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You don’t need me to tell you that the new year hasn’t exactly brought a refreshed sense of
optimism to the UK, more a resigned sense of acceptance that further tough measures are needed
to battle Covid’s rampant rise. There is a silver lining for many on the way, in that the vaccines are
slowly being ‘rolled out’ across the country. Often it seems that an actual steamroller may be
involved, given the sluggish nature of the progress.

If your experience is like much of the construction industry, your build will have managed to make
faltering progress, with trades staggering their arrival on site much more carefully than ever before.

There have been a couple of helpful bits of news for the sector recently to keep the self-build
dream alive however. In November, the Chancellor announced a Help to Build loan scheme for
self- and custom-builders. However, possibly for predictable reasons, namely the Government
being expected to fund 20 per cent of those loans, no further details have been released on how
they will be allocated, or any timeline. Let’s hope it doesn’t become one of those initiatives which
are quietly sidelined, as other pressing problems take centre stage. 

The potential Help to Buy-style equity loans (which the National Custom & Self Build Association is
working closely with the Government to try and push for within the initiative), could help
democratise self-building in the UK.

Arguably, the inspiring self-builds we feature are still something of a
pursuit reserved for those who have access to a considerable amount of
capital. However many millennials don’t expect to own a home, never
mind build one. They need solid, realistic support for that to change,
enabling future generations to experience the joy of self-build.

JAMES PARKER
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The events of 2020 have seen a
surge in people organising their
homes – re-evaluating what they

really need and maximising every inch 
of space with clever storage. As a result,
demand for fitted bedroom furniture
soared towards the end of the year, and
2021 looks set to be the year of the 
fitted wardrobe.

For homeowners with space to spare –
walk-in wardrobes and designated
dressing areas are high on the agenda as
people look to create tranquil, organised
spaces that offer a little bit of luxury,
completely freeing up sleeping areas
from any form of clutter. 

As a result, central islands within walk-in
wardrobes are a popular must-have. The
benefits here are that wall space can be
fully maximised for hanging and shelving
configurations, and the central space –
often dominated by a bed – is used for
additional storage.

The beauty of a walk-in wardrobe is
that you have ample space to play 
with, but it is important to take time to
consider the design and configuration is
best suited for your needs. For example,
do you want a door-free fitting or would
you prefer everything to be sleek and

tidied away? Are you looking to create 
an impact with bold colours, or do you
want a more pared down, tranquil finish?
Would you like to make a feature of
statement pieces? For example, open
shoe storage (which is proving to be 
very popular within walk-in wardrobes)
and shelving to display handbags 
and jewellery.

Of course, a walk-in wardrobe is a
luxury that might not be an option for
many self-builders, but that’s not to say
that you can’t create the same effect in
the bedroom itself.

FURNITURE 
Increasingly, fitted furniture is being used
to zone bedrooms, fulfilling two key
design criteria. It provides plenty of space
for the organisation and storage that
people are demanding, while helping a
larger room feel cosier and more relaxing.

Creating purposeful vignettes, i.e.
groupings of furniture within a bigger
space will give the room a luxe feel, but
will also help break it down into individual
zones, creating a mix of focal points and
helping to draw the space in without
making it feel small.

In zoning a space, layout is key. Pay
attention to where natural light is coming
from and position all furniture around the
bed. Where a room can accommodate
big, statement furniture, go for it, and
feature it front and centre. Include a bed
as big as the room allows, ideally
positioned lengthways, and pick an
oversized headboard in a lush fabric or
print, to make a dramatic statement.

Small rooms can also benefit greatly
from fitted furniture. With a blank canvas
to work with at the design stage, you can
really maximise the use of space by
thinking vertically and designing in all of

the key pieces that a room could need –
such as hanging space, overbed storage
and a desk or dressing table.

COLOUR EXPERIMENTS 
Another key bedroom trend that we have
seen come into play this year is people’s
willingness to experiment more with
colour – stepping away with playing it
safe with white and wood-effect furniture.

Greys – in all shades – are proving 
very popular, as too is cashmere which
works exceptionally well in both gloss 
and matte, creating a comforting 

Megan Baker of My Fitted Bedroom says that
getting organisation and storage right are top of
the agenda for bedrooms in 2021

SPACE TO
RELAX

HOME STYLING
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colour scheme and base palette in the
room which is easily compatible with 
soft furnishings.

Darker colours – such as dark oak and
classic indigo blue are also starting to
dominate as people become braver with
the colour choices, and look to fitted
furniture as a way of making a style
statement with a big impact piece, 
rather than something which blends into
the background.

Nature continues to have a profound
effect on interior design, a trend which
grew over the course of 2020. As such,

green colour palettes are set to be big
this year as people embrace botanical-
inspired colour schemes throughout 
their homes – with the bedroom being 
no exception. 

We’ve seen a big change in the way
people use their homes change in the
past 12 months – with homeowners
evaluating what is important to them as
they look to create tranquil, cosy retreats
with very clear areas for relaxing, work
and socialising. Having spent more time
than ever at home, bedrooms have
become a place to fully escape from work

and home life, and this demand for a
slick, uncluttered space is set to be a
dominant trend for years to come.

Megan Baker is head of design at My
Fitted Bedroom

2021 looks set to
be the year of the
�tted wardrobe
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With the arrival of Covid, hundreds of thousands of homeowners took to their
studies (or sofas) to work from home. As householders continue to combine
home-working with being in the office to an unprecedented degree, we round
up some of the best options to help you combine productivity with comfort,
and create a great home office 

INTERIOR 
INSPIRATION:
HOME OFFICES

1
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1. Garden Trading’s Elder Desk Lamp
in ‘Lily White’ is designed to lift and
brighten your home office, whether
you’re a lover of monochrome minimal-
ism or a rainbow of hues. It’s adjustable
in three places with the press of a button
for ultimate angled lighting. The lamp is
priced at £85.
www.gardentrading.co.uk

2. This Sola Solid Walnut Home Office
Desk by Greenway Furniture has an
abundance of features, including a key-
board tray, three drawers, and a pull-out
filing cabinet, plus a two-shelf storage
cupboard. The desk is crafted from the
highest grade of solid walnut, sourced
from sustainable, managed plantations,
and priced at £775.
www.greenwayfurniture.co.uk

3. Lakeland Furniture’s Quebec Office
Chair in vintage brown is made from soft
faux leather, which is wrapped around
three backrest ‘pads’ filled with high
density foam. Both the arms and frame
of the chair are moulded from chrome.
The chair is priced at £194.99.
www.lakeland-furniture.co.uk

4. The Brooklyn Natural Solid Oak &
Metal Desk by Oak Furnitureland is a
welcome addition to any modern home
office, featuring an open metal frame
with a dark, aged effect that gives it an
industrial appeal. The desk includes
plentiful storage; a central shelf provides
a great home for books and stationery;
one side features three deep storage
drawers, and the other has a handy cup-
board compartment. The desk is priced
at £699.99.
www.oakfurnitureland.co.uk

5. The Library of Wall Storage by The
Dormy House creates a focal point in any
room and provides a place for every book
and/or precious collectables. The unit
also provides hidden storage, and will
look great in the home office. The Library
of Wall Storage is priced at £2520.
www.thedormyhouse.com

2

4

53
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HOW CAN LIGHTING HELP TO
TRANSFORM THE BATHROOM INTO
A PEACEFUL RETREAT?
We are finding more and more
customers asking for advice about how to
create a ‘spa-like’ feel at home, and
lighting plays an important role. To
create this look, choose handcrafted,
high quality fixtures, as this will help
create a luxurious feel in terms of
materials. Dimmable bulbs are another
good option and will give the perfect
ambience for relaxing bathing. 

One of the most common mistakes
when it comes to bathroom lighting is
not providing enough of it. That said,
people will often counter this issue with a
plethora of fixtures on the ceiling, which
can look busy and overcrowded.
Consider combining decorative lighting

with LED lighting strips that provide
functional light, especially in areas
around mirrors. This will create a design
that’s ‘spot on’ in terms of both the look
and the functionality.

CAN I MAKE A ROOM FEEL LARGER
USING LIGHTING?
A well thought through lighting solution
is integral to the space, so it’s vital that
the lighting, as well as the electrical
wiring, is considered from the very
beginning of the project. Correctly
specified lighting can make a space feel
larger than it actually is. Lighting should
be approached in a layered manner, so
embrace the whole range of available
sources, from pendants to recessed
lights, to track lighting, lamps and spot
lighting. I always advise customers to

vary the lighting in a room to create 
small pockets and pools of light, and to
mix and match products to create a 
co-ordinated scheme.

HOW CAN LIGHTING BE USED TO
ENHANCE A KITCHEN SPACE?
Creative use of lighting can in fact
embellish your decorating project hence
it is worth looking at implementing
several different types of lighting.
Ambient lighting will brighten and
enhance the glow in a room, while
lanterns and wall sconces will create a
soft, relaxing atmosphere. Accent
lighting is great for highlighting
architectural features or to show off a
piece of art or photography and can be
created using halogen spotlights or table
lamps. For work areas such as food
preparation, task lighting provides
localised light, and is particularly
important in a kitchen.

In terms of decoration in a kitchen,
aesthetic lighting can be used purely for
embellishment. A trio of pendants over a
dining table or breakfast bar makes a
great statement and can complement
other accessories in the kitchen,
depending on the style chosen. For
contrast, try using rustic handcrafted light
fixtures with sleek modern style cabinetry
and worktops. This popular style also
adds another layer of texture to the
room, giving a softer look. 

Using high quality lighting will help to
ensure that the interior is timeless and
looks luxurious. Quality, handcrafted
lighting needn’t cost the earth but it
does add a personal touch and will help
to enhance the look of a kitchen. Lighting
is like jewellery for a kitchen and can be
used to add the finishing touches.

WHAT DO I NEED TO CONSIDER
WITH USING DECORATIVE LIGHTING
OUTSIDE?
Whether you are wanting an industrial
style look or something simple and
minimalist for your outdoor space, 
there are lots of options for waterproof
lighting that adheres to the strict IP
regulations, and is on-trend in terms of 
its design.

When thinking about purchasing
outdoor lighting it is a good idea to
consider the size of your outdoor space
as well as the purpose of the lighting. If,
for example, you need to illuminate a
path to help people stay safe, task
lighting is a good option, whereas
something more subtle could be used to

Marketa Rypacek of Industville looks at
which of the many types of decorative
lighting are best for your project, gives
insights into how to go low energy
without compromising light levels, and

explains why lighting is like jewellery

The light 
fantastic

ASK THE EXPERT
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add ambience for outdoor dining. 
Consider the style of your property.

Whether your home and garden is
contemporary or traditional in character,
decorative outdoor lighting can be
designed for versatility to suit all styles,
helping to further enhance the look of
the property. When done well, outdoor
lighting can be used to accentuate your
home and make the elements you really
love stand out. 

Outdoor lighting also has the added
advantage of deterring unwanted
intruders, and you will also find a wide
range of functional and motion activated
solutions on the market.

HOW CAN I REDUCE ENERGY USE
BUT ALSO KEEP THE RIGHT LIGHT
LEVELS?
Instead of buying low priced, 
low-quality goods, look for products that
will last longer, which do not hurt the
environment and that you are proud 
to own.

In terms of bulbs, LED vintage bulbs
are an excellent choice. With their clean,
minimalist style, LED energy-saving 

bulbs look great in any room, and they
are as practical as they are decorative, 
as you won’t need to replace the bulb 
for years. The increased wattage of
modern LEDs provides a warm and
relaxing glow that can be used in
combination with incandescent bulbs for
a ‘polished’ finish.

No one wants to waste energy
unnecessarily, hence there has been
increasing popularity of ‘smart’

technology within the home. At the
beginning of your design project it's
worth looking into new technologies such
as voice commands, mobile phones and
other mobile devices to turn on lights at
a specific percentage, as opposed to
using the traditional method of turning a
dimmer switch.

Marketa Rypacek is managing director 
of Industville
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Andrew Jones the VATman is the
leading specialist on the VAT431
scheme for reclaiming VAT on

self-builds, covering both new builds
and conversions. Selfbuilder +
Homemaker asked him to explain more
about the ins and outs of the scheme,
and how his firm can help

Q: Hi Andrew, could you briefly
summarise what the scheme is 
all about?
A: The scheme has been around in
different formats since 1974. It is
designed – although I’d not quite agree
with how successful it is, to put private
individuals on the same level playing
field as a VAT registered developer.

Q: When you say you’d not quite
agree, could you expand on that?
A: Firstly, there are a lot of costs that
cannot be reclaimed under the scheme,
whereas a developer benefits from all
these. HMRC actively seek reasons not
to repay the claim, and subsequently
reasons to reduce the claim once they
have acknowledged the claim is valid.

Q: What reasons could HMRC have
for refusing the claim in its entirety?
A: There is a very small timeframe in
which to submit – should you submit
outside that timeframe, HMRC could
refuse. Another reason could be that
the planning restricts who will live in the
dwelling, for how long, or whether
there is a tie to a business or
agriculture. HMRC will also search the
council tax banding register to see who
lives there and for how long that person
or people have been there – this can
also become a problem. Another
search carried out under this scheme is
to see if the property is being sold. You
cannot sell a property when building
and reclaiming the VAT under this
scheme, although there is no time limit
under the scheme for the amount of
time you have to live there afterwards.

Q: And what about reducing the
claim after overcoming that hurdle?
A: HMRC require to view the original
invoices. Order confirmations,
proformas, quotations and so on will
not be accepted, so you must present
HMRC with the correct documents.
Another reason is if you have paid the

wrong rate of VAT to your supplier,
HMRC will not reimburse this VAT to
you in your VAT reclaim.

Q: That is confusing, as I thought
everyone pays 20 percent VAT and
you send all the bills to HMRC at the
end and wait for your cheque. Maybe
it’s not as straightforward?
A: You’re correct in theory. There are 2
variations to the VAT431 scheme, new
build or conversion. It’s important you
apply the correct rate of VAT to your
project. On a new build, any contractor
visiting site to do work for you should
not charge you VAT on their labour or
any materials used, as your project is
VAT exempt. This does not apply to
purchases made at builders’ merchants
and other suppliers, where you will pay
20 percent as normal and then reclaim
the VAT in your VAT reclaim. If you pay
20 percent VAT to a contractor and
should not have done so, HMRC will
not reimburse this to you despite the
contractor having passed the VAT on to
HMRC in their quarterly VAT return. 

On a conversion, it’s slightly more
complicated; here any contractor
visiting site to do work for you should
only charge you 5 percent VAT for his
labour and all materials used, then the
5 percent invoices are included
together in your VAT reclaim with your
20 percent purchases from builders’
merchants and alike. Should you pay 20
percent VAT when you should have
paid 5 percent, HMRC will not
reimburse you any of the VAT on that
invoice – neither the 20 percent, the 5
percent nor the difference.

Q: How can you let your builder know
you’re not on 20 percent VAT ?
A: If you’re in any doubt if you’re 5
percent or zero rated to contractors,
don’t hesitate in contacting me and I’ll
review your planning. But if you are
sure of your position then good
practice would be to present the
contractor with your planning decision
notice for their records.

Q: Is it that simple? What if the
builder refuses?
A: There are two common difficulties
here. The contractor may ask for a VAT
exemption certificate or a reduced rate
of VAT certificate, or may refuse

outright. If they ask for a certificate, we
can help, as HMRC have not provided
these since maybe before the 90s, but
we have an alternative. (Please do not
let this put you off the contractor, he is
just making sure and covering his own
financial exposure). If the builder
outright refuses, you need to decide if
you want to deal with someone who
does not follow the rules, and if you’re
paying them more than you should.

Q: So where does your firm fit into all
of this?
A: We provide a submission
preparation service where we take your
paperwork – in whatever condition you
have them, you need to do nothing at
all with them – and we will prepare and
submit your reclaim for you. We will
contact suppliers for correct
documents, make sure no stone is left
unturned in order to maximise your
reclaim and most importantly, assist in
appeasing HMRC when the questions
arrive after submitting the reclaim.

Q: So what do you see as the most
difficult part of the VAT reclaim
process for self-builders?
A: We have only covered some of the
big issues, and each person and project
have their own potential pitfalls, but
briefly – when to submit, making sure
it’s the correct rate of VAT, names on
the invoices, and HMRC’s questions
after submitting. However I have a
helpful booklet with over 100 Q&A’s
similar to the above. If you’d like a
copy, please get in touch at
Andrew@vat431.co.uk. For a free, no
obligation consultation, please call:

01269 825248   www.vat431.co.uk

Know your VAT position
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Selfbuilder & Homemaker website
The Selfbuilder & Homemaker website is an
online provider of past and present
products and news items for all those
involved in and working on a self-build
project. www.sbhonline.co.uk is a one-stop
source for all the latest press releases,
providing visitors with access to information
about products and services that they may
require. From the website, you can find links
to digital issues that have live links to
advertisers’ sites, as well as daily email alerts
to keep you as informed as possible. You

can also subcribe to receive regular copies of the printed and digital
versions of the magazine, or sign up to the monthly Selfbuilder &
Homemaker newsletter.

www.sbhonline.co.uk

Heating tips to help you stay cosy this winter
Wintery weather and the pandemic are both
causing us to spend an increasing time at
home – making it more important than ever
to stay cosy. Vent-Axia is committed to
public health and helping in the nation’s
response to COVID-19 and so is therefore
offering nine simple tips to help combat
cold homes: Move your sofa away from the
radiator; Maintain the right temperature;
Turn down the heat by 1°C; Programme
your heating; Eliminate any draughts; 
Check your insulation; Get cosy outside with

a radiant heater; Dry clothes away from the radiator; Let the sunshine in.
For further information on all products and services offered by Vent-Axia
visit their website.

0344 856 0590   www.vent-axia.com
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Although Christa grew up in England, 
her mother’s family hail from the
German/Austrian border and the

influence of the Alps has been prevalent
throughout her life. When she met Del, he
shared her passion and the couple opened two
alpine shops in Bath. One specialising in
interiors and the other in clothing. 

“It was always our plan to do what we’re
doing now,” Christa explains. “We wanted to
have a really small bed and breakfast, a small
shop and a beautiful chalet. The chalet was
always part of the plan but not necessarily to
build it ourselves!” About eight years ago, they
were made an offer on the shops that was 
“really too good to turn down,” but the buyer
pulled out. 

By that point, says Christa, “we’d already
started the ball rolling to move. We didn’t know
where we wanted to go, we just knew what we
were looking for.” She explains further: “It had
to be remote but not overly so, and on a main
road but not a busy one. It was difficult to find
the right place; we looked all over the UK.”
About 18 months after they started their search,
they found a house in the Scottish Borders,
which was “perfect.”

Originally owned by Jedburgh Abbey,
Singdean was a small ‘steading’ (farmstead),
located on a larger sheep farm, until the 1950s.
When Christa and Del bought it eight years ago
they changed the main house into a bed and
breakfast and the small barn into an alpine shop.
Two years ago, they realised the last part of their

Christa and Del Dobson had been planning their alpine-style project for nearly
20 years, and it has finally come to fruition in a luxurious off-grid chalet

TEXT NICHOLA HUNTER   IMAGES DOUGLAS GIBB

A CHALET FOR ALL
SEASONS

LOW POINT
“Del broke his thumb,
cladding the front of the
house up a ladder. But
we just had to carry on. It
still hurts!”

CASE STUDY

issue 01 202116 www.sbhonline.co.uk
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Planning was granted
under the ‘rural tourism’
umbrella which means that
the chalet can only be sold
along with the house, not
as a separate entity
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dream – creating a stand-alone, alpine chalet in
the former paddock. 

The couple contacted their architect, Ray
Cherry, a couple of years before they started the
build – as he had already worked on the plans
for their shop. However, at that point he was too
busy, and they weren’t ready financially. “When
we were ready, Ray was still super busy, but as
he’d already been to the site, met us and knew
how we lived he agreed after a brief chat on the
phone to send us a quick sketch.” He emailed it
over, and “that was it,” says Christa – “he’d
completely understood what we were looking
for. He basically drew what was in my head – a
luxury bothy [mountain shelter].”

While planning was straightforward, it still took
a year to come through and was granted under
the ‘rural tourism’ umbrella which means that the
chalet can only be sold along with the house,
not as a separate entity.

“It took a year to build, and we finished it in
May 2019. We’re very, very happy with it. When
you’ve been dreaming about something for so
long, it’s quite nerve wracking when you come
to do it, in case it doesn’t live up to
expectations.

FLEXIBLE TO CHALLENGES 
The relatively simple layout is designed for
couples who want to escape – one bedroom, a
large bathroom, a cosy seating area, and a
kitchen. However, despite its simplicity, Christa
and Del soon realised that their budget wasn’t

going to go very far. 
“We had a budget, but it was a bit optimistic.

It was very carefully researched over several
months and I completely and utterly believed in
it, but I underestimated things like the price of
screws and how many we’d need – and that was
crazy money,” says Christa. “The price of
insulation went through the roof because of a
fire in Germany. The insulation company had to
ramp up their production in different parts of the
factory, which meant their machines broke
because they were working too hard, and the
price went up by about a third. And then waiting
time went up too; it was things we couldn’t 
plan for.”

Fortunately, the couple’s builder, John Elliott
from Newcastleton, was flexible in his approach,
which eased the pressure on the budget; he had
already worked with the couple on their own
house. “We had them do the important, difficult
bits such as the foundations, drainage, the
timber frame, basically any big tasks that
required significant machinery.” 

When they realised their budget wasn’t going
to extend to the builder taking on everything,
“Del and I rolled up our sleeves and did what
we could, when we could.” She adds: “John was
great; it was a case of ‘there’s plenty here you
can do yourselves but I’m here when you need
me.’ It’s a difficult way to do a project but it’s a
lovely thing to do as well.”

With hindsight, Christa can look back fondly
on the build, but she explains that in the thick of

issue 01 202118 www.sbhonline.co.uk
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it, it was a different matter. “I don't quite know
how we did it. We had all the structural
drawings, we understood them, and we knew
what we had to do but the physical aspect of it
was tough.

“I think we counted nine separate layers
around the whole of the property that had to be
applied within the walls, but the plasterboarding
was definitely the most difficult and horrible
job,” she says. “Del and I struggled because the
ceilings are so high and balancing the boards on
your head while trying to screw them in is just
exhausting.” The weather didn’t help either as
the bulk of the build took place in winter and
being off grid, they had to run everything off
one very long extension lead.

Then there was the added complication of 
the B&B, which the couple were still running in
tandem with the chalet build. “Time was our
biggest enemy. Guests can arrive from 3 pm 
and at 2.30 pm, looking like a feral, wild thing,
I’d try to finish what I was doing on the chalet,
get changed, brush my hair and get ready to
welcome our guests. Trying to squeeze the 
build into these few hours was difficult; our
guests come for peace and quiet – we couldn’t
be hammering and drilling when anyone 
was staying.”

Eventually, Del and Christa tried to book two
weeks off to focus on the chalet, but didn’t feel

they could cancel a weekend booking in the
middle. “We were in the process of digging the
drainage for the septic tank, we’d just had a
huge gravel delivery, and the site looked like a
bomb had gone off. Three builders plus Del and
I made a mammoth effort to make it all look
pristine for the guests, and at the end of the
weekend we pulled it all apart again!”

GETTING THE DETAILS RIGHT
Internally, the couple have worked just as hard
to build their alpine dream right down to the

When you’ve been
dreaming about
something for so
long, it’s quite nerve
wracking when you
come to do it, in case
it doesn’t live up to
expectations

HIGH POINT
“The moment our guests
walk into Alpnhaus for
the first time. Seeing
their reaction is always
amazing, and we
sometimes have to pinch
ourselves that we actually
did it.”

CHRISTA’S
ADVICE

“Have more money! When
you’re doing a build of
any kind and your
budget is tight, it’s
stressful when things
don’t go according to
plan.”

issue 01 202120 www.sbhonline.co.uk
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burnt larch that extends throughout the chalet.
“Each piece of larch has been handled several
times. Charring the wood took months but any
piece of wood you touch, you can feel the grain
much more than you can normally. We’ve made
every bit of this building beautiful.” 

It’s not just the larch, Christa and Del have
been collecting for the chalet for nearly 10 years,
and every room, accessory and detail has been
carefully considered. “The chalet has been in
our heads for so long when it came to the
finishing touches it was more a case of
implementing them than planning them. For
example, we knew we didn’t want a statement
kitchen, it had to have the same feeling as the
rest of the house.” The black doors are simple
MDF with leather handles, there’s a slate
splashback, and more wood. “It’s designed to

complement the rest of the house.”
The bathroom required a bit more thought to

achieve a natural look that would survive
moisture and to ensure it looked rustic, but felt
luxurious. It has a huge walk-in shower and bath
but the smaller details that Christa loves include
the antler towel rails and river stone sink. “The
whole chalet oozes luxury, but the kind where
you don’t have to take your shoes off. We don’t
do egos here!”

Guests can also take some of that luxury home
with them as the chalet contains many alpine
lifestyle pieces, clothes, jewellery and hand-
made essential oils that the couple stock in their
shop. “There’s a diffuser that Del makes and
sells and it’s in the chalet for guests to use too.”

Not for sale are many things that Christa grew
up with or sourced on a visit to see her family.

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

CHALET HOLIDAY RENTAL
Singdean
www.singdean.co.uk

ARCHITECT
Ray Cherry Architect
www.raycherry-
architect.co.uk 

BUILDER
John Elliott, Newcastleton
013873 75866 

LARCH FLOORING/INSIDE
WALLS
Abbey Timber
www.abbeytimber.co.uk 

ADDITIONAL LARCH
TIMBER
T G Norman
www.timberandsolidfuel.co.
uk
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“There are old sledges that I had when I was a
child and that we’ve reused as a bedside table,
and there've been a lot of instances when we
were ordering for the shop that an extra piece
was added for the chalet.”

The chalet also ticks all its eco credentials
following in the footsteps of the rest of Singdean
by being completely off grid. “The chalet has
solar panels and is heated by a biomass boiler.
However, the insulation is so good, we’ve hardly
had the heating on.” Water comes from a
private spring and electricity is stored in a large
battery bank with generator backup. The couple
is also about to install a small wind turbine
“which we’re really excited about.”

A STRONG HUG
It appears that Alpnhaus does have everything
one could wish for and more besides, including
a wood fired hot tub is perfect for relaxing under
the stars. The building has also been designed
so that it can be enjoyed whatever the weather.
“What I especially love is the balcony,” says
Christa. “It’s huge and has a massive overhang
which means it’s incredibly sheltered but still has
an amazing view.” This is a building that can
withstand all weathers: “in the Scottish borders,

we sometimes get every season in one day. It
had to be strong and protective, and it’s a big
strong hug of a place.”

After 18 months, the house that Christa and
Del built is certainly strong and solid, and as a
project does the couple great justice. How do
they feel about the whole experience, and what
have they learned? “I’ve done it once, and it’s
incredible and amazing,” says Christa. 

She concludes: “I’m of the opinion that if
someone can do it, then I can do it. During this
project I’ve learned that’s not always the case,
but I’ll always give it a try. Now whatever life
throws at us, we’re like, ‘we can handle that, we
built a chalet!’” �

The price of
insulation went
through the roof
because of a  re in
Germany
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Bespoke oak frame buildings by Welsh Oak Frame
Welsh Oak Frame design and build
bespoke oak frame homes, extensions,
garden rooms and outbuildings.

We offer a full architectural design and
planning application service, taking the
strain of the planning process away from
you. Our architectural designers will work
with you to refine every last detail of your
dream project.

You can also adapt one of our existing
designs from our design portfolio or if you already have plans drawn 
up then we are more than happy to work with them and provide you 
with a quote.

01686 688 000   www.welshoakframe.com

New FlexiWork Neon Jackets and Fleeces
New Neon Jackets and Fleeces from
Snickers Workwear for the flexible working
environment – delivering visibly superior
comfort and freedom of movement. 
While Fabric, Functionality and Fit are
hallmarks of Snickers Workwear, it’s the
innovation and fabric technology in the
design of the new FlexiWork Neon Fleece
Hoodie, Jacket and Gilet that really set
these new garments apart. They’re great for
working outdoors in the colder months.
Delivering superior flexibility and comfort,

these lightweight four-way stretch garments come in a body-mapping
design and are made from an Elastane/Polyester fabric with a water-and
wind-repellent finish for comfort and durability when you need it most.

www.snickersworkwear.co.uk

     

SITE PREPARATION STRUCTURAL COMPONENTS
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Building your own home can be one
of the most rewarding things to do
in your life, as well as one of the

most daunting. There are many things to
consider from building materials to
groundworks, from roofing options to
utilities. Connecting to services such as
water, electricity, gas and sewerage can
cost thousands if the connection points
are not close to the chosen location of
the build, but there are options available
which can allow you to remain ‘off grid.’ 

If there is no mains connection
available, you may be able to install a
system to treat the sewage produced so
that it can be safely disposed of. It is
estimated that approximately 4 per cent
of properties in the UK have off-mains
drainage systems, and these properties
are typically situated in more rural
locations where a connection to a main
sewer is not possible.

You must have Building Regulations
approval if you have or are planning to
install a new septic tank or small sewage
treatment plant. You may also need
planning permission.

There are three options for managing
sewage from your property if you are not
connected to the mains sewerage system
– cesspits, septic tanks and sewage
treatment plants.

CESSPITS
A cesspit is a holding tank for the waste
from your property. Waste goes in and
stays there until the tank is emptied, as
there is no ’outlet.’ The waste that enters
does not undergo any treatment and only
leaves the tank when emptied.
Cesspits are generally seen as the last
resort for a property’s drainage system, if
the size or nature of the land available
does not allow for a septic tank or
sewage treatment plant to be installed.
Cesspits should be at least 7 metres away
from any habitable parts of the building,
and located within 30 metres of an access
point to allow for tank emptying.

SEPTIC TANKS
A septic tank is the most common type of
off-mains drainage tank. Its purpose is to

treat wastewater from your property’s
toilets, sinks, baths and showers,
dishwashers and washing machines 
by a process of biological decomposition
and drainage. The wastewater will 
usually pass through a number of
inspection chambers. 

A septic tank does not have any
mechanical parts and it doesn't perform
any direct 'treatment' of the waste. The
term ‘septic’ means ‘infected with
microorganisms’ – tanks contain bacteria
which break down organic waste,
separating the solids and the liquid. Once
the wastewater reaches the level of the
outlet pipe in the first chamber, it will
overflow into the next chamber and 
so on.  

The solids in the water break down and
separate into three distinct zones or
layers. The top layer is made up of less
dense matter – fats, oils and solids that
have not yet broken down. This layer is
known as the crust. The second layer is
mostly wastewater with solids ‘in
suspension’. The third/bottom layer is
known as sludge, and consists largely of
more dense waste that builds up slowly
over time. This, plus the top layer of crust,
are what should be removed during a

routine septic tank emptying.
A septic tank should only need

emptying when the solids levels have
built up within the tank. The settled liquid
drains away through a soakaway or
drainage field. The drainage field is
designed to treat the waste effluent by
the action of naturally occurring bacteria.
For this process to work successfully the
septic tank must be working efficiently
and the subsoil free-draining.

The treated liquid effluent is commonly
disposed of in a septic drain field or

It is estimated that
approximately 
4 per cent of
properties in 
the UK have off-
mains drainage
systems

Rebecca Taylor from HD Services gives her insights into getting groundwork
specifications right for your build, and explains the options available when no
mains sewerage connection is possible

Off-grid sewerage

System disguised as a bee house

SITE PREPARATION
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‘shallow infiltration system.’ Nonetheless,
groundwater pollution may occur and can
be a problem. 

Discharge regulations relating to
wastewater from septic tanks were
changed on 1 January 2020. Under the
new rules, septic tanks can no longer
discharge to surface water drains, rivers,
canals, ditches, streams or any other type
of waterway. If you have a septic tank that

does, you are required to upgrade or
replace your septic tank to a full sewage
treatment plant. 

Currently, all septic tanks that discharge
into waterways must either be replaced
with a sewage treatment system, or have
the discharge to waterways impeded and
redirected to a drainage field. Like
cesspits, septic tanks must be at least 7
metres away from any habitable parts of

the building and be located within 30
metres of an access point.

SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS
A sewage treatment plant system is the
latest form of off-mains sewage treatment
and drainage. Powered by an electricity
supply, a sewage treatment plant
provides treatment of the waste by
physical, biological and sometimes
chemical processes to remove pollutants.
This means that the wastewater which
leaves the tank is cleaner than that
coming from a septic tank. For this
reason, it is permitted for sewage
treatment plants to discharge into a
flowing ditch or watercourse. 

Sewage treatment systems come in two
different formats; package plant and
bespoke design. A package plant is an
‘off the shelf,’ ready to go unit which can
be purchased ready-made – like an all-in-
one stereo system which has an in-built
radio, CD player, record player etc.

A bespoke design is akin to a
‘separates’ stereo system, where if you
need only to replace the radio, you can.
Bespoke systems can provide you with
exactly what you require and may require
in the future.

Rebecca Taylor is business development
and compliance manager at HD Services

SITE PREPARATION
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When the major renovation of Melinda
and Chris Swann’s Victorian vicarage
near Henley-on-Thames in Oxfordshire

began, the couple were almost 7,000 miles
away in Singapore.

Chris, 62, a director in the oil and gas
industry, was posted overseas to the Far East,
so Melinda, 59, managed the first nine months
of the build from the end of a phone and
laptop, holding virtual meetings with her
architect, Stuart Hall, and builder, Samir
‘Sammy’ Ene, to ensure that progress was
being made.

“We used Facetime, email and Dropbox to
share photos,” Melinda says. “I popped back
every six weeks for the bigger decisions, and
returned to the UK three months before the

project’s completion, when we stayed in London
before moving in.”

Stuart and Sammy agree that this remote way
of working was successful because Melinda, a
volunteer for The National Trust and the Sue
Ryder palliative care charity, was very proactive
and directed all the project management and
interior design herself, although she doesn’t
have formal training.

“Melinda is an excellent client, because she
knows how to make decisions, and sticks to
them,” says Stuart, a co-founder of Colony
Architects, a practice which is based in Reading
and Guildford. “We’ve always been keen on
collaborative working anyway,” he adds. “We
started working individually, then we started
meeting up in a shared office space, but we are

How virtual project management was the answer for long-distance clients to
turn a Victorian vicarage into a modern masterpiece

TEXT JAYNE DOWLE   IMAGES MATTHEW CATTELL

LONG DISTANCE
CHAMPIONS

CASE STUDY

LOW POINT
“When the staircase
company let us down
regarding the timing, and
didn’t communicate with
us effectively. We did
resolve it in the end with
the help of the builders,
but it was frustrating.”
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HIGH POINT
“Moving in on the exact
day the builders
predicted, a year to the
day since they started.
The entire project
finished exactly on time.”

all comfortable working remotely with each
other.”

He conducted site meetings by doing a walk-
around video, which Melinda could watch. If
there was a question which needed an
immediate answer, they could speak on the
telephone. 

For instance, when a major query popped up
about the basement – the plan was to retain a
vaulted ceiling, but the builders discovered that
it was actually made of plasterboard – and it
needed a fairly prompt response, Melinda and
Stuart shared a Skype call. “That time, she
turned the camera around to show me where
she was,” he says. “It was a typical Maldives
scene; azure water, white sands, and she told
me, ‘this is my office today!’”

Builder Sammy, whose company SDA Build
typically works on high-end renovation projects
in south west London, also found Melinda’s
clear focus a great help. “To keep things on
track, the main thing is to be focused before
you start the job, and know exactly what you
want to achieve,” he says. 

His advice to other self-builders and
renovators is not to start tweaking plans too
much once the actual build process is underway.
Also, he stresses that you should 
set aside a sensible contingency fund: “Any
work on a period house will cost more than 
a standard build because of the cost of 
specialist materials and replacements – such 
as chimney pots and bricks – which will need to
match the originals in order to meet
conservation guidelines.”
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CHALLENGES 
At £2m, for the full renovation of the 540 m2

house (incorporating the former school house)
and annex, The Old Vicarage’s budget was
generous. However, there were some practical
issues to overcome.

Sammy says that because most of his projects
are usually in London, his major challenge

was to work out the logistics of remote
working and establish trusting relationships with
local building merchants and suppliers. “I’m
very grateful to D.J. Giles, the salvage and
reclamation company we found in nearby
Stokenchurch,” he says. “They were so helpful
when it came to finding things like chimney pots
and roof tiles, which we would have found really
difficult to source otherwise.”

Although The Old Vicarage is not listed, its
status as an excellent example of mid-Victorian
ecclesiastical architecture brought its own
challenges for Melinda and Chris. “We used our
own moral compass with regards to maintaining
likeness and replacing like for like,” says
Melinda. There were also various tree
preservation orders in the grounds to adhere to,
plus the property stands in the picturesque
hamlet of Highmoor Cross, in an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB); any
alterations were expected to be sympathetic to
the surroundings. 

The house was built between 1857 and 1859

as the vicarage for nearby St Paul’s church, with
distinctive brick and flint elevations under a
slate tile roof. Strong ecclesiastical influences
remain, including gothic arches, leaded and
stained glass windows, and the sign of the cross
decorating some doors and joinery. 

A small village school was added to the
vicarage in the 19th century, then in time, the
school became part of the house. Melinda and
Chris bought the property in 2015 and spent
some months working on their ideas before the
build began.

The strong and good-humoured connection
between client, architect and builder helped the
project to run exactly (literally to the day) to
schedule, taking a full year to complete. 
Melinda had worked with Sammy before, on 

YOUR BEST BIT
OF ADVICE ON
RENOVATING?

“Plan. The devil is in the
detail. Also,
communicate constantly
with your architect and
builders, and follow up
their queries. And don’t
forget to step back and
enjoy the fact that your
dream is being realised.” 

“We are all
comfortable working
remotely with each
other” – Stuart Hall,
Colony Architects
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the renovation of a property in London, but this
was her first project with Stuart: “I originally
looked at two architects but went with the
younger, open-minded ‘can do’ attitude of
Stuart.” She says working with him and SDA 
was “a winning combination.” 

REMODELLING 
Their task involved the complete remodelling of
the existing vicarage, the adjoining school-
house and the guest house outbuilding. The
main house now has a sitting room,

dining room, TV room, kitchen and breakfast
room, wine cellar, boot room, and laundry room.
Sammy says that it required skill, patience and
research to seamlessly match up the ‘school’
part of the property with the principal house, as
there were discrepancies in the level of finish
between the two.

To aid this, he managed to source some
photographs of cottages built by the same
original builder of the vicarage, which helped
him to establish key design details, such as the
shape and style of the chimney pots – a detail
he is especially proud of.

Outside in the 1.7 acres of garden, there is a
heated swimming pool, also freshly renovated
by Sammy and his team; the Swanns generously
allowed the builders to use the pool when they
had finished work for the day. “They also
provided space on the top floor of the house
with a television and PlayStation for the lads,
some of whom stayed in the house for the

project as Melinda and Chris were away,” says
Sammy. “The younger ones loved it in Henley-
on-Thames, and enjoyed going around the
countryside on their motorbikes.”

Contrary to the usual renovation advice of
starting at the top of a house by securing the
roof and working downwards, the builders
started first in the coach house, then moved on
to digging out the basement. “It was more of a
‘bottom-up’ approach,” says Melinda. “But this
was only possible because there was no one
living on the property, besides the builders.”

Melinda was keen to ensure everyone felt at
ease and involved, especially because of the
scale of the work involved. “It was a huge, huge
project,” she says. “The house was so higgledy-
piggledy with twists and turns everywhere and it
was cold and draughty, just like a church hall
really. None of the buildings had been touched
for some time and there was a mish-mash of
copper pipes everywhere and there were twin
staircases – the vicars’ and the maids’.”

STRUCTURAL SOLUTIONS 
There were two major structural challenges:
removing the two individual staircases to be
replaced by one central sweeping spiral
staircase, which shows off stunning leaded glass
windows and allows more light into the entrance
hall, and joining the old school with the
vicarage. The two were originally connected by
means of a “tight little corridor” says Melinda,
which was removed and replaced with boxed

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

ARCHITECT
Stuart Hall at Colony
Architects
07990 515372
07779 25528
colonyarchitects.com

BUILD CONTRACTORS
SDA Build London
0208 191 7595
sdabuildlondon.co.uk 

SALVAGE AND
RECLAMATION
D.J. Giles, Brick & Tiles
01494 482396
djgiles.co.uk 

LIGHTING PLANS
John Cullen Lighting
0207 371 9000
johncullenlighting.com 

TIMBER FRAME GARAGE
Brookwood Barn Company
02380 643667
oakbarns.com 

WINDOWS
The Sash Window
Workshop
01344 868668
sashwindow.com

KITCHEN
McCarron and Company
0207 584 5736
mccarronandco.com 

CABINETRY/WARDROBES
River Woodwork
020 7731 0630
riverwoodwork.com 

RENEWABLE ENERGY
CONSULTANTS
Xpert Energy
0118 930 3600
xpertenergy.co.uk

GARDEN LANDSCAPING
Creative Landscapes
0118 934 1500
creative-landscape.co.uk 

WOODEN FLOORING
Upton Wooden Flooring
01491 628765
uptonwood.com 

TILES
Mandarin Stone
01600 715444
mandarinstone.com

Artisans of Devizes 
01380 735888
artisansofdevizes.com  

Vicalvi 
0203 457 7561
vicalvi.eu 
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Energy E�cient, Timber Window and Door Specialists

01344 868 668     www.sashwindow.com

Providing Tailor Made Solutions For Your Project.
Period Property Experts. Supply Only, Supply

and Install, Draught Proo�ng.
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glass to allow the “garden in” as well as flood
the glazed link with light. 

She explains that the house was sold as having
eight bedrooms, but she wanted every bedroom
to be ensuite. So, some of the bedrooms were
lost, and a couple of rooms repurposed as his
and her separate dressing rooms off the main
bedroom’s ensuite. 

“And the kitchen was moved from the ‘maids’
side of the house, to become more central and
therefore the heart of the home,” adds Melinda.
In addition, the cellar was extended and
waterproofed and now houses a wine cellar for
Chris, a plant room, and the laundry room.

TRADITIONAL WITH A TWIST 
A major consideration for what had been a
draughty old house was good insulation to
improve energy efficiency to super-high
standards – now the insides of all the exterior
walls are lined with 5 cm of ThermoLite (a
synthetic insulation material). The living spaces
and pool are heated by way of air-source heat
pumps, with underfloor heating throughout the
house, all the windows have been replaced with
like-for-like double-glazed units, and wood-
burning stoves have been installed into all the
original fireplaces.

Melinda calls her visual style ‘traditional with a
twist.’ She focused on emphasising classic
features without turning her new home into a
period pastiche and found inspiration by reading
every decorating magazine she could get her
hands on, attending design fairs, and visiting
designers and makers at the Design Centre
Chelsea Harbour in Lots Road, Fulham, west
London for thoughts and ideas. Engaging a
lighting designer from John Cullen Lighting, and

having the confidence to employ bold pattern
has helped to balance out light and shade and
bring character and warmth to the rooms.

As always, her trusty builder and architect
supported her in this vision. “For example, I
wished to use a fabulous ‘Timorous Beasties’
wallpaper in the main bedroom, on a wall facing
the bed,” she explains. “However, with a
window in that wall, the wastage would have
been costly. So instead, I asked the builders to
create two panels of wallpaper on either side of
the window. It looks amazing!”

The delight in Melinda’s voice is clear. She
says that her proudest achievement is that her
home makes her family happy – “and we are
proud of what we’ve done to it.” She is
especially pleased with the entrance hall and its
new staircase, the glassed-in passage link, the
welcoming kitchen and the elegant double
aspect dining room, with its working shutters
and a marble fireplace surround.

Would she consider undertaking another
major renovation project? She laughs and says
she’s already working on the next; her daughter’s
house in Fulham, west London, using the same
architect and build team.

It’s ironic that a project so steeped in history
has been such a catalyst for setting in place such
innovative methods of project management for
all concerned. “We’ve really embraced remote
working now, after our experience with Melinda’s
project,” says architect Stuart Hall, who says the
practice now takes videos of sites and asks
clients to supply videos of their homes and ideas
in return. “It’s helpful for looking back as well. I
can review the videos that we took, rather than
reading emails or whatever, and I can see so
much of the progress.” �
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Magply doubles up on shoreline property
A striking new three bedroom beachfront
home on the East Sussex coast has been
designed to not only respect its location
within an area of Special Scientific Interest,
but also withstand the challenging weather
conditions as well as shifting sands, with
Magply boards specified as part of both the
roof and wall construction. Magply offers a
fire-safe and environmentally friendly
alternative to conventional plywood or OSB
products. Additionally, the unique
production process keeps the chloride

content to just 0.01 per cent, enhancing both stability and long-term
durability. The different thickness of panels are also widely used as a
substrate board for the direct application of proprietary render systems.

01621 776252   www.magply.co.uk

     

Beautiful timber windows and doors
The Sash Window Workshop specialise 
in high quality timber windows and doors
that are not only energy efficient, but also 
in keeping with the architectural style of 
the building. 

We use a timber called Accoya, which
comes with a 50 year anti-rot guarantee,
and pride ourselves on providing a
tailormade solution to meet your
requirements. We offer a supply and install
service across London and Southern

England, with a supply only service nationwide. Around half of our orders
come from previous customers and recommendations, demonstrating our
high-quality product and customer service.

www.sashwindow.com

STRUCTURAL COMPONENTS BUILDING ENVELOPE
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  Energy efficient loft storage with Loft Legs
Loft Legs raise the loft floor above glass
fibre insulation, avoiding compression and
maintaining thermal efficiencies. 

Thermal studies have shown that
compressing insulation can reduce its
performance by over 50 per cent.   

Loft Legs provide a cost effective, 
easy-fit solution, allowing homeowners to
have full height insulation and use their 
loft for storage. 

Manufactured in the UK from recycled materials Loft Legs are ultra-strong,
light weight and cost effective.

01282 861001   www.loftleg.com

Marble-mosaics across Cinque Port self-build
A strikingly modern residential property in 
one of Kent’s most famous coastal towns is
making articulate use of Marmox
Multiboards as part of its cladding solution.
Gerald Glover commented “Given the
elevated coastal position the boards had to
be fully waterproof, while we also needed
them to comply with fire regulations for
exterior cladding use, but the lightness of
Multiboard – enabling you to install large
sections without difficulty – as well as the
ease of cutting and fixing, were all

additional attractions. We are now planning to use up the boards we have
left over for fitting out the four en-suites, wherever there are areas of tiling
or wet room situations. Multiboard is a very versatile product.”

01634 835290   www.marmox.co.uk

   

Wolverton Hall: The only folly is to call it a folly
A folly; an ornamental building with no
practical purpose built in a large garden.
Whilst aspects of this definition can be
applied to describe Wolverton Hall Folly, it
certainly contradicts the ‘practical purpose’
element with the most appealing of
purposes. Wolverton Hall Folly is a retreat
for contemplation and a place to entertain.
The orange hues of the Henley Red brick
from Michelmersh’s Charnwood factory
offered the opportunity to introduce a
handmade texture which was designed to

the specific dimensions of 2”, in keeping with the building’s mix of Tudor
and Georgian design. The brickwork was given wide mortar joints and
complemented with stonework to give the facade a brightness.

www.mbhplc.co.uk/wolverton_hall_folly

©Photographs by Nick Carter
Courtesy of Quinlan Terry Architects

Convenient and paper-free
Enjoy reading Selfbuilder & Homemaker
but find it’s not always convenient to have
the printed magazine? Or has your
workplace turned paper-free? The digital
issue offers you the same content, delivered
straight to your inbox and accessible via
smartphone, tablet and desktop computer.
Be among the first to read all the latest
features, comments, interviews, and more,
before the print issue has even been
delivered! What’s more, the digital issue
includes interactive links to featured

companies. Selfbuilder & Homemaker also offers monthly updates with
the Editor’s Choice newsletter, sharing content curated by the editorial
team and newsletter, offering news on products, services and events.

subscribepage.com/sbh

BUILDING ENVELOPE

issue 01 202140 www.sbhonline.co.uk

SBH01 23-42_Layout 1  18/01/2021  14:30  Page 40

www.colefordbrick.co.uk


Despite being used for thousands 
of years with evidence of 
their use in the UK dating back 

to the time of the Roman Empire, 
clay bricks remain a fundamental
ingredient in the construction of modern
residential buildings.

With thousands of different styles of
bricks available in the UK, the colour,
texture and general appearance of brick
is the main starting point for narrowing
down the specification. Brick is a durable
and robust material which is suitable for
use anywhere in the UK. 

However, for the parts of the UK that
are classified as severely exposed to
freeze-thaw cycles, it is important to
check that the ‘Durability’ category of a
brick is F2, and its ‘Soluble Salts’ category
is S2. The F2 and S2 categories can be
found on the Declaration of Performance,
which are available from the
manufacturer. These are produced for all
bricks available on the UK market as part
of the CE marking process. 

In addition to the brick specification, it
is important to confirm that the mortar
specification is appropriate to the

exposure conditions. This is done by
specifying the proportions of binder
(cement and lime) to the amount of sand
in the mortar. 

How the mortar joint is finished will
mostly affect the appearance, but it
should be noted that recessed mortar
joints are only suitable for sheltered
locations. This is because a recessed joint
can allow water to sit on the exposed part
of the brick, which can impact durability
and increase water penetration. 

DESIGN 
The design of brickwork can influence the
durability and performance of the finished
building, but also it can affect how the
brickwork will weather. 

Firstly, the setting out of the brickwork
should be to co-ordination dimensions,
which are a multiple of the brick size, 
plus the mortar joints. This will help 
make sure that mortar joints are kept to
acceptable widths and minimise the 
need for cutting bricks. 

One of the joys of brickwork is that the
bricks can be arranged in an almost
infinite number of ways. Fashions in

brickwork are constantly changing, as
architects and builders experiment with
new ways of using the material, from
minimal Scandinavian design to the more
recent trend for decorative brickwork. Our
website contains a number of projects

Sean Wilkins of the Brick Development Association gives specification, design
and workmanship tips that will ensure that your brickwork is successful

Getting brickwork right
BUILDING ENVELOPE
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that could give you inspiration on the
design of your self-build brickwork
project. There are also a number of short
design guides that introduce details, such
as ‘hit and miss’ and textured brickwork.

The detailed design for brickwork is a
large subject – too much to cover in the
space we have here. Historically, the
detailed design would have varied due 

to the local geography and building style.
As a general rule, more exposed
locations would have overhanging
copings, sills and roof eaves to minimise
the saturation of brickwork, due to wind-
driven rain. In severely exposed
conditions it is a requirement to use
overhanging details to ensure durability
and prevent water penetration. 

WORKMANSHIP 
The success of brickwork is very
dependent on the quality of workmanship
provided by the bricklayer. Once
brickwork is built there is very little
appetite to take it down, so it is essential
that it is built correctly the first time. 

Due to the nature of brickwork being 
a site-based trade, it can be challenging
to manage expectations around the
appearance of the finished work. For
larger projects, the single most important
step is to build a sample panel of
brickwork so that all parties can agree to
the quality of finish. The sample panel
should be at least 1 m2 (60 bricks) and
preferably in a location where it can be
kept for the duration of the project. If a
sample panel is not possible then an area
of brickwork should be agreed as the
quality benchmark. 

Brick is a natural material, which 
can mean there is a small variation from

one pallet to the next. To minimise the
possibility of patchy brickwork therefore,
bricks should be blended from a
minimum of three packs. For more 
detail on this and a number of other
workmanship tips, please see the 
BDA document ‘Good site practice 
and workmanship.’

Sean Wilkins is technical manager at the
Brick Development Association

The design of
brickwork can
in�uence the
durability and
performance of
the �nished
building, can
also affect how it
will weather
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01787 269232
bbt@bulmerbrickandtile.co.uk
www.bulmerbrickandtile.co.uk

THE BULMER
BRICK & TILE
COMPANY
LTD

The Brickfields
Bulmer
Sudbury
Suffolk 
CO10 7EF

Bulmer bricks are made from the &nest London Clays, dug from
our seams almost continually since Tudor times. All Bulmer bricks
are hand made, using traditional methods of making, drying and
are &red in a down draught kiln. This helps to give the distinctive
&nish that blends so well with the originals. The process takes
time – something to consider at the project planning stage. We
work on large projects for the National Trust, English Heritage and
Historic Royal Palaces, but are just as proud of some of the small
private work undertaken by individuals.

THE BULMER BRICK & TILE COMPANY LTD
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Natural light has been worshipped
since time immemorial, even pre
the agricultural revolution which

occurred approximately 12,000 years ago.
Every culture has at one time or other
worshipped the life-giving ball of fire in
the sky, and while it would be a bit
grandiose to say that this is the ultimate
beginning of the story of rooflights, it also
wouldn’t be totally wrong. 

Natural light has been critical to
architecture since we first started making
our own dwellings in the prehistoric era.
Ultimately, from a practical standpoint we
have always needed to be able to see
what we’re doing. But we first see
evidence of natural light going beyond
the perfunctory and becoming a focal
point of architectural design, a
celebration, or a tool for the dramatic, as
long ago as 4,000 BC in Egypt and China.
And the primary drivers of this change
were religion and royalty. 

It’s not until the period between 1 BCE
and 1 AD that we see what could really
be called the direct ancestor of the
modern rooflight – the atrium. The
Romans’ advanced engineering and
architectural skills allowed them to 
build houses and public buildings with
atriums – literally a hole in the roof to 
let the light in and the heat out – as a
matter of course for all statesmen and
wealthy homeowners.

Over the next 1800 years or so,
something akin to modern-day rooflights
developed from atriums with the simple
addition of artisan glass, but they
remained rare and exclusive. It wasn’t
until the Victorians came along, the great
architectural and engineering innovators
that they were, that glass became clear,
consistent, easily mass-produced, 
and cheap.

They marked this wonderful
achievement of harnessing natural light at
the Great Exhibition of 1851, with the
construction of the iconic iron and glass

Crystal Palace in Hyde Park, London. It
was the grandmother of all rooflights, 
a completely glazed roof, and it’s 
no surprise then that the mass-
produced Victorian rooflight followed
shortly thereafter.

The first cast-iron rooflights came in two
styles; ‘deadlight’ or opening. They were
top hung, flush to the roof, single glazed
and utterly beautiful. They were also
prone to rusting, and about as thermally
inefficient as it is possible to get (atriums
just edging into first place on this front).

The next step in the rooflight’s

evolution may be more familiar to you.
With the invention of plastic polymers,
and multi-glazed window systems, the
thermal efficiency of windows improved,
but we lost some of the aesthetic appeal
of windows and rooflights, and they often
clashed with older properties.

Period properties simply would not suit
having all-new ‘plastic-fantastic’ windows
and rooflights, indeed, conservation
officers simply would not allow it. This
meant that owners of listed properties
and properties in conservation areas were
stuck with the beautiful but thermally

You might think rooflights are a modern invention, but as Peter Daniel of The
Rooflight Company explains, they have a long history which ties into
humanity’s perennial desire to bring light into buildings

Rooflights – 
historic solutions

BUILDING ENVELOPE
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inefficient cast-iron, single-glazed
Victorian rooflights.

That’s where the next major innovation
in the rooflights occurred, where modern
spec met the superior aesthetic quality of
the days of yore. Products like the
Conservation Rooflight, a steel replica of
the original cast-iron Victorian rooflight
that is double-glazed but still
authentically top-opening have that
1850s look, but are fitted with specially
developed thermal shielding to perform

like a modern window.
Since then, rooflight-related

developments, in terms of both
technology and aesthetics, have boomed.
We now have modern, flat and energy-
efficient rooflights, the likes of which
would have boggled the minds of
Victorian architects, and yet still retain
that high quality look and feel they 
would expect.

The bottom line is, it doesn’t matter
how aesthetically demanding your design

is, whether it be listed or in a
conservation area, or recently built and
high-spec, we are living in the golden age
of rooflights and there is something
perfect out there for your project. The
really key thing to consider is you will
probably look out of that rooflight for
decades to come, so it’s worth getting 
it right. 

Peter Daniel is product innovation
director at The Rooflight Company
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Convenient and paper-free
Enjoy reading Selfbuilder & Homemaker
but find it’s not always convenient to have
the printed magazine? Or has your
workplace turned paper-free? The digital
issue offers you the same content, delivered
straight to your inbox and accessible via
smartphone, tablet and desktop computer.
Be among the first to read all the latest
features, comments, interviews, and more,
before the print issue has even been
delivered! What’s more, the digital issue
includes interactive links to featured

companies. Selfbuilder & Homemaker also offers monthly updates with
the Editor’s Choice newsletter, sharing content curated by the editorial
team and newsletter, offering news on products, services and events.

subscribepage.com/sbh

National Ventilation adds to its popular range
National Ventilation has expanded its
range of whole house ventilation systems
with the addition of a new energy efficient
Mechanical Extract Ventilation (MEV) unit.
Designed for new build residential projects
the Monsoon EnergysaverTM MON-MEV DC
Multi Room Unit is ideal for small
developers or self-builders and offers
extract from multiple rooms, flexible
installation, ultra-quiet performance and
comes with a five-year warranty giving
peace of mind. Boasting a low carbon

footprint, the MON-MEV DC Multi Room unit is part of National
Ventilation’s EnergysaverTM range, has market-leading efficiency and is
recognised on SAP PCDB, helping developers with DER requirements.

01823 690 290   www.nationalventilation.co.uk
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If you’re dreaming of spending
summer in your garden, then now’s
the time to start researching your

ideal sliding patio door - a stylish 
and practical way to provide easy
access to your garden, patio or balcony,
and to bring more light and air into
your home.

Modern window technology has
significantly improved the design,
performance and security of patio
doors, but as they become more
sophisticated then specification can 
be more complex, and expert advice
more important. 

For example, not every wall can
accommodate every type of sliding
door, especially if you want to create an
extra wide opening, so start with a
structural assessment before you start
planning. Also think about orientation.
In a south facing facade a sliding door
may cause too much solar gain –
unwanted heat from the sun – but this
can be controlled by specifying
excellent insulation and specialist glass.
Security is also vital, so look for doors
which are Part Q approved. This means
they already satisfy Building
Regulations for safety and security, with
features such as multi-point locking,
strengthened glass and internal glass
seals (glazing beads).  

VELFAC COMPOSITE SLIDING DOORS – STYLE
AND PERFORMANCE COMBINED 
•  Stylish and contemporary, VELFAC

slim framed, composite sliding doors
maximise natural light while
delivering excellent thermal
performance, and meet rigorous Part
Q standards for optimum security.
Every door also comes with a 12 year
warranty guaranteeing trouble-free
operation for years to come.

•  Every VELFAC sliding door is custom
made, with either 70mm or 25mm
threshold (for virtually level access).
Easy to operate, sliding doors take
up minimal room when open, making
them ideal for any location especially
where space is at a premium.

•  VELFAC sliding doors can create
openings up to 1.2m wide, with 
bi-parting sliding doors (where two
central panes slide apart) opening up
to 2.5 m wide.

•  VELFAC composite frames combine
virtually maintenance free external
aluminium with internal pine for a
warm and welcoming interior. And 
be creative! Specify different frame
finishes at no extra cost. 

CASE STUDY: GAMEKEEPER’S LODGE,
WARWICKSHIRE
This impressive new build home,
created by interior designer Sarah
Farrington, features the VELFAC
composite system throughout,
specified for its low U-values, slim
frames and contemporary style. ‘I
wanted a really well-insulated home
which also made the most of views over
a lake at the front and woodland at the
back,’ explains Sarah. ‘I also wanted
windows on both east and west
elevations of the large open plan living
space, but as we are on top of a hill air
tightness was also important.’ Triple
glazed VELFAC units were the ideal
solution: ‘The timber internal frame acts
as a thermal break, preventing warm air
leaving the house, and the triple
glazing keeps the inner glass at a
comfortable temperature,’ she says:
‘The aluminium external frames are 
also durable and low maintenance,’ 
she adds. 

Almost every room at Gatekeeper’s
Lodge features floor to ceiling windows
and doors with two impressive full
height windows, each 4m long,
installed one above the other around
an internal lightwell. ‘Large windows

mean the house is always filled with
light,’ notes Sarah, ‘despite being built
into the hillside.’ But with so much
glazing installed, making the right
choice of windows was vital she says:
‘The VELFAC system is exactly my style
- contemporary, refined and elegant’.
Security was also important, she adds: 
‘I only have two doors with keys as
everything else locks simply from 
the inside.’

Sarah’s architect, Hayward Smart,
recommended VELFAC: ‘I actually
bought my windows six months before
we started as it was such an obvious
decision,’ she says: ‘I ordered the
windows directly from our architect’s
drawings, thanks to our main contractor
Sibbasbridge, which meant the
windows were delivered to site ready to
fit which helped us achieve our
impressive build time of only 14
months. I also used a VELFAC
Approved Joiner who was price
competitive and efficient. We’ve had
very few snags but VELFAC has worked
hard to resolve any issues, and this level
of customer service would make me
recommend VELFAC again and again.’ 

FIND OUT MORE 
Ask our expert team to help you find
the ideal VELFAC sliding door - call 
or visit our website for information 
and inspiration.

01536 313 552   
www.velfac.co.uk

Planning ahead for summer -
with the ideal patio door
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Set in a secluded Hampshire valley, a very contemporary home blends into its
rural setting thanks to a design by two architectural practices that echoes
traditional local buildings. James Parker reports

TEXT JAMES PARKER   IMAGES RICHARD CHIVERS

CONTEMPORARY
BLEND

CASE STUDY
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Astrikingly modern house has arrived in the South Downs
National Park, its brick walls helping offset the design’s
contemporary, rectangular lines and blend into this very

rural, isolated setting. In a picturesque part of the world that sees
few planning permissions granted, the fact that this home got the
go-ahead (despite admittedly on appeal), is a coup for both the
client and architects involved.

Woodcote House is located just north of the village of Upham,
near Winchester, and replaces a small cottage, plus a handful of
other brick buildings, that had fallen into disrepair. In 2017, work
started on the new, four-bedroomed house, which would have a
modern open-plan layout to suit the couple who now live there.
They run an agricultural equipment business, which came in handy
demolishing the existing buildings and clearing the site. 

The project kicked off when the clients approached Richard 
Rose-Casemore, director of Winchester-based architects Design

            
           

     

     I   
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Engine, when he gave a talk locally, and asked if
he would be interested in taking on the project.
However, with the firm normally specialising in
larger projects, they offered it to architect Paul
Cashin to deliver after they had taken it through
planning; he formerly worked for Design Engine
but had formed his own practice in 2012. 

This being a very early project for him, Cashin
had little in the way of relevant schemes to show
the clients in order to convince them of his
credentials. However, a two-way relationship of
trust developed between architect and client
during the early meetings which pervaded the
whole project, including the dealings with the
building contractor (Wickham-based Baker
Newman, recommended by Paul) further down
the line.

The 250 m2 footprint of the new house would
be the same as the combined area of the
cottage, garage and barn it replaces. With the
owners putting their faith in Paul, he pushed for
a low-profile, flat-roofed contemporary building
– and importantly, one which made the most of
the great views. 

Choosing a local builder proved to be a
bonus, with Baker Newman delivering the goods
in terms of the attention to detail needed for a
high quality finish. Paul is full of praise for their
work, also the fact that they were “really flexible
about the costs, and the programme.” Having
originally only planned to take on the building’s
frame and exterior, after being introduced to the
owners Baker Newman ended up doing the

whole project, “and did a great job.”
Having designed an unconventional modern

structure however, getting through planning
would be an unenviable task. It was refused at
the first time of asking, to no-one’s surprise:
“You just don’t get to do that in the South
Downs,” says Paul. It went to appeal and got
through with the help of a planning consultant,
who made two key arguments, firstly that it was
a replacement dwelling – helping to deal with
the problem that it was much bigger than 
the cottage.

A further argument that helped swing the
balance was that the rule around a new building
not being any bigger than what it replaced 
was based around creating affordable housing 
in the area, but “no-one was going to be able to
claim this was affordable housing stock,” says
Cashin. He says the consultant made the case
that this effectively rendered the policy void in
this situation. The architect has advice for others
facing a similar challenge: “You don’t argue
against the policy, you argue with the reasons
behind it.”

BEDDING DOWN 
Inspired by contemporary European residential
architecture, the architects created a striking,
minimalist form that bedded down into the
hillside site, with trees sitting behind it. The
house’s long single-storey section replaces 
the barn and double garage, and attached,
sitting at the top of the site where the cottage

issue 01 202150 www.sbhonline.co.uk
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was, is a two-storey building containing 
the bedrooms.

From a distance, the silhouette would be
similar to what people had previously seen on
the site. However, the house departs from
tradition in many respects, intended to provide a
“sculptural” overall look with the building being
viewable from all sides due to the isolated
location. It’s not completely monolithic; the
square two-storey section cantilevers to the
north side, and openings are “carved” out, says
the architect, such as the oriel window that sits
at the top of the stairwell, framed – as are all the
windows – by slim, dark aluminium. The
attention to detail within the design is evident in
how the brick walls are framed with matching,
specially fabricated aluminium copings.   

The low-rise section is glazed to both sides,
looking out to the gardens and short flights of
steps to north and south. It encloses the open
kitchen/dining/living space, with central bi-folds
blending the interior with the exterior. These
open onto a sheltered patio and outdoor dining
area to the south, adjacent to the entrance, and
a lawn to the north. 

MATERIALS & SUSTAINABILITY 
In creating a decidedly modern family home, the
architects were still “conscious of trying to bring
the old house into the new.” Brick was therefore

the obvious choice for the main material,
echoing the former cottage and local Hampshire
buildings. A Michelmersh rustic facing brick
(Freshfield Lane First Quality Multi) was chosen
to create virtually all the building’s cladding, bar
a couple of aluminium panels.

However, in order to achieve a more textured
visual result, the designers specified the joints to
be raked out by 10 mm, providing “much more
depth and variety,” says Cashin. The project’s
structural engineer specified a steel truss frame
to provide the cantilever, as well as large spans
of up to 11 metres. The cavities are extra-wide
at 250 mm, hiding all the guttering within to not
interrupt the exterior aesthetic, as well as
housing large amounts of insulation. 

“Interior designers
like curtains, they
keep reverberant
sound down, and
stop heat escaping
and wind coming in”

issue 01 202152 www.sbhonline.co.uk
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Although no longer mandatory, the building
has been designed to Code 4 of the Code for
Sustainable Homes. The 8 metre stairwell
provides night-time ‘purge’ ventilation via an
openable roof light and a tilt/turn window on the
north wall of the ground floor, providing a
chimney effect. Water for the property is
supplied from a combination of a borehole and
an aquifer.

INTERNAL LAYOUT
With great views of the open countryside to the
north and west, the design provided large
amounts of glazing, particularly for the ground
floor living areas. A corridor runs along the
southern side of the ground floor, open to the
living spaces and forming a ‘spine’ leading from
the front door to the stairs. An uncovered car
port to the west of the ground floor gives the
potential to convert into a further reception
room in future.

The house’s layout overall is somewhat open-
plan, but also provides “a series of distinct
zones,” says architect Paul Cashin. Ascending
the stairs, the rooms “increase in intimacy and
privacy,” culminating in the first-floor master
suite. The split level of the ground floor, due to
the gradient, helps to signal more of a ‘private’
area; up just a few steps of the staircase are the
two ground floor ensuite bedrooms (one is
currently being used as a home office). There 
are two further bedrooms with ensuites on the
first floor.

The free-flowing ground floor space is framed
by a kitchen at one end and a fireplace at the
other. Cashin says the design serves the major
requirements of modern homeowners: “To do
all of your cooking and eating and leisure in one
area and move between spaces easily, that’s
what people want.”

The fireplace and bathrooms feature bespoke
joinery, and despite the fact that the property is
not overlooked, the owners wanted curtains,
partly to minimise heat loss. Cashin says they
also help to protect the property: “they can shut
the whole house down when they are away
travelling, which they do a lot.” He is a firm

advocate of bespoke curtains over blinds, being
“much more luxurious,” and believes they are
seeing a comeback as a preferred option for
contemporary properties.

The glazing to the bathrooms is one of the
most daring parts of the design, being
completely unobscured, and floor to ceiling in
the case of the master ensuite. However, as Paul
Cashin says, “there’s no one to look in!” The
addition of some ‘brise soleil’ external shading
does protect the modesty of users of the
freestanding bath from the road to the north
west, otherwise there’s an uninterrupted view of
the landscape.

One of the most visible examples of the
interior’s precise detailing is the timber-treaded
staircase, which has a recessed handrail plus a
shadow gap. This provides an elegantly
understated visual result, and an unimpeded
view up the stairs, plus the practical benefit of
avoiding snagging clothes! The stairs are
embedded with soft LEDs to gently illuminate
the stairwell. “It took a lot of time to get right,
and a lot of conversations with the builder.”
There are also shadow gaps around the home’s
full height doors, rather than architraves, adding
to the clean lines of the spaces.

The interior is painted a “yellowish white,” to
the homeowners’ preference, a choice which
Paul Cashin admits “slightly worried” the
designers. However, they reportedly “really like”
the colour now; Cashin says it helps in softening
the minimalist feel that the design has produced,
such as the level ceilings throughout. The owners
have provided their own varied range of
furniture, acquired from their global travels.

In terms of landscaping, it is still a work in
progress, however the owners have planted
what’s “almost an orchard,” says the architect,
admitting it “will take a few seasons to bed in.”
The external areas around the previous buildings
were very overgrown, and the topsoil was not
great, so the lawned areas have been returfed
and resown. 

TRUST IN THE TEAM
Trust characterised the relationships on this

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

ARCHITECTS
Design Engine/Paul Cashin
Architects

CONTRACTOR
Baker Newman Building

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER
Andy McIndoe

LIGHTING DESIGNER
Intelligent Lighting
Solutions
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project, and was key to its success, says Paul
Cashin. The owners are “trusting people,” he
says, “and that’s really to their benefit.” He
asserts: “If you had a client that was in any way
controlling, I don’t think it’d be anywhere near
as good. 

“There’s a reason why projects are successful,
it’s because they have good clients.” The
collaboration fostered on this project meant that
a candid, open dialogue was achieved, including
with the builder, who provided an ‘open-book’
approach on costs. 

Due to the healthy relationship, an informal
‘labour plus materials’ approach to the contract
was possible with the builders. Cashin says 
that in this situation, “It’s more about people
liking each other and working with each other
than it is about getting contractors in place.” 
An example is when the owners had to go 
away for “four or five months, and just told 
the builders to stop. They said fine, we’ll go 
and work on something else, they boarded 
up the site – you wouldn’t get that with a 
formal contractor.”

As an architect, he says that sometimes the
key to a self-build project is “about getting the
right kind of contractor to meet the right kind of

client. We’re almost trying to matchmake them.”
He says the best approach for such schemes
from his firm’s perspective is to “find
characteristics and personalities that work
together, and design the building around that.” 

Cashin is critical of TV shows like Grand
Designs for in his view wrongly over-dramatising
the process of self-building. “Why as an industry
would we portray it in such a way? If you get
people who know what they are doing it
shouldn’t be anywhere near as bad as that.”

The architect believes that self-builders have
been “misled” into thinking that they need to
feel empowered to take on the running of all
aspects of projects themselves, while a more
fruitful approach is to work collaboratively with
designers and builders. He says “we’ve had
projects where they were going to do it all
themselves, and didn’t believe anything 
we said.” 

Woodcote House was clearly the opposite of
that approach. Says Cashin, “this client listened
to everything from every consultant, took
opinions, made decisions, stuck with it and let 
us get on with it.” He asserts: They’ve ended 
up with a successful project because they
trusted us.” �

“To do all of your
cooking and eating
and leisure in one
area and move
between spaces
easily, that’s what
people want”
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Low Carbon Home Systems Renewable 
Energy showroom is now open

The only renewable energy showroom in Shropshire with a full 
range of renewable energy and eco friendly products.

Call in for an informal chat and browse our products including 
working examples of heat pumps, underfloor heating and  

solar, or book your free one on one consultation where  
we can advise on all aspects of your project from  

below the ground to above the roof.

The Rennet Works, 11 Market Street, Ellesmere, Shropshire, SY12 0AN
01691 624336 | mail@princeslhs.ltd

Heat Pumps | Solar | Battery Storage | UFH 
Electric Car Chargers | LED Lighting | MVHR

Design   |   Quote   |   Install

Electrical 
Installation

Plumbing & 
Heating

Renewable 
Energy

HEATING, VENTILATION & SERVICES
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Renewable energy means energy
produced from sources that are
constantly replenished. Generating

heat or electricity from renewable sources
reduces reliance on fossil fuels, plus
installing renewable heating in your new
home, rather than relying on the grid, will
reduce your carbon footprint and ensure
you are more protected from any future
price rises. 

Pellet stoves provide one of the most
practical and economical ways to heat
single or multiple rooms in a home. In
fact, in providing the same heating
power, pellet and wood are decidedly
more economical compared to traditional
fuels such as oil or gas. 

As the search for green energy sources

intensifies, pellet stoves have seen an
upturn in popularity, becoming a viable,
economical, and popular option for home
heating systems in the last decade.

WHY USE BIOMASS HEATING SOURCES?
Pellet stoves burn wood pellets, which are
classed as CO2-neutral. These biomass
fuels are a renewable energy source, and
although they release carbon dioxide
when burned, it is considerably less than
fossil fuels. A stove is designed to heat a
single room – but may be fitted with a
boiler to provide water heating as well.

Pellets are made of sawdust, a product
of the wood processing industry. If the
forests from which the wood comes are
managed sustainably, the carbon balance

of pellet combustion is zero. This is
because the amount of carbon emitted
during combustion is the same as the
amount of carbon absorbed by the tree
during its growth.

However a pellet stove also provides an
attractive addition to any room, not to
mention providing a level of convenience
thanks to its automatic ignition and
wireless controls. 

WHAT IS AUTOMATIC IGNITION? 
An automatic ignition pellet stove uses
electricity to light itself, and either
requires no interference or assistance
from a user, or requires that you simply
push a button. You can adjust the
temperature with a mobile app or a 

Rises in gas and electricity prices mean that specifying more energy efficient
and renewable heating options such as biomass is even more important, as
Ian Sams from Specflue explains

The warm glow of
lower bills

HEATING, VENTILATION & SERVICES
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room thermostat. Some models can even
be programmed and operated daily or
monthly via a mobile app.

The stove automatically feeds pellets 
as necessary to maintain a comfortable
temperature in your home. As a safety
feature, the convection and combustion
blowers will continue to operate until 
they no longer sense heat in the firebox,
thus protecting your home from any
unwanted re-ignitions.

PELLET STOVES AND OPEN PLAN LIVING 
Many new homes are now designed with
an open plan layout. Open-plan living

means occupants can share the same
zone, encouraging conversation and
stronger family relationships, however
they can be difficult spaces to heat. 
This isn’t the case with a pellet stove.

Pellet stoves can be installed with 
a liner in a conventional chimney or 
more commonly with a metal twin wall
system. The installation should comply
with building regulations specifically
document J.

HIGH EFFICIENCY 
The efficiency of a pellet stove can be as
high as 90 per cent, meaning that as little
as 10 per cent of the energy generated
by the pellets is lost via ventilation. This
figure means more when compared with
other forms of heating which also rely on
fire. Traditional inset open fires for
example work at an efficiency rate of 
35-40 per cent, which means that
approximately 60 per cent of the heat
energy you've paid for goes up in smoke.
Older stoves can reach 60-70 per cent
efficiency, and DEFRA/Ecoready stoves –
which have been designed with efficiency
at their heart – can reach 80 per cent
efficiency. But nothing can currently rival
the heating efficiency of a pellet stove. 

When researching pellet stoves, you
should look for one which complies with
Ecodesign, the European-wide initiative

designed to improve efficiency and
reduce emissions from solid fuel stoves.
Ecodesign 2022 is the stove industry’s
response to the DEFRA Clean Air
Strategy which aims to improve air quality
and reduce emissions/pollution.

Self-building gives you the opportunity
to design a bespoke property to suit your
exact needs. Managing your heating with
a pellet stove will not only provide an
aesthetically pleasing addition to your
property, but will also help to futureproof
your heating.

Ian Sams is commercial director at
Specflue

The ef�ciency of
a pellet stove can
be as high as 90
per cent, meaning
as little as 10 per
cent of the energy
generated is lost 

HEATING, VENTILATION & SERVICES
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Experience the exceptional with the Reflex 105 Multi-Sided gas
Granting 180° views, Gazco’s Reflex 105 Multi-Sided gas fires provide stunning visuals that can be
experienced from almost any angle. Inside, dual independent burners allow you complete control
over your fire, whether you want tall flowing flames, or a warming gentle glow. Beneath the logs, the
ember bed is brought to life with Gazco’s EmberLight LED up-lighting, offering year-round ambience
that can be enjoyed with or without the flames.

With an innovative optional kit, this designer gas fire can also be configured from a Reflex 
105-3 three-sided version with panoramic views to a Reflex 105-2 two-sided corner installation 
if desired, with each format featuring non-reflective glass for uninterrupted atmosphere and 
complete visual clarity.

All fires in the Reflex range are controlled via Gazco’s Harmony10 Control System, allowing you to
ignite or extinguish your fire from the comfort of your sofa. Reflex 105 Multi-Sided fires can also be
upgraded with Wi-Fi connectivity to allow you to control your fire using your smartphone or tablet –
the ultimate in convenient heating.

www.stovax.com

New kitchen and bathroom radiators
Stelrad Radiators has launched a 
new radiator series of specialist decorative 
and designer bathroom and kitchen
radiators under its ‘Boutique’ branding,
offering a comprehensive, premium 
range of living space, kitchen and 
bathroom products. 

The new series has its own stylish section 
of the new Stelrad website. This series 
offers the marketplace the widest range 
of styles and by far the largest selection 

of sizes on offer from any manufacturer in the UK. 

To find out more, head for the new Stelrad website.

0844 543 6200   www.stelrad.com

A modern wood stove experience
Island Pellet Stoves offer a range of British
manufactured innovative and efficient wood
pellet stoves and boilers. Our stoves offer a
modern wood stove experience with quiet
operation, beautiful wood flames and very
low emissions.

We are first to offer balanced flue systems
for wood stoves which allows our stoves to
terminate the flue at low level or even
horizontally. This opens up many more
options in where the stove can be

positioned in your home. Our fully sealed stove also suits new build air
tightness standards and is fully automatic and able to efficiently control to
low output levels.

www.islandpelletstoves.co.uk
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telephone 0330 111 4747 | email info@islandpelletstoves.co.uk

www.islandpelletstoves.co.uk

Enjoy a beautiful wood
!ame with the
convenience of pellets
•Balanced !ue design allows our stoves
to be installed where conventional !ues
are not suitable

•Boiler stove options for heat and hot
water

•Robustly built thick steel, fully welded
•Designed for air tight homes, fully room
sealed

•No convection fan, quiet by design
•Fully automatic and modulating for
everyday heating

•Full service for design, installation and
after sales
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Passers-by thought Erica and Michael
Hammill’s house had been destroyed in a
gas explosion – such was the extent of its

renovation. “We took it back to a shell – if not
beyond,” says Erica. “People were walking past
wondering what on earth had happened. They
didn’t realise it was deliberate!”

The Hammills are used to causing a bit of a
stir. Over the years they have renovated and
remodelled a number of properties in their
home city of York, some more radically than
others, but none of them quite as dramatic as
the one they are living in now.

When they first spotted the house for sale in
2015 it was, according to the couple, a
“hideous” mid-century property with mock-
Tudor detailing on the front gable and an
uninspiring conservatory across the back. There
was nothing they liked about it – apart from its
position. “It’s close to where my Dad lives and
also within easy distance of the Knavesmire in
York, where I walk our dog,” says Erica. “The
location felt right.” So they put in an offer of
£470,000, which was accepted, and then rented
it out for a year while they decided what they
were going to do with it.

“Our first thought was to demolish it and start
again,” says Michael. “We got an architect on
board and he came up with an amazing design
which we both liked, and which met with verbal
approval from York City Council. However, we
soon realised that the cost would probably spiral
out of control and would be way beyond our
budget, so we agreed to pull back and use the
permitted development route instead to
increase the size of the house.” Michael and
Erica spent months developing their ideas,
Michael focusing on the floor plan, the building
regs and structure, while Erica homed in on
functionality and aesthetics. “We both have very
strong views so there were a lot of lively
discussions over the layout of rooms and how
everything would work on a practical level,
without compromising the overall design of the
house,” says Erica.

What they eventually achieved was a
completely new house based on the maximum
extension allowed under permitted
development of the original footprint. By eking
out every square foot, streamlining external

walls, extending where possible, opening up
internal spaces and converting the attic, they
managed to increase the house to almost
double its original size of 1,800 square feet to its
final size of 3,500 feet. “There were one or two
adjustments and compromises along the way,
but if you really put your mind to it and do your
research, you can gain a lot of extra space under
permitted development,” says Michael.

The Government’s online Planning Portal
offers a rough guide to permitted development
rights which states that only half the area of land
around the original house can be covered by
extensions or other buildings. Extensions cannot
be higher than the highest part of the existing
roof; or higher at the eaves than the existing
eaves. An extension cannot be built forward of
the ‘principal elevation’ i.e. where it fronts a
highway. Side extensions cannot exceed four
metres in height and can only be single storey,
measuring only up to half the width of the
original house. Extensions of more than one
storey must not extend beyond the rear wall of
the original house by more than eight metres
under certain circumstances. “Michael worked
out that by using permitted development alone
we could still create something which was

The Hammills caused quite a stir when they remodelled a tired old Thirties
house in York into a very modern home that became the talk of the town

TEXT & IMAGES HEATHER DIXON

LAYER CAKE
CASE STUDY

EXTERIORS TO REAR
The layer cake effect of the
tiered house is particularly
evident at the back – the moon
door opening in the wall
created using a circular timber
former, built outwards with
rounded blockwork

LOW POINT
Everything coming to a
stop when we discovered
the Roman remains
under the site
of the garage. It took a
while to get the build
back on track.
– Michael

issue 01 202160 www.sbhonline.co.uk

SBH01 43-62_Layout 1  18/01/2021  13:08  Page 60



“I try to keep
focused on the
bigger picture
while dealing
with the
minutiae”
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HIGH POINT
Moving in and living in it.
It’s everything we set out
to achieve
– Erica

visually great, and fulfilled all the functions,”
says Erica. “As a chartered surveyor Michael was
in a position to do his own drawings for the
builders and we could keep control of how it
evolved. I was surprised that we could achieve
something of this scale, but much of it was down
to Michael’s clever reworking of the house. I
knew that whatever he came up with it would 
be stunning. I just looked at his plans and
tweaked them.”

Erica particularly wanted a large, open plan
kitchen and plenty of glass looking into the
garden of their corner plot. Light and space
were crucial elements of the remodelling. “I
would have really liked to have a system
whereby the entire corner of the house opened
up onto the garden, but it was structurally
impossible so we settled for a full wall of glass
doors,” she says. Top of Michael’s wish-list was 
a “grand entrance”. He explains: “I like a house
to have an impact as you walk through the
door,” he says. In this case, a two-storey atrium
opens into a spacious, art-filled sitting room 
and through to the structurally landscaped
garden beyond. 

By the time they made their application to
Building Control and started working on site, it
was March 2016. At this point everything started
to move very quickly. Within a couple of weeks
the old house had been all but dismantled,
reduced to three exterior walls and a series of
Acrow props supporting key structural beams.

SITTING ROOM
The striking fireplace was key
to the initial design of the
sitting room, but ventilating the
fire restricted the casing’s
design, and the fitting process
“wasn’t straightforward,” say
the owners

“We agreed to pull
back and use the
permitted
development route
instead to increase
the size of the
house”

issue 01 202162 www.sbhonline.co.uk
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The wall to the back of the house, where the old
conservatory had stood, was completely
demolished and the roof removed, leaving the
old house unrecognisable.

“People were stopping to look,” says Erica.
“My dad often passes by the house on the bus,
and loves to hear people’s comments. We even
had someone asking whether there had been a
gas explosion. It was pretty radical.” They might
have been the talk of the street, and their
neighbours – who have, they, say, been
“brilliant” – might have wondered what on earth
was going on, but Erica and Michael remained
focused on the end goal.

“Generally speaking, people don’t like
change, but once they know you are working in
a way which is clean and tidy and considerate,
they begin to take a genuine interest in what
you are doing and appreciate the end result,”
says Michael. “I try to keep focused on the
bigger picture while dealing with the minutiae. I
believe modern homes like this have their place
in the development of a city, especially if they
replace a very mediocre building with something

KITCHEN
The spacious, light-filled
kitchen was a major expense
but Erica wanted it to be
absolutely right, with attention
to detail paramount

BATHROOM
The stylish family bathroom was
achieved on a budget of
around £5,000. Erica: “We try
to save in some areas and
splash out in others to achieve
an overall balance between
cost and design”

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

KITCHEN SUPPLIER
Icon Kitchens
0161 764 0900 
www.iconkitchenstudio.com 

BATHROOM FITTINGS
Watermark, York
01904 420340 
www.watermarkplumbing.co
.uk

FLOORING
B&Q laminate
www.diy.com 

LANDSCAPING
Vertigrow
www.vertigrow.co.uk 

DOORS AND WINDOWS
Square Deals
01904 795225 
www.square-deals.com

STAIRS
AJ Stead, Malton
01653 693742 

FIREPLACE
Contura 10 stove
www.stovesonline.co.uk 

SOLAR PANELS
Go Eco Renewables
01759 528735 
www.goecorenewables.co.uk 

MARS NERO OUTDOOR
PAVING
Vitripiazza
www.virtipiazza.co.uk 

“We unearthed the
remains of a Roman
villa, and everything
ground to a halt”
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much more exciting.”
With the old house now a shell, Michael’s

building team started on the new timber and tile
roof. Although they were not exceeding the
original ridge height, they replaced the hip roof
with gables and installed dormer windows at the
back. All the external doors and windows were
fitted to make the property watertight and
secure again. At this point in the renovation
Erica and Michael applied for planning
permission to build a garage, which was
approved providing they sunk it down into the
ground to keep the roof height to the required
minimum. It cost them £30,000 and took six
months – mainly because they hit a major

problem. “We unearthed the remains of a
Roman villa,” says Michael. “Everything ground
to a halt while we waited for an archaeological
survey. We were eventually asked to cover the
remains with a protective layer of concrete and
raise the garage floor by 18 inches to keep
everything away from the remains.”

“The original house, which was built in 1934,
had several levels so we chose the lowest of
those and designed the rest of the house to
work around it,” says Erica. “The floors in the
sitting room were dropped to create a 2.6 metre
ceiling height, and we installed a new custom-
built staircase to work with this.”

The radically transformed property was
treated virtually like a new-build, with all new
services, underfloor heating, specialist lighting,
all new doors and windows, revised room
layouts, new kitchen and bathrooms and the
‘wrap-around’ garden structurally landscaped to
work in conjunction with the contemporary
design of the house.

“The garden was a challenge but with my
ideas and visual skills and Michael’s attention to
detail, we managed to create exactly what we
wanted,” says Erica. “Over the years we’ve
renovated a number of houses, but this is by far
one of our favourites. It gets a lot of very
favourable comments – especially from people
who have watched the renovation with interest.
For us it ticks all the boxes – and it’s not often
you get to say that about a house.” �

STAIRCASE
The bespoke staircase ‘doubles
back’ from a picture window

INTERIORS
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A game changer amongst smart taps
Unique to the market is BLANCO's new easy
to use, 4-in-1 water-saving boiling water tap,
the EVOL-S Pro Hot and Filter. Boasting the
revolutionary EVOL rotary dial, allowing you
to set precisely the amount of filtered boiling
or filtered cold water you choose. The Pro
Hot and Filter 4-in1 tap joins the EVOL-S
family alongside the 3-in-1 Pro Filter and the
original EVOL-S Volume mixer with pull-out
spray. The EVOL-S Pro Hot and Filter is a
stunning semi-professional mixer tap, in
stainless PVD steel finish, which delivers

standard hot and cold water with two spray options via the mixer lever on
the right. BLANCO's SELECT II integrated storage and waste organisation
system are ideal for use in combination with the EVOL-S Pro taps.

www.blanco.co.uk

Convenient and paper-free
Enjoy reading Selfbuilder & Homemaker
but find it’s not always convenient to have
the printed magazine? Or has your
workplace turned paper-free? The digital
issue offers you the same content, delivered
straight to your inbox and accessible via
smartphone, tablet and desktop computer.
Be among the first to read all the latest
features, comments, interviews, and more,
before the print issue has even been
delivered! What’s more, the digital issue
includes interactive links to featured

companies. Selfbuilder & Homemaker also offers monthly updates with
the Editor’s Choice newsletter, sharing content curated by the editorial
team and newsletter, offering news on products, services and events.

subscribepage.com/sbh

Earthborn paints pass the latest Toy Safety Standard
Earthborn is known for its distinctive paints that are better for the environment and healthier to 
live with. And its environmentally friendly formulations are now certified as child safe paints too!
Independently tested to meet the latest Toy Safety Standard (EN71-3:2019), this means they are 
safe to use in babies’ and children’s rooms as well as on toys and furniture. The standard tests
coatings to ensure there are no elements that could harm a child or release anything harmful into 
the atmosphere. 

Many people choose Earthborn paints because they’re free from harmful emissions and nasty paint
smells. Two things that are hugely important when looking for child safe paints. More than that,
Earthborn's paints are Eco Label accredited and virtually VOC free. Earthborn's Claypaint, Eco Chic,
Lifestyle and Eggshell no 17 have all passed the most recent Toy Safety Standard test, making them
ideal for children’s bedrooms, nurseries, wooden toys, cots and other furniture. In addition,
Earthborn's wall glaze, furniture glaze and wax have all been approved. So whether you’re preparing
a nursery or revamping children’s furniture following years of wear and tear, you can be assured that
Earthborn's paint finishes are child safe and healthy.

01928 734 171   www.earthbornpaints.co.uk
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100% WATERPROOF
substructure 
elements

THERMALLY INSULATING
tile-backer solutions 
0.036 Wm2K

LOADBEARING 
robust elements
hold 133kg/m2 vertically

STRAIGHTFORWARD
easy and quick to install, 
saves stress, time and labour

MODULAR COMPONENTS
with guaranteed 
system safety

WIDE VARIETY OF
design surfaces

in 5 colours

WARM TO TOUCH
low heat-conductivity

keeps condensation at bay

PROMOTES HYGIENE 
groutless alternative to 

tiling with antibacterial effect

Precision engineered, modular system 
components for an unrivalled peace of mind

High-quality panel type & pre-formed 
design surfaces for an effortless, sleek design

Technology & design from the same manufacturer means that there is one main contact before, during & after the construction phase. 
A win-win situation for everyone involved.

wedi Systems (UK) Ltd.

Tel: 0161 864 2336 

enquiries@wedi.co.uk 

www.wedi.de/en

100% COMPATIBLE
pre-formed, non-slip,

1 piece design elements

FULLY CUSTOMISABLE
coloured throughout 

for a neat result

INTERIORS
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Imagine owning a house with no CO2

producing gas supply that generates
energy so efficiently that you receive

back more in rebates than you are
charged for the electricity you consume.
This may seem like fiction but for David
and Gill Jay it is a reality. Through a
combination of careful design and
innovative technology, their home
achieves a very high SAP rating of 97,
meaning it costs less to run than its
current annual energy rebate.

The open-plan layout is flooded with
natural light and includes a spacious living
area and stylish kitchen diner which can
be separated off with sliding dividers. The
areas feature a monochrome palette of
whites, blacks and greys supported with
natural materials. In keeping with this,
Polyflor’s Colonia Wood PUR Luxury Vinyl
Tile (LVT) collection was specified for the
floors throughout this main living area in
neutral Nordic White Oak.

Colonia Wood PUR fitted naturally
within the design brief to create clean

internal spaces that could be easily
maintained. Fitted in a traditional straight
laid pattern, the oak-style floor brings
Scandinavian charm to the home and is
both soft and warm underfoot. Colonia
features a textured surface which captures
the look and feel of real wooden flooring
but is far simpler to clean and care for
over time. 

Integral to this hard-wearing design is 
a durable wear layer which offers lasting
protection against dirt, dust, soil and
everyday wear and tear, backed with a
comprehensive 7-year residential
guarantee. Colonia LVT is also designed
to handle accidental splashes and
temporary surface water, meaning they
are more than capable of dealing with the
occasional spill or mishap within kitchen
or dining areas.

In addition to ensuring their new home
is highly energy efficient, the Jays were
also keen to use sustainable materials
within its construction. Colonia Wood PUR
more than ticked this box. The LVT is

manufactured with materials which are
responsibly sourced and typically
comprise around 40 per cent recycled
content. Their low maintenance regime
means less water and chemicals are
needed to keep the floors in top
condition. Colonia is also 100 per cent
recyclable. As a result of this
environmentally friendly performance,
Colonia has been assigned a BRE 
A rating.

David Jay, homeowner commented 
'We are very happy indeed with the
quality of the Polyflor flooring. The
finished surface looks good and with the
right equipment, it is very easy to clean."

0161 767 1111   www.polyflor.com

Polyflor brings minimalist 
style to eco home

INTERIORS
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SPONSORED FEATURE

Kaldewei as well as being a leading
brand in the bathroom industry is
also renowned for its green

stance; helping the environment with 
its support of the WWF and with it their
own sustainable policies and practices.

It was this stance that drew the
attention of legendary rockstar and
photographer Bryan Adams, “If we 
take our responsibility towards each
other and our environment seriously,
we can see we are all naturally
connected and have a responsibility to
look after each other and our planet.”
says the photographer.

With this in mind a unique
collaboration between Bryan Adams
and Kaldewei evolved into the 
project “Natural Union”. With his
empathetic and professional vision,
Adams photographed the 2021
washbasin collection; the charismatic
images are emotionally charged with 

a strong message. 
“Everyday actions such as washing

your hands have never been more
important” this message highlights the
concept behind the campaign, which
features hands of all ages, sexes and
nationalities coming together under
running water, over the exquisite new
Ming and colourful Miena washbasins.

The Ming and Miena Steel Enamel
Washbasins

The new Ming washbasin is the
embodiment of subtle sophistication
forming an elegant silhouette, whether
for the minimalist bathroom or more
imaginative spaces.

Miena invigorates the bathroom with
a totally new colour palette of blue and
violet hues creating a perfect statement
piece. The Kaldewei steel enamel used
to create the washbasin is made up of a
percentage of recycled steel enamel
and is 100 per cent recyclable too.

Creating a stylish environmental
statement for any bathroom -
#NaturalUnion.

01480 498053
www.kaldewei.couk

Rocking the bathroom with
statement washbasins 
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Boiling water taps have grown rapidly
in popularity over the past 10 years.
Something that was originally

viewed as an unnecessary luxury item has
now become a household essential for
millions across the globe.

A concept originally developed in the
1970s by Henri Peteri, the taps have now
opened up their own industry sector, with
hundreds of products on the market, each
with their own characteristics. The reason
for this rise in demand and an increase in
production is threefold,  the primary one
being convenience. 

We live in a world where people want
things delivered at speed. We are
inherently less patient than we used to
be, increasingly unwilling to wait or
compromise, and this is true when it
comes to water delivery. On average, we
spend four months of our lives waiting for
the kettle to boil. Not so with a boiling
water tap, which delivers the exact
amount of boiling water needed instantly.
Time is one of the most precious
commodities, why waste time waiting for
water to boil? 

Concerns around safety used to be a
significant factor in preventing people
investing in a boiling water tap. However,
with constant innovation, research and

development, taps on the market today
are designed to be completely safe to
use. Certain taps for example come with a
user-friendly, in-built safety mechanism
that makes it virtually impossible to turn
on boiling water by accident, making it
ideal for families with small children or
those with restricted mobility. 

Comparatively, a kettle can be
dangerous. Not only can you burn
yourself from the boiling casing, but if a
kettle is knocked over or spilt, the
consequences can be disastrous. Greater
awareness around safety has convinced
many to make the switch.

There has also been a significant
consumer shift towards more sustainable
and eco-conscious consumption. Climate
change is upon us, and is showing no
immediate signs of slowing down. As a
result, people are quite rightly
increasingly concerned with where their
products come from and how they
directly impact the environment. It is right
we all play our part and across industries,
companies are having to re-think and
adapt their product offerings or services,
and boiling water taps are no different. 

In addition to the hot, cold and boiling
water functions, companies are turning
their attention to new water modes. For

example, look at the development of
offering filtered, chilled and sparkling
water from the same tap, at the touch of a
button. The UK household uses an
average of 360 single use plastic bottles
per year. However, taps that can deliver
sparkling and chilled water dramatically
reduce this figure, providing a more 
long-term sustainable alternative. 

Furthermore, with a boiling water tap,
you also save water and electricity. When

Tanks store
water at high
temperatures
under pressure,
keeping the water
hot without
needing to use
much energy at
all

Stephen Johnson from Quooker UK talks through the benefits of boiling water
taps, and how including them in your project not only gives convenience, but
can also help save energy 

Tapping into savings
INTERIORS
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you dispense water, you use the exact
amount of water you need, unlike a kettle
whereby more water is boiled than
needed, or how often is a kettle re-boiled
because the water has cooled down,
wasting yet more energy. Boiling water
taps have tanks which store water at high
temperatures under pressure. This

technology keeps the water hot without
needing to use much energy at all. Think
of it as an electrically powered flask, from
which no energy can escape. 

But it is not just the technical benefits
that are persuading many to invest in a
boiling water tap. The design and space-
saving advantages are also impressive.

Simple, sleek and elegant, boiling water
taps contribute a refined silhouette to any
kitchen. The perfect accompaniment for
modern and traditional spaces alike,
there are a variety of styles, finishes and
accessories to suit every kitchen. 

Be it classic chrome or nickel to a more
contemporary brushed gold or matt
black, these taps have come a long way
in terms of their design over the years.
Removing the need for wires or chunky
charging bases, worktops can remain
clutter-free. From pull-out hoses and twin
taps to adjustable heights and matching
soap dispensers, they can be a design
statement as well as an invaluable
appliance to enhance everyday routines
for the whole household.

The kitchen has always traditionally
been the heart of the home. As lots of us
now work from home, the kitchen is once
again in the spotlight, becoming a 
multi-functional space; playing the role of
kitchen, living room and home office,
often at the same time. They are not
inexpensive, but boiling water taps play a
key role in this evolving space. Saving you
time, money and water, and providing
convenience, safety and environmental
benefits, they are a compelling option. 

Stephen Johnson is managing director 
at Quooker UK

INTERIORS
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Tim Spann from Keller Kitchens rounds up 2020
2020 has been a challenging year for Keller
and the kitchen industry in general in the
UK; yet we have been delighted with the
huge levels of business – in particular, since
the mid-point of the year. The second half of
2020 exceeded all expectations by a
considerable margin. As a business which
operates on an international basis,
substantial year-on-year growth has been
achieved for the fifth consecutive year. We
are delighted to end the year where we are.
Keller Kitchens offers complete versatility for

you; finishes comprise veneer, melamine or lacquered; while matt, silk,
high gloss and structured lacquers are available in over 1950 NCS colours;
and nine stain colours can be applied on veneer or solid wood.

www.kellerkitchens.com

Selfbuilder & Homemaker website
The Selfbuilder & Homemaker website is an
online provider of past and present
products and news items for all those
involved in and working on a self-build
project. www.sbhonline.co.uk is a one-stop
source for all the latest press releases,
providing visitors with access to information
about products and services that they may
require. From the website, you can find links
to digital issues that have live links to
advertisers’ sites, as well as daily email alerts
to keep you as informed as possible. You

can also subcribe to receive regular copies of the printed and digital
versions of the magazine, or sign up to the monthly Selfbuilder &
Homemaker newsletter.

www.sbhonline.co.uk
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Authentic Crittall – The real steel deal
It’s almost 200 years ago when Crittall pioneered the original, iconic steel
window frames. Modified over the years to meet today’s stringent
regulations, hand-crafted Crittall windows, doors and screens
undoubtedly add value to a home with bespoke, timeless, design for
every application. World famous for minimalist, slim profiles and
sightlines, the company’s products are equally as popular today with
people looking to make a statement about their property through
renovation, new or self-build projects. Innovative development using steel
has led to creative multiple-use options from room dividers to shower
screens adding glamour and elegance. Cleverly dividing space and letting
in light, acoustic properties make interior screens particularly suitable for
partitioning kitchens, living areas, home offices and more, with glazing
options to reduce noise and allow privacy. The company prides itself on
its manufacturing expertise, using handcrafted, centuries-old techniques
with skills and craftsmanship that can rarely be matched. Crittall windows,
doors and screens are virtually maintenance-free, finished in any colour
with galvanised, factory applied powder-coating to last a lifetime. A
discreet plaque stamps Crittall authenticity and approval allowing
identification of genuine Crittall products.

01376 530800   www.crittall-windows.co.uk

Image courtesy of John Knight Glass and David Godfrey Photography
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After a couple of frustrating years spent hunting for a new home, Paul and
Sarka embarked on a self-build journey with Huf Haus to realise a property
that met their high expectations

TEXT EMMA HEDGES   IMAGES LOTHAR REHERMANN

SETTING THE BAR
HIGH

CASE STUDY
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Making the decision to move out of
London turned out to be the easy part
for strategy consultant Paul, and his

beauty therapist wife Sarka. There followed a
long and fruitless search of the surrounding
suburbs for a new-build home within easy
commuting distance, but after visiting each
property they were left bitterly disappointed,
and everywhere the problem was the same. “My
late father was an old-fashioned joiner, and I was
brought up on building sites,” explains Paul. “I
have certain standards, coming from that. Once
the developer had shown us the glitzy parts of
the house, I’d go and open the airing cupboard
and stick my head in the loft. Frankly, it was the
poor build quality that meant we didn’t find
anything we liked,” he says.

But their luck changed when they were due to
view an unfinished Huf Haus project – and were
waiting for an estate agent who was running
late. “We took that time to wander around the
site, and I was immediately struck by the quality
of build – the fact that this house, that was made
largely of wooden beams, was just so well put
together. Then when we went inside, we loved
the open nature of the environment, and the fact
that there was so much light, as most of the
walls were glass.”

It was a decisive moment and a turning point
for the couple. Paul and Sarka then contacted 

Huf Haus who explained their design and
build process – now the hunt was on to find a
plot, or a property that they could knock down.

“One of the things that impressed me about Huf
was that they thought about planning issues and
problems getting planning permission, so they
hired a planning advisor to help us,” says Paul.
“We’d send him information on a plot or a
house, and he’d look up the local planning
guidance and give us a rating – easy, middling
or difficult – on whether we were likely to get
planning permission to build a Huf house there.
That was fantastic.”

The advisor was so efficient that once an old
Surrey property that fitted the bill had been
found and purchased, planning permission went
through first time round, and then the couple
travelled to the Huf village in Hartenfels,
Germany, to settle on the design of their new
home. “It’s a very well-planned journey,”
explains Paul. With his dad having been a
builder, he was able to present a design to the
company that they then refined. “You spend two
days in the village looking at the different
examples of what they can do, and you really
work through every detail.”

He’s keen to stress that while there is a broad
selection of designs that you can select from as
the basis for your choice – theirs is the Bauhaus-
inspired Huf Art 5 – the Huf approach is far from
‘cookie cutter,’ and is actually highly
personalised. Working closely with Peter Huf,
the company’s chief architect in the UK, Paul and
Sarka were able to come up with plans for their
home that ticked all the boxes on their wish list.
With another two days spent in the village in

LOW POINT
One of our neighbours
tried to stop the build
with a legal challenge.
The main basis for their
complaint was loss of
privacy, but because we
had rotated the
orientation compared to
the previous house, none
of our windows faced
their property.
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HIGH POINT
There are things that you
can intellectually
appreciate in the house,
but until you experience
them you can’t
understand their full
impact on the quality of
your life – the light, the
space, the air.

Hartenfels talking to different teams to finalise
everything from the sophisticated heating
system to colours, taps and cupboard handles,
as well as having lunch with Georg Huf himself,
they were poised to begin.

Having completed on the Surrey property in
April, the site was cleared by October, the
foundations were laid in December, the outdoor
swimming pool went in the following January,
and the actual build started in February. “Once
the concrete base was in, the house and garage
were up nine-and-a-half days later,” says Paul.
“Then it took two months for the fit-out of the
interior – it’s all remarkably quick.” The couple,
along with their five-year-old son John, moved in
at the beginning of July.

The two-bedroom, two-storey home is
constructed from renewable Nordic spruce, and
has vast glass walls that offer uninterrupted
views of the surrounding garden and let in
plenty of natural light. The house benefits from
triple glazing and has additional glazing in the
gabled roof that heightens the sense of being
connected to the outside. A core feature is that
characteristically open atmosphere that Paul and
Sarka initially fell in love with when they first set
eyes on a Huf house, with all the living areas
flowing seamlessly into one another, while the
dining area is an expansive double-height space
located at the heart of the home.

Paul is particularly happy with the kitchen – it’s
designed and built by furniture manufacturer
and Huf subsidiary StilArt – which also created

“One of the things
that impressed me
about Huf was that
they thought about
planning issues and
problems getting
planning
permission”
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the bedroom and bathroom furniture –
according to his own personal vision of the
space. It features sleek white cabinetry, an island
preparation area and a conveniently positioned
wall of Gaggenau appliances. However, it is the
bathroom that is his and Sarka’s favourite part of
the house. Bathed in natural light and decorated
with Bisazza mosaic tiling in varying shades of
grey, its atmosphere is peaceful and calming. It
measures a generous 30 square metres, and is
complete with spa bath, walk-in shower, and
adjoining sauna and steam room. Sarka also has
a beauty treatment room in this area of the
house for when she sees clients, while John has
his own ensuite.

Huf Haus prides itself on the fact that it follows

the strictest sustainability criteria, and its DGNB
certification is proof that each house leaving its
factory in Hartenfels has met German
Sustainable Building Control’s gold standard. For
Paul and Sarka, this aspect of their home is the
biggest revelation. “The energy consumption of
the house is phenomenally low,” says Paul. “We
meet the German standard for 25 years from
now. We have 88 light fittings, but our total
energy bill – including a heated swimming pool
– is £400 a year. Plus we get £2,000 back
because we have ground-source heating and
solar panels under the Government’s scheme. So
we’re net carbon negative in a way that actually
generates an income!” he laughs.

Added to that, in spite of the fact that 80 per
cent of the walls are glass, he says the
temperature and air quality in the house always
feel exactly right because of the advanced built-
in climate control system and ventilation
technology. “We have a sophisticated heating
system that produces 95 per cent heat retention
with underfloor heating, and that inverts in the
summer to become underfloor cooling. And as
the air in the house is being continually
refreshed, you’ve always got this feeling of 
fresh air.”

The openness of the interior makes it
particularly family-friendly and the glass walls
enable them to feel constantly connected to one
another. This means that whether little John is
somewhere indoors or playing outside in the
garden, Paul and Sarka always know where he is.

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

FLOORING, PLUMBING,
PLASTERING, ELECTRICS,
UNDERFLOOR
HEATING/COOLING
SYSTEM, SAUNA,
WINDOWS, SLIDING
DOORS, ROOF & BUILDING
MATERIALS
Huf Haus 
www.huf-haus.com/en-uk/

ADDITIONAL PLUMBING
The German Plumber
www.germanplumber.com

EXTERNAL ALUMINIUM
BLINDS
Warema
www.warema.com

SMART HOME SYSTEM
KNX
www.knx.org

LIGHTING
Artemide
www.artemide.com

KITCHEN
StilArt
www.stilart-moebel.com 

APPLIANCES
Gaggenau
www.gaggenau.com

SANITARYWARE
Villeroy & Boch
www.villeroy-boch.co.uk 

SPA BATH
Villeroy & Boch
www.villeroy-boch.co.uk 

TAPS AND SHOWER
FITTINGS
Dornbracht
www.dornbracht.com

TILES
Bisazza
www.bisazza.it

DESIGN AND BUILD
PROCESS
Huf Haus
www.huf-haus.com/en-uk
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“We can talk to him wherever we are in the
house and it makes you feel as though you are
always in good company,” says Paul. “We’ve got
the massive open gallery upstairs that looks
down on the dining area, so I can sit in my office
in that gallery space, and he can be downstairs
drawing at the table, and we can talk to each
other as if we’re in the same room.”

The smooth design and build process that
Paul describes, along with the supportive

aftercare service Huf provides – as an example,
the couple were left with a substantial ‘repair kit’
for their new home and still receive gifts at
Christmas from the German brand – certainly
take the sting out of what might, for many, have
seemed like a daunting undertaking. But
ultimately, it is the finely tuned blend of
functionality and ambience that this Huf house
provides that has proved to be the winning
formula – so much so that they are now thinking
of selling their house and embarking on a new
Huf project nearer to Paul’s roots in Yorkshire.
“The core cost of our house was £1.4m. When I
look at that cost, what we’ve got is good value
for money compared to buying an old house
and getting a company to come in and do a
posh job on it,” he says. “There are things we’ve
learned that we would tweak, but we would
definitely do it all over again.” �

“It took two weeks
for the main
structure and then
two months for the
interior”

PAUL’S
TOP TIPS
Know who you’re
working with – try
hard to get to know
them and choose your
people according to
how you feel about
them personally.
Do not underestimate
project management –
it really is so powerful.
I did my own, but if
you need to engage
someone make sure
you choose somebody
with integrity who is
committed to your
project.
Put sustainability at
the top of your
agenda – I would say
being sustainable has
made my life better.
We have a very
comfortable house
that is both cool in
summer and warm in
winter.
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LANDSCAPING & EXTERNAL SURFACES 
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www.oak-designs.co.uk
www.everedge.co.uk


ADVICE & INFORMATION
National Self Build &
Renovation Centre (NSBRC)    
0845 2234455                 
www.nsbrc.co.uk  

AIR CONDITIONING & VENTILATION
EnviroVent
01423 810810
www.envirovent.com

Total Home Environment 
0345 260 0123
www.totalhome.co.uk

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
Grant Westfield
0131 337 6262
www.grantwestfield.co.uk

BI FOLDING & SLIDING DOORS
Garador Ltd
01935 443 722         
www.garador.co.uk

DOORS & WINDOWS
Phantom Screens (UK) Ltd                                              
01778 560070               
www.phantom-screens.co.uk

GLASS & GLAZING
Red Glazing Systems 
0203 478 9610
www.redglazingsystems.co.uk

MASTIC SEALANTS
Domestic Mastics                                                                                        
0208 7126142                                     
www.domesticmastic.net 

RAINWATER PRODUCTS
Yeoman Rainguard                                         
0113 279 5854                                     
www.rainguard.co.uk

STATIC HOMES
Sunrise Holiday Homes Ltd
01255 815045        
www.shhltd.co.uk

TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION
Worcestershire Caravan Sales                                                 
01299 878872                 
worcestershirecaravansales.com

Digital Issue
The digital issue of Selfbuilder
& Homemaker provides all
the same content as the print
issue with the added
advantage of being instantly
available whenever and
wherever you have access to
the internet. In addition to its
ease of access the digital
issue of Selfbuilder &
Homemaker gives direct links
to advertisers, allowing you to
visit a potential supplier’s
website with the simple click
of a mouse. Subscribe at
www.sbhonline.co.uk
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www.sbhonline.co.uk
The Selfbuilder & Homemaker
website is an online provider
of past and present products
and news items for the
selfbuilder. Regularly updated
with hundreds of press
releases sbhonline.co.uk is a
one-stop source for all the
latest press releases providing
you with access to information
about products and services
you require for your project as
well as self-build relevant
news and case studies.

SBH Newsletter
Emailed on a monthly basis,
the Selfbuilder & Homemaker
newsletter is designed to
provide you with the latest
information on products and
services of interest, direct to
your inbox. You can quickly
gather a snapshot of
information from up to 12
care-fully selected companies
and easily follow links through
to further information on
www.sbhonline.co.uk, or go
direct to the company’s own
website. Brochures and
videos are also regularly
available. Subscribe at
www.sbhonline.co.uk

   

To get your company listed here,
contact us today on 01435 863500

Up to 200 used static caravans to view.
Suitable for temporary accomodation.

Worcestershire Caravan Sales
Used caravans from £1,000

www.worcestershirecaravansales.com
Tel 01299 878872  

Email wcaravans@aol.com

From 28’x10’
to 39’x13’.

Two & three
bedrooms.

Some double
glazed/central
heating.

Open 7 days 
a week.

Guaranteed buy back.

        

BATHROOMS

DOORS & WINDOWS

DOORS & WINDOWS OAK PRODUCTS

CLASSIFIED & DIRECTORY
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www.pegasuswhirlpoolbaths.co.uk
www.britishironmongery.co.uk
www.worcestershirecaravansales.com
www.sashwindowlock.com
www.antiquebuildings.com


e: info@welshoakframe.com t: 01686 688 000

Homes | Extensions | Garden Rooms | Garages

w: welshoakframe.com

Planning - Architectural Design - Build

Bespoke Oak Frame Buildings
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T H E  W I N D O W  O F
T H E  F U T U R E  H A S

Lasts longer
Insulates better

Better Windows. 
Better Homes.

Windows. 
Designed & made in Denmark

BETTER WINDOWS. BETTER HOMES.

At Idealcombi we now offer supply & fit on new-build projects!

Decades of development.
Several generations of composite windows. 
We have now arrived at the idealcore™ thermal break, for the 
best possible energy performance, low maintenance and long 
lasting windows.

Idealcore™ is completely water resistant and 
protects the internal timber frame from water and moisture. 
There are no drainage channels or cavities to house bugs & dirt 
and the surface is smooth and very easy to keep clean. 
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http://www.idealcombi.com/
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