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NEWS

FROM THE EDITOR...
-o] �aLour �as taken t�e reins ov power] ar�ed wit� a ÛerÞ large �a�oritÞ w�ic� s�ould 
�ean t�at it is aLle to enact a good nu�Ler ov t�e plans t�at it �as in �ind. Ƃnd t�eÞ 
�aÛe a lot on t�eir wis� list in ter�s ov ideas designed to ¼unlock½ sites and Luild �undreds 
ov t�ousands ov �o�es. W�ile it �aÞ not all intersect wit� t�e �ost pressing issues vor 
selv�Luilders ­�aÛe t�eÞ �eard ov ,ig�t to 	uild] vor eÝa�ple¶®] a lot ov it does.

/�e earlÞ announce�ent ov t�e recruit�ent ov Îää new planning ovfi cers to trÞ and �ake 
a dent in t�e Lacklog �aÞ not t�rill Þou ­particularlÞ w�en Þou �ear t�at around Î]äää 
ovfi cers retired or �oÛed �oLs Letween Óä£ä and ÓäÓä®] Lut it is a start.

�aLour wants to Luild t�e ¼�agic½ nu�Ler ov £.x �illion �o�es] largelÞ in t�e priÛate 
sector] and t�is is prettÞ �uc� t�e sa�e as t�e /ories½ ill�vated Îää]äää �o�es oÛer fi Ûe 
Þears q w�ic� didn½t get close in anÞ ov t�eir Þears.

Ƃngela ,aÞner and tea� �aÛe t�eir work cut 
out getting t�e �a�or �ouseLuilders to �oÛe 
forward on sites, so they might not have time 
to kick councils on t�eir ,ig�t to 	uild lists] to 
�ake sure t�at selv�Luild keeps �otoring.

GreÞ Lelt is one t�ing ­and a good idea®] Lut 
t�e great 	ritis� pursuit ov selv�Luild needs to 
Le supported] along wit� eÛerÞt�ing else.

JAMES PARKER
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�etallic fi nis� can in�ect energÞ into a 
living space.

ENHANCING HOME AESTHETICS
The aesthetic value of designer radiators 
goes beyond their colour and shape. 
Their placement and integration into 
the room’s design are key. Vertical 
radiators, for instance, are perfect for 
narrow spaces or as a stylish addition 
to hallways. Horizontal models can be 
aligned under windows or along longer 
walls, maximising space while adding a 
touch of elegance.

Replacing an old, conventional radiator 
with a designer model can completely 
change the look and feel of a room. It’s 
akin to adding a piece ov fi ne vurniture or 
a work of art. This transformation doesn’t 
just stop at visual appeal – designer 
radiators can also increase the perceived 
value of a home, making them a smart 
investment for those looking to sell in 
the future.

THE ART OF CHOOSING THE RIGHT 
RADIATOR
Selecting the perfect radiator involves 
considering several factors beyond mere 
aesthetics. Homeowners should think 
about the heat output required for the 
space, ensuring the radiator is both 
beautiful and functional. The size and 
orientation of the radiator are crucial 
too q it½s aLout fi nding t�e rig�t Lalance 
between form and function.

Moreover, the material of the radiator 
can also iny uence its look and evfi ciencÞ. 
Options range from traditional cast iron, 
which offers a classic look and excellent 
heat retention, to sleek stainless steel or 
aluminium models that provide a modern 
edge and quick heating capabilities.

PERSONALISED STYLE & FUNCTIONALITY
Incorporating a designer radiator into 
your home is about more than just 
selecting a model that looks good. It’s 
aLout rey ecting Þour personal stÞle 

and enhancing the overall atmosphere 
of your space. The process should be 
thoughtful, considering how the radiator 
will interact with other elements in the 
roo� q vro� vurniture and y ooring to 
lighting and artwork.

Designer radiators offer an exciting 
opportunity for homeowners to rethink 
their approach to home heating. By 
treating radiators as design pieces, they 
can elevate their interiors, infuse their 
spaces with personality, and enjoy the 
dual Lenefi ts ov war�t� and stÞle. 

/�is trend signifi es a Lroader s�ivt 
towards seeing every element of the 
home as an opportunity for creativity 
and self-expression. Whether you’re 
revamping a single room or undertaking 
a complete home makeover, considering 
a designer radiator could be the 
transformative touch your space needs.

John Lawless is content manager at 
BestHeating.com

 HOME STYLING

It’s about making a style statement 
that transforms heating into 

something far ‘cooler’ 

_Home Styling.indd   3 23/07/2024   08:56

Home is where the heart is, and 
every element within it should 
resonate with a homeowner’s sense 

of style and individuality. Gone are the 
days when radiators were mere functional 
necessities, tucked away to serve the sole 
purpose of heating. 

Today, homeowners are revolutionising 
spaces throughout their homes by 
choosing designer radiators that double 
as stunning pieces of art. This shift isn’t 
just about staying warm – it’s about 
making a style statement that transforms 
heating into something far ‘cooler’ 
than ever before.

THE EVOLUTION OF RADIATORS
Traditionally, radiators were the unsung 
heroes of home heating – often hidden 
behind couches or under windows – 
with their primary role being to combat 
the cold. 

They were practical, yes, but not 
something people would often marvel at.

Fast forward to today, and the story 
has changed. Homeowners are exploring 
the aesthetic potential of radiators, 
recognising them as key design elements 
that can enhance the visual appeal of any 
room of their home.

THE RISE OF DESIGNER RADIATORS
Designer radiators bring with them a 
blend of form and function that was 
previously unimaginable. These aren’t 
just radiators – they’re conversation 
starters, focal points, and expressions of 
your personal taste. 

Available in a myriad of styles, from 
sleek and modern to vintage and ornate, 
these radiators cater to diverse aesthetic 
preferences and tastes.

One of the most compelling aspects 
of designer radiators is their ability to 
fit sea�lesslÞ into anÞ decor sc�e�e. 
Whether you’re aiming for a minimalist 
look with clean lines and muted tones or 
a more eclectic vibe with bold patterns 
and vibrant colours, there’s a designer 
radiator to match. 

This versatility makes it easy for 
homeowners to replace existing radiators 
with ones that not only perform their 
heating duties but also enhance the 
room’s overall aesthetic.

MAKING HEATING COOLER WITH COLOUR
Colour is a powerful tool in design, 
capable of transforming the ambience 
of any space. Designer radiators take 
full advantage of this, offering a 
spectrum of colour options that allow 
homeowners to make bold statements 
or subtle enhancements. 

Imagine a striking black radiator 
against a crisp white wall, exuding 
modern sophistication, or a vibrant (and 
unexpected) red rad that adds a pop of 
excitement to an otherwise neutral room.

The trend of coloured radiators has 
made heating a ‘cool’ element of an 
interior. It allows for creativity and 
personalisation, giving homeowners 
the freedom to play with colour in 
unexpected ways. 

Beyond the primary function of 
warming up a room, many more modern 
radiators contribute to a room’s mood 
and feel. A soft pastel radiator can evoke 
tranquillity in a bedroom, while a bright, 

Far more than a functional necessity, Best Heating’s 
John Lawless explores how ‘designer’ radiators can 
allow you to combine creativity with common-sense 
heating functionality

A FUSION OF 
FUNCTION 
& ART

HOME STYLING

_Home Styling.indd   2 23/07/2024   08:56
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radiators, for instance, are perfect for 
narrow spaces or as a stylish addition 
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heat retention, to sleek stainless steel or 
aluminium models that provide a modern 
edge and quick heating capabilities.
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and enhancing the overall atmosphere 
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the aesthetic potential of radiators, 
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that can enhance the visual appeal of any 
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blend of form and function that was 
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Available in a myriad of styles, from 
sleek and modern to vintage and ornate, 
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Imagine a striking black radiator 
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excitement to an otherwise neutral room.

The trend of coloured radiators has 
made heating a ‘cool’ element of an 
interior. It allows for creativity and 
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unexpected ways. 

Beyond the primary function of 
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We are Wayne and Kandi from 
Manston, a small village in the 
south east of Kent. We have 

embarked on the journey of a lifetime – 
our fi rst selv�Luild �o�et WaÞne is pro�ect 
managing the build alongside running a 
very busy marine engineering business.

WHERE WE STARTED
We had always dreamt of building our 
�o�e q � t�ink it½s �ost people½s drea� 
Lut ÛerÞ vew get t�e opportunitÞ to �ake 
it realitÞ. 	ack in Óä£n we Loug�t a run 
down four bedroom semi in need of a 
vull renoÛation t�at we co�pleted during 


oÛid. /�is gaÛe us t�e itc� to take on 
something really big. So out of the blue, 
we sold our home and moved into two 
static caraÛans w�ile trÞing to �ake a 
decision on w�at our neÝt �oÛe was 
going to be. 

We were incrediLlÞ luckÞ to fi nd t�e 


o�pleting a vull �o�e renoÛation a vew Þears ago gaÛe WaÞne and �andi 
t�e urge to take on a Ligger pro�ect] Lut spending t�ree Þears and counting 
liÛing in two caraÛans wit� t�eir vour c�ildren and dog �asn½t Leen plain sailing

selfbuilder 
Diaries

Despite high winds, torrential rain 
and freezing temperatures, work 

continued during the winter

_Selfbuilder Diaries.indd   2 29/07/2024   14:02
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We are Wayne and Kandi from 
Manston, a small village in the 
south east of Kent. We have 

embarked on the journey of a lifetime – 
our first selv�Luild �o�et WaÞne is pro�ect 
managing the build alongside running a 
very busy marine engineering business.

WHERE WE STARTED
We had always dreamt of building our 
�o�e q � t�ink it½s �ost people½s drea� 
Lut ÛerÞ vew get t�e opportunitÞ to �ake 
it realitÞ. 	ack in Óä£n we Loug�t a run 
down four bedroom semi in need of a 
vull renoÛation t�at we co�pleted during 


oÛid. /�is gaÛe us t�e itc� to take on 
something really big. So out of the blue, 
we sold our home and moved into two 
static caraÛans w�ile trÞing to �ake a 
decision on w�at our neÝt �oÛe was 
going to be. 

We were incrediLlÞ luckÞ to find t�e 


o�pleting a vull �o�e renoÛation a vew Þears ago gaÛe WaÞne and �andi 
t�e urge to take on a Ligger pro�ect] Lut spending t�ree Þears and counting 
liÛing in two caraÛans wit� t�eir vour c�ildren and dog �asn½t Leen plain sailing

selfbuilder 
Diaries

Despite high winds, torrential rain 
and freezing temperatures, work 

continued during the winter
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pervect plot ov land to Luild our drea� 
�o�e on. /�is is w�ere all t�e vun Legant 
WaÞne loÛes a c�allenging pro�ect and 
vro� t�e ÛerÞ start �ad decided �e 
wanted to do a Lig part ov t�e Luild 
himself. After driving around looking at 
different homes and trawling the internet 
vor ideas we ca�e up wit� our list ov 
¼�ust �aÛes½. We tea�ed up wit� a 
great local arc�itect] �uke -trange] 
and �e sketc�ed w�at we wanted first 
ti�e round] incorporating a �iÝ ov 
traditional features with a modern twist 
t�at would still leaÛe us in keeping wit� 
our surroundings.

After a few tweaks to the design 
internallÞ we suL�itted our application 
in �eLruarÞ ÓäÓÎ] and to our surprise] 
t�e plans were approÛed wit�in eig�t 
weeks wit� no proLle�s or a�end�ents 
needed. At the end of August we broke 
ground] e�Larking on an arc�aeological 
dig. However, with nothing found 
we were able to move straight on to 
digging the footings and removing the 
oÛersite concrete slaL. /�is part ov t�e 
pro�ect �appened so vast] and progress 
was good. It wasn’t long before the 
LricklaÞers arriÛed on site and �ad t�e 
first vew courses down readÞ vor us to 
get t�e Llock and Lea� yoor on. /�e 
weather was on our side, it being dry and 
war� into "ctoLer] Lut t�en winter �it.

A LONG WINTER 
/�is is w�ere t�ings slowed down] since 
November we have battled with the 
weat�er vro� week to week. �espite 
high winds, torrential rain and freezing 
te�peratures] work did carrÞ on during 
the winter, but not at the rate we would 
�aÛe �oped vor. We �aÛe spent �anÞ 
nights lying awake listening to the rain 
�oping it doesn½t cause da�age to anÞ 
work already done. 

Fast forward to now and the weather 
�as finallÞ turned] avter t�e wettest winter 
vor Þears. We are �ust aLout to co�plete 
t�e roov and are preparing vor cladding 
and installation ov windows so we can 
get t�e scavvolding down. �nternallÞ] 
we are preparing vor screed and aLout 

to start first fiÝing t�e plu�Ling and 
electrical installation. Wit� t�e long 
drawn out winter behind us we are 
now aLle to get reallÞ stuck in] and we 
are reallÞ �oping to �eet our deadline ov 

�rist�as ÓäÓ{. 

To date, this has been a massive 
c�allenge alongside an alreadÞ LusÞ 
livestÞle wit� vour c�ildren and a dog. 
�iÛing in two static caraÛans vor al�ost 
t�ree Þears �as presented its own 
c�allenges] Lut t�e process oÛerall is 
ÛerÞ rewarding. �Þ adÛice to anÞone 
else taking on suc� a pro�ect is w�ateÛer 
Þou t�ink Þou½re going to spend] Þou 
need to add a �ini�u� ov £ä¯ vor 
unvoreseen costs. -econdlÞ] price c�eck 
everything and don’t be afraid to try and 
negotiate a deal – if you rely on someone 
else sourcing Þour �aterials t�en it½s 
going to cost Þou Óä³¯ �ore. 

We �aÛe vound a w�ole co��unitÞ 
ov selv�Luilders and �o�e i�proÛe�ent 
enthusiasts online, and it has been great 
to s�are stories and eÝperiences wit� 
people in a si�ilar position. We �aÛe 
used it to docu�ent our Luild so we 
�aÛe so�et�ing to look Lack on vor 
Þears to co�e. �v Þou½re interested in 
seeing our progress] Þou can vollow us 
on Instagram @self_build_with_the_
�addoÝs and see t�e pro�ect t�roug� 
to t�e end wit� ust
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According to the National Self 
Build Association (NaCSBA), one 
in three people in the UK want 

to build their own home. To help make 
self-building more attainable, the UK 
Government launched their Help to 
Build loan in 2021, aiming to enable 
40,000 self-built new homes every year. 
Yet despite this government data shows 
self-builds have been declining in recent 
years, with registrations of interest down 
34%, planning applications down 12% 
and permissions down 23% in 2022. 

SO, WHAT IS STOPPING PEOPLE CHOOSING 
THE SELF-BUILD ROUTE?
Understandably, many self-builders 
are first ti�ers q and naÛigating 
finance] planning and t�e Luild can Le 
daunting processes. Concerns around 
the complexity of acquiring land and 
navigating planning permissions, as well 
as the impact of the cost-of-living crisis, 
are often cited as barriers to choosing 
self-build, and reasons for project delays.

As well as government loan support, 
the increased options offered by pre-

fabrication and modern methods of 
construction mean self-building is 
arguably more attainable than ever. But 
undoubtedly it is also a challenging 
economic period, and conversations 
around materials costs, project delays 
and the number of insolvencies among 
building companies is a concern for 
those looking to plan a project.  

Knowing that your project is protected 
is now more important than ever. 
Many potential self-builders may not 
realise that having the correct self-build 
insurance will not only help you secure 
t�e Lest finance option aÛailaLle to 
you, but it can also help you feel 
confident and protected to get Þour 
project off the ground.

HOW CAN SELF-BUILDERS INSURE 
THEMSELVES FOR SUCCESS?
Self-build insurance or warranty protects 
you and your contractors during 
construction, as well as your home at 
every stage of the build and 10-year 
cover against major structural damage 
after completion. 

A self-build insurance policy will often 
include the following, but this is by no 
�eans a definitiÛe list\

• 
ontractors Ƃll ,isk\ coÛers incidents 
suc� as fire] t�evt] Ûandalis�] yood 
and storm damage.

• 
�ploÞers½ �iaLilitÞ\ so�e selv�
builders may not be aware you are 
deemed the employer for insurance 
purposes, and so liable for all 
workers and subcontractors’ welfare, 
making this cover a key protection.

• *uLlic liaLilitÞ\ protection in t�e case 
of damage to your build from 
a person outside the site, as well 
in the case of damage, injury or 
loss that is suffered by third parties 
or the public. It is advisable to 
get this in place as soon as land 
is purchased.

• Legal Expenses Insurance.
• 
ontract Works\ repair or replace 

any part of the build in the event of 
damage or structural defects.

Getting the right cover for your unique 
project is key. Specialist insurers can help 
alleviate your concerns, for example it 
might be that protection against third 
party insolvency or loss of deposit is a 
priority for you and insurers can look to 
secure that. 

IS SELF-BUILD INSURANCE REQUIRED 
FOR EVERY PROJECT?
From bungalows to barn conversions, 

In a challenging economy, protecting 
your project from risks has never 
been more important. Giles Fallan of 
BuildSafe shares how the right self-
build insurance can help give you 

confidence to �ake Þour drea� �o�e a realitÞ

Protect yourself 
to ensure
project success

ASK THE EXPERT

Ask the Expert_ Finance & Insurance - BuildSafe.indd   2 22/07/2024   10:51
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a self-build structural warranty covers 
any new build, conversion or major 
refurbishment of a residential home.

Navigating the regulatory and 
contractual obligations and knowing 
whether you have the correct cover in 
place may seem daunting. This is where 
getting support from an expert team 
who have decades of experience 
working with self-build projects is vital.

Self-builders may sometimes be 
unaware ov specific reµuire�ents to 
have cover. For those looking to 
secure a loan it is very clear as lenders 
will ask for insurance. What you may 
not know is that lenders also require a 
self-build warranty to sell a property 
under 10 years old. So even if you 
are selv�financing Þour Luild] it is 
important to have it in place, not only 
to protect you and your home but also 
for future buyers.  

You are always advised to put your 
cover in place before a project starts, but 
it is also possible to get late registration 
and retrospective cover. Even if your 
build is already in progress insurance 
brokers can guide you through the 

process to ensure you have the cover 
you need.

IS THE INSURANCE PROCESS TIME 
CONSUMING?
As a self-builder, insurers understand 
that you don’t want to spend your time 

filling in vor�s and c�asing vor updates. 
Working with an expert insurance 
provider ensures the process is hassle 
free. Their expert teams can manage 
the entire process, enabling you to 
focus on the day to day running of 
your project.

The right broker will not only aim 
to find t�e Lest price vor t�e �ost 
appropriate cover to meet your 
requirement, they’ll also help you 
navigate all insurance requirements 
through your projects. From arranging 
the contract and site inspection 
required by the policy on your behalf, 
to organising warrantÞ certificates once 
Luilding control �aÛe certified t�e 
deÛelop�ent as co�plete] t�eÞ can q 
and s�ould q Le wit� Þou eÛerÞ step 
of the way.


onfidence is keÞ] and t�e rig�t 
insurance broker will help you 
understand how to protect your project, 
giving you the assurances you need to 
take the next step and make your self-
built dream a reality.

Giles Fallan is CEO of BuildSafe

ASK THE EXPERT
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Self build hub celebrate a 
decade of employee ownership
The National Self Build & 

Renovation Centre (NSBRC), has 
reached a notable milestone.

The unique Swindon based business 
is celebrating ten years of employee 
ownership, with a new company (The 
Homebuilding Centre Ltd) having been 
formed back in 2014 to operate the 
much-loved venue, which is dedicated 
to offering independent homebuilding 
advice and support.

Ten years on, the NSBRC’s twenty 
employees now own 80% of the 
youris�ing Lusiness] t�roug� a 
combination of direct shares, and 
shares held in an Employee Ownership 
Trust (EOT). The remaining shares 
are held by Capital for Colleagues, 
an investment group who specialise 
in transitioning businesses to an 
employee owned model.

On Friday 28th June the team held 

a special dinner, making full use of the 
Centre’s space and stunning backdrop 
of full-sized show houses, with over 
one hundred guests in attendance 
– each of whom have played a part 
in the NSBRC’s journey and success 
over the past decade. Popular BBC 
News presenter and journalist, Martine 
Croxall, hosted the evening, providing 
an insightful and highly-topical address 
on the importance of transparency 

and trust in the media. Martine also 
introduced other guest speakers 
including James de le Vingne, CEO of 
the Employee Ownership Association. 

The evening concluded with a 
surprise awards ceremony, where 
the NSBRC team recognised and 
thanked several of their key suppliers 
and supporters who have helped the 
business across the last decade. 

Martine Croxall said: “It was a treat 
to be invited to host the NSBRC’s 
celebration evening. The hard work 
ov t�e first ten Þears ov e�ploÞee 
ownership and the team spirit they’ve 
created meant the atmosphere during 
dinner and the awards ceremony was 
joyful! Harvey and the other employee 
owners should be very proud of what 
they’ve achieved.”

0345 223 4455   www.nsbrc.co.uk

NSBRC Award winners with Martine Croxall
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Being the space where most of us head to at the 
end of a busy day, the living room is one of the 
key spaces where you’re going to relax and enjoy 
the home you’ve created. Find inspiration for how 
to furnish and decorate it with our selection of 
products and furnishings

INTERIOR 
INSPIRATION:
LIVING 
ROOMS

1

222

1. Decadently stylish, the four seater 
Lucca sofa from Oak Furniture Land is 
fully upholstered in buttery soft Italian 
leather. Available in cool and earthy 
tones, the range will easily match your 
home’s style. The scooped arms with 
intricate quilting give a distinctive point 
of visual interest, and the deep-set 
seating and extra lumbar support mean 
you can lounge away in comfort. Price: 
£1894.99
www.oakfurnitureland.co.uk

2. Prioritising comfort, this sophisticated 
Kingston beanbag from icon is designed 
with the softest cord, making it perfect 
for lounging. Boasting a comfortable 
seat with soft curves, Kingston will mould 
around your body so when it’s time to 
move, you won’t want to! Lightweight 
and portable, the beanbag makes a 
perfect addition to your lounge, offering 
a co�vortaLle and y eÝiLle seating 
option. Price: £59.99
linktr.ee/icon__hq
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3. Make a statement with the unique 
style, comfort and luxury of Peppermill 
Interiors’ St Moritz Yeti Armchair. The 
luxurious chair is made from a soft yet 
durable sheepskin fur, offering maximum 
comfort. Durable wooden legs and arms 
balance the maximalist design with a 
sleek] natural fi nis�. ƂÛailaLle in two 
colour options; deluxe creamy neutral 
(pictured) and two-tone grey. Price: £995
www.peppermillinteriors.com

4. The Frances TV Stand from 
daals is a perfect blend of beauty and 
practicality. Measuring 200 cm wide, 
the unit can accommodate TVs up to 
80 inches and offers ample storage 
with cupboards on either side and two 
central shelves. The hand-woven rattan 
door fronts complement the wood 
grain evvect fi nis� and slatted legs] 
delivering a Scandi look. Price: £199.99
www.daals.co.uk 

5. Lighting is a crucial element of any 

room, and particularly the living room 
where relaxing and unwinding is of the 
utmost importance. The Solara layered 
NKnen CnF CgeF DrCss ƃ oor NCmp
from lights&lamps features a layered 
linen pendant which evokes a serene 
ambience. The slender brass base and 
classic shade in a neutral coloured fabric 
makes an elegant and dynamic piece. 
Price: £315
www.lightsandlamps.com

6. The Industrial Rebar Coffee 
Table from Vincent and Barn is 
spacious and open with lots of storage 
potential q fi ll t�e s�elv wit� stacks ov 
books and magazines, and keep the 
top a clutter-free space. Increase the 
storage potential further by using 
decorative baskets to hide household 
clutter on the bottom shelf. This 
large industrial style table will be the 
centrepiece of your living room. 
Price: £269
www.vincentandbarn.co.uk
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ScrewfiÝ ��6
] t�e ºo�nic�annel» 
retailer½s yags�ip eÛent dedicated to 
trade and ��9 ent�usiasts] is co�ing 

Lack to �arnLoroug� in -epte�Ler.
/�e vree�to�enter s�ow is returning to 

�arnLoroug� �nternational 
Ý�iLition 
E 
onverence 
entre vro� �ridaÞ ÓÇ 
-epte�Ler q -undaÞ Ó� -epte�Ler ÓäÓ{ 
wit� eÛen �ore eÝclusiÛe s�ow deals and 
leading suppliers. 6isitors w�o register 
vor t�e eÛent can pick up a vree goodie 
Lag wort� oÛer Ë{ä.

Wit� �ore t�an £nä leading trade 
Lrands under one roov] custo�ers and 
va�ilies will en�oÞ t�ree daÞs ov liÛe 
product de�onstrations] entertain�ent 
vor kids and adults] special guests in 
attendance and so �uc� �ore.

�ast Þear] -crewfiÝ ��6
 celeLrated its 
£ät� anniÛersarÞ wit� a record�Lreaking 
eÛent. "Ûer £�]xää Ûisitors attended 
across t�e weekend] and �ad t�e c�ance 
to �eet and greet celeLritÞ guests 
including vootLall legend �o�n 	arnes] 
/6 presenter and "lÞ�pic c�a�pion 
-a�ant�a +uek] and co�edian �ain 
-tirling.

-crewfiÝ ��6
 will also �ost t�e final ov 
-crewfiÝ /op /radesperson on �ridaÞ ÓÇ 
-epte�Ler. /�e co�petition is now in its 
£xt� Þear and c�a�pions tradespeople 
across t�e 1� and ,epuLlic ov �reland. 
£ä skilled finalists will vace a panel 
ov industrÞ eÝperts] including ÓäÓÎ 

c�a�pion Ƃstrid Ƃrnold] to deter�ine 
w�o will Le crowned -crewfiÝ /op 
/radesperson ÓäÓ{ and take �o�e t�e 
ulti�ate trade Lundle ov tools] tec� and 
training wort� ËÓä]äää. 

,egister now on t�e -crewfiÝ weLsite 
to collect Þour goodie Lag vro� t�e 
eÛent and keep an eÞe on �aceLook] 
�nstagra� and /ik/ok vor all t�e updates 
on -crewfiÝ ��6
 ÓäÓ{.

27-29th September
Farnborough International Exhibition & 
Conference Centre

WHEN & WHERE

-crewfiÝ ��6
 will take place at Farnborough International Exhibition & Conference 
Centre vro� 27 - 29 September. ,egister vor Þour tickets and vree goodie Lag at 
sEreYfiZNKve�Eom

More brands, 
more stands, 
more fun

SHOW PREVIEW: SCREWFIX LIVE 2024
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Despite the risks associated with buying a dated bungalow in the South 
Downs National Park over 200 miles away from his home, Philip Westcott was 
prepared to take the chance thanks to the advice of his building-savvy son
TEXT JAYNE DOWLE IMAGES RICH CHIVERS
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Searching high and low for a plot to build 
a house where he could be closer to his 
grandchildren and his beloved sailing 

boat in Chichester harbour, Philip Westcott had 
almost given up on his dream. 

After 12 months looking, and scouring the 
propertÞ portals Þet again] �e finallÞ spotted t�e 
perfect plot, nestled in a commanding position 
just south of the pretty Surrey town of Haslemere 
in the South Downs National Park.

The problem was, the plot contained a 
1960s bungalow well past its prime. As a legal 
professional Philip admits it took a calculated 
risk to go ahead and buy, given National Park 
planning rules might prevent him from building 
the contemporary home he wished for.

Philip, a semi-retired lawyer practising as 
one of only around 800 Notaries Public in the 
UK – specialist practitioners who can draw up 
deeds and act as intermediaries – and his son 
Jeremy (director of his own Portsmouth-based 
construction company, Westcott Construction), 
were intrigued LÞ t�e possiLilities t�e fivt� ov an 
acre plot offered. 

º� ad�it � was a Lit douLtvul at first] Lecause 
of what it was,” says Philip. “It hadn’t had much 
done to it for years, the owner had lived there 
alone after his wife had died. I couldn’t quite 
see how it could deliver the modern, low-
maintenance house I had in mind.”

However, he was impressed by property 
conversions Jeremy had completed in the past 
– “in fact I was amazed at the transformations” – 
so �e did veel confident to step vorward and see 
what was possible. 

 ow] fiÛe Þears avter *�ilip signed on t�e 
dotted line and completed contracts, clad in 

fashionable Russwood cedar cladding stained 
grey, with brickwork painted in Dulux Masonry 
paint mixed to basalt grey (RAL 7012) to match, 
t�is new Ûersion ov �arfield �ouse is totallÞ 
unrecognisable from what stood here before. 

Jeremy recommended architect Paul Cashin, 
who has a practice in Winchester and had 
worked on many projects in the South Downs. 
As soon as Philip met Paul he was convinced 
that he was the man for the job, and went 
ahead and purchased the bungalow in May 
2019 for £670,000.

This was a big leap of faith. Philip would be 
relocating more than 200 miles from his previous 
home in Market Rasen, Lincolnshire, where he 
had lived for 25 years, renting nearby whilst his 
new home was built. 

“In addition to the fact my son had 
recommended him, at a very early stage, Paul 
met with me at the property,” Philip recalls. 
“It was a bright sunny day. We stood on the 
back lawn as it then was, and as we chatted 
through, he asked me what it was I wanted and 
he came up with a design.” It was this early 
understanding and enthusiasm that impressed 
Paul’s putative client and got him the job. 

Philip admits that everything he now 
knows about sustainable building methods 
(in particular, retaining as much of an original 
structure as possible to keep the carbon 
footprint low) he’s learned during this build. 
However he says it was always his aim not to 
“knock the whole thing down and start again.”

Paul proposed a house over two storeys that 
would retain the original bungalow, adding an 
extra storey to include an open-plan kitchen/
dining/living room leading onto a terrace to 

LOW POINT
“When we got bogged 
down a bit with Covid 
during the build, living 
in a rental place became 
quite expensive. More 
money was going out in 
rent than I would have 
liked] a vour�figure su� 
every month.”
– Philip Westcott

Farfield House Case Study - Jayne Dowle.indd   4 23/07/2024   09:31

HIGH POINT
“Seeing it completed; 
strangelÞ t�e first roo� 
that was fully completed 
was the family bathroom. 
In the original bungalow 
it was a typical 1970s 
avocado bathroom,  and 
it was very dark in there/ 
The day I came into the 
house and the bathroom 
had been done, I 
thought, wow that’s 
fabulous, so modern and 
light, with everything 
yowing toget�er.»
– Philip Westcott

maximise the surrounding views of the Downs, 
and so Philip could enjoy the trees which 
encircle the property. The new house would be 
in the form of two blocks – the existing one-
storey building and a new, two-storey extension 
using t�e ground yoor ov t�e Lungalow] 
connected by a glass hallway, echoing the 
entrance that existed before the remodel. There 
is a third block for a stand-alone garage. 

The major challenge was pulling off such a 
contemporary design in a National Park. “We 
�ad a divficult planning stage]» arc�itect *aul 
admits. The house is on a private, no-through 
road of substantial properties set in relatively 
large plots. “Quiet, without being isolated,” 
Philip says. Planners were keen not to interrupt 
the established look and feel of the area.

The initial design had to be changed by 
moving the new extension with its upper storey 
to the back of the plot to reduce the visual 
impact facing the road. Paul negotiated this 
through pre-application engagement with local 
planning ovficers at 
�ic�ester �istrict 
ouncil] 
working also with the South Downs National Park 
Authority. “This required a good relationship 
wit� t�e planning ovficers] a vew site Ûisits] and 
ultimately a minor compromise that did not 
reduce the project scope or ambition,” Paul 
says. His approach was to explain things using a 
series of storyboards, as this “enables people to 
grab the ideas simply.”

Surprisingly, external treatments were not 
subject to tight planning strictures, other 
than that materials used externally should 
appear natural.

As much of the existing house as possible 
was reused; this impressed the planners, kept 
expenditure down to a build cost of £450,000, 
and meant the overall build was indeed as 
sustainable as possible. The extension is 
designed to rise above the original masonry 
walls on a timber frame, with steel columns to 
support the weight.

One big plus was that the bungalow and its 
garage had what is known as a gabled ‘cut roof,’ 
having been built on site rather than shipped in 
prefabricated sections when the bungalow was 
built. This meant it could be easily dismantled 
tile by tile and replaced with a striking modern 
yat roov t�at is insulated �eaÛilÞ wit� 
eloteÝ 
PIR rigid board insulation. This was important 
to keep t�e �ouse energÞ�evficientÆ it was not 
possible to add further insulation inside the 
existing cavity walls. Placing insulation between 
the beams, and an extra layer underneath the 
roof itself, provided an effective solution in 
terms of cost and labour – as opposed to adding 
internal or external wall insulation.

/o ensure opti�u� energÞ evficiencÞ] all t�e 
windows were replaced with composite-framed 
timber and aluminium double-glazing. A gas 
boiler powers radiators at ground level with 

Farfield House Case Study - Jayne Dowle.indd   5 23/07/2024   09:31
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wet underyoor �eating on t�e first yoor] wit� 
a -altfire -/Î Ç.Î kW� woodLurner in t�e Î{ 
square metre living room.

In the single storey part, the house retains 
the original U-shape of the bungalow. The 
porch, with a bay each containing a bedroom 
either side, is glazed with a slatted timber 
screen for privacy. It opens into the hall, with 
four bedrooms (the fourth is also used by Philip 
as a study, and two are ensuite), plus a family 
bathroom leading off. 

Up the staircase, which features a sleek 
handrail recessed in the wall, is a living room and 
open-plan kitchen/dining room which feature 
exposed beams to add interest and texture 
to t�e ceiling] and a rooyig�t oÛer t�e dining 
table. This area opens through glass doors onto 
t�e Lalustraded first�yoor terrace] w�ic� in turn 
veatures a reinvorced glass panel to yood lig�t 
into the hallway below. In total, the living space 
is now £ÇÈ sµ�Æ t�e ground yoor is £ÓÈ sµ� 
wit� xä sµ� added on t�e first yoor. 

“The garden was also a product of its time,” 
says Philip. “It had clearly been someone’s 
passion, but by the time of my purchase was 
clearly overgrown and would need to be 
re�odelled to fit in wit� t�e re�odelling ov t�e 
house.” To achieve this – and to keep outdoor 
areas low-maintenance – areas were laid to 
gravel with stone paths.

After living in his previous home for a 
quarter of a century, Philip had grown quite 
unaccustomed to making major interior design 
decisions. However, he knew he wanted a 
simple, uncluttered and Scandinavian-inspired 
look for his new home, so took advice from 
Paul and Jeremy. Engineered American White 

Ƃs� yooring t�roug�out and t�e sovt tones ov 
birch – the kitchen units, IKEA’s METOD range in 
Light Ash, with a hardwearing melamine surface 
– and pewter work surfaces help to create a 
natural laid-back feel to this contemporary home 
surrounded by greenery on all sides.

To minimise the effects of solar gain in warmer 
months a brise soleil was added over the large, 
south-facing windows and doors in the kitchen/
dining/living area. However, Philip says his 
blinds do a better job of keeping out strong 
sunlight and heat at the height of summer: 
“Architecturally, brise soleil is attractive, but from 
a practical view it’s limited. Once I’d put internal 
blinds into the kitchen/dining room it was much 
more effective. I’m very glad that I had a blind 
box built in as this has given me the option to 
have the blinds hung seamlessly. It’s much harder 
to add them afterwards.”

Ƃt Ç{] *�ilip] w�o liÛes alone] is fit and 
active, enjoying not just sailing – he loves the 
fact that the journey “from house to boat” in 
Chichester is about 45 minutes – but also cycling 
and walking. 

He admits that this project was always 
intended to become his “retirement” home,
Lut did �e consider anÞ vuture�proofing 
measures to ensure that he can still live alone 
as the years advance?

“Not especially,” he admits. “One of my 
friends suggested to me in the design stage that 
I put a lift in. I declined that. I’m a reasonably 
positive kind of person, and hopefully have 
many years ahead of me mentally and physically 
able. I don’t think about such things really, but 
heaven forbid a stairlift!”

Paul and his team prepared detailed plans for 

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

CONSTRUCTION
Westcott Construction
www.westcott.uk.com

EXTERNAL CLADDING
Russwood
www.russwood.co.uk

BALUSTRADING
Fabtech Welding
www.fabtech.co.uk

DOORS & WINDOWS
Composite Windows UK
www.compositewindows.uk

BESPOKE KITCHEN DESIGN 
Westcott Construction
www.westcott.uk.com

CONCRETE WORKTOPS
Concreations
concreations.co.uk

KITCHEN CABINETS
IKEA
www.ikea.com/gb/en

BESPOKE BATHROOM 
DESIGN
Westcott Construction
www.westcott.uk.com

BATHROOM CABINETS 
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wet underyoor �eating on t�e first yoor] wit� 
a -altfire -/Î Ç.Î kW� woodLurner in t�e Î{ 
square metre living room.

In the single storey part, the house retains 
the original U-shape of the bungalow. The 
porch, with a bay each containing a bedroom 
either side, is glazed with a slatted timber 
screen for privacy. It opens into the hall, with 
four bedrooms (the fourth is also used by Philip 
as a study, and two are ensuite), plus a family 
bathroom leading off. 

Up the staircase, which features a sleek 
handrail recessed in the wall, is a living room and 
open-plan kitchen/dining room which feature 
exposed beams to add interest and texture 
to t�e ceiling] and a rooyig�t oÛer t�e dining 
table. This area opens through glass doors onto 
t�e Lalustraded first�yoor terrace] w�ic� in turn 
veatures a reinvorced glass panel to yood lig�t 
into the hallway below. In total, the living space 
is now £ÇÈ sµ�Æ t�e ground yoor is £ÓÈ sµ� 
wit� xä sµ� added on t�e first yoor. 

“The garden was also a product of its time,” 
says Philip. “It had clearly been someone’s 
passion, but by the time of my purchase was 
clearly overgrown and would need to be 
re�odelled to fit in wit� t�e re�odelling ov t�e 
house.” To achieve this – and to keep outdoor 
areas low-maintenance – areas were laid to 
gravel with stone paths.

After living in his previous home for a 
quarter of a century, Philip had grown quite 
unaccustomed to making major interior design 
decisions. However, he knew he wanted a 
simple, uncluttered and Scandinavian-inspired 
look for his new home, so took advice from 
Paul and Jeremy. Engineered American White 

Ƃs� yooring t�roug�out and t�e sovt tones ov 
birch – the kitchen units, IKEA’s METOD range in 
Light Ash, with a hardwearing melamine surface 
– and pewter work surfaces help to create a 
natural laid-back feel to this contemporary home 
surrounded by greenery on all sides.

To minimise the effects of solar gain in warmer 
months a brise soleil was added over the large, 
south-facing windows and doors in the kitchen/
dining/living area. However, Philip says his 
blinds do a better job of keeping out strong 
sunlight and heat at the height of summer: 
“Architecturally, brise soleil is attractive, but from 
a practical view it’s limited. Once I’d put internal 
blinds into the kitchen/dining room it was much 
more effective. I’m very glad that I had a blind 
box built in as this has given me the option to 
have the blinds hung seamlessly. It’s much harder 
to add them afterwards.”

Ƃt Ç{] *�ilip] w�o liÛes alone] is fit and 
active, enjoying not just sailing – he loves the 
fact that the journey “from house to boat” in 
Chichester is about 45 minutes – but also cycling 
and walking. 

He admits that this project was always 
intended to become his “retirement” home,
Lut did �e consider anÞ vuture�proofing 
measures to ensure that he can still live alone 
as the years advance?

“Not especially,” he admits. “One of my 
friends suggested to me in the design stage that 
I put a lift in. I declined that. I’m a reasonably 
positive kind of person, and hopefully have 
many years ahead of me mentally and physically 
able. I don’t think about such things really, but 
heaven forbid a stairlift!”

Paul and his team prepared detailed plans for 
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Clad in fashionable Russwood cedar 
cladding stained grey, with brick painted 
in basalt grey to match, this new version 
of Far�eld House is unrecognisable

BEFORE: FRONT ELEVATION

the build at the outset. The whole project was 
managed by Jeremy. 

The build began in early 2020. “It was just 
at the outset of the pandemic, which was a 
terrible time to start,” says Philip. “There were 
restrictions on �oÛe�ent] it was divficult to get 
materials, it took much longer than anticipated – 
eÛen wit� �Þ son in c�arge q and � finallÞ �oÛed 
in in November 2022.” 

During the build, Philip rented a historic 
converted granary about 20 minutes’ drive from 
his new home, so he could easily keep a check 
on site progress. Although the granary itself 
was “quite small, quite dark” a major plus point 
was that it came with a large detached garage. 
He was able to store securely all the furniture 
and household items he had shipped down 
from Lincolnshire. The sale of his previous home 
funded his new-build.

Philip not living onsite meant that the build 
went as smoothly as possible, despite the 
delays caused by the pandemic, says Paul: “If 
the contractor has free rein of the building the 
pro�ect will go µuicker] it definitelÞ �elps as t�e 
scheme of work does not have to take their 
needs into account.”

When Philip is at home –  and he says he 
still gets “a great sense of joy returning to 
t�e �ouse» q t�e roo�s are definitelÞ vull ov 

people now. Jeremy and his family live close 
by and Philip’s other son, Ben, is in Wales and 
Letween t�e� t�eÞ �aÛe fiÛe c�ildren aged 
from six to 11. “The layout of the house is 
perfect both for one-off lunches with the family 
and longer stays,” Philip explains. “Very often 
we will have Christmas together, and that’s 
certainly a challenge, with the sheer number of 
grandchildren running around.”

Yet it’s a house that works when it’s also just 
Philip relaxing or working at home. His favourite 
spot is the kitchen/dining area, with its ever-
changing views over his neighbour’s paddock, 
towards Blackdown: “Despite having a self-
contained study, I spent a lot of time there as
it’s a great place to be at all times especially 
during daylight hours summer or winter.”

Philip’s house is so calm and peaceful – 
most of the time – he’s almost forgotten 
the trepidation he set out with. “I could 
see that with some clever work we could 
transform a tired old bungalow into a minimal 
low energy, contemporary home that would 
suit me and my wider family,” he says. 

Philip concludes: “The completed project has 
transformed a tired and dated 1960s bungalow 
into an inviting piece of modern architecture 
t�at q at first glance q appears to Le a Lespoke 
new-build house.”
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Creating Roofscapes of Distinction

Weather Beaten

FREE slate samples
call or visit 

greysroofi ng.co.uk

Greys Reproduction Roofi ng Products

Light weight construction saves on labour and timber costs  
Construction allows easy cutting without cracking or breaking
Looks like stone and slate when cut 
Weathers like stone and slate not concrete

Greys Reproduction Stone and Slate roofi ng products are hand crafted to give 
an authentic roofscape. Detailed moulding, a choice of colours and a range of 
sizes create a coursed and diminishing stone slate roof. An easy to lay format and 
a range of compatible products including: ridges and in-line ventilation systems 
create an extremely versatile and cost e� ective alternative to natural products.

We’re here to help call 01484 666400
to speak to our sales team
Email: info@greysartstone.co.uk or Visit: greysroofi ng.co.uk
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Ecological Building Systems, a leading 
supplier of natural building products for 
sustainable construction, has increased 
its presence at the National Self Build & 
Renovation Centre (NSBRC) in Swindon, 
with its dedicated sustainability and Passive 
House experts available by appointment. 
Self-builders, home renovators, builders 
and architects can arrange a one-to-one 
appointment with Ecological Building 
Systems½ /echnical Specifi cation Advisors 
Neil Turner, Gregg Peel or Dave Judd, at its 

stand (159 & 160) to discuss their projects and answer any questions.
Ecological Building Systems will also be running a Passive House 
Workshop at the NSBRC available for booking by emailing.

info@ecologicalbuildingsystems.com   ecologicalbuildingsystems.com

Sustainable building solutions at NSBRC

SBH07_Ecological Building Systems_Appointments & News_PR.indd   1 19/07/2024   08:54For half a century, Klargester BioDisc 
has been at the forefront of domestic 
and commercial sewage treatment, 
revolutionising the way we manage 
wastewater. Engineered to treat wastewater 
to a high standard, the Klargester BioDisc 
offers silent operation, affordable running 
costs, no odour and a 7 year warranty 
(terms apply). 

Providing customers for 50 years with 
confi dence in the system performance.  

Here’s to 50 years of excellence with Klargester BioDisc – paving the way 
for a cleaner, healthier planet today and for generations to come. Please 
visit the Kingspan Klargester website for more information.

klargester@kingspan.com   klargester.co.uk

Here’s to 50 years of excellence with Klargester
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The world of wastewater treatment 
has become a dynamic, complex, 
and challenging one. Nutrient 

neutrality that requires reductions in 
nitrates and phosphates, reducing 
a��onia leÛels in evyuent] and carLon 
dosing are just some of the factors that 
self-builders need to be aware of.

It is no longer simply a choice between 
that most basic of wastewater solutions 
– the cesspool, the ‘happy medium’ – 
the septic tank, or the ultimate – the 
wastewater treatment plant. 

Now there are choices for wastewater 
treatment plants too – between 
conÛentional yowÉactiÛated sludge 
systems and those employing advanced 
Sequencing Batch Reactor (SBR) 
technology.

One of the main differences between 
these disparate systems is that SBR 
combines various processes during the 
treatment cycle in a single treatment 
zone in a chronological sequence 
w�ic� rules out t�e need vor a clarifierÉ
secondary chamber. 

SBR systems operate in batch cycles 
which generally run two or four times 
every 24 hours to ensure the treatment 
process is identical every time. This 
produces �ig��µualitÞ evyuent.

/raditional continuous yow sÞste�s 
operate on a ‘what goes in, comes 
out,’ basis, so during periods of heavy 
loadingÉinyow] t�e evyuent traÛels 
through the system much more quickly, 
potentiallÞ reducing t�e evyuent µualitÞ.

The technology that SBR uses 
was implemented decades ago for 
Scandinavia, where reducing and 
monitoring phosphate and nitrate 
levels is common practice. More than 
5,000 wastewater treatment systems 
with this technology have already been 
installed throughout Europe to meet 
these challenging discharge constraints, 
achieving an independently tested 
ä.{ �gÉl ov p�osp�ate re�oÛal wit� 
dosing and £.È �gÉl wit�out dosing vor 
domestic systems up to 50 population. 
�enitrification is used to reduce nitrates] 
ac�ieÛing Ç.� �gÉl. 

The SBR process is a modern method 
for cleaning wastewater. Its operational 
yeÝiLilitÞ and eÝcellent process control 
opportunities, combined with the need 
to meet the increasingly stringent 
environmental discharge standards, 
means it is becoming the system of 
choice for well-informed self-builders. 

Bespoke designs utilising advanced 
SBR technology are allowing these 
informed homemakers to meet 
requirements for decreasing discharge 
levels of phosphate, nitrate, and 
ammonia.

SBR technology can be utilised in 
recycled and recyclable plastic tanks 
which are eco-friendly and designed 
for installation using (depending on the 
ground conditions® granular Lackfill] 
which is not only more cost-effective than 
concrete but also quicker to install. The 
system is also cheaper for self-builders 
to run, with lower power consumption 
vro� ä.x� kW�Éd w�ic� eµuates to 
approximately £50 per year, based on a 
cost of £0.25 per kW.

A SBR system is operated by air power 
generated LÞ a LlowerÉco�pressor] 
which means there are no moving parts 
or electrical components inside the 
tank itself. This reduces maintenance 
and replacement costs and makes for a 
�ealt�ier] �ore evficient operation. 

Depending on the objective, the 
system can control oxygen levels 
entering the treatment zone allowing 
nitrification and denitrification treat�ent 
processes, as well as varying the 
duration, frequency, and arrangement of 
the cycle phases. The plant can therefore 
easily be customised. 

Ƃnot�er Lenefit ov t�is �ore adÛanced 
system is it comes with underload 
detection as standard, which allows it 
to operate evficientlÞ wit� up to Çx¯ 
underload q a Lenefit particularlÞ vor 
second homes which are often left 
unoccupied for long periods of time. 
If the system is likely to drop below 
t�e Çx¯ underload t�res�old] carLon 
dosing makes up the shortfall, as well as 
enhancing the treatment performance, 
to ensure low-odour and even odourless 
treatment and extended times between 
tank emptying.

SBR technology also differs to 
conventional systems in that no growth 
bodies are necessary, as the SBR process 
does not require the plastic media which 
can clog and escape from the tank, 
polluting the environment.

As an alternative to standard batch 
cycle timings, SBR systems can also be 
operated depending on t�e fill leÛel] 
according to t�e inyow. �v t�e sÞste�½s 
“buffer” recognises that only a small 
amount of wastewater has entered, it can 
automatically switch to economy mode. 

The SBR process gives self-builders 
much greater control over the treatment 
process, which can be monitored 
and adjusted when needed. While it 
aÛoids t�e need vor traditional tertiarÞÉ
secondary treatment (such as reed 
beds which may become less effective 
over time and during the colder winter 
months), advanced tertiary treatment 
stages, such as UV, chlorination, and 
specialist sand filtration processes] are 
possible with the latest SBR technology.

Whatever the treatment processes, it 
is essential the system is commissioned 
by trained specialists who should also 
be responsible for its maintenance and 
servicing. Some manufacturers offer 
this service for free, as well as extended 
warranties on the technology of their SBR 
systems when the purchaser takes up a 
service agreement with an accredited 
service provider.

David Stagg is technical product 
specialist for Graf UK

Sequencing Batch Reactor technology should be the way forward for 
wastewater management, says David Stagg of Graf UK

Navigating the world 
of wastewater

Site Preparation_ Managing Waste Water - Graf NEW.indd   1 29/07/2024   14:01

SITE PREPARATION

jul/aug 2024  www.sbhonline.co.uk 31

SBHM_0708_2024 19-34.indd   31 29/07/2024   14:39

https://www.graf.info/en/


It was the summer of 2021 and Alissa and 
David were living in London when they 
decided they wanted to stop renting, and put 

down some roots.
“We took advantage of the stamp duty 

holiday,” says Alissa, who works as an account 
director. “We liked north London and started 
looking for somewhere that was walkable to a 
nice high street.”

They found just that in a three-bedroom 
�aisonette on t�e first yoor ov a 6ictorian 
terrace. /�e location was ideal] Lut t�e yat was 
very tired. “It had clearly been a rental,” recalls 
Alissa. “Apart from the period features such as 
fireplaces] eÛerÞt�ing was Leige and unloÛed.»

�espite so little initial appeal] t�e yat did 
have the potential to be improved, and this was 
further underlined by the planning permission 
attached to the attic. Alissa and David instructed 
a structural engineer before completing the 
purchase of their new home to ensure a loft 
conversion was feasible. Once they cleared 
this hurdle, the couple started looking for an 

architect to help them realise their dream of a 
more spacious home, remodelled according to 
their own needs, with a master suite in the attic.

Although David (who works in public affairs), 
and Alissa spoke to several architects, some 
were less than enthusiastic about the project. 
/�en t�eÞ vound 
Ûa 6atâeÛa] director ov 
arta 
Nova online.

“We loved her aesthetic,” says Alissa. “Eva 
shared our vision. Her design and her approach 
were what we needed.” Their brief to Eva was 
to Lrig�ten t�e yat] open up so�e ov t�e roo�s 
and modernise it, creating a calming and joyful 
space. In particular, as both Alissa and David 
work vro� �o�e at ti�es] t�eÞ needed an ovfice 
that could easily be used as a guest room. They 
also wanted an open-plan kitchen, dining and 
liÛing roo� on t�e �ain yoor. 

To achieve all this, they knocked down the 
wall between the kitchen and the master 
bedroom, creating a room with windows to the 
east and west t�at is now yooded wit� lig�t. 
/�e original liÛing roo� is now t�e ovfice and 

Alissa and David Talbot transformed their cramped London maisonette into a 
beautiful and practical home to house their growing family
TEXT ALEXANDRA PRATT IMAGES JOE WHITMORE/CARTA NOVA

HAVING THE VISION
CASE STUDY
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the second bedroom is a nursery. The tiny box 
room – scarcely big enough for a bed – has been 
opened up to the entrance hallway through an 
archway, creating an impression of light and 
space vor anÞone co�ing into t�e yat] as well as 
a useful place for outdoor shoes, buggies and 
wet coats.

“We call it the mud room,” laughs Alissa. 
“Previously, it had no value, but now it’s a 
useable space.” Having a dedicated place for all 
the paraphernalia of life reduces everyday stress 
and t�e yat �as a cal�] intuitiÛe laÞout t�at 
makes much more sense for a growing family. 

The biggest change David and Alissa made 
was the conversion of the loft, but this presented 
challenges from the start. The existing planning 
permission expired quickly after the sale was 
completed and the local planning department 
refused a new application.

“Alissa and David’s original vision for a 
spacious loft master suite running the width of 
t�e yat didn½t �eet planning reµuire�ents. -o 
we created a more imaginative and – crucially – 
�ore yeÝiLle plan t�at �et all ov t�eir needs]» 
explains Eva. “The new loft extension consists of 
two dormers connected seamlessly by an eaves 
skylight. The larger dormer is home to a bright 
master bedroom with an ensuite bathroom in the 
smaller dormer.”

“The double dormer was Eva’s work-around,” 
says Alissa. “It has the feel of a single large 

space, but structurally it’s two.”
With this hurdle successfully cleared, Alissa 

and David were not expecting another to 
follow, but the delay of several months caused 
by the planning refusal resulted in a “drastic” 
rise in quotes for the building work. This Alissa 
attriLutes to t�e conyict in 1kraine] alt�oug� 
prices had been rising for some time following 

oÛid�related supplÞ c�ain proLle�s around 
the globe.

“Our quotes went up by £50,000 - £60,000,” 
saÞs Ƃlissa. ºWe �ad to find co�pro�ises 
elsewhere to save costs.” Those trade-offs 
included not renovating a bathroom and 
keeping the existing kitchen cabinetry, which 
fortunately remained in good condition.

“That was a low point,” admits Alissa. “There 
was nothing tangible to see at that stage and 
we even considered just doing the project in 
two stages to see if costs would fall. In the end, 
we went ahead with the full project, as we felt it 
would be too disruptive to prolong it.”

Despite the stress of decision-making, the 
couple were delighted to discover they were 
eÝpecting a c�ild. 	aLÞ -carlett arriÛed �ust 
three months after they moved into their 
newlÞ renoÛated yat in �ece�Ler ÓäÓÓ] and 
Alissa spent much of her pregnancy living with 
�er in�laws w�ile t�e yat was stripped Lack to 
the studs.

With cost savings in mind, it became David 
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and Alissa’s job to project manage, despite 
originally wanting Eva to do this. However, “Eva 
was such a good partner, she understood our 
priorities and her connection made the process 
easier,” recalls Alissa. 

The couple were also very happy with their 
builders, who were appointed by Eva. “The 
experience of being present as the consulting 
architect while the works took place onsite was 
exciting for all of us. I gave them useful guides 
beforehand, and I was available for them during 
the entire construction phase,” says Eva. “We 
appointed trusted builders that I’ve worked 
with before, so I knew we could rely on their 
expertise and quality of work. The conversation 
between the contractor and clients was smooth 
and straig�tvorward] and t�eÞ velt confident 
knowing I was there if needed.”

One of the underlying goals of the project 
was the desire to complete it as sustainably 
as possiLle] wit�in �aÛid and Ƃlissa½s financial 
constraints. The loft and windows are well 
insulated to keep heating costs as low as 
possible and, along with reusing the existing 
kitchen cabinets, Alissa and David managed to 
avoid plastic-based materials entirely.

“While their sustainability choices may not 
be groundbreaking, they are a thoughtful and 
realistic Lenc��ark vor a lot ov va�ilies w�o find 
themselves renovating period properties on a 
similar budget,” says Eva.

Alissa also insisted on non-toxic paint, timber 
yooring and a natural wool carpet on t�e stairs 
and in the new master suite. Not only does it 
help to delineate the spaces, but it’s also a 
cosy element in the design.

“Period features also make a big difference,” 
says Alissa. “I like mixing period and new and I 
ensured there was a good proportion of vintage 
pieces in the furnishings, some of which have 
been reupholstered. I didn’t want it to look too 
‘catalogue.’” The bright and colourful nursery 
works perfectly with some reconditioned 
6ictorian vurniture. Ƃlissa also c�ose new fittings 
carefully, with an emphasis on quality and 
�odern classics. /�e lig�t fiÝtures vro� -o�o 
Home in particular are “really beautiful,” 
says Alissa.

Although the heating system did not require 
an upgrade, David and Alissa also decided not 
to install air conditioning, “which is a regret,” 
says Alissa. “It’s not eco-friendly, but we need to 
use electrics to cool t�e yat. Ƃir conditioning is 
too big to install afterwards.”

Despite being very organised, Alissa still 
found the need to make all the little decisions 
overwhelming, especially around delivery and 
lead times. 

“We were so fortunate to have Eva, especially 
as we were living away and working full-time. 
Eva combines the technical understanding of 
the planning process as an architect but also has 
the imagination and style to help you design 
and vurnis� t�e interior. -�e does all t�is wit� a 
warmth; we needed an architect who believed 
in our project (plenty did not, it must be said) 
and who could answer any and all of our many 
questions, fears and hopes with good grace.”

One area where Alissa found costs ran away 
from her was in the kitchen. Despite keeping 
the original cabinetry, the couple did add an 
island] wit� a s�art countertop vro� 
osentino] 
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DRILL 
PRESSES
Range of precision 

bench & fl oor 
presses for 
enthusiast, 
engineering & 
industrial 
applications

B = Bench 
mounted 
F = Floor 
standing 

model
Motor (W) 

Speeds exc.VAT inc.VAT
CDP5EB 350 / 5 £99.95 £119.94
CDP102B 350 / 5 £115.95 £139.14
CDP152B 450 / 12 £209.00 £250.80
CDP352F* 550 / 16 £329.00 £394.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£99.95

£119.94 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

CDP102B

 ELECTRIC
TILE CUTTERS

  INVERTER
GENERATORS

ELECTRIC
COMPACTOR PLATE

HEAVY DUTY
SUB PUMPS

 GENERATORS

HYUNDAI DIESEL 
GENERATORS UP TO 125KVA

HYUNDAI DIESEL 
GENERATORS UP TO 125KVA

ALSO

PG3800A

* with 
wheels

230
VOLT

23KG

400x320mm

*Handles 
solids up 
to 35mm 
diameter

Model
Max Flow 

LPM
Max 
Head exc.VAT inc.VAT

CSE400A 115 8.0m £48.99 £58.79
PSV3A* 133 8.0m £49.98 £59.98
HIPPO 2 (230V) 85 6.0m £69.98 £83.98
PSP125B 116 7m £75.98 £91.18
PSV5A#* 217 8m £59.98 £71.98

HIPPO 2

 8" SLIDING
COMPOUND
MITRE SAW
• 2000W motor
• Laser Guide

CMS216S

ETC8

IG1700F

1700W

Model
Max 

Output Sockets
Weight 

kg
exc.
VAT

inc.
VAT

IG1700F 1700W 2 22 £249.00 £298.80
IG3500AF 3400W 2 35 £359.00 £430.80

IG3500AF

3400W

HULK

WET
& DRY 
VACUUM
CLEANERS

Compact, high 
performance wet & dry 
vacuum cleaners for 
use around the home, 
workshop, garage etc. CVAC20P

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£48.99

£58.79 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

 DRYWALL SANDERS

 Ideal for dry sanding 
& smoothing hard to 

reach areas 

DRILL 
PRESSES
Range of precision 

 DRYWALL SANDERS

 Ideal for dry sanding 
& smoothing hard to 

AVAILABLE IN

230
&

 Ideal for dry sanding 

&

110
VOLT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£109.00

£130.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

DUST 
EXTRACTION 

OUTLET

DWS225LR

CONSN18LIC 18V LI-ION 
STAPLER/NAILER WITH 
1X2.0AH BATTERY

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£129.98

£155.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

BEST
SELLER

PRO TOOL CHESTS & CABINETS

The 
ultimate 
in tool 
storage

Model Description exc.VAT inc.VAT
CTC900C 9 dr chest £89.98 £107.98
CTC500C 5 dr cabinet £149.98 £179.98
CBB209C 9 dr chest £154.99 £185.99
CTC700C 7 dr cabinet £179.98 £215.98
CTC1300C 13 dr set £189.98 £227.98
CBB217C 7 dr cabinet £279.00 £334.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£89.98

£107.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

ELECTRIC 
EARTH BORER 
WITH AUGER 
DRILL

CEMENT 
MIXERS

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£209.98

£251.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

Model
Power 

(W)
Cap. 
(mm) exc.VAT inc.VAT

CRD1100 1100 13-40 £64.99 £77.99
CON1200RD 1200 13-40 £79.98 £95.98
CON720RHD 720 13-40 £89.98 £107.98
CON1500RDV 1500 13-40 £99.98 £119.98

Powerful heavy duty professional
drill ideal for trade use

CON1500RDV

ROTARY HAMMER DRILLS

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£64.99

£77.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£189.99

£227.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£159.00

£190.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£59.98

£71.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

Model Volts KVA HP
exc.
VAT

WAS
inc.VAT

inc.
VAT

PG2500A 230 2.2 5.6 £209.00 £262.80 £250.80
PG3800A 230 3 5.6 £239.00 £322.80 £286.80
PG3800ADV 230/110 3 5.6 £279.00 £358.80 £334.80
PG6500ADVES* 230/110 5.5 9.7 £519.00 £646.80 £622.80

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM ONLY

WAS £286.80 inc.VAT

£225.00

£270.00 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PETROL DUMPER TRUCK

CDT300

300
KG

PRICE CUT
DOUBLE

WAS £1438.80 inc.VAT

£1099.00

£1318.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

BIG
125LTR
bucket

PRICE CUT
DOUBLE

DOUBLE 
WAS £59.98 inc.VAT

£47.99

£57.59 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

* WAS £406.80 inc.VAT

# WAS £83.98 inc.VAT

TURBO AIR 
COMPRESSORS

Superb range ideal for DIY, 
hobby & semi-professional use

TIGER 
16/1050

Model Motor CFM Tank
exc.
VAT

WAS 
inc.VAT inc.VAT

8/260 2HP 7 24ltr £109.98 £143.98 £131.98
11/550 2.5HP 9.3 50ltr £169.98 £215.98 £203.98
16/550 3HP 14.5 50ltr £239.00 £298.80 £286.80
16/1050 3HP 14.5 100ltr £299.00 £370.80 £358.80

PRICE CUT
NOW FROM ONLY

DOUBLE 
WAS £143.98 inc.VAT

£109.98

£131.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRICE CUT
DOUBLE

DOUBLE 
WAS £454.80 inc.VAT

£359.00

£430.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRICE CUT
DOUBLE

DOUBLE 
WAS £310.80 inc.VAT

£249.00

£298.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

BENCH 
BUFFERS/
POLISHERS
 For a brilliant shine

Model Dia. exc.VAT inc.VAT
CBB150* 150mm £74.99 £89.99
CBB200 200mm £94.99 £113.99
CHDB500# 150mm £122.99 £147.59
CBB250 250mm £169.95 £203.94

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£74.99

£89.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

CHAINSAW 
LOGBUSTER 

CECS405D

FROM ONLY
DOUBLEDOUBLE 
FOOTER

£89.98

£107.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

BEST
SELLER

H4

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£249.00

£298.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

BEST
SELLER

CON1150

CDT300

 INC. DISC
& HANDLE

Model Disc (mm) Motor exc.VAT inc.VAT
CAG800B 115 800W £29.98 £35.98
CON1150 115 1150W £36.99 £44.39
CAG2350C 230 2350W £69.98 £83.98

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£29.98

£35.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ANGLE GRINDERS

CCM125D

GARAGES/
WORKSHOPS

Ideal for use as a garage/
workshop Extra tough triple 
layer cover Heavy duty powder 
coated steel tubing Ratchet tight 
tensioning

Model size (LxWxH) exc.VAT inc.VAT
CIG81212 3.6x3.6x2.5m £249.00 £298.80
CIG81015 4.5x3x2.4m £279.00 £334.80
CIG81216 4.9x3.7x2.5m £329.00 £394.80
CIG81020 6.1x3x2.4m £349.00 £418.80
CIG81220 6.1x3.7x2.5m £399.00 £478.80
CIG81224 7.3x3.7x2.5m £499.00 £598.80
CIG1432 9.7x4.3x3.65m £1099.00 £1318.80
CIG1640 12x4.9x4.3m £2599.00 £3118.80

CIG81212

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£249.00

£298.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ZIP CLOSE DOOR

BRIGHT 
WHITE 

INTERIOR

BIG 16" 
ALL

TERRAIN 
TYRES

6.5HP

4 WHEEL DRIVE

3 forward gears with reverse Narrow 
760mm width, fi ts through most doorways

SDS
+

KEEPS THE 
WEATHER 

OUT!

AVAILABLE IN

230
&&

110
VOLT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£209.00

£250.80 inc.VAT
exc.VATBEST

SELLER
CEA150

 HIGH 
VELOCITY FANS 

CPF18B100

CFF18B100

18"18"

Ideal for creating a 
powerful air fl ow, suitable 
for both domestic & 
commercial locations

3 Speeds Tilts to adjust 
direction of air fl ow

Model Size exc.VAT inc.VAT
CBF20# 20" £39.98 £47.98
CFF18B100* 18" £45.99 £55.19
CPF18B100 18" £59.98 £71.98

* WAS £56.38 inc.VAT
# WAS £52.79 inc.VAT

PRICE CUT
NOW FROM ONLY

DOUBLE 
WAS £52.79 inc.VAT

£39.98

£47.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

  BARNSLEY Pontefract Rd, Barnsley, S71 1HA 01226 732297
B’HAM GREAT BARR 4 Birmingham Rd. 0121 358 7977
B’HAM HAY MILLS 1152 Coventry Rd, Hay Mills  0121 7713433
BOLTON 1 Thynne St. BL3 6BD 01204 365799
BRADFORD 105-107 Manningham Lane. BD1 3BN 01274 390962
BRIGHTON 123 Lewes Rd, BN2 3QB 01273 915999
BRISTOL 1-3 Church Rd, Lawrence Hill. BS5 9JJ 0117 935 1060
BURTON UPON TRENT 12a Lichfi eld St. DE14 3QZ 01283 564 708
CAMBRIDGE 181-183 Histon Road, Cambridge. CB4 3HL 01223 322675
CARDIFF 44-46 City Rd. CF24 3DN 029 2046 5424
CARLISLE 85 London Rd. CA1 2LG 01228 591666
CHELTENHAM 84 Fairview Road. GL52 2EH 01242 514 402
CHESTER 43-45 St. James Street. CH1 3EY 01244 311258
COLCHESTER 4 North Station Rd. CO1 1RE 01206 762831
COVENTRY Bishop St. CV1 1HT 024 7622 4227
CROYDON 423-427 Brighton Rd, Sth Croydon 020 8763 0640
DARLINGTON 214 Northgate. DL1 1RB 01325 380 841
DEAL (KENT) 182-186 High St. CT14 6BQ 01304 373 434
DERBY Derwent St. DE1 2ED 01332 290 931
DONCASTER Wheatley Hall Road 01302 245 999
DUNDEE 24-26 Trades Lane. DD1 3ET 01382 225 140
EDINBURGH 163-171 Piersfi eld Terrace  0131 659 5919

EXETER 16 Trusham Rd. EX2 8QG 01392 256 744
GATESHEAD 50 Lobley Hill Rd. NE8 4YJ 0191 493 2520
GLASGOW 280 Gt Western Rd. G4 9EJ 0141 332 9231
GLOUCESTER 221A Barton St. GL1 4HY 01452 417 948
GRIMSBY ELLIS WAY, DN32 9BD 01472 354435
HULL 8-10 Holderness Rd. HU9 1EG 01482 223161
ILFORD 746-748 Eastern Ave. IG2 7HU 0208 518 4286
IPSWICH Unit 1 Ipswich Trade Centre, Commercial Road 01473 221253
LEEDS 227-229 Kirkstall Rd. LS4 2AS 0113 231 0400
LEICESTER 69 Melton Rd. LE4 6PN 0116 261 0688
LINCOLN Unit 5. The Pelham Centre. LN5 8HG 01522 543 036
LIVERPOOL 80-88 London Rd. L3 5NF 0151 709 4484
LONDON CATFORD 289/291 Southend Lane SE6 3RS 0208 695 5684   
LONDON 6 Kendal Parade, Edmonton N18 020 8803 0861
LONDON 503-507 Lea Bridge Rd. Leyton, E10 020 8558 8284
LUTON Unit 1, 326 Dunstable Rd, Luton LU4 8JS 01582 728 063
MAIDSTONE 57 Upper Stone St. ME15 6HE 01622 769 572         
MANCHESTER ALTRINCHAM 71 Manchester Rd. Altrincham 0161 9412 666
MANCHESTER CENTRAL 209 Bury New Road M8 8DU 0161 241 1851   
MANCHESTER OPENSHAW Unit 5, Tower Mill, Ashton Old Rd 0161 223 8376   
MANSFIELD 169 Chesterfi eld Rd. South 01623 622160
MIDDLESBROUGH Mandale Triangle, Thornaby 01642 677881

NORWICH 282a Heigham St. NR2 4LZ 01603 766402
NORTHAMPTON Beckett Retail Park, St James’ Mill Rd 01604 267840
NOTTINGHAM 211 Lower Parliament St. 0115 956 1811
PETERBOROUGH 417 Lincoln Rd. Millfi eld 01733 311770
PLYMOUTH 58-64 Embankment Rd. PL4 9HY 01752 254050
POOLE 137-139 Bournemouth Rd. Parkstone 01202 717913
PORTSMOUTH 277-283 Copnor Rd. Copnor 023 9265 4777
PRESTON 53 Blackpool Rd. PR2 6BU 01772 703263
SHEFFIELD 453 London Rd. Heeley. S2 4HJ 0114 258 0831
SIDCUP 13 Blackfen Parade, Blackfen Rd  0208 3042069
SOUTHAMPTON 516-518 Portswood Rd. 023 8055 7788
SOUTHEND 1139-1141 London Rd. Leigh on Sea  01702 483 742
STOKE-ON-TRENT 382-396 Waterloo Rd. Hanley 01782 287321
SUNDERLAND 13-15 Ryhope Rd. Grangetown 0191 510 8773
SWANSEA 7 Samlet Rd. Llansamlet. SA7 9AG 01792 792969
SWINDON 21 Victoria Rd. SN1 3AW 01793 491717
TWICKENHAM 83-85 Heath Rd.TW1 4AW 020 8892 9117
WARRINGTON Unit 3, Hawley’s Trade Pk.  01925 630 937
WIGAN 2 Harrison Street, WN5 9AU 01942 323 785  
WOLVERHAMPTON Parkfi eld Rd. Bilston 01902 494186
WORCESTER 48a Upper Tything. WR1 1JZ 01905 723451

 VISIT YOUR LOCAL SUPERSTORE Open Mon-Fri 8.30-6.00, Sat 8.30-5.30, Sun 10.00-4.00
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called Dekton. Derived from natural minerals, a 
proprietary ultra compaction process creates a 
surface that has no defects, or porosity.

“The one we chose was very expensive,” 
says Alissa. “But we had set our hearts on it 
and nothing else was as beautiful. However, 
we now use it every day and it has become the 
centrepiece of our house.”

With cost control in mind, Alissa and David 
were conscious ov not ¼oÛer deÛeloping½ t�e yat.

“We didn’t want to over-invest, as it is not 
big enough to be our forever home,” explains 
Alissa. “David and I were on the same page with 

design and aesthetics, so we really considered 
the expenditure.”

After so many challenges, moving in was 
a real high point for Alissa and David. Alissa 
in particular found she felt rewarded for key 
decisions they had made relating to the 
layout and for sticking to their guns on what 
they wanted.

“We’re really proud of what we have brought 
to life,” Alissa says. “We look around and think 
‘wow, we really did that!’”

/�e yat is a lig�t�filled] welco�ing] adaptaLle 
home, replacing the cramped old layout of two 

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

DESIGN
Eva Vatzeva of Carta Nova
www.carta-nova.com

PAINT
Mylands; Paper & Paint 
Library
www.mylands.com 
paintandpaperlibrary.com

KITCHEN COUNTERTOP
Dekton
www.cosentino.com

LIGHT FIXTURES
Soho Home
www.sohohome.com
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DRILL 
PRESSES
Range of precision 

bench & fl oor 
presses for 
enthusiast, 
engineering & 
industrial 
applications

B = Bench 
mounted 
F = Floor 
standing 

model
Motor (W) 

Speeds exc.VAT inc.VAT
CDP5EB 350 / 5 £99.95 £119.94
CDP102B 350 / 5 £115.95 £139.14
CDP152B 450 / 12 £209.00 £250.80
CDP352F* 550 / 16 £329.00 £394.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£99.95

£119.94 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

CDP102B

 ELECTRIC
TILE CUTTERS

  INVERTER
GENERATORS

ELECTRIC
COMPACTOR PLATE

HEAVY DUTY
SUB PUMPS

 GENERATORS

HYUNDAI DIESEL 
GENERATORS UP TO 125KVA

HYUNDAI DIESEL 
GENERATORS UP TO 125KVA

ALSO

PG3800A

* with 
wheels

230
VOLT

23KG

400x320mm

*Handles 
solids up 
to 35mm 
diameter

Model
Max Flow 

LPM
Max 
Head exc.VAT inc.VAT

CSE400A 115 8.0m £48.99 £58.79
PSV3A* 133 8.0m £49.98 £59.98
HIPPO 2 (230V) 85 6.0m £69.98 £83.98
PSP125B 116 7m £75.98 £91.18
PSV5A#* 217 8m £59.98 £71.98

HIPPO 2

 8" SLIDING
COMPOUND
MITRE SAW
• 2000W motor
• Laser Guide

CMS216S

ETC8

IG1700F

1700W

Model
Max 

Output Sockets
Weight 

kg
exc.
VAT

inc.
VAT

IG1700F 1700W 2 22 £249.00 £298.80
IG3500AF 3400W 2 35 £359.00 £430.80

IG3500AF

3400W

HULK

WET
& DRY 
VACUUM
CLEANERS

Compact, high 
performance wet & dry 
vacuum cleaners for 
use around the home, 
workshop, garage etc. CVAC20P

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£48.99

£58.79 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

 DRYWALL SANDERS

 Ideal for dry sanding 
& smoothing hard to 

reach areas 

DRILL 
PRESSES
Range of precision 

 DRYWALL SANDERS

 Ideal for dry sanding 
& smoothing hard to 

AVAILABLE IN

230
&

 Ideal for dry sanding 

&

110
VOLT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£109.00

£130.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

DUST 
EXTRACTION 

OUTLET

DWS225LR

CONSN18LIC 18V LI-ION 
STAPLER/NAILER WITH 
1X2.0AH BATTERY

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£129.98

£155.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

BEST
SELLER

PRO TOOL CHESTS & CABINETS

The 
ultimate 
in tool 
storage

Model Description exc.VAT inc.VAT
CTC900C 9 dr chest £89.98 £107.98
CTC500C 5 dr cabinet £149.98 £179.98
CBB209C 9 dr chest £154.99 £185.99
CTC700C 7 dr cabinet £179.98 £215.98
CTC1300C 13 dr set £189.98 £227.98
CBB217C 7 dr cabinet £279.00 £334.80

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£89.98

£107.98 inc.VAT
EXC.VAT

ELECTRIC 
EARTH BORER 
WITH AUGER 
DRILL

CEMENT 
MIXERS

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£209.98

£251.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

Model
Power 

(W)
Cap. 
(mm) exc.VAT inc.VAT

CRD1100 1100 13-40 £64.99 £77.99
CON1200RD 1200 13-40 £79.98 £95.98
CON720RHD 720 13-40 £89.98 £107.98
CON1500RDV 1500 13-40 £99.98 £119.98

Powerful heavy duty professional
drill ideal for trade use

CON1500RDV

ROTARY HAMMER DRILLS

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£64.99

£77.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£189.99

£227.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£159.00

£190.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£59.98

£71.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

Model Volts KVA HP
exc.
VAT

WAS
inc.VAT

inc.
VAT

PG2500A 230 2.2 5.6 £209.00 £262.80 £250.80
PG3800A 230 3 5.6 £239.00 £322.80 £286.80
PG3800ADV 230/110 3 5.6 £279.00 £358.80 £334.80
PG6500ADVES* 230/110 5.5 9.7 £519.00 £646.80 £622.80

PRICE CUT 
NOW FROM ONLY

WAS £286.80 inc.VAT

£225.00

£270.00 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PETROL DUMPER TRUCK

CDT300

300
KG

PRICE CUT
DOUBLE

WAS £1438.80 inc.VAT

£1099.00

£1318.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

BIG
125LTR
bucket

PRICE CUT
DOUBLE

DOUBLE 
WAS £59.98 inc.VAT

£47.99

£57.59 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

* WAS £406.80 inc.VAT

# WAS £83.98 inc.VAT

TURBO AIR 
COMPRESSORS

Superb range ideal for DIY, 
hobby & semi-professional use

TIGER 
16/1050

Model Motor CFM Tank
exc.
VAT

WAS 
inc.VAT inc.VAT

8/260 2HP 7 24ltr £109.98 £143.98 £131.98
11/550 2.5HP 9.3 50ltr £169.98 £215.98 £203.98
16/550 3HP 14.5 50ltr £239.00 £298.80 £286.80
16/1050 3HP 14.5 100ltr £299.00 £370.80 £358.80

PRICE CUT
NOW FROM ONLY

DOUBLE 
WAS £143.98 inc.VAT

£109.98

£131.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRICE CUT
DOUBLE

DOUBLE 
WAS £454.80 inc.VAT

£359.00

£430.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

PRICE CUT
DOUBLE

DOUBLE 
WAS £310.80 inc.VAT

£249.00

£298.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

BENCH 
BUFFERS/
POLISHERS
 For a brilliant shine

Model Dia. exc.VAT inc.VAT
CBB150* 150mm £74.99 £89.99
CBB200 200mm £94.99 £113.99
CHDB500# 150mm £122.99 £147.59
CBB250 250mm £169.95 £203.94

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£74.99

£89.99 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

CHAINSAW 
LOGBUSTER 

CECS405D

FROM ONLY
DOUBLEDOUBLE 
FOOTER

£89.98

£107.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

BEST
SELLER

H4

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£249.00

£298.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

BEST
SELLER

CON1150

CDT300

 INC. DISC
& HANDLE

Model Disc (mm) Motor exc.VAT inc.VAT
CAG800B 115 800W £29.98 £35.98
CON1150 115 1150W £36.99 £44.39
CAG2350C 230 2350W £69.98 £83.98

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE
DOUBLE 
FOOTER

£29.98

£35.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ANGLE GRINDERS

CCM125D

GARAGES/
WORKSHOPS

Ideal for use as a garage/
workshop Extra tough triple 
layer cover Heavy duty powder 
coated steel tubing Ratchet tight 
tensioning

Model size (LxWxH) exc.VAT inc.VAT
CIG81212 3.6x3.6x2.5m £249.00 £298.80
CIG81015 4.5x3x2.4m £279.00 £334.80
CIG81216 4.9x3.7x2.5m £329.00 £394.80
CIG81020 6.1x3x2.4m £349.00 £418.80
CIG81220 6.1x3.7x2.5m £399.00 £478.80
CIG81224 7.3x3.7x2.5m £499.00 £598.80
CIG1432 9.7x4.3x3.65m £1099.00 £1318.80
CIG1640 12x4.9x4.3m £2599.00 £3118.80

CIG81212

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£249.00

£298.80 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

ZIP CLOSE DOOR

BRIGHT 
WHITE 

INTERIOR

BIG 16" 
ALL

TERRAIN 
TYRES

6.5HP

4 WHEEL DRIVE

3 forward gears with reverse Narrow 
760mm width, fi ts through most doorways

SDS
+

KEEPS THE 
WEATHER 

OUT!

AVAILABLE IN

230
&&

110
VOLT

FROM ONLY
DOUBLE

DOUBLE FOOTER

£209.00

£250.80 inc.VAT
exc.VATBEST

SELLER
CEA150

 HIGH 
VELOCITY FANS 

CPF18B100

CFF18B100

18"18"

Ideal for creating a 
powerful air fl ow, suitable 
for both domestic & 
commercial locations

3 Speeds Tilts to adjust 
direction of air fl ow

Model Size exc.VAT inc.VAT
CBF20# 20" £39.98 £47.98
CFF18B100* 18" £45.99 £55.19
CPF18B100 18" £59.98 £71.98

* WAS £56.38 inc.VAT
# WAS £52.79 inc.VAT

PRICE CUT
NOW FROM ONLY

DOUBLE 
WAS £52.79 inc.VAT

£39.98

£47.98 inc.VAT
exc.VAT

  BARNSLEY Pontefract Rd, Barnsley, S71 1HA 01226 732297
B’HAM GREAT BARR 4 Birmingham Rd. 0121 358 7977
B’HAM HAY MILLS 1152 Coventry Rd, Hay Mills  0121 7713433
BOLTON 1 Thynne St. BL3 6BD 01204 365799
BRADFORD 105-107 Manningham Lane. BD1 3BN 01274 390962
BRIGHTON 123 Lewes Rd, BN2 3QB 01273 915999
BRISTOL 1-3 Church Rd, Lawrence Hill. BS5 9JJ 0117 935 1060
BURTON UPON TRENT 12a Lichfi eld St. DE14 3QZ 01283 564 708
CAMBRIDGE 181-183 Histon Road, Cambridge. CB4 3HL 01223 322675
CARDIFF 44-46 City Rd. CF24 3DN 029 2046 5424
CARLISLE 85 London Rd. CA1 2LG 01228 591666
CHELTENHAM 84 Fairview Road. GL52 2EH 01242 514 402
CHESTER 43-45 St. James Street. CH1 3EY 01244 311258
COLCHESTER 4 North Station Rd. CO1 1RE 01206 762831
COVENTRY Bishop St. CV1 1HT 024 7622 4227
CROYDON 423-427 Brighton Rd, Sth Croydon 020 8763 0640
DARLINGTON 214 Northgate. DL1 1RB 01325 380 841
DEAL (KENT) 182-186 High St. CT14 6BQ 01304 373 434
DERBY Derwent St. DE1 2ED 01332 290 931
DONCASTER Wheatley Hall Road 01302 245 999
DUNDEE 24-26 Trades Lane. DD1 3ET 01382 225 140
EDINBURGH 163-171 Piersfi eld Terrace  0131 659 5919

EXETER 16 Trusham Rd. EX2 8QG 01392 256 744
GATESHEAD 50 Lobley Hill Rd. NE8 4YJ 0191 493 2520
GLASGOW 280 Gt Western Rd. G4 9EJ 0141 332 9231
GLOUCESTER 221A Barton St. GL1 4HY 01452 417 948
GRIMSBY ELLIS WAY, DN32 9BD 01472 354435
HULL 8-10 Holderness Rd. HU9 1EG 01482 223161
ILFORD 746-748 Eastern Ave. IG2 7HU 0208 518 4286
IPSWICH Unit 1 Ipswich Trade Centre, Commercial Road 01473 221253
LEEDS 227-229 Kirkstall Rd. LS4 2AS 0113 231 0400
LEICESTER 69 Melton Rd. LE4 6PN 0116 261 0688
LINCOLN Unit 5. The Pelham Centre. LN5 8HG 01522 543 036
LIVERPOOL 80-88 London Rd. L3 5NF 0151 709 4484
LONDON CATFORD 289/291 Southend Lane SE6 3RS 0208 695 5684   
LONDON 6 Kendal Parade, Edmonton N18 020 8803 0861
LONDON 503-507 Lea Bridge Rd. Leyton, E10 020 8558 8284
LUTON Unit 1, 326 Dunstable Rd, Luton LU4 8JS 01582 728 063
MAIDSTONE 57 Upper Stone St. ME15 6HE 01622 769 572         
MANCHESTER ALTRINCHAM 71 Manchester Rd. Altrincham 0161 9412 666
MANCHESTER CENTRAL 209 Bury New Road M8 8DU 0161 241 1851   
MANCHESTER OPENSHAW Unit 5, Tower Mill, Ashton Old Rd 0161 223 8376   
MANSFIELD 169 Chesterfi eld Rd. South 01623 622160
MIDDLESBROUGH Mandale Triangle, Thornaby 01642 677881

NORWICH 282a Heigham St. NR2 4LZ 01603 766402
NORTHAMPTON Beckett Retail Park, St James’ Mill Rd 01604 267840
NOTTINGHAM 211 Lower Parliament St. 0115 956 1811
PETERBOROUGH 417 Lincoln Rd. Millfi eld 01733 311770
PLYMOUTH 58-64 Embankment Rd. PL4 9HY 01752 254050
POOLE 137-139 Bournemouth Rd. Parkstone 01202 717913
PORTSMOUTH 277-283 Copnor Rd. Copnor 023 9265 4777
PRESTON 53 Blackpool Rd. PR2 6BU 01772 703263
SHEFFIELD 453 London Rd. Heeley. S2 4HJ 0114 258 0831
SIDCUP 13 Blackfen Parade, Blackfen Rd  0208 3042069
SOUTHAMPTON 516-518 Portswood Rd. 023 8055 7788
SOUTHEND 1139-1141 London Rd. Leigh on Sea  01702 483 742
STOKE-ON-TRENT 382-396 Waterloo Rd. Hanley 01782 287321
SUNDERLAND 13-15 Ryhope Rd. Grangetown 0191 510 8773
SWANSEA 7 Samlet Rd. Llansamlet. SA7 9AG 01792 792969
SWINDON 21 Victoria Rd. SN1 3AW 01793 491717
TWICKENHAM 83-85 Heath Rd.TW1 4AW 020 8892 9117
WARRINGTON Unit 3, Hawley’s Trade Pk.  01925 630 937
WIGAN 2 Harrison Street, WN5 9AU 01942 323 785  
WOLVERHAMPTON Parkfi eld Rd. Bilston 01902 494186
WORCESTER 48a Upper Tything. WR1 1JZ 01905 723451
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called Dekton. Derived from natural minerals, a 
proprietary ultra compaction process creates a 
surface that has no defects, or porosity.

“The one we chose was very expensive,” 
says Alissa. “But we had set our hearts on it 
and nothing else was as beautiful. However, 
we now use it every day and it has become the 
centrepiece of our house.”

With cost control in mind, Alissa and David 
were conscious ov not ¼oÛer deÛeloping½ t�e yat.

“We didn’t want to over-invest, as it is not 
big enough to be our forever home,” explains 
Alissa. “David and I were on the same page with 

design and aesthetics, so we really considered 
the expenditure.”

After so many challenges, moving in was 
a real high point for Alissa and David. Alissa 
in particular found she felt rewarded for key 
decisions they had made relating to the 
layout and for sticking to their guns on what 
they wanted.

“We’re really proud of what we have brought 
to life,” Alissa says. “We look around and think 
‘wow, we really did that!’”

/�e yat is a lig�t�filled] welco�ing] adaptaLle 
home, replacing the cramped old layout of two 

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

DESIGN
Eva Vatzeva of Carta Nova
www.carta-nova.com

PAINT
Mylands; Paper & Paint 
Library
www.mylands.com 
paintandpaperlibrary.com

KITCHEN COUNTERTOP
Dekton
www.cosentino.com

LIGHT FIXTURES
Soho Home
www.sohohome.com
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ALISSA & DAVID’S 
TOP TIPS

* Try to determine what items will 
cost in advance. Inventory what 
you already have and what you 
want. We didn’t consider that we 
have very expensive taste!
* Ensure your builder comes very 
highly recommended; ours made 
the process so much less stressful.

bedrooms, one bathroom, a box room, and 
a small separate kitchen and living room. For 
Alissa, the biggest success of the project is the 
converted loft, which was always the priority, 
thanks to the space it brings to their home.

º�Þ vaÛourite t�ing aLout t�e yat now is t�e 
view from the loft bed,” says Alissa. “It looks 
into the green belt, so it is just trees. It changes 
all the time and there’s tons of wildlife. It’s very 
beautiful, it feels like you are in a nest.”

Looking back, after a year of living in their 
new �o�e and LaLÞ -carlett now approac�ing 

toddler age, it seems the best decision David 
and Alissa made was simply to do the project in 
t�e first place. Ƃ once outdated and cra�ped 
yat on �ust one yoor ov an old Luilding is now a 
war�] Lrig�t] yeÝiLle and generous �o�e vor a 
growing family.

“Our best build decision was to take the 
punt,” says Alissa. “It all started with making 
the loft into the primary bedroom and creating 
open-plan living. It now feels bigger than it is. 
It’s so rewarding to transform your vision into 
a success.“

Uplands Road Case Study - Alexandra Pratt.indd   8 23/07/2024   09:40
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ALISSA & DAVID’S 
TOP TIPS

* Try to determine what items will 
cost in advance. Inventory what 
you already have and what you 
want. We didn’t consider that we 
have very expensive taste!
* Ensure your builder comes very 
highly recommended; ours made 
the process so much less stressful.

bedrooms, one bathroom, a box room, and 
a small separate kitchen and living room. For 
Alissa, the biggest success of the project is the 
converted loft, which was always the priority, 
thanks to the space it brings to their home.

º�Þ vaÛourite t�ing aLout t�e yat now is t�e 
view from the loft bed,” says Alissa. “It looks 
into the green belt, so it is just trees. It changes 
all the time and there’s tons of wildlife. It’s very 
beautiful, it feels like you are in a nest.”

Looking back, after a year of living in their 
new �o�e and LaLÞ -carlett now approac�ing 

toddler age, it seems the best decision David 
and Alissa made was simply to do the project in 
t�e first place. Ƃ once outdated and cra�ped 
yat on �ust one yoor ov an old Luilding is now a 
war�] Lrig�t] yeÝiLle and generous �o�e vor a 
growing family.

“Our best build decision was to take the 
punt,” says Alissa. “It all started with making 
the loft into the primary bedroom and creating 
open-plan living. It now feels bigger than it is. 
It’s so rewarding to transform your vision into 
a success.“
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Any structural method created in a 
factory away from the building 
site comes under the bracket 

of offsite manufacture. It is a broad 
term covering a number of options, 
namely, timber frame, SIPs (structural 
insulated panel systems) and oak frame, 
all Lenefiting vro� en�anced energÞ 
evficiencÞ] s�ort construction ti�escales 
and guaranteed build quality. Along 
with vastly reduced running costs, it is 
clear that there are compelling reasons 
to specify one of these systems for your 
self-build project.

OFFSITE MANUFACTURE EXPLAINED
Intelligent, integrated construction 
systems such as closed panel timber 

frame, SIPs and volumetric modular 
options are now driving innovation in the 
timber industry, thus giving you more 
choice than the classic kit systems and 
panelised solutions.

Fundamentally, offsite construction 
describes structural systems that are 
factory-manufactured to an advanced 
level to allow for onsite assembly (as 
opposed to construction) via controlled 
installation processes. Exact levels of 
prefabrication can vary, from factory-
fitted insulation and pre�cut serÛice 
channels through to panels that come 
complete with windows and doors 
alreadÞ installed. 
Ûen internal finis�es 
and external cladding can be pre-applied 
– especially where volumetric modular 

construction techniques are used.

SIX REASONS TO CHOOSE OFFSITE 
CONSTRUCTION

1. SPEED OF CONSTRUCTION
The high degree of factory prefabrication 
enables a rapid build process, which will 
not be adversely affected by inclement 
weather and buildings can easily be 
watertight in around seven to 10 days.

2. BUILD COST AND PROGRAMME CERTAINTY
Scheduling and costing are more 
predictable with offsite construction as 
the design and planning are all carried 
out with precision before any systems 
reach site. Onsite installation of panels is 

The Structural Timber Association talks through the superior accuracy and 
control involved in using timber-based offsite technology and how this can 
provide self-builders with the ultimate solution

6he Denefits of offsKte 
mCnufCEtureF tKmDer 
s[stems

Timber - STA.indd   1 26/06/2024   11:47
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/he comprehensive product range offered by waterproofi ng and timber treatment specialist /riton 
Systems, part of the Wykamol Group, has proved to be the perfect fi t for a �ent self-builder 
undertaking his fi rst self-build project in challenging ground conditions. /he solution recommended 
by 7ykamol Group½s technical team is typical of the manufacturer½s double indemnity approach, 
employing both tanking and internal drainage products, ensuring any water which does penetrate the 
structure is safely removed\ in this case by gravity rather than using a sump pump. Internally, the walls 
are lined with the BBA approved 7ykamol-/riton½s 
Mn 7aterproofi ng Membrane, while a layer of 

M20 will be laid across the top of the y oor slab. Both of these products are made from high density 
polyethylene and are installed with their n mm or 20 mm studs against the face of the concrete. /hey 
will drain into the manufacturer½s Aµuachannel which will be installed around the entire perimeter 
of the basement and conduct any water outside to connect with the land drains. Sureproof 1ltra 
comprises a very stable polyethylene fi lm offering a consistent reaction to longitudinal and transverse 
forces, having been developed for the waterproofi ng of basements, foundations, walls and y at or 
ventilated roof structures. /he self-adhesive material is self-sealing and forms an effective barrier 
against methane and radon while being resistant to chemicals and physical damage.

01282 473 100   www.wykamol.com

Shielding basement structure using Wykamol/Triton system

SBH07_Wykamol_Structural Components - Waterproofing : Basements_DPR.indd   1 19/07/2024   09:37

Selfbuilder & Homemaker website
The Selfbuilder & Homemaker website is an
online provider of past and present
products and news items for all those
involved in and working on a self-build
project. www.sbhonline.co.uk is a one-stop
source for all the latest press releases,
providing visitors with access to information
about products and services that they may
require. From the website, you can find links
to digital issues that have live links to
advertisers’ sites, as well as daily email alerts
to keep you as informed as possible. You

can also subcribe to receive regular copies of the printed and digital
versions of the magazine, or sign up to the monthly Selfbuilder &
Homemaker newsletter.

www.sbhonline.co.uk

SBH Website PR_Layout 1  25/05/2018  11:08  Page 1

Natural timber is gorgeous; and has been 
the building material for eons! It still has a 
huge place in our heart even amongst the 
multitude of new technological advances 
in the construction industry. Timber is a 
natural product and, like all products of 
nature including us, it is neither consistent 
nor guaranteed free of defects. Prone to 
warping, twisting and splitting, sawn timber 
is still widely used. West Fraser leads the 
way in the manufacture of innovative timber 
panel products and has done for decades. 

Today’s wood panel products are among the best-known examples of 
engineered wood. SterlingOSB Zero, the leading brand of OSB, is a vital 
component in many so-called ‘Modern Methods of Construction’.

uk.westfraser.com

Engineered solutions are taking over

SBH07_West Fraser_Structural Components - Structural Timber_Edit.indd   1 19/07/2024   09:27
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Any structural method created in a 
factory away from the building 
site comes under the bracket 

of offsite manufacture. It is a broad 
term covering a number of options, 
namely, timber frame, SIPs (structural 
insulated panel systems) and oak frame, 
all Lenefiting vro� en�anced energÞ 
evficiencÞ] s�ort construction ti�escales 
and guaranteed build quality. Along 
with vastly reduced running costs, it is 
clear that there are compelling reasons 
to specify one of these systems for your 
self-build project.

OFFSITE MANUFACTURE EXPLAINED
Intelligent, integrated construction 
systems such as closed panel timber 

frame, SIPs and volumetric modular 
options are now driving innovation in the 
timber industry, thus giving you more 
choice than the classic kit systems and 
panelised solutions.

Fundamentally, offsite construction 
describes structural systems that are 
factory-manufactured to an advanced 
level to allow for onsite assembly (as 
opposed to construction) via controlled 
installation processes. Exact levels of 
prefabrication can vary, from factory-
fitted insulation and pre�cut serÛice 
channels through to panels that come 
complete with windows and doors 
alreadÞ installed. 
Ûen internal finis�es 
and external cladding can be pre-applied 
– especially where volumetric modular 

construction techniques are used.

SIX REASONS TO CHOOSE OFFSITE 
CONSTRUCTION

1. SPEED OF CONSTRUCTION
The high degree of factory prefabrication 
enables a rapid build process, which will 
not be adversely affected by inclement 
weather and buildings can easily be 
watertight in around seven to 10 days.

2. BUILD COST AND PROGRAMME CERTAINTY
Scheduling and costing are more 
predictable with offsite construction as 
the design and planning are all carried 
out with precision before any systems 
reach site. Onsite installation of panels is 

The Structural Timber Association talks through the superior accuracy and 
control involved in using timber-based offsite technology and how this can 
provide self-builders with the ultimate solution

6he Denefits of offsKte 
mCnufCEtureF tKmDer 
s[stems
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a prepared process making it more timely 
than with traditional building methods. 

3. QUALITY ASSURANCE
Manufacturing sites have stringent 
quality control processes and procedures 
in place which ensures the precision 
manufacture of the structural elements, 
making sure you get a modern, 
high-performance structural envelope 
for your new home.

4. ENERGY USAGE
Offsite manufactured systems offer 
a t�er�allÞ evficient] �ig�lÞ airtig�t 
structure which can vastly reduce 
energy consumption during the life of 
the building. Some systems come 
with the insulation pre-installed in the 
panel as with SIPs, and U-values below 
regulations can easily be reached, 
as well as Passivhaus standards.

5. DESIGN FLEXIBILITY
Just because your home is effectively 
built in a factory, doesn’t mean that 
design is inhibited. Most designs will 
be able to be accommodated by your 
timber system manufacturer – but it is 
really important to engage early with 
your architect and preferred supplier to 
ensure your expectations can be met. 
Plus with a wide range of innovative 
products and cladding solutions, 
structural timber systems can meet 
the aspirations of both architects and 
self-builders.

6. SUSTAINABILITY
Timber is the only truly sustainable 
building material. All Structural Timber 
Association members use timber from 
Programme for the Endorsement of 
�orest 
ertification ­*
�
® or �orest 
-tewards�ip 
ouncil ­�-
® certified 
sources, ensuring responsible forest 
�anage�ent q wit� fiÛe trees planted 
for every one removed.

Utilising an offsite manufactured timber 
system for your project does not hinder 
your design aspirations, as although 
systems are designed and engineered to 
eÝacting specifications] t�e design itselv 
can still be innovative and striking. Not 
to mention the performance assurance 
you will have when backed by the STA’s 

Quality Assurance Scheme, STA Assure. 
*roÛiding confidence in t�e use ov 

structural timber and determining 
member competency and compliance, 
the scheme is recognised by warranty 
providers, as well as other key 
stakeholders. By using an STA member 
to deliver your self-build project you 
will be assured that they meet or even 
exceed current standards and regulatory 
requirements. We have members who 
focus solely on the self build market 
and will support you through the whole 
design and build process. 

Timber-based offsite technology is not 
necessarily perfect for every project, of 
course and you will need to ascertain 
this with your architect and system 
provider. However, when you look at all 
t�e Lenefits and �easure Ûalue] ovvsite 
manufactured structural timber systems 
are a cost-effective option.
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K3 radiators have come into their own 
in recent years as the number of low 
temperature, renewable heating systems has 
grown – in particular in self build homes. 

In these situations, K3 radiators from 
Stelrad, with three panels and three sets 
of fi ns,  providing 50¯ more metal heating 
surface than a standard K2 for example, 
but from the same size radiator footprint – 
offer a solution. 

For more information on the choice of radiators available and for selection 
and fi tting tips head for the Stelrad website or go to the Stelrad videos 
on YouTube.

0800 876 6813   www.stelrad.com/trade

K3 rads from Stelrad
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Govette Windows has won the Best Domestic 
Project category at the Steel Window 
Association Awards for work on a house 
extension in Weybridge, Surrey. John Ramshaw, 
Technical Editor of Architecture Today and 
judge for the Steel Window Association Awards, 
explained: “Govette worked hard to ensure 
that the windows and doors met the exacting 
performance and aesthetic demands of both 
the architect and client – and this really shows 
in the fi nished building. A worthy winner.» 
Commenting on the choice of steel frames, the 

owner of the property, (Sarah Stirrett), said: “Govette Windows was fantastic to 
deal throughout – they really reassured me over thermal performance of steel 
systems at the beginning. "verall, it½s been a lovely job throughout.»

www.steel-window-association.co.uk

Govette Windows wins at SWA Awards 2024
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a prepared process making it more timely 
than with traditional building methods. 

3. QUALITY ASSURANCE
Manufacturing sites have stringent 
quality control processes and procedures 
in place which ensures the precision 
manufacture of the structural elements, 
making sure you get a modern, 
high-performance structural envelope 
for your new home.

4. ENERGY USAGE
Offsite manufactured systems offer 
a t�er�allÞ evficient] �ig�lÞ airtig�t 
structure which can vastly reduce 
energy consumption during the life of 
the building. Some systems come 
with the insulation pre-installed in the 
panel as with SIPs, and U-values below 
regulations can easily be reached, 
as well as Passivhaus standards.

5. DESIGN FLEXIBILITY
Just because your home is effectively 
built in a factory, doesn’t mean that 
design is inhibited. Most designs will 
be able to be accommodated by your 
timber system manufacturer – but it is 
really important to engage early with 
your architect and preferred supplier to 
ensure your expectations can be met. 
Plus with a wide range of innovative 
products and cladding solutions, 
structural timber systems can meet 
the aspirations of both architects and 
self-builders.

6. SUSTAINABILITY
Timber is the only truly sustainable 
building material. All Structural Timber 
Association members use timber from 
Programme for the Endorsement of 
�orest 
ertification ­*
�
® or �orest 
-tewards�ip 
ouncil ­�-
® certified 
sources, ensuring responsible forest 
�anage�ent q wit� fiÛe trees planted 
for every one removed.

Utilising an offsite manufactured timber 
system for your project does not hinder 
your design aspirations, as although 
systems are designed and engineered to 
eÝacting specifications] t�e design itselv 
can still be innovative and striking. Not 
to mention the performance assurance 
you will have when backed by the STA’s 

Quality Assurance Scheme, STA Assure. 
*roÛiding confidence in t�e use ov 

structural timber and determining 
member competency and compliance, 
the scheme is recognised by warranty 
providers, as well as other key 
stakeholders. By using an STA member 
to deliver your self-build project you 
will be assured that they meet or even 
exceed current standards and regulatory 
requirements. We have members who 
focus solely on the self build market 
and will support you through the whole 
design and build process. 

Timber-based offsite technology is not 
necessarily perfect for every project, of 
course and you will need to ascertain 
this with your architect and system 
provider. However, when you look at all 
t�e Lenefits and �easure Ûalue] ovvsite 
manufactured structural timber systems 
are a cost-effective option.
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BUILDING ENVELOPE

Discover the Collards’ journey 
to creating their dream home

See how Sarah and Rob Collard 
built their contemporary family 
home, Collard Towers, using 

VELFAC windows and doors for energy 
evfi ciencÞ and stunning Ûiews.

Sarah and Rob Collard, seasoned 
selv�Luilders] �aÛe designed and 
constructed two va�ilÞ �o�es. �nitiallÞ] 
they built their dream home after 
demolishing an existing house on a 
purc�ased plot. /�is �o�e was veatured 
on 
�annel {½s º	uild t�e �rea�.» 
�oweÛer] t�eir desire vor anot�er plot 
in t�e sa�e Ûillage led t�e� to Luild 
º
ollard /owers.»

THE PROJECT 
A FOCUS ON OPEN PLAN, LOW ENERGY LIVING
The new, smaller plot offered a 
secluded location with a south-facing 
garden and stunning countrÞside Ûiews. 
With more experience, they aimed 
vor a conte�porarÞ] energÞ�evfi cient 
�o�e wit� open�plan liÛing spaces] 
incorporating VELFAC triple-glazed 
windows and doors. /�ese windows] 
chosen for their slim, durable frames, 

enhanced natural light, solar gain 
Lenefi ts] and co�petitiÛe pricing] were 
integral to t�eir design.

EXPLOITING VELFAC FRAME VERSATILITY
Externally, the house features black 
window and door frames, while 
internally, the frames are white in 
bedrooms and bathrooms and black in 
s�ared spaces. Ƃ standout veature is t�e 
entrance hall with a large black-framed 
VELFAC window screen that illuminates 
t�e �allwaÞ and oak staircase.

Sarah and Rob, a marketing 
consultant and chartered engineer, 
managed the project, including 
window design and energÞ evfi ciencÞ 
calculations. /�eÞ collaLorated wit� 
Cambridgeshire VELFAC distributor 
Viewnique, praising their smooth 
serÛice. �espite c�allenges] t�eÞ are 
delighted with Collard Towers, 
ovten �arÛelling at t�eir LeautivullÞ 
planned �o�e.

01480 759 510   
velfac.co.uk
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Of the 200,000 new homes being 
built in the UK, around 10% 
include solar PV on the roof. 

�oweÛer] t�is figure is continuing to 
rise dramatically, as homeowners seek 
out lower cost energy sources and 
renewable technologies for a more 
energÞ evficient vuture.  

For the self-build market, this drive for 
sustainability must also balance aesthetic 
considerations, with the legislative 
pressures to deliver eye-catching and low 
carbon homes of the future.

The self-build market, much like 
housebuilders, is currently facing a 
series of challenges when it comes to 
constructing new homes.

Interest rate rises over the past year 
which have led to dearer mortgages for 
�anÞ] co�Lined wit� �ig� inyation leÛels 
that are only now beginning to decline, 
have contributed to a challenging 
economic landscape and the onset of a 
current cost-of-living crisis. The result is 
more cautious consumers. 

The amendments to Part L of the 
Building Regulations ahead of 2025’s 
Future Homes Standard, means 
increased legislative pressure is on the 
housebuilding sector to develop and 
Luild energÞ evficient �o�es t�at satisvÞ 
carbon reduction targets.

But, just as importantly, those building 
their own homes must also remain laser 
focused on creating properties that 
combine the right level of sustainability 
investment to help future proof their 
property, without compromising on 
creating an aesthetically pleasing design.

The inclusion of renewable technology 
solutions such as heat pumps and better 
insulation are among the practical ways 
self-builders are tackling the energy 
evficiencÞ c�allenge. 

WORKING TOGETHER
Efforts to combine attractive aesthetics 
with proven, affordable, and accepted 

renewable technologies, mean many 
selv�Luilders are drawn to t�e Lenefits ov 
an integrated solar *6 roofing solution. 
When panels are installed as part of an 
integrated roof system, the powerful 
combination can produce outstanding 
kerbside appeal.

While some may have had concerns 
about the past appearance of bulky, on-
roof solar panels, today’s options have 
moved on. 

Simply replacing a section of roof tiles 
affords the space for a solar PV array to 
become a fully connected and sleek part 
of the overall roof aesthetic. There is also 
t�e construction cost Lenefit deriÛed 
from specifying fewer roof tiles. This is 
particularly relevant in the light of solar 
PV system costs that have also reduced 
dramatically over the past decade.

From an installation perspective, 
integrated solar panels can be included 
at the same time as the rest of the 
clay or concrete roof tiles and without 
a specialist contractor. This ensures 
construction turnaround times stay on 
track and are even improved. 

And, with a Marley full roof system, 
the reassurance of a 15-year guarantee, 
available with solar PV, should not 
be underestimated. Five years more 
than the current NHBC standard, this 
protection level can be a compelling 
sales advantage when marketing the 
sustainability credentials of the property.

BUYER INTEREST
For those still unconvinced of the 
growth of solar PV, our own research 
has highlighted that almost half of UK 
households (49%) have considered 
installing solar panels on their roof. 
For the overwhelming majority, their 
primary motivation was to reduce their 
energy bills because of the hikes in 
energy cost in recent years, followed 
by a wish to generate their own power 
(63%) and to decrease their carbon 
emissions (46%). 

Providing homeowners with the 
�eans to access c�eaper and yeÝiLle 
energy sources such as solar is a growing 
consu�er eÝpectation as t�eÞ seek not 
only lower energy costs, but also access 
a sustainable solution as climate change 
concerns only grow more intense.

Companies such as Marley can support 
self-builders through the creation 
and availability of a high performing 
renewable energy package. Integrated 
solar panel systems, EV charging 
technology, hybrid inverters and battery 
storage can be implemented to provide 
power from the roof, through the home, 
to the road.  

Dan Redfern is head of marketing 
communications at Marley

Dan Redfern of Marley predicts that integrating renewable technology on 
the roof will a key solution for self-builders seeking the balance between 
sustainable yet still aesthetically pleasing homes

Integrating aesthetics 
and sustainability
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Top tips when building with 
structural timber
Structural timber really is a great 

option for selfbuild projects 
as it’s sustainable, economical, 

t�er�allÞ evficient and can Le 
constructed quickly. 

WHY PURCHASE DIRECT FROM A 
MANUFACTURER?
"ne ov t�e �ain Lenefits is t�e sÞste�s 
are manufactured off-site which allows 
for controlled, precision engineering 
to exacting standards and in line with 
quality assurance procedures. 

WILL MY COMPLETED HOME HAVE LOW 
ENERGY BILLS?
High levels of thermal insulation are 
relatively easy to achieve with structural 
timber systems, meaning your home is 
energÞ evficient wit� low running costs.

IS IT QUICKER TO BUILD THAN TRADITIONAL 
METHODS?
The panels/kits can be delivered to site 
‘just in time’ upon completion of site 
foundations, with then just a couple of 
weeks required to erect the house to 
the wind and watertight stage.

ARE THERE ACCREDITED MANUFACTURERS?
YES – the Structural Timber Association 
(STA) is the go-to trade association 
with self build specialists. Its Quality 
Assurance Scheme gives you the 
confidence t�at �e�Lers �eet 
or exceed current regulations and 

standards due to the independent 
audit process. 

ARE ALL SYSTEMS THE SAME?
There are two main systems - timber 
frame and SIPS, so make sure you 
understand t�e Lenefits ov Lot�. -/Ƃ 
have specialist members for both types 
of system.  

IS STRUCTURAL TIMBER RESTRICTIVE ON DESIGN?
There are no limitations to structural 
timber designs with versatility being 
a keÞ Lenefit. Ƃlso t�ere are a wide 
range ov finis�es t�at can Le used to 
give your selfbuild that individual look.

01259 272 140   
www.structuraltimber.co.uk/selfbuild
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Choosing to install an air source heat pump is a great way to improve your energy ef� ciency. It can help 
provide valuable security against rising energy prices whilst meeting your heating needs. Our staff can advise 
on the different solutions available, identifying the right heat pump for your property. Providing systems that not 

only meet the required industry standards, but help you take advantage of all the bene� ts renewable energy has 
to offer. We are MCS accredited and offer an insurance backed warranty through HIES. We are approved 
installers of Samsung, Vaillant, Eco Forest, Mitsubishi and Midea heat pumps. A £7,500 Grant is available 

through the Boiler Upgrade Scheme for the installation of a new heat pump which we can assist with.

www.princeslhs.ltd/renewables   |   www.lowcarbonhomesystems.co.uk

Air source heat pumps: renewable energy for your home

Tesla Powerwall 2 
from Princes LHS Ltd

Princes LHS Ltd are a Tesla Powerwall Certi� ed Installer based in Shropshire who 
can offer a customised solar-plus-battery solution enabling you to access the free, 
abundant power of the sun and reduce your reliance on fossil fuels. With Powerwall 
you can store solar energy generated during the day for use any time. The Powerwall 
has a whole home back up facility to protect your home from grid outages and 
can also be charged from the grid to take advantage of cheaper smart tariffs.

Call us on 01691 624336 for installation advice or to request 
a survey.

www.tesla-powerwall.co.uk
www.lowcarbonhomesystems.co.uk

SBH05_Princes_HP.indd   1 24/05/2024   10:51
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Of the 200,000 new homes being 
built in the UK, around 10% 
include solar PV on the roof. 

�oweÛer] t�is figure is continuing to 
rise dramatically, as homeowners seek 
out lower cost energy sources and 
renewable technologies for a more 
energÞ evficient vuture.  

For the self-build market, this drive for 
sustainability must also balance aesthetic 
considerations, with the legislative 
pressures to deliver eye-catching and low 
carbon homes of the future.

The self-build market, much like 
housebuilders, is currently facing a 
series of challenges when it comes to 
constructing new homes.

Interest rate rises over the past year 
which have led to dearer mortgages for 
�anÞ] co�Lined wit� �ig� inyation leÛels 
that are only now beginning to decline, 
have contributed to a challenging 
economic landscape and the onset of a 
current cost-of-living crisis. The result is 
more cautious consumers. 

The amendments to Part L of the 
Building Regulations ahead of 2025’s 
Future Homes Standard, means 
increased legislative pressure is on the 
housebuilding sector to develop and 
Luild energÞ evficient �o�es t�at satisvÞ 
carbon reduction targets.

But, just as importantly, those building 
their own homes must also remain laser 
focused on creating properties that 
combine the right level of sustainability 
investment to help future proof their 
property, without compromising on 
creating an aesthetically pleasing design.

The inclusion of renewable technology 
solutions such as heat pumps and better 
insulation are among the practical ways 
self-builders are tackling the energy 
evficiencÞ c�allenge. 

WORKING TOGETHER
Efforts to combine attractive aesthetics 
with proven, affordable, and accepted 

renewable technologies, mean many 
selv�Luilders are drawn to t�e Lenefits ov 
an integrated solar *6 roofing solution. 
When panels are installed as part of an 
integrated roof system, the powerful 
combination can produce outstanding 
kerbside appeal.

While some may have had concerns 
about the past appearance of bulky, on-
roof solar panels, today’s options have 
moved on. 

Simply replacing a section of roof tiles 
affords the space for a solar PV array to 
become a fully connected and sleek part 
of the overall roof aesthetic. There is also 
t�e construction cost Lenefit deriÛed 
from specifying fewer roof tiles. This is 
particularly relevant in the light of solar 
PV system costs that have also reduced 
dramatically over the past decade.

From an installation perspective, 
integrated solar panels can be included 
at the same time as the rest of the 
clay or concrete roof tiles and without 
a specialist contractor. This ensures 
construction turnaround times stay on 
track and are even improved. 

And, with a Marley full roof system, 
the reassurance of a 15-year guarantee, 
available with solar PV, should not 
be underestimated. Five years more 
than the current NHBC standard, this 
protection level can be a compelling 
sales advantage when marketing the 
sustainability credentials of the property.

BUYER INTEREST
For those still unconvinced of the 
growth of solar PV, our own research 
has highlighted that almost half of UK 
households (49%) have considered 
installing solar panels on their roof. 
For the overwhelming majority, their 
primary motivation was to reduce their 
energy bills because of the hikes in 
energy cost in recent years, followed 
by a wish to generate their own power 
(63%) and to decrease their carbon 
emissions (46%). 

Providing homeowners with the 
�eans to access c�eaper and yeÝiLle 
energy sources such as solar is a growing 
consu�er eÝpectation as t�eÞ seek not 
only lower energy costs, but also access 
a sustainable solution as climate change 
concerns only grow more intense.

Companies such as Marley can support 
self-builders through the creation 
and availability of a high performing 
renewable energy package. Integrated 
solar panel systems, EV charging 
technology, hybrid inverters and battery 
storage can be implemented to provide 
power from the roof, through the home, 
to the road.  

Dan Redfern is head of marketing 
communications at Marley

Dan Redfern of Marley predicts that integrating renewable technology on 
the roof will a key solution for self-builders seeking the balance between 
sustainable yet still aesthetically pleasing homes

Integrating aesthetics 
and sustainability
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France’s loss was Scotland’s gain when a couple decided to abandon ideas to 
renovate a French chateau and took on Manar House in Inverurie instead
TEXT NIK HUNTER IMAGES ELLIOT ROBERTS

TO THE MANAR BORN

CASE STUDY
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Christina and Dean Horspool have always 
had big ideas, and one of them was to 
buy a chateau in France to renovate. They 

had travelled around the country when they 
were younger, camping in the grounds of grand 
chateaus and dreamt of having one of their own. 
º1nvortunatelÞ] t�e finances didn½t add up q and 
we don’t speak French!” says Christina wryly. 

However, after living in a town house in central 
ƂLerdeen vor around eig�t Þears t�eÞ finallÞ 
decided it was time to take the plunge and 
move. “We adored our three-storey town house 
which we had completely renovated,” Christina 
recalls. “However, with our daughters, Chloe and 
Amelie, under the age of two it wasn’t a practical 
family home. We needed to look at how to make 
live easier q a driÛewaÞ] a larger garden.» 

When Christina and Dean spotted Manar 
House in Inverurie on the market in 2019, the 
finances still weren½t on target] Lut t�e propertÞ 
was not dissimilar to a French chateau. “It was 
way over our budget, but this was the dream, 
and I made an appointment to view. It was a 
horrible day, but soon as we got here, we knew. 
It was beautiful, it just needed someone to put it 
back together.”

It seemed like fate, and Christina and Dean 
made an offer which was accepted. But house 
buying often isn’t simple and putting it back 
together was indeed the main issue as the 
instant the house was under offer the lead was 
stolen off the roof. Immediately, the couple 
were dealing with a house that was now not 
only derelict but not watertight either. “There 

was water pouring through the ceilings and 
everything we wanted to save and rescue like 
the original coving was getting wet.” This also 
meant that the house was pulled out of the sale 
and put into an auction. After a nerve-wracking 
auction] t�e couple finallÞ co�pleted t�e 
purchase and started on rescuing the property. 
The dream, however, was fast disappearing 
and to add �ore vuel to t�e fire] t�e pande�ic 
was coming.

“It was a very strange Christmas that year,” 
Christina recalls. “The house was pulled out of 
the sale in October, and we had to wait until 
January for the auction, then didn’t collect 
the keys until February so we got the roofers 
in the same day to get started on making it 
watertight.” However, although Dean and 
Christina had a few weeks before they actually 
moved in, they knew they had to work fast. “It 
was becoming clear that something major was 
going to happen with Covid and we wanted to 
be in the property rather than unable to move 
into it.”

When the pandemic hit, Christina was still 
working full-time in charge of a team of 100 in 
a consultancy while Dean was working in asset 
integrity and they had to work from home. The 
family moved into one room with a sofa, two 
desks, a fridge freezer and a microwave. This 
one roo� Leca�e a plaÞroo�ÉovficeÉliÛing 
room and bedroom, and the couple’s two young 
daughters were stuck at home in a house that 
was in reality, a building site. “I recall giving a 
speech for an energy industry conference which 

LOW POINT
“The leak in the girls’ 
bedroom; thank 
goodness for Instagram 
and gin!”
q Christina Horspool
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HIGH POINT
“Sharing the house with 
our family and friends. 
Everybody who could has 
rolled their sleeves up 
and helped us.”
q Christina Horspool

was being broadcast live to thousands and I 
was sat on our bed with my laptop on a chest of 
drawers. I’d put a map up behind me to make 
it look �ore like an ovfice and not a storage 
room!” However, this bizarre situation did spur 
on the couple’s plans as Christina remembers: “It 
was an adventure with real highs and real lows. 
However, there’s nothing like living somewhere 
to make you want to make it better!” 

With that in mind, once the house was 
watertight, the couple had to decide what to do 
next as Christina explains: “We were aware from 
the outset that it was too big for a family of four. 
�ug� Gordon] t�e first owner] �ad £ä c�ildren 
so it worked for him but not for us. We knew it 
needed to be loved by more than just our family, 
so it had to be a home and a business.”

The initial plan was to renovate the family’s 
living accommodation and then work on the 
business aspect which originally had been an 
event venue with accommodation in the 
wing of the property. However, with the 
uptake in staycations after Covid, Christina 
and �ean decided to create t�ree fiÛe�star 
apartments in the wing which would in turn, 
provide the income needed to renovate the 
rest of the house.

Fortunately, the apartment wing didn’t require 
any structural renovations, but it was suffering 
vro� serious drÞ rot] �issing yoors and walls in 
a severe state of dilapidation. “Luckily the walls 
that were really badly damaged were partition 
walls not the lathe and plaster ones; we think 
they were probably additions from the 70s and 
the wing was probably the worst in that sense.”

As no-one was allowed into the property 
during the pandemic, the couple had to apply 

for retrospective planning permission for the 
renovations. “We’ve never renovated a listing 
Luilding Levore and � definitelÞ would not 
recommend going down the retrospective route 
q it was incrediLlÞ stressvul.»

Fortunately, Dean had done his homework 
as Christina explains: “Dean had done a bit 
of a research before we offered on the house 
and before the lead had been stolen so we 
knew roughly what work might be required 
and what sort of costs we’d be taking on.” 
Dean also looked into what contractors were 
recommended for this type of work and had 
received quotes and availability schedules. 
With this knowledge the couple chose a 
builder and contractor who were recognised by 
Aberdeenshire Council for their work on listed 
buildings. “Having the advice of the contractors 
was so important. That was why everything we 
had done was done to what was expected by 
the planners. Our builder and contractor advised 
us on everything from the harling (rough cast 
wall finis�® to �ow we treated t�e inside.»

While Covid provided the couple with lots of 
additional challenges, one upside was that their 
DIY skill set improved immeasurably! “Covid 
did force us to do more of the work ourselves. 
Anything we could do that wasn’t skilled or that 
we could learn quickly online meant donning 
our dust �asks and getting fired in. � actuallÞ 
think Dean could offer a painting and decorating 
service now!”

A combination of YouTube tutorials and 
guidance from Graeme the builder meant 
that Dean was able to do the pointing on the 
exposed stonework throughout the house which 
was handy, as there’s a lot of it. “The stonework 
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that has been left uncovered was uncovered 
because the wall was rotten. However, once we 
found it, it was such a beautiful feature to display 
that we decided to keep as much as we could.” 

It’s a feature that adds character to the 
property and shows the real fabric of the 
Luilding. �ikewise] t�e original fireplaces w�ic� 
the couple have uncovered in abundance. 
“Every time we seemed to take a wall down, 
we½d find a fireplace.» Ƃs none ov t�ese �ad t�e 
original surrounds, Dean sourced replacements 
vro� e	aÞ and �arketplace. º one ov t�e fires 
in the bedrooms are working at the moment but 
they could be if we wanted to. In the main part 
of the house the surrounds were all insitu.”

As there had been some renovations over 
the years, most of the plumbing was in the 
right place but the main issue the couple are 
now having is trying to reconcile their thoughts 
on clean energy and sustainability in a listed 
building. “The house runs on LPG, and the only 
oil we have now is for the Aga; for now, we have 
an evficient âoned �eating sÞste� Lut we will 
have to look at other options in the future.” 

While Christina is constantly negotiating the 
listed building consent of the house, she is trying 
everything to create a more sustainable future 
for the property. “As we can’t change the single 
glazed windows, we’ve ended up doing it the 
old-fashioned way.” By this she means using the 
original shutters, buying good quality curtains, 
using a wood burner and having lots of blankets. 
“Fortunately, on the grounds there’s an endless 
supply of sustainable wood and whatever falls is 
chopped and dried.”

Throughout the apartments she’s sourced 
local soaps and refillaLles and s�e½s working 

with nearby businesses such as Barra Berries 
and the local greengrocers for the welcome 
packs. “As we have a big Instagram following (@
�ouseov�orspool®] we trÞ to connect wit� local] 
regional and national businesses to increase the 
awareness of small organisations and brands 
that have quality products and are working hard 
on their sustainability.” From carpets to paints 
to furniture, Dean and Christina try to source 
t�e �ost sustainaLle options t�eÞ can find] and 
everything interior design-wise throughout the 
house has been carefully curated. 

/�is �nstagra� vollowing �as its Lenefits too. 
After refurbishing Amelie and Chloe’s bedroom 
there was a huge storm which caused a leak in 
their room. “I was very vocal on Instagram about 
how fed up I was, and posted ‘please bring gin’,” 
says Christina. “Later that day, a guy walks up the 
drive from Little Brown Dog Spirits and says he’s 
bringing gin for Christina! We had a gin tasting 
µuite soon avter q t�at½s �ow Þou �eet t�e local 
businesses! We hadn’t heard of them before and 
now we mention them to all our guests!”

With the luxury apartments now complete 
and open for business, Christina is focused 
on refurbishing the rest of the house which is 
no small feat, especially as she’s keen to get 
everything just right. “Dean is my superstar 
sourcer, I tell him what I’m looking for and he 
manages to source amazing quality pieces. 
We’ve been taking our time purchasing the 
chandeliers as we want to choose styles that 
will stand the test of time. The one in the hall is 
apparently from the London Palladium and I’m 
going to believe that!”

/�is elegant c�andelier is t�e pervect finis�ing 
touch to the beautifully refurbished entrance 

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

BUILDER & MAIN 
CONTRACTOR
Graeme W Cheyne Builders
graemecheynebuilders.co.uk

FLOORING
(Stair runner, main & service, 
rugs, bedrooms)
Alternative Flooring
alternatiÛeyooring.co�

PARQUET FLOORING
Atkinson & Kirby
akirby.co.uk

BATHROOM MARBLE
Mandarin Stone
mandarinstone.com

EXTERNAL PAVING
Westminster Stone
westminsterstone.com

CURTAINS & BLINDS
Stitched
stitched.co.uk

WALLPAPER
Woodchip and Magnolia; 
Paint and Paper Library
woodchipandmagnolia.co.uk
paintandpaperlibrary.com
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businesses! We hadn’t heard of them before and 
now we mention them to all our guests!”

With the luxury apartments now complete 
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on refurbishing the rest of the house which is 
no small feat, especially as she’s keen to get 
everything just right. “Dean is my superstar 
sourcer, I tell him what I’m looking for and he 
manages to source amazing quality pieces. 
We’ve been taking our time purchasing the 
chandeliers as we want to choose styles that 
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�all. Ƃnd] w�ilst t�e yagstones in t�e vront part 
are original] sadlÞ t�e yags in t�e rear part �ad 
Leen ce�ented so a new parµuet yoor �as Leen 
laid on top. In the drawing room, the original 
yooring �as also Leen salÛaged and elsew�ere 
in the property Christina has been working with 
Alternative Flooring to create made-to-measure 
rugs to fit around t�e colu�ns. º� contacted 
them early in the renovations. Their products are 
made from British wool and their sustainability 
ethos really stood out from the crowd.” 

/�e latest roo� to Lenefit vro� a �akeoÛer 
is the fabulously quirky, jungle-themed dining 
room which has been several years in the 
planning. “We’ve had the pleasure of working 
with some great design companies to create 
the spaces we now have such as Woodchip and 
Magnolia in the main hallway and billiard room, 
to Paint and Paper Library in the dining room 
and drawing room/yoga studio.” Working with 
their talented teams has allowed Christina to 
bring her visions to life. “Most of our wallpapers 
are nature themed as we wanted to keep 
bringing the countryside in.” 

There is certainly plenty of countryside around 

Christina and Dean’s home and it’s something 
they are keen to share. “Our plans have evolved 
as we see how the world changes.” Whilst the 
house and grounds lend themselves perfectly to 
events, the couple are keen to embrace variety 
and accommodate several different ones. “The 
yoga festival we hosted was a success, and 
we had some Italian guests staying recently 
who are actors and are keen to put on a show 
�ere q per�aps in t�e grounds¶» /�e �ouse �as 
recently been opened for exclusive use which 
has proved popular with golf/whisky tours and 
weddings. And, with the option of a butler and 
private chef, guests can enjoy the complete, 
luxurious, country house experience.

Christina and Dean are also working with 
local farmers, hosting Highland cows and 
�ig�land ponies in t�eir fields. º�½d like t�is to 
be a community hub and cultural space and 
we½re �ust figuring out w�at t�at looks like and 
what people want. We want to live here; we 
want to work here but we want to be mindful 
of our neighbours. We want the community to 
be involved and to put Inverurie on the map a 
little bit.”

Everything interior design-wise 
throughout the house has been carefully 
curated by Dean and Christina
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In the 1980s, people moved home on 
average every eight years; in 2017, this 
rose to 21 years. With people moving 

house less often, there’s been a rising 
trend for buying or building ‘forever 
homes’ they will live in for many years. 

Our home is our sanctuary, and it’s 
wort� vutureproofing t�e spaces to 
ensure you can live there and navigate 
it safely for as long as possible. The 
wonderful news is that a futureproofed, 
functional home can still be fashionable.

�utureproofing s�ould not veel like a 
compromise on your style. It should be 
an asset t�at �akes Þou veel liLerated 
and adds Ûalue] Lot� financiallÞ and 
e�otionallÞ] to Þour live. W�ile t�inking 
about reduced mobility or ability as we 
age is something most of us tend to 
put to one side] vutureproofing isn½t �ust 
releÛant to older ageÆ all ages can Lenefit 
from good, inclusive home design.

"ne keÞ waÞ to vutureproov is to 
invest in a lift. Not only is a lift for 
vutureproofing] Lut it is also t�e ulti�ate 
‘statement,’ a lifestyle choice, and a 
practical feature – often boosting the 
value of a home.

TYPES OF LIFTS FOR A HOME
Properties come in all shapes and sizes 
– and so do lifts. In a new dwelling, a lift 
can be part of an architect’s plans. In an 
existing home, there is a need to place 
the lift around the current house layout. 

The choices available for self-builders 

looking to vutureproov voreÛer �o�es are 
seemingly endless, but broadly fall into 
the following categories:

DOMESTIC PLATFORM LIFTS
*latvor� livts can carrÞ up to fiÛe people 
oÛer two or �ore yoors and proÛide 
an enduring Lenefit to Þour propertÞ] 
enhancing life and bringing the ultimate 
convenience. A choice of door and 
platform/cabin arrangements and sizes 
means there’s a wide range of options. 
Ƃs platvor� livts reµuire Luilding work 
separate from the cost of installation, 
you’ll need an architect or builder to help 
ensure a seamless installation. 

THROUGH-FLOOR LIFTS
Ƃ t�roug��yoor livt runs on a track t�at 
goes through a hole in the ceiling (called 
the aperture). These lifts are best suited 
to smaller spaces and provide access for 
up to two people travelling between the 
ground and t�e first yoor. �ue to t�eir 
co�pact arrange�ent] t�eÞ can ovten fit 
in even the smallest spaces; with minimal 
Luilding work reµuire�ents and µuick 
install time, they are a growing popular 
alternative to a stairlift.

RESIDENTIAL DUMBWAITERS
Service lifts/dumbwaiters are the answer 
if food, groceries, and goods need to 
Le transported Letween yoors. /�eÞ 
are particularly ideal for properties with 
t�ree or �ore yoors or w�ere t�e kitc�en] 
garage, and/or dining area are on 
different levels.

WHAT TO CONSIDER WHEN CHOOSING A LIFT
Narrow your search by deciding whether 
Þou want Þour livt to take people or 
goods onlÞ] �ow �anÞ yoors it needs to 
travel between, and your available space. 

From a cost point of view, you need 
to put aside Ë£x�ËÓxk in Þour Ludget 
for the supply and installation of a lift to 
�oÛe people or ËÈ�Çk vor a du�Lwaiter.

When considering the location of your 
lift, it’s always a good idea to locate a 

lift for people next to the stairs and in a 
central location. That way, it will be easily 
accessible from every part of the home.

�t �aÞ see� a Letter idea to fit in a 
smaller lift, but go for the largest you 
can. Ideally, create a space that is big 
enough for a wheelchair and another 
person. That way, you will also be able 
to use the lift to transport furniture and 
ot�er larger ite�s Letween yoors.

If the lift is designed into a building 
pro�ect vro� t�e start] Þou½ll Le aLle to 
design around the desired lift’s footprint. 
For an existing home, you will need to 
get a surÛeÞ and speak to a livt co�panÞ 
for guidance.

Even if you decide a lift isn’t an 
option for now, you can futureproof it 
by designing a space where it can be 
installed later. Whatever you decide, 
there are products available to suit 
every home. 

Our homes are probably the biggest 
single inÛest�ent we½ll eÛer �ake] so 
it see�s onlÞ sensiLle to t�ink aLout 
�aking t�e� work vor us. /�is �eans 
�aking t�e� sustainaLle in t�e Lroadest 
sense: investing sustainably so we don’t 
have to throw large amounts of money 
at them or rush into inappropriate 
adaptations in times of crisis.

Vaila Morrison is inclusive design expert 
at Stannah

For many customers, the ability to continuing to live in the same house as they 
age is a huge driver. Vaila Morrison of Stannah discusses the home lift types 
available to fully futureproof your home

Futureproofing 
homes forever
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Future-proof your home in style 
with a home lift you can trust

No doubt you imagine growing 
old in your dream home, 
enjoying a comfortable 

retirement in the place you’ve always 
i�agined and fi nallÞ Luilto W�ic� is 
why it’s never too early to think about 
how you’ll use your house in the years 
to come, especially considering that 
almost half of UK adults develop 
mobility issues in later life. That’s why 
more and more people are choosing 
to future-proof their homes now, giving 
them the peace of mind that they can 
continue living in their dream homes for 
many years to come.

One of the most popular future-
proofi ng adaptations is installing 
a home lift. By upgrading your home 
with a stylish lift now, or by adding one 
into the design when building your 
house, you can ensure that there will be 
no need to move going forward. In fact, 
installing a well-chosen home lift early 
on means that you and your family will 
Lenefi t straig�t awaÞ. 

W�et�er Þou �aÛe elderlÞ va�ilÞ 
members or young children, a home 
livt ensures t�at eÛerÞ y oor ov Þour 
house is easily reachable, making daily 
activities smoother and more inclusive 
for everyone. Forget the struggle of 
carrying heavy items up and down the 
stairs; a home lift makes day to day 
tasks effortless

Unlike mobility aids like stair lifts, 
grab handles, and ramps, which can 
look unattractive and out of place, 
especially when they’re not yet 
required, home lifts have come a long 
way. The latest home lifts complement 
and enhance the overall look of your 

�o�e] fi tting sea�lesslÞ into anÞ 
propertÞ and signifi cantlÞ increasing 
its value. 

At Terry Lifts, we offer a wide range 
of lifts with a variety of features, 
meaning you can select the perfect 
one for you now, and in the future. 
Perhaps you’re looking for a compact 
lift with a minimal footprint or a larger 
lift that can carry a wheelchair or up to 
three people. All our models can be 
customised to suit your taste. And with 
over 50 years of experience designing 
and manufacturing public access and 
domestic home lifts here in the UK, you 
can trust they both meet the highest 
quality and safety standards and 
exceed regulatory compliance. 

We know space is one ov t�e �ain 
challenges in choosing a home lift. 
So, for more than ten years, we have 
offered our best-selling product, the 
�ivestÞle �o�e �ivt] w�ic� fi ts discreetlÞ 
into a corner. However, our newest 
design] t�e Ƃvfi nitÞ �o�e �ivt] �as 
an even smaller footprint especially 
designed to fi t in spaces preÛiouslÞ 
thought impossible, such as alcoves 
or stairwells. This means it can be 
installed where others can’t, solving 
a signifi cant dile��a and �aking 

this contemporary, two-person, two-
stop standing home lift an exciting 
development for architects, house 
builders, and self-builders, not to 
mention homeowners.

As with all Terry home lifts, its 
attractive and feature rich design 
help to make it stylish, modern  and 
discreet, complementing contemporary 
interior design. Wit� la�inated savetÞ 
glass as standard, pressure-sensitive 
surfaces, safe edges, and easy-to-use 
manual lowering, every feature has 
been carefully designed to blend style 
and co�vort wit� un�atc�ed y eÝiLilitÞ. 
Our products are engineered to 
safely and comfortably transport 
Þou Letween y oors] allowing Þou to 
maintain independence and fully 
enjoy your home.

By planning to install a home lift 
now - whether in the design of your 
new home or as part of a major 
refurbishment or makeover - you’ll 
be putting into place something that 
will serve you both now, and for years 
to come. Doesn’t that sound like a 
good move?

01565 752800 
www.terrylifts.co.uk
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Paul Berry and his Swedish partner Pernilla have built a Scandinavian-
inspired contemporary family home in Surrey with copious natural light
TEXT DEBBIE JEFFERY IMAGES JONATHAN REID

SCANDI STYLE
CASE STUDY

Molesey Park Road Case Study - Debbie Jeffery.indd   2 23/07/2024   10:16

REAR
A detached, three-bedroom 
single-storey bungalow has been 
replaced with a four-bedroom 
L-shaped contemporary house 
on two storeys, with an outdoor 
cooking area to the rear
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“We were actually living in New York 
w�en we first started our selv�
build project,” says Paul Berry, 

who moved from the UK to America with his 
wife, Pernilla, when she was offered a job there. 
The couple and their two boys (now aged 14 
and 18) bought a rambling old colonial house 
to renovate in the States, and owned a single-
storey bungalow back in Surrey, which they 
rented out.

“We’ve had experience of extending and 
renovating several homes,” says Paul, “so when 
we decided to return to the UK for our sons’ 
education, the idea of redeveloping the old 
bungalow was appealing.”

Pernilla is Swedish, and the couple were 
keen to engage an architect who could deliver 
a design which would embrace Scandinavian 
values and architectural cues. At this stage, they 
were considering adding another storey to the 
existing bungalow, and contacted Concept Eight 
Architects in January 2020 while they were still 
living in New York.

“I used Google and the RIBA website to 
find an arc�itect]» saÞs *aul. º�t was divficult 
working from abroad, but after researching 
fiÛe potential practices we were i�pressed LÞ 
the contemporary designs on Concept Eight’s 
website. They’re a young, enthusiastic design 
team who understood exactly what we were 
looking for.”

Mufajel Chowdhury is the director and 
founding partner of the award-winning practice, 
which specialises in residential architecture of all 
scales. “We always advise our clients not to rush 
the design stage,” he explains. “Investing time 

leads to fewer changes during the build, and a 
much smoother process, with more control from 
a budget perspective.” 

*aul yew oÛer vro� Ƃ�erica seÛeral ti�es to 
meet with Mufajel prior to the family returning to 
the UK in the summer of 2020, and the practice 
produced various potential designs. Some 
proposed radical �odifications to t�e Lungalow] 
and others involved knocking it down and 
building a replacement house from scratch.

“We had quite an extensive wish list, which 
would �aÛe Leen divficult to �eet LÞ si�plÞ 
modifying the existing bungalow, and renovating 
would also have meant paying VAT,” says Paul. 
“In the end, we concluded that we needed 
to knock it down and rebuild to get what we 
really wanted.”

Various iterations followed, resulting in the 
final design vor a detac�ed ÎÓä �2 four-bedroom 
house over two storeys. “We sent our architect 
a few pictures for inspiration: chalet-style 
Scandinavian houses with wood cladding, high 
ceilings, and plenty of glass,” recalls Paul, who 
also requested a central, glazed atrium, and a 
grand entrance with a feature staircase.

“I’d slept in a cramped box-room in my 
teens, and wanted our boys to have large, 
apartment-style bedrooms, so Mufajel designed 
raised mezzanine sleeping platforms with steep 
staircases to free up the space below as study 
and lounge areas.”

The planners had requested that the new 
house should stand on the same front and rear 
boundary lines as the original bungalow, and 
although the couple had envisaged building 
further back into the garden, they decided not 

LOW POINT
“The sheer number of 
decisions that needed to 
be made towards the end 
of the project”

HIGH POINT
“Specifying everything 
for the way we wanted 
to live”

NORTHERN LIGHT
Inspired by Scandinavian chalets, the house 
features an asymmetrical pitched slate roof, 
and a combination of slate, render and 
timber cladding

STAIRCASE FEATURE
Supplied by the builder, the 
timber and glass feature staircase 
is visible throughout the ground 
yoor spaces and is lit vro� aLoÛe 
LÞ t�ree rooyig�ts
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to contest this decision to avoid holding up the 
planning process. 

“One of the most important factors is to 
identify and understand the site, so a detailed 
appraisal is something that we start with on 
all projects,” explains architect Mufajel. “Then 
it’s about how someone feels in our spaces, as 
much as how the buildings look, and we try to 
really understand how a family wants to live in 
the house. 

“This often involves an open plan layout and 
the use of glass to engage with the garden, 
looking at the vertical and horizontal circulation, 
and placing e�p�asis on yow and lig�t vro� t�e 
moment you enter the house.”

The original design for a glass atrium was 
slightly adapted to appease neighbours and 
avoid overlooking, but overall the planning 
process proved straightforward. “We were 
designing the house to live in, rather than to 
resell at a profit] and opening up t�e atriu� did 
steal potential yoor space]» saÞs *aul. º�ig� 
ceilings, spacious bedrooms, and an open plan 
layout were more important to us than cramming 
in multiple tiny rooms, though, and we love the 
final laÞout.» 

Once planning approval had been granted, 
Concept Eight Architects continued to project 
manage the build and advise throughout the 
process, providing a list of several potential 
building contractors. After meeting with them, 
Paul and Pernilla chose to employ LS Builders. 
“We got on extremely well, and they had such 
a positive attitude,” says Paul. “When we saw 
some of their other projects, which were really 
top end, we knew they’d do a good job.”

Pernilla, Paul and their sons returned to the 
UK in 2020, right in the middle of the Covid 
pandemic, and moved into the old bungalow 
for eight weeks during the planning phase, 
sleeping on �attresses on t�e yoor Lecause 
their furniture was in storage. They then rented a 
property during the build, initially for a 12 
month period. 

The existing bungalow on their plot was 
demolished in February 2021, and the site 
cleared. “It was hard to watch our investment 
being knocked down and realising that all we 
had left was a garden,” admits Paul.

	ea� and Llock yooring was laid on a 
combination of the bungalow’s original footings 
and freshly excavated concrete strip foundations, 
and Concept Eight Architects oversaw the 
project in conjunction with the builder, 
undertaking site visits with Paul every two weeks. 

Louisa O’Rourke, a director at the architectural 
practice, had taken on the role of lead architect 
and interior designer once the project design 
started in earnest. “One of the reasons that Paul 
and Pernilla appointed us was because we offer 
both architectural and interior design services 
in-house, which allows for a much more holistic 
process,” she explains. “Most of the team – 
including the main builders, the kitchen, joinery, 
and glazing suppliers – was assembled by 
Concept Eight in a one-stop-shop approach to 
the delivery of the project by a tried and tested 
wider team.”

Constructed in cavity blockwork, the 
contemporary house has been externally clad in 
a palette of render and stained Siberian larch. 
The roof is of natural slate, with sections of 

TOP TIP
“Plan ahead as much as 
possible and try to nail 
down the details”

KITCHEN
Paul sourced the unusual lights 
for the dropped timber-lined 
ceiling in the kitchen; a bench 
forms a window seat

DINING
Above the dining table, shadows 
are cast by the glazed atrium, and 
colour introduced by the timber 
and ceramic artwork
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external walling clad in slate tiles.
ºƂlt�oug� we didn½t agree a fiÝed price] we 

were fortunate that our builders managed to 
order most items before Covid supply issues 
occurred and material costs rocketed,” says Paul. 
“Six months later, and we would probably have 
paid around 50% more for the build.”

Aluminium slim frame glazing was installed, 
with UV glass and integrated electric blinds 
operated by solar power. “Pernilla insisted 
on triple glazing, and they’re pretty hefty 
windows,” says Paul. “With so much glass in the 
design, we had to be careful it didn’t turn into a 
greenhouse, but actually the house is extremely 
comfortable and holds a fairly constant 
temperature all year round.”

Additional frameless glass was supplied by 
one of the builder’s contacts in Lithuania as a 
way to save money and remain within budget. 
The kitchen cut-out window is one huge sheet of 
glass and was transported to the UK, together 
with glass panels for the atrium. 

“Everything was manually lifted without 
cranes, and it took about 10 people using 
scaffolding to install the heavy glass panels 
above the dining table, which are around 10 
metres up,” says Paul. “I just shut my eyes and 
hoped for the best, but fortunately everything 
slotted into place.”

The proposed size of the hallway window 
to the front elevation was reduced as a means 
to save money on the build, and the architect 
designed stylish louvred timber privacy panels 
for the glass, which may be removed for 
cleaning. In the hallway, the original plan for a 
large, four-metre glass roof panel was replaced 

LÞ t�ree rooyig�ts as a �ore econo�ical option.
“We needed to watch the budget, and didn’t 

choose to install integrated technology, although 
we do have an alarm system with CCTV,” says 
Paul. “We also have an air source heat pump, 
w�ic� powers t�e underyoor �eating] Lut was 
noisier than expected. This was resolved by 
installing a (costly) soundproof cabinet, and we 
also have a mechanical ventilation and heat 
recoÛerÞ sÞste�] w�ic� proÛides air�filtered 
ventilation throughout the house.”

Paul was able to be on site most days and 
vound t�e interior fit�out to Le t�e �ost stressvul 
part of the project. “Every time I turned up 
on site] � got �it wit� around Îä µuestions 
and decisions which needed to be made 
immediately. There’s only so much you can 
pre-plan and anticipate, but our builders and 
architects were extremely accommodating and 
made some changes as we went along.”

When it came to the interiors, Pernilla and 
Paul worked with project architect Louisa, who 
presented the couple with various options for 
every room. “Once again we had a wish list 
and wanted a fairly blank canvas to be able 
to display our artwork,” says Paul. “Being 
Scandinavian, Pernilla prefers a muted palette of 
greys and blues, and brighter colours were then 
added with the art.”

-i�ple engineered oak yooring was laid 
oÛer t�e underyoor �eating] and t�e va�ilÞ 
looked at hundreds of pictures on Pinterest for 
interior inspiration. Finding the perfect kitchen 
cabinets for their home proved challenging, and 
eventually Paul saw a picture of an American 
open plan kitchen with wood veneer panelling 

CONTACTS/
SUPPLIERS

ARCHITECT
Concept Eight Architects
www.concept8.co.uk

BUILDER, ELECTRICS, 
HEATING, VENTILATION
LS Builder
www.lsbuilders.co.uk

TRIPLE GLAZING
Internorm
www.internorm.com

JOINERY
Inspired Woodwork
www.inspired-woodwork.co.uk

GLAZING
Thames Valley Window 
Company
www.tvwindows.com

KITCHEN
Espresso Design
www.espressodesign.co.uk

BATHROOMS
Ashford Plumbing & Heating 
Supplies
ä£ÓxÓ ÈÓ£äÎx

FLOORING
Vincent Flooring
www.Ûincentyooring.co.uk

LIGHTING
Holloways of Ludlow
www.�ollowaÞsoyudlow.co�
Lights.co.uk

LIVING IN STYLE
A contemporary two-sided 
fireplace was c�osen to work wit� 
the large sliding door which leads 
into the cinema room
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offset by white stone counters.
Lead architect Louisa then worked with award-

winning Espresso Design, who create what have 
been described by the Sunday Times’ Style 
magazine as ‘the world’s coolest kitchens.’ 

Designing a kitchen to celebrate the 
architectural style of the new build property 
resulted in bespoke furniture in a custom lacquer 
colour, with grain-matched Rosewood veneer 
island units, Istone Calcatta worktops, and a 

aesarstone 	lack /e�pal yoating Lreakvast 
Lar. º/�e co�panÞ produced Î� co�puter 
models of the kitchen, and it was exactly what 
we wanted,” says Paul.

A striking open plan feature staircase 
was supplied by the builder, and creates a 
vocal point in t�e �eart ov t�e ground yoor. 
Acoustic panelling was installed to dampen 
noise and prevent the atrium from becoming 
an echo chamber.

“We needed to get a three month extension 
on our rental property because Covid meant that 
our project was inevitably running slightly late,” 
says Paul. “Once the house was in a habitable 
state, we did a partial possession in March 2022 
and t�e Luilders continued to finis� ovv and 

complete the landscaping.” 
A porous resin driveway has been laid to 

the front for better drainage, with an outdoor 
cooking area, barbecue, and seating in the back 
garden. “We plan to add a pergola and create 
a covering so that we can use the space in all 
weathers,” says Paul, who also employed LS 
	uilders to construct a Îä �2 stand-alone garden 
studio/den for his sons and their friends in the 
rear garden, with sliding glass doors and exterior 
cladding to match the main house.

“My initial budget guess was way off, and 
we ended up doubling it,” says Paul of their 
eventual £1.1m build. “The overall build and 
bungalow purchase costs just about break-even 
on today’s house valuation, so we’ve probably 
not �ade a �uge profit] Lut t�at was neÛer 
our aim. 

“Over the years, we’ve extended and 
�odified Ûarious �o�es] Lut onlÞ now �aÛe 
we really achieved what we wanted. This is 
exactly how we’d hoped to live and will still 
be ideal for just the two of us after the boys 
leave home. To be able to build our own 
home has been an incredibly creative and 
collaborative experience.”

“We always advise clients not to rush 
the design stage – investing time leads to 
fewer changes, and a smoother process”
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As the demand for sustainable 
living solutions rises, the concept 
of Passivhaus design has garnered 

significant attention a�ong selv�Luilders 
and renovators in the UK and across 
Europe. Combining meticulous design 
standards with smart technology, 
‘passive’ houses can offer unparalleled 
energÞ evficiencÞ and co�vort vor selv�
build. 

However, the concept can rely heavily 
on the occupants to fully achieve the 
targets of low energy consumption, 
constant comfort temperatures, and 
overall performance of the building. This 
is where intelligent building automation 
is perfect for Passivhaus design as the 
sÞste� takes t�e Lenefits ov t�e Luilding 
concept to the next level by seamlessly 
integrating the whole of the home into 
one sÞste�] co�ordinating eac� ele�ent 
to work in t�e �ost evficient waÞ possiLle 
– all while the owners don’t have to worry 
about a thing. This ensures a home is not 
onlÞ energÞ�evficient Lut also intelligentlÞ 
responsive to its occupants’ needs.

WHAT IS A PASSIVHAUS?
A Passivhaus home adheres to rigorous 
design standards aimed at minimising 
energy consumption while maintaining 
optimal indoor comfort. These homes 
utilise superior insulation] �ig��
performance windows, and strategic 
ventilation to achieve exceptional 
energÞ evficiencÞ. 

By reducing energy demand for 
�eating and cooling] *assiÛ�aus�
designed �o�es contriLute significantlÞ 
to environmental sustainability and have 
vastly lower utility costs.

HOW DOES BUILDING AUTOMATION HELP?
There can be a lot of manual intervention 
needed when living in a Passivhaus. For 
example, lowering external blinds 
to prevent solar radiation warming 
a room beyond a comfortable 
temperature, boosting the extraction in 

the kitchen when cooking, or adjusting 
the mechanical ventilation with heat 
recovery (MVHR) based on CO2 levels 
when entertaining.

There are many technologies 
added to a Passivhaus that need to 
be controlled, and that is why opting 
for a holistic building automation 
system would enhance the inherent 
Lenefits ov a passiÛe �ouse t�roug� 
intelligent and coordinated control. -elv�
Luilders pursuing *assiÛ�aus�certified 
building should consider how all these 
technologies will need to be controlled, 
and how they will work together – or in 
t�e worst case �ow t�eÞ would conyict in 
their operation. 

-elv�Luilders s�ould researc� vor a 
truly intelligent system that would simply 
take care of all this for them. There are 
systems on the market that would always 
know where the sun is in relation to 
each window, factor in the temperature 

in each room, and then decide whether 
t�e Llind on t�at specific window s�ould 
be lowered or not. That way, you truly 
get the most out of the investment 
you’ve made in pursuing the Passivhaus 
standard. The result is a home that 
maintains ideal temperatures and air 
quality with minimal human intervention, 
further reducing energy consumption 
and improving overall comfort.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY & ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
One of the primary advantages of a 
passive house is its low environmental 
impact. According to the Passivhaus 
/rust] a certified new passiÛe �ouse 
Luilt todaÞ will result in significantlÞ 
fewer lifetime emissions compared to 
conventional new builds. 

/�ere are �anÞ selv�Luilders out t�ere 
that will adopt aspects of the standard, 
but perhaps not get the grading from the 
trust itself. Don’t let that put you off from 

Tyron Cosway of Loxone looks at the role building automation can play in 
maximising the comfort and liveability of low energy Passivhaus designs

Passivhaus comforts, 
‘automatically’
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offset by white stone counters.
Lead architect Louisa then worked with award-

winning Espresso Design, who create what have 
been described by the Sunday Times’ Style 
magazine as ‘the world’s coolest kitchens.’ 

Designing a kitchen to celebrate the 
architectural style of the new build property 
resulted in bespoke furniture in a custom lacquer 
colour, with grain-matched Rosewood veneer 
island units, Istone Calcatta worktops, and a 
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still achieving exceptional performance 
of your building. By harnessing 
renewable energy sources like solar 
power and �aÝi�ising t�eir evficiencÞ] 
passive houses can achieve substantial 
reductions in carbon footprint. 

Opting for a holistic home automation 
system ensures that energy from these 
sources is used optimally, storing excess 
energy in smart ways and reducing 
reliance on non�renewaLle sources.

ENHANCING HEALTH & WELLBEING
Passive houses are designed with the 
occupant’s health and wellbeing in 
mind. The continuous supply of fresh air 
through advanced ventilation systems 
helps maintain excellent indoor air 
quality, reducing the risk of respiratory 
issues and other health problems. 

Moreover, the consistent indoor 
temperatures provided by superior 
insulation and smart heating systems 
contribute to a comfortable living 
enÛiron�ent Þear�round. �ake sure Þou 
find a sÞste� t�at can intervace wit� 
your heating, cooling, and MVHR so 
that you don’t end up with competing 
systems. You wouldn’t want the heating 
system to go into overdrive trying to 
reach a comfortable temperature, but it 
doesn’t realise that the ventilation is in 
boost mode to extract humid air because 

you’re entertaining and so naturally more 
people in a space increases the CO2
levels – these systems should work in 
harmony, not in isolation from each other. 
There are very few systems on the market 
that actively monitor all of this for you 
and adjust indoor conditions to maintain 
the perfect balance of temperature 
and humidity.

COST SAVINGS & LONG-TERM VALUE
While the initial cost of building a passive 
house can be higher than traditional 
�o�es] t�e long�ter� saÛings are 
substantial. Reduced energy bills and 
lower maintenance costs make passive 
houses a wise investment. 

Respect that investment by getting 
a professionally installed home 
automation system to enhance these 
savings by ensuring that energy is used 
evficientlÞ and onlÞ w�en necessarÞ. 
By automating routine tasks such as 
adjusting blinds and controlling heating, 
such systems will reduce the need for 
manual intervention, saving both time 
and money for homeowners.

CASE STUDIES

asa -op�ia eÝe�plifies t�e sÞnergÞ 
between passive house principles 
and building automation technology. 
Automated shading, heating, and 

cooling work in harmony with the house’s 
passive design to provide a living 
environment that is both sustainable and 
comfortable. The result is a home that 
not only meets but exceeds the stringent 
criteria of the Passivhaus standard.

Lilu’s House is another shining example 
ov passiÛe �ouse evficiencÞ aug�ented 
with intelligent automation. This 
residence integrates renewable energy 
sources and smart automation to achieve 
re�arkaLle energÞ evficiencÞ. /�e 
intelligent control system adjusts heating, 
ventilation, and lighting according to the 
time of day and occupancy, ensuring that 
energy consumption is minimised without 
sacrificing co�vort. 

�or selv�Luilders and renoÛators 
seeking to create sustainable, 
co�vortaLle] and evficient �o�es] 
integrating building automation is 
a great way to do so, especially for 
passive houses. The solution needs to 
�aÝi�ise energÞ evficiencÞ] en�ance 
occupant wellLeing] and proÛide long�
term cost savings. Embrace the future of 
sustainable living by doing your research 
and your passive house build justice – 
and experience the ultimate in smart, 
eco�vriendlÞ �o�e design.

Tyron Cosway is UK branch manager 
for Loxone
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The new DuraPost® SLEEK aluminium range 
from Birkdale is a contemporary and durable 
fence panel solution that is incredibly easy 
to install thanks to its modular structure. 
It is available in two high-quality design 
options, the SLEEK Privacy Panel and 
the SLEEK Screen Panel, with a matching 
SLEEK Aluminium Gate also available. 
The DuraPost® SLEEK Privacy Panel is a 
contemporary take on the classic tongue 
and groove timber panel, while the SLEEK 
Screen Panel emulates a classic slatted fence 

panel design. Unlike timber, the SLEEK panels are highly durable and 
low-maintenance, extruded from 6063 aluminium and powder coated 
Sahara Black as standard to ensure longevity of fi nish.

0345 450 9000   www.birkdalesales.com

New Durapost® sleek aluminium fence range

SBH07_Birkdale_Landscaping & External Works_PR.indd   1 19/07/2024   08:51

Keller has delivered a fi rst for the kitchen 
market; a bio-based kitchen. enduura® is 
exceptional because the material used is not 
readily available in the market. By bringing 
together complementary suppliers, �eller 
has created a bio-based interior panel 
suitable for mass production, from their own 
manufacturing facility in Bergen op <oom, 
/he Netherlands. 7ith the introduction 
of the biobased kitchen, D�G takes an 
important step towards its goal\ £00¯ bio-
based products by 20Î0. /he base material 

is MD� which comprises residual streams from the wood industry. /his 
means that no trees are cut down for its production, thus avoiding extra 
CO2 emissions.

www.kellerkitchens.com

enduura® kitchen from Keller

SBH07_Keller_Interiors - Kitchens_Edit.indd   1 19/07/2024   08:57
BAL – market-leaders for full tiling solutions – have launched a new innovative “Grout-Effect Sealant” 
for seamless transitions. BAL Micromax Grout-Effect Sealant is formulated with a unique technology 
which provides a textured, matt-fi nish that blends perfectly with your grout – no more shiny, stand-
out high gloss sealant! Colour-matched to BAL Micromax3 ECO Grouts, it provides a uniform 
fi nish in colour AND texture, across all joints; whether they are grouted tile joints, sealed perimeter 
joints, movement joints or internal corners. BAL Micromax Grout-Effect Sealant is waterproof with 
excellent adhesion and is perfect for sealing between tiles and other materials including sanitary, 
acrylic, fi breglass, glass, glazed tiles, porcelain and painted surfaces in dry and wet interior and 
exterior environments. It can even be used in high-traffi c areas and is also perfect for external tiling 
installations for example when sealing between 20 cm porcelain tiles and drain grates. BAL Grout-
Effect Sealant is also formulated with long-lasting Microban® antimicrobial protection against black 
mould – which provides market-leading protection for hygiene areas when subject to the usual 
cleaning regimes. BAL Micromax Grout-Effect Sealant will be available from BAL stockists, with a total 
of 25 contrasting or complementary colour tones, providing a seamless colour-matched grout and 
sealant solution for every tile colour or type.

01782 591100   www.bal-adhesives.com/products/bal-micromax-grout-effect-sealant

BAL launches new Grout-Effect Sealant

SBH07_BAL_Interiors - Bathrooms & Kitchens_DPR.indd   1 29/07/2024   12:11
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Digital Issue
The digital issue of Selfbuilder
& Homemaker provides all
the same content as the print
issue with the added
advantage of being instantly
available whenever and
wherever you have access to
the internet. In addition to its
ease of access the digital
issue of Selfbuilder &
Homemaker gives direct links
to advertisers, allowing you to
visit a potential supplier’s
website with the simple click
of a mouse. Subscribe at
www.sbhonline.co.uk
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www.sbhonline.co.uk
The Selfbuilder & Homemaker
website is an online provider
of past and present products
and news items for the
selfbuilder. Regularly updated
with hundreds of press
releases sbhonline.co.uk is a
one-stop source for all the
latest press releases providing
you with access to information
about products and services
you require for your project as
well as self-build relevant
news and case studies.

SBH Newsletter
Emailed on a monthly basis,
the Selfbuilder & Homemaker
newsletter is designed to
provide you with the latest
information on products and
services of interest, direct to
your inbox. You can quickly
gather a snapshot of
information from up to 12
care-fully selected companies
and easily follow links through
to further information on
www.sbhonline.co.uk, or go
direct to the company’s own
website. Brochures and
videos are also regularly
available. Subscribe at
www.sbhonline.co.uk

SBH FillerAd NEW_Layout 1  03/04/2018    

sash window locks

R
O
L
A

R
O
L
A

www.sashwindowlock.com
Tel: 0844 482 20 34 Fax 01708 768 825
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 To get your company listed here, contact us today on 
01435 863500

TEMPORARY 
ACCOMMODATION
Worcestershire Caravan Sales                                                
01299 878872                
worcestershirecaravansales.com

OAK PRODUCTS AIR CONDITIONING & 
VENTILATION
EnviroVent
01423 810810
www.envirovent.com

Total Home Environment
0345 260 0123
www.totalhome.co.uk

BATHROOMS & SHOWERS
Grant Westfi eld
0131 337 6262
www.grantwestfi eld.co.uk

BI FOLDING & SLIDING DOORS
Garador Ltd
01935 443 722        
www.garador.co.uk

DOORS, WINDOWS & 
CONSERVATORIES
Kloeber UK
01487 740044 
www.kloeber.co.uk 

FINANCE & INSURANCE
Self-Build Zone
0345 230 9874        
www.selfbuildzone.com

FIRES & FIREPLACES 
Capital Fireplaces
01462 813138
www.capitalfi replaces.co.uk

Clearview Stoves
01588 650401  
www.clearviewstoves.com

GARAGE DOORS
Hormann (UK)        
01530 513000     
www.hormann.co.uk

GLASS & GLAZING
Red Glazing Systems
0203 478 9610
www.redglazingsystems.co.uk

OAK PRODUCTS
Antique Buildings Ltd                                        
01483 200477                                    
www.antiquebuildings.com

STAIRS & STAIRCASES
Complete Stair Systems Ltd
01794 522444
completestairsystems.co.uk

TIMBER & JOINERY 
The Oak Designs Company Ltd
01273 400411
www.oakdesigns.co.uk

Osmo UK         
01296 481220       
www.osmouk.com

LAND FOR SALE
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