tel: 01709 772600
www.seniorarchitectural.co.uk
Structural Glass Design Ltd
Tel: 0333 577 7177
www.structural-glass.com

Wykeham Mature Plants
Tel: 01723 862406
www.wykehammatureplants.co.uk

LIGHTING
Lumisphere Lighting Solutions
Tel: 01245 329999
www.lumisphere.co.uk

OAK PRODUCTS
Antique Buildings Ltd
Tel: 01483 200477
www.antiquebuildings.com

HEATING & VENTILATION
AEL Heating Solutions
Tel: 01928 579068
www.aelheating.com

INSULATION
EAL Consult
17 Dobree Ave, London
NW10 2AD
Tel: 0208 930 5660
info@ealconsult.com
www.ealconsult.com
EAL Consult specialise in Building
Regulations Part L compliance,
SAP, SBEM, Thermal Bridging,
BREEAM and Energy and
Sustainability reports for
obtaining planning permission,
CPD training

Midland Lead
Tel: 01283 224 555
www.midlandlead.co.uk

SOLAR SHADING (BRISE SOLEIL)
RENSON®
Tel: 01622 754 123
www.rensonuk.net

MODULAR BUILDINGS
Wernick Buildings
Tel: 0800 112 4640
www.wernick.co.uk

GREEN ROOFS
Optigreen Ltd
Tel: 0845 565 0236
www.optigreen.co.uk

Liquid Roofing and Waterproofing
Association (LRWA)
Tel: 0207 448 3859
www.lrwa.org.uk

PRECAST CONCRETE
British Precast
Tel: 0116 232 5170
www.britishprecast.org

PUMPING STATIONS
J T Pumps
Tel: 0844 414 5800
www.jtpumps.co.uk

R&D TAX CREDITS/PATENT BOX
MCS Corporate Strategies Ltd
Tel: 01926 512475
www.mcs-corporate.com

STAIRS & BALUSTRADES
Railing London Ltd
Tel: 0208 566 6750
www.railinglondon.com

STONE PAVING
Stone Heritage Sales Ltd
Tel: 01629 650647
www.yorkstoneheritage.co.uk

STREET FURNITURE
Contenur UK Ltd
Tel: 01282 604400
www.contenur.com

WINDOW CONTROLS

RADIATION SHIELDING
Midland Lead
Tel: 01283 224 555
www.midlandlead.co.uk

RAINWATER SYSTEMS
Aluminium Roofline Products Ltd
Tel: 0116 289 4400
www.arp-ltd.com

WEBSITE

NEWSLETTER

DIGITAL ISSUE

The ADF website is an online provider
of past and present products and news
items for the architect or specifier.
www.architectsdatafile.co.uk is a
one-stop source for all the latest press
releases providing any visitor with
access to information about products
and services that they may require for
their project as well as news relevant
to architectural developments.

The fortnightly ADF email newsletter
is designed to provide you with the
latest products and services, direct to
your inbox. You can quickly gather a
snapshot of information from up to
12 carefully selected companies and
easily follow links through to further
information on the website or go
directly to the company’s website. Go
to the ADF website to subscribe.

The ADF digital issue provides all the
same content as the print issue with
the added advantage of being instantly
available whenever and wherever you
have access to the internet. In addition
to its ease of access, the ADF digital
issue gives direct links to advertisers,
allowing you to visit a potential
supplier’s website with the click of a
mouse. Subscribe on the ADF website.
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