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NEWS

FROM THE EDITOR...
We begin 2024 with some interesting innovation from the world of mainstream house-
building, when it comes to achieving affordable low carbon homes. The Energy House 
2.0 project has now been running for a year at Salford University, where in special test 
chambers simulating different climatic conditions, two prototype houses (by Barratt and 
Bellway) have had their fabric put through its paces. 

Barratt �omes says that the �ust-announced fi rst set of test data ºindicate that the �uture 
�omes Standard can be deliÛered at scale by ÓäÓx,» but only ºproÛiding that the supply 
chain of key components can keep pace, and skills training is readily available.”Although 
working with different parameters to most self-builds, it’s a fascinating project showing 
how seriously the big fi rms are taking the task of building lower energy homes at scale. 

The initial fi ndings may not sound that impressiÛe, until you compare them with the 
construction industry’s terribly low baseline. 
The two homes had a ºsmall» difference of 
ºup to n¯» between their anticipated energy 
performance and their actual performance. 

This makes them ºamong the most effi cient 
that have been tested in research.” That’s 
because the difference between design and 
build can be up to a fairly staggering £{ä¯t

JAMES PARKER
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We are the Morleys! I am Kerri, 
my husband is Tom, and we 
haÛe two children aged fiÛe 

and four. We live in a quiet village in 
Suffolk where I have lived all my life. 
We love where we live, and have always 
said we want to stay in this area as it is 
near our family and friends, but having 
outgrown our current home we were on 
the lookout for our next adventure for 
several years (checking Rightmove daily). 
But we never found anything that made 
us want to make the move. Building our 
own home has always been a dream 
of ours, and something we had always 
talked about doing one day.  

Cut to November 2021, and a plot 
of land went up for sale very close to 
our current home (around the corner in 
fact). There was a derelict house on the 
land, but the land already had planning 
permission. It was perfect. Exactly what 
we had been looking for!  

The sale quickly went to sealed bids 
however, as it had a lot of interest, which 
worried us, but after a few anxious 
weeks we found out our offer had been 
accepted. There were many other 
complications when buying the land, 
from access queries to road ownership, 
boundary debates, and all the usual 
issues that can come up with a sale of 
property. But finally, in Ƃugust ÓäÓÓ, 
the sale was completed and the land 
was ours.

The following 12 months was a time 
of many, many issues and a lot of stress. 
One of the first headaches was related to 
bats, and being told that we would not 
be allowed to knock down the existing 
property for a long period. We then 
found out the land had a final ¼oÛerage½ 
on it which caused us some trouble in 
obtaining the self-build mortgage. But 

after overcoming the many hurdles, 
the property was deemed unstable 
and a hazard to the general public! 
�n  oÛember ÓäÓÓ we were finally 
permitted to knock it down, and we 
didn½t wait around. By December ÓäÓÓ 
it was gone, leaving us with the perfect 
plot to build our home on. 

By this time, we had completely 
changed the plans from what had 
been originally approÛed. We½d been 
liaising with an architect throughout 
planning and managed to finalise 
some new plans for a two storey, four 
bedroom, detached, chalet bungalow 
with an outbuilding to the front, and a 
gorgeous, south facing garden. 

Ƃfter submitting the plans, we were 

asked to make a few changes, and 
reduce the footprint of the house 
slightly. Ƃfter a few resulting tweaks, in 
September last year our plans were 
finally approÛedt 

We already had our builders lined 
up and read to go, and a week later the 
work began – we broke ground. 

So far, things have been going great. 
We decided to project manage the build 
ourselves to allow us to choose our own 
tradesman and source our own materials. 
My husband has mainly taken the lead 
in this role. �½m �ust patiently waiting for 
the time when I can start to make all the 
exciting decisions internally, particularly 
choosing our kitchen. 

We didn½t realise the true scale of the 

Ƃfter oÛercoming a rocky start, �erri and her family are now making headway 
with a self-build in the Suffolk Ûillage they½Ûe liÛed in for years. She says the 
excitement and enthusiasm is building as their new home starts to take shape

selfbuilder 
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build until it began, and it certainly looks 
much bigger than it did on the architect½s 
drawings, but watching things come to 
life over the last few months has been 
incredible! The children love walking 
over to the plot at weekends to see what 
has changed. We can now also see all 
the internal walls outlining the rooms – 
it½s Ûery eÝcitingt  

Looking ahead, we are hoping to be in 

the position to begin the construction of 
the roof in early March, and get it water 
tight by Ƃpril. 

We are still in the early stages of the 
build, and we are under no illusion that 
we may run into delays throughout our 
project, but we are keeping everything 
crossed that things continue to go to 
plan. We½re hoping that winter is kind to 
us and that we can be in the house for 

Christmas ÓäÓ{ q that½s our aim anyway. 
We �ust can½t wait to create something 
special for our family to enjoy for many 
years to come. 

We’d love you to follow our journey 
on Instagram @4_downthelane. We 
have been documenting our journey so 
we have something to look back on, to 
remind us how far we’ve come, and how 
we made our dream a reality! 
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FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£99.95

£119.94 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

CDP102B

* WAS £251.98 inc.VAT

 ELECTRIC
TILE CUTTERS

  INVERTER
GENERATORS

 GARAGES/
WORKSHOPS

ELECTRIC
COMPACTOR PLATE

 HEAVY DUTY
SUB PUMPS

 GENERATORS

HYUNDAI DIESEL 
GENERATORS UP TO 125KVA

HYUNDAI DIESEL 
GENERATORS UP TO 125KVA

ALSO

PG3800A

* with 
wheels

Model Volts KVA HP
exc.
VAT

WAS
inc.VAT

inc.
VAT

PG2500A 230 2.2 5.6 £219.00 £270.00 £262.80
PG3800A 230 3 5.6 £269.00 £346.80 £322.80
PG3800ADV 230/110 3 5.6 £299.00 £370.80 £358.80
PG6500ADVES* 230/110 5.5 9.7 £539.00 £658.80 £646.80

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM ONLY

WAS £286.80 inc.VAT

£225.00

£270.00 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PROFESSIONAL 
ROUTER
 • Plunge depth 
up to 66mm
• Variable 
speed
• Inc. 1/4", 
3/8" & 1/2" 
collets

ANGLE GRINDERS

CON1150

 INC. DISC
& HANDLE

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£94.99

£113.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ABRASIVE 
CUT-OFF 
SAWS

 Cuts 
ferrous 
metals up to 
100mm dia

AVAILABLE IN

230
&&

110
VOLT

PETROL DUMPER TRUCK

3 forward gears with reverse Narrow 
760mm width, fi ts through most doorways

DEMOLITION 
HAMMER

Ideal for use with concrete, 
stone, granite,brick,fence 
post footing etc Inc. 
pointed chisel, fl at chisel & 
carry case

DEMOLITION 
HAMMER

Model Disc (mm) Motor exc.VAT inc.VAT
CAG800B 115 800W £29.98 £35.98
CON1150* 115 1150W £36.99 £44.39
CAG2350C# 230 2350W £69.98 £83.98

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£29.98

£35.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

CCM125D

CEMENT 
MIXERS

Model
Power 

(W)
Cap. 
(mm) exc.VAT inc.VAT

CRD1100 1100 13-40 £64.99 £77.99
CON1200RD 1200 13-40 £79.98 £95.98
CON720RHD# 720 13-40 £89.98 £107.98
CON1500RDV 1500 13-40 £99.98 £119.98

CON1500DD

SDS
+

Powerful 
heavy duty 
professional 
drill ideal 
for trade 
use

CON1500RDV

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£159.98

£191.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

BIG 16" ALL
TERRAIN TYRES

CDT300

300
KG

ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£45.99

£55.19 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ABRASIVE SANDING 
BELTS IN STOCK

CR4

230
VOLT

23KG

400x320mm

4 WHEEL DRIVE

*Pumps solids 
up to 30mm 
diameter

 • Auto 
ON/OFF
fl oat 
switch

PSV1A

Model
Max Flow 

LPM
Max 
Head exc.VAT inc.VAT

CSE400A 115 8.0m £46.99 £56.39
PSV3A 133 8.0m £49.98 £59.98
PSV1A* 140 5.8m £59.98 £71.98
HIPPO 2 (230V) 85 6.0m £69.98 £83.98
PSP125B 116 7m £73.98 £88.78
PSV5A 217 8m £69.98 £83.98

HIPPO 2

6.5HP

PRICE CUT
DOUBLE

WAS £1678.80 inc.VAT

£1199.00

£1438.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

 8" SLIDING
COMPOUND
MITRE SAW
• 2000W motor
• Laser Guide

CMS216S

PRICE CUT 
DOUBLE

WAS £215.98 inc.VAT

£159.00

£190.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ETC8

IG1700F

1700W

Model
Max 

Output Sockets
Weight 

kg
exc.
VAT

inc.
VAT

IG1700F 1700W 2 22 £259.00 £310.80
IG3500AF 3400W 2 35 £379.00 £454.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£259.00

£310.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

IG3500AF

3400W

LENGTH 
UP TO 

40'

IDEAL FOR RAIN & 
SUN PROTECTION

BRIGHT WHITE INTERIOR

Model
size (LxWxH)

m exc.VAT
 WAS

inc.VAT
NOW

inc.VAT
CIG81212 3.6 x 3.6 x 2.5 £249.00 £310.80 £298.80
CIG81015 4.5 x 3 x 2.4 £279.00 – £334.80
CIG81216 4.9 x 3.7 x 2.5 £329.00 – £394.80
CIG81020 6.1 x 3 x 2.4 £349.00 – £418.80
CIG81220 6.1 x 3.7 x 2.5 £399.00 – £478.80
CIG81224 7.3 x 3.7 x 2.5 £499.00 – £598.80
CIG1432 9.7x4.3x3.65 £1099.00 – £1318.80
CIG1640 12x4.9x4.3 £2599.00 £3478.80 £3118.80

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM ONLY

WAS £310.80 inc.VAT

£249.00

£298.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRO TOOL CHESTS
& CABINETS

The 
ultimate 
in tool 
storage

Model Description exc.VAT
WAS 

inc.VAT inc.VAT
CTC900C 9 dr chest £89.98 – £107.98
CTC500C 5 dr cabinet £149.98 – £179.98
CBB209C 9 dr chest £154.99 £191.98 £185.99
CTC700C 7 dr cabinet £169.98 – £203.98
CTC1300C 13 dr set £189.98 £239.98 £227.98
CBB217C 7 dr cabinet £279.00 £346.80 £334.80

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM

WAS £466.80 inc.VAT

£379.00

£454.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM

WAS £238.80 inc.VAT

£189.99

£227.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£139.00

£166.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT PRICE CUT 

NOW ONLY

WAS £298.80 inc.VAT

£209.98

£251.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRICE CUT NOW 
FROM ONLY

WAS £80.39 inc.VAT

£64.99

£77.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

# WAS £111.58 inc.VAT
* WAS £45.59 inc.VAT
# WAS £87.59 inc.VAT

HULK

WET
& DRY 
VACUUM
CLEANERS

Compact, high 
performance wet & dry 
vacuum cleaners for 
use around the home, 
workshop, garage etc. CVAC20P

PRICE CUT 
DOUBLE

WAS £75.59 inc.VAT

£59.98

£71.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£46.99

£56.39 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

 ELECTRIC HEATERS

DEVIL 
2850

MODEL
VOLT-
AGE

HEAT 
OUTPUT

exc.
VAT

 WAS
inc.VAT

inc.
VAT

DEVIL 2850 230V 2.8kW £42.99 – £51.59
DEVIL 7003 230V 3kW £67.99 £83.98 £81.59
DEVIL 7005 400V 5kW £89.98 £117.59 £107.98
DEVIL 7009 400V 9kW £149.98 – £179.98
DEVIL 7015 400V 15kW £219.98 – £263.98

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£42.99

£51.59 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

DEVIL 
7003

 DRYWALL SANDERS

 Ideal for dry sanding 
& smoothing hard to 

reach areas 

DRILL 
PRESSES
Range of precision 

 DRYWALL SANDERS

 Ideal for dry sanding 
& smoothing hard to 

AVAILABLE IN

230
&

 Ideal for dry sanding 

&

110
VOLT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£109.00

£130.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

DUST 
EXTRACTION 

OUTLET

DWS225LR

SDSSDS

BIG
125LTR
bucket

CON850B RECIPROCATING 
SAW (230V)

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£56.99

£68.39 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

CON750 JIGSAW
ONLY

DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£31.99

£38.39 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ROTARY 
HAMMER 
DRILLS

CBS2

BELT 
SANDERS

CONSN18LIC 
18V LI-ION 
STAPLER/NAILER 
WITH 1X2.0AH 
BATTERY

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£129.98

£155.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

BEST
SELLER

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£49.98

£59.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£89.98

£107.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

TURBO AIR 
COMPRESSORS

Superb range ideal for DIY, 
hobby & semi-professional use

TIGER 
16/1050

Model Motor CFM Tank exc.VAT inc.VAT
8/260 2HP 7 24ltr £119.98 £143.98
11/550 2.5HP 9.3 50ltr £179.98 £215.98
16/550 3HP 14.5 50ltr £249.00 £298.80
16/1050 3HP 14.5 100ltr £309.00 £370.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£119.98

£143.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

  BARNSLEY Pontefract Rd, Barnsley, S71 1EZ 01226 732297
B’HAM GREAT BARR 4 Birmingham Rd. 0121 358 7977
B’HAM HAY MILLS 1152 Coventry Rd, Hay Mills  0121 7713433
BOLTON 1 Thynne St. BL3 6BD 01204 365799
BRADFORD 105-107 Manningham Lane. BD1 3BN 01274 390962
BRIGHTON 123 Lewes Rd, BN2 3QB 01273 915999
BRISTOL 1-3 Church Rd, Lawrence Hill. BS5 9JJ 0117 935 1060
BURTON UPON TRENT 12a Lichfi eld St. DE14 3QZ 01283 564 708
CAMBRIDGE 181-183 Histon Road, Cambridge. CB4 3HL 01223 322675
CARDIFF 44-46 City Rd. CF24 3DN 029 2046 5424
CARLISLE 85 London Rd. CA1 2LG 01228 591666
CHELTENHAM 84 Fairview Road. GL52 2EH 01242 514 402
CHESTER 43-45 St. James Street. CH1 3EY 01244 311258
COLCHESTER 4 North Station Rd. CO1 1RE 01206 762831
COVENTRY Bishop St. CV1 1HT 024 7622 4227
CROYDON 423-427 Brighton Rd, Sth Croydon 020 8763 0640
DARLINGTON 214 Northgate. DL1 1RB 01325 380 841
DEAL (KENT) 182-186 High St. CT14 6BQ 01304 373 434
DERBY Derwent St. DE1 2ED 01332 290 931
DONCASTER Wheatley Hall Road 01302 245 999
DUNDEE 24-26 Trades Lane. DD1 3ET 01382 225 140
EDINBURGH 163-171 Piersfi eld Terrace  0131 659 5919

EXETER 16 Trusham Rd. EX2 8QG 01392 256 744
GATESHEAD 50 Lobley Hill Rd. NE8 4YJ 0191 493 2520
GLASGOW 280 Gt Western Rd. G4 9EJ 0141 332 9231
GLOUCESTER 221A Barton St. GL1 4HY 01452 417 948
GRIMSBY ELLIS WAY, DN32 9BD 01472 354435
HULL 8-10 Holderness Rd. HU9 1EG 01482 223161
ILFORD 746-748 Eastern Ave. IG2 7HU 0208 518 4286
IPSWICH Unit 1 Ipswich Trade Centre, Commercial Road 01473 221253
LEEDS 227-229 Kirkstall Rd. LS4 2AS 0113 231 0400
LEICESTER 69 Melton Rd. LE4 6PN 0116 261 0688
LINCOLN Unit 5. The Pelham Centre. LN5 8HG 01522 543 036
LIVERPOOL 80-88 London Rd. L3 5NF 0151 709 4484
LONDON CATFORD 289/291 Southend Lane SE6 3RS 0208 695 5684   
LONDON 6 Kendal Parade, Edmonton N18 020 8803 0861
LONDON 503-507 Lea Bridge Rd. Leyton, E10 020 8558 8284
LUTON Unit 1, 326 Dunstable Rd, Luton LU4 8JS 01582 728 063
MAIDSTONE 57 Upper Stone St. ME15 6HE 01622 769 572         
MANCHESTER ALTRINCHAM 71 Manchester Rd. Altrincham 0161 9412 666
MANCHESTER CENTRAL 209 Bury New Road M8 8DU 0161 241 1851   
MANCHESTER OPENSHAW Unit 5, Tower Mill, Ashton Old Rd 0161 223 8376   
MANSFIELD 169 Chesterfi eld Rd. South 01623 622160
MIDDLESBROUGH Mandale Triangle, Thornaby 01642 677881

NORWICH 282a Heigham St. NR2 4LZ 01603 766402
NORTHAMPTON Beckett Retail Park, St James’ Mill Rd 01604 267840
NOTTINGHAM 211 Lower Parliament St. 0115 956 1811
PETERBOROUGH 417 Lincoln Rd. Millfi eld 01733 311770
PLYMOUTH 58-64 Embankment Rd. PL4 9HY 01752 254050
POOLE 137-139 Bournemouth Rd. Parkstone 01202 717913
PORTSMOUTH 277-283 Copnor Rd. Copnor 023 9265 4777
PRESTON 53 Blackpool Rd. PR2 6BU 01772 703263
SHEFFIELD 453 London Rd. Heeley. S2 4HJ 0114 258 0831
SIDCUP 13 Blackfen Parade, Blackfen Rd  0208 3042069
SOUTHAMPTON 516-518 Portswood Rd. 023 8055 7788
SOUTHEND 1139-1141 London Rd. Leigh on Sea  01702 483 742
STOKE-ON-TRENT 382-396 Waterloo Rd. Hanley 01782 287321
SUNDERLAND 13-15 Ryhope Rd. Grangetown 0191 510 8773
SWANSEA 7 Samlet Rd. Llansamlet. SA7 9AG 01792 792969
SWINDON 21 Victoria Rd. SN1 3AW 01793 491717
TWICKENHAM 83-85 Heath Rd.TW1 4AW 020 8892 9117
WARRINGTON Unit 3, Hawley’s Trade Pk.  01925 630 937
WIGAN 2 Harrison Street, WN5 9AU 01942 323 785  
WOLVERHAMPTON Parkfi eld Rd. Bilston 01902 494186
WORCESTER 48a Upper Tything. WR1 1JZ 01905 723451

 VISIT YOUR LOCAL SUPERSTORE Open Mon-Fri 8.30-6.00, Sat 8.30-5.30, Sun 10.00-4.00

Calls to the catalogue request number above (0844 880 1265) cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s network access charge. For security reasons, calls may be monitored. All prices correct
at time of going to press. We reserve the right to change products and prices at any time. Check online for latest prices. All offers subject to availability, E&OE. *Terms & conditions apply see machinemart.co.uk/fi nance for more details
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I’M LOOKING FOR A SUSTAINABLE 
SOLUTION, WHAT’S BEST?
Given the ongoing climate crisis, we’re all 
keen to do our bit for the environment. 
For those building their own home, this 
can present the perfect opportunity 
to reduce your carbon footprint, by 
choosing building products and systems 
that offer a greener alternative. When 
looking for sustainable structural yooring, 
there is one clear winner – timber. 

An inherently sustainable material, 
timber can be replenished without 
releasing unnecessary carbon, unlike 
other alternatives. Additionally, timber 
is ideal for recycling and reusing, 

maintaining its strength and value over 
time. Ƃs a result, you will find many 
timber-based products often contain 
recycled wood and sawmill by-products, 
further enhancing its sustainability 
credentials. 

If you’re keen to go green, look out for 
manufacturers who source their timber 
from PEFC or FSC accredited forests 
local to their production plants, meaning 
that timber used in a yooring board is 
coming from a sustainable source.

WHAT DIFFERENT TYPES OF TIMBER 
STRUCTURAL FLOORING ARE AVAILABLE?
When it comes to timber-based structural 

yooring boards, there are three main 
types. Firstly, there is uncoated, P5 
chipboard, which is the base form of 
timber-based structural yooring systems.

Secondly, there are yooring boards 
with a peelable, film layer. This layer 
is designed to protect the board 
against moisture ingress and provides 
an additional barrier against moisture 
upon completion of the yooring. Once 
construction is complete, the top layer 
can be peeled off revealing the clean 
structural yooring system beneath, which 
will have remained free of plaster or paint 
stains from other works. 

Finally, if you want to go a step further, 
consider a yooring solution that features 
a thermally bonded, hard-wearing and 
anti-slip surface on both sides of the 
board. This can again proÛide protection 
against moisture ingress during 
construction or even leaking pipes after 
the completion of works, as well as from 
damage or wear and tear from site traffic.

WHAT ARE THE APPLICATIONS OF EACH OF 
THESE PRODUCTS?
Each of the product types mentioned 
have their own ‘ideal’ applications. For 
example, uncoated P5 chipboard is great 
for both internal refurbishments (whether 
that be a loft extension or interior 
renovation) and new builds, as well as 
modular and timber frame constructions.

While chipboard with a peelable top 
layer should be considered for projects 
where the yooring boards are installed 
early on, such as in timber frame houses, 
where the yooring can often be left 
exposed to the elements. 

Finally, a chipboard with a thermally 
bonded layer is perfect for those looking 
for a structural yooring system that can 
be left installed for long periods – up 
to Èä days. This is especially useful 
for self-build projects, where it can 
be easy to run over schedule or face 
delays. These types of yooring boards 
can prove invaluable in this scenario, 
proÛiding peace of mind that the yooring 
won’t suffer damage due to prolonged 
exposure to the elements. 

This solution is best used in areas 
where there is an increased risk of 
exposure to moisture, such as in loft or 
basement conversions, and again in open 
or eÝposed enÛironments. 1nderyoor 
heating systems can also be used with 
these types of yoorboards, further 
extended their versatility. 

HOW ARE THESE PRODUCTS INSTALLED?
Whether you’re looking to get hands 
on with installation or you hire a 

To assist self-builders eÝploring the 
myriad structural timber yooring 
options out there, Scott Wolters of 
EGGER UK provides a brief overview 
of the choices and solutions

Floored by 
choice?

ASK THE EXPERT

Ask the Expert_Structural Flooring_EGGER UK.indd   2 19/01/2024   10:37
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DRILL 
PRESSES
Range of precision 

bench & fl oor 
presses for 
enthusiast, 
engineering & 
industrial 
applications

B = Bench 
mounted 
F = Floor 
standing 

model
Motor (W) 

Speeds exc.VAT inc.VAT
CDP5EB 350 / 5 £99.95 £119.94
CDP102B 350 / 5 £115.95 £139.14
CDP152B* 450 / 12 £209.00 £250.80
CDP352F 550 / 16 £339.00 £406.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£99.95

£119.94 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

CDP102B

* WAS £251.98 inc.VAT

 ELECTRIC
TILE CUTTERS

  INVERTER
GENERATORS

 GARAGES/
WORKSHOPS

ELECTRIC
COMPACTOR PLATE

 HEAVY DUTY
SUB PUMPS

 GENERATORS

HYUNDAI DIESEL 
GENERATORS UP TO 125KVA

HYUNDAI DIESEL 
GENERATORS UP TO 125KVA

ALSO

PG3800A

* with 
wheels

Model Volts KVA HP
exc.
VAT

WAS
inc.VAT

inc.
VAT

PG2500A 230 2.2 5.6 £219.00 £270.00 £262.80
PG3800A 230 3 5.6 £269.00 £346.80 £322.80
PG3800ADV 230/110 3 5.6 £299.00 £370.80 £358.80
PG6500ADVES* 230/110 5.5 9.7 £539.00 £658.80 £646.80

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM ONLY

WAS £286.80 inc.VAT

£225.00

£270.00 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PROFESSIONAL 
ROUTER
 • Plunge depth 
up to 66mm
• Variable 
speed
• Inc. 1/4", 
3/8" & 1/2" 
collets

ANGLE GRINDERS

CON1150

 INC. DISC
& HANDLE

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£94.99

£113.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ABRASIVE 
CUT-OFF 
SAWS

 Cuts 
ferrous 
metals up to 
100mm dia

AVAILABLE IN

230
&&

110
VOLT

PETROL DUMPER TRUCK

3 forward gears with reverse Narrow 
760mm width, fi ts through most doorways

DEMOLITION 
HAMMER

Ideal for use with concrete, 
stone, granite,brick,fence 
post footing etc Inc. 
pointed chisel, fl at chisel & 
carry case

DEMOLITION 
HAMMER

Model Disc (mm) Motor exc.VAT inc.VAT
CAG800B 115 800W £29.98 £35.98
CON1150* 115 1150W £36.99 £44.39
CAG2350C# 230 2350W £69.98 £83.98

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£29.98

£35.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

CCM125D

CEMENT 
MIXERS

Model
Power 

(W)
Cap. 
(mm) exc.VAT inc.VAT

CRD1100 1100 13-40 £64.99 £77.99
CON1200RD 1200 13-40 £79.98 £95.98
CON720RHD# 720 13-40 £89.98 £107.98
CON1500RDV 1500 13-40 £99.98 £119.98

CON1500DD

SDS
+

Powerful 
heavy duty 
professional 
drill ideal 
for trade 
use

CON1500RDV

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£159.98

£191.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

BIG 16" ALL
TERRAIN TYRES

CDT300

300
KG

ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£45.99

£55.19 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ABRASIVE SANDING 
BELTS IN STOCK

CR4

230
VOLT

23KG

400x320mm

4 WHEEL DRIVE

*Pumps solids 
up to 30mm 
diameter

 • Auto 
ON/OFF
fl oat 
switch

PSV1A

Model
Max Flow 

LPM
Max 
Head exc.VAT inc.VAT

CSE400A 115 8.0m £46.99 £56.39
PSV3A 133 8.0m £49.98 £59.98
PSV1A* 140 5.8m £59.98 £71.98
HIPPO 2 (230V) 85 6.0m £69.98 £83.98
PSP125B 116 7m £73.98 £88.78
PSV5A 217 8m £69.98 £83.98

HIPPO 2

6.5HP

PRICE CUT
DOUBLE

WAS £1678.80 inc.VAT

£1199.00

£1438.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

 8" SLIDING
COMPOUND
MITRE SAW
• 2000W motor
• Laser Guide

CMS216S

PRICE CUT 
DOUBLE

WAS £215.98 inc.VAT

£159.00

£190.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ETC8

IG1700F

1700W

Model
Max 

Output Sockets
Weight 

kg
exc.
VAT

inc.
VAT

IG1700F 1700W 2 22 £259.00 £310.80
IG3500AF 3400W 2 35 £379.00 £454.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£259.00

£310.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

IG3500AF

3400W

LENGTH 
UP TO 

40'

IDEAL FOR RAIN & 
SUN PROTECTION

BRIGHT WHITE INTERIOR

Model
size (LxWxH)

m exc.VAT
 WAS

inc.VAT
NOW

inc.VAT
CIG81212 3.6 x 3.6 x 2.5 £249.00 £310.80 £298.80
CIG81015 4.5 x 3 x 2.4 £279.00 – £334.80
CIG81216 4.9 x 3.7 x 2.5 £329.00 – £394.80
CIG81020 6.1 x 3 x 2.4 £349.00 – £418.80
CIG81220 6.1 x 3.7 x 2.5 £399.00 – £478.80
CIG81224 7.3 x 3.7 x 2.5 £499.00 – £598.80
CIG1432 9.7x4.3x3.65 £1099.00 – £1318.80
CIG1640 12x4.9x4.3 £2599.00 £3478.80 £3118.80

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM ONLY

WAS £310.80 inc.VAT

£249.00

£298.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRO TOOL CHESTS
& CABINETS

The 
ultimate 
in tool 
storage

Model Description exc.VAT
WAS 

inc.VAT inc.VAT
CTC900C 9 dr chest £89.98 – £107.98
CTC500C 5 dr cabinet £149.98 – £179.98
CBB209C 9 dr chest £154.99 £191.98 £185.99
CTC700C 7 dr cabinet £169.98 – £203.98
CTC1300C 13 dr set £189.98 £239.98 £227.98
CBB217C 7 dr cabinet £279.00 £346.80 £334.80

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM

WAS £466.80 inc.VAT

£379.00

£454.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM

WAS £238.80 inc.VAT

£189.99

£227.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£139.00

£166.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT PRICE CUT 

NOW ONLY

WAS £298.80 inc.VAT

£209.98

£251.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRICE CUT NOW 
FROM ONLY

WAS £80.39 inc.VAT

£64.99

£77.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

# WAS £111.58 inc.VAT
* WAS £45.59 inc.VAT
# WAS £87.59 inc.VAT

HULK

WET
& DRY 
VACUUM
CLEANERS

Compact, high 
performance wet & dry 
vacuum cleaners for 
use around the home, 
workshop, garage etc. CVAC20P

PRICE CUT 
DOUBLE

WAS £75.59 inc.VAT

£59.98

£71.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£46.99

£56.39 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

 ELECTRIC HEATERS

DEVIL 
2850

MODEL
VOLT-
AGE

HEAT 
OUTPUT

exc.
VAT

 WAS
inc.VAT

inc.
VAT

DEVIL 2850 230V 2.8kW £42.99 – £51.59
DEVIL 7003 230V 3kW £67.99 £83.98 £81.59
DEVIL 7005 400V 5kW £89.98 £117.59 £107.98
DEVIL 7009 400V 9kW £149.98 – £179.98
DEVIL 7015 400V 15kW £219.98 – £263.98

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£42.99

£51.59 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

DEVIL 
7003

 DRYWALL SANDERS

 Ideal for dry sanding 
& smoothing hard to 

reach areas 

DRILL 
PRESSES
Range of precision 

 DRYWALL SANDERS

 Ideal for dry sanding 
& smoothing hard to 

AVAILABLE IN

230
&

 Ideal for dry sanding 

&

110
VOLT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£109.00

£130.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

DUST 
EXTRACTION 

OUTLET

DWS225LR

SDSSDS

BIG
125LTR
bucket

CON850B RECIPROCATING 
SAW (230V)

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£56.99

£68.39 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

CON750 JIGSAW
ONLY

DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£31.99

£38.39 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ROTARY 
HAMMER 
DRILLS

CBS2

BELT 
SANDERS

CONSN18LIC 
18V LI-ION 
STAPLER/NAILER 
WITH 1X2.0AH 
BATTERY

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£129.98

£155.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

BEST
SELLER

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£49.98

£59.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£89.98

£107.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

TURBO AIR 
COMPRESSORS

Superb range ideal for DIY, 
hobby & semi-professional use

TIGER 
16/1050

Model Motor CFM Tank exc.VAT inc.VAT
8/260 2HP 7 24ltr £119.98 £143.98
11/550 2.5HP 9.3 50ltr £179.98 £215.98
16/550 3HP 14.5 50ltr £249.00 £298.80
16/1050 3HP 14.5 100ltr £309.00 £370.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£119.98

£143.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT
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I’M LOOKING FOR A SUSTAINABLE 
SOLUTION, WHAT’S BEST?
Given the ongoing climate crisis, we’re all 
keen to do our bit for the environment. 
For those building their own home, this 
can present the perfect opportunity 
to reduce your carbon footprint, by 
choosing building products and systems 
that offer a greener alternative. When 
looking for sustainable structural yooring, 
there is one clear winner – timber. 

An inherently sustainable material, 
timber can be replenished without 
releasing unnecessary carbon, unlike 
other alternatives. Additionally, timber 
is ideal for recycling and reusing, 

maintaining its strength and value over 
time. Ƃs a result, you will find many 
timber-based products often contain 
recycled wood and sawmill by-products, 
further enhancing its sustainability 
credentials. 

If you’re keen to go green, look out for 
manufacturers who source their timber 
from PEFC or FSC accredited forests 
local to their production plants, meaning 
that timber used in a yooring board is 
coming from a sustainable source.

WHAT DIFFERENT TYPES OF TIMBER 
STRUCTURAL FLOORING ARE AVAILABLE?
When it comes to timber-based structural 

yooring boards, there are three main 
types. Firstly, there is uncoated, P5 
chipboard, which is the base form of 
timber-based structural yooring systems.

Secondly, there are yooring boards 
with a peelable, film layer. This layer 
is designed to protect the board 
against moisture ingress and provides 
an additional barrier against moisture 
upon completion of the yooring. Once 
construction is complete, the top layer 
can be peeled off revealing the clean 
structural yooring system beneath, which 
will have remained free of plaster or paint 
stains from other works. 

Finally, if you want to go a step further, 
consider a yooring solution that features 
a thermally bonded, hard-wearing and 
anti-slip surface on both sides of the 
board. This can again proÛide protection 
against moisture ingress during 
construction or even leaking pipes after 
the completion of works, as well as from 
damage or wear and tear from site traffic.

WHAT ARE THE APPLICATIONS OF EACH OF 
THESE PRODUCTS?
Each of the product types mentioned 
have their own ‘ideal’ applications. For 
example, uncoated P5 chipboard is great 
for both internal refurbishments (whether 
that be a loft extension or interior 
renovation) and new builds, as well as 
modular and timber frame constructions.

While chipboard with a peelable top 
layer should be considered for projects 
where the yooring boards are installed 
early on, such as in timber frame houses, 
where the yooring can often be left 
exposed to the elements. 

Finally, a chipboard with a thermally 
bonded layer is perfect for those looking 
for a structural yooring system that can 
be left installed for long periods – up 
to Èä days. This is especially useful 
for self-build projects, where it can 
be easy to run over schedule or face 
delays. These types of yooring boards 
can prove invaluable in this scenario, 
proÛiding peace of mind that the yooring 
won’t suffer damage due to prolonged 
exposure to the elements. 

This solution is best used in areas 
where there is an increased risk of 
exposure to moisture, such as in loft or 
basement conversions, and again in open 
or eÝposed enÛironments. 1nderyoor 
heating systems can also be used with 
these types of yoorboards, further 
extended their versatility. 

HOW ARE THESE PRODUCTS INSTALLED?
Whether you’re looking to get hands 
on with installation or you hire a 

To assist self-builders eÝploring the 
myriad structural timber yooring 
options out there, Scott Wolters of 
EGGER UK provides a brief overview 
of the choices and solutions

Floored by 
choice?

ASK THE EXPERT
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professional, it’s good to know that 
timber structural yoorboards are easy 
to fit. Generally speaking, there are 
two installation methods: either using 
a bespoke joint and joist adhesive, 
often supplied by the manufacturer, or 
through a combination of adhesive and 
mechanical fiÝings. 

Look for yooring boards that are 
manufactured with a tongue and groove 
profile, ensuring a tight and reliable �oint. 
When installing and laying the boards, 
each row should be staggered by roughly 
half a board’s width, with the optimum 
configuration being the same as a brick 
bond laying pattern. All short end joints 
should fall on the centre of a joist, 
including on the perimeter edges. 

Don’t be afraid to be generous with 
adhesive – as a guide, bonding a board 
to the joist and the surrounding boards 
using the tongue and groove joint should 
require one bottle of ‘joint and joist’ 
adhesive per six boards. You should be 
able to see the adhesive foaming out 
of the joint once the boards are tightly 
butted together, as this works to enhance 

the protection of the joint.
Once your space has been filled with 

boards, all mechanical fiÝings, perimeter 
edges, cut edges and stairwells should 

be sealed using the joint and joist 
adhesiÛe to ensure a watertight seal. To 
finish, the eÝcess adhesiÛe should be 
removed using a scraper.

WHAT TYPE OF PRODUCT AND SYSTEM 
GUARANTEES ARE AVAILABLE?
�any structural yooring systems will 
come with a guarantee, each for differing 
lengths of time, providing you with peace 
of mind that the product is long-lasting 
and reliable, as well as the reassurance 
that any issues further down the line will 
be rectified. 

There are a Ûariety of structural timber 
yooring boards aÛailable to self-builders, 
each bringing its own Ûalue and benefits. 
As a result, it’s important to consider 
the enÛironment in which the yooring 
is being installed, as well as any other 
objectives you have for your new home, 
such as sustainability. If in doubt, you 
can speak to a manufacturer for further 
guidance and support.

Scott Wolters is building products sales 
director at EGGER UK
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professional, it’s good to know that 
timber structural yoorboards are easy 
to fit. Generally speaking, there are 
two installation methods: either using 
a bespoke joint and joist adhesive, 
often supplied by the manufacturer, or 
through a combination of adhesive and 
mechanical fiÝings. 

Look for yooring boards that are 
manufactured with a tongue and groove 
profile, ensuring a tight and reliable �oint. 
When installing and laying the boards, 
each row should be staggered by roughly 
half a board’s width, with the optimum 
configuration being the same as a brick 
bond laying pattern. All short end joints 
should fall on the centre of a joist, 
including on the perimeter edges. 

Don’t be afraid to be generous with 
adhesive – as a guide, bonding a board 
to the joist and the surrounding boards 
using the tongue and groove joint should 
require one bottle of ‘joint and joist’ 
adhesive per six boards. You should be 
able to see the adhesive foaming out 
of the joint once the boards are tightly 
butted together, as this works to enhance 

the protection of the joint.
Once your space has been filled with 

boards, all mechanical fiÝings, perimeter 
edges, cut edges and stairwells should 

be sealed using the joint and joist 
adhesiÛe to ensure a watertight seal. To 
finish, the eÝcess adhesiÛe should be 
removed using a scraper.

WHAT TYPE OF PRODUCT AND SYSTEM 
GUARANTEES ARE AVAILABLE?
�any structural yooring systems will 
come with a guarantee, each for differing 
lengths of time, providing you with peace 
of mind that the product is long-lasting 
and reliable, as well as the reassurance 
that any issues further down the line will 
be rectified. 

There are a Ûariety of structural timber 
yooring boards aÛailable to self-builders, 
each bringing its own Ûalue and benefits. 
As a result, it’s important to consider 
the enÛironment in which the yooring 
is being installed, as well as any other 
objectives you have for your new home, 
such as sustainability. If in doubt, you 
can speak to a manufacturer for further 
guidance and support.

Scott Wolters is building products sales 
director at EGGER UK
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Whether you want your bathroom 
to be a spa-like, relaxing 
sanctuary or a joyful space with 

vibrant hues and high-impact features, 
texture is big at the moment. As we 
explore what texture means and how 
it invites you into a space and adds a 
layer of depth and dimension, we are 
considering new ways to add texture to 
an overall bathroom design. 

As we continue to move away from 
bathrooms being purely functional 
spaces, we are looking for more ways 
in which to personalise bathrooms and 
make them a place we enjoy. While 
many people focus on colour schemes 
and material finishes, they are now also 
experimenting more with texture that 
can both elevate a design and create an 
emotional reaction. �rom yuted drawer 
fronts to knurled tap handles and natural 

stone finishes, there½s something to suit 
every space.

Fluting in particular has been making 
waves in the interior design world of 
late, and the trend is here to stay. Mostly 
seen through the use of vertical shallow 
grooves, which not only add dimension 
when layered across a surface but also 
create an interesting look when light and 
shadows bounce off the material½s edges, 
it adds a modern yet timeless touch 
to any bathroom design. The delicate, 
curved edges add warmth and softness 
to contemporary schemes, adding 
interest to a space. 

Texture extends beyond the realm of 
touch, to include visual textures. Unlike 
physical texture and tactile characteristics 
of objects, visual texture refers to the 
illusion of texture within an image or 
material, and how shadow and light 
interact with the different elements within 
the design. An intricately detailed marble 
tile with decorative patterns and layered 
colours serves as a perfect example 
of visual texture – it captures your 
attention and introduces dimension to an 
otherwise yat surface. 

USER INTERACTION
One of our main priorities when 
developing new products this year 
has been user interaction, especially 
when it comes to teÝture. We½Ûe been 
looking at ways in which we can add this 
element into bathroom designs – from 
tap handles to drawer fronts – as there 
is huge value in having texture on these 
¼touchpoints.½ Ƃs designers we want to 
know that people aren½t �ust en�oying 
products because of the functional value 
that they add, but also because of the 
design techniques and striking features 
that cause an emotional response. 

When we see a heavily textured surface, 
we often have an instinctive urge to 
touch it and explore it, making texture 
an extremely versatile tool for designers 
looking to optimise and enhance the
user experience.

VISUAL LAYERING
When it comes to designing a bathroom, 
I would start by considering the 
composition of the space and the style 
you want to achieve. For a cohesive look, 
you want to choose materials and colours 
that blend well and work together in 
harmony to create an overall aesthetic. 

The best way to incorporate texture 
into any space is by subtly framing 

Jorge Hernandez of Bathroom Brands Group 
explores how applying texture can make it 
transformative in modern bathroom design. From 
yuted accents to intricate tiles, discoÛer how tactile 
and visual approaches can elevate your space

BATHING IN 
TEXTURE

HOME STYLING
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certain areas that you want to stand out. 
Anything that has strong texture makes a 
statement and immediately draws in your 
focus, so it is important to layer both 
visual and physical textures to ensure 
that a space doesn½t feel too busy. 

One way to incorporate texture 
into a bathroom is by using it as a 
foundational element in the design, or 
the key element seen throughout the 
space in the form of a wall covering. 
�or eÝample, yuted tiles or a teÝtured 
micro cement finish on the walls, yoor 
and ceiling pairs well with clean lines and 
minimalist fiÝtures. Ƃn alternatiÛe to this 
is to choose a simple finish for the walls 
and yooring and make a statement with 

textured brassware and visually textured 
wall finishes. 

There is also a close connection 
between texture and shape. Soft 
silhouettes and yuid, curÛed features 
capture your attention and when paired 
with natural materials and muted, earthy 
tones, can help create a sense of calm 
and a soothing atmosphere. For a 
seamless design, these elements need to 
work together harmoniously to evoke the 
right emotion. We are seeing more and 
more Japanese inyuences in bathroom 
design like the wabi-sabi concept – a 
design aesthetic that finds beauty and 
serenity in ob�ects and designs that don½t 
have a conventional symmetry – perfectly 

embodies this philosophy with the use of 
asymmetric shapes and layers of three-
dimensional texture in design.

The bathroom is a functional space that 
is being used eÛery day, so it½s important 
to choose a style that is calming and 
makes you happy. As we move away 
from the utilitarian, uninspiring aesthetic 
and celebrate the beauty of texture, we 
start to add personality and character. 
However you choose to add texture to 
the bathroom, be bold with your choices 
to create a bespoke space that½s uniµue 
to you.

Jorge Hernandez is product and design 
manager at Bathroom Brands Group
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Whether you want your bathroom 
to be a spa-like, relaxing 
sanctuary or a joyful space with 

vibrant hues and high-impact features, 
texture is big at the moment. As we 
explore what texture means and how 
it invites you into a space and adds a 
layer of depth and dimension, we are 
considering new ways to add texture to 
an overall bathroom design. 

As we continue to move away from 
bathrooms being purely functional 
spaces, we are looking for more ways 
in which to personalise bathrooms and 
make them a place we enjoy. While 
many people focus on colour schemes 
and material finishes, they are now also 
experimenting more with texture that 
can both elevate a design and create an 
emotional reaction. �rom yuted drawer 
fronts to knurled tap handles and natural 

stone finishes, there½s something to suit 
every space.

Fluting in particular has been making 
waves in the interior design world of 
late, and the trend is here to stay. Mostly 
seen through the use of vertical shallow 
grooves, which not only add dimension 
when layered across a surface but also 
create an interesting look when light and 
shadows bounce off the material½s edges, 
it adds a modern yet timeless touch 
to any bathroom design. The delicate, 
curved edges add warmth and softness 
to contemporary schemes, adding 
interest to a space. 

Texture extends beyond the realm of 
touch, to include visual textures. Unlike 
physical texture and tactile characteristics 
of objects, visual texture refers to the 
illusion of texture within an image or 
material, and how shadow and light 
interact with the different elements within 
the design. An intricately detailed marble 
tile with decorative patterns and layered 
colours serves as a perfect example 
of visual texture – it captures your 
attention and introduces dimension to an 
otherwise yat surface. 

USER INTERACTION
One of our main priorities when 
developing new products this year 
has been user interaction, especially 
when it comes to teÝture. We½Ûe been 
looking at ways in which we can add this 
element into bathroom designs – from 
tap handles to drawer fronts – as there 
is huge value in having texture on these 
¼touchpoints.½ Ƃs designers we want to 
know that people aren½t �ust en�oying 
products because of the functional value 
that they add, but also because of the 
design techniques and striking features 
that cause an emotional response. 

When we see a heavily textured surface, 
we often have an instinctive urge to 
touch it and explore it, making texture 
an extremely versatile tool for designers 
looking to optimise and enhance the
user experience.

VISUAL LAYERING
When it comes to designing a bathroom, 
I would start by considering the 
composition of the space and the style 
you want to achieve. For a cohesive look, 
you want to choose materials and colours 
that blend well and work together in 
harmony to create an overall aesthetic. 

The best way to incorporate texture 
into any space is by subtly framing 

Jorge Hernandez of Bathroom Brands Group 
explores how applying texture can make it 
transformative in modern bathroom design. From 
yuted accents to intricate tiles, discoÛer how tactile 
and visual approaches can elevate your space
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certain areas that you want to stand out. 
Anything that has strong texture makes a 
statement and immediately draws in your 
focus, so it is important to layer both 
visual and physical textures to ensure 
that a space doesn½t feel too busy. 

One way to incorporate texture 
into a bathroom is by using it as a 
foundational element in the design, or 
the key element seen throughout the 
space in the form of a wall covering. 
�or eÝample, yuted tiles or a teÝtured 
micro cement finish on the walls, yoor 
and ceiling pairs well with clean lines and 
minimalist fiÝtures. Ƃn alternatiÛe to this 
is to choose a simple finish for the walls 
and yooring and make a statement with 

textured brassware and visually textured 
wall finishes. 

There is also a close connection 
between texture and shape. Soft 
silhouettes and yuid, curÛed features 
capture your attention and when paired 
with natural materials and muted, earthy 
tones, can help create a sense of calm 
and a soothing atmosphere. For a 
seamless design, these elements need to 
work together harmoniously to evoke the 
right emotion. We are seeing more and 
more Japanese inyuences in bathroom 
design like the wabi-sabi concept – a 
design aesthetic that finds beauty and 
serenity in ob�ects and designs that don½t 
have a conventional symmetry – perfectly 

embodies this philosophy with the use of 
asymmetric shapes and layers of three-
dimensional texture in design.

The bathroom is a functional space that 
is being used eÛery day, so it½s important 
to choose a style that is calming and 
makes you happy. As we move away 
from the utilitarian, uninspiring aesthetic 
and celebrate the beauty of texture, we 
start to add personality and character. 
However you choose to add texture to 
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Jorge Hernandez is product and design 
manager at Bathroom Brands Group
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Whether it½s a dedicated room or an offi ce nook 
for occasional home working, striking your balance 
between comfort and professionalism in a home 
offi ce can be challenging. �ere, we½Ûe gathered an 
elegant selection of items to help you achieÛe an 
inspiring yet functional offi ce space.

INTERIOR 
INSPIRATION:
Home Of� ces

1. The Benia Iron & Reclaimed 
Wood Desk by Nkuku combines 
sustainable reclaimed wood with classic 
black ironwork to create a sublime rustic 
look. The reclaimed wood top brings 
teÝture and character, with distinctiÛe 
marks from its preÛious use. Ƃn eye-
catching criss-cross detail adds further 
interest and giÛes the desk a stylish 
utilitarian feel. 
Priced at Ë��x.
www.nkuku.com

1
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2. Tan Ûintage fauÝ leather, height-
ad�ustable and curÛed armrests, the 
Franklin by Cult Furniture is a triple 
threat when it comes to offi ce chairs. 
�eaturing a curÛed backrest, padded 
seat and a black metal base on wheels q 
this is a classic style with a soft industrial 
touch. Working from home has neÛer 
felt bettert 
Priced at Ë£È�.
www.cultfurniture.com

3. Create the perfect home offi ce 
space with the Armstrong Industrial 
Desk by Funky Chunky Furniture Co.
With a handy drawer to store away the 
essentials, and a choice of two shapes 
in its black metal legs. Whether it½s 
home-working, homework or reading a 
book, the desk will help you create the 
space all the family needs. 
Priced at ËÈ£x.
www.funky-chunky-furniture.co.uk

4. With its cubed design, the Ribbon 
Tall Bookcase from Vox is the ideal way 
to display your books in style. �inished 
in an oak effect with slim black legs, 
this shelÛing unit is great for bringing 

a contemporary touch to your interior. 
 ot only a stylish storage solution, but a 
practical one toot 
Priced at Ënxx.
www.cuckooland.com

5. The stylish Ellen Brass & Opal 
Dome Table Lamp by Lime Lace
is a sleek design with a cool luÝe 
look. With a nod to a minimalist and 
timeless ScandinaÛian design, 
llen fi ts 
beautifully into most interior schemes. 
The sleek opal glass shade adds an 
elegant contrast to the slim frame and 
contributes Ûisual Ûolume and a wide 
fi eld of light. 
Priced at ËÇ£.{x.
www.limelace.co.uk

6. Shelved’s Modular Desk Unit
creates the perfect compact desk with 
surrounding shelÛing perfect for 
storing books and fi les. The desk½s 
compact footprint, sleek styling, and 
ample shelf space make it easy to blend 
into any decor, and is fi nished in white 
with white paneling.
Priced from Ënnn.nä.
www.shelved.co.uk
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When undertaking a self-build 
project, it can be tempting 
to overlook home security in 

favour of more exciting aspects of the 
build, such as the aesthetics. But the 
security of your property is essential. 
Your home is where you rest, entertain, 
and maybe even raise children, so it’s 
important it feels as safe as possible.

�ere are fiÛe things to look for 
when selecting windows and doors for 
your project in order to ensure your 
home remains secure.

MATERIALS
When it comes to security, it’s worth 
investing in strong, durable materials. 
Aluminium is one of the strongest 
options available, despite its lightweight 
structure. Plus, it’s more resistant to 
warping than timber alternatives and its 
properties make it far more impenetrable 
than PVCu, which can rapidly deteriorate 
and become weaker over time. 

LOCKS
Nearly a third of intruders break in by 
forcing the lock, so systems should lock 
at as many points as possible for the 
highest level of security. The minimum 
you should consider is three-point 
locking, but fiÛe or eight-point systems 
offer more robust security.

The cylinder/locking barrel is often 
the weakest area for doors. So, it’s worth 
investing in a system that offers tamper-
proof barrels. High-quality doors, such as 
those we make, will have tamper-proof 
options, including a ‘three-star’ barrel or 
a coded magnetic key, which will protect 
against snapping, picking, drilling, and 
bumping to provide ultimate security. 

Origin doors can be specified with an 
eight-point locking system and three-star 
diamond cylinder for the highest level of 
protection and the assurance your home 
and family will remain safe.

For windows, the best systems will 
offer either the Yale Encloser lock or the 
Nemesis multi-point lock, which are both 
proven to boost security.

HINGES
�inges can be a significant weak point 
on a door as they are typically positioned 
outside the home, making them 
vulnerable to burglars looking to 
break in. 

The best hinges will be made from 
strong, corrosion-resistant metal, such 
as zinc, and will be fitted using special 
bolts and screws which make it more 
difficult for frames to be leÛered off 
the hinges. 

FRONT DOORS
The majority of break-ins happen via 
the front door. Aluminium front doors 
with a secure locking system will offer 
a great standard, but this can be 
further enhanced by adding a security 

bar restrictor to limit how wide the 
door can be opened when visitors ring 
the bell. 

Spyholes also allow homeowners to 
identify a visitor without having to open 
the door, and can be incorporated into 
door knockers delivering a sleek and 
subtle finish.

CERTIFICATIONS
Trying to establish which doors and 
windows offer the best security features 
can be overwhelming, but third-party 
accreditations offer a quick way to 
identify true quality. The minimum 
accreditation to look for is PAS:24. 
For extra assurance, look for doors 
and windows that have achieved the 
police approved Secured by Design 
accreditation. This uses rigorous, 
independent testing methods to ensure 
doors and windows can resist attack.

Victoria Brocklesby is COO at Origin

Victoria Brocklesby of Origin discusses what features to look for in your doors 
and windows in order to achieve the critical security you need for your home

A look at safety issues

The best hinges will be made from strong, corrosion-
resistant metal, such as zinc

COMMENT: THE WINDOW VIEW
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This self-build project sits on a well-known 
Edinburgh street, Circus Lane, that’s 
much photographed and documented 

not only in Scotland, but throughout the world. 
Therefore, attempting a renovation here was 
not a proposition to be taken lightly. However, 

in September 2021, architect Dugald Skene 
of DS Architecture was approached by a client 
who was keen to push the envelope, and had an 
interesting property for Dugald to look at.

Already an experienced developer, Dugald’s 
client had bought what was a one-bedroom yat 

HIGH POINT
“Achieving practical 
completion – and the 
high-end result.”

A home sitting at the end of a famous Edinburgh terrace has undergone 
a contemporary sustainable transformation, seamlessly blending with the 
locality while exuding its own distinct allure
TEXT NIK HUNTER IMAGES WILL SCOTT PHOTOGRAPHY

BOOKENDED 
SUSTAINABLY

CASE STUDY

LOW POINT
“The utter failure of any 
of the utility companies 
to provide a competent 
level of service!”

Circus Lane_Nik Hunter.indd   2 22/01/2024   09:20

and a garage in the street, with a wish to extend 
for his personal use. His brief was precise: “I 
wanted an attractive dwelling with three double 
bedrooms and a rear garden area, with the new 
build element providing a high-quality ‘bookend’ 
for the street.”

The existing property essentially faced in one 
direction, onto Circus Lane, and was accessed 
by an external staircase on the rear elevation. 
The entrance was at the back of the property 
and was completely independent of the three 
garages below it.

Although the client owned the garage on the 
ground yoor with the yat aboÛe, it was in the 
middle of the row which didn’t provide Dugald 
with a lot of scope for design, as he recalls: 
“Every iteration we came up with didn’t justify 
the cost, and the layout didn½t yow particularly 
well either as the upper yoor had to be split into 

two. We weren’t gaining much more than what 
was already there.”

Fortunately, the client was able to swap 
the middle garage for the one remaining end 
garage which, if planning permission was 
granted, would allow for the demolition of 
two garages and the construction of a new 
two-storey building which would provide the 
aforementioned bookend to the lane.

Now that the space the architects had to work 
with was established – 150 square metres – 
Dugald knew that realistically he could achieve 
the three bedrooms that the client had asked 
for. “I approach projects with quite a pragmatic, 
problem-solving route to design. Here, I had 
very clear parameters to work within, especially 
physical ones, I knew I had to optimise what I 
could but there was no possibility of extending 
the site or the gable.”
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He started with the stairs: “When you’re 
dealing with multiple levels and tight spaces 
the first thing to work on is the stairs. 
Ûerything 
else is going to revolve around that.” There was 
also a small space to grow into at the rear of the 
existing property which had been a garden and 
was where the main access was located. 

Ƃs the ground yoor garages had been created 
out of former coach houses, the garages were 
taller than average. “In terms of the new design 
we were working in a small, tight footprint, and 
to get the stairs to work we couldn’t make the 
first yoor as high as the original yat was.»

It’s fair to say that the existing building 
informed a lot of what Dugald could and 
couldn’t do and it was also important that the 
new addition on the end was quite subservient. 
Adjacent to another Edinburgh landmark – St 
Vincent’s Chapel, nothing would ever be built 
beyond the end of the lane. “It was a unique 
challenge for a mews property as they’re 
normally linear in design,” explains Dugald. 

Adding “They face one direction and onto a 
lane. This property faces in two directions. And 
the big challenge was how do we soften the 
corner; how do we make two key elevations 
work together as one?”

His solution was to make the corner as 
transparent and as light as possible. By installing 
yoor to ceiling glazing on both aspects a Ûiew 
has been created through the building to the 
neighbouring street and the chapel.

“My idea came from a pair of mews properties 
that I designed for a gap site in a nearby street. 
It was an exercise in trying to modernise the 
vernacular a little bit. What does a modern 
Edinburgh mews look like?” The other issues 
facing Dugald were privacy and the proximity 
to other buildings and this previous project had 
informed him what could be achieved at Circus 
Lane. 

However, while Dugald’s plans were 
sympathetic to the locality, there was still a 
worry that the design would be too bold for 
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the locality, but clear communication goes a 
long way. “Engagement with the residents was 
huge,” he says, “and to be fair to the client, he 
really led the way. He contacted the resident’s 
committee and he discussed with them what 
we were planning to do. He showed them 
everything before we submitted it.” Surprisingly 
for such a prominent site, the plans were passed 
without a single objection.

“Early engagement with the resident’s 
committee was positive and helpful,” adds 
Dugald’s client. “The builders (Carlsson 
Properties) were also key as they communicated 
well with the residents and kept the site secure 
and tidy. The builders, Dugald, and Graham & 
Sibbald (the project managers) all communicated 
well throughout the build.”

As a result, work started on site in August 
2022 and was completed by May 2023. The 
three-bedroom apartment follows the layout of 
the original yat in so far as there was a corridor 
that ran down the north side to link the rooms, 
but now there’s a change of level, with one 

bedroom on the left, a bathroom in the middle 
and a bedroom at the end. The new extension 
wraps around the back of the building which 
also allowed for a utility space. It is now a three-
bedroom house with two bathrooms, a study, 
utility room and open plan living/kitchen/dining 
area, and an outdoor courtyard.

To maÝimise the interior yoor space, the 
entrance has been relocated to the back corner 
of the building. The new extension incorporates 
a bedroom with a generous Jack & Jill ensuite 
which occupies most of the space of the right-
hand garage below the original structure. 
“There were design challenges about how we 
approached this room externally. We didn’t want 
the exterior wall to look like a garage door that 
had been blocked up, but everyone locally knew 
it was a garage, and we didn’t want to hide 
that.” They aimed to dress it up and make it 
coherent with the rest of the building.

As Dugald was able to claim a bit more of 
the outdoor space in the design, there was also 
room for a garden room/study. As this could 
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have had an impact in terms of shadowing the 
neighbouring properties at the rear, Dugald had 
to illustrate to planning that there wouldn’t be a 
hugely adverse effect by building a two-storey 
building up to the boundary. “I did several 
calculations and shadow diagrams to ensure 
this wasn’t the case,” he says. By building 
out further, he also created a small, enclosed 
courtyard, which is “very private and unusual to 
have in the centre of the city.”

The client had also decided that from the 
outset of the project that the gas boiler would 
be removed, and the gas supply disconnected. 
The electricity supply was upgraded to three-
phase to allow for the addition of car charging 
points in the future, and an air source heat pump 
was installed to power the heating. “In terms of 
reducing the carbon footprint, the choice of a 
Mitsubishi Electric air source heat pump made 
sense, combined with new glazing throughout,» 
says the project’s client. 

Dugald continues: “While air source heat 
pumps are great in new builds, it’s slightly more 
compleÝ when you½re retrofitting them to an 
existing building.” However, when the original 
part of the building was being renovated there 
was an opportunity to strip back and insulate. 
“This improved on what was there before and 
ensures that the air source heat pump can be as 
effective as possible by keeping the fabric of the 
building as efficient as possible.»

1nderyoor heating was fitted on the ground 
yoor, beneath a polished concrete screed yoor. 
Dugald comments\ º1nderyoor made sense 
from an economical point of view, and with no 
radiators there’s more space too.” 

Upstairs there are still radiators and timber 
yoors. �oweÛer, with the solar gain in the liÛing 
space, heating isn’t so much of an issue. “When 
you ascend the stairs you enter directly into the 
living/dining/kitchen space; there’s no hallway or 
door to the staircase. It’s a compact space but 
because it’s open plan, and facing south it feels 
bright and spacious.” 

The client sourced the kitchen from The KBB 
(Kitchen Bedroom Bathroom Company) in 
Musselburgh, and recalls: “I visited a number 
of suppliers, but wanted one that was able to 
design and install the kitchen and utility room 
using their own skilled tradesmen. KBB were 
straightforward to work with, and worked well 
with our chosen builder.”

As Dugald had shared computer generated 
images of the interiors, the client had a good 
idea of how the project would come together, 
howeÛer the finished result eÝceeded his 
expectations: “The kitchen/lounge space, once 
completed looked even more stunning than had 
been envisaged, as the outlook to the rear of 
Royal Circus is unobstructed and the light quality 
is great.”

In this open plan area, Dugald was extremely 
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Your Vision.
Our Expertise.

Modern living requires a modern interior door 
and screening system that transforms any space. 
AluSpace is a revolutionary aluminium steel-look 
system that’s perfect for dividing and maximising 
spaces of any shape and size while providing an 
effective acoustic barrier.
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as a � xed screen, hinged single or double 
doors, sliding doors, or pivot doors

• Ultra-slim sightlines
• Tailored to meet any design style
• Accessories include a choice of classic, 

modern and industrial handles

Discuss your project with us today: 
0191 565 2200   |   sales@twrgroup.co.uk
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0808 303 4628 or visit www.stiltz.co.uk 
Call today to discuss your project or request your free information pack on

Make your new home 
your forever home, 
with a Stiltz Homelift

• Contemporary styling
• Flexible positioning
• Small footprint
• Cost-effective
• Energy efficient
• Suitable for future-proofing
• Advanced safety features
• Fully guaranteed

Stiltz locks in future benefits and helps you embrace 
a new way of living. This neat, discreet solution for 
moving between floors can be positioned almost 
anywhere and installs quickly with a minimum of fuss. 

Stiltz consultants work with you or your architect at 
any stage of planning or construction. We can even 
retrofit into existing spaces if you’re renovating rather 
than rebuilding.

And barn conversions, double-height rooms or high-
ceilinged properties are taken care of. Our latest 
models travel up to 6 metres.

Whether you’re renovating, extending or building from the ground up, 
future proof with confidence with a Stiltz Homelift.

“The Stiltz Homelifts building and renovation division worked 
together with our architects to deliver the lift installation exactly to 

our specification. Impressive work”. 
Mrs W. - Oxfordshire
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have had an impact in terms of shadowing the 
neighbouring properties at the rear, Dugald had 
to illustrate to planning that there wouldn’t be a 
hugely adverse effect by building a two-storey 
building up to the boundary. “I did several 
calculations and shadow diagrams to ensure 
this wasn’t the case,” he says. By building 
out further, he also created a small, enclosed 
courtyard, which is “very private and unusual to 
have in the centre of the city.”

The client had also decided that from the 
outset of the project that the gas boiler would 
be removed, and the gas supply disconnected. 
The electricity supply was upgraded to three-
phase to allow for the addition of car charging 
points in the future, and an air source heat pump 
was installed to power the heating. “In terms of 
reducing the carbon footprint, the choice of a 
Mitsubishi Electric air source heat pump made 
sense, combined with new glazing throughout,» 
says the project’s client. 

Dugald continues: “While air source heat 
pumps are great in new builds, it’s slightly more 
compleÝ when you½re retrofitting them to an 
existing building.” However, when the original 
part of the building was being renovated there 
was an opportunity to strip back and insulate. 
“This improved on what was there before and 
ensures that the air source heat pump can be as 
effective as possible by keeping the fabric of the 
building as efficient as possible.»

1nderyoor heating was fitted on the ground 
yoor, beneath a polished concrete screed yoor. 
Dugald comments\ º1nderyoor made sense 
from an economical point of view, and with no 
radiators there’s more space too.” 

Upstairs there are still radiators and timber 
yoors. �oweÛer, with the solar gain in the liÛing 
space, heating isn’t so much of an issue. “When 
you ascend the stairs you enter directly into the 
living/dining/kitchen space; there’s no hallway or 
door to the staircase. It’s a compact space but 
because it’s open plan, and facing south it feels 
bright and spacious.” 

The client sourced the kitchen from The KBB 
(Kitchen Bedroom Bathroom Company) in 
Musselburgh, and recalls: “I visited a number 
of suppliers, but wanted one that was able to 
design and install the kitchen and utility room 
using their own skilled tradesmen. KBB were 
straightforward to work with, and worked well 
with our chosen builder.”

As Dugald had shared computer generated 
images of the interiors, the client had a good 
idea of how the project would come together, 
howeÛer the finished result eÝceeded his 
expectations: “The kitchen/lounge space, once 
completed looked even more stunning than had 
been envisaged, as the outlook to the rear of 
Royal Circus is unobstructed and the light quality 
is great.”

In this open plan area, Dugald was extremely 
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conscious of how the design worked with the 
natural light, solar gain and privacy. To ensure 
they all complemented each other, he added 
two opening windows, and timber louvres 
haÛe been fitted to proÛide shade, and priÛacy 
and add external interest. The Accoya timber 
railings also mirror the metal ones on the 
Juliet balconies (made by J Jordan Steel) and 
create a visual relationship with the garage 
door infill. ºThe client½s priority was for minimal 
maintenance and being at ground level the 
timber will be subjected to weather, car pollution 
and sunlight, and the material we used is dense 
and stable.”

To find a match for the eÝternal stone 
Dugald and his client visited Dunedin Stone 
at Macmerry. “We had samples of the original 
stone and although the new stone is a bit lighter 
just now, it will weather.” However, it wasn’t 
only a case of matching the stone, it was also 
important to try and replicate the sizes and 
courses too. “The original mews is a real mix of 
sizes and with the odd red or black stone thrown 
in. Also, because there are few apertures on the 
ground yoor to proÛide priÛacy, we wanted to 

ensure that the front elevation wasn’t bland.” 
He continues: “We added a little bit of relief 
with the stonework to mirror the elevation above 
and break up the wall visually by recessing the 
stone by 50 mm. The stonemasons weren’t that 
enthused with that idea, but I think it works!”

And the client agrees: “I would not say I 
was surprised at the end product having seen 
Dugald’s portfolio, but I was pleased with 
his imagination and creativity and the speed 
with which he communicated. I think I’m most 
pleased with the oÛerall µuality of the finished 
building and the oak staircase! Dugald has 
created a spectacular building with its own style, 
and which is not a pastiche.

Dugald continues: “I was asked to make 
what’s there better – a nice full stop to the lane. 
My client was clear about what he wanted, 
and it was a very effective working relationship 
between us but not at all restrictive.” He sums 
up his pleasure in completing this scheme: 
“Coming up with a design and it then being 
executed exactly as you designed it doesn’t 
always happen; it was a fantastic project to 
work on.”
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Elevate your project with cutting-edge 
aluminium bi-fold doors...

Add a touch of sophistication to any living space with sleek and 
durable aluminium bi-fold doors for a seamless connection from inside 
to out. Thanks to more than 10 years aluminium bi-fold experience, we 
make choosing the right bi-fold door for your project easy.

Smarts Visofold 1000 Slim
• 122mm sightline
• U-Value from 1.5 W/m²K
• Maximum height 2,500mm
• Smart’s Quick-Glaze Bead for quicker installation

Cortizo bi-fold
• Typical sightline of 120mm
• U-Value from 1.1 (W/m²K)
• Maximum height 3 metres, making it perfect for period properties
• Adjustable jamb to help installation

Discuss your project with us today: 

0191 565 2200  sales@twrgroup.co.uk  www.twrgroup.co.uk
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KNX house and building automation
With KNX, all building functions can be linked, program-
med, and controlled. Starting with heating, ventilation and 
room climate control, via lighting and shading, up to alarm, 
safety and information systems. All these functions can be 
controlled automatically via intelligent sensors, manually at 
the control units inside the rooms, or centrally via a visuali-
sation - in the house, or mobile via smartphone or tablet.

Smart home system LUXORliving
LUXORliving is the simple smart home system from 
Theben, offering all-round home comfort, whilst avoi-
ding unnecessary waste. Switching lights on and off. 
Dimming. Regulation heating and controlling blinds. 
That‘s what it‘s all about.

Cleverly automated
automatically clever

www.luxorliving.co.uk
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and add external interest. The Accoya timber 
railings also mirror the metal ones on the 
Juliet balconies (made by J Jordan Steel) and 
create a visual relationship with the garage 
door infill. ºThe client½s priority was for minimal 
maintenance and being at ground level the 
timber will be subjected to weather, car pollution 
and sunlight, and the material we used is dense 
and stable.”

To find a match for the eÝternal stone 
Dugald and his client visited Dunedin Stone 
at Macmerry. “We had samples of the original 
stone and although the new stone is a bit lighter 
just now, it will weather.” However, it wasn’t 
only a case of matching the stone, it was also 
important to try and replicate the sizes and 
courses too. “The original mews is a real mix of 
sizes and with the odd red or black stone thrown 
in. Also, because there are few apertures on the 
ground yoor to proÛide priÛacy, we wanted to 

ensure that the front elevation wasn’t bland.” 
He continues: “We added a little bit of relief 
with the stonework to mirror the elevation above 
and break up the wall visually by recessing the 
stone by 50 mm. The stonemasons weren’t that 
enthused with that idea, but I think it works!”

And the client agrees: “I would not say I 
was surprised at the end product having seen 
Dugald’s portfolio, but I was pleased with 
his imagination and creativity and the speed 
with which he communicated. I think I’m most 
pleased with the oÛerall µuality of the finished 
building and the oak staircase! Dugald has 
created a spectacular building with its own style, 
and which is not a pastiche.

Dugald continues: “I was asked to make 
what’s there better – a nice full stop to the lane. 
My client was clear about what he wanted, 
and it was a very effective working relationship 
between us but not at all restrictive.” He sums 
up his pleasure in completing this scheme: 
“Coming up with a design and it then being 
executed exactly as you designed it doesn’t 
always happen; it was a fantastic project to 
work on.”
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CASE STUDY

Young newlyweds Euan and Fiona Coleman thought they had found their 
forever home, but once children arrived they reassessed their wish list of 
practicalities, which led them to embark on a renovation in Hertfordshire
TEXT LAURA SHADWELL IMAGES JWB ARCHITECTS

PRACTICALLY 
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Soon after tying the knot, Euan and Fiona 
Coleman eagerly settled into what they 
thought would be their forever home 

in Essex. However, after the arrival of their 
first child and with a second on the way, it 
quickly became apparent that their house 
and its location couldn’t cope with the 
needs of the expanding Coleman clan. Fiona 
elaborates further: “Once we had children, our 
requirements changed. And the lack of nearby 
amenities meant we had to drive everywhere, it 
wasn’t convenient.”

TICKING THE BOXES
The couple’s wish list was fairly straightforward: 
a detached home with an open-plan layout, 
which would ideally be located in a community-
oriented setting. Expanding their property 
search to Hertfordshire paid off; it didn’t take 
long for them to discover an “almost perfect” 
property in Bengeo, a suburb of Hertford, which 
ticked most of their boxes. However, she says 
that buying it was a decision that was somewhat 
done on the hoof, “it wasn’t something we 
planned, we just fell in love with the house 
and everything around it, and decided to take 
the plunge!”

Nestled along a small and quiet residential 
road, the property is surrounded by an 

abundance of greenery, with gardens that 
also offered a good amount of privacy. From 
a practical standpoint, the property is within 
walking distance of the town, with supermarkets 
and train station – making the location ideal for 
Euan’s London commute.

After securing the 1980s-built property, they 
engaged JW Bespoke Architecture and Interior 
Design to transform their vision into a reality via 
a full renoÛation. The house had fiÛe bedrooms, 
but the upstairs bedrooms were on the small 
side, despite the overall footprint being “actually 
quite large,” says Fiona. They wanted to create 
six better sized bedrooms, “which we probably 
don’t need, but we have large families, so it’s 
three guest rooms.”

Although new to home renovations, the 
couple were undeterred by the work involved. 
Luckily, the property had already had some 
planning permission in place; the previous 
owners had eÝtended the ground yoor but 
didn’t get around to expanding the upstairs. 
“We saw the potential of what the upstairs could 
be,” Fiona adds, which was a big factor that 
pushed them to put in an offer.

In an effort to speed up the process, the 
architect surveyed the house and drafted plans 
before the couple’s purchase was completed. 
This approach, while somewhat unconventional, 

HIGH POINT
ºSeeing the yoor to 
ceiling glazing installed 
in the downstairs open 
plan space; the majestic 
impact was immediate.”
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posed a calculated risk for both the couple 
and the architect. Normally, it’s advisable to 
live in the space for a while to understand 
their preferences when it comes to renovating. 
However in this case, they chose to take the 
plunge once more, and specify what they 
wanted up front.

Ƃs well as conÛerting the fiÛe small double 
bedrooms to make three large doubles and 
three smaller double bedrooms, the architect 
redesigned the layout of the ground yoor. �iona 
recalls: “One of the things which I disliked in 
the original layout was how the utility room sat 
within the main living area, creating an awkward, 
unusable L-shaped space.” The utility room was 
shifted to a smaller extension to the side of the 
house. With the original utility room gone, the 
main downstairs space could be fully opened 
up, creating a stunning open plan kitchen/living 
room. In addition, a spacious playroom was 
created off of the open plan living area, as well 
as a formal sitting room and office.

Initially, the planned work raised concerns 
nearby, primarily about the single storey 
extension being too close to a neighbouring 
boundary, and worries about the size of the 
upper extension, which could potentially 
overlook other gardens. However, after a 
planning officer came out to site and deemed 

the design was OK, planning passed with no 
issues. When asked whether the couple were on 
good terms with their neighbours since moving 
in, Fiona laughs: “Yes we have enjoyed a few 
boozy evenings – everyone has been really 
friendly and welcoming.”

A JUGGLING ACT
As the couple were still living in Essex while the 
building work was going on, they opted to have 
their architect visit the site regularly and keep 
them updated with the renovation. Euan and 
Fiona were able to pop to Hertford from time 
to time, and their builder – Bournes Projects – 
were great at keeping them informed about the 
progress. “In a way, there were three groups 
project managing our renovation – it worked 
really well,” explains Fiona.

Having never taken on a renovation project 
before, the couple had no real experience of the 
work involved and the pitfalls that could arise 
on a makeover on this scale. Work started in 
Ƃpril of ÓäÓÓ and finished �ust shy of a year later, 
in March 2023. Fiona recalls that the only real 
stress came as a result of the big sliding pocket 
doors they wanted. These are a key feature in 
one corner of the open plan living space, but 
were delayed by a month, and without them 
being insitu, the property wasn’t watertight. 

With the original utility room gone, the main 
downstairs space could be fully opened up, creating a 
stunning open plan kitchen/living room

LOW POINT
“The delay with the 
corner pocket doors in 
the open plan space 
meant we couldn’t 
move into the house 
when planned as it 
wasn’t water tight; they 
were eventually installed 
the day before we 
had to move out of our 
old house!”
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Fiona pays tribute to the buyers of their former 
house for their patience: “We had already 
pushed back the moving date twice, but moving 
into a house that wasn’t watertight with a one 
and three year old wasn’t an option!,” Fiona 
exclaims. Fortunately, the doors were installed 
the day before they completed on their previous 
home in Essex.

AN INSPIRED INTERIOR
With the build finally finished, they could 
turn their attention to the pleasurable task of 
designing the interiors. Euan and Fiona have 
created the ‘wow’ factor in each of the rooms 
by sticking to a simple palette throughout 
that complements the vistas onto the garden. 
“We aimed to create a traditional house with 
a contemporary feel. We have created green 
accents around the house, for example with 
some of the soft furnishings.” Feature wood 
panelling lines the hall walls and yows into the 
downstairs cloakroom, complementing the 

cabinetry throughout the kitchen, utility room, 
formal lounge and playroom. An independent 
kitchen design firm ­OliÛe and Barr® q supplied 
and fitted the understatedly chic units.

The yoor to ceiling glazing q supplied by 
EuroWindows UK & Maxlight – in the open 
plan kitchenÉliÛing room yoods the space with 
light, successfully bringing the outside in. The 
choice of anthracite for the frames has a striking 
impact on the overall room decor – creating a 
strong frame for views onto the garden, and 
injecting a contemporary feel that the couple 
were striving for.

Upstairs, the master suite has large, sliding 
picture windows from Origin, again in anthracite, 
that open onto a Juliet balcony. Detailed wood 
panelling behind the bed creates a traditional 
focal point in the room, and little touches with 
lighting, furniture and art accentuate the window 
frames. The children’s bedrooms have been 
individually designed with bright accents of 
colour and attractive murals.

FIONA’S TOP 
RENOVATION
TIPS

* “The relationship with 
your builder is key; you 
spend a lot of time in 
each other’s company, so 
you need to feel 
comfortable with them.”
* “Renovations always 
take longer than you 
expect them to; plan for 
unforeseen delays!”
* “Don’t overthink 
decisions, go with your 
gut.”
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into a house that wasn’t watertight with a one 
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exclaims. Fortunately, the doors were installed 
the day before they completed on their previous 
home in Essex.
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“We aimed to create a traditional house with 
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accents around the house, for example with 
some of the soft furnishings.” Feature wood 
panelling lines the hall walls and yows into the 
downstairs cloakroom, complementing the 

cabinetry throughout the kitchen, utility room, 
formal lounge and playroom. An independent 
kitchen design firm ­OliÛe and Barr® q supplied 
and fitted the understatedly chic units.

The yoor to ceiling glazing q supplied by 
EuroWindows UK & Maxlight – in the open 
plan kitchenÉliÛing room yoods the space with 
light, successfully bringing the outside in. The 
choice of anthracite for the frames has a striking 
impact on the overall room decor – creating a 
strong frame for views onto the garden, and 
injecting a contemporary feel that the couple 
were striving for.

Upstairs, the master suite has large, sliding 
picture windows from Origin, again in anthracite, 
that open onto a Juliet balcony. Detailed wood 
panelling behind the bed creates a traditional 
focal point in the room, and little touches with 
lighting, furniture and art accentuate the window 
frames. The children’s bedrooms have been 
individually designed with bright accents of 
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RENOVATION
TIPS
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spend a lot of time in 
each other’s company, so 
you need to feel 
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* “Renovations always 
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The bathrooms have been carefully 
considered, again mimicking the colour scheme 
in the rest of the property. The result is clean, 
clutter-free lines, but with an element of warmth 
so as not to appear too sterile.

Gas central heating feeds the radiators 
upstairs and ­wet® underyoor heating runs 
throughout the majority of the downstairs, with 
the eÝception of the office and formal lounge.

Outside is still a work in progress, however 
one little gem in the garden is a ‘secret door’ 
that leads onto Hartham Common. Fiona 
explains that this is probably her favourite 
external feature: “The biggest bonus is this little 

wooden door, which gives access to tennis and 
football courts, a river, and a big playground. It 
feels like an extension of the garden and will be 
perfect for our children as they get older.”

Compared to a lot of self-builders who take on 
a project of this considerable scope, Euan and 
Fiona’s journey to creating their perfect home 
has been a case of relatively smooth sailing. 
She cites a friend who went through a similar 
renovation at the same time, but hated every 
minute. Fiona concludes: “Everything that could 
have gone wrong with her build did, and so I 
recognise we were very fortunate, as ours could 
have been a very different story.”

Feature wood panelling lines the hall walls and �ows 
into the downstairs cloakroom, complementing the 
cabinetry throughout the kitchen, utility room, formal 
lounge and playroom
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throughout the majority of the downstairs, with 
the eÝception of the office and formal lounge.

Outside is still a work in progress, however 
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explains that this is probably her favourite 
external feature: “The biggest bonus is this little 

wooden door, which gives access to tennis and 
football courts, a river, and a big playground. It 
feels like an extension of the garden and will be 
perfect for our children as they get older.”

Compared to a lot of self-builders who take on 
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Fiona’s journey to creating their perfect home 
has been a case of relatively smooth sailing. 
She cites a friend who went through a similar 
renovation at the same time, but hated every 
minute. Fiona concludes: “Everything that could 
have gone wrong with her build did, and so I 
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have been a very different story.”
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An experienced carpenter and builder 
has taken to social media to demonstrate 
the speed and effi ciency of installing 
West Fraser’s CaberDek, as well as the 
manufacturer½s -terling"-	 <ero. -teve 
�ayes commented\ ºThe -terling"-	 <ero 
is being used to conform to the structural 
engineer½s reµuirements. Then to install the 

aber�e� across the �oists, we are using the 

aber�ix glue and xä mm ring shan� nails to 
ma�e sure there are no sµuea�s; the adhesive 
is applied to the tongue and groove �oints as 

well. 7e particularly li�e the ruggedness of the boards which means you 
don½t get any damage to the edges when you are pulling them up over the 
scaffolding, li�e you do with some ma�es, slowing things up.»

uk.westfraser.com

Builder hails benefi ts of West Fraser panels
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architects for offering excellent light transmission, 
while the slender sightlines are also ideal for 
allowing windows to “bring the outdoors in.” 
However, contemporary systems available from 
members of the Steel Window Association can 
also play a pivotal role in infl uencing interior 
fi touts. The unexpected property boom from the 
pandemic included people adding extensions or 
improving their homes and saw SWA members 
responding to high demand for both classic and 
contemporary steel windows, doors and interior 

screens. In fact, the latter has proved ideal for creating home offi ces or sub-
dividing living spaces without signifi cantly cutting light reaching deep plan areas; 
while introducing an aesthetic often described as industrial but also sophisticated.

www.steel-window-association.co.uk

Steel windows and screens deliver style
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Choosing the right cladding material 
is one of the most important 
decisions any self-builder will 

make – whether that’s constructing a 
house from the ground up, renovating an 
existing property or adding an extension 
to expand living space. Long-lasting, 
durable, and versatile for both period 
or contemporary builds, brick is one of 
the most popular options for developers 
and home renovators. Brick is perfect 
for the UK’s climate, resisting both high 
and low temperatures without damage. 
And it works well with other methods 
of construction too, such as thin ‘slips’ 
applied using external cladding systems. 
But the main draw for most is the kerb 
appeal that using brick adds to the 
finished pro�ect. 

Ƃs the facade is one of the first 
things anyone will see of your build, it’s 

important to research what’s available 
– and appropriate. Bricks are usually 
around 6% of the total build cost (and 
many self-builders will spend more on 
their kitchen), but it’s worth allowing a 
little extra budget to get the highest 
µuality finish, which will undoubtedly 
increase a property’s value. 

LOCAL COLOUR
Start with the basics and research 
the right type and colour for the 
geographical area, period, and style 
of building. Brick colours, sizes and 
styles vary enormously across the UK, 
but your architect, contractor or local 
builders’ merchant should be able 
to advise on local requirements, or 
you can ask a specialist brick supplier 
directly for recommendations and 
samples. Matching existing and/or local 

architecture is particularly important 
for home renovations or extensions, or 
new builds in conservation areas. It’s 
something many planning departments 
have strong views on! 

On some occasions, conservation 
officers may reµuest reclaimed bricks, 
but these are expensive and can be 
difficult to source in the µuantities 
needed. The quality too can be 
unreliable – with damage and wastage 
more likely in storage or transport. 
There are now new handmade bricks on 
the market that can replicate the look 
of reclaims. 

Handmade bricks will always trump 
machine-made bricks in terms of 
character and charm. Each one is unique, 
with natural texture and imperfections 
that help even new builds blend in with 
surrounding buildings. 

Jason Hughes of Imperial Bricks explains how variations in brick colour, 
texture, size, and laying pattern all have a direct affect on the kerb appeal
of your pro�ect, which impacts its future Ûalue

Don’t kerb your 
enthusiasm for brick
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Choosing the right cladding material 
is one of the most important 
decisions any self-builder will 

make – whether that’s constructing a 
house from the ground up, renovating an 
existing property or adding an extension 
to expand living space. Long-lasting, 
durable, and versatile for both period 
or contemporary builds, brick is one of 
the most popular options for developers 
and home renovators. Brick is perfect 
for the UK’s climate, resisting both high 
and low temperatures without damage. 
And it works well with other methods 
of construction too, such as thin ‘slips’ 
applied using external cladding systems. 
But the main draw for most is the kerb 
appeal that using brick adds to the 
finished pro�ect. 

Ƃs the facade is one of the first 
things anyone will see of your build, it’s 

important to research what’s available 
– and appropriate. Bricks are usually 
around 6% of the total build cost (and 
many self-builders will spend more on 
their kitchen), but it’s worth allowing a 
little extra budget to get the highest 
µuality finish, which will undoubtedly 
increase a property’s value. 

LOCAL COLOUR
Start with the basics and research 
the right type and colour for the 
geographical area, period, and style 
of building. Brick colours, sizes and 
styles vary enormously across the UK, 
but your architect, contractor or local 
builders’ merchant should be able 
to advise on local requirements, or 
you can ask a specialist brick supplier 
directly for recommendations and 
samples. Matching existing and/or local 

architecture is particularly important 
for home renovations or extensions, or 
new builds in conservation areas. It’s 
something many planning departments 
have strong views on! 

On some occasions, conservation 
officers may reµuest reclaimed bricks, 
but these are expensive and can be 
difficult to source in the µuantities 
needed. The quality too can be 
unreliable – with damage and wastage 
more likely in storage or transport. 
There are now new handmade bricks on 
the market that can replicate the look 
of reclaims. 

Handmade bricks will always trump 
machine-made bricks in terms of 
character and charm. Each one is unique, 
with natural texture and imperfections 
that help even new builds blend in with 
surrounding buildings. 

Jason Hughes of Imperial Bricks explains how variations in brick colour, 
texture, size, and laying pattern all have a direct affect on the kerb appeal
of your pro�ect, which impacts its future Ûalue

Don’t kerb your 
enthusiasm for brick
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SIZE & SHADE
The diversity in brick colours around the 
UK is down to the local clay. Even within 
a small area, the shades can change 
significantly. �or eÝample, London is 
known for its Yellow Stock bricks, but 
red bricks are also common in parts of 
the capital. Buff shades are popular in 
Cambridge, while in the north, rustic 
reds and oranges – and even blues – are 
traditionally found. 

Pollution (centuries of smog in 
London!), weathering, and the different 
firing and finishing techniµues haÛe a 
significant effect on the colouring of 
a brick. Blackened and authentically 
coal-spotted bricks can be added to a 
pallet of bricks to create an authentic 
‘reclaimed’ look once they are laid. 
Replicating traditional clamp firing, which 
was used in Yorkshire and the north, 
creates mixed hues of brown, red, purple 
and yellow, where the bricks are stacked 
on top of each other. 

Before 1965 all bricks were ‘imperial’ 
sized, so if you’re repairing or extending 
a period property the bricks should 
be matched appropriately. But note 
that imperial sizes differ depending 
on the region, with bricks in the north 
traditionally larger (3 inches high) than 
those in the south (2 5/8ths inches 
high). If you’re working on a new build, 

then a range of handmade bricks are 
also aÛailable in metric sizes, to fit with 
modern lintels and blocks. These can 
be aged and weathered (even ‘tumbled’ 
to soften the edges for a reclaimed 
appearance) to suit. 

Brick slips for cladding are a further 
option, to ‘reskin’ a property, covering 
up inappropriate brickwork or unsightly 
rendering, or match existing brickwork 
on neighbouring buildings. Slip systems 
can also be used with timber framing for 
fast-track construction. 

�inally, the pattern in which your bricks 
are laid (the ‘brick bond’) can have a 
ma�or impact. The �lemish bond, for 
example uses alternative stretchers 

and headers (the long and short sides 
of the brick) in each layer (or ‘course’), 
while the English bond features a row of 
stretchers and then a row of headers. And 
brick ‘banding’ can introduce another 
brick colour to wrap or band around a 
property, adding visual interest. 

ETHICAL TRADING & ACCREDITATIONS
Whatever bricks you choose, and 
whether they½Ûe been specified by an 
architect, recommended by a builder or 
builders’ merchant, or you’re sourcing 
directly from the manufacturer, it’s worth 
checking their ethical trading policies, as 
well as quality accreditations. And also 
check that the bricks you specify are the 
ones you actually get! 

All new bricks used in the UK should 
be UKCA/CE marked, and tested to 
meet EU and UK standards for freeze-
thaw, water absorption, compressive 
strength, soluble salt content, and 
tolerance. Ideally manufacturers and/or 
suppliers should be Sedex-audited – the 
benchmark for ethical trading used by 
companies like Dyson and M&S – and 
their factories accredited to ISO 14001 
(for Environmental Management) and ISO 
9001 (for Quality Management).

Jason Hughes is managing director of 
Imperial Bricks

Handmade 
bricks will 
always trump 
machine-made 
bricks in terms 
of character 
and charm
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SIZE & SHADE
The diversity in brick colours around the 
UK is down to the local clay. Even within 
a small area, the shades can change 
significantly. �or eÝample, London is 
known for its Yellow Stock bricks, but 
red bricks are also common in parts of 
the capital. Buff shades are popular in 
Cambridge, while in the north, rustic 
reds and oranges – and even blues – are 
traditionally found. 

Pollution (centuries of smog in 
London!), weathering, and the different 
firing and finishing techniµues haÛe a 
significant effect on the colouring of 
a brick. Blackened and authentically 
coal-spotted bricks can be added to a 
pallet of bricks to create an authentic 
‘reclaimed’ look once they are laid. 
Replicating traditional clamp firing, which 
was used in Yorkshire and the north, 
creates mixed hues of brown, red, purple 
and yellow, where the bricks are stacked 
on top of each other. 

Before 1965 all bricks were ‘imperial’ 
sized, so if you’re repairing or extending 
a period property the bricks should 
be matched appropriately. But note 
that imperial sizes differ depending 
on the region, with bricks in the north 
traditionally larger (3 inches high) than 
those in the south (2 5/8ths inches 
high). If you’re working on a new build, 

then a range of handmade bricks are 
also aÛailable in metric sizes, to fit with 
modern lintels and blocks. These can 
be aged and weathered (even ‘tumbled’ 
to soften the edges for a reclaimed 
appearance) to suit. 

Brick slips for cladding are a further 
option, to ‘reskin’ a property, covering 
up inappropriate brickwork or unsightly 
rendering, or match existing brickwork 
on neighbouring buildings. Slip systems 
can also be used with timber framing for 
fast-track construction. 

�inally, the pattern in which your bricks 
are laid (the ‘brick bond’) can have a 
ma�or impact. The �lemish bond, for 
example uses alternative stretchers 

and headers (the long and short sides 
of the brick) in each layer (or ‘course’), 
while the English bond features a row of 
stretchers and then a row of headers. And 
brick ‘banding’ can introduce another 
brick colour to wrap or band around a 
property, adding visual interest. 

ETHICAL TRADING & ACCREDITATIONS
Whatever bricks you choose, and 
whether they½Ûe been specified by an 
architect, recommended by a builder or 
builders’ merchant, or you’re sourcing 
directly from the manufacturer, it’s worth 
checking their ethical trading policies, as 
well as quality accreditations. And also 
check that the bricks you specify are the 
ones you actually get! 

All new bricks used in the UK should 
be UKCA/CE marked, and tested to 
meet EU and UK standards for freeze-
thaw, water absorption, compressive 
strength, soluble salt content, and 
tolerance. Ideally manufacturers and/or 
suppliers should be Sedex-audited – the 
benchmark for ethical trading used by 
companies like Dyson and M&S – and 
their factories accredited to ISO 14001 
(for Environmental Management) and ISO 
9001 (for Quality Management).

Jason Hughes is managing director of 
Imperial Bricks

Handmade 
bricks will 
always trump 
machine-made 
bricks in terms 
of character 
and charm
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Princes LHS Ltd are a Tesla Powerwall Certi� ed 
Installer based in Shropshire who can offer a 

customised solar-plus-battery solution enabling you 
to access the free, abundant power of the sun and 
reduce your reliance on fossil fuels. With Powerwall 

you can store solar energy generated during the 
day for use any time. The Powerwall has a whole 
home back up facility to protect your home from 
grid outages and can also be charged from the 
grid to take advantage of cheaper smart tariffs.

www.tesla-powerwall.co.uk

Tesla Powerwall 2 
from Princes LHS Ltd

Call us on 01691 624336 for installation 
advice or to request a survey.
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Heat pumps work best when 
they are running at a constant 
temperature. A stove can 

complement a heat pump in cold 
weather by quickly boosting heat. 
Wood burning stoves can also provide 
comfortable heating for the whole house 
in autumn, and spring when it is not cold 
enough to turn on the central heating.

Heat security has also become an 
important consideration in severe 
winters. As a stove is independent of the 

electricity supply, it can keep the house 
warm when the electricity is off. Stoves 
are regarded as secondary heating 
and as such are not included in the 
government’s heating strategy.

Top on the list of reasons why people 
choose a wood burning stove is the 
visible warmth and comfort it creates. 
For many the stove is the focus of the 
room, with chairs and sofas arranged 
around it. Stove owners often talk about 
just how much they love the feel of 

the heat that comes from their stove. 
Another important reason, however, is 
financial. With the cost-of-liÛing crisis and 
high energy prices being experienced, 
homeowners are also choosing wood 
burning as a cheaper alternative.

When choosing to have a wood 
burning stove, it is important to 
remember that a stove requires a 
chimneyÉyue to transport the ¼products 
of combustion’ to the atmosphere. At the 
design stage, the route of the chimney/

Dennis �illigan of the B�C�Ƃ eÝplores the efficiency benefits of wood-
burning stoves, how they work with heat pumps, and installation essentials

The warm feeling of 
cost�efficienc[
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Heat pumps work best when 
they are running at a constant 
temperature. A stove can 

complement a heat pump in cold 
weather by quickly boosting heat. 
Wood burning stoves can also provide 
comfortable heating for the whole house 
in autumn, and spring when it is not cold 
enough to turn on the central heating.

Heat security has also become an 
important consideration in severe 
winters. As a stove is independent of the 

electricity supply, it can keep the house 
warm when the electricity is off. Stoves 
are regarded as secondary heating 
and as such are not included in the 
government’s heating strategy.

Top on the list of reasons why people 
choose a wood burning stove is the 
visible warmth and comfort it creates. 
For many the stove is the focus of the 
room, with chairs and sofas arranged 
around it. Stove owners often talk about 
just how much they love the feel of 

the heat that comes from their stove. 
Another important reason, however, is 
financial. With the cost-of-liÛing crisis and 
high energy prices being experienced, 
homeowners are also choosing wood 
burning as a cheaper alternative.

When choosing to have a wood 
burning stove, it is important to 
remember that a stove requires a 
chimneyÉyue to transport the ¼products 
of combustion’ to the atmosphere. At the 
design stage, the route of the chimney/

Dennis �illigan of the B�C�Ƃ eÝplores the efficiency benefits of wood-
burning stoves, how they work with heat pumps, and installation essentials

The warm feeling of 
cost�efficienc[

Fires _ Fireplaces_BFCMA.indd   1 19/01/2024   13:06

HEATING, VENTILATION & SERVICES

jan/feb 2024  www.sbhonline.co.uk 45

SBH_0102_2024 35-50.indd   45 22/01/2024   11:46



yue within the dwelling might not appear 
as one of the key considerations, but 
it is important to plan how the chimney/
yue will be incorporated in the house 
at this stage. The yue gases reµuire 
a clear path to the top of the yue. Ƃ 
straight chimneyÉyue is always the best 
solution but where this is not possible, 
due to the construction of the dwelling, 
the number of bends should be kept 
to a minimum and not exceed more than 
four. The angle of the bends should be 
no greater than 45° from the vertical.

­The words chimney and yue are often 
used interchangeably. It is the inner 
tube that transports the yue gases. This 
is the yue. The chimney is the combined 
inner tube and the outer casing. A 

clear example is a brick chimney with a 
stainless steel liner).

�eeping the temperature of the yue 
gases above the dew point is really 
important to allow the yue gases to freely 
escape to the atmosphere. Clay, concrete 
and pumice liners require insulation 
to be prepared and added onsite. 
Stainless steel system yues are supplied 
with effective insulation. Double wall 
pumice chimney systems have an air gap 
between the walls of the inner and outer 
blocks. This air gap combined with the 
natural insulating properties of pumice 
provides effective insulation along the 
length of the chimney.

�nstalling a stoÛe and yue is not a 
DIY job. It should only be undertaken 
by a competent person, and the work 
must be approved by Building Control. 
England and Wales operate competent 
schemes which allow the registered 
installer to self-certify the installation. 
HETAS and OFTEC are two of the main 
companies running such schemes. 
Scotland and N. Ireland need to have 
competent person schemes and Building 
Control must inspect the installation. 

Once installed, it is important to 
regularly sweep the yue. The freµuency 
of sweeping depends on the usage of 
the appliance. However, as a minimum 
the chimney should be swept at the 
start of the heating season. A build up 
in soot can impede the yow of the yue 
gases and increase the risk of a chimney 
fire. Remember that it is necessary to fit 
a carbon monoxide detector in the room 
where the stove is installed.

Burning dry wood not only gives more 
heat into the room, it also reduces soot 
deposits in the yue and the amount of 
particle emissions ­P�®. The Ready to 
Burn logo guarantees that the wood is 
dry enough to burn.

Concerns have been raised about 
particulate emissions (PM) from wood 
burning. The Environment Act sets out 
the emission limits that wood burning 
stoves must comply with. Many stoves 
already produce lower particulate levels 
than the Defra limits and that is where 
the independently Ûerified scheme, 
Clear Skies, can be of assistance when 
purchasing a stove. The Clear Skies 
scheme identifies stoÛes that not only 
meet the emission limits required by 
Defra but also stoves that produce 
fewer emissions.

Wood burning is a low carbon form 
of heating. Logs are generally the off 
cuts that come from pruning trees. 
Woodlands need to be managed to stay 
healthy and part of that management is 
pruning. Interestingly, burning wood in 
a modern stove can produce less 
carbon than if it were left to decay on 
the woodland yoor.

The BFCMA is the UK’s only Trade 
Association representing the chimney 
and yue industry and works closely 
with the Government, public bodies 
and other organisations to further the 
interest of the industry.

Dennis Milligan is president of 
the BFCMA

Interestingly, burning wood in a modern stove can 
produce less carbon than if it were left to decay on 
the woodland �oor.
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The artistry of modern wood 
burning stoves 

DRU UK general manager Niall 
Deiraniya heralds their latest 
generation of designer stoves.

Ever since wood burning stoves 
became an essential part of the 
home heating mix, designers and 
manufacturers have strived to produce 
models that will appeal to aspirational 
homeowners.

Dik Geurts, our primary wood 
burning brand, has been an innovator 
since the 1980s, developing stoves 
and fi res that can capture the attention 
of discerning customers in busy 
fi replace showrooms.

In 2008, Dik Geurts introduced the 
Aruba, a spectacular elliptical stove 
that featured prominently in the BBC 
drama series Hustle. This has now 
been superseded by the Oval, which 
is aÛailable in freestanding, fi Ýed 
and suspended versions with greatly 
improÛed performance and effi ciency. 
Its sales this year have surpassed 
all expectations.

Odin, the circular equivalent of Oval, 
has proved equally popular, especially 
the Plateau model, which sits on a 
beautifully crafted log storage plinth for 
added visual appeal and practicality. 
Both Odin and Oval are available in 
single-sided or tunnel versions. This 
means you can locate them in a central 
position in the living space and enjoy 
them from anywhere in the room.

Two and three-sided designer 
stoves are always in great demand, 
with panoramic fi re Ûiews that bathe 
the home in a warm glow. These 
come in the shapes of the Dik Geurts 
Bora Corner and Vidar Triple. Both 
models offer multiple variations in 
size and confi guration with ample log 
storage opportunities.

The past couple of years has seen 
a huge upsurge in sales of designer 
wood burning models, as consumers 
become more adventurous in their 
choice of home heating appliances. 
Contemporary wood stoves, with their 
ergonomic designs, high effi ciency and 
low emissions, will remain a mainstay 
of home heating for many years to 
come. We expect even more exciting 
developments in these products in 
the future.

info"FrWfi re�co�WM
YYY�FrWfi re�com

Dik Geurts Oval Legs freestanding wood stove

Dik Geurts Bora Corner Cubes 2-sided 
wood stove

Dik Geurts Odin Plateau suspended 
wood stove
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yue within the dwelling might not appear 
as one of the key considerations, but 
it is important to plan how the chimney/
yue will be incorporated in the house 
at this stage. The yue gases reµuire 
a clear path to the top of the yue. Ƃ 
straight chimneyÉyue is always the best 
solution but where this is not possible, 
due to the construction of the dwelling, 
the number of bends should be kept 
to a minimum and not exceed more than 
four. The angle of the bends should be 
no greater than 45° from the vertical.

­The words chimney and yue are often 
used interchangeably. It is the inner 
tube that transports the yue gases. This 
is the yue. The chimney is the combined 
inner tube and the outer casing. A 

clear example is a brick chimney with a 
stainless steel liner).

�eeping the temperature of the yue 
gases above the dew point is really 
important to allow the yue gases to freely 
escape to the atmosphere. Clay, concrete 
and pumice liners require insulation 
to be prepared and added onsite. 
Stainless steel system yues are supplied 
with effective insulation. Double wall 
pumice chimney systems have an air gap 
between the walls of the inner and outer 
blocks. This air gap combined with the 
natural insulating properties of pumice 
provides effective insulation along the 
length of the chimney.

�nstalling a stoÛe and yue is not a 
DIY job. It should only be undertaken 
by a competent person, and the work 
must be approved by Building Control. 
England and Wales operate competent 
schemes which allow the registered 
installer to self-certify the installation. 
HETAS and OFTEC are two of the main 
companies running such schemes. 
Scotland and N. Ireland need to have 
competent person schemes and Building 
Control must inspect the installation. 

Once installed, it is important to 
regularly sweep the yue. The freµuency 
of sweeping depends on the usage of 
the appliance. However, as a minimum 
the chimney should be swept at the 
start of the heating season. A build up 
in soot can impede the yow of the yue 
gases and increase the risk of a chimney 
fire. Remember that it is necessary to fit 
a carbon monoxide detector in the room 
where the stove is installed.

Burning dry wood not only gives more 
heat into the room, it also reduces soot 
deposits in the yue and the amount of 
particle emissions ­P�®. The Ready to 
Burn logo guarantees that the wood is 
dry enough to burn.

Concerns have been raised about 
particulate emissions (PM) from wood 
burning. The Environment Act sets out 
the emission limits that wood burning 
stoves must comply with. Many stoves 
already produce lower particulate levels 
than the Defra limits and that is where 
the independently Ûerified scheme, 
Clear Skies, can be of assistance when 
purchasing a stove. The Clear Skies 
scheme identifies stoÛes that not only 
meet the emission limits required by 
Defra but also stoves that produce 
fewer emissions.

Wood burning is a low carbon form 
of heating. Logs are generally the off 
cuts that come from pruning trees. 
Woodlands need to be managed to stay 
healthy and part of that management is 
pruning. Interestingly, burning wood in 
a modern stove can produce less 
carbon than if it were left to decay on 
the woodland yoor.

The BFCMA is the UK’s only Trade 
Association representing the chimney 
and yue industry and works closely 
with the Government, public bodies 
and other organisations to further the 
interest of the industry.

Dennis Milligan is president of 
the BFCMA

Interestingly, burning wood in a modern stove can 
produce less carbon than if it were left to decay on 
the woodland �oor.
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Former city dweller Alan Gore and his wife, 
Alison Taylor, embarked on a journey back 
to their coastal roots when they discovered 

an enchanting property during a stroll through a 
Saturday market in Bridport, Dorset. The home, 
displayed in an estate agent’s window, boasted 
an expansive plot of land adorned with some 
breathtaking views that immediately captured 
the couple’s hearts. “My wife said ‘we’ve got to 
have that,’” Alan exclaims.

‘That’ turned out to be home to a dilapidated 
three-bedroom house albeit sitting on an 
impressive plot of almost two acres looking 
across Charmouth Beach in West Dorset and 
Lyme Regis. The plot came with stunning views 
over the UNESCO Jurassic Coast World Heritage 
Site and designated Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty with a picturesque coast path only a few 
strides away.  

The 96-mile-long Jurassic coast runs across 
Devon and Dorset and is named for the fossils 
found in the cliffs which date back to the Jurassic 
period (around 200 million years ago).

The spot of land they had chosen spans 185 
million years of geological history. Coastal 
erosion – which has caused the moving of the 
coast path in from the sea front – has exposed 
rock formations as old as the dinosaurs. So it 
is no surprise that the geology of the plot was 
more than challenging. The cliff erosion is well-

known to locals, with the coastal path having to 
be moved back. 

Before they made the purchase, the couple’s 
first step was to order a ground surÛey which 
reassured them that the land wouldn’t be 
falling into the sea for another millennium. Alan 
explains: “It was a very long process that lasted 
about nine years.” Despite this lengthy process, 
Alan claims that it has been worth it!”

The home sits between two fields from 
the sea edge. The original design was for an 
‘upside-down’ house where the open plan living 
space was on the top yoor and the bedrooms 
below, but the siting of the land in an Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty created limitations 
on the height of the house. Instead, the house 
now has been built as a single storey. 

The new home follows the contours of the 
hillside and houses three bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, a study and a living/kitchen/dining 
area where the couple spend much of their time. 

“We always liked the idea of building our own 
home because I think the homes you buy don’t 
ever tick all the boxes about what you want in 
your living space,” says Alan. “It’s always been 
a fantasy.” 

One prominent challenge of the local geology 
was that it made the land very unstable for 
traditional building methods. The solution was to 
design the house as a ¼yoating house.½ There are 

FAVOURITE 
FEATURE

“The whole house. The 
kitchen and the cooking 
aren’t tucked away in one 
part of the house.”
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BIGGEST 
CHALLENGE

“Kevin McCloud is 
absolutely right: building 
your own home is always 
going to cost twice 
as much.”

around 30 six-metre piles sunk into the ground 
of green sand and clay, with a concrete slab laid 
on top.

KITCHEN
Alan is a serious foodie, and has substituted the 
lack of restaurants in this very rural area with a 
stunning kitchen set around a restaurant-grade 
stove. “I love my food and I love cooking, and 
the kitchen will allow me to become a much 
better cook,” he explains. “I wanted a kitchen 
that enables me to do that but I didn’t want to 
be relegated to a room in the house away from 
where people were.” 

He adds that many of the homes they have 
lived in were traditional terrace styles, with small 
kitchens tucked away and isolated. Their new 
home has a cooking eating and living space 
which is the hub of the home, happily sacrificing 
space in the bedrooms. 

The couple, who are now in their seventies, 
also needed to think about their future needs. 
“We had to think about access and a lot of the 
house has been designed with that in mind.” 
However, the only brief they gave to the 
architects was to maximise the living area.

“The architects have been brilliant,” says 
Alan. “I can’t overstate how happy we are with 
what they came up with.” The “incredibly clever 
design” maximises all the spaces within the 
building, while carefully positioned skylights 
yood the interior with natural light. º�t is �ust a 
very impressive layout.”

Set on a sloping plot, the project (which they 
have named Modern Barn) is a cluster of three 
pitched volumes on a foundation plinth made 
from local Blue Lias stone. It is wrapped in larch 
timber and arranged along the site to minimise 
its profile and maÝimise space. 

The spaces are linked together in a linear 
formation, connected via a central, stepped 
north/south axial corridor, producing views 
outward to the landscape at key moments. 

The naturally greying timber cladding wraps 
over the roof, concealing the gutters for a sharp 
outline, while the larch batons create a similarly 
crisp and linear facade. The marine-grade glass 
and metal railings protect it from the elements of 
living by the coast.

Architect Phil Coffey explains some of the 
detailed elements of the build. The final design 
sits within the landscape to not detract from 
the surroundings. “Excavation was minimal to 
not disrupt the earth below.” The house was 
also designed for minimum visual impact from 
the town and coast and to ensure the new 
home retained the scale and character of the 
existing building. 

The clever arrangement of the louvres on 
both ends of the home creates a textured 
facade. Inside, the overlapping of the timber 
cladding with the primary glazed walls 
establishes a playful threshold that generates 
captivating shadows.

“The focus of the home is on sea, sunlight 
and warmth of materiality: this is a rich internal 
landscape in which to live,” explains Phil.

The interior of the house is linked to the 
exterior by the use of similar materials. The 
house’s oak panelling holds the warmth of the 
coastal light and provides a gallery wall space 
for the owners’ vibrant print collection. 

The interior is also a work of art, says Alan. 
The high ceilings and walls combine light oak 
veneer, plaster and neutral paint colours.

The modern high-spec kitchen looks like a 
showpiece that has never been used – but this 
couldn’t be further from the truth, says Alan, 
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who proudly explains that his latest kitchen 
acquisition is a water bath. The bath and all the 
clutter of Alan’s cooking gadgets and utensils 
are stored away in the nearby utility room. This 
helps solve one of the major issues of combining 
a kitchen with open-plan living.

He was very particular about the design of 
the kitchen, and admits he spent a lot of time 
searching for designs on the internet. In the end, 
the handles in the kitchen units were bought on 
Etsy and imported from Ukraine, just before the 
Russian invasion.

All the rooms are built up into the eaves 
leaving huge walls that allow Alan to show 
off his love of art with lots of colourful prints. 
Some of these modern contemporary British 
artworks include prints by Terry Frost and Victor 
Passmore. The couple also introduced colour 
through furniture and accessories – including 
scarlet sofas and teal dining chairs that match 
the colour of the units in the kitchen feature.

They also invested in a rug by Sonia Winner 
who makes brightly coloured, abstract textiles. 

More items include the unexpected addition of 
Allison’s collection of elephant sculptures.

The porcelain yoor tiles that run throughout 
the house continue outside onto the terracing 
giving an indoor-outdoor living style, which is 
so much a part of living by the coast. Furthering 
the idea of indoor/outdoor living, large terraces 
line the east and south of the house.

Alan has also taken advantage of the 
possibilities of outdoor cooking. Outside the 
kitchen, a wide, walled-in area is dedicated to 
Alan’s passion – hosting a good barbecue. A 
window has been strategically placed to serve 
guests with ease. Facing the sea, a similar stone 
terrace spans the width of the house, perfect for 
watching the sunset after the feast. 

These terraces sit within a curated garden, 
inspired by a masterplan created by Harris 
Bugg Studio. Alan is also particularly proud of 
his kitchen garden – when the rabbits haven’t 
emptied it of produces, it’s put to good use in 
his dishes.

To complete the look, the garden is home to 

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

ARCHITECTS
Coffey Architects
coffeyarchitects.com

EXTERNAL TIMBER & ROOF 
CLADDING
Russwood Timber Specialists
russwood.co.uk

EXTERNAL & INTERNAL 
STONE
Hadspen Quarry, Somerset 
hadspenquarry.co.uk

DOORS AND WINDOWS
NorDan
nordan.co.uk
Aspect
aspect-windows.com

CERAMIC TILES
Domus
domusgroup.com

ROOF CLADDING FIXING 
POINT SYSTEM
Nicholson Rootrak IFP 200
www.nicholsonsts.com

POCKET DOORS
Portman
portman-pocketdoors.co.uk

ROOFLIGHTS
Roofglaze
roofglaze.co.uk
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a yurt where Alan and Allison, or their family 
guests, can sleep under the stars. The structure 
is made up of bamboo slats, mirroring the larch 
batons that make up the linear composition of 
the main house. Internally, upholstery in reds and 
yellows brings warmth to this great outbuilding. 
This is home glamping at its best.

But of all the possible favourite features, 
Alan’s is a surprising one, which was born from a 
contentious planning issue. A set of more than 
three stairs in a home requires a bannister. 
The eventual feature chosen was a ‘pig’s ear’ 
handrail almost hidden into the wall and 
barely mars the clean lines. “Health and 
safety requires that any more than three stairs 
require a handrail,” says Alan. “But these are 
almost invisible.”

“We often just sit on the terrace looking 

out onto the view. You can see Lyme Regis 
on the next headland along, and see right 
the way round in the other direction. It’s also 
unbelievably green. 

“On a sunny day, the colours are 
Mediterranean. The sea sparkles and there’s 
a little stream that runs beyond the terrace 
that the ducks come and take a bath in.”  

Modern Barn was designed with passive 
design principles to embrace the sun where 
it is useful, and protect from it when not. It 
incorporates south-facing glazing for warmth 
with solar shading in the summer, with solar 
panels sited away from the house producing 
up to a third of their electricity. Alan sums  up: 
“It’s exquisite. We made a few mistakes; most of 
which we have resolved. But overall, I feel like I 
have died and gone to heaven!”

The spaces are linked together in a 
linear formation, connected via a central 
stepped north/south axial corridor
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batons that make up the linear composition of 
the main house. Internally, upholstery in reds and 
yellows brings warmth to this great outbuilding. 
This is home glamping at its best.

But of all the possible favourite features, 
Alan’s is a surprising one, which was born from a 
contentious planning issue. A set of more than 
three stairs in a home requires a bannister. 
The eventual feature chosen was a ‘pig’s ear’ 
handrail almost hidden into the wall and 
barely mars the clean lines. “Health and 
safety requires that any more than three stairs 
require a handrail,” says Alan. “But these are 
almost invisible.”

“We often just sit on the terrace looking 

out onto the view. You can see Lyme Regis 
on the next headland along, and see right 
the way round in the other direction. It’s also 
unbelievably green. 

“On a sunny day, the colours are 
Mediterranean. The sea sparkles and there’s 
a little stream that runs beyond the terrace 
that the ducks come and take a bath in.”  

Modern Barn was designed with passive 
design principles to embrace the sun where 
it is useful, and protect from it when not. It 
incorporates south-facing glazing for warmth 
with solar shading in the summer, with solar 
panels sited away from the house producing 
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Timber frame constructions are 
growing in popularity in the UK 
and now account for around 25% 

of new house builds. This route can offer 
several advantages over brick-and-mortar 
approaches, including faster and more 
reliable construction programmes, so 
it’s unsurprising that many self-builders 
across the country are now considering 
it for their projects. When adopting a 
timber frame approach, it is important to 
carefully consider the choice of insulation 
as this can have a notable impact on the 

yoor space within your finished home, 
and how energy efficient it is.  

FABRIC FIRST
There are lots of costs to balance when 
building your own home. However, 
the insulation is one aspect that you 
need to get right from the start as 
retrofitting insulation later can be both 
expensive and disruptive. By ensuring 
your home is well insulated, you can 
avoid these headaches while helping 
to ensure your home effectively retains 

heat – consequently minimising energy 
bills. A well-insulated building fabric 
is also essential if you are considering 
using a heat pump, as this technology 
performs most effectiÛely at lower yow 
temperatures than a conventional gas 
boiler system. 

The key measure of how well insulated 
the walls, roof and yoor of your home 
are is their U-value. This value represents 
how well the complete construction 
resists heat loss. In the case of a timber 
frame wall, for example, this will factor 

Matthew Evans of Kingspan Insulation discusses how to ensure your timber 
frame home is well insulated so you don½t lose energy efficiency benefits

(WtWreproofinI timDer 
frame Jomes
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Hormänn UK have announced an exciting addition to their market leading range of sectional garage 
doors, the Ƃ,T {Ó 6itraplan which offers an eye-catching blend of transparency and refl ection. 
�eaturing surface-mounted, fl ush-fi tting grey glaâing panels the door provides the perfect design 
choice for exclusive, modern residential architecture. The Ƃ,T {Ó 6itraplan has been developed for 
the domestic market from a similar Hörmann industrial door which is widely used in high-end car 
showrooms. It is an elegant aluminium frame sectional door with concealed frame profi les in ,Ƃ� 
�ääx �et blac�. The large surface-mounted, fl ush-fi tting grey glaâing panels provide maximum light 
creating a modern, showroom style garage door combined with all of the market leading features 
and benefi ts of a traditional ��rmann sectional door. The glaâing panels feature the uniµue ��rmann 
�1,ƂT

 scratch-resistant fi nish. �1,ƂT

 is an innovative surface coating, which protects the 
glaâing panes from scratches and damage caused by cleaning and environmental conditions over 
the long-term, helping to guarantee a permanently fl awless appearance. Ƃvailable in widths up to 
4,000 mm, ART42 Vitraplan doors are supplied with a Hörmann SupraMatic operator which provides 
µuic� and easy access via a hand-held transmitter or mobile phone using the ��rmann 	i-ecur app 
or -mart �ome system.

01530 516868   www.hoermann.de

The Art of Perfect Transparency from Hörmann UK
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Stelrad Radiators is going green with 
another UK powerhouse Tata Steel to 
exclusively offer the fi rst �ä¯ green steel 
radiator range. Tata Steel is supplying UK 
made �ä¯ 
arbon �ite steel to -telrad 
within the radiator market, so that Stelrad 
customers can choose a �reen 
ompact 
radiator range that contributes directly to 
a reduction in atmospheric 
"2 today and 
accelerates decarbonisation in the future. 
The steel comes with a certifi cate from � 6 
q �et  ors�e 6eritas to prove the steel has 

�ä¯ lower embodied 
"2 emissions. The process for producing the steel 
is called "ptemis 
arbon �ite. The new -telrad �reen -eries comprises of 
Èä horiâontal models from our �reen 
ompact range.

0800 876 6813   www.stelrad.com

5telrad launEhes fi rst nIreen steelo radiator
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IronmongeryDirect has expanded its huge 
product range with the introduction of over 
1,100 electrical products. Many leading 
brands in sockets and switches, lighting, 
heating, and ventilation are now available, to 
complement the company’s existing portfolio 
and meet even more of its customers’ needs. 
The new electrical range includes decorative 
sockets and switches from brands such as 
Knightsbridge and Eurolite, in a wide range of 
fi nishes that can be beautifully coordinated with 
IronmongeryDirect’s wide selection of door and 

cabinet hardware. This includes the Knightsbridge 13A 2 Gang Screwless Flat 
Plate DP Switched Socket in matt black with black insert – a top-rated product 
for those looking for a great looking socket, at a good price.

03003 038 821   www.IronmongeryDirect.co.uk

IronmongeryDirect’s new electrical range
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Timber frame constructions are 
growing in popularity in the UK 
and now account for around 25% 

of new house builds. This route can offer 
several advantages over brick-and-mortar 
approaches, including faster and more 
reliable construction programmes, so 
it’s unsurprising that many self-builders 
across the country are now considering 
it for their projects. When adopting a 
timber frame approach, it is important to 
carefully consider the choice of insulation 
as this can have a notable impact on the 

yoor space within your finished home, 
and how energy efficient it is.  

FABRIC FIRST
There are lots of costs to balance when 
building your own home. However, 
the insulation is one aspect that you 
need to get right from the start as 
retrofitting insulation later can be both 
expensive and disruptive. By ensuring 
your home is well insulated, you can 
avoid these headaches while helping 
to ensure your home effectively retains 

heat – consequently minimising energy 
bills. A well-insulated building fabric 
is also essential if you are considering 
using a heat pump, as this technology 
performs most effectiÛely at lower yow 
temperatures than a conventional gas 
boiler system. 

The key measure of how well insulated 
the walls, roof and yoor of your home 
are is their U-value. This value represents 
how well the complete construction 
resists heat loss. In the case of a timber 
frame wall, for example, this will factor 

Matthew Evans of Kingspan Insulation discusses how to ensure your timber 
frame home is well insulated so you don½t lose energy efficiency benefits
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in elements such as the outer cladding, 
insulation, studwork and inner drylining. 
The lower the U-value, the more effective 
the construction should be at preventing 
heat loss.

A good starting point when setting a 
U-value for your project is the Notional 
Dwelling specification. This is an eÝample 
building performance ‘recipe’ used as 
part of the checks to ensure a home is 
compliant with the energy performance 
targets in the Building Regulations and 
Standards. An energy assessor applies 
the targets to a theoretical building of 
the same dimensions as your home. 
From this, the software generates the 
performance targets that the actual 
building is compared against. While 
these U-values aren’t compulsory, they 
provide a useful guide. 

As the Building Regulations and 
Standards are devolved, there are 
different U-values set for the external 
walls of new homes depending on where 
it is located. These are 0.18 W/m2K in 
England, 0.15 W/m2K in Scotland and 
0.13 W/m2K in Wales. Keep in mind that 

the lower the U-value of the walls is, the 
more well-insulated your home should 
be. As such, there’s no reason why a 
self-builder in England couldn’t look to 
meet the more ambitious values set by 
Scotland or Wales. 

CHOOSING INSULATION
When insulating a timber frame wall, 
the obvious place for the insulation to 
be fitted is within the caÛity between 
the studs. To comply with the updated 
Building Regulations and Standards, this 
caÛity may need to be fully filled with 
insulation. However, doing this alone 
may not be enough to ensure your home 
is properly insulated. This is because the 
wooden studs are much more conductive 
to heat than the insulation. If not 
addressed, they will act as a path for heat 
to escape – essentially bypassing the 
insulation. To prevent this, a further layer 
of insulation could either be fitted across 
the external face of the studs (sheathing 
them) or on the internal face (typically 
insulated plasterboard).

Alongside deciding which of these 

approaches to take, it is also important 
to consider the thermal conductivity 
(lambda value) of the insulation measure 
being installed. The lower this value is, 
the more effective the insulation is at 
preventing heat loss. In many cases, this 
may mean that a thinner thickness of 
insulation can be fitted, compared with 
worse performing alternatives, while still 
achieving the desired U-value. Phenolic 
insulation boards can achieve a thermal 
conductivity as low as 0.019 W/mK – this 
is significantly lower than some other 
commonly used insulation materials. 

As an example of how the choice of 
insulation can impact your project, we 
carried out a comparison of a typical 
timber frame construction shown below. 
In each case, we considered the use 
of different insulation products between 
the studs while identical phenolic 
insulated plasterboard is fitted internally. 
Both constructions are designed to 
achieve a U-value of 0.13 W/m2K in 
line with the Welsh Notional Dwelling 
specification. 

As you can see, by simply using the 
phenolic insulation between the studs 
in place of mineral fibre, it is possible to 
use slimmer 140 mm studs and reduce 
the overall construction depth by 55 mm. 
When every millimetre counts, this 
can help to make your internal living 
spaces feel more spacious without 
having to compromise on warmth or 
energy efficiency.

A MORE ENERGY-EFFICIENT HOME
Getting the fabric performance right 
from the start should be a top priority 
for any prospective self-builder. By using 
insulation materials with lower thermal 
conductivities, you can often achieve the 
desired level of insulation performance 
with a slimmer construction, maximising 
space within your home. 

Matthew Evans is head of technical 
GB at Kingspan Insulation

Phenolic insulation between studs Mineral wool insulation between studs
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- 20 mm cement render
- 100 mm blockwork (1.13 W/mK)
- 50 mm cavity 
- Foil faced breather membrane
- 18 mm OSB
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Riviera Home is growing its collection of handmade wool carpets for 2024 with three new styles 
inspired by the beauty and history of Italy, which use texture and yarn to create a unique sense of 
luxury. -iena is a fl at-weave textured carpet that uses £ää¯ undyed wool. To create the stunning 
texture, ,iviera �ome½s s�ilful master weavers intertwine contrasting undyed yarns. In three elegant 
colourways, every -iena carpet is a testament to the art of handcrafting and the natural beauty of 
undyed wool. -haring similar 7ilton textured weaves, �enoa and Turin show how wool yarns can be 
used to create captivating and luxurious contemporary designs. In �enoa, ,iviera �ome has used the 
richness and luxury of £ää¯  ew <ealand wool for a carpet of classic elegance. To create its stri�ing 
texture, ,iviera½s artisans weave an intricate textured diamond pattern in a choice of four colours. 
Turin uses the same £ää¯  ew <ealand wool, this time in a textured bas�etweave design. The yarn½s 
vibrancy of colour and the s�ills of ,iviera �ome½s weavers bring a luxurious texture that exudes 
sophistication, again in four neutral and timeless colours. 7ith the resilience and recovery of wool 
and the handmade µuality of ,iviera �ome, investing in -iena, �enoa and Turin will see homes en�oy 
an enduring, luxury carpet that is undeniably refi ned. The ,iviera �ome collection is widely available 
through its Ƃuthorised �ealership networ�.

01299 871446   rivierahomeuk.com

Riviera Home unveils Italian inspired wool carpets
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Industrial kitchens are often designed in dark 
tones; yet the new Urban Nude kitchen from 
Keller introduces light shades such as sea 
salt, pictured here, from the trendy greige 
palette. It also highlights the beauty and 
versatility of glass units. Various new wood 
decors in ash tones have been introduced 
and designers can select from unicolour or 
wood decor melamine; for a more luxurious 
look, a lacquer colour and/or a stained 
veneer can be specifi ed. The wine cooler 
is built into the back composite wall and is 

framed by sturdy fl uted glass cabinets with �
� lighting strips. The nude 
ºsea salt» and coffee oa� fronts are accompanied by tall fl uted glass units 
with matt black alu frame and knob.

www.kellerkitchens.com

Bare beauty with the new Urban Nude kitchen
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JB Kind Doors launch their new 2024 
Door Collection. 

�eaturing their exclusive new fl uted door 
range, the ARIA, which really celebrates 
contemporary style.

All the timeless classics are there, with 
some fresh designs too for those �een to 
�eep abreast of the latest trends. 

�	 �ind½s new �oor 
ollection 
brochure is sure to be a page-turner with style-conscious homeowners 
and self builders. 6iew the online interactive brochure now at 
www.�b�ind.comÉbrochure or reµuest a printed copy.

01283 554197   www.jbkind.com

New 2024 Door Collection from JB Kind
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It was December 2019 when London-based 
couple Francois Belot and Andrea Buscone 
bought a classic Regency terrace home in 

south London.
“We looked at a lot of townhouses, but many 

had already been extended and renovated. 
We found them to be cold, shiny and not very 
comfortable, with lots of low-quality materials,” 
says Andrea, who runs his own property and 
concierge business in central London.

“This house had been rented to students 
and was good value, but the trade-off was the 
renovation. We saw that as an opportunity,” 
adds Francois. “It meant we could choose 
finishes etc., and control the pro�ect, making 
it ours.”

The couple has some experience, having 
renoÛated a yat together in the past, but this 
pro�ect was much larger, incorporating significant 
structural changes. The main elements of the 

�rancois Belot and Ƃndrea Buscone found a shared �oy in their sensitiÛe 
renovation and extension of an elegant Regency townhouse in south London
TEXT ALEXANDRA PRATT IMAGES INNA KOSTUKOVSKY

REFRESHED REGENCY 
ELEGANCE

CASE STUDY
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pro�ect, in addition to a general refurbishment 
throughout, were a new extension on the 
ground yoor and the remoÛal of a wall upstairs 
to create a new bathroom. These developments 
also required a new heating system and waste 
disposal solutions.

Although the original kitchen was at the rear 
of the property overlooking the garden, there 
was an internal courtyard on one side and a 
small utility room pro�ecting onto the terrace. 
Francois and Andrea decided to replace these 
mismatched elements with one single, open-
plan space. This full-width extension includes an 
open-plan kitchen, sitting room and dining area, 
which naturally draws you through and out to the 
walled garden.

“We spent a lot of time thinking about what 
we wanted,” says Francois. “We know each 
other’s tastes, and we have very clear ideas 
on design.» Ƃfter their first architect, who 
was based in Andrea’s home country of Italy, 
could not commit to their pro�ect in the way 
they expected, Andrea and Francois turned to 

London practice Atelier Ochre.
“They really listened to us, understood our 

priorities and provided solutions,” says Francois. 
Atelier Ochre worked with the couple on the 
planning and building regulation permission, 
and there were additional constraints concerning 
the property’s position within a conservation 
area. “We spent a lot of time thinking about 
yow and materials and our architect was 
responsive to that,” says Francois. “Daryl was 
clever and innovative.”

Andrea and Francois’ brief was all about their 
desire to bring natural, soft light into the main 
areas of the house. They did this by introducing 
glazed, Crittal-style French doors and windows 
from the dining area into the garden. There are 
also two large steel framed skylights: one above 
the French doors and the second further away 
from the garden in the kitchen area. This 
lean-to skylight is above the original internal 
courtyard’s position, mirroring the historic roof 
pitch, and it now brings light into the heart of 
the ground yoor.

THREE TIPS
* “Don’t go crazy with a 
pro�ect like this, but don½t 
be scared, either.
* Choose the right 
builders and do your 
research.
* Attend as many of the 
meetings as possible.”

Regency Regeneration_Alex Pratt.indd   4 22/01/2024   11:26

“Another priority was sightlines,” says 
Francois. “I loved the idea of creating 
perspectives wherever possible. In fact, you 
can have a straight view from the entrance to 
the back of the house. �t contributes to the yow 
and makes the yoorplan instinctiÛe.» �e says it 
also echoes the ¼enfilade½ yoorplan of Parisian 
apartments, “where one room leads to another, 
without a corridor.”

Andrea and Francois’ brief also focused on 
natural materials and textured surfaces, including 
natural stone, marble, and timber, all of which 
reinforce the connection to the outdoors. 
Upstairs, they added a new, smaller, bathroom 
for guests on the top yoor. Ƃ room on the first 
yoor had been diÛided into two small bathrooms 
and Francois and Andrea re-instated that as one 
supremely elegant bathroom. 

It is now the ultimate in luxury bathing, with 
a reintroduced fireplace, herringbone marble 
yooring and a beautiful freestanding bath by 
Renaissance. The room boasts a large original 
period window, and en�oying a bath while 

looking at the trees and sky is one of Francois’ 
favourite things about the house.

“It’s rare to be able to look at the sky in 
London, and you can lie there and watch the sun 
coming up,” he says. “Removing the partition 
has meant we have a nicer, bigger room. It’s all 
about symmetry, and it was very satisfying to 
reinstate the original volumes.”

Working with their architect, the couple took 
on management of the pro�ect. Ƃndrea, who 
has some eÝperience in pro�ect management, 
put together a tender and they considered up 
to twelÛe building firms. �t was a Ûery detailed 
process and Andrea did a great deal of work to 
reconcile the varying quotes they received.

“It meant we were very prepared,” says 
Francois. “Andrea spent a lot of time researching 
the builders, including cold calling them to 
see if they picked up the phone. We also met 
ex-clients. It was a long and stressful process, 
but I can’t recommend what he’s done highly 
enough.» The building firm they chose was 
local, offering that all-important yeÝibility. The 

Regency Regeneration_Alex Pratt.indd   5 22/01/2024   11:26
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firm chosen ­Dermarta Construction® wasn½t the 
cheapest, but was the one in which they had the 
most confidence, which was rewarded.

ºƂndrea did �x¯ of the decision-making,» 
says �rancois, who works in banking and was 
unable to be onsite during the day. ºWe trust 
each other, and this creates saÛings and Ûalue 
in deliÛery, with no unnecessary delays or 
changes.» Ƃndrea, who has more yeÝibility as 
a business owner, oÛersaw day-to-day works on 
the property during the seÛen-month pro�ect, 
which was completed in ÓäÓÓ.

ºƂnd if the builders try to put up the costs 
in one place, then � say okay, so we will lose it 
elsewhere,» adds Ƃndrea. º�t sends a message.»

The construction of the eÝtension was 
masonry, with steel-framed glazing in black. 
ºWe neÛer considered using timber-frame,» says 
�rancois. 

The couple also had to naÛigate council 
constraints put on them in the conserÛation area 
they were building in. These included keeping 
one side of the eÝtension q where the utility 
room was originally placed q in traditional style, 
with a small window that matches the �rench 
doors stylistically.

The couple also discoÛered ways to be cost-
conscious on their interior finishes, without 
compromising µuality.

º�nterior designers are Ûery eÝpensiÛe,» says 
Ƃndrea. º�rancois and � haÛe the same tastes, so 
we were our own interior designers, and planned 
eÛerything in adÛance. We also negotiated a lot 
of discounts on interior materials by selecting 
fewer suppliers during CoÛid, when the cost of 

building materials rose by up to {ä¯.»
One key area where they found saÛings was 

the kitchen. Designed in a classic galley shape, it 
has a long island forming one side, behind which 
is an open walk-through below the skylight. The 
kitchen cabinetry in ¼charcoal½ they bought is 
from British firm �owdens. This is then enhanced 
with a high-µuality µuartzite countertop with 
waterfall sides, yuted stone tiles on the walls and 
an Ƃmerican walnut yoor.

º�t would haÛe been a messy gamble to ship 
eÛerything in from �taly,» says Ƃndrea, who 
Ûalued �owden½s ease of installation, using local 
teams. º6ery eÝpensiÛe kitchens haÛe long lead 
times, and offer poor Ûalue for money.»

Consistency was an important factor when 
Ƃndrea and �rancois designed their interiors.

º�t was Ûery important to us that the old part 
of the house should retain its character while 
being connected to the new part in a natural 
progression,» says �rancois. This can be seen 
in the colours, which are from a similar palette 
throughout the house, and the high-µuality, 
natural materials chosen.

ºWe Ûalue natural materials in �taly,» says 
Ƃndrea. º9ou are more relaÝedÆ you want to 
spend more time at home.» Ƃndrea took this to 
its logical conclusion when he chased the ºright» 
reclaimed bricks from fiÛe different proÛiders, 
eÛen asking the postcode of the original house 
they came from to ensure consistency of the 
¼new½ brick walls.

º�e was told off µuite bluntly by the people 
selling the reclaimed bricks,» laughs �rancois.

The couple also re-instated all siÝ original 

CONTACTS/
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firm chosen ­Dermarta Construction® wasn½t the 
cheapest, but was the one in which they had the 
most confidence, which was rewarded.

“Andrea did 95% of the decision-making,” 
says Francois, who works in banking and was 
unable to be onsite during the day. “We trust 
each other, and this creates savings and value 
in delivery, with no unnecessary delays or 
changes.» Ƃndrea, who has more yeÝibility as 
a business owner, oversaw day-to-day works on 
the property during the seÛen-month pro�ect, 
which was completed in 2022.

“And if the builders try to put up the costs 
in one place, then I say okay, so we will lose it 
elsewhere,” adds Andrea. “It sends a message.”

The construction of the extension was 
masonry, with steel-framed glazing in black. 
“We never considered using timber-frame,” says 
Francois. 

The couple also had to navigate council 
constraints put on them in the conservation area 
they were building in. These included keeping 
one side of the extension – where the utility 
room was originally placed – in traditional style, 
with a small window that matches the French 
doors stylistically.

The couple also discovered ways to be cost-
conscious on their interior finishes, without 
compromising quality.

“Interior designers are very expensive,” says 
Andrea. “Francois and I have the same tastes, so 
we were our own interior designers, and planned 
everything in advance. We also negotiated a lot 
of discounts on interior materials by selecting 
fewer suppliers during Covid, when the cost of 

building materials rose by up to 40%.”
One key area where they found savings was 

the kitchen. Designed in a classic galley shape, it 
has a long island forming one side, behind which 
is an open walk-through below the skylight. The 
kitchen cabinetry in ‘charcoal’ they bought is 
from British firm �owdens. This is then enhanced 
with a high-quality quartzite countertop with 
waterfall sides, yuted stone tiles on the walls and 
an Ƃmerican walnut yoor.

“It would have been a messy gamble to ship 
everything in from Italy,” says Andrea, who 
Ûalued �owden½s ease of installation, using local 
teams. “Very expensive kitchens have long lead 
times, and offer poor value for money.”

Consistency was an important factor when 
Andrea and Francois designed their interiors.

“It was very important to us that the old part 
of the house should retain its character while 
being connected to the new part in a natural 
progression,” says Francois. This can be seen 
in the colours, which are from a similar palette 
throughout the house, and the high-quality, 
natural materials chosen.

“We value natural materials in Italy,” says 
Andrea. “You are more relaxed; you want to 
spend more time at home.” Andrea took this to 
its logical conclusion when he chased the “right” 
reclaimed bricks from fiÛe different proÛiders, 
even asking the postcode of the original house 
they came from to ensure consistency of the 
‘new’ brick walls.

º�e was told off µuite bluntly by the people 
selling the reclaimed bricks,” laughs Francois.

The couple also re-instated all six original 

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

INTERIORS & MATERIAL 
SELECTION
Andrea Buscone, KMIAI 
Properties. Lettings, Sales 
& Interiors
J���Ƃ�ÚProperties

ARCHITECT & INTERIORS
Daryl Fitzgerald, 
Atelier Ochre
www.atelierochre.com

BUILDING
Dermot Steedman 
Dermarta Construction
www.dermarta.co.uk

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
Luca Frasca at Alan Baxter 
Associates
www.alanbaxter.co.uk

BATHROOM (TOILET WARE, 
TAPS, SINKS & BATHROOM 
FURNITURE)
Lusso Stone
www.lussostone.com

FREESTANDING BATHTUB 
Renaissance
www.renaissance-baths.co.uk

WHITE QUARTZITE 
COUNTERTOP
Granite & Marble UK
www.marbleandgranite.co.uk 

HERRINGBONE MARBLE 
FLOOR
Mandarin Stone
www.mandarinstone.com

CRITTAL STYLE WINDOWS
Holdsworth Windows
holdsworthwindows.co.uk

CAST IRON RADIATORS
Valvekings
www.valvekings.com

BOILER
Viessmann
www.viessmann.co.uk 

APPLIANCES
Miele
www.miele.co.uk
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fireplaces in the house, ordering new marble 
bullseye surrounds from Italy, well in advance.

ºWe had the yues opened before the spike 
in oil prices,” says Francois. “But we’d had a 
bit of damp originally and our specialist said 
it was due to lack of ventilation. These houses 
were not designed to be energy efficient, but to 
breathe. The previous extension didn’t allow air 
to circulate. Now, the damp is gone.”

With a new water tank moved to the attic to 
allow for the new top-yoor bathroom, they faced 
a logistical puzzle of where to place the waste 
pipes from the new bathroom on the second 
yoor. Their location in a conserÛation area 
meant placing them at the front of the building 
was impossible.

ºOur architect did a great �ob,» says �rancois. 
º�e used an old boiler room and some structural 
design to allow the pipes to go out the back of 
the building. There was a lot of thinking behind 
it. We were fortunate we didn’t have to cut 
through �oists.»

Getting the logistics rights was a challenge 
throughout the pro�ect.

“When you get a lot of materials coming in, 
it’s better to get them in earlier, rather than 
later,” says Andrea. “Once you miss your slot for 
delivery, it leads to greater delays. You need to 
stay in touch with your builders and fitters.»

“We had the cast iron bathtub delivered and 
stored on the ground yoor, and the builders 
had “forgotten” to bring it upstairs in time,” 
recalls �rancois. º�t is Ûery heaÛy ­Óxä kg®, and 
Ûery awkward to handle ­as the bath gets Ûery 
slippery in your hands when you sweat®. The 
builders were ready to give up, as the bathtub 
also had to negotiate ­Ûertically® the bend in the 

stairs. In desperation, Andrea asked around and 
two strongmen from the local powerlifting gym 
took up the challengeoand the bathtub finally 
made it up the stairs!”

 ow the pro�ect is completed, �rancois and 
Andrea couldn’t be happier with the outcome. 
The new layout of their ground yoor creates a 
magical setting for their regular dinner events, 
and eÛen as an occasional film set or photoshoot 
location! Yet it is the details that make it such a 
personal space.

“We spent time in this house while it was 
unrenovated,” says Francois. “We saw the 
good, the bad and the ugly. People get Ûery 
emotionally engaged with these pro�ects, and 
we were no exception. It was an adventure 
to renovate it, and this is our creation. The 
anticipation, the stress, and the decision-
making all brought us closer together. It’s an 
achievement.”

Andrea agrees, saying: “Going back to a 
home that is part of ourselÛes q there½s a real �oy 
in that.”

Andrea spent a lot 
of time researching 
the builders, 
including cold 
calling to see if they 
picked up the phone
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The wider application of concrete 
block permeable paving to reverse 
the yooding from the sealing-up of 

our towns and cities is heralded by new 
measures to implement SuDS in 
ngland.

�or some Óx years it has been 
recognised that Sustainable Drainage 
Systems ­or ¼SuDS½® are essential in 
curbing yooding and pollution from 
rainwater runoff. SuDS manages 
rainwater by slowing it down and 
cleaning it up q copying, as closely as 
possible, the natural drainage from a site 
before any building work takes place. 
They operate near the surface and close 
to the source of runoff, slowing the 
yow and proÛiding additional benefits 
including clean water for wildlife, 
planting or recycling. Typical SuDS 
include liÛing ­or ¼green½® roofs and 
permeable paÛing, as well as planted 
features like rain gardens.

MANDATORY SUDS
The 2010 Flood and Water Management 
Ƃct included proÛisions for mandatory 
SuDS on deÛelopments, controlled by 
new local authority ¼SuDS ƂpproÛing 
Bodies½ ­SƂBs®. But these proÛisions 
were not implemented at the time in 

ngland q although they were in Wales 
q relying instead on planning policies 
to deliÛer SuDS. Recognising that the 
planning-based system has not worked, 
the Government is now implementing 
Schedule Î in 
ngland to make 
SuDS mandatory q currently eÝpected 
during ÓäÓ{.

 ew SuDS standards and other 
changes will then be applied, and 
SƂB approÛal will be reµuired before 
construction of drainage systems on new 
and redeÛeloped sites. Single homes 
may well be eÝempt from SƂB approÛal 
but SuDS could still be encouraged by 

Chris �odson of �nterpaÛe delÛes into the impact of soon to be mandatory 
sustainable urban drainage systems ­SuDS® in new residential pro�ects, and the 
transformatiÛe role that permeable paÛing plays

Permeable paving: the 
driving force behind 
SuDS success
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Aqualisa has announced Lumi+™: a stunning 
new series of premium electric showers that 
combine sophistication and performance. 
Available in three power options, the Lumi+ 
electric shower features a mirrored fascia that 
refl ects light to enhance and brighten any 
bathroom environment, and two easy-turn 
brushed-chrome dials to control power and 
temperature. An illuminated strip on the front 
panel displays the status of the shower. 7ith an 
Ƃ rating for energy effi ciency, the �umi³ ta�es 
water from the cold mains supply to deliver an 

instant, invigorating shower with no demand on stored hot water tan�s. Ƃs the 
Lumi+ provides control over both temperature and power, users can minimise 
their consumption of both electricity and water.

01959 560010   www.aqualisa.co.uk/products/type/electric-showers.html

Aqualisa introduces Lumi+™ electric shower

SBH01_Aqualisa_Interiors - Bathrooms_PR.indd   1 09/01/2024   08:49Schlüter-Systems has launched the 
customisable, prefabricated KERDI-
BOARD-W, enabling homeowners as well as 
architects and contractors to create a vanity 
unit quickly and cost-effectively. KERDI-
BOARD-W, like the company’s durable and 
waterproof, extruded rigid-foam KERDI-
BOARD, is immediately ready for tiling, while 
it is light weight and easy to handle; and can 
be combined with the KERDI-LINE-VARIO 
drainage profi les. �or increased versatility, 
the 1¼ inch connection thread included 

in the set is ideally suited for combination with commercially available 
siphons or traps. The ready-to-use pack also contains KERDI components 
for secure waterproofi ng.

www.schluter.co.uk

Customisable washbasin/vanity unit
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measures to implement SuDS in 
ngland.
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recognised that Sustainable Drainage 
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curbing yooding and pollution from 
rainwater runoff. SuDS manages 
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possible, the natural drainage from a site 
before any building work takes place. 
They operate near the surface and close 
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yow and proÛiding additional benefits 
including clean water for wildlife, 
planting or recycling. Typical SuDS 
include liÛing ­or ¼green½® roofs and 
permeable paÛing, as well as planted 
features like rain gardens.
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The 2010 Flood and Water Management 
Ƃct included proÛisions for mandatory 
SuDS on deÛelopments, controlled by 
new local authority ¼SuDS ƂpproÛing 
Bodies½ ­SƂBs®. But these proÛisions 
were not implemented at the time in 

ngland q although they were in Wales 
q relying instead on planning policies 
to deliÛer SuDS. Recognising that the 
planning-based system has not worked, 
the Government is now implementing 
Schedule Î in 
ngland to make 
SuDS mandatory q currently eÝpected 
during ÓäÓ{.

 ew SuDS standards and other 
changes will then be applied, and 
SƂB approÛal will be reµuired before 
construction of drainage systems on new 
and redeÛeloped sites. Single homes 
may well be eÝempt from SƂB approÛal 
but SuDS could still be encouraged by 

Chris �odson of �nterpaÛe delÛes into the impact of soon to be mandatory 
sustainable urban drainage systems ­SuDS® in new residential pro�ects, and the 
transformatiÛe role that permeable paÛing plays

Permeable paving: the 
driving force behind 
SuDS success
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other means, such as planning policies. 
This is an important step forward, not �ust 
in the fight against yooding but also in 
enabling the numerous multifunctional 
benefits of well-designed SuDS to be 
realised, particularly in response to 
climate change. 

ACTION ON EXISTING PROPERTIES
The welcome moÛe towards wider use 
of permeable paving will help to reverse 
the ¼sealing-up½ of our towns and cities, 
highlighted in the goÛernment½s recent 
 ational �nfrastructure Commission ­ �C® 
report on reducing yooding from surface 
water. This recommends urgent action to 
moÛe away from impermeable surfaces, 
both for new developments and on 
eÝisting properties. 

The  �C recognises that, by Óäxx, 
some xä,äää-Èx,äää properties may 
be put in areas at high risk due to 
ºunplanned» increases in impermeable 
surfaces, such as front gardens being 
paÛed oÛer, which increase the Ûolumes 
of water entering drainage. 

PERMITTED PAVING
�nstalling driÛes or other paÛing anywhere 
in your garden used to be considered 

¼permitted deÛelopment½ q in other 
words, automatic planning permission. 
But these rights were remoÛed some 
years ago from new or replacement 
paÛing unless it½s permeable paÛing or 
drains onto a permeable area within the 
property. Otherwise, you will need to 
apply for planning permission, inÛolÛing 
drawings and a fee, and with policies in 
faÛour of SuDS, the application should 
be re�ected anyway. �f you �ust go ahead 
without permission, this could result in 
local authority enforcement action or 
legal problems when the house is sold. 

�oweÛer, enforcement of these rules 
has been limited and now the NIC is 
seeking a review of options for resolving 
this issue and potential policy changes 
to preÛent it from adding to the yooding 
problem. �n addition, some water 
companies already apply ¼area-based 
charging½ to commercial properties 
where impermeable paving drains to 
sewers and Ofwat is encouraging trials 
with residential customers as well. 
We shall soon see a much wider 
application of permeable surfaces q 
notably concrete block permeable 
paÛing q reÛersing the sealing-up of 
urban areas we haÛe seen. 

MAKING THE MOST OF PERMEABLE PAVING
There is a wide choice of products 
aÛailable from manufacturers specifically 
for permeable paÛing, with more 
shapes, styles, finishes and colours 
than eÛer. Some products haÛe the 
same performance as conventional 
concrete blocks and slabs\ slip resistant, 
durable, strong and sustainable. The 
difference with permeable paving is 
�oints filled with stone grit q but neÛer 
sand ­like conÛentional block paÛing® 
or mortar. This ensures that water will 
continue to pass through the �oints oÛer 
many years. 

Concrete block permeable paving can 
be laid leÛel and still aÛoids puddles 
without the need for drainage gulleys 
and pipes. �t proÛides a safe surface for 
eÛeryone, unlike graÛel and other loose 
material. �t can also proÛide a gradual 
supply of clean water for planting q 
particularly trees. �n fact, it works in 
harmony with trees, allowing air, as 
well as water to reach tree roots, which 
grow downwards and don½t damage the 
paÛing oÛer time. 

Chris Hodson is a consultant to trade 
body Interpave, part of MPA Precast

By 2055, it is estimated that 50,000-65,000 
properties may be put in areas at high risk due to 
unplanned increases in impermeable surfaces, such 
as front gardens being paved over
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https://www.paving.org.uk/


AIR CONDITIONING & 
VENTILATION
EnviroVent
01423 810810
www.envirovent.com

Total Home Environment
0345 260 0123
www.totalhome.co.uk

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
Grant Westfi eld
0131 337 6262
www.grantwestfi eld.co.uk

BI FOLDING & SLIDING DOORS
Garador Ltd
01935 443 722        
www.garador.co.uk

DOORS, WINDOWS & 
CONSERVATORIES
Kloeber UK
01487 740044 
www.kloeber.co.uk  

FINANCE & INSURANCE
Self-Build Zone
0345 230 9874        
www.selfbuildzone.com

FIRES & FIREPLACES 
Capital Fireplaces

01462 813138
www.capitalfi replaces.co.uk

Clearview Stoves
Tel: 01588 650401  
www.clearviewstoves.com

GLASS & GLAZING
Red Glazing Systems
0203 478 9610
www.redglazingsystems.co.uk

PUMPING STATIONS
JTPumps Ltd                                        
0844 414 5800                                    
www.jtpumps.co.uk

STAIRS & STAIRCASES
Complete Stair Systems 
Ltd 
01794 522444
www.completestairsystems.
co.uk

TIMBER & JOINERY 
The Oak Designs Company 
Ltd 
01273 400411
www.oakdesigns.co.uk

Osmo UK         
01296 481220       
www.osmouk.com
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www.sashwindowlock.com
Tel: 0844 482 20 34 Fax 01708 768 825
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LIGHTING AND ELECTRICAL

 To get your company listed 
here, contact us today on

01435 863500

TEMPORARY 
ACCOMMODATION
Worcestershire Caravan Sales                                                
01299 878872                
worcestershirecaravansales.com
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Now on Instagram

selfbuilder+homemaker

FOLLOW US AT:
@SELFBUILDERHOMEMAKER
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