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NEWS

FROM THE EDITOR...
This month, we are pleased to present our second ‘Selfbuilder Survey,’ an in-depth report 
which asks our readers how they are tackling the very current challenge of creating homes 
with a low carbon footprint. Everyone is talking about net zero, yet self-builders are actually 
making steps to deliver it in their builds. But the debates around just how you can and should 
}o about cuttin} carbon can often be fi erce and somewhat polarised°

According to our survey, almost two thirds (64%) of readers want their new home to reduce 
their carbon footprint, and help address climate change. Rishi Sunak might be watering down 
the Government’s previous commitments on pushing low carbon heating, delaying the ban on 
new gas boilers, but the grants for heat pumps have been raised to £7,500, so there has never 
been a better time to invest. The Future Homes Standard, which will (allegedly) come into 
force in 2025, will make low carbon (i.e. non-fossil fuel) heating a necessity, in any case.

It is a slightly confusing picture in terms of how much ‘green’ homes are being promoted at 
the centre, and no doubt things will once again change if there’s a change in administration 
followin} the next �eneral 
lection° �oweÛer, our -elfbuilder -urÛeÞ ­which compares fi }ures 
with our 2022 survey on low carbon homes, to see where progress is being made) gives you a 
y aÛour of what is actuallÞ happenin} on the }round, amon} Þour peers°

"ur surÛeÞ½s fi ndin}s include which of our self�builders 
are pursuing Passivhaus, whether they are opting for heat 
pumps, how material price rises are affecting them, and 
who is outsourcing low carbon design to an architect rather 
than tackle it all themselves. We think the results (which 
you can read starting on page 29) are really interesting.

JAMES PARKER
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“And Action!” – words that have 
defined mÞ career as a film editor° 
�ittle did we anticipate that these 

words would seamlesslÞ thread throu}h 
the tapestrÞ of a new chapter in our liÛes, 
a chapter transitionin} us from the world 
of cinema to the realm of self�buildin}° 
�½m "llÞ -tothert, and to}ether with mÞ 
wife 6eroni�a, an adÛertisin} producer 
with her own distinct set of s�ills, and 
our newborn dau}hter Arabella, we 
embar�ed on a �ourneÞ that interwoÛe 
our filmic bac�}rounds with the art 
of architecture° 

�n Óä£n, our passion for narratiÛe led 
us to a different �ind of plot q the hunt 
for the perfect piece of land to brin} 
our dream home to life° 	Þ ÓäÓä, we 
stumbled upon an a}ein} bun}alow 
nestled in the picturesµue Ûilla}e of 
-habbin}ton, �ust beÞond the bustlin} 
mar�et town of /hame, on the cusp of 
the "xfordshire and 	uc�in}hamshire 
border° /he bun}alow, althou}h time�
worn, possessed the potential to be our 
canÛas for a new be}innin}° 

�nstead of a mere renoÛation, we were 
driÛen bÞ a desire to create anew° /he 
decision was made to dismantle the 
old and construct the new, a dauntin} 
prospect for two indiÛiduals without anÞ 
prior buildin} experience° 	ut 6eroni�a 
and � found ourselÛes drawin} inspiration 
from our roles in film production° As 
a film editor, mÞ �ob reÛolÛes around 
assemblin} the pieces q the scenes, the 
shots, the emotions q into a seamless 
whole° 6eroni�a, with her expertise 
in adÛertisin} production, �nows the 
intricacies of coordinatin} Ûarious 
departments to brin} a creatiÛe Ûision 
to life° And so, armed with the spirit 
of producers, we set out on our bi}}est 
production Þet q the creation of our 
home° "ur ti}ht bud}et, the script 

and our chosen architect would be 
our director° 

�espite the challen}es, we tac�led 
each phase with the same dedication we 
applied to our cinematic endeaÛours° 
7e Ûalued sustainabilitÞ, practicalitÞ, and 
future�proofin} �ust as much as we did 
aesthetics° 7ith these principles in mind, 
we crafted a pitch that encapsulated 
our Ûision° After meticulous research, 
we narrowed down our search to three 
architects who shared our Ûalues° /he 
final choice was clear q 
lliott Architects, 
a ,�	A certified and award winnin} 
talent from �exham,  orthumbria, 
whose creatiÛitÞ and passion resonated 
with us deeplÞ ­elliottarchitects°co°u�®° 
/heir desi}n drew inspiration from 
the ¼-�ippin}s 	arn½ showcased at the 
Chilterns "pen Air �useum q a local 
historic threshin} barn, a testament to 
dar� timber atop a bric� foundation, 
boastin} an ele}antlÞ proportioned roof 
pitch° /his desi}n not onlÞ inyuenced 
our home but also christened it with 

the name ¼-�ippin}s½ ­bÞ the waÞ, the 
museum is an oasis of a}ricultural 
architecture inspirationt®°

/he house will be constructed usin} 
an offsite timber frame, with bric� and 
timber claddin} that echoes the stÞle of 
-�ippin}s barn but with a modern feel° 
7e opted to se}ment the pro�ect into 
subcontractor diÛisions, shoulderin} the 
mana}ement ourselÛes after receiÛin} 
a costlÞ contractor bid° At this �uncture, 
we introduced a �eÞ allÞ q our part�time 
pro�ect mana}er, /om �andford from 
�eÛeleco ­deÛeleco°co°u�®° �espite 
incurrin} additional expenses, his 
expertise in construction techniµues 
and understandin} of trades offered 
a much�needed hand, easin} what 
could be an oÛerwhelmin} process and 
ultimatelÞ saÛin} us time and moneÞ in 
the lon} run° 

At the forefront of our -�ippin}s self�
buildin} Ûenture was a critical phase 
that often doesn½t receiÛe the spotli}ht 
it deserÛes q the upfront desi}n and 


mbar� on "llie -tothert½s cinematic �ourneÞ, transitionin} from film editin} to 
self�buildin} with wife 6eroni�a
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plannin}° /his piÛotal sta}e laid the 
foundation for our entire pro�ect, settin} 
the tone for what was to come° 9et, 
it½s not widelÞ discussed how much 
substantial upfront fundin} is reµuired to 
initiate such an endeaÛour° �rom ecolo}Þ 
and reports to topo}raphical and soil 
surÛeÞs, solicitor expenses, structural 
en}ineers, -A* calculation, site insurance 
E warrantees, mechanical desi}ns from 
the installation of utilities, to en}a}in} an 
architect that deÛeloped our Ûision and 
}uided us throu}h the intricate process, 
the expenses added up° 7hile it mi}ht 
seem dauntin}, theÞ are necessarÞ and 
not much tal�ed about and can add a 
si}nificant amount to anÞ ti}ht bud}et 
before Þou eÛen di} a hole° 7e µuic�lÞ 
understood that these earlÞ inÛestments 
were µuite cripplin} howeÛer inÛaluable 
in shapin} the tra�ectorÞ of our dream 
home° /he architect½s deÛelopment 
fee, in particular, was a wise allocation 
of resources, thou}h a bi} inÛestment 
it paid off manÞ times oÛer as 
lliott 
Architects½ expertise ensured a seamless 
�ourneÞ from the blueprint to the build° 
/his meticulous process, encompassin} 
a ran}e of tas�s, too� the best part of 
a Þear, emphasisin} the importance of 
patience and thorou}hness in brin}in} 
our Ûision to life°

 aÛi}atin} the intricate labÞrinth 

of self�buildin} has thrust us into 
unexpected trials, hi}hli}htin} the 
importance of foresi}ht and preparation° 
As we stand in the present, our �ourneÞ 
has encountered an unforeseen plot 
twist° -ecurin} a self�build mort}a}e, 
despite our meticulous plannin} and 
}roundwor�, has eÛolÛed into an 
unexpectedlÞ strenuous endeaÛour° �Þ 

status as a self�emploÞed indiÛidual, 
often a thorn in the side when it comes 
to ban�s½ perspectiÛes on lendin}, has 
introduced complexities, elon}atin} our 
�ourneÞ to oÛer a Þear° /his unanticipated 
obstacle stands as a resonant reminder 
that certain facets of the self�build 
process demand a timeline lon}er than 
initiallÞ enÛisioned° �ence, our counsel to 
fellow self�build enthusiasts is to initiate 
this process well in adÛance, reco}nisin} 
that the intricate nature of specific 
financial aspects necessitates ample time 
for successful resolution°

As we await the fruition of our financial 
options, we continue to amass our 
final crew, includin} our timber frame 
from the esteemed *9C Construction 
­pÞc}roup°co°u�®, all poised for that 
inau}ural first daÞ we turn oÛer and call 
ºaction»° "ur cinematic perspectiÛe 
informed our decisions, how our 
collaboration with a ÛisionarÞ architect 
eleÛated our aspirations, and how our 
commitment to sustainabilitÞ and desi}n 
excellence shaped our dream home° 
�rom the cuttin} room yoor to soon the 
construction site, our storÞ is hopefullÞ 
a testament to the power of creatiÛitÞ, 
collaboration, and the belief that with the 
ri}ht script, anÞ Ûision can be brou}ht to 
life° �ollow us on �nsta}ram at 
Js�ippin}sÚhouseÚbuild°
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understood that these earlÞ inÛestments 
were µuite cripplin} howeÛer inÛaluable 
in shapin} the tra�ectorÞ of our dream 
home° /he architect½s deÛelopment 
fee, in particular, was a wise allocation 
of resources, thou}h a bi} inÛestment 
it paid off manÞ times oÛer as 
lliott 
Architects½ expertise ensured a seamless 
�ourneÞ from the blueprint to the build° 
/his meticulous process, encompassin} 
a ran}e of tas�s, too� the best part of 
a Þear, emphasisin} the importance of 
patience and thorou}hness in brin}in} 
our Ûision to life°

 aÛi}atin} the intricate labÞrinth 

of self�buildin} has thrust us into 
unexpected trials, hi}hli}htin} the 
importance of foresi}ht and preparation° 
As we stand in the present, our �ourneÞ 
has encountered an unforeseen plot 
twist° -ecurin} a self�build mort}a}e, 
despite our meticulous plannin} and 
}roundwor�, has eÛolÛed into an 
unexpectedlÞ strenuous endeaÛour° �Þ 

status as a self�emploÞed indiÛidual, 
often a thorn in the side when it comes 
to ban�s½ perspectiÛes on lendin}, has 
introduced complexities, elon}atin} our 
�ourneÞ to oÛer a Þear° /his unanticipated 
obstacle stands as a resonant reminder 
that certain facets of the self�build 
process demand a timeline lon}er than 
initiallÞ enÛisioned° �ence, our counsel to 
fellow self�build enthusiasts is to initiate 
this process well in adÛance, reco}nisin} 
that the intricate nature of specific 
financial aspects necessitates ample time 
for successful resolution°

As we await the fruition of our financial 
options, we continue to amass our 
final crew, includin} our timber frame 
from the esteemed *9C Construction 
­pÞc}roup°co°u�®, all poised for that 
inau}ural first daÞ we turn oÛer and call 
ºaction»° "ur cinematic perspectiÛe 
informed our decisions, how our 
collaboration with a ÛisionarÞ architect 
eleÛated our aspirations, and how our 
commitment to sustainabilitÞ and desi}n 
excellence shaped our dream home° 
�rom the cuttin} room yoor to soon the 
construction site, our storÞ is hopefullÞ 
a testament to the power of creatiÛitÞ, 
collaboration, and the belief that with the 
ri}ht script, anÞ Ûision can be brou}ht to 
life° �ollow us on �nsta}ram at 
Js�ippin}sÚhouseÚbuild°
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Building a home from scratch is a 
rewarding endeavour, offering the 
chance to customise every aspect 

of your living space. However, ensuring 
a healthy indoor environment is crucial, 
especially in this era of increasing 
environmental pollutants and airborne 
diseases. One key solution that self-
build homeowners often look to is an air 
purification sÞstem° 7ith a plethora of 
options available, making an informed 
choice tailored to Þour specific needs 
is vital. 

WHAT TYPE OF AIR PURIFICATION SYSTEM 
IS BEST SUITED FOR MY SELF-BUILD?
7ith so manÞ options on the mar�et, 
you have to evaluate what is important 
to your build. Is it an easy-to-use system, 
the hi}hest }rade of filtration, or the 
option with the best aesthetic? One 
area that all self-builders should take 
into consideration is that many of the 
air purifiers on the mar�et haÛe filters 
which reµuire the filter to be chan}ed 
periodically, meaning you have to open 
up the system exposing your house to 
bacteria and other dangerous particles. 
"ptin} for filterless technolo}Þ when 
installin} an air purifier in Þour house 
is an excellent choice. It ensures that 
after the purifier has effectiÛelÞ cleaned 
the air, you won’t need to risk exposing 
yourself and your family to harmful 
particles.

*urifiers should be carefullÞ positioned 
around the house to allow maximum 
airyow within the indoor spaces° 
7indows and doors should remain 
closed at all times while using the air 
purifier to preÛent further contaminants 
from entering the indoor space and 
pollutin} the purified air° �t is important 
to �now how much area the air purifier 
covers to ensure that you are getting 
the best possible outcome, this will then 

Jay Vitale of Air For Life looks at the essential importance of 
indoor air quality, and the practical considerations around 
purification sÞstems, while addressin} common self�builder 
concerns to help you breathe easier

Breathe easy
ASK THE EXPERT

Ask the Expert_Air for Life [Subbed TB].indd   2 16/11/2023   14:39
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DRILL 
PRESSES
Range of precision 

bench & fl oor 
presses for 
enthusiast, 
engineering & 
industrial 
applications

B = Bench 
mounted 
F = Floor 
standing 

model
Motor (W) 

Speeds exc.VAT inc.VAT
CDP5EB 350 / 5 £99.95 £119.94
CDP102B 350 / 5 £115.95 £139.14
CDP152B* 450 / 12 £209.00 £250.80
CDP352F 550 / 16 £339.00 £406.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£99.95

£119.94 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

CDP102B

* WAS £251.98 inc.VAT

 ELECTRIC
TILE CUTTERS

  INVERTER
GENERATORS

 GARAGES/
WORKSHOPS

ELECTRIC
COMPACTOR PLATE

 HEAVY DUTY
SUB PUMPS

 GENERATORS

HYUNDAI DIESEL 
GENERATORS UP TO 125KVA

HYUNDAI DIESEL 
GENERATORS UP TO 125KVA

ALSO

PG3800A

* with 
wheels

Model Volts KVA HP
exc.
VAT

WAS
inc.VAT

inc.
VAT

PG2500A 230 2.2 5.6 £219.00 £270.00 £262.80
PG3800A 230 3 5.6 £269.00 £346.80 £322.80
PG3800ADV 230/110 3 5.6 £299.00 £370.80 £358.80
PG6500ADVES* 230/110 5.5 9.7 £539.00 £658.80 £646.80

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM ONLY

WAS £286.80 inc.VAT

£225.00

£270.00 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PROFESSIONAL 
ROUTER
 • Plunge depth 
up to 66mm
• Variable 
speed
• Inc. 1/4", 
3/8" & 1/2" 
collets

ANGLE GRINDERS

CON1150

 INC. DISC
& HANDLE

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£94.99

£113.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ABRASIVE 
CUT-OFF 
SAWS

 Cuts 
ferrous 
metals up to 
100mm dia

AVAILABLE IN

230
&&

110
VOLT

PETROL DUMPER TRUCK

3 forward gears with reverse Narrow 
760mm width, fi ts through most doorways

DEMOLITION 
HAMMER

Ideal for use with concrete, 
stone, granite,brick,fence 
post footing etc Inc. 
pointed chisel, fl at chisel & 
carry case

DEMOLITION 
HAMMER

Model Disc (mm) Motor exc.VAT inc.VAT
CAG800B 115 800W £29.98 £35.98
CON1150* 115 1150W £36.99 £44.39
CAG2350C# 230 2350W £69.98 £83.98

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£29.98

£35.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

CCM125D

CEMENT 
MIXERS

Model
Power 

(W)
Cap. 
(mm) exc.VAT inc.VAT

CRD1100 1100 13-40 £64.99 £77.99
CON1200RD 1200 13-40 £79.98 £95.98
CON720RHD# 720 13-40 £89.98 £107.98
CON1500RDV 1500 13-40 £99.98 £119.98

CON1500DD

SDS
+

Powerful 
heavy duty 
professional 
drill ideal 
for trade 
use

CON1500RDV

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£159.98

£191.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

BIG 16" ALL
TERRAIN TYRES

CDT300

300
KG

ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£45.99

£55.19 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ABRASIVE SANDING 
BELTS IN STOCK

CR4

230
VOLT

23KG

400x320mm

4 WHEEL DRIVE

*Pumps solids 
up to 30mm 
diameter

 • Auto 
ON/OFF
fl oat 
switch

PSV1A

Model
Max Flow 

LPM
Max 
Head exc.VAT inc.VAT

CSE400A 115 8.0m £46.99 £56.39
PSV3A 133 8.0m £49.98 £59.98
PSV1A* 140 5.8m £59.98 £71.98
HIPPO 2 (230V) 85 6.0m £69.98 £83.98
PSP125B 116 7m £73.98 £88.78
PSV5A 217 8m £69.98 £83.98

HIPPO 2

6.5HP

PRICE CUT
DOUBLE

WAS £1678.80 inc.VAT

£1199.00

£1438.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

 8" SLIDING
COMPOUND
MITRE SAW
• 2000W motor
• Laser Guide

CMS216S

PRICE CUT 
DOUBLE

WAS £215.98 inc.VAT

£159.00

£190.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ETC8

IG1700F

1700W

Model
Max 

Output Sockets
Weight 

kg
exc.
VAT

inc.
VAT

IG1700F 1700W 2 22 £259.00 £310.80
IG3500AF 3400W 2 35 £379.00 £454.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£259.00

£310.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

IG3500AF

3400W

LENGTH 
UP TO 

40'

IDEAL FOR RAIN & 
SUN PROTECTION

BRIGHT WHITE INTERIOR

Model
size (LxWxH)

m exc.VAT
 WAS

inc.VAT
NOW

inc.VAT
CIG81212 3.6 x 3.6 x 2.5 £249.00 £310.80 £298.80
CIG81015 4.5 x 3 x 2.4 £279.00 – £334.80
CIG81216 4.9 x 3.7 x 2.5 £329.00 – £394.80
CIG81020 6.1 x 3 x 2.4 £349.00 – £418.80
CIG81220 6.1 x 3.7 x 2.5 £399.00 – £478.80
CIG81224 7.3 x 3.7 x 2.5 £499.00 – £598.80
CIG1432 9.7x4.3x3.65 £1099.00 – £1318.80
CIG1640 12x4.9x4.3 £2599.00 £3478.80 £3118.80

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM ONLY

WAS £310.80 inc.VAT

£249.00

£298.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRO TOOL CHESTS
& CABINETS

The 
ultimate 
in tool 
storage

Model Description exc.VAT
WAS 

inc.VAT inc.VAT
CTC900C 9 dr chest £89.98 – £107.98
CTC500C 5 dr cabinet £149.98 – £179.98
CBB209C 9 dr chest £154.99 £191.98 £185.99
CTC700C 7 dr cabinet £169.98 – £203.98
CTC1300C 13 dr set £189.98 £239.98 £227.98
CBB217C 7 dr cabinet £279.00 £346.80 £334.80

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM

WAS £466.80 inc.VAT

£379.00

£454.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM

WAS £238.80 inc.VAT

£189.99

£227.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£139.00

£166.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT PRICE CUT 

NOW ONLY

WAS £298.80 inc.VAT

£209.98

£251.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRICE CUT NOW 
FROM ONLY

WAS £80.39 inc.VAT

£64.99

£77.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

# WAS £111.58 inc.VAT
* WAS £45.59 inc.VAT
# WAS £87.59 inc.VAT

HULK

WET
& DRY 
VACUUM
CLEANERS

Compact, high 
performance wet & dry 
vacuum cleaners for 
use around the home, 
workshop, garage etc. CVAC20P

PRICE CUT 
DOUBLE

WAS £75.59 inc.VAT

£59.98

£71.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£46.99

£56.39 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

 ELECTRIC HEATERS

DEVIL 
2850

MODEL
VOLT-
AGE

HEAT 
OUTPUT

exc.
VAT

 WAS
inc.VAT

inc.
VAT

DEVIL 2850 230V 2.8kW £42.99 – £51.59
DEVIL 7003 230V 3kW £67.99 £83.98 £81.59
DEVIL 7005 400V 5kW £89.98 £117.59 £107.98
DEVIL 7009 400V 9kW £149.98 – £179.98
DEVIL 7015 400V 15kW £219.98 – £263.98

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£42.99

£51.59 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

DEVIL 
7003

 DRYWALL SANDERS

 Ideal for dry sanding 
& smoothing hard to 

reach areas 

DRILL 
PRESSES
Range of precision 

 DRYWALL SANDERS

 Ideal for dry sanding 
& smoothing hard to 

AVAILABLE IN

230
&

 Ideal for dry sanding 

&

110
VOLT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£109.00

£130.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

DUST 
EXTRACTION 

OUTLET

DWS225LR

SDSSDS

BIG
125LTR
bucket

CON850B RECIPROCATING 
SAW (230V)

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£56.99

£68.39 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

CON750 JIGSAW
ONLY

DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£31.99

£38.39 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ROTARY 
HAMMER 
DRILLS

CBS2

BELT 
SANDERS

CONSN18LIC 
18V LI-ION 
STAPLER/NAILER 
WITH 1X2.0AH 
BATTERY

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£129.98

£155.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

BEST
SELLER

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£49.98

£59.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£89.98

£107.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

TURBO AIR 
COMPRESSORS

Superb range ideal for DIY, 
hobby & semi-professional use

TIGER 
16/1050

Model Motor CFM Tank exc.VAT inc.VAT
8/260 2HP 7 24ltr £119.98 £143.98
11/550 2.5HP 9.3 50ltr £179.98 £215.98
16/550 3HP 14.5 50ltr £249.00 £298.80
16/1050 3HP 14.5 100ltr £309.00 £370.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£119.98

£143.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

  BARNSLEY Pontefract Rd, Barnsley, S71 1EZ 01226 732297
B’HAM GREAT BARR 4 Birmingham Rd. 0121 358 7977
B’HAM HAY MILLS 1152 Coventry Rd, Hay Mills  0121 7713433
BOLTON 1 Thynne St. BL3 6BD 01204 365799
BRADFORD 105-107 Manningham Lane. BD1 3BN 01274 390962
BRIGHTON 123 Lewes Rd, BN2 3QB 01273 915999
BRISTOL 1-3 Church Rd, Lawrence Hill. BS5 9JJ 0117 935 1060
BURTON UPON TRENT 12a Lichfi eld St. DE14 3QZ 01283 564 708
CAMBRIDGE 181-183 Histon Road, Cambridge. CB4 3HL 01223 322675
CARDIFF 44-46 City Rd. CF24 3DN 029 2046 5424
CARLISLE 85 London Rd. CA1 2LG 01228 591666
CHELTENHAM 84 Fairview Road. GL52 2EH 01242 514 402
CHESTER 43-45 St. James Street. CH1 3EY 01244 311258
COLCHESTER 4 North Station Rd. CO1 1RE 01206 762831
COVENTRY Bishop St. CV1 1HT 024 7622 4227
CROYDON 423-427 Brighton Rd, Sth Croydon 020 8763 0640
DARLINGTON 214 Northgate. DL1 1RB 01325 380 841
DEAL (KENT) 182-186 High St. CT14 6BQ 01304 373 434
DERBY Derwent St. DE1 2ED 01332 290 931
DONCASTER Wheatley Hall Road 01302 245 999
DUNDEE 24-26 Trades Lane. DD1 3ET 01382 225 140
EDINBURGH 163-171 Piersfi eld Terrace  0131 659 5919

EXETER 16 Trusham Rd. EX2 8QG 01392 256 744
GATESHEAD 50 Lobley Hill Rd. NE8 4YJ 0191 493 2520
GLASGOW 280 Gt Western Rd. G4 9EJ 0141 332 9231
GLOUCESTER 221A Barton St. GL1 4HY 01452 417 948
GRIMSBY ELLIS WAY, DN32 9BD 01472 354435
HULL 8-10 Holderness Rd. HU9 1EG 01482 223161
ILFORD 746-748 Eastern Ave. IG2 7HU 0208 518 4286
IPSWICH Unit 1 Ipswich Trade Centre, Commercial Road 01473 221253
LEEDS 227-229 Kirkstall Rd. LS4 2AS 0113 231 0400
LEICESTER 69 Melton Rd. LE4 6PN 0116 261 0688
LINCOLN Unit 5. The Pelham Centre. LN5 8HG 01522 543 036
LIVERPOOL 80-88 London Rd. L3 5NF 0151 709 4484
LONDON CATFORD 289/291 Southend Lane SE6 3RS 0208 695 5684   
LONDON 6 Kendal Parade, Edmonton N18 020 8803 0861
LONDON 503-507 Lea Bridge Rd. Leyton, E10 020 8558 8284
LUTON Unit 1, 326 Dunstable Rd, Luton LU4 8JS 01582 728 063
MAIDSTONE 57 Upper Stone St. ME15 6HE 01622 769 572         
MANCHESTER ALTRINCHAM 71 Manchester Rd. Altrincham 0161 9412 666
MANCHESTER CENTRAL 209 Bury New Road M8 8DU 0161 241 1851   
MANCHESTER OPENSHAW Unit 5, Tower Mill, Ashton Old Rd 0161 223 8376   
MANSFIELD 169 Chesterfi eld Rd. South 01623 622160
MIDDLESBROUGH Mandale Triangle, Thornaby 01642 677881

NORWICH 282a Heigham St. NR2 4LZ 01603 766402
NORTHAMPTON Beckett Retail Park, St James’ Mill Rd 01604 267840
NOTTINGHAM 211 Lower Parliament St. 0115 956 1811
PETERBOROUGH 417 Lincoln Rd. Millfi eld 01733 311770
PLYMOUTH 58-64 Embankment Rd. PL4 9HY 01752 254050
POOLE 137-139 Bournemouth Rd. Parkstone 01202 717913
PORTSMOUTH 277-283 Copnor Rd. Copnor 023 9265 4777
PRESTON 53 Blackpool Rd. PR2 6BU 01772 703263
SHEFFIELD 453 London Rd. Heeley. S2 4HJ 0114 258 0831
SIDCUP 13 Blackfen Parade, Blackfen Rd  0208 3042069
SOUTHAMPTON 516-518 Portswood Rd. 023 8055 7788
SOUTHEND 1139-1141 London Rd. Leigh on Sea  01702 483 742
STOKE-ON-TRENT 382-396 Waterloo Rd. Hanley 01782 287321
SUNDERLAND 13-15 Ryhope Rd. Grangetown 0191 510 8773
SWANSEA 7 Samlet Rd. Llansamlet. SA7 9AG 01792 792969
SWINDON 21 Victoria Rd. SN1 3AW 01793 491717
TWICKENHAM 83-85 Heath Rd.TW1 4AW 020 8892 9117
WARRINGTON Unit 3, Hawley’s Trade Pk.  01925 630 937
WIGAN 2 Harrison Street, WN5 9AU 01942 323 785  
WOLVERHAMPTON Parkfi eld Rd. Bilston 01902 494186
WORCESTER 48a Upper Tything. WR1 1JZ 01905 723451
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determine the number of air purifiers Þou 
will need within your home.

HOW CAN I ENSURE PROPER VENTILATION 
& AIR CIRCULATION WHILE USING AN AIR 
PURIFIER?
/o balance air purification and 
ventilation, consider integrating air 
purifiers into Þour �6AC ­�eatin}, 
6entilation, and Air Conditionin}® sÞstem° 
*lace portable purifiers strate}icallÞ in 
areas with hi}h traffic°

HOW CAN AIR PURIFIERS HELP MITIGATE 
SPECIFIC POLLUTANTS IN NEW BUILDS?
7ith new deÛelopments, there are 
manÞ Ûolatile or}anic compounds ­6"Cs® 
that can be found in the air of a new 
building, from materials that have been 
used, such as paint, glue, and chemicals 
from new carpets. Alternatively, dust 
particles in the air during the build can 
linger in the air. 

/hese harmful 6"Cs and odours can 
be destroÞed with a filterless ionisin} 
air purifier whereas a �
*A filter purifier 
can take longer, but does not guarantee 
that the 6"Cs will be eliminated° An air 
purifier helps to reduce dust particles 
that are in the air and can either capture 
them if the purifier has a filter which will 

lead to re}ularlÞ chan}in} the filter and 
exposure to the dust or for the dust to 
be turned into H2" if usin} a filterless 
purifier with ionisation technolo}Þ°

�f anÞone is chan}in} the filter, we 
would strongly recommend that a mask 
is worn to protect yourself against 
contaminants that are in the air. Many 
dangerous contaminants are exposed 
into the air from the filter which has built 
up over time, including bacteria that can 
multiplÞ and mutate on these filters° 

/he person who is chan}in} the filter 
is at risk of breathing this into their lungs 
and damaging their health, which can 
cause long term problems. This is why 
we would advise choosing an ionising 
sÞstem without filters as opposed to 
a filtered air purifier, to reduce the 
maintenance and health risks and also to 
reduce ongoing costs, as you don’t have 
to purchase expensiÛe filters to ensure 
Þour sÞstem is wor�in} efficientlÞ°

WHAT MAINTENANCE IS REQUIRED 
FOR AIR PURIFICATION SYSTEMS,
& HOW OFTEN DO THEY NEED TO 
BE REPLACED?
Maintenance requirements vary, but 
generally, regular cleaning of the 
pre�filter and replacement of �
*A 

and actiÛated carbon filters is necessarÞ° 
This is why we would suggest choosing 
a sÞstem without filters to reduce the 
maintenance and ongoing costs, as 
you don’t have to purchase expensive 
filters to ensure Þour sÞstem is wor�in} 
efficientlÞ°

CAN AIR PURIFIERS HELP WITH ALLERGENS 
& IMPROVE INDOOR AIR QUALITY IN MY 
SELF-BUILD HOME?
Depending on the system you are using, 
you should anticipate the system should 
remove all harmful allergens eliminating 
bacteria, Ûiruses includin} CoÛid�£�, 

° coli, -almonella, 6"Cs, mould and 
odours ensuring clean air. The combined 
effects of ambient air pollution and 
household air pollution are associated 
with 6.7 million premature deaths 
annuallÞ ­7�" ÓäÓÓ®° 

Certain air purifiers haÛe the capabilitÞ 
and scientific research behind them to 
demonstrate how they can help relieve 
symptoms of hay fever and allergens, 
and even help reduce symptoms of 
asthma within an indoor environment. 
Choosin} them means interior spaces 
that are safer for you and your family.

Jay Vitale is CEO at Air For Life

ASK THE EXPERT

We would advise choosing an ionising system without 
�lters, as opposed to a �ltered air puri�er, to reduce 
the maintenance and health risks 

Ask the Expert_Air for Life [Subbed TB].indd   4 16/11/2023   14:40
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DRILL 
PRESSES
Range of precision 

bench & fl oor 
presses for 
enthusiast, 
engineering & 
industrial 
applications

B = Bench 
mounted 
F = Floor 
standing 

model
Motor (W) 

Speeds exc.VAT inc.VAT
CDP5EB 350 / 5 £99.95 £119.94
CDP102B 350 / 5 £115.95 £139.14
CDP152B* 450 / 12 £209.00 £250.80
CDP352F 550 / 16 £339.00 £406.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£99.95

£119.94 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

CDP102B

* WAS £251.98 inc.VAT

 ELECTRIC
TILE CUTTERS

  INVERTER
GENERATORS

 GARAGES/
WORKSHOPS

ELECTRIC
COMPACTOR PLATE

 HEAVY DUTY
SUB PUMPS

 GENERATORS

HYUNDAI DIESEL 
GENERATORS UP TO 125KVA

HYUNDAI DIESEL 
GENERATORS UP TO 125KVA

ALSO

PG3800A

* with 
wheels

Model Volts KVA HP
exc.
VAT

WAS
inc.VAT

inc.
VAT

PG2500A 230 2.2 5.6 £219.00 £270.00 £262.80
PG3800A 230 3 5.6 £269.00 £346.80 £322.80
PG3800ADV 230/110 3 5.6 £299.00 £370.80 £358.80
PG6500ADVES* 230/110 5.5 9.7 £539.00 £658.80 £646.80

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM ONLY

WAS £286.80 inc.VAT

£225.00

£270.00 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PROFESSIONAL 
ROUTER
 • Plunge depth 
up to 66mm
• Variable 
speed
• Inc. 1/4", 
3/8" & 1/2" 
collets

ANGLE GRINDERS

CON1150

 INC. DISC
& HANDLE

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£94.99

£113.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ABRASIVE 
CUT-OFF 
SAWS

 Cuts 
ferrous 
metals up to 
100mm dia

AVAILABLE IN

230
&&

110
VOLT

PETROL DUMPER TRUCK

3 forward gears with reverse Narrow 
760mm width, fi ts through most doorways

DEMOLITION 
HAMMER

Ideal for use with concrete, 
stone, granite,brick,fence 
post footing etc Inc. 
pointed chisel, fl at chisel & 
carry case

DEMOLITION 
HAMMER

Model Disc (mm) Motor exc.VAT inc.VAT
CAG800B 115 800W £29.98 £35.98
CON1150* 115 1150W £36.99 £44.39
CAG2350C# 230 2350W £69.98 £83.98

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£29.98

£35.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

CCM125D

CEMENT 
MIXERS

Model
Power 

(W)
Cap. 
(mm) exc.VAT inc.VAT

CRD1100 1100 13-40 £64.99 £77.99
CON1200RD 1200 13-40 £79.98 £95.98
CON720RHD# 720 13-40 £89.98 £107.98
CON1500RDV 1500 13-40 £99.98 £119.98

CON1500DD

SDS
+

Powerful 
heavy duty 
professional 
drill ideal 
for trade 
use

CON1500RDV

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£159.98

£191.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

BIG 16" ALL
TERRAIN TYRES

CDT300

300
KG

ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£45.99

£55.19 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ABRASIVE SANDING 
BELTS IN STOCK

CR4

230
VOLT

23KG

400x320mm

4 WHEEL DRIVE

*Pumps solids 
up to 30mm 
diameter

 • Auto 
ON/OFF
fl oat 
switch

PSV1A

Model
Max Flow 

LPM
Max 
Head exc.VAT inc.VAT

CSE400A 115 8.0m £46.99 £56.39
PSV3A 133 8.0m £49.98 £59.98
PSV1A* 140 5.8m £59.98 £71.98
HIPPO 2 (230V) 85 6.0m £69.98 £83.98
PSP125B 116 7m £73.98 £88.78
PSV5A 217 8m £69.98 £83.98

HIPPO 2

6.5HP

PRICE CUT
DOUBLE

WAS £1678.80 inc.VAT

£1199.00

£1438.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

 8" SLIDING
COMPOUND
MITRE SAW
• 2000W motor
• Laser Guide

CMS216S

PRICE CUT 
DOUBLE

WAS £215.98 inc.VAT

£159.00

£190.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ETC8

IG1700F

1700W

Model
Max 

Output Sockets
Weight 

kg
exc.
VAT

inc.
VAT

IG1700F 1700W 2 22 £259.00 £310.80
IG3500AF 3400W 2 35 £379.00 £454.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£259.00

£310.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

IG3500AF

3400W

LENGTH 
UP TO 

40'

IDEAL FOR RAIN & 
SUN PROTECTION

BRIGHT WHITE INTERIOR

Model
size (LxWxH)

m exc.VAT
 WAS

inc.VAT
NOW

inc.VAT
CIG81212 3.6 x 3.6 x 2.5 £249.00 £310.80 £298.80
CIG81015 4.5 x 3 x 2.4 £279.00 – £334.80
CIG81216 4.9 x 3.7 x 2.5 £329.00 – £394.80
CIG81020 6.1 x 3 x 2.4 £349.00 – £418.80
CIG81220 6.1 x 3.7 x 2.5 £399.00 – £478.80
CIG81224 7.3 x 3.7 x 2.5 £499.00 – £598.80
CIG1432 9.7x4.3x3.65 £1099.00 – £1318.80
CIG1640 12x4.9x4.3 £2599.00 £3478.80 £3118.80

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM ONLY

WAS £310.80 inc.VAT

£249.00

£298.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRO TOOL CHESTS
& CABINETS

The 
ultimate 
in tool 
storage

Model Description exc.VAT
WAS 

inc.VAT inc.VAT
CTC900C 9 dr chest £89.98 – £107.98
CTC500C 5 dr cabinet £149.98 – £179.98
CBB209C 9 dr chest £154.99 £191.98 £185.99
CTC700C 7 dr cabinet £169.98 – £203.98
CTC1300C 13 dr set £189.98 £239.98 £227.98
CBB217C 7 dr cabinet £279.00 £346.80 £334.80

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM

WAS £466.80 inc.VAT

£379.00

£454.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM

WAS £238.80 inc.VAT

£189.99

£227.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£139.00

£166.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT PRICE CUT 

NOW ONLY

WAS £298.80 inc.VAT

£209.98

£251.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRICE CUT NOW 
FROM ONLY

WAS £80.39 inc.VAT

£64.99

£77.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

# WAS £111.58 inc.VAT
* WAS £45.59 inc.VAT
# WAS £87.59 inc.VAT

HULK

WET
& DRY 
VACUUM
CLEANERS

Compact, high 
performance wet & dry 
vacuum cleaners for 
use around the home, 
workshop, garage etc. CVAC20P

PRICE CUT 
DOUBLE

WAS £75.59 inc.VAT

£59.98

£71.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£46.99

£56.39 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

 ELECTRIC HEATERS

DEVIL 
2850

MODEL
VOLT-
AGE

HEAT 
OUTPUT

exc.
VAT

 WAS
inc.VAT

inc.
VAT

DEVIL 2850 230V 2.8kW £42.99 – £51.59
DEVIL 7003 230V 3kW £67.99 £83.98 £81.59
DEVIL 7005 400V 5kW £89.98 £117.59 £107.98
DEVIL 7009 400V 9kW £149.98 – £179.98
DEVIL 7015 400V 15kW £219.98 – £263.98

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£42.99

£51.59 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

DEVIL 
7003

 DRYWALL SANDERS

 Ideal for dry sanding 
& smoothing hard to 

reach areas 

DRILL 
PRESSES
Range of precision 

 DRYWALL SANDERS

 Ideal for dry sanding 
& smoothing hard to 

AVAILABLE IN

230
&

 Ideal for dry sanding 

&

110
VOLT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£109.00

£130.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

DUST 
EXTRACTION 

OUTLET

DWS225LR

SDSSDS

BIG
125LTR
bucket

CON850B RECIPROCATING 
SAW (230V)

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£56.99

£68.39 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

CON750 JIGSAW
ONLY

DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£31.99

£38.39 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ROTARY 
HAMMER 
DRILLS

CBS2

BELT 
SANDERS

CONSN18LIC 
18V LI-ION 
STAPLER/NAILER 
WITH 1X2.0AH 
BATTERY

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£129.98

£155.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

BEST
SELLER

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£49.98

£59.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£89.98

£107.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

TURBO AIR 
COMPRESSORS

Superb range ideal for DIY, 
hobby & semi-professional use

TIGER 
16/1050

Model Motor CFM Tank exc.VAT inc.VAT
8/260 2HP 7 24ltr £119.98 £143.98
11/550 2.5HP 9.3 50ltr £179.98 £215.98
16/550 3HP 14.5 50ltr £249.00 £298.80
16/1050 3HP 14.5 100ltr £309.00 £370.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£119.98

£143.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

  BARNSLEY Pontefract Rd, Barnsley, S71 1EZ 01226 732297
B’HAM GREAT BARR 4 Birmingham Rd. 0121 358 7977
B’HAM HAY MILLS 1152 Coventry Rd, Hay Mills  0121 7713433
BOLTON 1 Thynne St. BL3 6BD 01204 365799
BRADFORD 105-107 Manningham Lane. BD1 3BN 01274 390962
BRIGHTON 123 Lewes Rd, BN2 3QB 01273 915999
BRISTOL 1-3 Church Rd, Lawrence Hill. BS5 9JJ 0117 935 1060
BURTON UPON TRENT 12a Lichfi eld St. DE14 3QZ 01283 564 708
CAMBRIDGE 181-183 Histon Road, Cambridge. CB4 3HL 01223 322675
CARDIFF 44-46 City Rd. CF24 3DN 029 2046 5424
CARLISLE 85 London Rd. CA1 2LG 01228 591666
CHELTENHAM 84 Fairview Road. GL52 2EH 01242 514 402
CHESTER 43-45 St. James Street. CH1 3EY 01244 311258
COLCHESTER 4 North Station Rd. CO1 1RE 01206 762831
COVENTRY Bishop St. CV1 1HT 024 7622 4227
CROYDON 423-427 Brighton Rd, Sth Croydon 020 8763 0640
DARLINGTON 214 Northgate. DL1 1RB 01325 380 841
DEAL (KENT) 182-186 High St. CT14 6BQ 01304 373 434
DERBY Derwent St. DE1 2ED 01332 290 931
DONCASTER Wheatley Hall Road 01302 245 999
DUNDEE 24-26 Trades Lane. DD1 3ET 01382 225 140
EDINBURGH 163-171 Piersfi eld Terrace  0131 659 5919

EXETER 16 Trusham Rd. EX2 8QG 01392 256 744
GATESHEAD 50 Lobley Hill Rd. NE8 4YJ 0191 493 2520
GLASGOW 280 Gt Western Rd. G4 9EJ 0141 332 9231
GLOUCESTER 221A Barton St. GL1 4HY 01452 417 948
GRIMSBY ELLIS WAY, DN32 9BD 01472 354435
HULL 8-10 Holderness Rd. HU9 1EG 01482 223161
ILFORD 746-748 Eastern Ave. IG2 7HU 0208 518 4286
IPSWICH Unit 1 Ipswich Trade Centre, Commercial Road 01473 221253
LEEDS 227-229 Kirkstall Rd. LS4 2AS 0113 231 0400
LEICESTER 69 Melton Rd. LE4 6PN 0116 261 0688
LINCOLN Unit 5. The Pelham Centre. LN5 8HG 01522 543 036
LIVERPOOL 80-88 London Rd. L3 5NF 0151 709 4484
LONDON CATFORD 289/291 Southend Lane SE6 3RS 0208 695 5684   
LONDON 6 Kendal Parade, Edmonton N18 020 8803 0861
LONDON 503-507 Lea Bridge Rd. Leyton, E10 020 8558 8284
LUTON Unit 1, 326 Dunstable Rd, Luton LU4 8JS 01582 728 063
MAIDSTONE 57 Upper Stone St. ME15 6HE 01622 769 572         
MANCHESTER ALTRINCHAM 71 Manchester Rd. Altrincham 0161 9412 666
MANCHESTER CENTRAL 209 Bury New Road M8 8DU 0161 241 1851   
MANCHESTER OPENSHAW Unit 5, Tower Mill, Ashton Old Rd 0161 223 8376   
MANSFIELD 169 Chesterfi eld Rd. South 01623 622160
MIDDLESBROUGH Mandale Triangle, Thornaby 01642 677881

NORWICH 282a Heigham St. NR2 4LZ 01603 766402
NORTHAMPTON Beckett Retail Park, St James’ Mill Rd 01604 267840
NOTTINGHAM 211 Lower Parliament St. 0115 956 1811
PETERBOROUGH 417 Lincoln Rd. Millfi eld 01733 311770
PLYMOUTH 58-64 Embankment Rd. PL4 9HY 01752 254050
POOLE 137-139 Bournemouth Rd. Parkstone 01202 717913
PORTSMOUTH 277-283 Copnor Rd. Copnor 023 9265 4777
PRESTON 53 Blackpool Rd. PR2 6BU 01772 703263
SHEFFIELD 453 London Rd. Heeley. S2 4HJ 0114 258 0831
SIDCUP 13 Blackfen Parade, Blackfen Rd  0208 3042069
SOUTHAMPTON 516-518 Portswood Rd. 023 8055 7788
SOUTHEND 1139-1141 London Rd. Leigh on Sea  01702 483 742
STOKE-ON-TRENT 382-396 Waterloo Rd. Hanley 01782 287321
SUNDERLAND 13-15 Ryhope Rd. Grangetown 0191 510 8773
SWANSEA 7 Samlet Rd. Llansamlet. SA7 9AG 01792 792969
SWINDON 21 Victoria Rd. SN1 3AW 01793 491717
TWICKENHAM 83-85 Heath Rd.TW1 4AW 020 8892 9117
WARRINGTON Unit 3, Hawley’s Trade Pk.  01925 630 937
WIGAN 2 Harrison Street, WN5 9AU 01942 323 785  
WOLVERHAMPTON Parkfi eld Rd. Bilston 01902 494186
WORCESTER 48a Upper Tything. WR1 1JZ 01905 723451

 VISIT YOUR LOCAL SUPERSTORE Open Mon-Fri 8.30-6.00, Sat 8.30-5.30, Sun 10.00-4.00
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determine the number of air purifiers Þou 
will need within your home.

HOW CAN I ENSURE PROPER VENTILATION 
& AIR CIRCULATION WHILE USING AN AIR 
PURIFIER?
/o balance air purification and 
ventilation, consider integrating air 
purifiers into Þour �6AC ­�eatin}, 
6entilation, and Air Conditionin}® sÞstem° 
*lace portable purifiers strate}icallÞ in 
areas with hi}h traffic°

HOW CAN AIR PURIFIERS HELP MITIGATE 
SPECIFIC POLLUTANTS IN NEW BUILDS?
7ith new deÛelopments, there are 
manÞ Ûolatile or}anic compounds ­6"Cs® 
that can be found in the air of a new 
building, from materials that have been 
used, such as paint, glue, and chemicals 
from new carpets. Alternatively, dust 
particles in the air during the build can 
linger in the air. 

/hese harmful 6"Cs and odours can 
be destroÞed with a filterless ionisin} 
air purifier whereas a �
*A filter purifier 
can take longer, but does not guarantee 
that the 6"Cs will be eliminated° An air 
purifier helps to reduce dust particles 
that are in the air and can either capture 
them if the purifier has a filter which will 

lead to re}ularlÞ chan}in} the filter and 
exposure to the dust or for the dust to 
be turned into H2" if usin} a filterless 
purifier with ionisation technolo}Þ°

�f anÞone is chan}in} the filter, we 
would strongly recommend that a mask 
is worn to protect yourself against 
contaminants that are in the air. Many 
dangerous contaminants are exposed 
into the air from the filter which has built 
up over time, including bacteria that can 
multiplÞ and mutate on these filters° 

/he person who is chan}in} the filter 
is at risk of breathing this into their lungs 
and damaging their health, which can 
cause long term problems. This is why 
we would advise choosing an ionising 
sÞstem without filters as opposed to 
a filtered air purifier, to reduce the 
maintenance and health risks and also to 
reduce ongoing costs, as you don’t have 
to purchase expensiÛe filters to ensure 
Þour sÞstem is wor�in} efficientlÞ°

WHAT MAINTENANCE IS REQUIRED 
FOR AIR PURIFICATION SYSTEMS,
& HOW OFTEN DO THEY NEED TO 
BE REPLACED?
Maintenance requirements vary, but 
generally, regular cleaning of the 
pre�filter and replacement of �
*A 

and actiÛated carbon filters is necessarÞ° 
This is why we would suggest choosing 
a sÞstem without filters to reduce the 
maintenance and ongoing costs, as 
you don’t have to purchase expensive 
filters to ensure Þour sÞstem is wor�in} 
efficientlÞ°

CAN AIR PURIFIERS HELP WITH ALLERGENS 
& IMPROVE INDOOR AIR QUALITY IN MY 
SELF-BUILD HOME?
Depending on the system you are using, 
you should anticipate the system should 
remove all harmful allergens eliminating 
bacteria, Ûiruses includin} CoÛid�£�, 

° coli, -almonella, 6"Cs, mould and 
odours ensuring clean air. The combined 
effects of ambient air pollution and 
household air pollution are associated 
with 6.7 million premature deaths 
annuallÞ ­7�" ÓäÓÓ®° 

Certain air purifiers haÛe the capabilitÞ 
and scientific research behind them to 
demonstrate how they can help relieve 
symptoms of hay fever and allergens, 
and even help reduce symptoms of 
asthma within an indoor environment. 
Choosin} them means interior spaces 
that are safer for you and your family.

Jay Vitale is CEO at Air For Life

ASK THE EXPERT

We would advise choosing an ionising system without 
�lters, as opposed to a �ltered air puri�er, to reduce 
the maintenance and health risks 
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When you think of ‘home,’ what 
comes to mind? For many 
people, a home is a safe haven. 

It is a place where you can take off your 
shoes, relax and unwind with friends and 
family. In fact, our homes experience it 
all – from long, hot showers in the 
bathroom to chilling out in the living 
room or socialising with friends in the 
kitchen/diner. 

With this in mind, when it comes to 
choosing a colour scheme for your home, 
it is important to assess each space 
individually. You need to think about the 
positioning of the room – is it north or 
south facing, how you use the space, 
and more importantly, how you want to 

feel when you’re in the room. These are 
essential factors to consider, as colours 
can not only look different in various 
light, but they can also evoke a range of 
emotions and moods. 

So, what colours should you choose for 
each area of a home? Of course, there 
is no firm rule about what shades should 
be used where. However, here’s some 
inspiration for the type of colours you 
should be considering.

HALLWAYS
�et½s start with the first impression° 
�allwaÞs are often the first room we 
enter and as such, these spaces should 
be welcoming, and provide you with that 
‘and…relax’ feeling that you want, when 
you return home from a long day at work, 
a fun day out or a holiday. When it comes 
to choosing colour for hallways, there are 
two routes you could explore. You could 
opt for warmer shades which will provide 
a comforting welcome, or you could 
choose more uplifting colours that bring 
a sense of joy and friendliness.

KITCHEN/DINER
Depending on what colour scheme you 
choose for the hallway, you may want 
to extend this through to the kitchen/

diner to proÛide a coherent and yuid 
design. Alternatively, you may want to 
change the shades used, but remain 
within the same colour palette. For 
example, if you select a yellow shade for 
the hallway, which exudes optimism, you 
may want to choose a complementing 
colour such as greys to provide a more 
mature aesthetic. 

BEDROOMS
When it comes to bedrooms, we all want 
to create our very own sleep sanctuary 
– and this can be achieved in multiple 
ways. Selecting warm shades, such as 
neutral biscuit hues, dusty pink shades, 
or even colours that are reminiscent 
of seascapes, woodlands, or an awe-
inspiring sky, will help to ‘cocoon’ 

Whether building a house from scratch or 
renovating a period property, choosing colour is 
intrinsic to creating the spaces you desire. Dawn 
Scott of Dulux Trade explains how to create 
a colour scheme which closelÞ reyects Þour 
personality and lifestyle

OPEN UP 
YOUR HOME 
TO A WORLD 
OF COLOUR

HOME STYLING

Home Styling_Dulux.indd   2 20/11/2023   14:34

the room, and provide a sense of 
belonging. However, for those who want 
to dramatise the space, choosing dark 
shades like a rich blue will certainly add 
depth and a touch of luxury – especially 
when paired with lighter, more tactile 
soft furnishings. 

HOME OFFICES
Since the pandemic, more people than 
ever are hybrid working, which means 
there is a rise in the creation of home 
offices° "ne trend that is ta�in} the 
office world bÞ storm is biophilic desi}n° 
Biophilic design is a concept that seeks 
to connect building occupants more 
closely to nature and the great outdoors. 
In fact, biophilic design can help to, 
improve your mood and make you feel 

calmer and more relaxed overall. As 
such, choosing shades that can be found 
in nature, such as yuid }reen and blue 
hues for a home office can help to brin} 
the outside in.

USING THE COLOUR OF THE YEAR
There are many colours available on 
the market to help personalise your 
home. However, Dulux recently 
announced its Colour of the Year 2024, 
and its three supporting colour palettes, 
which will provide you with a wealth of 
colour inspiration.

Colour of the Year for 2024 is Sweet 
EmbraceTM – a delicate, optimistic, 
and modern tone that is understated 
and comforting and brings a sense of 
stability and softness to a space. To 

complement Sweet EmbraceTM, three 
versatile colour palettes have also 
been developed: a Warm palette for 
comforting spaces; a Calm palette for 
quiet spaces; and an Uplifting palette to 
create friendly spaces. 

WHAT TYPE OF PAINT SHOULD YOU 
CHOOSE FOR YOUR HOME?
Colour aside, when it comes to deciding 
on what type of paint you should opt 
for, it’s best to look for a product that is 
highly durable for areas such as hallways, 
kitchens, and dining rooms. For areas 
such as bedrooms and offices, a ÛinÞl 
matt is the perfect choice.

Dawn Scott is senior colour designer at 
Dulux Trade

Home Styling_Dulux.indd   3 20/11/2023   14:34
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When you think of ‘home,’ what 
comes to mind? For many 
people, a home is a safe haven. 

It is a place where you can take off your 
shoes, relax and unwind with friends and 
family. In fact, our homes experience it 
all – from long, hot showers in the 
bathroom to chilling out in the living 
room or socialising with friends in the 
kitchen/diner. 

With this in mind, when it comes to 
choosing a colour scheme for your home, 
it is important to assess each space 
individually. You need to think about the 
positioning of the room – is it north or 
south facing, how you use the space, 
and more importantly, how you want to 

feel when you’re in the room. These are 
essential factors to consider, as colours 
can not only look different in various 
light, but they can also evoke a range of 
emotions and moods. 

So, what colours should you choose for 
each area of a home? Of course, there 
is no firm rule about what shades should 
be used where. However, here’s some 
inspiration for the type of colours you 
should be considering.

HALLWAYS
�et½s start with the first impression° 
�allwaÞs are often the first room we 
enter and as such, these spaces should 
be welcoming, and provide you with that 
‘and…relax’ feeling that you want, when 
you return home from a long day at work, 
a fun day out or a holiday. When it comes 
to choosing colour for hallways, there are 
two routes you could explore. You could 
opt for warmer shades which will provide 
a comforting welcome, or you could 
choose more uplifting colours that bring 
a sense of joy and friendliness.

KITCHEN/DINER
Depending on what colour scheme you 
choose for the hallway, you may want 
to extend this through to the kitchen/

diner to proÛide a coherent and yuid 
design. Alternatively, you may want to 
change the shades used, but remain 
within the same colour palette. For 
example, if you select a yellow shade for 
the hallway, which exudes optimism, you 
may want to choose a complementing 
colour such as greys to provide a more 
mature aesthetic. 

BEDROOMS
When it comes to bedrooms, we all want 
to create our very own sleep sanctuary 
– and this can be achieved in multiple 
ways. Selecting warm shades, such as 
neutral biscuit hues, dusty pink shades, 
or even colours that are reminiscent 
of seascapes, woodlands, or an awe-
inspiring sky, will help to ‘cocoon’ 

Whether building a house from scratch or 
renovating a period property, choosing colour is 
intrinsic to creating the spaces you desire. Dawn 
Scott of Dulux Trade explains how to create 
a colour scheme which closelÞ reyects Þour 
personality and lifestyle

OPEN UP 
YOUR HOME 
TO A WORLD 
OF COLOUR

HOME STYLING
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the room, and provide a sense of 
belonging. However, for those who want 
to dramatise the space, choosing dark 
shades like a rich blue will certainly add 
depth and a touch of luxury – especially 
when paired with lighter, more tactile 
soft furnishings. 

HOME OFFICES
Since the pandemic, more people than 
ever are hybrid working, which means 
there is a rise in the creation of home 
offices° "ne trend that is ta�in} the 
office world bÞ storm is biophilic desi}n° 
Biophilic design is a concept that seeks 
to connect building occupants more 
closely to nature and the great outdoors. 
In fact, biophilic design can help to, 
improve your mood and make you feel 

calmer and more relaxed overall. As 
such, choosing shades that can be found 
in nature, such as yuid }reen and blue 
hues for a home office can help to brin} 
the outside in.

USING THE COLOUR OF THE YEAR
There are many colours available on 
the market to help personalise your 
home. However, Dulux recently 
announced its Colour of the Year 2024, 
and its three supporting colour palettes, 
which will provide you with a wealth of 
colour inspiration.

Colour of the Year for 2024 is Sweet 
EmbraceTM – a delicate, optimistic, 
and modern tone that is understated 
and comforting and brings a sense of 
stability and softness to a space. To 

complement Sweet EmbraceTM, three 
versatile colour palettes have also 
been developed: a Warm palette for 
comforting spaces; a Calm palette for 
quiet spaces; and an Uplifting palette to 
create friendly spaces. 

WHAT TYPE OF PAINT SHOULD YOU 
CHOOSE FOR YOUR HOME?
Colour aside, when it comes to deciding 
on what type of paint you should opt 
for, it’s best to look for a product that is 
highly durable for areas such as hallways, 
kitchens, and dining rooms. For areas 
such as bedrooms and offices, a ÛinÞl 
matt is the perfect choice.

Dawn Scott is senior colour designer at 
Dulux Trade
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A home’s outdoor space serves as a private 
sanctuary, offering an opportunity to step outside 
and immerse yourself in nature. With that in mind, 
explore our curated selection of exterior products 
which we hope will inspire you and infuse character 
into your outdoor haven

EXTERIOR 
INSPIRATION:
Outdoor Living

1 2

_Exterior Inspiration [Subbed].indd   2 20/11/2023   12:25

1. This beautifully presented straight 
Vantage Outdoor Kitchen from Grillo
has everything you need to get the 
party started. From the built-in fridge 
and sink to the shelves to hold the drinks, 
this striking kitchen looks well-appointed 
for the next social gathering; even the 
dog agrees! Price: £9300.
www.grilloliving.com

2. The Charlie Oven in Honeycomb by 
Cheeky Charlie Oven Company Ltd is 
a BBQ, a smoker, a charcoal oven, and 
a piââa oÛen° �t½s an infi nitelÞ better waÞ 
to cook outdoors, with proper, profes-
sional-grade materials, the oven is built 
to last and work in snow, rain, or shine. 
Price: £5250.
www.charlieoven.com

3. The Langley Corner Set by Daro 
(Trading) Ltd has been designed to 
add some drama to any large patio. 
Created usin} a chun�Þ £ä mm raffi a 
weave and bordered with a powder 
coated, all weather aluminium frame, this 
furniture set is perfect for entertaining 
family and friends. Price: £3915.
www.daro-cane.co.uk

4. Made from high-quality wood and 
dark matte metal, the Taymar Sofa by 
Sweetpea & Willow sofa features a 
plush seat and backrest upholstered in 
your choice of bespoke fabric. In the 
summer months, soak up the sun and 
spend your days enjoying the good 
weather outdoors. Price: £2360.
www.sweetpeaandwillow.com 

5. Add a touch of style and luxury to 
your outdoor entertaining area with the 
Hawaii Wave 2000 W Free Standing 
Patio Heater from Lime Lace. The heater 
has a stylish, circular design that is ideal 
for ensuring 360° focused heat coverage, 
which guarantees to keep your guests 
toasty warm. Price: £649.
www.limelace.co.uk

6. The Adezz Corten Steel Gas Firepit
by Garden House Design is }as fi red 
and stores the gas bottle neatly away. 
Starting out as ‘blue’ steel, once corten 
steel is exposed to the elements it will 
naturally weather over time and develop 
a protective layer of rust, producing a 
distinctive orange colour. Price: £934.
www.gardenhousedesign.co.uk
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5

6

4
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The way we use our homes has 
chan}ed si}nificantlÞ in the past 
three Þears° /he pandemic made 

home and wor� life collide with each 
other in new waÞs, and the need for 
separate wor� and entertainin} spaces 
remains eÛen now the pandemic is 
behind us° /his means that the open�plan 
laÞout that was coÛeted for decades is 
fallin} out of faÛour° 

�n fact, nearlÞ a µuarter of homeowners 
in the 1� saÞ theÞ½d li�e to reconfi}ure 
their home to better suit their needs° 
-o, Þou½re not alone if Þou½Ûe fallen out 
of loÛe with open�plan liÛin}°

�nstead, families increasin}lÞ need 
separate âones that can perform 
different functions to suit their lifestÞles° 
/his mi}ht include an entertainin} 
space, a home office, or eÛen a }Þm° As 
a result, we are seein} the rise of ¼bro�en 
plan liÛin}½ q yexible laÞouts which are 
diÛided into separate, priÛate spaces but 
which can be opened easilÞ to create 
extra space° 

�oweÛer, this mustn½t come at the 
expense of natural li}ht, which we 
�now is essential for our mental and 
phÞsical wellbein}° 

�lass doors or partitions are a 
}reat solution, offerin} priÛacÞ and 
soundproofin} without bloc�in} natural 
li}ht li�e solid walls, and are }rowin} 
in popularitÞ due to their stÞle and 
yexibilitÞ° /here are internal doors on 
the mar�et for example that are bespo�e 
and offer seÛeral confi}uration options 
to help families diÛide rooms, or eÛen 
create a whole new room° *lus, Þou 
haÛe the option to either ma�e them 
with Ûertical or horiâontal bars which can 
create the classic �eor}ian�stÞle loo� 

that neÛer }oes out of stÞle° 
	espo�e internal }laâed doors can also 

accommodate frosted or ¼reeded½ }lass 
for added priÛacÞ, or to dis}uise clutter, 
which is ideal for use in bathrooms or 
utilitÞ rooms° �or hi}h�traffic areas, 
consider addin} �ic�plates to minimise 
scratches when openin} and closin} the 
doors when hands are full°

/he cost of an internal }laâed wall 
or door depends on the µualitÞ of the 
product and the material it½s made from° 
/he ultra�traditional steel options loo� 
fantastic, but often come with a hi}h 
price�point° A more affordable option 
is products made from aluminiumÆ 
these still offer a slee� aesthetic and 
the robustness to handle eÛerÞdaÞ life, 

but are at a more affordable price° 
*lus, aluminium is inherentlÞ li}htwei}ht, 
ma�in} the doors easier to operate°

Ben Brocklesby is the director of Origin

	en 	roc�lesbÞ of "ri}in offers his adÛice to self�builders loo�in} to create 
more functional yoor plans, which moÛe awaÞ from open�plan to ¼bro�en�plan½ 

Open to alternatives to 
open-plan living

Glass doors or partitions are a great solution, 
offering privacy and soundproo�ng without blocking 
natural light like solid walls

COMMENT: THE WINDOW VIEW
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Sally and David bought their Edwardian mid-
terrace home in 2018. The couple loved 
the property and its location in Greater 

London, but with two small boys, the house was 
be}innin} to fill with all the clutter of familÞ life° 
Rather than move, however, the couple decided 
to extend.

“It’s a lovely house, but the side return was 
just dead space and became a dumping ground 
for the �ids½ stuff,» explains -allÞ°

Even when they bought their home, Sally and 
�aÛid �new some form of buildin} wor� was 
li�elÞ, as the house alreadÞ had a tÞpical older, 
single-storey extension to the rear that wasn’t up 
to the demands of modern familÞ life°

º/he �itchen stuc� out, it was ÛerÞ old and had 
the original aluminium double glazing. It was 
functional, but there was no space to sit,» saÞs 

Sally. The couple met their architects Ester Corti 
and Andrew �itchell of �ondon�based practice 
�itchell and Corti, throu}h friends ºwho raÛed 
about them°» -allÞ and �aÛid reallÞ li�ed the 
practice, and how theÞ focus on inexpensiÛe, 
out�of�the�ordinarÞ desi}n solutions° /heir 
enthusiasm led them to commission 
ster for the 
desi}n of a new addition to their home°

-allÞ and �ensen½s brief was for a side and rear 
}round yoor extension to add familÞ space and 
turn the terraced house into a long-term home. 
The property had some interesting challenges, 
including being situated on a road which slopes 
downhill ­ma�in} one nei}hbour hi}her than 
the other), as well as a change in levels between 
the front reception rooms and the rear }arden° 
-allÞ, who wanted lots of li}ht in the new 
extension, had her heart set on wide bi�fold 

-allÞ and �aÛid �ensen loÛe their 
dwardian home, so theÞ found extra space 
for their }rowin} familÞ with a cleÛer rear extension
TEXT ALEXANDRA PRATT IMAGES LUKE WELLER/MITCHELL & CORTI

SEEING THE LIGHT
CASE STUDY
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doors, but º
ster tal�ed us out of that, as we½re 
south�facin} ­at the bac�® and we would �ust 
oÛerheat° �nstead, we haÛe off�set double doors, 
s�Þli}hts, and a lar}e, fixed window with a 
seat underneath°»

The result is a lovely, welcoming space, with 
a vaulted ceiling, an asymmetrical pitched 
roof, and s�Þli}hts the familÞ can open for 
ventilation. The exterior is clad in charred larch, 
which contrasts with the original Edwardian 
bric� facade° /he interior stÞle reyects the 
contemporary architecture yet is sympathetic to 
the original building.

º7ith extensions, Þou haÛe a choice of either 
ma�in} it seamless, or ma�in} a statement, and 
that½s what we chose,» saÞs -allÞ°

/he most stri�in} aspect of the desi}n is 
the off�centre pitch, ma�in} one side of the 
extension lower than the other. This addressed 
one of the �eÞ challen}es, which was boundarÞ 
height restrictions.

º7hat 
ster did with the roof was ÛerÞ cleÛer,» 
says Sally. “It’s a nice way to deal with the 
slope°» /he Ûaulted ceilin} means not onlÞ is 
there plentÞ of headroom inside the extension 
but also a sense of airiness° /his is enhanced 
bÞ the strate}icallÞ placed s�Þli}hts ­the smaller 
ones are from 6elux and the lar}er ones are 
bespo�e®, which let in both earlÞ mornin} and 
evening light.

/he leÛels also chan}e from front to bac�, and 
originally, there were two large concrete steps 
between the �itchen and the }arden° Apart from 

being unattractive, they also presented a danger 
for the couple½s two small boÞs and created a 
sense of bein} ¼cut off½ from the outside space° 
Ester solved this by putting in new steps going 
down between the sittin} room and the �itchen 
extension° /his allows for }reater ceilin} hei}ht 
in the extension, which, in turn, opens straight 
into the }arden° º� was reluctant at first, but 
actuallÞ it wor�s,» saÞs -allÞ°

/he choice of charred larch as claddin} on the 
outside of the extension was also bold° Almost 
blac� in colour, the process of charrin} timber 
to create the effect is an ancient �apanese 
techniµue, �nown as ¼-hou�su}i�ban½° /his 
techniµue has lots of practical adÛanta}es, 
including not requiring any maintenance. It 
doesn’t even need to be sealed, as the carbon 
outer laÞer protects the wood, �ust li�e a stain or 
Ûarnish° º� wor� in financial serÛices,» saÞs -allÞ° 
º-o, � had limited ima}ination for this, but � }ot 
a sample, which � li�ed° �t½s weatherin} nicelÞ, but 
for us, the �eÞ feature was the minimal up�eep°»

The Shou-sugi-ban method is also 
enÛironmentallÞ friendlÞ, as there are no 
chemicals inÛolÛed, �ust fire° �n fact, eÛen 
competent DIY builders can achieve a good 
result, using minimal equipment, although 
most, li�e the �ensens, order the claddin} 
already treated. Charred wood is also naturally 
resistant to both weather and insects. The 
timber doesn’t rot, even in damp conditions 
and at the other extreme, it also has good 
leÛels of fire retardancÞ° �or manÞ self�builders 

ADVICE FOR
SELF-BUILDERS
“Invest time in the layout 
of the �itchen q we did on 
this build, and the result 
reallÞ wor�s°»

“We were novices and it 
is important to loo� for 
advice and guidance. 

ster has a �een eÞe for 
the aesthetic details°»

Larch House_Alexandra Pratt.indd   4 16/11/2023   16:11

however, the best thing about Shou-sugi-ban 
is the appearance, as it enhances the beautÞ of 
the timber by raising the grain. The distinctive 
colour ­which can ÛarÞ®, also wor�s with both 
contemporary and more rustic designs.

Ester says that they chose to clad the 
extension in dar� charred timber ºto ensure 
lon}eÛitÞ, and minimal maintenance°» /heÞ 
also wanted to avoid any issues around 
discolouration that can occur when using a 
pale timber° º7e wanted to ac�nowled}e the 
contemporarÞ nature of this addition to the 
house bÞ usin} a material distinctlÞ different 
from those of the host buildin}°»

The Jensens hired a main contractor to 
carrÞ out the buildin} wor�s, and theÞ were 
ºamaâin},» saÞs -allÞ° A	, Contractors built the 
extension, usin} masonrÞ construction before 
attachin} the claddin}° /he firm also renoÛated 
the bathrooms and made changes to the 
plumbin} sÞstem° 7ith four people in the familÞ, 
-allÞ and �aÛid opted for a new ¼�e}alyo½ 
central heatin} sÞstem° /his sÞstem q 
mainlÞ a steel stora}e cÞlinder q mimics the 
pressure of the water mains, ensurin} reliable 
and constant hot water throughout the home, 
even when a second tap or shower is running 
elsewhere.

 aturallÞ, with so much buildin} wor� }oin} 
on, the couple did consider fittin} underyoor 
heatin}, but decided a}ainst it for two reasonsÆ 
cost and concerns about access for repairs, 
should anything go wrong. In the end, Sally 

chose column-style period radiators, which she 
describes as ºa nice brid}e» between the old 
and the new parts of the house° -uccessfullÞ 
mer}in} the old and new was a si}nificant part 
of the pro�ect°

“The new extension would add space both to 
the side and the rear of the propertÞ,» saÞs 
ster° 
º�t would also create an open plan feel and 
connection to the more formal liÛin} rooms at 
the front of the house°»

7ithin the extension itself, there is a utilitÞ 
room, a coat cupboard, a �itchen with a lar}e 
island, full�hei}ht pantrÞ cupboards on one side, 
a sideboard, a dining area, a window seat, and 
an informal loun}e and /6 area with a sofa° 
7ithin all this, the �itchen is the focal point of 
not just the extension, but the entire house.

º� thin� it is possible to }et carried awaÞ with 
the aesthetics in a �itchen, but it needs stora}e,» 
saÞs -allÞ° º7ith �ids Þou alwaÞs need more 
stora}e, and � was ÛerÞ specific with 
ster oÛer 
this° 7e bou}ht a whiteboard and wor�shopped 
ideas to}ether°»

-allÞ and �aÛid bou}ht their �itchen from 
supplier DIY Kitchens, which they describe as 
ºsuper°» /he cabinetrÞ has a yat panel and 
modern doors, and the wor�top is composite 
µuartâ from -urfaceco° /he �ensens chose this 
product as it is far more hard�wearin} and familÞ�
friendlÞ than its pricier riÛal, marble° �atchin} 
wall and pendant li}ht fittin}s ma�e the desi}n 
feel eÛen more cohesiÛe and complement 
the neutral colours. With an induction hob, 
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which contrasts with the original Edwardian 
bric� facade° /he interior stÞle reyects the 
contemporary architecture yet is sympathetic to 
the original building.

º7ith extensions, Þou haÛe a choice of either 
ma�in} it seamless, or ma�in} a statement, and 
that½s what we chose,» saÞs -allÞ°

/he most stri�in} aspect of the desi}n is 
the off�centre pitch, ma�in} one side of the 
extension lower than the other. This addressed 
one of the �eÞ challen}es, which was boundarÞ 
height restrictions.

º7hat 
ster did with the roof was ÛerÞ cleÛer,» 
says Sally. “It’s a nice way to deal with the 
slope°» /he Ûaulted ceilin} means not onlÞ is 
there plentÞ of headroom inside the extension 
but also a sense of airiness° /his is enhanced 
bÞ the strate}icallÞ placed s�Þli}hts ­the smaller 
ones are from 6elux and the lar}er ones are 
bespo�e®, which let in both earlÞ mornin} and 
evening light.

/he leÛels also chan}e from front to bac�, and 
originally, there were two large concrete steps 
between the �itchen and the }arden° Apart from 

being unattractive, they also presented a danger 
for the couple½s two small boÞs and created a 
sense of bein} ¼cut off½ from the outside space° 
Ester solved this by putting in new steps going 
down between the sittin} room and the �itchen 
extension° /his allows for }reater ceilin} hei}ht 
in the extension, which, in turn, opens straight 
into the }arden° º� was reluctant at first, but 
actuallÞ it wor�s,» saÞs -allÞ°

/he choice of charred larch as claddin} on the 
outside of the extension was also bold° Almost 
blac� in colour, the process of charrin} timber 
to create the effect is an ancient �apanese 
techniµue, �nown as ¼-hou�su}i�ban½° /his 
techniµue has lots of practical adÛanta}es, 
including not requiring any maintenance. It 
doesn’t even need to be sealed, as the carbon 
outer laÞer protects the wood, �ust li�e a stain or 
Ûarnish° º� wor� in financial serÛices,» saÞs -allÞ° 
º-o, � had limited ima}ination for this, but � }ot 
a sample, which � li�ed° �t½s weatherin} nicelÞ, but 
for us, the �eÞ feature was the minimal up�eep°»

The Shou-sugi-ban method is also 
enÛironmentallÞ friendlÞ, as there are no 
chemicals inÛolÛed, �ust fire° �n fact, eÛen 
competent DIY builders can achieve a good 
result, using minimal equipment, although 
most, li�e the �ensens, order the claddin} 
already treated. Charred wood is also naturally 
resistant to both weather and insects. The 
timber doesn’t rot, even in damp conditions 
and at the other extreme, it also has good 
leÛels of fire retardancÞ° �or manÞ self�builders 

ADVICE FOR
SELF-BUILDERS
“Invest time in the layout 
of the �itchen q we did on 
this build, and the result 
reallÞ wor�s°»

“We were novices and it 
is important to loo� for 
advice and guidance. 

ster has a �een eÞe for 
the aesthetic details°»
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however, the best thing about Shou-sugi-ban 
is the appearance, as it enhances the beautÞ of 
the timber by raising the grain. The distinctive 
colour ­which can ÛarÞ®, also wor�s with both 
contemporary and more rustic designs.

Ester says that they chose to clad the 
extension in dar� charred timber ºto ensure 
lon}eÛitÞ, and minimal maintenance°» /heÞ 
also wanted to avoid any issues around 
discolouration that can occur when using a 
pale timber° º7e wanted to ac�nowled}e the 
contemporarÞ nature of this addition to the 
house bÞ usin} a material distinctlÞ different 
from those of the host buildin}°»

The Jensens hired a main contractor to 
carrÞ out the buildin} wor�s, and theÞ were 
ºamaâin},» saÞs -allÞ° A	, Contractors built the 
extension, usin} masonrÞ construction before 
attachin} the claddin}° /he firm also renoÛated 
the bathrooms and made changes to the 
plumbin} sÞstem° 7ith four people in the familÞ, 
-allÞ and �aÛid opted for a new ¼�e}alyo½ 
central heatin} sÞstem° /his sÞstem q 
mainlÞ a steel stora}e cÞlinder q mimics the 
pressure of the water mains, ensurin} reliable 
and constant hot water throughout the home, 
even when a second tap or shower is running 
elsewhere.

 aturallÞ, with so much buildin} wor� }oin} 
on, the couple did consider fittin} underyoor 
heatin}, but decided a}ainst it for two reasonsÆ 
cost and concerns about access for repairs, 
should anything go wrong. In the end, Sally 

chose column-style period radiators, which she 
describes as ºa nice brid}e» between the old 
and the new parts of the house° -uccessfullÞ 
mer}in} the old and new was a si}nificant part 
of the pro�ect°

“The new extension would add space both to 
the side and the rear of the propertÞ,» saÞs 
ster° 
º�t would also create an open plan feel and 
connection to the more formal liÛin} rooms at 
the front of the house°»

7ithin the extension itself, there is a utilitÞ 
room, a coat cupboard, a �itchen with a lar}e 
island, full�hei}ht pantrÞ cupboards on one side, 
a sideboard, a dining area, a window seat, and 
an informal loun}e and /6 area with a sofa° 
7ithin all this, the �itchen is the focal point of 
not just the extension, but the entire house.

º� thin� it is possible to }et carried awaÞ with 
the aesthetics in a �itchen, but it needs stora}e,» 
saÞs -allÞ° º7ith �ids Þou alwaÞs need more 
stora}e, and � was ÛerÞ specific with 
ster oÛer 
this° 7e bou}ht a whiteboard and wor�shopped 
ideas to}ether°»

-allÞ and �aÛid bou}ht their �itchen from 
supplier DIY Kitchens, which they describe as 
ºsuper°» /he cabinetrÞ has a yat panel and 
modern doors, and the wor�top is composite 
µuartâ from -urfaceco° /he �ensens chose this 
product as it is far more hard�wearin} and familÞ�
friendlÞ than its pricier riÛal, marble° �atchin} 
wall and pendant li}ht fittin}s ma�e the desi}n 
feel eÛen more cohesiÛe and complement 
the neutral colours. With an induction hob, 
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concealed appliances and a coo�er hood that 
blends into the wall, the �itchen is simple, 
efficient, and µuietlÞ ele}ant°

The window seat adds a lovely, homely touch 
to the space, creatin} an informal spot to sit, 
read, or �ust loo� out at the }arden throu}h the 
oÛersiâed window° Created bespo�e for the 
familÞ and made from pale oa�, the window 
seat also provides more essential built-in 
stora}e, helpin} to �eep the yoor free of toÞs 

and other clutter.
�itchell E Corti li�e to plaÞ about with 

paint colour combinations, and the Jensen’s 
extension was no exception.

º7e wanted to �eep the room feelin} bri}ht 
yet practical. However, we wanted to add 
some character and continuity throughout the 
room, and a touch of si}nature colour and 
ÛibrancÞ to the desi}n,» saÞs 
ster° /he colour, 
a muted sage green, is painted below the 

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

ARCHITECT
Mitchell & Corti
www.mitchellandcorti.com
02031 546296

BUILDER
Raymond Modriansky at 
ABR Contractors
www°abrcontractors°co°u�

JOINER
Luke Butler at Kingsbrook
www°insta}ram°comÉ�in}sbroo�Ú

�oinerÞÚltd

07816502225

DECORATOR
Daniel Sullivan at DS Decor
www.instagram.com/dsdecor10

07500057437
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dado rail leÛel and unifies the room, despite 
the different leÛels and âones ­such as coo�in} 
and eating areas). A wooden dining table and 
chairs brin} a more traditional feel to the space, 
echoin} the older parts of the house, and the 
en}ineered wood yoorboards were not onlÞ
a cost�efficient option, but also brin} warmth, 
as well as practicality to the space.

º� didn½t want a �itchen � would be worrÞin} 
about,» lau}hs -allÞ° ºAnd mÞ two boÞs reallÞ 
test it to its limit°»

�or -allÞ, the bi}}est challen}e was 
completing the project during the Covid 
loc�downs°  ot onlÞ did this delaÞ the start 
of the buildin} wor�s, but the familÞ found theÞ 
needed to stay living in the property, and not 
relocate to Sally’s parents, as originally planned.

“My memories are that is was a very intense 
period,» recalls -allÞ° º/he saÛin} }race was the 
nurseries were still open, but it was a juggling 
act°» �nstead, the builders, A	, Contractors, 
created a temporarÞ �itchen in the double 
reception room, which was sealed off from the 

extension by a plywood wall.
º/hat was mÞ hi}h point,» saÞs -allÞ° º� loÛed 

them ta�in} down that temporarÞ wall, despite 
the new �itchen not bein} µuite finished, but � 
}ot a sense it was worth it°»

/he build itself went ÛerÞ smoothlÞ ­apart from 
a lea�in} pipe at È am, which was swiftlÞ fixed 
bÞ their builders® and now the familÞ haÛe liÛed 
in their new space since ÓäÓ£° 	Þ extendin} out, 
up and eÛen to the side, the �ensen familÞ now 
have all the space they need with two growing 
boÞs, ma�in} this the ¼foreÛer½ home theÞ had 
dreamed of°

/heir new extension has transformed not �ust 
how they use the house, but how they live, too.

º/he �itchen is where we spend most of our 
time,» saÞs -allÞ° º7e haÛe oodles of space, 
which is exactly why we did it. It is a very social 
spaceÆ � loÛe that we can haÛe people around, 
as it �ust absorbs people° 	ut the thin} � loÛe 
most, is the sense of li}ht° 7e spent a lot of time 
tal�in} about it with 
ster and now � �ust loÛe it 
here at all times of the daÞ°»�
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Why low carbon matters more than ever
Far from only being the concern of a small but determined band 
of eco-zealots, as it was in previous decades, the fate of the planet 
is now front and centre of discussion at every level of industry and 
public life in the UK.

Nowhere is the debate more ferocious than amongst
self-builders, almost two thirds (64%) of whom, according to our 
second Selfbuilder Survey of our magazine readers, want their 
new home to reduce their carbon footprint and avoid contributing 
further to climate change. 

But this might be in the face of a new prevailing wind from 
London. In the autumn of 2023, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
announced a series of about-turns related to the Government’s 
previous commitment to achieving net zero emissions by 2050. 
Although he increased (by 50%) the grants available to UK 
homeowners seeking to install renewable energy heat pumps to 

��,500, he also significantly backpedalled on the move away from 
gas boilers.

Plans to ban the installation of new oil or LPG boilers or coal 
heating for off-grid homes will now be delayed by nine years, 
from 2026 to 2035. 5unak has also eZempted around a fifth of all 
householders from upgrading to non-fossil-fuel boilers from 2035 – 
if they will ‘struggle’ to switch.

At the same time, his Government remains committed to 
introducing the much-anticipated Future Homes Standard in 2025, 
which will require self-builders to cut carbon emissions on their 
projects (on previous Building Regs) by 75-80%, through use of 
sustainable design and materials, installation of renewables, and 
adhering to a raft of complex legal criteria relating to airtightness, 
ventilation and thermal performance. 

Our readers, and the wider self-building community, including 
architects, sustainability consultants and build/design professionals, 

COMMITTING TO A 
LOW CARBON JOURNEY

What were your key reasons for choosing to build your home to high energy ef�ciency levels?

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

SELFBUILDER SURVEY
NOVEMBER 2023

Committing to the Low Carbon Journey White Paper.indd   1 20/11/2023   14:32SBH_1112_2023 21-38.indd   28 20/11/2023   14:39

www.silkawindows.com


Why low carbon matters more than ever
Far from only being the concern of a small but determined band 
of eco-zealots, as it was in previous decades, the fate of the planet 
is now front and centre of discussion at every level of industry and 
public life in the UK.

Nowhere is the debate more ferocious than amongst
self-builders, almost two thirds (64%) of whom, according to our 
second Selfbuilder Survey of our magazine readers, want their 
new home to reduce their carbon footprint and avoid contributing 
further to climate change. 

But this might be in the face of a new prevailing wind from 
London. In the autumn of 2023, Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
announced a series of about-turns related to the Government’s 
previous commitment to achieving net zero emissions by 2050. 
Although he increased (by 50%) the grants available to UK 
homeowners seeking to install renewable energy heat pumps to 

��,500, he also significantly backpedalled on the move away from 
gas boilers.

Plans to ban the installation of new oil or LPG boilers or coal 
heating for off-grid homes will now be delayed by nine years, 
from 2026 to 2035. 5unak has also eZempted around a fifth of all 
householders from upgrading to non-fossil-fuel boilers from 2035 – 
if they will ‘struggle’ to switch.

At the same time, his Government remains committed to 
introducing the much-anticipated Future Homes Standard in 2025, 
which will require self-builders to cut carbon emissions on their 
projects (on previous Building Regs) by 75-80%, through use of 
sustainable design and materials, installation of renewables, and 
adhering to a raft of complex legal criteria relating to airtightness, 
ventilation and thermal performance. 

Our readers, and the wider self-building community, including 
architects, sustainability consultants and build/design professionals, 

COMMITTING TO A 
LOW CARBON JOURNEY

What were your key reasons for choosing to build your home to high energy ef�ciency levels?

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

SELFBUILDER SURVEY
NOVEMBER 2023

Committing to the Low Carbon Journey White Paper.indd   1 20/11/2023   14:32

nov/dec 2023  www.sbhonline.co.uk 29

SELFBUILDER SURVEY: BUILDING A LOW CARBON HOME

SBH_1112_2023 21-38.indd   29 20/11/2023   14:39



can be forgiven for feeling not only confused, but even angry at 
the recent changes. 

 As Federation of Master Builders chief executive Brian Berry said 
in response to ‘Rishi’s Row-back,’ “Consistency of policy is key to 
achieving net zero and reducing carbon emissions, but the trend of 
stop-start energy-efficiency policies continues, leaving consumers 
and builders confused.”

That’s just one of the reasons why our Selfbuilder Survey is so 
important; we wanted to see how our readers’ views on creating 
lower energy-use homes had changed over the course of 12 
months. And our findings make fascinating reading, from the 
number of self-builders seeking the highest standard of energy 
efficiency 
Passivhaus�, to their levels of frustration at the rising price 
of basic materials such as timber, and their thoughts on the new-
found willingness from (some) local council planning departments 
to push for new low carbon homes to be built in their area.

By exploring in-depth your peers’ attitudes towards low carbon 
self-building, identifying the ambitions and challenges met during 
a project, and looking at some of the solutions available in terms of 
design, products and materials, we put ourselves at the forefront of 
this very current debate. Selfbuilder + Homemaker is harnessing its 
unrivalled position to take the temperature of this crucial sector of 
housebuilding in the UK.

It has often been said that what the self-builder does today, 
the rest of the world will do tomorrow. At a time of intense global 
conƃict and evidence of rapidly-evolving climate change, we are 
helping foresee what that tomorrow looks like, one brick – or even 
straw bale or ICF panel – at a time.

Energy still in crisis
Events in the Middle East are adding ever louder warning bells to 
the energy crisis caused by the war in Ukraine, which has already 
put pressure on supplies of gas from Russia, the second-largest gas 
producer in the world, behind the USA, according to a recent 
IEA report.

The result, as the UK discovered last winter, was record-breaking 
home energy bills. Although the price cap for typical dual fuel 

use has now dropped by 7% to £1,834 (from £1,976), with gas 
costing around 10.3 per kWh (prices per kWh do vary around 
the UK), homeowners are still worried about future rises, as 
confirmed by a 2023 report from 'co 'Zperts. 

While gas continues to be subject to global turmoil, at 
around 34p per kWh, the cost of electricity is three times higher, 
leading many embarking on a low carbon build to scratch their 
heads over the sums when it comes to installing electricity-powered 
technology such as air source heat pumps. The only sure-fire 
solution is to use less energy, and that’s the reason why low carbon 
self builds are so important.

Surveying self-builders
Our first 5elfbuilder 5urvey in /ay 2022 was so successful in 
achieving our initial aim of opening up the debate on low carbon 
homes, exploring why and how far self-builders were committed 
to reducing carbon emissions and highlighting the challenges 
they face, we decided to do it again.

The aim was not only to take the temperature 12 months 
down the line, when global events have put further squeeze 
on energy costs, the Bank of England interest rate has climbed 
to 5.25% (at the time of writing) putting pressure on self-build 
budgets, and yet more extreme weather conditions point 
further towards climate change, but also to examine current 
trends and concerns amongst self-builders working on, 
embarking on, or planning a low carbon project. We wanted to 
find out about the obstacles they face, the low carbon priorities 
they hold dear, the costs involved in low carbon building, 
and where our self-builders seek and find eZpert advice on 
everything from calculating carbon emissions to catching 
rainwater for harvesting.

For the second year running, we’ve partnered with audience 
research specialists Edge Insight to speak to our readership of 
self-builders and ask a series of searching questions about their 
journey to zero carbon, and the answers are revealing.

Once again, the team at Selfbuilder + Homemaker are very 
grateful to everyone that took the time to respond to the survey.

Despite colossal rises 
in the prices of gas and 
electricity over the last 
12 months, ‘lower bills’ 
is cited by only 61% of 
people as their reason for 
building low carbon

Photo © Baufritz
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This year’s survey tells us that despite challenges, not least the cost 
of building materials (54% of self-builders are saying that they’re 
finding timber more eZpensive, for starters�, there is still a significant 
commitment towards creating low carbon homes in 
the UK. 

More than a third (37%) of respondents said that they are 
building, retrofitting or aspiring to build a low carbon home s an 
increase of 6% on last year. 

A combination of factors underpin this upwards trajectory: the 
(uture *omes 5tandard 2025 is now starting to inƃuence self-
builders, architects and local authority planning departments 
(certainly in some areas if not all), there’s concern about energy 
costs and security due to global events, so futureproofing home 

energy needs is an immediate concern, and acceptance that a low 
carbon home can be equally as impressive architecturally as what 
we might call a ’normal’ dwelling. Only 10% said that they had to 
change the initial intended look of their build significantly to make it 
a low carbon project.

What we’re also seeing is that the construction industry, 
manufacturers and suppliers and yes, those planning departments, 
are becoming much more familiar with the concept of low carbon. 
In fact, some self-builders report deviating from original plans 
and doing a low carbon build because their local authority has 
demanded it as a condition of planning permission. 4eƃecting the 
increased familiarity in the industry, only 12% of our readers said 
that getting their build passed was ‘extremely challenging.’

INTRODUCTION: 
COMMITTING TO LOW CARBON

A GLOBAL & LOCAL PROBLEM
Self-build homes contribute a relatively small amount to the 
UK’s built environment (still only around 10% of the UK’s total 
homes). But self-build homes can play a huge part in setting 
the highest standards for reducing carbon emissions, showing 
volume housebuilders and social housing providers how to build 
for the future wellbeing of local communities and the world. What 
challenges have they faced in 2023, as global weather patterns 
give cause for concern and smart meters clock up the cost of 
keeping warm?

Climate crisis
There is certainly an overwhelming consensus among scientists 
globally that the world is not only getting warmer, but that that 
warming is causing a shift in weather patterns, with more extreme 
weather events such as ƃooding, and increased likelihood of global 
problems such as forest fires. 

The summer of 2023 saw forest fires decimate parts of 
Greek islands and the mainland, and other areas around the 
Mediterranean, and in October, the UK experienced one of its 
wettest days ever, with up to 220 mm of rainfall in areas of Eastern 
Scotland, bringing this close to the previous high of 238 mm in Sloy 
Main Adit in Argyll and Bute in January 1974. 

The low carbon self-builder knows that by following the best 

sustainable practice, they will be doing all they can to avoid 
contributing to further climate change. This year, 64% of our 
respondents said that the twin aims of ‘reducing overall carbon 
footprint’ and ‘avoid contributing to climate change’ were the main 
motivators for their projects.

Energy crisis
The war between Russia and Ukraine put a squeeze on gas supplies 
from early 2022. Although the UK imports only about 4% of its gas 
from Russia, and supply chain issues have eased slightly since, with 
a corresponding modest drop in the cost of gas to the consumer 
(prices per kWh unit do vary around the UK), there is still huge 
concern about future energy security. 

Until recently, electricity was considered as the cheaper 
alternative to gas, but it’s now typically around three times the cost 
of gas per unit. The full impact of this is yet to be explored, but it is 
an important consideration for low carbon self-builders looking to 
save not just on emissions, but ongoing energy bills.

The big question for the next 12 months is whether self-builders 
really will make the total switch to electricity, or hedge their bets 
and install hybrid energy systems in their low carbon builds,
maybe combining renewable energy with high-performance fossil 
fuel applications.
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can be forgiven for feeling not only confused, but even angry at 
the recent changes. 

 As Federation of Master Builders chief executive Brian Berry said 
in response to ‘Rishi’s Row-back,’ “Consistency of policy is key to 
achieving net zero and reducing carbon emissions, but the trend of 
stop-start energy-efficiency policies continues, leaving consumers 
and builders confused.”

That’s just one of the reasons why our Selfbuilder Survey is so 
important; we wanted to see how our readers’ views on creating 
lower energy-use homes had changed over the course of 12 
months. And our findings make fascinating reading, from the 
number of self-builders seeking the highest standard of energy 
efficiency 
Passivhaus�, to their levels of frustration at the rising price 
of basic materials such as timber, and their thoughts on the new-
found willingness from (some) local council planning departments 
to push for new low carbon homes to be built in their area.

By exploring in-depth your peers’ attitudes towards low carbon 
self-building, identifying the ambitions and challenges met during 
a project, and looking at some of the solutions available in terms of 
design, products and materials, we put ourselves at the forefront of 
this very current debate. Selfbuilder + Homemaker is harnessing its 
unrivalled position to take the temperature of this crucial sector of 
housebuilding in the UK.

It has often been said that what the self-builder does today, 
the rest of the world will do tomorrow. At a time of intense global 
conƃict and evidence of rapidly-evolving climate change, we are 
helping foresee what that tomorrow looks like, one brick – or even 
straw bale or ICF panel – at a time.

Energy still in crisis
Events in the Middle East are adding ever louder warning bells to 
the energy crisis caused by the war in Ukraine, which has already 
put pressure on supplies of gas from Russia, the second-largest gas 
producer in the world, behind the USA, according to a recent 
IEA report.

The result, as the UK discovered last winter, was record-breaking 
home energy bills. Although the price cap for typical dual fuel 

use has now dropped by 7% to £1,834 (from £1,976), with gas 
costing around 10.3 per kWh (prices per kWh do vary around 
the UK), homeowners are still worried about future rises, as 
confirmed by a 2023 report from 'co 'Zperts. 

While gas continues to be subject to global turmoil, at 
around 34p per kWh, the cost of electricity is three times higher, 
leading many embarking on a low carbon build to scratch their 
heads over the sums when it comes to installing electricity-powered 
technology such as air source heat pumps. The only sure-fire 
solution is to use less energy, and that’s the reason why low carbon 
self builds are so important.

Surveying self-builders
Our first 5elfbuilder 5urvey in /ay 2022 was so successful in 
achieving our initial aim of opening up the debate on low carbon 
homes, exploring why and how far self-builders were committed 
to reducing carbon emissions and highlighting the challenges 
they face, we decided to do it again.

The aim was not only to take the temperature 12 months 
down the line, when global events have put further squeeze 
on energy costs, the Bank of England interest rate has climbed 
to 5.25% (at the time of writing) putting pressure on self-build 
budgets, and yet more extreme weather conditions point 
further towards climate change, but also to examine current 
trends and concerns amongst self-builders working on, 
embarking on, or planning a low carbon project. We wanted to 
find out about the obstacles they face, the low carbon priorities 
they hold dear, the costs involved in low carbon building, 
and where our self-builders seek and find eZpert advice on 
everything from calculating carbon emissions to catching 
rainwater for harvesting.

For the second year running, we’ve partnered with audience 
research specialists Edge Insight to speak to our readership of 
self-builders and ask a series of searching questions about their 
journey to zero carbon, and the answers are revealing.

Once again, the team at Selfbuilder + Homemaker are very 
grateful to everyone that took the time to respond to the survey.

Despite colossal rises 
in the prices of gas and 
electricity over the last 
12 months, ‘lower bills’ 
is cited by only 61% of 
people as their reason for 
building low carbon
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This year’s survey tells us that despite challenges, not least the cost 
of building materials (54% of self-builders are saying that they’re 
finding timber more eZpensive, for starters�, there is still a significant 
commitment towards creating low carbon homes in 
the UK. 

More than a third (37%) of respondents said that they are 
building, retrofitting or aspiring to build a low carbon home s an 
increase of 6% on last year. 

A combination of factors underpin this upwards trajectory: the 
(uture *omes 5tandard 2025 is now starting to inƃuence self-
builders, architects and local authority planning departments 
(certainly in some areas if not all), there’s concern about energy 
costs and security due to global events, so futureproofing home 

energy needs is an immediate concern, and acceptance that a low 
carbon home can be equally as impressive architecturally as what 
we might call a ’normal’ dwelling. Only 10% said that they had to 
change the initial intended look of their build significantly to make it 
a low carbon project.

What we’re also seeing is that the construction industry, 
manufacturers and suppliers and yes, those planning departments, 
are becoming much more familiar with the concept of low carbon. 
In fact, some self-builders report deviating from original plans 
and doing a low carbon build because their local authority has 
demanded it as a condition of planning permission. 4eƃecting the 
increased familiarity in the industry, only 12% of our readers said 
that getting their build passed was ‘extremely challenging.’

INTRODUCTION: 
COMMITTING TO LOW CARBON

A GLOBAL & LOCAL PROBLEM
Self-build homes contribute a relatively small amount to the 
UK’s built environment (still only around 10% of the UK’s total 
homes). But self-build homes can play a huge part in setting 
the highest standards for reducing carbon emissions, showing 
volume housebuilders and social housing providers how to build 
for the future wellbeing of local communities and the world. What 
challenges have they faced in 2023, as global weather patterns 
give cause for concern and smart meters clock up the cost of 
keeping warm?

Climate crisis
There is certainly an overwhelming consensus among scientists 
globally that the world is not only getting warmer, but that that 
warming is causing a shift in weather patterns, with more extreme 
weather events such as ƃooding, and increased likelihood of global 
problems such as forest fires. 

The summer of 2023 saw forest fires decimate parts of 
Greek islands and the mainland, and other areas around the 
Mediterranean, and in October, the UK experienced one of its 
wettest days ever, with up to 220 mm of rainfall in areas of Eastern 
Scotland, bringing this close to the previous high of 238 mm in Sloy 
Main Adit in Argyll and Bute in January 1974. 

The low carbon self-builder knows that by following the best 

sustainable practice, they will be doing all they can to avoid 
contributing to further climate change. This year, 64% of our 
respondents said that the twin aims of ‘reducing overall carbon 
footprint’ and ‘avoid contributing to climate change’ were the main 
motivators for their projects.

Energy crisis
The war between Russia and Ukraine put a squeeze on gas supplies 
from early 2022. Although the UK imports only about 4% of its gas 
from Russia, and supply chain issues have eased slightly since, with 
a corresponding modest drop in the cost of gas to the consumer 
(prices per kWh unit do vary around the UK), there is still huge 
concern about future energy security. 

Until recently, electricity was considered as the cheaper 
alternative to gas, but it’s now typically around three times the cost 
of gas per unit. The full impact of this is yet to be explored, but it is 
an important consideration for low carbon self-builders looking to 
save not just on emissions, but ongoing energy bills.

The big question for the next 12 months is whether self-builders 
really will make the total switch to electricity, or hedge their bets 
and install hybrid energy systems in their low carbon builds,
maybe combining renewable energy with high-performance fossil 
fuel applications.
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Government action 
Condemnation followed Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s autumn 2023 
U-turn on a raft of key climate pledges, when he announced that 
the UK needs a more ‘pragmatic and realistic’ approach to net zero 
targets which eases the ‘burden on British people’. 

It’s not just climate change protestors who argue that Sunak’s 
decisions to scrap key climate change pledges put in place by 
previous administrations are short-sighted.  Many eco-aware 
architects and sustainable building experts fervently believe that his 
policies, including scrapping fines on landlords who do not upgrade 
their properties to an EPC C or higher by 2025, and a watering 
down of the ban on new gas boilers (now postponed to 2035), 
will reverse years of good work to reduce our country’s carbon 
emissions from the built environment. 

Tighter Regs 
It’s not just in recognition of higher summer temperatures in the 
UK – with the hottest day of 2023 recorded as 33.2°C (91.8°F) at Kew 
Gardens, south-west London in September – that the 

Future Homes Standard now includes a regulatory requirement to 
mitigate overheating, and for homes to have adequate means of 
cooling. A new Building Regulation, Part O, will ensure that more 
energy efficient homes are not subject to overheating as a result, 
and that an adequate method of cooling is provided. This marks 
an interesting shift in priorities, coming in the wake of homes 
becoming more airtight following Part L of Building Regulations, 
introduced in 2013. 

Although Part L has achieved much in creating buildings 
which perform much better on energy use, there is clearly a 
need for balance. Our self-builders now face the challenge 
of achieving an optimum internal temperature year-round, 
and meeting two differing Parts of the Building Regulations, 
which may take some settling down to work together. ‘Achieving 
natural ventilation’ and ‘airtightness’ are already the top two 
Building Regulations challenges for our survey respondents, 
with 43% and 35% respectively finding these demands 
‘moderately challenging.’ 

How are you addressing potential overheating?

The Future Homes Standard 
In 2025, the Government has said that all new homes will need to 
meet its new Future Homes Standard. That means that in under two 
years, carbon emissions produced by all new homes will need to be 
75-80% lower than those built to the previous Building Regulations. 
In June 2022, an interim standard was introduced by way of an 
update to Part L, which demanded a 31% reduction in carbon 
emissions from any new home being built, through a combination 
of low carbon heating and improved fabric. Essentially, this means

including higher levels of insulation and higher standards of 
airtightness and ventilation.

The Future Homes Standard sets a framework for self-builders 
embarking on a low carbon build, and prepares the ground for 
an ambitious future in which fossil fuels will be phased out 
entirely, the electricity grid decarbonised and heating will become 
largely electric, with a shift towards heat pumps and district 
heating networks.
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KEY SURVEY FINDINGS

Projects & roles
Overall, the number of people building, retrofitting or aspiring 
to build a low carbon new home has gone up since our 2022 
Selfbuilder Survey, from 31% to 37%.  Of this number, 19% said 
they were aspiring to do their low carbon build, but hadn’t started 
work yet.

The percentage of people saying they saw themselves as 
‘self-builders’ stayed relatively similar, with this year’s figure being 
slightly down at 54% versus 56% (people selecting ‘self-builders’ 
plus ‘hands-on builders’) in 2022. The number of people describing 
themselves as ‘custom-builders’ has however halved since 2022, 
from 12% to 6%.

A higher proportion (62%) are employing an architect compared 
to last year (58%), with just 38% designing a home themselves, 
against the previous 42%. Almost a quarter of respondents (23%) 
said they were project managers on their build, more than double 
the number last year (13%), and 15% were architects, compared to 
13% last year.

The Government’s own figures, covering October 2021 - October 
2022,  show a drop of 34% from the same period a year earlier in 
registrations of interest in serviced self-build and custom-build 
plots, totalling just 8,034 new individuals. Planning permissions 
granted for serviced plots suitable for self and custom-build were 
down too, by 23%, to a total of 6,374, pointing to either lack of 
interest – or lack of plots. It’s over to the Government for an answer 
to that one.

Despite huge publicity about the importance of retrofitting to 
keep energy use and therefore costs low, only 5% said they were 
working on a low carbon retrofit; less than half the number last year, 
when this figure stood at 12%. And only 13% were aspiring to do 
such a low carbon retrofit project in future, against 14% in 2022. This 
is unlikely to see a marked change until VAT is completely abolished 
for renovation projects; it only had a qualified reduction in 2023 
despite the promises.

The biggest survey response from our readers came from the 
South East of England, where a quarter (25%) of respondents were 
based, followed by the South West (22%) and Scotland (12%), 
suggesting that these are the areas of the UK where self-build is 
most popular.

Eco goals
The most surprising facet of the responses to the ‘eco goals’ 
questions we asked was the big increase in the number of people 
aiming to achieve Passivhaus-level performance; the very highest 
standard in energy efficient buildings. The proportion has gone up 
from 24% saying this was their goal in 2022 to 35% this year, with a 
healthy 16% of respondents saying they would be going full-throttle 
and seeking Passivhaus certification, compared to only 2% last year.

This suggests that in the face of wider public awareness of 
energy-efficiency, ambitious self-builders want to stand out from the 
crowd by hitting the gold standard.

Passivhaus is the answer, it would seem. While 40% of last year’s 
respondents said ‘very low emissions’ was a major self-build aim, 
only 23% stated this as an ambition this year. Those hoping to 
achieve ‘fairly low emissions’ stayed around the same, 23% this year 
compared to 24% last year.

Reasons for building a low carbon home 
Last year, achieving lower energy bills was top of the list of key 
reasons for building to high energy efficiency levels, with 69% of 
survey respondents admitting this was their main motivation. 

However, despite colossal rises in the prices of gas and electricity 
over the last 12 months, ‘lower bills’ is cited by only 61% of people – 
in 2022 it was the favourite choice of 69% of respondents.

Saving money in the short term has been superseded by the 
winning triumvirate of ‘reduce overall carbon footprint’, ‘avoid 
contributing to climate change’ and ‘security against energy 
price rises’, all coming in at 64%. Last year, minimising individual 
contribution to climate was cited by 63%, but just 57% of the 
survey sample were concerned about reducing their overall carbon 
footprint, and 60% wanted security against energy price rises.

This new interest in saving the planet suggests that public 
opinion is now being swayed by compelling and widely 
disseminated arguments about the need to reduce carbon 
emissions from the built environment. Not to mention fears over 
reliance on imported fossil fuels in future.

However, interest in installing renewables to earn income 
from the grid – for those lucky enough to be able to generate 
more electricity than they use – has actually dropped, from 11% 
of respondents, to just 9%, perhaps underlining the impact of 
confusion over Government policies in this area.

Levels of understanding
We were really keen to find out if levels of understanding 
about building or retrofitting low carbon homes had increased 
in the intervening 12 months since our previous survey. In 2022, 
45% of respondents were confident they had a ‘strong’ level 
of understanding, with 17% saying that their knowledge was 
‘very strong.’

Only 37% this year fell into the ‘strong’ category, but 24% 
pointed out that they considered themselves to have a ‘very 
strong’ level of understanding. This suggests a trend that self-
builders are increasingly keen to educate themselves and learn 
about low carbon techniques and materials. Correspondingly, 
only 3% of respondents admitted to either ‘weak’ or ‘very weak’ 
understanding, compared to 8% for both last year.
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Government action 
Condemnation followed Prime Minister Rishi Sunak’s autumn 2023 
U-turn on a raft of key climate pledges, when he announced that 
the UK needs a more ‘pragmatic and realistic’ approach to net zero 
targets which eases the ‘burden on British people’. 

It’s not just climate change protestors who argue that Sunak’s 
decisions to scrap key climate change pledges put in place by 
previous administrations are short-sighted.  Many eco-aware 
architects and sustainable building experts fervently believe that his 
policies, including scrapping fines on landlords who do not upgrade 
their properties to an EPC C or higher by 2025, and a watering 
down of the ban on new gas boilers (now postponed to 2035), 
will reverse years of good work to reduce our country’s carbon 
emissions from the built environment. 

Tighter Regs 
It’s not just in recognition of higher summer temperatures in the 
UK – with the hottest day of 2023 recorded as 33.2°C (91.8°F) at Kew 
Gardens, south-west London in September – that the 

Future Homes Standard now includes a regulatory requirement to 
mitigate overheating, and for homes to have adequate means of 
cooling. A new Building Regulation, Part O, will ensure that more 
energy efficient homes are not subject to overheating as a result, 
and that an adequate method of cooling is provided. This marks 
an interesting shift in priorities, coming in the wake of homes 
becoming more airtight following Part L of Building Regulations, 
introduced in 2013. 

Although Part L has achieved much in creating buildings 
which perform much better on energy use, there is clearly a 
need for balance. Our self-builders now face the challenge 
of achieving an optimum internal temperature year-round, 
and meeting two differing Parts of the Building Regulations, 
which may take some settling down to work together. ‘Achieving 
natural ventilation’ and ‘airtightness’ are already the top two 
Building Regulations challenges for our survey respondents, 
with 43% and 35% respectively finding these demands 
‘moderately challenging.’ 

How are you addressing potential overheating?

The Future Homes Standard 
In 2025, the Government has said that all new homes will need to 
meet its new Future Homes Standard. That means that in under two 
years, carbon emissions produced by all new homes will need to be 
75-80% lower than those built to the previous Building Regulations. 
In June 2022, an interim standard was introduced by way of an 
update to Part L, which demanded a 31% reduction in carbon 
emissions from any new home being built, through a combination 
of low carbon heating and improved fabric. Essentially, this means

including higher levels of insulation and higher standards of 
airtightness and ventilation.

The Future Homes Standard sets a framework for self-builders 
embarking on a low carbon build, and prepares the ground for 
an ambitious future in which fossil fuels will be phased out 
entirely, the electricity grid decarbonised and heating will become 
largely electric, with a shift towards heat pumps and district 
heating networks.
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Selfbuilder Survey, from 31% to 37%.  Of this number, 19% said 
they were aspiring to do their low carbon build, but hadn’t started 
work yet.

The percentage of people saying they saw themselves as 
‘self-builders’ stayed relatively similar, with this year’s figure being 
slightly down at 54% versus 56% (people selecting ‘self-builders’ 
plus ‘hands-on builders’) in 2022. The number of people describing 
themselves as ‘custom-builders’ has however halved since 2022, 
from 12% to 6%.

A higher proportion (62%) are employing an architect compared 
to last year (58%), with just 38% designing a home themselves, 
against the previous 42%. Almost a quarter of respondents (23%) 
said they were project managers on their build, more than double 
the number last year (13%), and 15% were architects, compared to 
13% last year.
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2022,  show a drop of 34% from the same period a year earlier in 
registrations of interest in serviced self-build and custom-build 
plots, totalling just 8,034 new individuals. Planning permissions 
granted for serviced plots suitable for self and custom-build were 
down too, by 23%, to a total of 6,374, pointing to either lack of 
interest – or lack of plots. It’s over to the Government for an answer 
to that one.

Despite huge publicity about the importance of retrofitting to 
keep energy use and therefore costs low, only 5% said they were 
working on a low carbon retrofit; less than half the number last year, 
when this figure stood at 12%. And only 13% were aspiring to do 
such a low carbon retrofit project in future, against 14% in 2022. This 
is unlikely to see a marked change until VAT is completely abolished 
for renovation projects; it only had a qualified reduction in 2023 
despite the promises.

The biggest survey response from our readers came from the 
South East of England, where a quarter (25%) of respondents were 
based, followed by the South West (22%) and Scotland (12%), 
suggesting that these are the areas of the UK where self-build is 
most popular.

Eco goals
The most surprising facet of the responses to the ‘eco goals’ 
questions we asked was the big increase in the number of people 
aiming to achieve Passivhaus-level performance; the very highest 
standard in energy efficient buildings. The proportion has gone up 
from 24% saying this was their goal in 2022 to 35% this year, with a 
healthy 16% of respondents saying they would be going full-throttle 
and seeking Passivhaus certification, compared to only 2% last year.

This suggests that in the face of wider public awareness of 
energy-efficiency, ambitious self-builders want to stand out from the 
crowd by hitting the gold standard.

Passivhaus is the answer, it would seem. While 40% of last year’s 
respondents said ‘very low emissions’ was a major self-build aim, 
only 23% stated this as an ambition this year. Those hoping to 
achieve ‘fairly low emissions’ stayed around the same, 23% this year 
compared to 24% last year.

Reasons for building a low carbon home 
Last year, achieving lower energy bills was top of the list of key 
reasons for building to high energy efficiency levels, with 69% of 
survey respondents admitting this was their main motivation. 

However, despite colossal rises in the prices of gas and electricity 
over the last 12 months, ‘lower bills’ is cited by only 61% of people – 
in 2022 it was the favourite choice of 69% of respondents.

Saving money in the short term has been superseded by the 
winning triumvirate of ‘reduce overall carbon footprint’, ‘avoid 
contributing to climate change’ and ‘security against energy 
price rises’, all coming in at 64%. Last year, minimising individual 
contribution to climate was cited by 63%, but just 57% of the 
survey sample were concerned about reducing their overall carbon 
footprint, and 60% wanted security against energy price rises.

This new interest in saving the planet suggests that public 
opinion is now being swayed by compelling and widely 
disseminated arguments about the need to reduce carbon 
emissions from the built environment. Not to mention fears over 
reliance on imported fossil fuels in future.

However, interest in installing renewables to earn income 
from the grid – for those lucky enough to be able to generate 
more electricity than they use – has actually dropped, from 11% 
of respondents, to just 9%, perhaps underlining the impact of 
confusion over Government policies in this area.

Levels of understanding
We were really keen to find out if levels of understanding 
about building or retrofitting low carbon homes had increased 
in the intervening 12 months since our previous survey. In 2022, 
45% of respondents were confident they had a ‘strong’ level 
of understanding, with 17% saying that their knowledge was 
‘very strong.’

Only 37% this year fell into the ‘strong’ category, but 24% 
pointed out that they considered themselves to have a ‘very 
strong’ level of understanding. This suggests a trend that self-
builders are increasingly keen to educate themselves and learn 
about low carbon techniques and materials. Correspondingly, 
only 3% of respondents admitted to either ‘weak’ or ‘very weak’ 
understanding, compared to 8% for both last year.
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Problems & obstacles 
Is it becoming easier to undertake and complete a low carbon 
build? Our respondents seemed to think so. Last year, 6% said it 
was ‘very difficult’ to meet the challenge, with 4% complaining it 
was ‘eZtremely difficult. This year, 9% said it was ‘very difficult’ 
11% 
last year�, and those finding it ‘eZtremely difficult’ dropped slightly 
from 4% to 3%, against suggesting that knowledge levels and

 expert advice to hand are on the up. 
This was backed up by only 34% of respondents saying that 

achieving a low carbon build is ‘moderately difficult’ now, compared 
to 40% in 2022. A 16% asserted that it was ‘not at all difficult’, a 
strong uptick from last year given the confidence of the statement; 
in 2022 it was the response of 11% of those surveyed.

CONCLUSION
Despite all the challenges faced, and shifting political priorities 
regarding how the UK might reach net zero by 2050, our Selfbuilder 
5urvey proves that a significant number of people would still like to 
build their own low carbon home, or are already engaged in 
the process.

While keeping down the cost of energy and moving towards 
self-sufficiency remains an aim for almost two thirds 
61%� of our 
respondents, interestingly, it’s less of a priority than last year, when 
69% said that ‘lower bills’ was the top ‘key reason’ behind opting for 
a low carbon project.

Most of this year’s respondents (35%) expected an annual energy 
bill of between £500 and £999. Last year, 43% of respondents 
eZpected to pay the same kind of figure. $ut back then, 20% 
expected to annually pay £1,000 to £1,499 for their energy, 
compared with just 16% this year.

However, the ongoing  cost of living crisis, fuelled by high interest 
rates, is definitely impacting low carbon self build budgets. .ow 
carbon builds do tend to cost more than a standard home, due to 
factors like the higher levels of insulation, greater levels of design 
work, air-tightness measures, and higher spec products such as 
glazing and membranes that may be used. 

Almost two thirds (60%) of our respondents said that the cost 
of building their low carbon home was higher than expected. 
However, this was actually a lower proportion than last year (68%), 
so perhaps our self-builders are taking a more realistic approach to 
budgeting to avoid shocks down the line. Only 6% found their build 
costs lower than anticipated, compared to 9% last year.

We’re also seeing low carbon self-builders tackling emerging 
issues in construction, such as overheating. In the face of rising UK 
temperatures, yet again, self-builders are setting an example to 
others; 60% said they would be incorporating natural methods of 
ventilation, with 44% bringing in mechanical ventilation. Mention 
was also made of the importance of shading and solar control glass, 
to help keep indoor temperatures ambient.

Going forward, the onus will be on manufacturers and suppliers 
to keep pace with demand for the latest products self-builders 
working on low carbon homes desire. Solar control glass, for 
example, was number four on the list of products suffering from 

availability problems, behind heat pumps, sustainable concrete and 
solar PV, with 13% of our respondents citing delays.

Increasing costs for products and materials is also a major 
concern. More than half (54%) said the cost of timber had affected 
them, with prices for insulation (38%), heat pumps (29%) and solar 
PV (25%), also causing consternation. 

To help meet rising costs, a small but ambitious cohort (6%) 
among our respondents said that they intended their project 
to become ‘carbon positive,’ meaning they were pursuing 
microgeneration so they could gain an income from their onsite 
renewables, assisted by their efficient fabric design. This is double 
the number of self-builders of low carbon homes surveyed last year 

3%� who held the same hopes, confirming what we know s that 
those who build for themselves tend to push the agenda in terms of 
ambition and innovation.

Our second Selfbuilder Survey gives cause for some positivity 
around how self-builders are continuing to strive for greater 
sustainability. The climate – in all senses – may be challenging, but it 
is spurring our self-builders onwards, not holding them back.

Has the build cost of your low carbon home been lower or higher than expected?

g  Higher   g Lower   g  Unsure   
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Problems & obstacles 
Is it becoming easier to undertake and complete a low carbon 
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was ‘very difficult’ to meet the challenge, with 4% complaining it 
was ‘eZtremely difficult. This year, 9% said it was ‘very difficult’ 
11% 
last year�, and those finding it ‘eZtremely difficult’ dropped slightly 
from 4% to 3%, against suggesting that knowledge levels and

 expert advice to hand are on the up. 
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regarding how the UK might reach net zero by 2050, our Selfbuilder 
5urvey proves that a significant number of people would still like to 
build their own low carbon home, or are already engaged in 
the process.

While keeping down the cost of energy and moving towards 
self-sufficiency remains an aim for almost two thirds 
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respondents, interestingly, it’s less of a priority than last year, when 
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issues in construction, such as overheating. In the face of rising UK 
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To help meet rising costs, a small but ambitious cohort (6%) 
among our respondents said that they intended their project 
to become ‘carbon positive,’ meaning they were pursuing 
microgeneration so they could gain an income from their onsite 
renewables, assisted by their efficient fabric design. This is double 
the number of self-builders of low carbon homes surveyed last year 

3%� who held the same hopes, confirming what we know s that 
those who build for themselves tend to push the agenda in terms of 
ambition and innovation.

Our second Selfbuilder Survey gives cause for some positivity 
around how self-builders are continuing to strive for greater 
sustainability. The climate – in all senses – may be challenging, but it 
is spurring our self-builders onwards, not holding them back.
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National Self Build 
& Renovation Show
The ever-popular National Self 

Build & Renovation Show returns 
in the New Year!

Produced by the National Self Build 
& Renovation Centre (NSBRC), the UK’s 
award-winning Self Build and Home 
Improvements Visitor Centre, their 
January Show offers three full days of 
master-classes, case studies, seminars 
and an unrivalled line up of experts 
on hand to share their advice. It is a 
brilliant event if you are thinking about 
extending your home, renovating a 
tired propertÞ or findin} a plot and 
building a brand-new home.

Following the success of our online 
surgeries, one highlight of the show will 
be the ‘NSBRC Surgeries Live’ which 
will cover everything from Heat Pumps 
to Insulation, Solar and Battery Storage.

The Show has a timetable packed 
full of informative and impartial talks, 

to help inspire your homebuilding 
plans. Alongside 200+ exhibitors 
within the NSBRC’s ‘Trade Village’, the 
‘Professional Services Hub’ is the place 
to go for independent, expert advice 
from a ran}e of specialists° 9ou½ll find 
a number of Architects and Designers, 
as well as experts on Planning, 
Project Management, Renewables, 
Landscaping and more.

In the Build It Theatre you will hear 
from the experts on the ‘self build 
fundamentals’ which will cover key 
topics includin}Æ findin} land, financin} 
your self build, design, planning, 
building control and VAT reclaims. The 
Sustainability Theatre will return and 
cover the latest eco technologies.

Our top 3 tips for making the most 
of your visit to the National Self Build & 
Renovation Show:
• Bring your plans, drawings and 

sketches – it will help the experts 
and exhibitors give you the 
best advice.

• Arrive early! There is a packed 
programme of talks, demos, case 
studies and tours. The show starts 
at 10am each day and you’ll want 
plenty of time to browse over 200 
exhibitor displays.

• Don’t be shy to ask questions! 
Many experienced representatives 
will be on hand to answer your 
questions and offer support based 
on their experience.  

The Show runs from Friday 26th to 
Sunday 28th Jan with FREE advance 
tickets.

0345 223 4455   www.nsbrc.co.uk

SBH11_NSBRC_HPAdv.indd   1 17/11/2023   10:13

SPONSORED FEATURE

Elevate your project with cutting-edge 
aluminium bi-fold doors...

Add a touch of sophistication to any living space with sleek and 
durable aluminium bi-fold doors for a seamless connection from inside 
to out. Thanks to more than 10 years aluminium bi-fold experience, we 
make choosing the right bi-fold door for your project easy.

Smarts Visofold 1000 Slim
• 122mm sightline
• U-Value from 1.5 W/m²K
• Maximum height 2,500mm
• Smart’s Quick-Glaze Bead for quicker installation

Cortizo bi-fold
• Typical sightline of 120mm
• U-Value from 1.1 (W/m²K)
• Maximum height 3 metres, making it perfect for period properties
• Adjustable jamb to help installation

Discuss your project with us today: 

0191 565 2200  sales@twrgroup.co.uk  www.twrgroup.co.uk
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The creation of an extensive basement complex that has taken a year to construct and which 
extends beneath an access road to link the main property with a separate building, is making use of 
multiple waterproofi n} products from the ran}e of Triton Systems. The 900 m2 across main house 
tunnel and adjacent house reinforced concrete sub-structure to what will be a six-bedroom private 
residence, with amenities including a swimming pool and gym, has been excavated and formed 
by Leicester based Beautiful Basements, in a contract valued at £800K. Aside from the sheer scale 
of the propertÞ, the contractor has also had to deal with some diffi cult }round conditions and the 
sloping topography of the land which was once stables, and offers views towards the outskirts of 
	irmin}ham° As well as usin} /riton½s formable rubber Adcor and C
�y ex steel waterbar products to 
provide continuity between the multiple sections, all of the ready mixed concrete supplied to the site 
bÞ �lomix Concrete also incorporates /riton½s // waterproofi n} admixture° /he �ana}in} �irector of 
Beautiful Basements, Andy Parkes, commented: “This has been a long and complex contract but it is 
progressing well. We always use the Triton membranes and perimeter channels as our go-to solution 
for these sorts of contracts, as we have enjoyed an excellent working relationship with the company 
going back more than a decade.”

info@tritonsystems.co.uk   www.tritonsystems.co.uk

Triton Systems tank waterproof behemoth basement

SBH11_Triton_Structural Components - Waterproofing / Basements_DPR.indd   1 10/11/2023   11:21

IronmongeryDirect has launched its latest 
catalogue, showcasing bestsellers from 
its huge range of over 18,000 products. 
With hundreds of new additions, it’s the 
ideal place to fi nd the perfect solution for 
a variety of projects. Roland Etheridge, 
Category Manager at IronmongeryDirect, 
said: “We are very excited to launch our 
latest catalogue to showcase the best of 
our extensive (and ever growing) range. 
With a wide range of products in stock, the 
catalogue highlights some of our best-

sellers, as well as new products we’ve introduced as part of our Trusted 
to Deliver promise, providing our customers with everything they need to 
complete a wide range of projects.” 

0300 303 88 21   www.IronmongeryDirect.co.uk/free-catalogue

IronmongeryDirect expands its range

SBH11_Ironmongery Direct_Appointments & News_PR.indd   1 10/11/2023   09:19

Specifying the perfect panel products 
for a project is a key part of the planning 
process. West Fraser manufactures leading 
building panel ranges in the UK and, to help 
in the selection process, the company has 
introduced A5-size samples, individually 
wrapped in a cover containing product 
information. The website has designated 
pages for architects and housebuilders 
offering downloadable checklists, fact 
sheets, DoPs, safety datasheets and an 
interactive product guide to ensure that the 

customers have everything they need to choose the right panels for every 
projects application. A selection of case studies showcasing West Fraser 
products and instruction videos provide inspiration and know-how!

uk.westfraser.com/samples

Try before you buy with West Fraser
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Over the past decade, there has 
been a substantial shift in the way 
modern homes are designed and 

built, and at the heart of those changes 
has been the desire to create bright, 
contemporary spaces which are full of 
natural light.

Whether it is an extension, a 
renovation or a complete self-build 
home, large open-plan spaces project 
have become the starting point for many 
plans and ambitions. These open plan 
spaces are designed with large amounts 
of }laâin} that yood natural li}ht into the 
interior like never before, but why has 
this become such a staple of residential 
architecture?

While every home is different, two 
driving factors have underpinned the 
style choices of homeowners – technical 
development of products and the 
increased access to inspiration for 
planned projects.

From home renovation programmes 
on TV through to the lifestyle of those 
who inyuence modern stÞles and 
trends on social media platforms, the 
visibility of what can be achieved is 
greater than ever before and those 
inyuences are drawn from far wider 
than ever before. 

Almost every project that we get to 
work on now features large open plan 
rooms, complete with the obligatory 
kitchen island, designed to bring 
people together. Gone are the box 
shaped individual rooms of traditional 
house building and in their place are 
contemporary modern spaces that the 
whole family can enjoy.

The growth of large open-plan spaces 
hasn’t simply been limited to the interior 
of a home either, the addition of large 
amounts of glazing to wrap these 
modern homes has broken down the 
boundaries between inside and out, 

extending the living space out onto the 
patio and into the garden.

The technical product development 
that has driven this has been the 
production of larger and larger double 
glazed sealed units and the development 
of slender and thermally-broken 
aluminium profiles, ma�in} slidin} doors 
with minimal frames that allow for almost 
uninterrupted views as a viable solution 
for almost any budget.

Where once the size of windows was 
governed by the size of the available 
glass unit, now almost entire walls of 
glass can be created that draw more 
natural light further into homes than 
ever before.

WHY IS NATURAL LIGHT SO APPEALING FOR MORE 
AND MORE SELF-BUILDERS?
7e are often drawn to create li}ht�filled 
spaces without necessarily understanding 

why, and it comes down to evolution. 
Historically, our ancestors relied almost 
entirely on natural daylight to live their 
daily lives. It is only in the last century 
that artificial li}ht has come to dominate 
our homes and workplaces.

The challenge is that natural light 
brin}s measurable health benefits to 
us in a waÞ that artificial li}ht cannot° 
Exposure to sunlight prompts our bodies 
to produce serotonin, a hormone that is 
associated with well-being. 

Sunlight also prompts our skin to 
produce vitamin D, which research shows 
can improve emotional regulation as well 
as boost our physical health by helping 
our bodies to absorb calcium and even 
reduce fatigue.

With our in-built desire for natural light 
q and inyuences from across the }lobe, 
particularly from areas where traditionally 
they enjoy a brighter and sunnier climate 
than the UK, it is understandable to 
see why the design of living spaces has 
changed, even if the underlying reasons 
aren’t always considered.

From a glazing perspective delivering 
products and solutions to meet ever 
increasing demand for glass has been a 
constant area of development. Demand 
from homeowners has driven product 
development that in turn has helped 
create the stylish contemporary homes 
that have become the inspiration for so 
many planning projects.

Historically the glazing industry has 
relied on timber or more recently PVCu 
to frame windows and doors, so the 
development of aluminium frames 
that benefit from the innate stren}th 
of the material, has allowed for door 
and window systems that are more akin 
to commercial glazing solutions than 
traditional residential design.

The products now available are 
designed not just to look good, 

David Clarke of IDSystems explains the transformative power of bringing 
abundant natural light into the home, and how innovative glazing solutions 
are reshaping our modern living spaces

The power of daylight

Where historically, windows have been the least 
ef�cient elements, now glass technlogy provides 
ultra-ef�cient options

Feature_ID Systems [Subbed TB].indd   1 15/11/2023   16:18
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Over the past decade, there has 
been a substantial shift in the way 
modern homes are designed and 

built, and at the heart of those changes 
has been the desire to create bright, 
contemporary spaces which are full of 
natural light.

Whether it is an extension, a 
renovation or a complete self-build 
home, large open-plan spaces project 
have become the starting point for many 
plans and ambitions. These open plan 
spaces are designed with large amounts 
of }laâin} that yood natural li}ht into the 
interior like never before, but why has 
this become such a staple of residential 
architecture?

While every home is different, two 
driving factors have underpinned the 
style choices of homeowners – technical 
development of products and the 
increased access to inspiration for 
planned projects.

From home renovation programmes 
on TV through to the lifestyle of those 
who inyuence modern stÞles and 
trends on social media platforms, the 
visibility of what can be achieved is 
greater than ever before and those 
inyuences are drawn from far wider 
than ever before. 

Almost every project that we get to 
work on now features large open plan 
rooms, complete with the obligatory 
kitchen island, designed to bring 
people together. Gone are the box 
shaped individual rooms of traditional 
house building and in their place are 
contemporary modern spaces that the 
whole family can enjoy.

The growth of large open-plan spaces 
hasn’t simply been limited to the interior 
of a home either, the addition of large 
amounts of glazing to wrap these 
modern homes has broken down the 
boundaries between inside and out, 

extending the living space out onto the 
patio and into the garden.

The technical product development 
that has driven this has been the 
production of larger and larger double 
glazed sealed units and the development 
of slender and thermally-broken 
aluminium profiles, ma�in} slidin} doors 
with minimal frames that allow for almost 
uninterrupted views as a viable solution 
for almost any budget.

Where once the size of windows was 
governed by the size of the available 
glass unit, now almost entire walls of 
glass can be created that draw more 
natural light further into homes than 
ever before.

WHY IS NATURAL LIGHT SO APPEALING FOR MORE 
AND MORE SELF-BUILDERS?
7e are often drawn to create li}ht�filled 
spaces without necessarily understanding 

why, and it comes down to evolution. 
Historically, our ancestors relied almost 
entirely on natural daylight to live their 
daily lives. It is only in the last century 
that artificial li}ht has come to dominate 
our homes and workplaces.

The challenge is that natural light 
brin}s measurable health benefits to 
us in a waÞ that artificial li}ht cannot° 
Exposure to sunlight prompts our bodies 
to produce serotonin, a hormone that is 
associated with well-being. 

Sunlight also prompts our skin to 
produce vitamin D, which research shows 
can improve emotional regulation as well 
as boost our physical health by helping 
our bodies to absorb calcium and even 
reduce fatigue.

With our in-built desire for natural light 
q and inyuences from across the }lobe, 
particularly from areas where traditionally 
they enjoy a brighter and sunnier climate 
than the UK, it is understandable to 
see why the design of living spaces has 
changed, even if the underlying reasons 
aren’t always considered.

From a glazing perspective delivering 
products and solutions to meet ever 
increasing demand for glass has been a 
constant area of development. Demand 
from homeowners has driven product 
development that in turn has helped 
create the stylish contemporary homes 
that have become the inspiration for so 
many planning projects.

Historically the glazing industry has 
relied on timber or more recently PVCu 
to frame windows and doors, so the 
development of aluminium frames 
that benefit from the innate stren}th 
of the material, has allowed for door 
and window systems that are more akin 
to commercial glazing solutions than 
traditional residential design.

The products now available are 
designed not just to look good, 

David Clarke of IDSystems explains the transformative power of bringing 
abundant natural light into the home, and how innovative glazing solutions 
are reshaping our modern living spaces

The power of daylight

Where historically, windows have been the least 
ef�cient elements, now glass technlogy provides 
ultra-ef�cient options
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but to meet the stringent thermal 
performance standards required by 
Building Regulations. Where historically 
windows have been one of the least 
efficient elements of a home, now }lass 
technolo}Þ proÛides ultra�efficient 
options, even for those tackling 
Passivhaus standard homes.

These developments and standards 
mean that for those choosing doors 
and windows to enclose their homes, 

the choice has come more down to 
functionality and usability than size 
and scale. Bi-fold doors, with their ability 
to completely open up to connect 
inside and out, were the first to benefit 
from changes to customer demand, 
whereas more recently, slim-framed 
sliding doors have become the go-
to option; their ultra-narrow frames 
maximising the size of glass to provide a 
connection between home and garden 

all year around, while drawing more 
natural light into indoor spaces.

The popularity of bright, contemporary 
homes, enhanced bÞ their li}ht�filled 
open-plan spaces, seems set to grow and 
grow for self-builders even as Building 
Regulations become stricter. For us at 
IDSystems it means constantly looking 
at research and product development to 
continue to be able to meet customer 
demand.

Feature_ID Systems [Subbed TB].indd   2 15/11/2023   16:18

While brick is widely used for 
residential exteriors in urban 
settings, and in much of 

the countryside stone is dominant – 
in particular, limestone, sandstone, 
bluestone or quartzite, we are seeing 
many more creative construction 
solutions that employ a range of colours 
and materials. These include using glass, 
stone, brick and wood in a variety of 
combinations. Plaster is also still in very 
much in fashion, and rough concrete has 
gained acceptance as a stylish cladding 
for residential design.

Combining materials when building or 
updating a property can create character 
and add an original, eye-catching look. 
Other advantages are that this can 
give rhythm to the facade and can also 
underline the character of the house.

One way to use cladding with other 
materials is by adding shiplap sidings, 
‘New England’-style weatherboarding 
characterised by long planks, mounted 
horizontally to evoke the exterior of a 
ship. This style choice, long seen on 
coastal or beachfront properties, has 
become a popular design choice more 
generally. Scandi-style slatted wood 
cladding, an interior trend, can also be 
used on the facade to add texture and 
dimension. It doesn’t have to be used for 
the entire exterior, as slatted walls can 
work as accents or half walls, breaking 
up solid colour and changing the overall 
look. The cladding can be used to cover 
a gable and provide a contrast with the 
rest of a building.

Fibre cement cladding, which imitates 
wood with a grain imprinted along its 
length, can work well with different styles 
of homes. This is a strong, versatile and 

sustainable material containing cement 
and fibres, its inherent formulation 
means it does not rot, rust, warp or crack 
under extreme weather conditions. It 
also has excellent fire performance, and 
uses fewer raw materials and less energy 
in its manufacture – and produces less 
waste – than some traditional building 
materials. It is also easy to install, and 
low maintenance. It can partner with 
brick, natural stone, tiles, stucco, even 
metal.

For one new build in Chepstow, 
the homeowners chose Cedral fibre 
cement cladding in slate grey for a 
design that matched the modern and 
minimal interior and complemented the 

home’s beautiful countryside location. 
The combining of the horizontal boards 
above the brick at the base and with 
vertical metal joints placed at intervals 
around the facade, provided them with 
the clean lines, modern appeal and low 
maintenance that they wanted.

Another example where fibre cement 
cladding combined with other materials 
in a new development is a home in 
Newport-on-Tay. The homeowners 
wanted the architects to create a low 
maintenance property while still being 
aesthetically striking against the scenic 
surroundings. BlackDog Architecture 
mixed tones and textures on the facade 
to create a unique and contemporary 

Combining cladding with stone, brick and other materials on your exterior can 
give your home added character and create a strong aesthetic statement, as 
Lisa Grosse from Cedral explains

Variety is the spice of 
self-build facades

Fibre cement cladding, which imitates wood with a 
grain imprinted along its length, can work well with 
different styles of homes
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but to meet the stringent thermal 
performance standards required by 
Building Regulations. Where historically 
windows have been one of the least 
efficient elements of a home, now }lass 
technolo}Þ proÛides ultra�efficient 
options, even for those tackling 
Passivhaus standard homes.

These developments and standards 
mean that for those choosing doors 
and windows to enclose their homes, 

the choice has come more down to 
functionality and usability than size 
and scale. Bi-fold doors, with their ability 
to completely open up to connect 
inside and out, were the first to benefit 
from changes to customer demand, 
whereas more recently, slim-framed 
sliding doors have become the go-
to option; their ultra-narrow frames 
maximising the size of glass to provide a 
connection between home and garden 

all year around, while drawing more 
natural light into indoor spaces.

The popularity of bright, contemporary 
homes, enhanced bÞ their li}ht�filled 
open-plan spaces, seems set to grow and 
grow for self-builders even as Building 
Regulations become stricter. For us at 
IDSystems it means constantly looking 
at research and product development to 
continue to be able to meet customer 
demand.
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While brick is widely used for 
residential exteriors in urban 
settings, and in much of 

the countryside stone is dominant – 
in particular, limestone, sandstone, 
bluestone or quartzite, we are seeing 
many more creative construction 
solutions that employ a range of colours 
and materials. These include using glass, 
stone, brick and wood in a variety of 
combinations. Plaster is also still in very 
much in fashion, and rough concrete has 
gained acceptance as a stylish cladding 
for residential design.

Combining materials when building or 
updating a property can create character 
and add an original, eye-catching look. 
Other advantages are that this can 
give rhythm to the facade and can also 
underline the character of the house.

One way to use cladding with other 
materials is by adding shiplap sidings, 
‘New England’-style weatherboarding 
characterised by long planks, mounted 
horizontally to evoke the exterior of a 
ship. This style choice, long seen on 
coastal or beachfront properties, has 
become a popular design choice more 
generally. Scandi-style slatted wood 
cladding, an interior trend, can also be 
used on the facade to add texture and 
dimension. It doesn’t have to be used for 
the entire exterior, as slatted walls can 
work as accents or half walls, breaking 
up solid colour and changing the overall 
look. The cladding can be used to cover 
a gable and provide a contrast with the 
rest of a building.

Fibre cement cladding, which imitates 
wood with a grain imprinted along its 
length, can work well with different styles 
of homes. This is a strong, versatile and 

sustainable material containing cement 
and fibres, its inherent formulation 
means it does not rot, rust, warp or crack 
under extreme weather conditions. It 
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uses fewer raw materials and less energy 
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For one new build in Chepstow, 
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cement cladding in slate grey for a 
design that matched the modern and 
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property. Pairing wood effect Cedral 
Clic� fibre cement claddin} in white 
with a soft tone in muted shades 
provided a different lighter tone and 
contrasting texture that complemented 
the overall design.

While, contemporary houses are 
particularly suitable for combining 
cladding with other materials, 
incorporating cladding onto the facade 
of an older building can also refresh 
a dated exterior. The new owners of 
a 100-year-old, run down farmhouse 
in Westerham, Kent decided to use a 
combination of materials for the 
exterior of the renovation. They wanted 
a new facade which would si}nificantlÞ 
improve the look and quality of the 
house and be in keeping with the 
surroundings of 16 acres of wooded 
land and paddocks. After looking for a 
material that would provide a realistic 
timber appearance which was also low 
maintenance, they decided to use black 
cladding together with a new brick plinth 
to give it a barn-like feel. 

While white, cream and beige are top 
colour choices for home exteriors, we 
are seeing others such as sage green, 
grey brown, blue grey and sand yellow 
appearing more often. Our research 
project into colour and lifestyle trends 
which was key in developing a new and 

refreshed range of colours for facades 
confirmed this trend°  atural colours are 
gaining popularity with muted colours 
becoming less so.

There are endless combinations that 
might work for a home’s exterior – both 
practically and aesthetically and people 
are wanting to be creative with unique, 
updated looks. Here are some tips to 
help achieve a harmonious result:
• Consider the environment, the 

surrounding buildings and the 
context. Keep the number of 
materials used down to a maximum 
of two or three.

• Stick to two or three colours at 
most. Too much input can 
overwhelm the eye. 

• Alternating a warm shade with 
a darker one always looks 
effective. On the other hand, 
using the same material in two 
different confi}urations, such as 
using the same bricks horizontally 
and vertically, does not give 
good results. 

• Respect the alignments, otherwise 
the lines of perspective will lose 
cohesion. In the end, it’s all about 
choosing the materials that suit 
you best. 

Lisa Grosse is brand manager at Cedral
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Wraptite® airtightness for self-build house
A new self-build house in County Monaghan, Ireland, has been built 
incorporating the high-performing Wraptite air-barrier from the 
A. Proctor Group. The project, designed by McGuigan Architects, 
Monaghan, consists of a 250m2 detached private residence developed 
by Mark Skinnader. The client, Mark Skinnader, explains: “In the early 
stages of the project, the A. Proctor Group technical representative visited 
the site to identify a suitable airtight system. As there is no cavity in the 
proposed wall build-up, we chose the Wraptite breather membrane to 
act as a vapour permeable and airtight barrier at the sheathing board 
layer.” On the performance of Wraptite on the project, Mark Skinnader 
commented: “The experience with Wraptite has been excellent. 
The material is extremely high quality and has provided an excellent 
weathertight seal to the building envelope. In addition, the self adhesive 
nature of 7raptite ma�es the installation much µuic�er and more effi cient° 
Waste was minimal, and offcuts could be re-used. The A. Proctor Group 
also provided Wraptite Liquid Flashing for sealing around windows, 
another excellent product. I am now actively looking at Wraptite on 
several large scale projects.” The Wraptite system is the only self-adhering 
Ûapour permeable air barrier certifi ed bÞ the 		A° �t combines the 
critical properties of vapour permeability and airtightness in one 
self-adhering membrane. 

01250 872261   www.proctorgroup.com
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materials used down to a maximum 
of two or three.

• Stick to two or three colours at 
most. Too much input can 
overwhelm the eye. 

• Alternating a warm shade with 
a darker one always looks 
effective. On the other hand, 
using the same material in two 
different confi}urations, such as 
using the same bricks horizontally 
and vertically, does not give 
good results. 

• Respect the alignments, otherwise 
the lines of perspective will lose 
cohesion. In the end, it’s all about 
choosing the materials that suit 
you best. 

Lisa Grosse is brand manager at Cedral
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When Chris and Sarah Dale purchased 
their home in the village of Ugborough, 
Devon over 15 years ago, it had 

already undergone a conversion from an 
agricultural outbuilding to a dark and cramped 
two-bedroomed home.

Originally built around 1750 as a pig shed, 
the building, named Lutterburn, featured a hay 
loft and was surrounded by an ancient orchard. 
The house was set around a dark hallway 
with limited views and restricted access to an 
overgrown garden. 

Having lived in the existing house for more 
than a decade, the couple were clear on what 
they wanted. Their shopping list for the house 
had three main components: more space, good 
natural lighting and better access to the garden.

The couple also sought to bring back some of 
the building’s agricultural heritage – minus the 
pigs, of course. 

“We always liked Ugborough and loved the 
external look of the barn and its sizeable garden 
as well as its location within the village.” It also 
sits on the edge of a conservation area in South 
Hams, but very little of the garden and the 
surrounding views were visible from the house.

/his was their first adÛenture into bespo�e 
building work on this scale. “We’d undertaken 
full redecoration and converted a downstairs 
shower room to a utility room – neither of which 
is in the same ballpark.”

Barn conversions have long been a popular 
self�build pro�ect tÞpe° /heir confi}uration allows 
for high ceilings, open-plan living and haylofts 
to conÛert into meââanine yoors for bedrooms° 

The building style suits large-scale windows to 
let in plenty of natural light. And there’s the extra 
factor of location\ barns bÞ definition tend to 
be in unspoilt areas surrounded by countryside 
offering incomparable views. 

If you look online for ‘barn conversions,’ there 
is a tendency to see a centuries-old building that 
has been gutted to insert a contemporary home. 
/he leÛel of finish on both the outside and inside 
can end up making the building look new. But 
Chris and Sarah wanted to preserve some of 
its agricultural history through clever design. 
The couple did endless amounts of homework 
on what makes a good barn conversion. “We 
spent months looking around at other barn 
conversions and farm buildings to ensure we 
kept an agricultural feel.”

“We wanted a modern twist on a barn 
extension with an obvious delineation of old and 
new,” explains Chris. “We needed more space, 
but also more light, as well as better connection 
with the garden.”

“When we moved in, there were a lot of things 
that had been done cheaply,” adds Sarah. Good 
advice on revamping a home is to live in it for at 
least a year and learn how you use the spaces 
before reconfi}urin} the buildin}° �or Chris and 
Sarah, it became a decade – but that meant 
they knew in great detail what they needed from 
their new house. 

/he pro�ect be}an when the couple first 
met architect Tim Offer in 2016, with work 
commencing two years later in September 2018. 

Choosing an architect to trust your life savings 
and design your family home is a challenge in 

HIGH POINT
“The whole process!
We loved popping on site 
and seeing the progress 
each week.”

Before
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LOW POINT
“Not so much a low 
point, but we regret not 
getting all the amazing 
people who worked on 
the project to pose for a 
photo to frame and hang 
on a wall as a reminder.”

itself. When the couple initially moved in, they 
met with an architect who drew up plans, but 
Sarah admits, “we really didn’t like them,” and it 
put them off the idea for a while.

�ast forward a decade, and theÞ met with 
Ivybridge-based architect Tim Offer. “We 
really liked his approach and his ideas,” says 
Sarah. “He sat and listened to us about how 
we lived our lives and how we interacted with 
our home.”

The family moved out of the house for a 
year while the major work was carried out in 
stages and there’s still a list for further work. The 
exterior work took about a year, with another 
year to complete the interior work. Work 
continues as budget allows, with plans to install 
solar panels, as well as landscape the large 
garden they can now see from the house. “We 
ran out of budget for solar panels but that is the 
next thing on our list!”

�or the owners and the architect of �utterburn, 
sitting on the edge of a conservation area 
and working with a traditional centuries-old 
building meant that extensive discussions were 
required with the planners and neighbours to 
}et support for the pro�ect° �or the couple, 
the back and forth between planners meant an 
opportunitÞ to fine�tune the desi}n q althou}h 
the lack of feedback from the local planning 
department was a major headache. “It would 
have been easier if they had just told us what it 
was they wanted us to do,” says Sarah. 

“At the heart of the brief was the requirement 
to bring natural light into the property,”says 
architect Tim. The original property was 

organised around a hallway and stair in the 
centre of the plan, the layout was dark and 
disconnected from its garden.

“The brief called for much-needed additional 
space and a re-think of the layout to provide 
improved access and circulation. We needed to 
connect the house to the garden and create a 
light and relaxed home.”

With the project now complete, the Dales 
have almost doubled the size of the old 
80-square metre house they bought in 2006. 

The project has seen the renovation of the 

BEST BUY
“Our Centor bifold doors. 
Like our windows, they 
are aluminium clad but 
what you see on the 
inside is wood. They have 
both an internal blind and 
yÞ screen° �n the summer 
when these are opened 
up the house extends out 
into the garden.”

Barn conversions 
have long been  
popular self-build 
project type – their 
con�guration 
allows for high 
ceilings, open-plan 
living and haylofts 
to convert into 
mezzanine �oors 
for bedrooms
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original building while adding an extension 
which sits at a right angle to the original barn 
and is around 75% of its size. The new extension, 
which is clad in zinc and cedar with open gables, 
increases the number of bedrooms to three. 

The zinc roof was Sarah’s idea, and is in 
keeping with the metal roofs used on farm 
outbuildings. There is cedar wood cladding to 
match the traditional wooden construction and 
the lar}e windows that reyect the lar}e openin}s 
that barns traditionally have at their gable ends. 

/he buildin} also features local stone to fit 
in with the area. “We wanted to be able to see 
where the original building was,” explains Chris. 

/he first thin} Þou notice with the new 
extension is its open gables that draw light 
deep into the house. The gabled form of the 
original barn has been repeated at the rear, 
building over an existing terrace. New bi-fold 
doors – which both Chris and Sarah list among 
their favourite features – bring the outside in, 
encouraging them to spend more time in 
the garden. 

The front door has been moved, with a 
vaulted entrance connecting all of the rooms of 
the house. The sense of a central hallway leading 
off to individual rooms has gone, with a more 
sociable open plan area.

The front door has been moved to the new 
building, with a vaulted entrance replacing 
the dark hallway to connect all of the rooms. 
The entrance leads through to a new dining 
room with views right through to a new terrace 
beÞond° �nside, the first impression of the house 
is glass and wood, slate and stone. The vaulted 
spaces are lined with ply, and the stonework 
has largely been left exposed. 

The ply-lined entrance has a feature staircase 
with a striking wooden balustrade, inspired by a 
cathedral in Copenhagen.

Sarah wanted to avoid the feeling of being 
confined in the �itchen, so she desi}ned it 
as part of a spacious open plan area that 
incorporates the dining space. However, the 
family also desired a separate, enclosed sitting 
room connected to the hall, primarily used for 
relaxation after dinner.

A doorway halfway up the stairs connects to 
the garden at a higher level. “I love coming 
down the stairs in the morning and looking out 
the door,» saÞs Chris° º�t½s the first time Þou see 
the outside world.”

"n the first yoor, there is a new plÞ�lined 
vaulted bedroom, while the existing part of the 
house has been reconfi}ured to proÛide two 
further bedrooms and a bathroom.

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

ARCHITECTS
Tim Offer Architects
www.timoffer.com

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
MJM Structural Engineering
www.mjmc.co.uk 

BUILDING CONTRACTOR
AD Williams 
adwilliamsconstruction.co.uk

STEEL STRUCTURE
First Choice Metalworks 
first�choice�metalwor��ltd°
business.site

PLUMBING / UNDERFLOOR 
HEATING
AS Plumbing Heating 
Renewables
asplumbingltd.co.uk

ELECTRICAL
Adtec Systems
www.adtecsystems.co.uk

KITCHEN
Keith Holder Kitchens
www.khkb.co.uk

WINDOWS AND DOORS
Nordic Designs

WINDOWS, DOORS AND 
FIXED LIGHTS
NorDan
nordan.co.uk

BI-FOLD DOORS
Centor
centor.com/uk

BATHROOM
Fountain Direct
www.fountaindirect.co.uk

OAK FLOORING
Havwoods
www.havwoods.com/uk

OAK STAIRCASE
Moorwood Joinery
www.moorwoodjoinery.co.uk

SLATE FLOORING
Kenyons
www.kenyoncanopy.co.uk/slates-

and-tiles  
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Despite the amount of glass used in the home, 
the project achieved a low U-value, indicating 
effectiÛe insulation° /he final transformation onlÞ 
reveals itself as you get near. On the approach 
to the house from the lane it sits on, only the 
original barn is in view. It isn’t until turning the 
corner that the new elements are visible. “It’s 
a nice surprise to turn the corner and see the 
contrasting modern extension,” says Chris.

“We have lots of favourite features,” says 
Chris. “Internally the glass door halfway up the 
stairs gives a great view of the garden from the 
landing, the oak staircase, and the beautiful 
bathroom. During the day, the zinc roof creates 
a striking contrast with the cedar cladding and 
original stone. And at dusk, looking towards the 
house from the garden, when the lights are on, 
is one of my favourite things to do.”

Chris has plenty of advice for anyone thinking 
of undertaking a similar project. “Everyone 
will tell you that projects go over budget so 
make sure you have a contingency pot. Agree 

on what you are not willing to compromise on. 
Go to home build shows to make contact with 
manufacturers/distributors, and stay in contact 
and ask for discounts.

“Also, shop around. We tried to buy from 
local sources/suppliers where possible but for 
some things especially as the budget is running 
out spread the net wider,” he says. “Have a 
conversation with your builder about what you 
can supply. You will save money and your builder 
doesn’t have to outlay so much.” 

The couple learned a lot along the way, but 
their top tips are relatively simple. “Keep your 
architect involved throughout. Build a good 
relationship with everyone who comes 
to work on your house. Be polite, be friendly, 
be respectful° 	ut be firm about what Þou want 
– and pay invoices promptly.” Since completion, 
their home has gone on to win an award from the 
Daily Telegraph which named it Homebuilding & 
Renovating Home of the Year – Best Extension, 
showing the quality of this build.�

“During the day, the zinc roof creates a 
striking contrast with the cedar cladding 
and original stone”

PATIO STONE
Markstone Granite
www.markstonegranite.co.uk 

TILING
Tileflair
www°tileyair°co°u�

ZINC ROOFING
Joce Roofing Ltd 
www°�oceroofin}°co°u�

BUILDING REGULATIONS
London Building Control
www.londonbuildingcontrol.co.uk
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original building while adding an extension 
which sits at a right angle to the original barn 
and is around 75% of its size. The new extension, 
which is clad in zinc and cedar with open gables, 
increases the number of bedrooms to three. 
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keeping with the metal roofs used on farm 
outbuildings. There is cedar wood cladding to 
match the traditional wooden construction and 
the lar}e windows that reyect the lar}e openin}s 
that barns traditionally have at their gable ends. 

/he buildin} also features local stone to fit 
in with the area. “We wanted to be able to see 
where the original building was,” explains Chris. 

/he first thin} Þou notice with the new 
extension is its open gables that draw light 
deep into the house. The gabled form of the 
original barn has been repeated at the rear, 
building over an existing terrace. New bi-fold 
doors – which both Chris and Sarah list among 
their favourite features – bring the outside in, 
encouraging them to spend more time in 
the garden. 

The front door has been moved, with a 
vaulted entrance connecting all of the rooms of 
the house. The sense of a central hallway leading 
off to individual rooms has gone, with a more 
sociable open plan area.

The front door has been moved to the new 
building, with a vaulted entrance replacing 
the dark hallway to connect all of the rooms. 
The entrance leads through to a new dining 
room with views right through to a new terrace 
beÞond° �nside, the first impression of the house 
is glass and wood, slate and stone. The vaulted 
spaces are lined with ply, and the stonework 
has largely been left exposed. 

The ply-lined entrance has a feature staircase 
with a striking wooden balustrade, inspired by a 
cathedral in Copenhagen.

Sarah wanted to avoid the feeling of being 
confined in the �itchen, so she desi}ned it 
as part of a spacious open plan area that 
incorporates the dining space. However, the 
family also desired a separate, enclosed sitting 
room connected to the hall, primarily used for 
relaxation after dinner.

A doorway halfway up the stairs connects to 
the garden at a higher level. “I love coming 
down the stairs in the morning and looking out 
the door,» saÞs Chris° º�t½s the first time Þou see 
the outside world.”

"n the first yoor, there is a new plÞ�lined 
vaulted bedroom, while the existing part of the 
house has been reconfi}ured to proÛide two 
further bedrooms and a bathroom.

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

ARCHITECTS
Tim Offer Architects
www.timoffer.com

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
MJM Structural Engineering
www.mjmc.co.uk 

BUILDING CONTRACTOR
AD Williams 
adwilliamsconstruction.co.uk

STEEL STRUCTURE
First Choice Metalworks 
first�choice�metalwor��ltd°
business.site

PLUMBING / UNDERFLOOR 
HEATING
AS Plumbing Heating 
Renewables
asplumbingltd.co.uk

ELECTRICAL
Adtec Systems
www.adtecsystems.co.uk

KITCHEN
Keith Holder Kitchens
www.khkb.co.uk

WINDOWS AND DOORS
Nordic Designs

WINDOWS, DOORS AND 
FIXED LIGHTS
NorDan
nordan.co.uk

BI-FOLD DOORS
Centor
centor.com/uk

BATHROOM
Fountain Direct
www.fountaindirect.co.uk

OAK FLOORING
Havwoods
www.havwoods.com/uk

OAK STAIRCASE
Moorwood Joinery
www.moorwoodjoinery.co.uk

SLATE FLOORING
Kenyons
www.kenyoncanopy.co.uk/slates-

and-tiles  
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Despite the amount of glass used in the home, 
the project achieved a low U-value, indicating 
effectiÛe insulation° /he final transformation onlÞ 
reveals itself as you get near. On the approach 
to the house from the lane it sits on, only the 
original barn is in view. It isn’t until turning the 
corner that the new elements are visible. “It’s 
a nice surprise to turn the corner and see the 
contrasting modern extension,” says Chris.

“We have lots of favourite features,” says 
Chris. “Internally the glass door halfway up the 
stairs gives a great view of the garden from the 
landing, the oak staircase, and the beautiful 
bathroom. During the day, the zinc roof creates 
a striking contrast with the cedar cladding and 
original stone. And at dusk, looking towards the 
house from the garden, when the lights are on, 
is one of my favourite things to do.”

Chris has plenty of advice for anyone thinking 
of undertaking a similar project. “Everyone 
will tell you that projects go over budget so 
make sure you have a contingency pot. Agree 

on what you are not willing to compromise on. 
Go to home build shows to make contact with 
manufacturers/distributors, and stay in contact 
and ask for discounts.

“Also, shop around. We tried to buy from 
local sources/suppliers where possible but for 
some things especially as the budget is running 
out spread the net wider,” he says. “Have a 
conversation with your builder about what you 
can supply. You will save money and your builder 
doesn’t have to outlay so much.” 

The couple learned a lot along the way, but 
their top tips are relatively simple. “Keep your 
architect involved throughout. Build a good 
relationship with everyone who comes 
to work on your house. Be polite, be friendly, 
be respectful° 	ut be firm about what Þou want 
– and pay invoices promptly.” Since completion, 
their home has gone on to win an award from the 
Daily Telegraph which named it Homebuilding & 
Renovating Home of the Year – Best Extension, 
showing the quality of this build.�

“During the day, the zinc roof creates a 
striking contrast with the cedar cladding 
and original stone”

PATIO STONE
Markstone Granite
www.markstonegranite.co.uk 

TILING
Tileflair
www°tileyair°co°u�

ZINC ROOFING
Joce Roofing Ltd 
www°�oceroofin}°co°u�

BUILDING REGULATIONS
London Building Control
www.londonbuildingcontrol.co.uk
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Net zero is now high on the 
Government’s agenda, meaning 
the days for fossil fuel heating 

solutions are numbered. Opting for a 
low-carbon alternative, such as a heat 
pump, not only helps you stay ahead of 
upcoming regulations but also comes 
with a host of other benefits that are 
good for your wallet and the planet.

"ne of the bi} benefits of choosin} a 
heat pump is that it saves money in the 
long run. While the upfront cost may be 
a bit higher than traditional systems – 
like gas boilers – the energy savings and 
reduced heating bills over time make it a 
smart financial moÛe° 

But it’s not just about the money. 
Choosing a low-carbon heating option 
like a heat pump also aligns with the 
broader goal of sustainability. By cutting 
back on fossil fuels, you’re directly 
reducing harmful greenhouse gas 
emissions, which is crucial for combating 
climate change. Additionally, having an 
eco-friendly heating system can enhance 
the value of your property, making 
it more attractive to environmentally 
conscious buyers.

In this changing landscape of eco-
awareness and evolving energy choices, 
opting for a low-carbon heating 
solution like a heat pump is not just a 
practical decision; it’s a step towards 
a brighter, greener future. It saves you 
money, makes a positive impact on the 
environment, and keeps your project in 
line with future regulations – a win-win 
for you and the planet.

WHAT ABOUT HYDROGEN?
Hydrogen has been a buzzword in the 
low-carbon world for a while, and while 
it sounds promising, it’s not always as 
ener}Þ efficient as it½s made out to be°

Producing hydrogen requires a huge 

amount of electricity. The electricity 
used to produce hydrogen could be put 
to much better use. One compelling 
alternative is to channel that electricity 
directly into heat pumps. By opting 
for heat pumps instead of hydrogen 
production, the UK will be able to 
reach net âero in a more efficient waÞ 
that is more manageable for consumers 
over time.

Hydrogen also is not guaranteed as a 
fully renewable energy source due to its 
varying production methods – known as 
Grey, Blue, and Green. While Green runs 
off renewable energy sources like solar 
and wind, Blue and Grey still use fossil 
fuels to power production. Grey is also 
the most toxic to the environment, as 
carbon emissions are not captured once 
released. Unfortunately, Grey is the most 
widely used production method at the 
moment – with 92% of global hydrogen 

produced this way in 2022.
So, while hydrogen might be getting 

some attention in the context of low-
carbon heating options, sometimes the 
simplest solutions are the best. Heat 
pumps are a proven way to achieve 
efficient, eco�friendlÞ heatin} for a home° 

THE HEAT PUMP SOLUTION IN A COST-OF-LIVING 
CRISIS
The cost of home heating is at front 
of mind for us all, and recent research 
by Mitsubishi Electric and Ipsos shows 
that 55% of Britons want the cost-
of-living crisis to be a priority on the 
Government’s agenda. As we approach 
winter, this concern is ever present. How 
can we heat our homes in a way that is 
both cost-effective and healthy for the 
planet?

Luckily, there is a solution. Heat 
pumps are extremelÞ ener}Þ efficient q 
capable of providing up to three times 
more energy than they consume. This 
makes them a great choice for savvy 
homebuilders looking to save money 
while reducing carbon emissions. Heat 
pump technology allows for highly 
ener}Þ efficient residential heatin}, as for 
every kW of electricity consumed, a heat 
pump can produce 3 kWs of heat energy. 
In comparison, a typical gas boiler 
produces less than 1 kW of heat energy.

Less energy used means less money 
spent on bills. When two in three Britons 
think that the worst is yet to come with 
the cost-of-living crisis, a money saving 
option like heat pumps couldn’t be 
more relevant.

FUTUREPROOFING WITH HEAT PUMPS
Investing in a heat pump is not just 
a smart choice for today, but also a 
crucial step towards futureproofin} Þour 
home. In an era marked by growing 

When choosing a heating system for your new-build project, it’s now time 
to move away from the previous default option of a conventional gas boiler. 
James Chaplin of Mitsubishi Electric says that UK’s net zero target is just one 
reason to shift your decision-making criteria

Time to turn off the gas

When two in three Britons think that the worst is yet 
to come with the cost of living crisis, a money-saving 
option like heat pumps couldn’t be more relevant
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For a look of luxury, heritage, class and beauty, 
specifi ers are increasin}lÞ usin} steel for 
different areas in the home choosing a Steel 
Window Association (SWA) member for 
quality assurance and technical guidance. 
Generally, architects and homeowners are 
choosing steel screens, doors and windows 
as they allow natural light into a space; for 
example, in kitchens and living rooms, steel 
internal partitions will break up a space while 
windows maximise the light which can enter. 
External steel windows can be amalgamated 

into extensions as a replacement for exterior walls. Not only are steel windows 
incredibly stylish, the strong W20 steel sections allow for double glazed 
windows with thermallÞ effi cient units so rooms can staÞ beautiful and warm°

www.steel-window-association.co.uk

Sumptuous steel for the home
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The Selfbuilder & Homemaker website is an
online provider of past and present
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involved in and working on a self-build
project. www.sbhonline.co.uk is a one-stop
source for all the latest press releases,
providing visitors with access to information
about products and services that they may
require. From the website, you can find links
to digital issues that have live links to
advertisers’ sites, as well as daily email alerts
to keep you as informed as possible. You

can also subcribe to receive regular copies of the printed and digital
versions of the magazine, or sign up to the monthly Selfbuilder &
Homemaker newsletter.
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Net zero is now high on the 
Government’s agenda, meaning 
the days for fossil fuel heating 

solutions are numbered. Opting for a 
low-carbon alternative, such as a heat 
pump, not only helps you stay ahead of 
upcoming regulations but also comes 
with a host of other benefits that are 
good for your wallet and the planet.

One of the big benefits of choosing a 
heat pump is that it saves money in the 
long run. While the upfront cost may be 
a bit higher than traditional systems – 
like gas boilers – the energy savings and 
reduced heating bills over time make it a 
smart financial move. 

But it’s not just about the money. 
Choosing a low-carbon heating option 
like a heat pump also aligns with the 
broader goal of sustainability. By cutting 
back on fossil fuels, you’re directly 
reducing harmful greenhouse gas 
emissions, which is crucial for combating 
climate change. Additionally, having an 
eco-friendly heating system can enhance 
the value of your property, making 
it more attractive to environmentally 
conscious buyers.

In this changing landscape of eco-
awareness and evolving energy choices, 
opting for a low-carbon heating 
solution like a heat pump is not just a 
practical decision; it’s a step towards 
a brighter, greener future. It saves you 
money, makes a positive impact on the 
environment, and keeps your project in 
line with future regulations – a win-win 
for you and the planet.

WHAT ABOUT HYDROGEN?
Hydrogen has been a buzzword in the 
low-carbon world for a while, and while 
it sounds promising, it’s not always as 
energy efficient as it’s made out to be.

Producing hydrogen requires a huge 

amount of electricity. The electricity 
used to produce hydrogen could be put 
to much better use. One compelling 
alternative is to channel that electricity 
directly into heat pumps. By opting 
for heat pumps instead of hydrogen 
production, the UK will be able to 
reach net zero in a more efficient way 
that is more manageable for consumers 
over time.

Hydrogen also is not guaranteed as a 
fully renewable energy source due to its 
varying production methods – known as 
Grey, Blue, and Green. While Green runs 
off renewable energy sources like solar 
and wind, Blue and Grey still use fossil 
fuels to power production. Grey is also 
the most toxic to the environment, as 
carbon emissions are not captured once 
released. Unfortunately, Grey is the most 
widely used production method at the 
moment – with 92% of global hydrogen 

produced this way in 2022.
So, while hydrogen might be getting 

some attention in the context of low-
carbon heating options, sometimes the 
simplest solutions are the best. Heat 
pumps are a proven way to achieve 
efficient, eco-friendly heating for a home. 

THE HEAT PUMP SOLUTION IN A COST-OF-LIVING 
CRISIS
The cost of home heating is at front 
of mind for us all, and recent research 
by Mitsubishi Electric and Ipsos shows 
that 55% of Britons want the cost-
of-living crisis to be a priority on the 
Government’s agenda. As we approach 
winter, this concern is ever present. How 
can we heat our homes in a way that is 
both cost-effective and healthy for the 
planet?

Luckily, there is a solution. Heat 
pumps are extremely energy efficient – 
capable of providing up to three times 
more energy than they consume. This 
makes them a great choice for savvy 
homebuilders looking to save money 
while reducing carbon emissions. Heat 
pump technology allows for highly 
energy efficient residential heating, as for 
every kW of electricity consumed, a heat 
pump can produce 3 kWs of heat energy. 
In comparison, a typical gas boiler 
produces less than 1 kW of heat energy.

Less energy used means less money 
spent on bills. When two in three Britons 
think that the worst is yet to come with 
the cost-of-living crisis, a money saving 
option like heat pumps couldn’t be 
more relevant.

FUTUREPROOFING WITH HEAT PUMPS
Investing in a heat pump is not just 
a smart choice for today, but also a 
crucial step towards futureproofing your 
home. In an era marked by growing 

When choosing a heating system for your new-build project, it’s now time 
to move away from the previous default option of a conventional gas boiler. 
James Chaplen of Mitsubishi Electric says that UK’s net zero target is just one 
reason to shift your decision-making criteria

Time to turn off the gas

When two in three Britons think that the worst is yet 
to come with the cost of living crisis, a money-saving 
option like heat pumps couldn’t be more relevant
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climate consciousness and stringent 
environmental regulations, making 
sure you are prepared for the future is 
essential. 

By harnessing renewable energy 
sources such as air and ground, heat 
pumps operate with si}nificantlÞ lower 
carbon footprints. Installing one will 
help Þou contribute to the fi}ht for net 
zero while also avoiding potential future 
penalties or restrictions associated with 
fossil fuel-based heating.

Not only this, but heat pumps also 
futureproof the value of your home if 
you choose to sell. As more buyers seek 
ener}Þ�efficient, enÛironmentallÞ friendlÞ 
homes, having a home purpose-built 
to house a heat pump can si}nificantlÞ 
increase your property’s marketability. 
It sets your house apart as a forward-
thinking, sustainable choice in a 
competitive market.

As we get closer to the 2050 net zero 
tar}et, re}ulations for ener}Þ efficiencÞ 

will likely tighten as we drive forward 
to a decarbonisation of home heating. 
Hence, it becomes more imperative 
to consider the benefits of low�carbon 
heating. Doing so means you can begin 
to futureproof your home, and with that 
can come reduced costs and lower 
carbon emissions.

James Chaplen is head of product 
marketing & communications, residential 
product group at Mitsubishi Electric
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0808 134 6123 or visit www.stiltz.co.uk 
Call today to discuss your project or request your free information pack on

Make your new home 
your forever home, 
with a Stiltz Homelift

• Contemporary styling
• Flexible positioning
• Small footprint
• Cost-effective
• Energy efficient
• Suitable for future-proofing
• Advanced safety features
• Fully guaranteed

Stiltz locks in future benefits and helps you embrace 
a new way of living. This neat, discreet solution for 
moving between floors can be positioned almost 
anywhere and installs quickly with a minimum of fuss. 

Stiltz consultants work with you or your architect at 
any stage of planning or construction. We can even 
retrofit into existing spaces if you’re renovating rather 
than rebuilding.

And barn conversions, double-height rooms or high-
ceilinged properties are taken care of. Our latest 
models travel up to 6 metres.

Whether you’re renovating, extending or building from the ground up, 
future proof with confidence with a Stiltz Homelift.

“The Stiltz Homelifts building and renovation division worked 
together with our architects to deliver the lift installation exactly to 

our specification. Impressive work”. 
Mrs W. - Oxfordshire
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climate consciousness and stringent 
environmental regulations, making 
sure you are prepared for the future is 
essential. 

By harnessing renewable energy 
sources such as air and ground, heat 
pumps operate with si}nificantlÞ lower 
carbon footprints. Installing one will 
help Þou contribute to the fi}ht for net 
zero while also avoiding potential future 
penalties or restrictions associated with 
fossil fuel-based heating.

Not only this, but heat pumps also 
futureproof the value of your home if 
you choose to sell. As more buyers seek 
ener}Þ�efficient, enÛironmentallÞ friendlÞ 
homes, having a home purpose-built 
to house a heat pump can si}nificantlÞ 
increase your property’s marketability. 
It sets your house apart as a forward-
thinking, sustainable choice in a 
competitive market.

As we get closer to the 2050 net zero 
tar}et, re}ulations for ener}Þ efficiencÞ 

will likely tighten as we drive forward 
to a decarbonisation of home heating. 
Hence, it becomes more imperative 
to consider the benefits of low�carbon 
heating. Doing so means you can begin 
to futureproof your home, and with that 
can come reduced costs and lower 
carbon emissions.

James Chaplen is head of product 
marketing & communications, residential 
product group at Mitsubishi Electric
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Simon and Jo Morris made over their home in Hitchin with their architect, 
transforming it from an open-plan layout to a set of distinct, harmonious 
spaces that worked better for their growing family
TEXT TOM BODDY IMAGES JWB ARCHITECTS

FORM FOLLOWS
FAMILY

CASE STUDY
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In the historic market town of Hitchin, Hertfordshire, 
a Victorian terrace has been delightfully renovated 
and extended to create a modern and very functional 

family home. The original layout has undergone a 
si}nificant oÛerhaul, featurin} a loft conÛersion, the 
addition of a familÞ bathroom on the first yoor, and a 
spacious rear extension that effectively doubled the size 
of the ori}inal }round yoor°

The inception of the project was born out of a practical 
necessity – after nearly a decade in their home, the 
homeowners Simon and Jo Morris found themselves 
yearning for more space as their two young children, 
Eli and Indi, grew, and their needs evolved.

While they considered the possibility of relocating, 
Simon and Jo couldn’t bring themselves to leave Hitchin. 
The town was not only highly commutable to London, 
which is where Jo worked, but as Simon describes, 
Hitchin has “its own identity, with plenty of cafes, 
restaurants and good schools.”

Despite their attachment to the town, the couple 
reco}nised the need for a complete reconfi}uration of 
their home to meet the evolving needs of their family. 

The existing open-plan design, while having its own 
charm, occasionally felt cramped. Simon admits, “We 
did sometimes feel like we got on top of each other, 
and craved our own space.” Thus, a primary goal of 

The couple recognised the need for 
a complete recon�guration of their 
home to meet the evolving needs of 
their family
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the project was to create distinct areas that 
allowed privacy within the home.

The biggest restriction of the house’s 
previous layout was the downstairs bathroom 
bein} located at the rear of the }round yoor, 
completely blocking any connection to the 
garden. To access the garden the family had 
to go through a side door which was situated 
next to the downstairs toilet.

Despite the desire for a substantial layout 
change, the family aimed to preserve elements 
of the original Victorian design. “The brief was 
essentially ‘not a box stuck on the end of the 
house’! We wanted a modern, interesting style 
but one which worked in harmony with and 
echoed the forms of the rear of the original 
property,” explains Simon.

The architect that the couple tasked with the 
renovation of the home was Joe Williams, of 
practice JW Bespoke. “We looked at several 
architects online, but we wanted to find a local 
one with more creativity to their work than 
many had,” explains Simon. 

The couple were blown away by Joe’s 
portfolio, and his style, which closely aligned 
with what they wanted to achieve on their 
build. As Jo and Simon both work in creative 
industries (Jo is an account director for a large 
design and marketing agency, and Simon an 
interior designer), they had already developed 
some good ideas, but Simon comments that 
they “just needed someone to bring these to 
life in a real and practical way!” Describing 
Joe’s contribution as “incredible,” the couple 
credit him for bringing reassurance and a 
calm demeanour, as well as valuable advice 
throughout their project.

PLANNING & CONSTRUCTION
Despite the proposal including a large 
extension, navigating the planning process 
proved relatively smooth. However, as they 

were extending approximately 7.5 metres 
beyond the back of the house, the client 
and architect were “very conscious” of the 
neighbours. In an attempt to avoid any 
possible conyict, theÞ created lower eaÛes in 
order to minimise the impact of their home on 
neighbouring properties.

That said, a neighbour on one side also had 
ambitions to extend in the future. “We liaised 
with them and agreed that we could build a 
new party wall ‘across’ the boundary,” explains 
architect �oe° /his had hu}e benefits for both 
parties and made for a much more efficient 
use of space. Another happy outcome was that 
he was also subsequently appointed to design 
and deliver their extension.

/he construction process, while efficient, 
brought its own set of challenges. The 
builders’ swift progress, though a positive, 
demanded quick decision-making which left 
little room to muse on an idea or approach. 
While the majority of their work was good, 
unfortunatelÞ some of the finishin} wasn½t 
up to Simon and Jo’s standards. “Being a 
designer with an eye for detail, this was very 
important to me!” explains Simon.

Not only this but the project was built 
against the challenging backdrop of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, with material shortages 
and price hikes adding to the stress.

The build also had its challenges from a 
practical point of view. The house, like many 
6ictorian properties, benefitted from a side 
access passage from the front through to 
the rear garden. Joe Williams emphasises, 
“Maintaining this was important from a 
practical point of view, but it did present 
design challenges!”

The passageway’s narrow dimensions meant 
that onlÞ a mini�di}}er could fit throu}h, 
meaning that “the build sequence was very 
important!” explains Joe. Fortunately, both 

The extension has 
aluminium Crittall-style doors 
which open directly onto the 
slate-tiled patio, providing a more 
cohesive living and entertaining 
space for the family
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neighbours were helpful and allowed the 
builders to extend their working area. 

Further complications came with more 
unexpected costs. The area in which the 
original kitchen had been built was essentially 
sitting on sand. After discovering this, a 
completelÞ new yoorÉfoundation was to 
be constructed. 

As with most construction endeavours, 
managing the budget took a central role. 
The unexpected costs meant remortgaging 
became a necessity, not once but twice. “We 
also had to remortgage for a second time 
towards the end of the build, as we realised 
we didn’t have enough to complete the 
internal aspects such as the new kitchen,” 
asserts Simon. Despite the kitchen being on 
a tight budget, the team managed to get 
clever with a combination of IKEA units and 
doors, with various suppliers providing other 
elements. “It doesn’t have the look of a typical 
IKEA kitchen!”

RECONFIGURATION
The initial phase of the project involved the 
removal of the existing bathroom at the rear 
of the house. This made way for the primary 
extension encompassing a new modern 
kitchen, dining and seating area. It also 
facilitated the incorporation of additional 
storage, a combined downstairs WC and utility 
room, with a refined loun}e space with ample 
room for a piano. 

The extension has aluminium, Crittall-style 
doors which open directly onto the slate tiled 
patio and out into the garden, providing a 
much more cohesive living and entertaining 
space. “We use the garden so much more 
than we used to as we now also have a back 
gate onto the alley behind our house leading 
directly up to the kids’ schools, which is very 
handy! It has completely changed the way 

we live; we always say it is like having a new 
house!” asserts Simon.

The architect Joe says the challenge in 
terms of the new layout was deciding where 
to locate the new family bathroom, a decision 
which would have a major impact on the 
current bedroom arrangement. In the end it 
was decided to moÛe it into a further first yoor 
extension. Joe explains: “We also opted to 
extend upwards, also forming a loft conversion 
with a dormer window.”

This redesign has not only added more living 
space downstairs but has also provided the 
children with their own areas. “By doing the 
loft conversion it has given our son a really 
good space for him to bring his friends back 
to,” says Simon. “He is a very keen drummer 
and the space allows him to have rehearsals up 
there with his friends. Given they are hidden 
away at the top of the house it has not been 
too disruptive, however you would have to ask 
the neighbours for their side of the story!”

INTERIOR DESIGN
Downstairs, the interior conveys a modern, 
sleek aesthetic, blending bold contrasts of 
black and white with the warmth of natural 
wood. “We wanted to achieve a space that 
didn’t feel the same as so many current interior 
schemes with the standard shaker kitchens 
with oa� herrin}bone yoorin},» saÞs -imon° 
The aim was to achieve a contemporary design 
that also gave a nod to the original house’s 
character.

The kitchen features thin 12 mm marble-
effect worktops, with a large island built 
with an integrated sink and brass tap. A 
separate built in hot drin�Ébrea�fast alcoÛe 
within the kitchen units sits adjacent to this. 
The combination of oak veneered doors and 
matte black doors creates an overall sense of 
elegance in the space.
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the project was to create distinct areas that 
allowed privacy within the home.

The biggest restriction of the house’s 
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bein} located at the rear of the }round yoor, 
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house’! We wanted a modern, interesting style 
but one which worked in harmony with and 
echoed the forms of the rear of the original 
property,” explains Simon.

The architect that the couple tasked with the 
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practice JW Bespoke. “We looked at several 
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one with more creativity to their work than 
many had,” explains Simon. 
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portfolio, and his style, which closely aligned 
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interior designer), they had already developed 
some good ideas, but Simon comments that 
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PLANNING & CONSTRUCTION
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proved relatively smooth. However, as they 

were extending approximately 7.5 metres 
beyond the back of the house, the client 
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and price hikes adding to the stress.
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important!” explains Joe. Fortunately, both 

The extension has 
aluminium Crittall-style doors 
which open directly onto the 
slate-tiled patio, providing a more 
cohesive living and entertaining 
space for the family
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extend upwards, also forming a loft conversion 
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space downstairs but has also provided the 
children with their own areas. “By doing the 
loft conversion it has given our son a really 
good space for him to bring his friends back 
to,” says Simon. “He is a very keen drummer 
and the space allows him to have rehearsals up 
there with his friends. Given they are hidden 
away at the top of the house it has not been 
too disruptive, however you would have to ask 
the neighbours for their side of the story!”

INTERIOR DESIGN
Downstairs, the interior conveys a modern, 
sleek aesthetic, blending bold contrasts of 
black and white with the warmth of natural 
wood. “We wanted to achieve a space that 
didn’t feel the same as so many current interior 
schemes with the standard shaker kitchens 
with oa� herrin}bone yoorin},» saÞs -imon° 
The aim was to achieve a contemporary design 
that also gave a nod to the original house’s 
character.

The kitchen features thin 12 mm marble-
effect worktops, with a large island built 
with an integrated sink and brass tap. A 
separate built in hot drin�Ébrea�fast alcoÛe 
within the kitchen units sits adjacent to this. 
The combination of oak veneered doors and 
matte black doors creates an overall sense of 
elegance in the space.
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As carbon emissions are 
an increasing concern for 
homeowners and with the 

cost-of-living crisis not easing up anytime 
soon, many are on the hunt for a 
heating solution which is both eco and 
wallet-friendly.

7hile underyoor heatin} used to 
be seen as a luxury product, in reality, 
it can help homeowners save much-
needed funds. This is because it uses 
less energy than traditional radiators. As 
well as being good for the planet, the 
energy savings will also keep bills low. 
In today’s climate, that may be reason 
enou}h to install underyoor heatin}, but 
with a whole host of benefits, includin} 
having precise temperature control and 
the opportunity for space saving, it’s no 
surprise that more people are making 
the switch.

KEEP COSTS DOWN FOR THE LONG-TERM
"ne of the main benefits of underyoor 
heating, probably more so now than 
eÛer, is that it is ener}Þ efficient° 
1nderyoor heatin} wor�s bÞ heatin} the 
whole surface area of the yoor, meanin} 
that heat is evenly distributed across the 
room. It can therefore operate at lower 
temperatures than traditional radiators, 
which often only have around two square 
metres of heat emitting surfaces and 
distribute heat upwards towards the 
ceiling, which can lead to hot and cold 
spots within a room. As a result, less 
energy is needed to keep the room 
warm, resulting in both lower energy bills 
and an eco-friendlier home.

As well as the cost savings from lower 
ener}Þ usa}e, underyoor heatin} can 
also save homeowners a small fortune 
in maintenance costs. With traditional 
heating systems, such as radiators, 
regular maintenance is required to 
ensure they are working correctly. This 
can involve bleeding the radiators, 
checking for leaks, and repairing or 

replacin} bro�en parts° 7ith underyoor 
heating, however, there are fewer moving 
parts or exposed elements to wear out or 
malfunction, making it a low-maintenance 
option for homeowners.

EXTRA COMFORT
Saving money on your energy bills is a 
bi} benefit, especiallÞ amid the on}oin} 
cost-of-living crisis. But another major 
pull for homeowners is the deluxe 
feel of underyoor heatin}° /his is 
because underyoor heatin} controls are 
specificallÞ desi}ned to deliÛer maximum 
comfort and optimum efficiencÞ° 9ou 
can control Þour underyoor heatin} 
either directly from the thermostat or, 
if you have smart controls, via an app 
for smartphones or tablets° 1nderyoor 
heating also works on a zonal system, 
so you’re able to control each zone, or 
room, independently. Having precise 
control of the temperature throughout 
different areas of your home lets you 
create your perfect ‘comfort zone,’ 
meaning you don’t need to waste energy 

heating spaces that aren’t in use. 
"n top of this, underyoor heatin} also 

brin}s seÛeral health benefits° ,adiators 
heat a space through convection, 
meaning that heat rises and then falls 
when it gets cooler. While doing so, it 
is also circulating dust, allergens, and 
airborne particles around your space. 
As underyoor heatin} is radiant heat, 
there is much less movement of air, 
and therefore dust and pollutants. This 
creates a cleaner indoor air quality.

DESIGN FREEDOM
 ot onlÞ does underyoor heatin} ma�e 
your space feel better, but can make it 
look better too. Unlike other forms of 
heatin}, underyoor heatin} is ¼inÛisible°½ 
Traditional radiators can impinge on 
space and disrupt a room’s aesthetics, 
whereas underyoor heatin} needs no 
visible pipework. This creates a more 
contemporary feel and gives you more 
space to make your own.

A common misconception with 
underyoor heatin} is that it onlÞ wor�s 

Dean Asher from Polypipe Building Products uncovers the sustainability and 
practicalitÞ adÛanta}es of underyoor heatin} for modern homes

Affordable warmth

You can control your under�oor heating either 
directly from the thermostat, or if you have smart 
controls, via a smartphone app
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The couple also “couldn’t resist” choosing 
the �et blac� satin finish en}ineered wooden 
yoor for the �itchen° º7e could haÛe had tiles 
but I’m not a fan of kitchen spaces that have 
tiled sections with wooden sections for the 
rest of the room° � prefer a yoor that unifies a 
space,” explains Simon.

The theme of black extends throughout 
the home. One side of the new extension 
is painted completely black, including the 
sloped ceiling which counter-intuitively makes 
it feel much larger. “Black is an elegant, 
contemporary colour, and has so much depth. 
I much prefer it to the grey interiors which 
have become so ubiquitous,” says Simon.

The extension has delivered two generously 
sized bedrooms, as well as the new family 
bathroom, front liÛin}É/6 room, and a lar}e 
bedroom with expansive views from the loft 
room. “As with any extension to an existing 
house, making it feel part of the home, without 
the need to weave through endless corridors, 
is important,” asserts Joe. “But I think we 
achieved it here.”

Joe puts an emphasis on designing a route 
through the extended house that feels as 
though it ‘could have always been that way.’ 
The exception is arriving at the new open 
plan space to the rear which hits you with 
ºthe wow factor» q it½s an area filled with li}ht, 
space, different levels and forms, which all 
provide a canvas for contemporary interior 
desi}n finishes°

“It all combines to create a really warm 
environment that makes you feel cosy 
and comfortable straight away, while also 
being super striking and contemporary,” 
explains Joe.

EXTERNAL APPEARANCE
The external aesthetic of the renovation 
draws inspiration from the original house’s 
shapes and forms. An interesting aspect of 
the original home was that, despite being in 
a row of terraces, the plots were taken on by 
different builders at that time, so there are 

subtle variations in their design.
Its original exterior boasted an asymmetric 

nature which the team wanted to introduce 
into the rear elevation of the extension. The 
team were also keen to avoid a large set of 
doors at the rear. “Having a separate window 
is super practical for natural ventilation – 
particularly when combined with the small 
window to the rear of the kitchen space for 
cross-winds,” explains Joe.

The picture window serves the dining space 
and provides another cosy nook for reading 
or pondering while looking out to the garden. 
A charred larch claddin} was then specified 
for the recessed section, to contrast but also 
complement the brickwork. 

Some sustainability considerations were 
woven into the project, with bricks sourced 
from large developments in London and the 
installation of a new gas combi boiler, 
coupled with underyoor heatin}° 7hile low 
energy was not the couple’s primary focus, 
the measures reyected a conscientious 
approach to environmental impact within the 
project’s budget.

Now comfortably settled into their 
transformed home, the family are very happy 
with the way it’s turned out. They have found 
joy in the newly separated spaces – each area 
having its distinct purpose, from the front 
liÛin}É/6 room to the lar}e �itchen extension 
that now serves as the heart of the house. 
In stark contrast to the previous layout, the 
downstairs area is now a blend of openness 
and privacy, providing a balance of social and 
more tranquil, private spaces.

,eyectin} on the pro�ect½s success, the 
couple’s architect expresses particular 
satisfaction with the ‘can-do’ nature that 
defined his clients½ attitude° �espite bud}et 
constraints and the unforeseen impact of 
external pressures like the pandemic, Joe 
enthuses: “Simon and Jo knuckled down and 
pulled through to create such a wonderful 
home that will serve them for many years 
to come.”�
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As carbon emissions are 
an increasing concern for 
homeowners and with the 

cost-of-living crisis not easing up anytime 
soon, many are on the hunt for a 
heating solution which is both eco and 
wallet-friendly.

7hile underyoor heatin} used to 
be seen as a luxury product, in reality, 
it can help homeowners save much-
needed funds. This is because it uses 
less energy than traditional radiators. As 
well as being good for the planet, the 
energy savings will also keep bills low. 
In today’s climate, that may be reason 
enou}h to install underyoor heatin}, but 
with a whole host of benefits, includin} 
having precise temperature control and 
the opportunity for space saving, it’s no 
surprise that more people are making 
the switch.

KEEP COSTS DOWN FOR THE LONG-TERM
"ne of the main benefits of underyoor 
heating, probably more so now than 
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1nderyoor heatin} wor�s bÞ heatin} the 
whole surface area of the yoor, meanin} 
that heat is evenly distributed across the 
room. It can therefore operate at lower 
temperatures than traditional radiators, 
which often only have around two square 
metres of heat emitting surfaces and 
distribute heat upwards towards the 
ceiling, which can lead to hot and cold 
spots within a room. As a result, less 
energy is needed to keep the room 
warm, resulting in both lower energy bills 
and an eco-friendlier home.

As well as the cost savings from lower 
ener}Þ usa}e, underyoor heatin} can 
also save homeowners a small fortune 
in maintenance costs. With traditional 
heating systems, such as radiators, 
regular maintenance is required to 
ensure they are working correctly. This 
can involve bleeding the radiators, 
checking for leaks, and repairing or 

replacin} bro�en parts° 7ith underyoor 
heating, however, there are fewer moving 
parts or exposed elements to wear out or 
malfunction, making it a low-maintenance 
option for homeowners.

EXTRA COMFORT
Saving money on your energy bills is a 
bi} benefit, especiallÞ amid the on}oin} 
cost-of-living crisis. But another major 
pull for homeowners is the deluxe 
feel of underyoor heatin}° /his is 
because underyoor heatin} controls are 
specificallÞ desi}ned to deliÛer maximum 
comfort and optimum efficiencÞ° 9ou 
can control Þour underyoor heatin} 
either directly from the thermostat or, 
if you have smart controls, via an app 
for smartphones or tablets° 1nderyoor 
heating also works on a zonal system, 
so you’re able to control each zone, or 
room, independently. Having precise 
control of the temperature throughout 
different areas of your home lets you 
create your perfect ‘comfort zone,’ 
meaning you don’t need to waste energy 

heating spaces that aren’t in use. 
"n top of this, underyoor heatin} also 

brin}s seÛeral health benefits° ,adiators 
heat a space through convection, 
meaning that heat rises and then falls 
when it gets cooler. While doing so, it 
is also circulating dust, allergens, and 
airborne particles around your space. 
As underyoor heatin} is radiant heat, 
there is much less movement of air, 
and therefore dust and pollutants. This 
creates a cleaner indoor air quality.

DESIGN FREEDOM
 ot onlÞ does underyoor heatin} ma�e 
your space feel better, but can make it 
look better too. Unlike other forms of 
heatin}, underyoor heatin} is ¼inÛisible°½ 
Traditional radiators can impinge on 
space and disrupt a room’s aesthetics, 
whereas underyoor heatin} needs no 
visible pipework. This creates a more 
contemporary feel and gives you more 
space to make your own.

A common misconception with 
underyoor heatin} is that it onlÞ wor�s 

Dean Asher from Polypipe Building Products uncovers the sustainability and 
practicalitÞ adÛanta}es of underyoor heatin} for modern homes
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The couple also “couldn’t resist” choosing 
the �et blac� satin finish en}ineered wooden 
yoor for the �itchen° º7e could haÛe had tiles 
but I’m not a fan of kitchen spaces that have 
tiled sections with wooden sections for the 
rest of the room° � prefer a yoor that unifies a 
space,” explains Simon.

The theme of black extends throughout 
the home. One side of the new extension 
is painted completely black, including the 
sloped ceiling which counter-intuitively makes 
it feel much larger. “Black is an elegant, 
contemporary colour, and has so much depth. 
I much prefer it to the grey interiors which 
have become so ubiquitous,” says Simon.

The extension has delivered two generously 
sized bedrooms, as well as the new family 
bathroom, front liÛin}É/6 room, and a lar}e 
bedroom with expansive views from the loft 
room. “As with any extension to an existing 
house, making it feel part of the home, without 
the need to weave through endless corridors, 
is important,” asserts Joe. “But I think we 
achieved it here.”

Joe puts an emphasis on designing a route 
through the extended house that feels as 
though it ‘could have always been that way.’ 
The exception is arriving at the new open 
plan space to the rear which hits you with 
ºthe wow factor» q it½s an area filled with li}ht, 
space, different levels and forms, which all 
provide a canvas for contemporary interior 
desi}n finishes°

“It all combines to create a really warm 
environment that makes you feel cosy 
and comfortable straight away, while also 
being super striking and contemporary,” 
explains Joe.

EXTERNAL APPEARANCE
The external aesthetic of the renovation 
draws inspiration from the original house’s 
shapes and forms. An interesting aspect of 
the original home was that, despite being in 
a row of terraces, the plots were taken on by 
different builders at that time, so there are 

subtle variations in their design.
Its original exterior boasted an asymmetric 

nature which the team wanted to introduce 
into the rear elevation of the extension. The 
team were also keen to avoid a large set of 
doors at the rear. “Having a separate window 
is super practical for natural ventilation – 
particularly when combined with the small 
window to the rear of the kitchen space for 
cross-winds,” explains Joe.

The picture window serves the dining space 
and provides another cosy nook for reading 
or pondering while looking out to the garden. 
A charred larch claddin} was then specified 
for the recessed section, to contrast but also 
complement the brickwork. 

Some sustainability considerations were 
woven into the project, with bricks sourced 
from large developments in London and the 
installation of a new gas combi boiler, 
coupled with underyoor heatin}° 7hile low 
energy was not the couple’s primary focus, 
the measures reyected a conscientious 
approach to environmental impact within the 
project’s budget.

Now comfortably settled into their 
transformed home, the family are very happy 
with the way it’s turned out. They have found 
joy in the newly separated spaces – each area 
having its distinct purpose, from the front 
liÛin}É/6 room to the lar}e �itchen extension 
that now serves as the heart of the house. 
In stark contrast to the previous layout, the 
downstairs area is now a blend of openness 
and privacy, providing a balance of social and 
more tranquil, private spaces.

,eyectin} on the pro�ect½s success, the 
couple’s architect expresses particular 
satisfaction with the ‘can-do’ nature that 
defined his clients½ attitude° �espite bud}et 
constraints and the unforeseen impact of 
external pressures like the pandemic, Joe 
enthuses: “Simon and Jo knuckled down and 
pulled through to create such a wonderful 
home that will serve them for many years 
to come.”�
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with particular tÞpes of yoor coÛerin}s° 
7hile it is true that underyoor heatin} 
works particularly well with tiles, 
concrete, and engineered timber, 
with the right system design it’s also 
compatible with laminate, vinyl, and 
carpet° 1nderyoor heatin} can be fitted 
in pretty much any home, whether it’s a 
new build or as part of a retrofit pro�ect° 
It can also be tailored to your needs, the 
room it will sit in and the yoorin} tÞpe, 
so that you get the right heat output 
for Þour home°  o matter what yoor 

covering you opt for, you’ll be able to 
reap the benefits of underyoor heatin}°

WORTH THE INVESTMENT
While it is true that the initial installation 
cost can be more than other heating 
systems, this should be weighed up 
against the savings on your energy bills 
for years to come.

Plus, in addition to energy bills, 
the initial investment also results in a 
future-proofed heating system that is 
compatible with low-carbon technology. 

As legislation around reducing emissions 
continues to tighten and the Government 
invests more into initiatives to encourage 
the uptake of low-carbon technology, 
Þou can be confident that should Þou 
wish to change your heat source to a 
ground or air source heat pump, or other 
renewable technology in the future, your 
underyoor heatin} sÞstem will stand the 
test of time. 

Dean Asher is head of technical services 
at Polypipe Building Products
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When determining the interior 
design scheme for your 
home-building project, one 

of the most inyuential decisions is what 
yoorin} Þou choose° 7hether Þou are 
loo�in} at a sin}le room or an open 
plan space, how Þou brin} in and laÞer 
different materials, textures and colours 
on the yoor can help to not onlÞ define 
Þour aesthetic q contemporarÞ or 
traditional, minimalist or maximalist q 
but how well Þour spaces stand up to the 
wear and tear of eÛerÞdaÞ life° 

THE BENEFITS OF NATURAL MATERIALS
 atural materials haÛe become a 
popular choice for all �inds of yoor 
coÛerin}s, from ru}s and runners to 
full carpets° "f course, this is nothin} 
new° *eople haÛe been drawin} on the 
robust beautÞ of both animal and plant 
fibres to add warmth and personalitÞ 
to their homes for centuries° �oweÛer, 
with trends towards or}anic, nature�
inspired decor and a desire for durable 
finishes that will last, manÞ homeowners 
are loo�in} at waÞs theÞ can use these 
beautiful materials°

-o which natural materials should 
� use, and where¶ 1ltimatelÞ, it all 
comes down to taste, preference and 
bud}et° �oweÛer, there are some 
materials which are better suited for 
certain enÛironments°

WOOL
�t is often the }o�to natural yoorcoÛerin} 
material, and for }ood reason° AÛailable 
in a mÞriad of colours and weaÛes, it is 
often used as a full carpet treatment, but 
can add a sense of warmth and luxurÞ 
when used as a laÞerin} material oÛer a 
wooden yoor or hi}hlÞ textured materials 
li�e sea}rass or coir° �ts yuffÞ fibres help 
to better insulate spaces, �eepin} spaces 
cosÞ and reducin} noise transmission 
from room to room q ma�in} it especiallÞ 
ideal for spaces in upper leÛels° 

�espite this plush finish, wool isn½t 

reserÛed for bedrooms or other low�
traffic rooms° /he crimped structure 
and natural oil content of wool fibres 
means it has stain�resistant µualities and 
bounces bac� after bein} wal�ed on, 
reducin} the ris� of trac�in} mar�s and 
�eepin} Þour carpet or ru} loo�in} }ood 
for Þears to come° /his ma�es wool ideal 
for hi}h�traffic areas such as hallwaÞs and 
liÛin} rooms° 

7ool also carries some natural air 
purification µualities, trappin} aller}ens 
until Ûacuumin} and balancin} humiditÞ 

bÞ absorbin} moisture and releasin} it 
durin} drÞ spells° 

PLANT FIBRES – SISAL, SEAGRASS, COIR & JUTE
�or desi}ns that reallÞ want to lean into 
the natural feel, yoorcoÛerin}s made 
from plant fibres can be the ideal option° 
/hese can be woÛen to create different 
structures q li�e boucle, herrin}bone, 
bas�et weaÛe q and some eÛen subtlÞ 
dÞed to create a ÛarietÞ of finishes, 
ma�in} them ideal for all �inds of homes 
and aesthetic Ûisions from countrÞ 

Crucial /radin}½s -cott �osie wal�s Þou throu}h the different loo�s and feels 
of natural yoorin} materials for each part of Þour home, to achieÛe a mix of 
healthÞ as well as characterful spaces

The lowdown on 
natural flooring
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with particular tÞpes of yoor coÛerin}s° 
7hile it is true that underyoor heatin} 
works particularly well with tiles, 
concrete, and engineered timber, 
with the right system design it’s also 
compatible with laminate, vinyl, and 
carpet° 1nderyoor heatin} can be fitted 
in pretty much any home, whether it’s a 
new build or as part of a retrofit pro�ect° 
It can also be tailored to your needs, the 
room it will sit in and the yoorin} tÞpe, 
so that you get the right heat output 
for Þour home°  o matter what yoor 

covering you opt for, you’ll be able to 
reap the benefits of underyoor heatin}°

WORTH THE INVESTMENT
While it is true that the initial installation 
cost can be more than other heating 
systems, this should be weighed up 
against the savings on your energy bills 
for years to come.

Plus, in addition to energy bills, 
the initial investment also results in a 
future-proofed heating system that is 
compatible with low-carbon technology. 

As legislation around reducing emissions 
continues to tighten and the Government 
invests more into initiatives to encourage 
the uptake of low-carbon technology, 
Þou can be confident that should Þou 
wish to change your heat source to a 
ground or air source heat pump, or other 
renewable technology in the future, your 
underyoor heatin} sÞstem will stand the 
test of time. 

Dean Asher is head of technical services 
at Polypipe Building Products
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house chic to boho ele}ance° 7hilst 
theÞ don½t offer the same softness as 
wool, their hardwearin} properties often 
see them used in hi}h�traffic areas such 
as runners or carpets in hallwaÞs, or as 
ru}s oÛerlaÞed on wood or carpet for 
added interest and protection in places 
where people con}re}ate li�e liÛin} and 
dinin} rooms° 

/o narrow down Þour material choices, 
it is important to be aware of the inherent 
differences between natural fibres° 
�or example, sisal is a hu}elÞ popular 
sustainable material choice that offers 
a rich palette of natural shades q from 
soft creams to deep browns° �ade from 
tou}h a}aÛe plant fibres, it is naturallÞ 
ÛerÞ dense, ma�in} it resistant to 
compression from constant foot traffic 
or heaÛÞ furniture° �oweÛer, sisal fibres 
are absorbent, meanin} it is not ideal in 
spaces where moisture could be present° 

AlternatiÛelÞ, sea}rass is non�porous, 
with a durable waxÞ coatin}° /his ma�es 
it ideal for areas which maÞ experience 
some moisture such as entrÞwaÞs or 
homes with children or animals° 7hat½s 
more, its natural }reen shade also 
mellows oÛer time, }iÛin} Þou a yoor 
coÛerin} that will eÛolÛe, becomin} 
warmer and richer oÛer time° �t is also 
softer than other plant fibres, ma�in} it 
a tactile choice for areas where Þou½ll be 

able to fullÞ appreciate the fibres under 
Þour feet° 

Another soft Þet durable choice is �ute° 
/ÞpicallÞ used in ru}s or runners, it can 
endure hi}h leÛels of footfall while still 
offerin} an attractiÛe, calmin} addition 
to spaces such as liÛin} rooms, snu}s, 
or bedrooms° 

�or an eÛen more robust finish, Þou 
can loo� to Coir° Crafted from the 
fibrous hus�s of a coconut, this is a low�
maintenance and exceedin}lÞ tou}h 
choice perfect for transitional spaces 
where the interior meets the exterior, 
such as hallwaÞs, porches, or boot rooms 

q ma�in} the most of both its natural dirt 
and water�resistant properties and its 
welcomin}, }olden brown hues°

HYBRID MATERIALS – SISOOL
�ebatin} between the warmth of 
wool and the robustness of plant fibre 
materials¶ -isool offers the best of both 
worlds° -oft poc�ets of warm wool are 
interlaced with stron}, resilient sisal 
fibres for a comfortable Þet robust finish° 
AÛailable in a ran}e of weaÛe patterns, 
offerin} eÛerÞthin} from a yat to a 
bobbled finish, this distinctiÛe blend of 
or}anic materials offers a uniµue option 
for carpets and ru}s for places where 
Þou want a soft underfoot but need 
somethin} a bit more robust, such as 
liÛin} rooms or plaÞrooms° 

NATURAL HARMONY
7hateÛer Þour stÞle, usin} natural 
yoorcoÛerin}s can not onlÞ add texture 
and tactilitÞ to Þour spaces, but also offer 
a multitude of benefits to Þour home° 
�rom improÛin} air µualitÞ to mana}in} 
dirt and moisture, embracin} what nature 
has to offer can ensure Þour yoors remain 
attractiÛe, functional and loÛed for manÞ 
Þears to come°

Scott Hosie is head of product at 
Crucial Trading

For designs that 
really want to 
lean into the 
natural feel, 
�oorcoverings 
made from plant 
�bres can be the 
ideal option
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Princes LHS Ltd are a Tesla Powerwall Certi� ed 
Installer based in Shropshire who can offer a 

customised solar-plus-battery solution enabling you 
to access the free, abundant power of the sun and 
reduce your reliance on fossil fuels. With Powerwall 

you can store solar energy generated during the 
day for use any time. The Powerwall has a whole 
home back up facility to protect your home from 
grid outages and can also be charged from the 
grid to take advantage of cheaper smart tariffs.

www.tesla-powerwall.co.uk

Tesla Powerwall 2 
from Princes LHS Ltd

Call us on 01691 624336 for installation 
advice or to request a survey.
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Whole House 
Ventilation
with Heat Recovery...

• Virtually silent operation
• Low energy DC electric motors
•  Range of control options
•  Acoustically insulated ducting
•  Filter reduces effects of   
 respiratory allergies
• Reduces heating bills

• Can promote conditions for   
 improved health
• Easy to install for DIYer or   
 professional alike
• Conforms to Building regulations
• Full installation service available

Rega Ventilation Limited
21/22 Eldon Way, Biggleswade, Beds SG18 8NH
fax: 01767 600487  email: sales@rega-uk.com

Call us on 01767 600499 or visit

www.regavent.co.uk

Rega’s unique WhisperFlow® technology ensures that even 
when operating at full ‘Boost’ mode (usually during the 
morning bathroom rush hour!) the system remains whisper 
quiet - unobtrusively and effectively venting stale, damp air, 
replacing it with air that’s been gently warmed and filtered.

Low energy DC fans, insulated ducting and a high efficiency 
heat exchanger also ensure that power usage and energy 
losses are kept to an absolute minimum.

RegaVent systems are designed and built here in the UK, to our 
own stringent quality assured standards, you can be sure that 
your RegaVent system will give you the optimum balance of a 
technical specification that’s exactly right for the UK climate, 
coupled with low energy 
consumption - for lower 
heating bills! 

...for a fresher, healthier, home

Send your plans for a 
FREE ventilation design 
and a competitive 
quotation

At the beginning of 2023, Dutch kitchen 
manufacturer, Keller Kitchens, launched a 
range of utility room schemes; and now nine 
months later, Keller and parent company, 
DKG Group have been awarded the German 
µualitÞ standard /46 �- certifi cate for 
the entire portfolio. The GS quality mark 
(Geprüfte Sicherheit – meaning ‘approved 
safety’) is a German quality mark awarded 
to furniture that meets the highest safety 
standards. Carried out by the renowned 
centre, TÜV Rheinland in Germany, the utility 

range was rigorously tried and tested on various aspects including stability, 
durability and mechanical safety. As part of the process, the inspector also 
visited the DKG kitchen factory for a review of the production facilities.

www.kellerkitchens.com

Keller Kitchens awarded with quality standard
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An energy and environmentally conscious 
Scottish couple opted to install the 
Panasonic Aquarea L Series Air to Water 
heat pump in their Scottish bungalow. 
The new installation was completed with 
the Panasonic Smart Cloud control system 
which allows the couple to have total control 
of their heating and cooling. 

The new Panasonic solution provides 
high water temperature as well as being 
connected to the existing indoor radiators 

throughout the bungalow. The new Aquarea heat pump is integrated with 
solar *6 roof panels to further enhance the ener}Þ effi ciencÞ of the home 
and minimising the environmental impact.

0808 2082115   www.aircon.panasonic.eu

Couple opt for Panasonic heat pump
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�oo�in} for hi}h�performance, hi}h�µualitÞ y oor tilin} products¶ /hin� BAL q one of the 1�½s 
mar�et leaders for tilin} solutions° 	A� has a number of products and sÞstems for y oor tilin} q from 
screeds and leÛellin} compounds, to uncouplin} mats, hi}h performance tile adhesiÛes and a ran}e 
of tile }routs° 

	A�½s y oor tilin} solution includes 	A� 8� �loor "ne y exible thic� bed ceramic y oor tile adhesiÛe° 
7ith extended open and wor�in} times, this allows bi}}er mixes and lon}er runs q without worrÞ 
the product will }o off in the buc�et or s�in oÛer on the y oor° 1se up to Óx mm bed thic�ness in one 
application q ideal for patch repair and leÛellin} small areas° �rout in onlÞ È hours°

	A� �icromaxÎ 
C" antimicrobial wall and y oor }rout features new improÛed, lon}er�lastin} 
�icroban antimicrobial protection, loc�ed in colour�consistencÞ and efy orescence�free formulation° 

asier clean�off and less haâe ensures a more durable lastin} fi nish eÛerÞ time° 
nÛironmentallÞ 
friendlÞ it is made with Óx¯ recÞcled materials, fullÞ recÞclable pac�s and low�dust technolo}Þ° 
Comes in Îx plus colours and matchin} �icromax silicone sealants°

01782 591100   www.bal-adhesives.com

(or RerHect fl oor tiling s tJinM B#L
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For Hugh and Karen, the obvious response to improving a 1980s house near 
-tirlin} was to extend, howeÛer in the end a full }round y oor reconfi }uration 
with a ¼folded½ appearance was a }ame chan}er, creatin} ¼the "ri}ami �ouse½
TEXT NIK HUNTER IMAGES GILLIAN HAYES, DAPPLE PHOTOGRAPHY

CHANGING THE GAME 
WITH ORIGAMI

CASE STUDY
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Even before Hugh Pizey and Karen 
�er}uson bou}ht a house to conÛert in 
the ConserÛation 6illa}e of 	uchlÞÛie near 

-tirlin}, -cotland in Óä£Î theÞ had the foresi}ht 
to contact the local plannin} department° 
º7e li�ed the location and the }arden,» �aren 
recalls, º�oweÛer, the house itself needed a lot 
of wor� and we �new that could be tric�Þ in a 
conserÛation area°»

Fortunately, the planners advised that it would 
be possible to renoÛate but care would need to 
be ta�en around the hei}ht of anÞ extensions° 
7ith the }reen li}ht }iÛen, the couple set about 
findin} an architect and builder companÞ to 
ta�e their pro�ect forward° /heÞ cast their net 
around Glasgow, Stirling and Edinburgh and 
took on board soundings from friends who had 
experience with similar pro�ects° 

�oader �onteith was a practice that came 
hi}hlÞ recommended, and �u}h and �aren 
added them to their shortlist° º7e met with four 
architects and our meetin} with �att ­�oader® 
was }reat, with ideas and s�etches helpin} us 
to shape possibilities° /hat was the decision 
made,» �u}h remembers°

�n terms of choosin} a buildin} companÞ, 
Hugh and Karen opted to go with Las 
Construction, a companÞ that had wor�ed 
with �oader �onteith on preÛious pro�ects° 
º/his pro�ect was a step up from our preÛious 
experiences of home improÛement,» �aren 
explains° º/he option of �oader �onteith 
mana}in} the pro�ect was a ÛerÞ attractiÛe one, 
especiallÞ as theÞ had wor�ed with �as before°»

/he couple briefed �oader �onteith that theÞ 
wanted to connect the house to the }arden 
and }reenerÞ outside the liÛin} space° /heÞ 
wanted to bring in more natural light as the 

downstairs was very dark, and they also wanted 
a new heating system, sealed windows and a 
contemporarÞ �itchen with a natural feel° /he 
downstairs shower room needed modernising 
and a study area was required in the main 
liÛin} space so that their children could do their 
homewor� within a familÞ space°

/he main aim of the renoÛations was to 
connect the house to the lar}e }arden°  one 
of the windows or doors opened or looked out 
onto the }arden° º�t didn½t feel li�e it was part of 
the home,» saÞs �aren° 

º"ne tool that was particularlÞ helpful in 
the briefin} process was a copÞ of a brief that 
Loader Monteith had used with a previous 
client,» �aren explains° º�t was a useful and 
detailed template, and to this we added images 
from Ûarious *interest boards which we shared 
with �oader �onteith°»

�att½s first impression of the house was an 
interestin} one, he recalls\ º/he ori}inal house 
was an absolute riott �t was ÛerÞ cramped, and 
the propertÞ didn½t connect at all with the bac� 
}arden, which was incredible°» �e adds\ 
º/he }arden was absolutelÞ beautiful, and 
reminded me of Alice in 7onderland° �t went on 
and on q often µuite unexpectedlÞ, with these 
beautiful mature trees interspersed with yoral 
}round coÛer°»

After their visit, Loader Monteith’s suggestion 
was not only to add an extension, but to re-
or}anise the ori}inal }round yoor of the house 
so that it had a clear ¼front door½ and ¼bac� 
door°½ /his plan also allowed the introduction of 
a small shower room, utilitÞ space and an area 
for the heat pump and bin store at the side of 
the propertÞ° /he new �itchen would replace the 
ori}inal, cramped dinin} room in the centre of 

HIGH POINTS
º	riefin}s and meetin}s 
with Loader Monteith 
where designs were 
presented° -eein} 
the building site with 
excaÛations and the 
gutted downstairs of the 
house which was a real 
sense of achieÛement° 
/he relationships 
between the pro�ect 
architect and builder 
made the process 
en�oÞableÆ finallÞ, it was 
moÛin} in after CoÛid°»

LOW POINT
ºCoÛidt �uc�ilÞ we moÛed 
into a rental yat with a 
}arden next to a riÛer°»
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the plan and would be accessible from the sitting room on one 
side and the dinin} area on the other° 

/his new laÞout also meant that the dinin} space and a small 
study nook were pushed into the new extension and towards 
the bac� }arden, where a baÞ window space was created for 
the dinin} table to sit in° 

º/he briefin} process was challen}in} as it forced us to 
decide what we wanted in detail,» saÞs �aren° º�oweÛer, we 
thou}ht we½d haÛe to extend si}nificantlÞ into the }arden to 
connect the house with the }reenerÞ, but �oader �onteith saw 
an opportunitÞ to reconfi}ure the }round yoor, resultin} in a 
much smaller extension of �ust £x sµuare metres° /his was a 
better use of space, saÛed on construction costs and preÛented 
us encroachin} on the }arden too much°»

Aside from }iÛin} the familÞ a home that wor�ed and yowed 
better, �oader �onteith were also char}ed with modernisin} 
the home as pro�ect architect, �ain �in} recalls\ º�t was a £�näs 

cotta}e and an ori}inal cotta}e in the true sense of the word, 
certainlÞ not thermallÞ efficientÆ the clients reallÞ needed a 
more contemporarÞ Ûersion°»

�n this respect, simplÞ addin} an extension was not }oin} to 
solÛe their particular problems° ºAs part of the brief, the clients 
wanted a new, more efficient heatin} sÞstem but to do that 
we had to improÛe the entire propertÞ and the fabric of the 
buildin},» saÞs �ain°

/he decision was made to install a renewable heatin} 
sÞstem with an air source heat pump and underyoor heatin} 
throu}hout the }round yoor°  ew insulation was fitted, and 
the glazing was upgraded to a standard that would work with 
the new heatin} sÞstem° º/he clients were able to obtain 
an interest free loan for renewable energy and that made it 
feasible to opt for a renewable sÞstem,» saÞs �ain° /he clients 
did encounter a few ob�ections because of the conserÛation 
status but theÞ were �een to reduce their heatin} bills and 
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Even before Hugh Pizey and Karen 
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º/he }arden was absolutelÞ beautiful, and 
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and on q often µuite unexpectedlÞ, with these 
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was not only to add an extension, but to re-
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we had to improÛe the entire propertÞ and the fabric of the 
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sÞstem with an air source heat pump and underyoor heatin} 
throu}hout the }round yoor°  ew insulation was fitted, and 
the glazing was upgraded to a standard that would work with 
the new heatin} sÞstem° º/he clients were able to obtain 
an interest free loan for renewable energy and that made it 
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status but theÞ were �een to reduce their heatin} bills and 
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there was a lot of paperwor� to complete° 
º
ÛerÞthin} went throu}h q eÛentuallÞ°»

A wood burnin} stoÛe was also fitted, 
creatin} a focal point in the sittin} room as 
well as an additional heat source° /he plant 
room was neatlÞ tuc�ed under the stairs and 
the �itchen has become more streamlined with 
the utility room now doing the heavy lifting and 
accommodatin} the ma�or appliances°

º/his was a pro�ect where the clients did 
haÛe to moÛe out,» saÞs �ain° 7or� started on 
site in "ctober Óä£� and with the clients liÛin} 
elsewhere, it enabled the contractors to �noc� 
throu}h the }round yoor with more ease, and 
manoeuÛre materials throu}h the cotta}e 
as well°

/he moÛement of materials was a considered 
one as part of the property is linked with the 
nei}hbourin} cotta}e bÞ a shared passa}ewaÞ° 
º7hile this didn½t cause anÞ issues with the 
desi}n it did ma�e the extension more difficult 
to construct,» �ain remembers° ºAnd althou}h 
the garden extends far beyond the row of 
cotta}es and the buildin} line, the area in which 
we were buildin} was the pinch point on the 
site; everything had to go through the tunnel or 
throu}h the cotta}e°»

Althou}h the pro�ect was relatiÛelÞ 
strai}htforward in terms of construction, it was 
µuite badlÞ affected bÞ the pandemic in terms 
of yow of wor� q and at certain points, scarcitÞ 
of materials° /he pro�ect was scheduled to 
ta�e six months but it too� £ä because of the 
pandemic° º�ortunatelÞ, we½Ûe wor�ed with �as 
Construction before and theÞ did eÛerÞthin} 
theÞ could to minimise delaÞs°»

/a�in} a holistic approach to the pro�ect, 
Loader Monteith were involved in the interior 

finishesÆ and �ain affirms that it was a true 
collaboration\ º/he clients were ÛerÞ open to 
su}}estions° /heÞ both had a }enuine interest 
in product desi}n and materials° �f we su}}ested 
unusual or interesting materials, they were really 
on board°»

/he ¼ultra matte½ �itchen is a case in point with 
a micro cement yoor, �
 �8 surfaces and clad in 
�ou}las �ir and Austrian *ine° º/he clients reallÞ 
understood that the composition of the pro�ect 
as a whole was important° /here was a lot of 
discussion oÛer samples and about what would 
go together; they often brought things that were 
interestin} to us as well°»

"ne of �ain½s faÛourite features in the propertÞ 
is the li}ht fittin} in the dinin} space, as he 
explains\ º/he rooyi}hts a}ain helped us 
connect with the }arden, when Þou½re sittin} in 
the dinin} space Þou feel ÛerÞ much ¼inside the 
}arden°½ /he li}ht fittin} is one � particularlÞ li�e 
and it½s one that �u}h pic�ed out ­with a little 
persuasion from ourselÛest®°»

�att adds\ º/here was a plannin} reµuirement 
for the roof of the extension to be pitched, 
however we did persuade the planners to allow 
us a small section of lower pitch roof which 
created a ¼folded½ appearance to the extension 
­hence the name "ri}ami �ouse®,» �att 
explains° º/his was both crisp and contemporarÞ 
q followin} the client½s brief, and this wor�ed 
reallÞ well in terms of mar�in} a lower ceilin} 
to the ‘working’ areas of the house – to the 
bac� door and studÞ area, with a warm, pitched 
timber ceilin} oÛer the dinin} area°»

/he renoÛations were finallÞ completed in 
ÓäÓ£ and now the cotta}e½s bi}}est asset 
q the }arden q ta�es centre sta}e° 	rin}in} 
accommodation into that }arden was the �eÞ 
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thin} we were trÞin} to achieÛe° �t½s not a 
tÞpical extension with patio doors, a Ûast 
expanse of glazing and an invisible threshold 
between outside and in° º7e½Ûe located the 
dinin} space and the �eÞ liÛin} spaces of the 
home within the }arden° �t½s a dinin}, liÛin} and 
contemplation space°»

“It was always our intention to have a built-in 
window seat,» saÞs �u}h° º ow we can sit in 
the }arden all Þear round° /heÞ also haÛe manÞ 
more spaces in the downstairs of the house that 
theÞ can use, both to}ether and independentlÞ° 
º/his has been important as the children }row 
up, eÛerÞone needs their own space°»

º/here½s alwaÞs a challen}e in deÛelopin} 
an appropriate contemporarÞ lan}ua}e within 

a conserÛation area,» �att adds° º�oweÛer, 
here � thin� we½Ûe achieÛed a ÛerÞ si}nificant 
transformation within a minimal space q 
we hope at leastt» 

�u}h and �aren are ÛerÞ much in a}reement 
with �att and cite the relationships between 
�oader �onteith, �as Construction and 
themselÛes as one of their hi}hli}hts° º�or �aren 
and � the bi}}est stresses were ma�in} decisions 
on the ¼client supplied items½ and sourcin} them 
to the builder½s timescales, and the air source 
heat pump application was a lot of wor�,» 
�u}h recalls° º/here were }reat relationships 
between our pro�ect architect, �as Construction 
and ourselÛesÆ }iÛen the time, we½d do it a}ain° 
perhaps if we win the lotterÞ¶»�
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the utility room now doing the heavy lifting and 
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and it½s one that �u}h pic�ed out ­with a little 
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for the roof of the extension to be pitched, 
however we did persuade the planners to allow 
us a small section of lower pitch roof which 
created a ¼folded½ appearance to the extension 
­hence the name "ri}ami �ouse®,» �att 
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Schlüter-Systems has strengthened its portfolio of bathroom systems for the UK domestic market 
through the availability of advanced control light technology which enhances aesthetics whilst 
also offering almost unlimited creative choice. Encompassing the latest LED technology, Schlüter-
LIPROTEC creates restful lighting for relaxing spaces, or bright, colourful lighting for a busy family 
bathroom or kitchen. Schlüter-LIPROTEC has a broad range of applications, from direct or indirect 
lighting effects, enabling the interior designer, architect or property owner to illuminate feature walls, 
pictures, tiled areas such as shower enclosures or study spaces, kitchen countertops and stairways; in 
fact, anywhere the creative mind can conceive a plan for. The collection offers the option of neutral 
white, warm white or RGB+W LEDs; the latter allowing for coloured and white LEDS on a single 
strip, to generate coloured light or temperature-controllable white light, which can be selected from 
2500 K to 6500 K. The system can be programmed to deliver a choice of 16 million colours via a 
Bluetooth app and remote control. Suitable for moisture-prone areas such as kitchens, bathrooms 
and showers, the LED strips are completely encapsulated and conform to IP67 protection rating. The 
li}htin} collection embraces the companÞ½s extensiÛe ran}e of bathroom fi nishin} solutions° -chlØter�
Systems’ customer services team is on hand to offer project and technical support with CAD detail.

01530 813396   www.schluter.co.uk

Schlüter-LIPROTEC shines a light on interior design
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Individual style is in and creating a snug room is a great way to show it – says Crittall Windows. 
Planning a new look for your home? It seems anything goes these days – the trend is for individual 
style. With many of us spending more time at home, householders are increasingly design savvy in 
creatin} a personal stÞle to rey ect their lifestÞles° ºAn impactful waÞ is to be inspired, be adÛenturous 
q be Þou,º saÞs ,ussell A}er, mana}in} director of Crittall 7indows, a pioneer of bespo�e steel 
frame window manufacture for almost £nä Þears° Creatin} a cosÞ snu} room is a }reat waÞ to show 
indiÛidualitÞ and ÛerÞ in Ûo}ue° As is sharin} natural li}ht throu}hout Þour home° 7hile the nature 
of a snug is to make it comfy, clever use of glazing via internal steel screens, doors and windows – 
made to order to your personal needs – ensure light is let in throughout the home and they look 
stÞlish, without compromisin} warmth and cosiness° �or example, matchin} combinations of Crittall½s 
minimal profi le windows and �nnerÛision internal }laâed steel screens with slidin} or hin}ed doors are 
bespo�e and desi}ned for modern liÛin}, proÛidin} a li}ht and airÞ sense of space° /heir ele}ance 
and clean lines, subtle detailin} and excellent technical properties can transform Þour home½s loo�° 
/heÞ ma�e a snu} room q althou}h small bÞ its nature q seem bi}}er, with the added benefi t of 
�eepin} down Þour heatin} bills bÞ usin} a smaller area°

01376 530800   www.crittall–windows.com

5nug fi t

SBH03_Crittall_Interiors - Doors_DPR.indd   1 09/03/2023   10:14

selfbuilder+homemaker
Now on Instagram

FOLLOW US AT:
@SELFBUILDERHOMEMAKER

SBH Social Media QP_Golden QP  10/05/2021  13:13  Page 1

SBH_1112_2023 57-74.indd   72 20/11/2023   15:35

www.completestairsystems.co.uk
https://www.instagram.com/selfbuilderhomemaker/


SAFETY, SECURITY & SMART HOMES

nov/dec 2023  www.sbhonline.co.uk 73

A potentially catastrophic blaze, which consumed the garage containing a parked vehicle adjoining a 
£1M house in rural Surrey, was stopped in its tracks thanks to the use of 12 mm A1 non combustible 
Magply being chosen as the render substrate board on the contract, the property was constructed 
using a Structurally Insulated Panel system construction (SIP) with A1 non-combustible Magply being 
used on the exterior of the building as the substrate panel for the proprietary render system. Magply 
is a multi�use A£ non�combustible board with an impressiÛe librarÞ of testin} for fi re applications, in 
the offsite and timber frame sector the board is desi}ned and specifi ed to contain fi re and support 
the emergency service with added crucial time! 

/he Contracts �ana}er for �ullers *lasterin}, �ames Corlett, commented\ º/he fi re�resistant µualities 
of the Magply boards saved the day. We had utilised Magply as a render-backer on a number of 
projects before being awarded the contract to apply K-Rend to the half dozen homes here and have 
alwaÞs been ÛerÞ pleased with the performance° �t is an easÞ board to cut and fi x, while we can 
now defi nitelÞ confi rm to clients that it fullÞ complies with the fi re reµuirements for domestic and 
commercial buildings.”

01621 776252   www.magply.co.uk

ClaUU � /agRl[ DoardU YitJUtand real liHe fi re teUt
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	uildin} on the broad benefi ts of its widelÞ specifi ed �ultiboard, insulation manufacturer Marmox
has introduced the hi}hlÞ Ûersatile �ireboard into its ran}e for both internal and external wall 
insulation ­�7�É
7�® applications° /he �armox -tone 7ool based product shares the uniµue �armox 
honeÞcomb surface structure with its 8*- forerunner, �ultiboard, to create an A£ non�combustible 
certifi ed render�bac�er which is fullÞ waterproof° �t can further be used internallÞ across walls or 
ceilin}s to ta�e a plaster fi nish, while proÛidin} sound decouplin} and acoustic absorption properties, 
as well as thermal insulation° /he Èää x £,Óää mm �ireboards are aÛailable in thic�nesses from Óä mm 
up to Óää mm and with the polÞmer modifi ed mortar honeÞcomb coatin} on one or both faces° 7ith 
a nominal densitÞ of £xä �}Ém3 the boards½ core material offers a compressiÛe stren}th of �ä � mÓ, 
ma�in} it three times stron}er than standard mineral wool° /he �ar�etin} �ana}er for �armox, 
�rant /errÞ, commented\ º/he introduction of �ireboard into our ran}e si}nifi cantlÞ enhances our 
offer to the construction industrÞ, meanin} we haÛe an A£ non�combustible bac�er board for internal 
or external use, which can safelÞ be used across masonrÞ as well as timber or steel framin} sÞstems° 
/he -tone 7ool the boards are made of is formed of molten roc�, meanin} it is impossible for the 
fi bres to absorb moisture, so theÞ will not de}rade no matter what weather theÞ are exposed to°»

sales@marmox.co.uk   www.marmox.co.uk

New Marmox Fireboard offers ideal EWI and IWI substrate
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KNX house and building automation
With KNX, all building functions can be linked, program-
med, and controlled. Starting with heating, ventilation and 
room climate control, via lighting and shading, up to alarm, 
safety and information systems. All these functions can be 
controlled automatically via intelligent sensors, manually at 
the control units inside the rooms, or centrally via a visuali-
sation - in the house, or mobile via smartphone or tablet.

Smart home system LUXORliving
LUXORliving is the simple smart home system from 
Theben, offering all-round home comfort, whilst avoi-
ding unnecessary waste. Switching lights on and off. 
Dimming. Regulation heating and controlling blinds. 
That‘s what it‘s all about.

Cleverly automated
automatically clever

www.luxorliving.co.uk
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CLASSIFIED & DIRECTORY

AIR CONDITIONING & 
VENTILATION
EnviroVent
01423 810810
www.envirovent.com

Total Home Environment
0345 260 0123
www.totalhome.co.uk

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
�rant 7estfi eld
0131 337 6262
www°}rantwestfi eld°co°u�

BI FOLDING & SLIDING DOORS
�arador �td
01935 443 722        
www°}arador°co°u�

DOORS, WINDOWS & 
CONSERVATORIES
Kloeber UK
01487 740044 
www.kloeber.co.uk  

FINANCE & INSURANCE
-elf�	uild <one
0345 230 9874        
www°selfbuildâone°com

FIRES & FIREPLACES 
Capital Fireplaces

01462 813138
www°capitalfi replaces°co°u�

Clearview Stoves
Tel: 01588 650401  
www.clearviewstoves.com

GLASS & GLAZING
,ed �laâin} -Þstems
0203 478 9610
www°red}laâin}sÞstems°co°u�

PUMPING STATIONS
�/*umps �td                                        
0844 414 5800                                    
www.jtpumps.co.uk

STAIRS & STAIRCASES
Complete -tair -Þstems 
�td 
01794 522444
www°completestairsÞstems°
co.uk

TIMBER & JOINERY 
/he "a� �esi}ns CompanÞ 
�td 
01273 400411
www°oa�desi}ns°co°u�

Osmo UK         
01296 481220       
www.osmouk.com

sash window locks
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www.sashwindowlock.com
Tel: 0844 482 20 34 Fax 01708 768 825

Bramah 3x1_Layout 1  11/06/2014  09:39  DOORS & WINDOWS

OAK PRODUCTS

 /o }et Þour companÞ listed 
here, contact us todaÞ on

01435 863500

TEMPORARY 
ACCOMMODATION
Worcestershire Caravan Sales                                                
01299 878872                
worcestershirecaravansales.com
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Say hello to our new
Heat Pump featuring R290

Discover our new 
home solution

Meet Samsung’s newest edition to its EHS heat pump line-up: the EHS Mono R290, a heating 
solution for residential homes. Available in a broad range of capacities -5, 8, 12, and 16 kW-, the 
EHS Mono R290 uses R290: a refrigerant with a much lower GWP (only 3) compared to other 
refrigerants. Next to its lower GWP, the EHS Mono R290 consistently provides consumers with hot 
water of up to 75°C* for domestic heating purposes. This can make it a suitable heating system 
replacement in older residential spaces. It boasts a reliable heating performance due to its larger 
heat transfer area, enabling it to deliver a 100% heating performance in temperatures as low as 
-10°C**.  For professionals the EHS Mono R290 has an added bonus: installation and maintenance 
is easy and hassle-free without needing an F-gas certification.

*Leaving water temperature when the outdoor temperature is -10~35°C. **Domestic hot water (DHW) leaving the DHW tank is 70°C when the outdoor temperature is -10~43°C. Results may vary 
depending on the actual usage conditions. If the outdoor temperature is lower than -10°C, a booster heater is required. Results may vary depending on the actual usage conditions. 

Samsung-climatesolutions.com/en-gb/r290
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