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As touched upon in our last issue, gaining planning permission and dealing with 
local authorities has been a major sticking point for self-builders for some time. 
A quick Google News search of the term ‘self-build’ returns a slightly 
depressing catalogue of local news stories about planning refusals for both
self- and custom-build applications. 

However, the Government’s ongoing commitment to build more – and the 
reforms it promises to help facilitate that – means the sector is hopeful the tide 
could be turning. 

At the end of May the Government revealed plans to support SME builders to 
help “get Britain building”. It acknowledged that a planning system that sees a 
site of 10 or less homes having to go through the same process as a site of over 
£ää ho�es is y aÜed] and «Ào�ised to ºstÀea�line» the syste�° �t also said it Üill 
ease Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) requirements for SMEs.

With much of the UK’s self- and custom-build housing built by SME builders, 
this is welcome news for the sector. The proposed changes have been praised 
by the National Custom & Self Build Association (NaCSBA), who has been 
fi ghting voÀ yeaÀs voÀ an oveÀhaul ov the «lanning syste� that cuÀÀently ÜoÀks 
against small projects. 

A turbulent planning process was sadly the reality for Lily and Rob Wood’s 
«Ào�ect in south Üest �ondon] ÜheÀe changing «lanning ovfi ceÀs] �oving 
goalposts and various other requests meant gaining approval took almost two 
yeaÀs° 	ut des«ite the «ainvul staÀt] theiÀ fi nished va�ily ho�e Üas ÜoÀth all the 
hardship. You can read more about the project in Carol Burns’ case study on 
page 34. 

Elsewhere in London, Al and Lily Chen 
overcame potential planning issues 
when their architect submitted a joint 
application with a neighbouring property 
for matching single storey extensions 
clad in London-stock brick. It meant both 
looked original and in-keeping with one 
another, as Alexandra Pratt explains in 
her case study on page 14.

ROSEANNE FIELD
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For anyone embarking on the 
rewarding journey of building their 
own home, one of the most exciting 

aspects comes at the later stages: 
transforming a beautifully constructed 
space into a living environment that 
feels personal, practical and timeless. 
Furniture plays a pivotal role in this 
tÀansition and Ühile fi tted vuÀnituÀe 
often comes to mind as the go-to 
solution for built-in storage or tailored 
looks, there’s a compelling case for 
considering an alternative: customisable 
freestanding furniture.

Customisable furniture offers the 
perfect middle ground between 
y at�«ack convenience and the 
«eÀ�anence ov vully fi tted designs° �t 
can be an ideal solution for self-builders 
seeking a personalised style without 

co�«Ào�ising on vutuÀe y eÝiLility] 
creative freedom or build quality.

Customisable furniture refers to 
standalone pieces (such as dressers, 
wardrobes, sideboards and desks) built 
to high s«ecifi cations Lut Üith o«tions 
voÀ siâe] colouÀ] confi guÀation and 
detailing. Unlike mass-market furniture, 
these pieces are typically made to 
order, allowing homeowners to specify 
di�ensions] select fi nishes and choose 
haÀdÜaÀe oÀ veatuÀes that Àey ect the 
personality of the space.

/his a««Àoach divveÀs vÀo� fi tted 
vuÀnituÀe] Ühich is «eÀ�anently fi Ýed 
to walls and usually built onsite to 
the contouÀs ov a Àoo�° �t½s also vaÀ 
Àe�oved vÀo� y at«ack vuÀnituÀe] Ühich is 
manufactured for mass appeal, requires 
home assembly and is rarely built to last.

WHY SELF-BUILDERS SHOULD CONSIDER 
CUSTOMISABLE FURNITURE
Self-building is about creating a 
ho�e that fi ts youÀ livestyle q not 
just structurally, but emotionally and 
practically too. Customisable furniture 
aligns beautifully with that mindset and 
can further enhance your project in a 
number of ways.

LONG-TERM FLEXIBILITY
"ne ov the key Lenefi ts ov vÀeestanding 
customisable furniture is its adaptability. 
7hile fi tted vuÀnituÀe is «eÀ�anent 
and divfi cult to �ove oÀ Àe«uÀ«ose] 
freestanding pieces can evolve with your 
needs. You might want to refresh a room, 
Àeconfi guÀe a s«ace as youÀ va�ily gÀoÜs] 
or even take your furniture with you if 
you move. With custom pieces, you 
�aintain the y eÝiLility that fi Ýed solutions 
can’t offer.

DESIGN CONTINUITY ACROSS SPACES
Customisable furniture allows for 
cohesion throughout the home without 
becoming repetitive. By choosing a 
consistent colouÀ «alette] fi nish oÀ design 
style, you can link spaces together while 
tailoring each piece to its function. A 
media cabinet in the living room can 
shaÀe visual cues Üith a ho�e ovfi ce 
desk or kitchen dresser, while still feeling 
appropriate to each room.

A FITTED LOOK WITHOUT THE 
PERMANENCE
Many homeowners appreciate the built-
in look for its clean lines, minimal gaps 
and a tailoÀed fi t° 7ith caÀevul «lanning] 
customisable freestanding furniture can 
also achieve this look. Slightly wider 
«ieces can Le �ade to fi t LetÜeen 
alcoves, or taller wardrobes can be 
designed to reach just below the 
ceiling, creating a seamless, intentional 
look without the commitment of 
permanent installation.

Adam Brown of The Painted Furniture Company 
discusses how customisable freestanding furniture 
ovveÀs y eÝiLle] high�µuality «ieces that ada«t oveÀ 
time and combine personal style, durability and 
design continuity.

FLEXIBLE 
ELEGANCE

 HOME STYLING

SUPERIOR CRAFTMANSHIP & DURABILITY
1nlike y at«ack vuÀnituÀe] Ühich is 
designed voÀ cost�evfi ciency and 
convenience, customisable pieces are 
crafted from high-quality materials 
using traditional joinery. Think dovetail 
�oints ÀatheÀ than ca��lock fi ttings] solid 
timbers over laminates, and painted 
fi nishes that can Le ÀevÀeshed oveÀ ti�e°

EASIER INTEGRATION WITH EVOLVING 
INTERIORS
Self-builders often complete their 
interiors in stages. You might get the 
�ain stÀuctuÀe in «lace fi Àst] then 
fi ne�tune the look and veel as you settle 
in. Customisable furniture supports this 
phased approach. Rather than locking 
in permanent features early on, you 
can introduce key pieces gradually, each 
tailored to your developing vision.

ACHIEVING THE LOOK YOU WANT
A major advantage of custom furniture 
is the range of styles available. 

Whether you’re building a rural retreat, 
a modern townhouse or a coastal 
getaway, there are options to suit. 
From shaker simplicity to contemporary 
minimalism, from bold colours to classic 
neutrals, your furniture can express 
your taste and enhance the character of 
the home.

Ƃnd Lecause you choose the fi nish 
and confi guÀation] you½Àe not li�ited 
by seasonal trends or standard formats. 
�v you Üant a tall laÀdeÀ cu«LoaÀd voÀ a 
kitchen alcove or a wide sideboard to 
double as a hallway console, with custom 
furniture, the answer is usually ‘yes.’

PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Custom furniture does require more 
planning than ready-made pieces. 
Each item is made to order meaning 
lead times can be longer, so it’s wise 
to align your order with your build 
schedule. Delivery access should also 
be factored in, particularly for large 
items, though many suppliers offer 

split designs or onsite assembly to help 
navigate tight spaces.

While prices vary, customisable 
furniture often offers better long-term 
value than high�end y at«ack oÀ 
Les«oke fi tted alteÀnatives] es«ecially 
when you consider its durability and the 
tailored experience.

FINAL THOUGHTS
A self-build home is more than a 
collection of rooms, it’s an expression 
of your values, needs and lifestyle. 
Customisable freestanding furniture 
supports that vision by offering a 
uniµue co�Lination ov y eÝiLility] style 
and cÀavts�anshi«° �t½s a Àe�indeÀ that 
good design doesn’t always have to 
Le fi Ýed in «lace° -o�eti�es] the 
most thoughtful choices are the ones 
that can move, grow and adapt right 
alongside you.

Adam Brown is a director and co-founder 
of The Painted Furniture Company
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Scandi-Inspired Self-Build 
Brought to Life with VELFAC

When Fiona and William Coe 
set out to build their 
dream home in the Suffolk 

countryside, they had a clear vision: 
timeless Scandinavian style, exceptional 
natural light, and high energy 
performance. That vision became 
Homestead—a striking, modern family 
home built to Passivhaus principles and 
brought to life with VELFAC windows 
and doors.

Recommended by industry friends, 
VELFAC was the natural choice. 
-li��vÀa�ed] tÀi«le�glaâed units fi ll 

the home with light and deliver 
outstanding thermal performance. 
“The design possibilities with 
VELFAC are incredible,” says Fiona. 
“We loved that we could have sleek 
aluminium frames outside and warm 
timber inside.”

A dramatic double-height library 
Üall y oods the hall Üith light] thanks 
to a huge 3m-wide VELFAC 200 
ENERGY window—expertly installed 
by distributor okoHaus using a 
Smartlift robot. A frameless corner 
window opens up views to the front 

garden, while sliding doors and 
Juliet balconies upstairs embrace the 
surrounding landscape.

Finished in a rich grey-black powder 
coat to complement zinc cladding, the 
external frames bring a contemporary 
edge° �nside] �-
�ceÀtifi ed «ine adds 
warmth and texture.

“After years in a draughty Victorian 
house, we’re loving the calm, comfort 
and evfi ciency ov ouÀ neÜ ho�e]» �iona 
adds. “VELFAC made it all possible.”

01480 759 510   velfac.co.uk

10
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1. Inspired by the beauty of nature, the 
Gogan collection from Chaplins draws 
its name and aesthetic from the smooth, 
time-worn Japanese stones that line 
the banks of rivers and lakes. Like these 
stones, the Gogan sofa and armchair 
aÀe scul«ted into y at] solid voÀ�s that 
invite relaxation and comfort. The sofa’s 
undulating shape evokes the interlocking 
positions of stone sculptures that 
maintain balance and stability despite 
their irregular shapes, elevating your 
living space with its natural elegance 
and timeless beauty. Price: £19,320
chaplins.co.uk

2. The Cece small pedestal from Olivia’s 
showcases a striking Pandora marble 
effect with neutral tones that blend 
seamlessly into any space. Perfect for use 
on its own or grouped for added impact, 
this versatile piece is also available as a 
side or coffee table. Designed to elevate 
and add drama to any object or room, it’s 
both functional and stylish. Price: £271
olivias.com

3. Designed with deep-piled covers and 
subtly tapered feet, the Blyth range

7hetheÀ you need to fi nd the «eÀvect sova voÀ 
relaxing in the evenings or some handy storage 
to keep things tidy, we’ve curated a selection of 
products from the comfortable to the practical to 
help you create your ideal living space.

INTERIOR 
INSPIRATION:
LIVING 
ROOMS

1

(snuggle chair power recliner pictured) 
from ScS adds a touch of elegance to 
any home, available in a host of colours. 
The subtle stitching patterns enhance 
its visual appeal, adding a touch of 
texture to the overall design. Whether 
you’re searching for a three or four 
seater sofa, a cosy power love chair, or a 
stylish designer footstool, the range has 
something for every preference. Its clean 
lines, gently curved arms and balanced 
proportions provide ample seating. 
Price: £949
scs.co.uk

4. The Beauvais coffee table from 
Sweetpea & Willow is crafted from 
mango wood and detailed with a 
patterned drawer made from bone and 
aged gold. The table is the perfect place 
to store remotes and reading glasses to 
keep your space clean and convenient 
while decorating your living room with 
natural charm and beauty. Price: £1,000
www.sweetpeaandwillow.com

5. Handmade from richly toned mango 
wood with soft, curving edges and 
y uted details] the Tinta Green Stripe 

Sideboard from Oliver Bonas sits in a 
loÜ] Üide «Àofi le on vouÀ handcaÀved 
veet] Üith a s�ooth suÀvace fi nish on to«° 
It features two small drawers in the right 
hand side, the top coated in a screen 
«Àinted gÀeen stÀi«e vaLÀic] and fi nished 
with hammered brass pulls. The main 
compartment has two rattan panelled 
doors with handcarved handles. This 
contemporary sideboard contains plenty 
of space to store home accessories, 
keeping your living space stylish and 
clutter-free. Price: £575
www.oliverbonas.com

6. Enjoy big moments on television with 
Desser & Co’s Manhattan Wide Rattan 
& Wood TV Stand with storage (pictured 
in black). The handmade sustainable 
solid mango wood TV stand features 
two natural rattan front panel cupboards 
and gold handle detailing, ideal for 
hiding away TV boxes and games 
consoles. Perfect for any living room 
aesthetic, it can be styled with other 
trendy furnishings for a modern look or 
with vintage items for a more retro style. 
Price: £499
desser.co.uk
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to keep things tidy, we’ve curated a selection of 
products from the comfortable to the practical to 
help you create your ideal living space.

INTERIOR 
INSPIRATION:
LIVING 
ROOMS

1
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doors with handcarved handles. This 
contemporary sideboard contains plenty 
of space to store home accessories, 
keeping your living space stylish and 
clutter-free. Price: £575
www.oliverbonas.com

6. Enjoy big moments on television with 
Desser & Co’s Manhattan Wide Rattan 
& Wood TV Stand with storage (pictured 
in black). The handmade sustainable 
solid mango wood TV stand features 
two natural rattan front panel cupboards 
and gold handle detailing, ideal for 
hiding away TV boxes and games 
consoles. Perfect for any living room 
aesthetic, it can be styled with other 
trendy furnishings for a modern look or 
with vintage items for a more retro style. 
Price: £499
desser.co.uk
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“We were looking for a family home 
with potential for expansion,” 
explains Lily Chen, who has two 

young children with her husband, Al. “We 
bought this home in 2019 because we loved 
its Edwardian character and it offered plenty of 
space for our children to play.” 

Set in a conservation area in Wandsworth, this 
end-terrace home is typical for the area, offering 
charm, space and that most highly prized home 
feature; a garden in London.

While the home’s vitals set their hearts racing, 
the condition of the building did not. “It hadn’t 
been touched in 30 years,” recalls Lily. “The 
kitchen was small and the bedrooms were 
cramped. The loft and the basement were not 
usable. We also wanted to improve the energy 
evfi ciency ov the «Ào«eÀty°» 

The couple’s solution was a comprehensive 
refurbishment of the entire building. Al and 
Lily also took this opportunity to extend it, so 
that key areas are a more appropriate size for 
family life. These additions included making 
the basement a functional space, adding a 
small dormer extension to the loft and a more 
signifi cant gÀound y ooÀ eÝtension] Ühich ovveÀs 
a spacious kitchen and dining room. Most 
strikingly, this space also incorporates an internal 
courtyard that adds green space and fresh air all 
year round.

“Having a full-width extension produced its 
own challenges, such as how to get natural light 
and ventilation to other areas. The solution was a 
new courtyard,” says architect Adoracion Marco 
Vidal of William Tozer Associates, who admits 
the concept is somewhat counterintuitive when 
square footage is at such a premium, but “it 
brings natural light deep into the plan.” 

This injection of light and air meant that 
further out into the extension, the architects 
were able to make the extension higher, rather 
than have a loÜeÀ Àooy ine along the entiÀe 
addition without a courtyard. 

William Tozer Associates is an award-winning 

London-based architecture practice that was 
recommended to Lily and Al by friends. “We 
chose William Tozer Associates because of their 
reputation for high-quality minimal design and 
their experience with similar projects,” explains 
Lily. “We’ve been extremely happy with their 
work; they were professional, knowledgeable 
and always willing to listen to our ideas.”

Those ideas were expressed in the brief the 
couple gave to the practice. “We wanted a 
modern, functional family home that retained 
some of the property’s original character,” says 
Lily. “The plan evolved through a collaborative 
process, with both us and the architect 
contributing ideas. The intriguing use of light 
and Àey ection Üas a �oint idea°»

�ns«iÀational use ov light is the defi ning veatuÀe 
of the project and is more than the single 
internal courtyard; it is consistent throughout 
the home. All four levels are organised around 
straight lines and spaces that simultaneously 
divide and connect, conceal and reveal. For 
eÝa�«le] sliding «ocket dooÀs ­fi Àe�Àated] as 
is required in all homes with more than two 
storeys) can either disappear into a wall or fully 
enclose rooms, such as in the loft extension. 
Here, an open living room can be converted into 
a private bedroom, closed off from the landing 
by pocket doors that form a partition. The wall 

“We wanted a 
modern, functional 
family home that 
retained some of the 
property’s original 
character.”

Al and Lily Chen’s renovated and extended Edwardian home is a masterclass 
in space and light.
TEXT ALEXANDRA PRATT IMAGES WILLIAM TOZER ASSOCIATES

BEYOND THE LOOKING 
GLASS

CASE STUDY
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above the doors is clad in a frameless mirror. 
This creates the illusion there is no wall and the 
ceiling is continuous, making the space feel 
open at all times.


lseÜheÀe] a glass y ooÀ LetÜeen the fi Àst 
and second y ooÀs] co�Lined Üith a laÀge 
Àooy ight aLove] LÀings natuÀal light and vieÜs 
of the sky down two levels into the building, 
while the open-riser staircase allows the light 
to continue onwards, down another storey to 
the gÀound y ooÀ° �n the sitting Àoo�] Ühich 
has the tÀaditional layout ov a centÀal fi Àe«lace 
with recesses on either side, each recess is fully 
mirrored. This creates a visual ‘doubling’ of the 
living space, which gives the impression that 
the project is a conversion of not one, but two 
terraced houses. 

“My parents were architects,” explains Lily. 
“And my inspiration came from visits to various 
architecturally interesting buildings over the 
yeaÀs° � like �ini�alist aÀchitectuÀe Üith so�e 
Ƃsian iny uences° �y vavouÀite «aÀt ov this house 
is the couÀtyaÀd on the gÀound y ooÀ] Ühich 
reminds me of my childhood home in Asia, 
where such courtyards are very common for 
light and air circulation.”

Achieving such ambitious goals in an 
Edwardian terrace on a London street has 
«Àoved challenging] hoÜeveÀ° /he fi Àst huÀdle 
to overcome was the question of planning 
permission. The home is in a conservation 
area, so there were restrictions on the materials 

Lily and Al could choose and the scale of any 
additions° Ƃlthough the gÀound y ooÀ eÝtension 
is Luilt using theÀ�ally evfi cient cavity �asonÀy 
walls with reclaimed London stock brick on the 
exterior, they were able to use more modern 
materials on the small dormer extension to the 
loft. This was built using highly insulated timber 
frame construction techniques and clad in zinc.

The couple also upgraded the huge roof 
throughout, so it is now fully insulated. With such 
a comprehensive renovation, it was a natural 
step to include the replacement of all the glazing 
in their home. To the front, the Edwardian facade 
has new, traditional casement windows which 
were replicated like-for-like in timber. To the 
rear, however, they chose modern aluminium-
framed windows by Velfac. These windows offer 
a very slim frame and trickle vents that can be 
concealed internally, giving the appearance of 
‘frameless’ windows that almost seem to be 
voids and y ood the ho�e Üith light°

To gain permission for these changes, 
Tozer Associates found they had to engage 
the local council’s planning department with 
an outstanding design stÀategy° �n addition 
to taking account of the conservation area 
restrictions, they were able to overcome 
potential concerns about height at the 
boundary and light to neighbouring properties 
by proposing a joint application with the 
neighbouring home (also clients of Tozer 
Associates). This means that both properties now 

AL & LILY’S TOP 
TIPS
* Do your research 
* Hire a good architect 
and builder
* Be prepared for 
challenges
* Renovating your home 
is a big challenge, but 
the ÀeÜaÀds aÀe defi nitely 
worth it

16

SBHM_0708_2025 03-18.indd   16 28/07/2025   09:01



I N N OVAT I V E  /  B E S P O K E  K I TC H E N S E S P R E S S O D E S I G N.CO.U K 

Design Centre Chelsea Harbour, London, SW10 0XE
149 St John’s Hill, London SW11 1TQ

T +44207 078 9912    enquiries@espressodesign.co.uk

Ka
si

a 
Fi

sz
er

Espresso_SelfBuilder.indd   1 16/06/2025   15:59

above the doors is clad in a frameless mirror. 
This creates the illusion there is no wall and the 
ceiling is continuous, making the space feel 
open at all times.


lseÜheÀe] a glass y ooÀ LetÜeen the fi Àst 
and second y ooÀs] co�Lined Üith a laÀge 
Àooy ight aLove] LÀings natuÀal light and vieÜs 
of the sky down two levels into the building, 
while the open-riser staircase allows the light 
to continue onwards, down another storey to 
the gÀound y ooÀ° �n the sitting Àoo�] Ühich 
has the tÀaditional layout ov a centÀal fi Àe«lace 
with recesses on either side, each recess is fully 
mirrored. This creates a visual ‘doubling’ of the 
living space, which gives the impression that 
the project is a conversion of not one, but two 
terraced houses. 

“My parents were architects,” explains Lily. 
“And my inspiration came from visits to various 
architecturally interesting buildings over the 
yeaÀs° � like �ini�alist aÀchitectuÀe Üith so�e 
Ƃsian iny uences° �y vavouÀite «aÀt ov this house 
is the couÀtyaÀd on the gÀound y ooÀ] Ühich 
reminds me of my childhood home in Asia, 
where such courtyards are very common for 
light and air circulation.”

Achieving such ambitious goals in an 
Edwardian terrace on a London street has 
«Àoved challenging] hoÜeveÀ° /he fi Àst huÀdle 
to overcome was the question of planning 
permission. The home is in a conservation 
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is Luilt using theÀ�ally evfi cient cavity �asonÀy 
walls with reclaimed London stock brick on the 
exterior, they were able to use more modern 
materials on the small dormer extension to the 
loft. This was built using highly insulated timber 
frame construction techniques and clad in zinc.

The couple also upgraded the huge roof 
throughout, so it is now fully insulated. With such 
a comprehensive renovation, it was a natural 
step to include the replacement of all the glazing 
in their home. To the front, the Edwardian facade 
has new, traditional casement windows which 
were replicated like-for-like in timber. To the 
rear, however, they chose modern aluminium-
framed windows by Velfac. These windows offer 
a very slim frame and trickle vents that can be 
concealed internally, giving the appearance of 
‘frameless’ windows that almost seem to be 
voids and y ood the ho�e Üith light°

To gain permission for these changes, 
Tozer Associates found they had to engage 
the local council’s planning department with 
an outstanding design stÀategy° �n addition 
to taking account of the conservation area 
restrictions, they were able to overcome 
potential concerns about height at the 
boundary and light to neighbouring properties 
by proposing a joint application with the 
neighbouring home (also clients of Tozer 
Associates). This means that both properties now 

AL & LILY’S TOP 
TIPS
* Do your research 
* Hire a good architect 
and builder
* Be prepared for 
challenges
* Renovating your home 
is a big challenge, but 
the ÀeÜaÀds aÀe defi nitely 
worth it
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have a single-storey, full-width extension on the 
ground level, each of which is clad in continuous 
London-stock brick. This ingenious solution 
makes the additions look original and works well 
for both households.

Yet this solution was only possible because 
of Lily’s research and willingness to work with 
their neighbour. During the buying process, Lily 
noticed that a previous owner had objected to 
their neighbour’s planning application for an 
extension. So, with their own proposed plans in 
mind, Lily knocked on her neighbour’s door and 
introduced herself as a potential buyer. 

After a few conversations over coffee, Lily 
found a solution that worked for both of them.

“I explained my plan to extend the ground 
y ooÀ] and said �½d Le ha««y voÀ us Loth to 
have y at Àoov eÝtensions]» says �ily° º�uckily] 
my neighbour was thinking the same and we 
reached a common understanding before we 
even closed the deal on the house°» �t Üas 
an agreement that worked out favourably for 
all concerned.

º�t Üas a univying design voÀ Loth «Ào«eÀties]» 
explains architect Adoracion. “The adjoining 
apartment had a living room and bedroom with 
windows towards their existing side return. 
The design solution was a mirrored new 

courtyard to both properties, enabling not only 
natural light but the opportunity to maximise 
the height ov the eÝtension°» Ƃs the couÀtyaÀd 
and extensions mostly mirror the neighbouring 
property, neither home was adversely impacted. 
“Ultimately, planning permission was granted 
thanks to their application showing the 
proposals were “carefully considered, sensitive 
in scale and maintained a sense of amenity for 
Loth «Ào«eÀties°» 

“Some of our biggest challenges were getting 
«aÀty Üall agÀee�ents and «lanning «eÀ�ission]» 
recalls Lily. “We also had to manage delays 

“We love the 
sense of space, 
the abundance 
of natural light 
and the beautiful 
garden.”
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in the work due to Brexit and Covid. We all 
�anaged to fi nd the solutions] Lut Üe needed 
to Le «atient and Ludget�in those delays] as Üell 
as so�e eÝtÀa costs°» 

�ily and Ƃl ÜeÀe unaLle to install solaÀ «anels 
oÀ an aiÀ souÀce heat «u�« due to theiÀ location 
in a conseÀvation aÀea° �oÜeveÀ] they did install 
a neÜ] evfi cient LoileÀ] Üith ¼Üet½ undeÀy ooÀ 
heating thÀoughout theiÀ ho�e° Ƃdditional 
insulation also hel«s to Àeduce the eneÀgy used] 
�aking it evfi cient and cost�evvective° 

7ith no ÀadiatoÀs clutteÀing u« the Üalls] 
the cou«le ÜeÀe aLle to achieve the y aÜless] 
lightness ov touch that chaÀacteÀises this 
Àenovation° �nside] the �ini�alist a««Àoach 
neveÀ veels staÀk] thanks to the vaÀiety ov angles 
vÀo� Ühich light valls into s«aces° /he µuality ov 

the fi nish thÀoughout is a key ele�ent in �aking 
this a««Àoach a success° �iÀÀoÀs fi t s«aces 
eÝactly and dooÀs slide soundlessly out ov 
sight into Üalls° �ndeed] having so veÜ Üalls q 
oÀ the «eÀce«tion ov Üalls q cÀeates the sense 
ov an aiÀy] �ulti�di�ensional s«ace] gÀounded 
in the tactile ÜaÀ�th ov natuÀal ti�LeÀ y ooÀs 
vÀo� 
haunceys° 

º7e love the Üay natuÀal light y oods the 
ho�e]» says �ily° º	ut one ov ouÀ highlights 
is the o«en�«lan kitchen and living aÀea] 
Ühich cÀeates a s«acious and Üelco�ing s«ace 
voÀ enteÀtaining°» 

�eÀe] �ily and Ƃl have «layed Üith contÀast] 
choosing daÀk kitchen caLinetÀy vÀo� 
s«Àesso 
�itchens in a sleek] �ini�alist style° /he kitchen 
island and counteÀto«s aÀe -ilestone vÀo� 

CONTACTS/
 SUPPLIERS

ARCHITECT
William Tozer Associates
Üillia�toâeÀassociates°co�

MAIN CONTRACTOR
Zuz Construction
âuâconstÀuction°co°uk

GLAZING
Velfac
ÜÜÜ°velvac°co°uk

MARBLE FIRE SURROUND & 
FIRE BASKET
Chesneys
chesneys°co°uk

LIGHTING
Charlotte Perriand Lights
ne�olighting°co�

Flos (by Michael 
Anastassiades)
ÜÜÜ°y os°co�

Tom Dixon Pendants
ÜÜÜ°to�diÝon°netÉenÚgL

DINING TABLE
Eero Saarinen Knoll
ÜÜÜ°knoll°co�

KITCHEN
Espresso Design
ÜÜÜ°es«Àessodesign°co°uk

COUNTERTOPS
Cosentino
ÜÜÜ°cosentino°co�
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vÀo� 
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º7e love the Üay natuÀal light y oods the 
ho�e]» says �ily° º	ut one ov ouÀ highlights 
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CONTACTS/
 SUPPLIERS

ARCHITECT
William Tozer Associates
Üillia�toâeÀassociates°co�

MAIN CONTRACTOR
Zuz Construction
âuâconstÀuction°co°uk

GLAZING
Velfac
ÜÜÜ°velvac°co°uk

MARBLE FIRE SURROUND & 
FIRE BASKET
Chesneys
chesneys°co°uk

LIGHTING
Charlotte Perriand Lights
ne�olighting°co�

Flos (by Michael 
Anastassiades)
ÜÜÜ°y os°co�

Tom Dixon Pendants
ÜÜÜ°to�diÝon°netÉenÚgL

DINING TABLE
Eero Saarinen Knoll
ÜÜÜ°knoll°co�

KITCHEN
Espresso Design
ÜÜÜ°es«Àessodesign°co°uk

COUNTERTOPS
Cosentino
ÜÜÜ°cosentino°co�
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Cosentino, in ‘Desert Silver Suede.’ 
Lily was keen to work with Espresso Kitchens, 

as she had loved their kitchen in a previous 
property. The initial discussions about the 
design and layout included both Ardoracion 
at William Tozer Associates, and Espresso 
Kitchens, who reviewed these plans to 
further develop the kitchen plan. Onsite, 
Espresso collaborated with the couple’s main 
contractor, Zuz Construction, so that the 
kitchen could be installed by Espresso within 
the construction programme.

ƂcÀoss this gÀound y ooÀ aÀea] �ily selected 
concrete-effect tiles by Reed Harris, which 
continue outside acÀoss a y ush thÀeshold onto 
the terrace for a seamless in-out experience 
when the sliding glass doors are pulled wide. 
Lighting after dark is also important in this part 
of the home, with signature ‘Melt’ pendants 
by Tom Dixon above the kitchen island and a 
statement arrangement by Flos in the sitting 
room above the piano.

Now the family has moved in (they lived 
nearby during the works, as the building was 
stripped back), they have had time to settle in 
and experience everyday life in this uniquely 
restful home. “We love the sense of space, the 
abundance of natural light and the beautiful 
garden. We have a modern and functional 
layout and a home that we’re proud to call 
our own,” says Lily. “It’s a perfect place for our 
family to relax and enjoy life.”

APPOINTMENTS & NEWS

22

Eco Workshop: Heat & Energy
9th August at NSBRC, Swindon
Discover what the salespeople 

won’t always tell you! We’ll dive 
into everything from heat pumps 

and solar panels to ventilation systems 
and building materials - what’s new, 
what truly works, and what you need to 
consider to successfully integrate these 
technologies in your home.

You may have heard about the 
UK Government’s Boiler Upgrade 
Scheme (BUS), offering grants of up 
to £7,500 for replacing old fossil fuel 
systems with low-carbon alternatives 
like heat pumps and biomass boilers. 
But simply installing new tech isn’t 
enough - effective integration, with a 
vaLÀic fi Àst a««Àoach] is key to achieving 
real energy savings and meaningful 
environmental impact.

What You’ll Learn:
• How to stay cool in a warming 

climate: Discover passive design 
strategies and ventilation options 
to prevent overheating - without 
relying on costly air conditioning.

• Planning for EV charging at 
home: Get up to speed on 
EV infrastructure: how to choose 
the right system, prepare your 
electrical supply, and meet 
future regulations.

• Understanding the Boiler Upgrade 
Scheme (BUS): Learn how to 

access grants of up to £7,500 for 
replacing fossil fuel heating with 
low-carbon alternatives like heat 
pumps or biomass boilers.

• The truth about green tech 
integration: Discover why a fabric-
fi Àst a««Àoach is key to �aÝi�ising 
eneÀgy evfi ciency and achieving 
real environmental impact.

This workshop will be held as a live 
event at The National Self Build & 
Renovation Centre (M4, Jn 16). Doors 
open from 09:00 - 17:30.

We have plenty of free, on-site 
parking and eight EV charging points.

Book your FREE tickets here:

0345 2234455   
www.nsbrc.co.uk/whats-on/our-
workshops/eco-workshop
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Lettie and Tom Fardon fell in love with a timber-framed 1950s bungalow ripe 
for renovation and bought it at auction, but didn’t realise just how much work 
would be involved in bringing it up to modern standards.
TEXT JAYNE DOWLE IMAGES RICHARD CHIVERS

THE BEST LAID PLANS

CASE STUDY

24
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When /o� and �ettie fi Àst Lought theiÀ 
LungaloÜ the «lan Üas to undeÀtake 
a si�«le eÝtension to suit the needs 

ov theiÀ young va�ily° �oÜeveÀ] as ti�e Üent on 
theiÀ «lans «ÀogÀessed to vull LloÜn Àenovation in 
oÀdeÀ to �aÝi�ise on the «Ào«eÀty½s vull «otential 
and LÀing it u« to standaÀd° 

ºƂs Üell as eÝtending into the lovt to cÀeate 
thÀee LedÀoo�s q «Àeviously theÀe ÜeÀe only 
tÜo q Üe µuickly leaÀned that Üe Üould need 
to «ay a lot �oÀe attention than Üe thought to 
the insulation]» says ÎÇ�yeaÀ�old /o�] Üho is 
a di«lo�at voÀ the �oÀeign] 
o��onÜealth E 
�evelo«�ent "vfi ce°

º7e had thought Üe½d �ust do an eÝtension 
to staÀt Üith] Lut as «lans evolved] Üe decided 
to «uÀsue a �oÀe a�Litious ÀetÀofi tting couÀse 
Ühich cleaÀed out all ouÀ savings] and cÀeated a 
Lit �oÀe deLt]» he eÝ«lains° º	ut Üe acce«ted 
that iv Üe did �oÀe to i�«Àove ouÀ neÜ ho�e½s 
sustainaLility cÀedentials] Üe Üould get a LetteÀ 
ÀetuÀn on ouÀ invest�ent should Üe eveÀ co�e 
to sell in the vutuÀe°»

�t Üas es«ecially i�«oÀtant voÀ the ÀeLuild to 
cÀeate an eneÀgy evfi cient] easy to �anage ho�e 
that ÀeµuiÀes aLsolutely �ini�u� �aintenance] 
as /o�½s ÜoÀk �eans oveÀseas «ostings° �e 
and �ettie and theiÀ young sons aged one and 
thÀee] aÀe cuÀÀently in �adÀid] -«ain° �uÀing this 
«osting they aÀe Àenting out theiÀ ho�e thÀough 
a lettings agencyÆ this also �eans fi nishes] such 
as the engineeÀed ash y ooÀing they½ve fi tted] 
�ust Le haÀd�ÜeaÀing and duÀaLle° 

7hen Àenovation ÜoÀk staÀted] the cou«le½s 
aÀchitect] �aÀÀen 	Àay] co�voundeÀ ov -tudio 
	Ƃ� ƂÀchitects in -outha�«ton] asked the 
contÀactoÀs to Àe�ove ºthe knackeÀed thin layeÀ 
ov ÀockÜool in the Àoov° �t Üas vÀeeâing in ÜinteÀ] 
so Üe Àe«laced it Üith 
eloteÝ LetÜeen the 

oÀiginal ÀavteÀs° 7e also insulated undeÀ y ooÀs 
Üith the sa�e «Àoduct and the Üalls°»

�aÀÀen did ÀeseaÀch the «ossiLility ov using 
so�e voÀ� ov natuÀal insulation° 	ut avteÀ �uch 
discussion Üith insulation eÝ«eÀts] and /o� 
and �ettie] the choice ov 
eloteÝ Üas �ade° 
º7e decided that given cost and the longeÀ�
teÀ� Lenefi ts ov caÀLon voot«Àint Àeduction 
vÀo� eÝcellent insulation] it Üould Le ÜoÀth the 
caÀLon i�«act ov �anuvactuÀing the «Àoduct]» 
he eÝ«lains°

/o� and �ettie] also ÎÇ] Üho ÜoÀks in sales 
and education voÀ the Üine industÀy] loved the 
µuaint chaÀ� ov the detached LungaloÜ] Ühich 
stands in a ÀuÀal s«ot in /ÜyvoÀd] �a�«shiÀe° �t 
is ov tÀaditional ¼
olt �Àa�e½ constÀuction] Luilt 
Ly 
olt �ouses] a �ent�Lased co�«any that has 
Leen Luilding ho�es voÀ �oÀe than a centuÀy°

/hey alÀeady lived in /ÜyvoÀd and Üanted 
to stay in the sa�e «lace] Lut couldn½t 
avvoÀd a house ov the siâe they needed° -o 
they decided to Àenovate instead] kee«ing the 
oÀiginal na�e ov the LungaloÜ] ¼
edaÀÜood½ 
Lecause it has stayed tÀue to its oÀiginal 
constÀuction° �ee«ing that sense ov tÀadition 
alive Üas i�«oÀtant to /o� and �ettieÆ they aÀe 
«Àoud that ÜheÀe «ossiLle] they used 	Àitish�
souÀced �ateÀials] such as the engineeÀed ash 
y ooÀ and laÀch cladding°

º7e «uÀchased the «Ào«eÀty in Ƃugust ÓäÓÓ 
Üith the intention ov doing ÜoÀk on it]» says 
/o�° º7e saÜ the oÀiginal LungaloÜ had the 
«otential to eÝtend Àelatively easily°» Ƃs Üell as 
adding eÝtÀa s«ace] /o� and �ettie ÜeÀe keen 
to �ake the Luild as sustainaLle as «ossiLle and 
«lan theiÀ neÜ house to Le easy to look avteÀ and 
�aintain] as they kneÜ that Üith /o�½s �oL] they 
ÜeÀe guaÀanteed to s«end ti�e living aLÀoad° 

/hey staÀted «lanning the «Ào�ect in  ove�LeÀ 

HIGH POINT
º7hen the stÀuctuÀe 
ca�e togetheÀ] Üe 
could see the «lans on 
«a«eÀ staÀt to Leco�e 
Àeality° � think fi nding ouÀ 
aÀchitect] and fi nding ouÀ 
vantastic LuildeÀ] Üho Üas 
availaLle at shoÀt notice] 
Loth count too°»
q Tom

26

SBHM_0708_2025 19-34.indd   26 28/07/2025   09:06



When /o� and �ettie fi Àst Lought theiÀ 
LungaloÜ the «lan Üas to undeÀtake 
a si�«le eÝtension to suit the needs 

ov theiÀ young va�ily° �oÜeveÀ] as ti�e Üent on 
theiÀ «lans «ÀogÀessed to vull LloÜn Àenovation in 
oÀdeÀ to �aÝi�ise on the «Ào«eÀty½s vull «otential 
and LÀing it u« to standaÀd° 

ºƂs Üell as eÝtending into the lovt to cÀeate 
thÀee LedÀoo�s q «Àeviously theÀe ÜeÀe only 
tÜo q Üe µuickly leaÀned that Üe Üould need 
to «ay a lot �oÀe attention than Üe thought to 
the insulation]» says ÎÇ�yeaÀ�old /o�] Üho is 
a di«lo�at voÀ the �oÀeign] 
o��onÜealth E 
�evelo«�ent "vfi ce°

º7e had thought Üe½d �ust do an eÝtension 
to staÀt Üith] Lut as «lans evolved] Üe decided 
to «uÀsue a �oÀe a�Litious ÀetÀofi tting couÀse 
Ühich cleaÀed out all ouÀ savings] and cÀeated a 
Lit �oÀe deLt]» he eÝ«lains° º	ut Üe acce«ted 
that iv Üe did �oÀe to i�«Àove ouÀ neÜ ho�e½s 
sustainaLility cÀedentials] Üe Üould get a LetteÀ 
ÀetuÀn on ouÀ invest�ent should Üe eveÀ co�e 
to sell in the vutuÀe°»

�t Üas es«ecially i�«oÀtant voÀ the ÀeLuild to 
cÀeate an eneÀgy evfi cient] easy to �anage ho�e 
that ÀeµuiÀes aLsolutely �ini�u� �aintenance] 
as /o�½s ÜoÀk �eans oveÀseas «ostings° �e 
and �ettie and theiÀ young sons aged one and 
thÀee] aÀe cuÀÀently in �adÀid] -«ain° �uÀing this 
«osting they aÀe Àenting out theiÀ ho�e thÀough 
a lettings agencyÆ this also �eans fi nishes] such 
as the engineeÀed ash y ooÀing they½ve fi tted] 
�ust Le haÀd�ÜeaÀing and duÀaLle° 

7hen Àenovation ÜoÀk staÀted] the cou«le½s 
aÀchitect] �aÀÀen 	Àay] co�voundeÀ ov -tudio 
	Ƃ� ƂÀchitects in -outha�«ton] asked the 
contÀactoÀs to Àe�ove ºthe knackeÀed thin layeÀ 
ov ÀockÜool in the Àoov° �t Üas vÀeeâing in ÜinteÀ] 
so Üe Àe«laced it Üith 
eloteÝ LetÜeen the 

oÀiginal ÀavteÀs° 7e also insulated undeÀ y ooÀs 
Üith the sa�e «Àoduct and the Üalls°»

�aÀÀen did ÀeseaÀch the «ossiLility ov using 
so�e voÀ� ov natuÀal insulation° 	ut avteÀ �uch 
discussion Üith insulation eÝ«eÀts] and /o� 
and �ettie] the choice ov 
eloteÝ Üas �ade° 
º7e decided that given cost and the longeÀ�
teÀ� Lenefi ts ov caÀLon voot«Àint Àeduction 
vÀo� eÝcellent insulation] it Üould Le ÜoÀth the 
caÀLon i�«act ov �anuvactuÀing the «Àoduct]» 
he eÝ«lains°

/o� and �ettie] also ÎÇ] Üho ÜoÀks in sales 
and education voÀ the Üine industÀy] loved the 
µuaint chaÀ� ov the detached LungaloÜ] Ühich 
stands in a ÀuÀal s«ot in /ÜyvoÀd] �a�«shiÀe° �t 
is ov tÀaditional ¼
olt �Àa�e½ constÀuction] Luilt 
Ly 
olt �ouses] a �ent�Lased co�«any that has 
Leen Luilding ho�es voÀ �oÀe than a centuÀy°

/hey alÀeady lived in /ÜyvoÀd and Üanted 
to stay in the sa�e «lace] Lut couldn½t 
avvoÀd a house ov the siâe they needed° -o 
they decided to Àenovate instead] kee«ing the 
oÀiginal na�e ov the LungaloÜ] ¼
edaÀÜood½ 
Lecause it has stayed tÀue to its oÀiginal 
constÀuction° �ee«ing that sense ov tÀadition 
alive Üas i�«oÀtant to /o� and �ettieÆ they aÀe 
«Àoud that ÜheÀe «ossiLle] they used 	Àitish�
souÀced �ateÀials] such as the engineeÀed ash 
y ooÀ and laÀch cladding°

º7e «uÀchased the «Ào«eÀty in Ƃugust ÓäÓÓ 
Üith the intention ov doing ÜoÀk on it]» says 
/o�° º7e saÜ the oÀiginal LungaloÜ had the 
«otential to eÝtend Àelatively easily°» Ƃs Üell as 
adding eÝtÀa s«ace] /o� and �ettie ÜeÀe keen 
to �ake the Luild as sustainaLle as «ossiLle and 
«lan theiÀ neÜ house to Le easy to look avteÀ and 
�aintain] as they kneÜ that Üith /o�½s �oL] they 
ÜeÀe guaÀanteed to s«end ti�e living aLÀoad° 

/hey staÀted «lanning the «Ào�ect in  ove�LeÀ 

HIGH POINT
º7hen the stÀuctuÀe 
ca�e togetheÀ] Üe 
could see the «lans on 
«a«eÀ staÀt to Leco�e 
Àeality° � think fi nding ouÀ 
aÀchitect] and fi nding ouÀ 
vantastic LuildeÀ] Üho Üas 
availaLle at shoÀt notice] 
Loth count too°»
q Tom

SBHM_0708_2025 19-34.indd   27 28/07/2025   09:06

http://www.norrsken.co.uk


Machine Mart has been supplying 
top quality, cast iron wood burning 
& multi fuel stoves for over 30 
years. With a vast range of stoves 
in stock, suitable for use in houses, 
workshops, garages, boats, pubs, 
restaurants and more.

Providing a touch of contemporary style to any 
room, these wood burning stoves look elegant while 

producing a level of comforting warmth that only 
a real fi re can provide.

17 GREAT STYLES IN STOCK BUILT TO DEFRA STANDARDS

SEE THE RANGE ONLINE & IN OUR FRIENDLY STORES

VISIT
STORES NATIONWIDE

CALL
0115 956 5555

BROWSE
machinemart.co.uk

Calls to the catalogue request number cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s network access charge. 
Calls may be monitored. All prices correct at time of going to press. We reserve the right to change products and prices. All products subject to availability, E&OE.

36755

A+ BARREL III 

5kW £334.80 inc.
VAT

SUPPLYING STOVES FOR 
OVER 30 YEARS

A BLAKENEY
090319970

5.5kW £478.80 inc.
VAT

A DORCHESTER
090319954

4.9kW £766.80 inc.
VAT

A BOXWOOD II  
090310142

5.5kW £682.80 inc.
VAT

A PEMBROKE II
090319953

11.9kW £934.80 inc.
VAT

A+ BARREL III 
090310302 

5kW £334.80 inc.
VAT

BLAKENEY PEMBROKE II

APPROVED FOR 
CLEAN AIR ZONES
All Stoves are built to Defra 
Standards and comply with Eco 
Design 2022 emissions and 
effi ciency requirements for clean 
burning (BS/EN13240)

BUCKINGHAM II
090310134

£358.80
inc.VAT
OR

PAY Monthly
FINANCE AVAILABLE
SEE ONLINE FOR DETAILS

BOXWOOD II  DORCHESTER BARREL III 

QUALITY CAST
IRON STOVES

WOODBURNING & MULTI-FUEL

“We bought this log burner because 
this winter has been so cold. Its placed 

in our conservatory and looks very 
cosy. Would highly recommend it !!!”

www.machinemart.co.uk

STAINLESS STEEL ASH 
VACUUM CLEANER

• 12 Litre capacity
• Built in 1200W 
motor
• Compact 
and easy to use

STAINLESS STEEL ASH 
VACUUM CLEANER

• 12 Litre capacity
• Built in 1200W 
motor
• Compact 
and easy to use

18L ASHVAC1200-B
050511134

1200W £63.59 inc.
VAT

 LOG SPLITTERS

FROM 
ONLY 
£299.98
inc.VAT

BIG CHOICE OF 
BRITISH MADE FLUES

 LOG SPLITTERS

BIG CHOICE OF 

NEW

BRITISH MADE FLUES

A
Heat Output kW 
Burning Wood (Approx)

5.1kW

Use Flue Pipe 5"
Fuel Multi Fuel
Outlet Location Top & Rear
Packaged Weight 61kg

05/09/2025 STOVE na NONE full AF 74 - 36755.indd   1 07/05/2025   14:03

LOW POINT
º/he undeÀy ooÀ heating 
Liscuit scÀeed and dÀying] 
a choice that Üas �ade 
Ly us] delayed the 
«Ào�ect Lecause it took 
thÀee Üeeks to dÀy° /his 
�eant Üe Üouldn½t Le 
in the house in ti�e voÀ 
Ühen ouÀ second LaLy 
Üas LoÀn° 7e also had a 
�a�oÀ y ood in the house 
on 
hÀist�as 
ve caused 
Ly a LuÀst ÜateÀ «i«e in 
the Àoov° /his Üas LevoÀe 
the Àenovation staÀted] 
Ühile Üe ÜeÀe Üaiting 
voÀ «lanning° �t Üas a 
«Ào«eÀ ¼Ühat have Üe 
done½ �o�entt»
– Lettie

ÓäÓÓ] Üith ÜoÀk staÀting onsite in �une ÓäÓÎ] 
taking �ust siÝ �onths to co�«lete°

/he fi Àst challenge Üas ensuÀing that the 
house Üas �oÀtgageaLleÆ lendeÀs can Le ÜaÀy ov 
«Ào«eÀties Luilt Ly ¼non�standaÀd constÀuction½° 
º/hankvully] Üe checked and ÜeÀe aLle to «oÀt 
ouÀ eÝisting �oÀtgage Üith -antandeÀ]» says 
/o�° º/hey needed to knoÜ that the house Üas 
ti�LeÀ�vÀa�ed] Lut it Üasn½t a «ÀoLle�°»

/he vÀa�e Üas in good sha«e° �aÀÀen checked 
the �oints to check the stÀuctuÀal condition ov 
the vÀa�e\ º/i�LeÀ�vÀa�e houses aÀe �oÀe 
susce«tiLle to �oistuÀe da�age and Àot° /his 
also needs to Le caÀevully ins«ected LevoÀe ÜoÀk 
is staÀted°» /he ti�LeÀ vÀa�e and voundations 
ÜeÀe Àeused to save Üaste and to contÀiLute 
toÜaÀds the «Ào�ect½s sustainaLle ai�s°

/he acco�«anying challenge Üas kee«ing 
the Ludget undeÀ contÀol° -aving �oney and 
sustainaLility Üent hand in hand voÀ the �aÀdons] 
Üho sho««ed aÀound haÀd to fi nd the Lest «Àices 
voÀ fi ÝtuÀes and fi ttings° /his included souÀcing 
a ºLaÀely�used» second�hand kitchen vÀo� 
/he 1sed �itchen 
o�«any voÀ Ë{]äää] saving 
ºthousands» in the «Àocess° 

/he oÀiginal ti�LeÀ cladding Üas stÀi««ed 
and set aside voÀ Àecycling° �aÀÀen s«ecifi ed 
a co�Lination ov 	Àitish�gÀoÜn laÀch cladding 
­tÀeated in -i""\8 Üood «Àotection to «Ào�ote 
µuick and even dÀivtÜood�like ÜeatheÀing® 
and a loÜ��aintenance âinc�like �etal as a 
conte�«oÀaÀy Àe«lace�ent° 

º/he �etal is �Àeen
oat *�8] �ade Ly a 
-Üedish co�«any] --Ƃ	] fi nished in anthÀacite 
gÀey to contÀast Üith the Üood cladding]» 
�aÀÀen eÝ«lains° º7e chose it in «aÀt due to 
the gÀeen cÀedentials ov the �anuvactuÀeÀ° /he 
«Àoducts aÀe vÀee ov chÀo�ates] Ühich can Le 
haâaÀdous to health° 7e ÜeÀe Àeally ha««y Üith 
ouÀ cladding installeÀ] �i� and his tea�] they had 
incÀediLle attention to detail Ühich Àeally shoÜs 
in the fi nished ho�e°»

�ost ov the eÝisting glaâing Üas single «ane° 
/his Üas Àe«laced Üith su«eÀ high s«ec douLle 

glaâed ÜindoÜs vÀo�  oÀsken° º/hese ÜeÀe 
a chea«eÀ o«tion to tÀi«le glaâed] and the 
divveÀence in s«ec LetÜeen these and tÀi«le 
glaâed Üasn½t enough voÀ us to decide to s«end 
li�ited Ludget on it]» says �aÀÀen° º/he Luilding 
Üas su«eÀ insulated anyÜay°»

/o� a««Àoached local installeÀs ,oost �eating 
Üith the LÀiev to �ake the «Ào«eÀty as eneÀgy 
evfi cient as «ossiLle° �e Üas alÀeady keen on 
installing an aiÀ souÀce heat «u�« to hel« �eet 
this ai�° Ƃ Lig Lonus Üas that the heat «u�«] 
a 7oÀcesteÀ 	osch 
-Óäää] Üas ä¯ 6Ƃ/ Àated] 
and eligiLle voÀ a goveÀn�ent gÀant ov ËÇ]xää to 
hel« Üith the Àenovation Ludget° Ƃ contingency 
has Leen Luilt into the heating syste� to add 
«hotovoltaics and LatteÀy stoÀage at a lateÀ date] 
Ühen /o� and �ettie can vund these additions° 

ou«led Üith undeÀy ooÀ heating on the gÀound 
y ooÀ and oveÀsiâed ÀadiatoÀs u«staiÀs] the 
heat «u�« «Àovides a constant gentle heat to 
the «Ào«eÀty° /heÀe is also an electÀic vehicle 
chaÀging «oint°

/he inteÀnal y ooÀ«lan Üas co�«letely 
Àethought° 7hen they Lought the house] /o� 
and �ettie alÀeady had a tÜo�yeaÀ�old son] and 
his LÀotheÀ ca�e along in ÓäÓÎ q LoÀn LevoÀe 
the Àenovation Üas fi nished] Ühen the va�ily 
ÜeÀe staying Üith �ettie½s «aÀents and they kneÜ 

Coupled with 
under� oor heating 
and oversized 
radiators, the heat 
pump provides a 
constant gentle heat 
to the property
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Machine Mart has been supplying 
top quality, cast iron wood burning 
& multi fuel stoves for over 30 
years. With a vast range of stoves 
in stock, suitable for use in houses, 
workshops, garages, boats, pubs, 
restaurants and more.

Providing a touch of contemporary style to any 
room, these wood burning stoves look elegant while 

producing a level of comforting warmth that only 
a real fi re can provide.

17 GREAT STYLES IN STOCK BUILT TO DEFRA STANDARDS
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A+ BARREL III 

5kW £334.80 inc.
VAT

SUPPLYING STOVES FOR 
OVER 30 YEARS

A BLAKENEY
090319970

5.5kW £478.80 inc.
VAT

A DORCHESTER
090319954

4.9kW £766.80 inc.
VAT

A BOXWOOD II  
090310142

5.5kW £682.80 inc.
VAT

A PEMBROKE II
090319953

11.9kW £934.80 inc.
VAT

A+ BARREL III 
090310302 

5kW £334.80 inc.
VAT

BLAKENEY PEMBROKE II

APPROVED FOR 
CLEAN AIR ZONES
All Stoves are built to Defra 
Standards and comply with Eco 
Design 2022 emissions and 
effi ciency requirements for clean 
burning (BS/EN13240)

BUCKINGHAM II
090310134

£358.80
inc.VAT
OR

PAY Monthly
FINANCE AVAILABLE
SEE ONLINE FOR DETAILS

BOXWOOD II  DORCHESTER BARREL III 

QUALITY CAST
IRON STOVES

WOODBURNING & MULTI-FUEL

“We bought this log burner because 
this winter has been so cold. Its placed 

in our conservatory and looks very 
cosy. Would highly recommend it !!!”

www.machinemart.co.uk

STAINLESS STEEL ASH 
VACUUM CLEANER

• 12 Litre capacity
• Built in 1200W 
motor
• Compact 
and easy to use

STAINLESS STEEL ASH 
VACUUM CLEANER

• 12 Litre capacity
• Built in 1200W 
motor
• Compact 
and easy to use

18L ASHVAC1200-B
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1200W £63.59 inc.
VAT
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ONLY 
£299.98
inc.VAT

BIG CHOICE OF 
BRITISH MADE FLUES

 LOG SPLITTERS

BIG CHOICE OF 

NEW

BRITISH MADE FLUES

A
Heat Output kW 
Burning Wood (Approx)

5.1kW

Use Flue Pipe 5"
Fuel Multi Fuel
Outlet Location Top & Rear
Packaged Weight 61kg
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on 
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– Lettie
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ÜeÀe Àeused to save Üaste and to contÀiLute 
toÜaÀds the «Ào�ect½s sustainaLle ai�s°

/he acco�«anying challenge Üas kee«ing 
the Ludget undeÀ contÀol° -aving �oney and 
sustainaLility Üent hand in hand voÀ the �aÀdons] 
Üho sho««ed aÀound haÀd to fi nd the Lest «Àices 
voÀ fi ÝtuÀes and fi ttings° /his included souÀcing 
a ºLaÀely�used» second�hand kitchen vÀo� 
/he 1sed �itchen 
o�«any voÀ Ë{]äää] saving 
ºthousands» in the «Àocess° 

/he oÀiginal ti�LeÀ cladding Üas stÀi««ed 
and set aside voÀ Àecycling° �aÀÀen s«ecifi ed 
a co�Lination ov 	Àitish�gÀoÜn laÀch cladding 
­tÀeated in -i""\8 Üood «Àotection to «Ào�ote 
µuick and even dÀivtÜood�like ÜeatheÀing® 
and a loÜ��aintenance âinc�like �etal as a 
conte�«oÀaÀy Àe«lace�ent° 

º/he �etal is �Àeen
oat *�8] �ade Ly a 
-Üedish co�«any] --Ƃ	] fi nished in anthÀacite 
gÀey to contÀast Üith the Üood cladding]» 
�aÀÀen eÝ«lains° º7e chose it in «aÀt due to 
the gÀeen cÀedentials ov the �anuvactuÀeÀ° /he 
«Àoducts aÀe vÀee ov chÀo�ates] Ühich can Le 
haâaÀdous to health° 7e ÜeÀe Àeally ha««y Üith 
ouÀ cladding installeÀ] �i� and his tea�] they had 
incÀediLle attention to detail Ühich Àeally shoÜs 
in the fi nished ho�e°»

�ost ov the eÝisting glaâing Üas single «ane° 
/his Üas Àe«laced Üith su«eÀ high s«ec douLle 

glaâed ÜindoÜs vÀo�  oÀsken° º/hese ÜeÀe 
a chea«eÀ o«tion to tÀi«le glaâed] and the 
divveÀence in s«ec LetÜeen these and tÀi«le 
glaâed Üasn½t enough voÀ us to decide to s«end 
li�ited Ludget on it]» says �aÀÀen° º/he Luilding 
Üas su«eÀ insulated anyÜay°»

/o� a««Àoached local installeÀs ,oost �eating 
Üith the LÀiev to �ake the «Ào«eÀty as eneÀgy 
evfi cient as «ossiLle° �e Üas alÀeady keen on 
installing an aiÀ souÀce heat «u�« to hel« �eet 
this ai�° Ƃ Lig Lonus Üas that the heat «u�«] 
a 7oÀcesteÀ 	osch 
-Óäää] Üas ä¯ 6Ƃ/ Àated] 
and eligiLle voÀ a goveÀn�ent gÀant ov ËÇ]xää to 
hel« Üith the Àenovation Ludget° Ƃ contingency 
has Leen Luilt into the heating syste� to add 
«hotovoltaics and LatteÀy stoÀage at a lateÀ date] 
Ühen /o� and �ettie can vund these additions° 

ou«led Üith undeÀy ooÀ heating on the gÀound 
y ooÀ and oveÀsiâed ÀadiatoÀs u«staiÀs] the 
heat «u�« «Àovides a constant gentle heat to 
the «Ào«eÀty° /heÀe is also an electÀic vehicle 
chaÀging «oint°

/he inteÀnal y ooÀ«lan Üas co�«letely 
Àethought° 7hen they Lought the house] /o� 
and �ettie alÀeady had a tÜo�yeaÀ�old son] and 
his LÀotheÀ ca�e along in ÓäÓÎ q LoÀn LevoÀe 
the Àenovation Üas fi nished] Ühen the va�ily 
ÜeÀe staying Üith �ettie½s «aÀents and they kneÜ 

Coupled with 
under� oor heating 
and oversized 
radiators, the heat 
pump provides a 
constant gentle heat 
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that they wanted to make it as family-friendly 
as possible.

“The lady who lived in the house before had 
her family grow up in the home, and it had 
clearly been a happy place, the family even left 
a note for us when we moved in,” smiles Lettie. 
“We wanted to keep the essence of that, while 
giving the property a new lease of life, allowing 
our family to follow in their footsteps.”

However, Lettie explains that the interior of 
the house “was very dated with the design, 
fi nished Üith veÀy £�Èäs fi ÝtuÀes and fi ttings 
which made it feel quite dark.” The existing 
layout felt cramped, the living room and kitchen 
were small and all the bedrooms and the one 
LathÀoo� ÜeÀe on the gÀound y ooÀ° /o� and 
Lettie’s priorities were to have “a large, social 
kitchen with generous glazing to connect to 
the garden.”

Working with Darren and his team at Studio 
BAD, Lettie and Tom decided to form two new 
bedrooms within a dramatic loft extension, 
leaving one LedÀoo� on the gÀound y ooÀ to 
douLle as a snug and alloÜ voÀ y eÝiLle use in 
future. Adding this new storey freed up space to 
create a new kitchen/dining room, living room 
and WC. This also allowed new space for an 
ensuite in the �ain fi Àst y ooÀ LedÀoo� and a 
family bathroom at this level too, taking the size 
ov the house vÀo� £ää�2 to £{ä�2.

The couple knew Darren, as he had carried out 
a project locally to Lettie’s parents in the New 
Forest which they really liked. “We got three 
quotes from different architects, but felt 
-tudio 	Ƃ� Üas the Lest fi t voÀ the «Ào�ect] 
and liked their style,” Tom explains. “The main 
question we had with the architect was how 

to add those bedrooms in the loft space, 
without causing issues of overlooking the 
neighbours’ properties.”

Their home is located in the South Downs 
National Park, so Tom and Lettie knew from 
the start that extra effort would be needed to 
achieve planning approval, which took eight 
weeks to secure. Darren brought in a planning 
consultant, Debra Slade, to help shape their 
thoughts and understand what was achievable. 
This collaborative approach helped them 
engage with the planning team at the South 
Downs National Park Authority from an early 
stage of the design process. As Cedarwood 
stands within a sensitive rural location the 
designs had to carefully alter the home without 
impacting the original mass or form, to reduce 
impact on the surrounding area. 

Keeping conversations open about the 
design and expectations was especially helpful 
when it came to the dormer windows. Due to 
the orientation of the house, adding standard 
dormer windows would have caused privacy 
issues as the new glazing would look over the 
neighbouring homes. 

“We came up with the idea to shift the window 
openings, angling them to the side,” says 
Darren. “This offered quite a few advantages. 
Firstly, it solved the issue of overlooking and 
created windows with framed views over rural 
countryside. Secondly, this approach creates an 
internal window seat space in each bedroom 
which makes a wonderful place to sit and enjoy 
the garden. Also, the angled windows make the 
building look really innovative and striking from 
the outside, which we all really like.”

To accommodate the new bedrooms in what 

CONTACTS/
 SUPPLIERS

AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMP
Worcester Bosch
worcester-bosch.co.uk

ARCHITECT
Studio BAD
studiobad.co.uk

BATHROOM TILES
Artisans of Devizes
artisansofdevizes.com

METAL CLADDING 
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METAL CLADDING 
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The Used Kitchen Company
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that they wanted to make it as family-friendly 
as possible.

“The lady who lived in the house before had 
her family grow up in the home, and it had 
clearly been a happy place, the family even left 
a note for us when we moved in,” smiles Lettie. 
“We wanted to keep the essence of that, while 
giving the property a new lease of life, allowing 
our family to follow in their footsteps.”

However, Lettie explains that the interior of 
the house “was very dated with the design, 
fi nished Üith veÀy £�Èäs fi ÝtuÀes and fi ttings 
which made it feel quite dark.” The existing 
layout felt cramped, the living room and kitchen 
were small and all the bedrooms and the one 
LathÀoo� ÜeÀe on the gÀound y ooÀ° /o� and 
Lettie’s priorities were to have “a large, social 
kitchen with generous glazing to connect to 
the garden.”

Working with Darren and his team at Studio 
BAD, Lettie and Tom decided to form two new 
bedrooms within a dramatic loft extension, 
leaving one LedÀoo� on the gÀound y ooÀ to 
douLle as a snug and alloÜ voÀ y eÝiLle use in 
future. Adding this new storey freed up space to 
create a new kitchen/dining room, living room 
and WC. This also allowed new space for an 
ensuite in the �ain fi Àst y ooÀ LedÀoo� and a 
family bathroom at this level too, taking the size 
ov the house vÀo� £ää�2 to £{ä�2.

The couple knew Darren, as he had carried out 
a project locally to Lettie’s parents in the New 
Forest which they really liked. “We got three 
quotes from different architects, but felt 
-tudio 	Ƃ� Üas the Lest fi t voÀ the «Ào�ect] 
and liked their style,” Tom explains. “The main 
question we had with the architect was how 

to add those bedrooms in the loft space, 
without causing issues of overlooking the 
neighbours’ properties.”

Their home is located in the South Downs 
National Park, so Tom and Lettie knew from 
the start that extra effort would be needed to 
achieve planning approval, which took eight 
weeks to secure. Darren brought in a planning 
consultant, Debra Slade, to help shape their 
thoughts and understand what was achievable. 
This collaborative approach helped them 
engage with the planning team at the South 
Downs National Park Authority from an early 
stage of the design process. As Cedarwood 
stands within a sensitive rural location the 
designs had to carefully alter the home without 
impacting the original mass or form, to reduce 
impact on the surrounding area. 

Keeping conversations open about the 
design and expectations was especially helpful 
when it came to the dormer windows. Due to 
the orientation of the house, adding standard 
dormer windows would have caused privacy 
issues as the new glazing would look over the 
neighbouring homes. 

“We came up with the idea to shift the window 
openings, angling them to the side,” says 
Darren. “This offered quite a few advantages. 
Firstly, it solved the issue of overlooking and 
created windows with framed views over rural 
countryside. Secondly, this approach creates an 
internal window seat space in each bedroom 
which makes a wonderful place to sit and enjoy 
the garden. Also, the angled windows make the 
building look really innovative and striking from 
the outside, which we all really like.”

To accommodate the new bedrooms in what 
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was a basic loft space, used previously for 
storage, the roof height was raised to 1.2m. 
The additional roof height also allowed for more 
internal space to upgrade the thermal properties 
of the house.

This major alteration meant structural 
engineer Scott Boote was brought on board to 
calculate what additional support was needed 
so the timber structural frame could take the 
additional weight.

Tom and Lettie say that the “bedroom 
benches” are one of their favourite features, 
along with the large skylight on the landing that 
brings in both natural daylight and views of stars.

They also love the huge kitchen window, which 
looks over the garden. Six of the original window 
openings, in the kitchen, dining and living 
s«aces] «lus one o«ening in the gÀound y ooÀ 
bedroom/snug, were pulled down to ground 
level to maximise the garden, and increase the 
natural daylight drawn into the home.

That quaint bungalow has been replaced with 
a modern, striking home that feels warm and 
inviting. Tom and Lettie admit that when they 
started out on this full-scale renovation they 
were daunted by the prospect and wondered if 
they were really doing the right thing. “But once 
we had a quote, our builders were amazing,” 
says Tom. “They gave us a quote, and 100% 
stuck to it while delivering an excellent product. 
It’s so important to work with people who you 
trust. And manage expectations on timing. We 

did have a few delays we didn’t expect.”
The renovation has cost £350,000 so far, 

funded by the sale of their existing house, 
savings and a mortgage. When funds allow, Tom 
and Lettie hope to add a full-length colonnade 
to the south side of the bungalow, leading off 
the kitchen/dining room and snug, to create a 
covered area so outdoor space can be used year 
round. This colonnade would also help mitigate 
overheating during the warmer summer months. 

“Holding off on the colonnade was a hard 
choice, as it’s a part of the design we loved, but 
we will come back to it,” says Tom. “What we 
love now is the light, the innovative and cool 
bits of design that make it unique, like the 
doÀ�eÀs] the y oÜ] the vact it½s �ust Àight voÀ ouÀ 
family. Being as sustainable as we could afford 
was very important too.”

“The angled 
windows make 
the building look 
really innovative 
and striking from 
the outside”

PLANNING CONSULTANT
Debra Slade, Draycott 
Chartered Surveyors 
draycotts.co.uk

QUANTITY SURVEYOR
Peter Grant 
pgrant202@gmail.com

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
Scott Boote
about.me/scottboote
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was a basic loft space, used previously for 
storage, the roof height was raised to 1.2m. 
The additional roof height also allowed for more 
internal space to upgrade the thermal properties 
of the house.

This major alteration meant structural 
engineer Scott Boote was brought on board to 
calculate what additional support was needed 
so the timber structural frame could take the 
additional weight.

Tom and Lettie say that the “bedroom 
benches” are one of their favourite features, 
along with the large skylight on the landing that 
brings in both natural daylight and views of stars.

They also love the huge kitchen window, which 
looks over the garden. Six of the original window 
openings, in the kitchen, dining and living 
s«aces] «lus one o«ening in the gÀound y ooÀ 
bedroom/snug, were pulled down to ground 
level to maximise the garden, and increase the 
natural daylight drawn into the home.

That quaint bungalow has been replaced with 
a modern, striking home that feels warm and 
inviting. Tom and Lettie admit that when they 
started out on this full-scale renovation they 
were daunted by the prospect and wondered if 
they were really doing the right thing. “But once 
we had a quote, our builders were amazing,” 
says Tom. “They gave us a quote, and 100% 
stuck to it while delivering an excellent product. 
It’s so important to work with people who you 
trust. And manage expectations on timing. We 

did have a few delays we didn’t expect.”
The renovation has cost £350,000 so far, 

funded by the sale of their existing house, 
savings and a mortgage. When funds allow, Tom 
and Lettie hope to add a full-length colonnade 
to the south side of the bungalow, leading off 
the kitchen/dining room and snug, to create a 
covered area so outdoor space can be used year 
round. This colonnade would also help mitigate 
overheating during the warmer summer months. 

“Holding off on the colonnade was a hard 
choice, as it’s a part of the design we loved, but 
we will come back to it,” says Tom. “What we 
love now is the light, the innovative and cool 
bits of design that make it unique, like the 
doÀ�eÀs] the y oÜ] the vact it½s �ust Àight voÀ ouÀ 
family. Being as sustainable as we could afford 
was very important too.”

“The angled 
windows make 
the building look 
really innovative 
and striking from 
the outside”

PLANNING CONSULTANT
Debra Slade, Draycott 
Chartered Surveyors 
draycotts.co.uk

QUANTITY SURVEYOR
Peter Grant 
pgrant202@gmail.com

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
Scott Boote
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A chance to design their own home from scratch in their favourite part 
of London was far too good an opportunity to pass up for Lily Wood and 
her family
TEXT CAROL BURNS IMAGES PHIL COFFEY

A HOUSE OF TWO 
HALVES

CASE STUDY
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adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore 
et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea 
commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit 
in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 
Excepteur sint.

LOREM IPSUM DOLOR SIT AMET
consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod dolore magna 
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation 
ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit 
esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint 

occaecat cu«idatat non «Àoident] sunt in cul«a µui ovfi cia 
deserunt mollit anim id est laborumLorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore et 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in 
voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 
Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in 
cul«a µui ovfi cia deseÀunt �ollit ani� id est laLoÀu�° �oÀe� 
ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit.

EXTERIOR
The exterior of the house from 
the front
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When Lily and Rob Wood began a hunt 
for a home in need of renovation to 
make their own, they ended up with a 

plot of land just a few minutes away from their 
existing home with an uninhabitable cottage 
that gave them the chance to design a bespoke 
family home in Barnes.

“With a growing family, we wanted to upsize 
without moving out of the area,” says Lily, who 
is an interior designer. “But the options within 
Barnes at the time were limited and prohibitively 
expensive. The sweet but uninhabitable cottage 
that once stood here was attractive for its 
detached plot, proximity to the school our 
children were attending and the potential it 
presented for us to design our own home.” 

But this perfect plot came with many 
challenges. After seeing the property in 2019, 
it was another two years before building work 
began on the site and a further year before they 
could move in with their three children: sons 
Joshua and Leo and daughter Marlowe. 

“We had a challenging experience with the 
council, having to deal with frequently changing 
case ovfi ceÀs Üith vaÀying de�ands] Ühich 
meant that the application approval was rather 
painstaking and certainly lengthy. Once the 
demolition had been executed, we ran into 
further delays with party wall agreements, before 
we would eventually begin the excavation and 
build in March 2021.” 

The frustrating delays in the planning process 
meant the building reached a critical point 
at the height of the Covid pandemic. “To be 
honest, the whole planning process was a very 
frustrating period whereby avoidable delays, 
frequent goalpost moving and unreasonable 
requests cost us, our contractors, architects 

and neighbours unnecessary money, time and 
nuisance. Agreeing contracts, sourcing 
products and suppliers and managing the 
programme in the height of the pandemic was 
also less than ideal.” 

The family had previously only undertaken 
cosmetic changes, such as bathrooms and 
kitchens in their former homes. But throughout 
all the delays, work was going on in designing 
the house, which was conceived by Phil Coffey 
of Coffey Architects with his cues coming from 
the original 1930s facade and the unique aspect 
of the house facing down a garden belt at the 
rear. “The concept was to remain unassuming 
and respectful to the architectural precedence 
of the surrounding houses,” adds Lily, “while 
delivering an unexpected modern architectural 
punch upon entry.” Architect Coffey describes
it as an ‘Alice in Wonderland’ feel to entering 
the house.

Coffey Architects’ brief relied on three 
key aspects: a distinctive geometry, a palette 
of earthy materials, and a high level of 
craftsmanship to complement the clients’ 
Àefi ned taste° 

The resulting four storey house incorporates 
a �asteÀ suite on the to« y ooÀ] thÀee vuÀtheÀ 
LedÀoo�s and tÜo LathÀoo�s on the fi Àst y ooÀ 
and the main living space/kitchen/dining room 
on the gÀound y ooÀ] Üith a study] Loot Àoo�] 
toilet and LutleÀ½s «antÀy° /he loÜeÀ gÀound y ooÀ 
veatuÀes a y eÝiLle �ovieÉguestÉgy� Àoo� «lus 
living room, bar, utility, plant room, and toilet. 
The back of the house looks out onto multi-
levelled landscaped gardens.

“I’m inspired by a lot of Australian architecture 
and interior design. While we have neither the 
lateral plots or weather here in London, we 

HIGH POINT
“The site was a few 
minutes from where we 
were living at the time of 
the build, and round the 
corner from the children’s 
school, which meant that 
I could pop in frequently 
(much to the builders’ 
delight). Consequently, I 
could monitor progress 
and really appreciate 
both the milestone 
moments and the daily 
attention to detail. The 
day I came in to see the 
staircase in all its glory 
was one to remember!”

EXTERIOR
View of the house from the garden

EXTERIOR
"utdooÀ seating aÀound a fi Àe

INTERIOR
The lower ground features a bar

LOW POINT
“The whole planning 
process was a very 
frustrating period 
whereby avoidable 
delays, frequent 
goalpost moving and 
unreasonable requests 
cost us, our contractors, 
architects and neighbours 
unnecessary money, time 
and nuisance.”

still had the opportunity with this new build to 
bring in a sense of expanse and connection to 
the outdoors as well as play with shape, which 
� fi nd so eneÀgising aLout �odeÀn inteÀioÀs° 7e 
achieved this by working to repeated angles, 
introducing large format glazing in all directions 
and carving out double and triple height spaces 
for ‘wow factor’.” 

The house sits in a modest cul de sac of 1930s 
semis. The family didn’t want to replicate the 
existing design or create a house that stood 
out like a sore thumb. “We value modesty 
and privacy, but we also wanted to take full 
advantage of the rare opportunity to design a 
detached new build in London,” adds Lily. 

The pre-existing house was a one-off cottage 
built by the owners of the neighbouring house, 
who had carved up their plot to build a home 
for their only daughter. She lived there her entire 
life before selling to the Wood family in 2019. As 
a result, the house had a unique standing and 
style within the street, which was honoured in 
the new design by Coffey Architects.

The front facade references the original 
cottage, matching the pitch and the three 
windows with a simple square face, the design of 
which blends into the street in scale and design. 
But the rear of the property takes on a much 
more modern aspect. Designed at a projecting 
angle, to draw the eye down the row of gardens 
beyond, it orients it away from the neighbours 
on either side. “This introduces plentiful light 
to the living spaces without compromising our 
neighbours’ privacy,” says Lily. “Essentially, 
despite being a new build, the house is the sum 
of two parts!

“The exterior of the house is not exactly what 
Üe had in �ind° � y iÀt LetÜeen sy��etÀical 

and elegant Georgian architecture and modern 
minimalism in my preferred design aesthetic, 
so the almost ‘twee’ front with its unusual trio 
of small windows (a nod to its previous life) and 
its staggered pentagonal rear, was never on the 
original vision board!” Lily continues. “That said, 
it perfectly achieves our design objective of a 
smart and stylish home that is never fussy and 
always welcoming.” 

As a new home there were plenty of 
opportunities to incorporate sustainable 
building techniques and materials, as well as 
create a healthy home, particularly important 
as Lily and her younger son have asthma. The 
house is rendered and very well insulated, runs 
off air source heat pumps, is fully electric and 
heated via Üet undeÀy ooÀ heating° /heÀe is also 
integrated air conditioning in parts of the house 
for ultimate comfort. 

“The natural clay from Clayworks was the 
starting point for my design intent for the 
interiors,” says Lily. “I knew I wanted to treat the 

“The exterior 
perfectly achieves 
our design objective 
of a smart and 
stylish home that 
is never fussy and 
always welcoming”

The kitchen The living and dining space

The living space looks out on to 
the landscaped garden
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When Lily and Rob Wood began a hunt 
for a home in need of renovation to 
make their own, they ended up with a 

plot of land just a few minutes away from their 
existing home with an uninhabitable cottage 
that gave them the chance to design a bespoke 
family home in Barnes.

“With a growing family, we wanted to upsize 
without moving out of the area,” says Lily, who 
is an interior designer. “But the options within 
Barnes at the time were limited and prohibitively 
expensive. The sweet but uninhabitable cottage 
that once stood here was attractive for its 
detached plot, proximity to the school our 
children were attending and the potential it 
presented for us to design our own home.” 

But this perfect plot came with many 
challenges. After seeing the property in 2019, 
it was another two years before building work 
began on the site and a further year before they 
could move in with their three children: sons 
Joshua and Leo and daughter Marlowe. 

“We had a challenging experience with the 
council, having to deal with frequently changing 
case ovfi ceÀs Üith vaÀying de�ands] Ühich 
meant that the application approval was rather 
painstaking and certainly lengthy. Once the 
demolition had been executed, we ran into 
further delays with party wall agreements, before 
we would eventually begin the excavation and 
build in March 2021.” 

The frustrating delays in the planning process 
meant the building reached a critical point 
at the height of the Covid pandemic. “To be 
honest, the whole planning process was a very 
frustrating period whereby avoidable delays, 
frequent goalpost moving and unreasonable 
requests cost us, our contractors, architects 

and neighbours unnecessary money, time and 
nuisance. Agreeing contracts, sourcing 
products and suppliers and managing the 
programme in the height of the pandemic was 
also less than ideal.” 

The family had previously only undertaken 
cosmetic changes, such as bathrooms and 
kitchens in their former homes. But throughout 
all the delays, work was going on in designing 
the house, which was conceived by Phil Coffey 
of Coffey Architects with his cues coming from 
the original 1930s facade and the unique aspect 
of the house facing down a garden belt at the 
rear. “The concept was to remain unassuming 
and respectful to the architectural precedence 
of the surrounding houses,” adds Lily, “while 
delivering an unexpected modern architectural 
punch upon entry.” Architect Coffey describes
it as an ‘Alice in Wonderland’ feel to entering 
the house.

Coffey Architects’ brief relied on three 
key aspects: a distinctive geometry, a palette 
of earthy materials, and a high level of 
craftsmanship to complement the clients’ 
Àefi ned taste° 

The resulting four storey house incorporates 
a �asteÀ suite on the to« y ooÀ] thÀee vuÀtheÀ 
LedÀoo�s and tÜo LathÀoo�s on the fi Àst y ooÀ 
and the main living space/kitchen/dining room 
on the gÀound y ooÀ] Üith a study] Loot Àoo�] 
toilet and LutleÀ½s «antÀy° /he loÜeÀ gÀound y ooÀ 
veatuÀes a y eÝiLle �ovieÉguestÉgy� Àoo� «lus 
living room, bar, utility, plant room, and toilet. 
The back of the house looks out onto multi-
levelled landscaped gardens.

“I’m inspired by a lot of Australian architecture 
and interior design. While we have neither the 
lateral plots or weather here in London, we 

HIGH POINT
“The site was a few 
minutes from where we 
were living at the time of 
the build, and round the 
corner from the children’s 
school, which meant that 
I could pop in frequently 
(much to the builders’ 
delight). Consequently, I 
could monitor progress 
and really appreciate 
both the milestone 
moments and the daily 
attention to detail. The 
day I came in to see the 
staircase in all its glory 
was one to remember!”

EXTERIOR
View of the house from the garden

EXTERIOR
"utdooÀ seating aÀound a fi Àe

INTERIOR
The lower ground features a bar

LOW POINT
“The whole planning 
process was a very 
frustrating period 
whereby avoidable 
delays, frequent 
goalpost moving and 
unreasonable requests 
cost us, our contractors, 
architects and neighbours 
unnecessary money, time 
and nuisance.”

still had the opportunity with this new build to 
bring in a sense of expanse and connection to 
the outdoors as well as play with shape, which 
� fi nd so eneÀgising aLout �odeÀn inteÀioÀs° 7e 
achieved this by working to repeated angles, 
introducing large format glazing in all directions 
and carving out double and triple height spaces 
for ‘wow factor’.” 

The house sits in a modest cul de sac of 1930s 
semis. The family didn’t want to replicate the 
existing design or create a house that stood 
out like a sore thumb. “We value modesty 
and privacy, but we also wanted to take full 
advantage of the rare opportunity to design a 
detached new build in London,” adds Lily. 

The pre-existing house was a one-off cottage 
built by the owners of the neighbouring house, 
who had carved up their plot to build a home 
for their only daughter. She lived there her entire 
life before selling to the Wood family in 2019. As 
a result, the house had a unique standing and 
style within the street, which was honoured in 
the new design by Coffey Architects.

The front facade references the original 
cottage, matching the pitch and the three 
windows with a simple square face, the design of 
which blends into the street in scale and design. 
But the rear of the property takes on a much 
more modern aspect. Designed at a projecting 
angle, to draw the eye down the row of gardens 
beyond, it orients it away from the neighbours 
on either side. “This introduces plentiful light 
to the living spaces without compromising our 
neighbours’ privacy,” says Lily. “Essentially, 
despite being a new build, the house is the sum 
of two parts!

“The exterior of the house is not exactly what 
Üe had in �ind° � y iÀt LetÜeen sy��etÀical 

and elegant Georgian architecture and modern 
minimalism in my preferred design aesthetic, 
so the almost ‘twee’ front with its unusual trio 
of small windows (a nod to its previous life) and 
its staggered pentagonal rear, was never on the 
original vision board!” Lily continues. “That said, 
it perfectly achieves our design objective of a 
smart and stylish home that is never fussy and 
always welcoming.” 

As a new home there were plenty of 
opportunities to incorporate sustainable 
building techniques and materials, as well as 
create a healthy home, particularly important 
as Lily and her younger son have asthma. The 
house is rendered and very well insulated, runs 
off air source heat pumps, is fully electric and 
heated via Üet undeÀy ooÀ heating° /heÀe is also 
integrated air conditioning in parts of the house 
for ultimate comfort. 

“The natural clay from Clayworks was the 
starting point for my design intent for the 
interiors,” says Lily. “I knew I wanted to treat the 

“The exterior 
perfectly achieves 
our design objective 
of a smart and 
stylish home that 
is never fussy and 
always welcoming”

The kitchen The living and dining space

The living space looks out on to 
the landscaped garden
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house top to bottom, wall to ceiling with the 
same breathable, ununiform, calming texture 
and it has not disappointed.”

The house strikes a balance between open 
plan living and answering the demands of 
modern family life, offering spaces that vary in 
openness, privacy, and scale. One of the wow 
factors comes from the triple-height atrium and 
forms a central, sculptural stair that connects the 
lower levels. 

The design for the atrium on entering the 
house meant losing square footage in favour 
of visual impact. “Not your typical approach 
to designing a family space in London,
but it felt crucial,” says Lily of the decision to 
sacÀifi ce s«ace voÀ design° º/he sense ov light 
and space around you is at the heart of this 
building’s purpose. This can be appreciated 
throughout, whereby manipulated levels, 
extended glazing and generous voids prioritise 
visual impact. 

“The site was a few minutes from where we 
were living at the time of the build, and round 
the corner from the children’s school, which 
meant that I could pop in frequently (much to 
the builders’ delight). Consequently, I could 
monitor progress and really appreciate both the 
milestone moments and the daily attention to 
detail. The day I came in to see the staircase in 
all its glory was one to remember!”

Lily describes the interior as a palette of 
quiet luxury. “I think the house is a true 
Àey ection ov �y design aesthetic and ouÀ 
family’s lifestyle in London. I wanted the house 
to Le a «lace ov cal�] Leauty and Àefi ne�ent] 
but in a relatively casual way. You want to feel 
relaxed in a beautiful space, not overwhelmed 
with fussy details or overly stimulating colours. 

/he «alette and selection ov fi nishes aÀe 
intentionally restrained, speaking the same 
volume throughout the house,” she explains. 

The use of ecru, black and green is repeated 
throughout (apart from the movie room, where 
a plush merlot velvet sectional felt almost 
compulsory). The neutral and saturated colours 
acÀoss the vouÀ y ooÀs hel« to cÀeate a sense ov 
sophisticated calm and a consistent identity for 
the whole house. The strong architectural lines 
are softened with curved furniture and fabrics 
such as bouclé, velvet and linen to create a more 
‘homely’ vibe. 

“The house is fairly open plan but with 
hidden moments dotted all over,” Lily continues. 
º/his kee«s the «lace light and y eÝiLle° �oÀ 
example, a dressing room and a guest bed 
tucked behind mirrored doors, a gym and 
extensive storage hidden behind a timber wall 
in the movie room and the messy kitchen/pantry 
Lehind y ush caLinetÀy dooÀs in the �ain kitchenÉ
dining space.

“The simple exterior of the front with 
restrained windows provides a sense of modesty 
while the angular architecture of the exterior 
�i�ics that ov the inteÀioÀ layout] y ooÀ«lans] 
joinery and lighting. It was all conceived as 
one,” she adds. “The degree of those angles 
are repeated throughout and all the interior 
decisions and furnishings have been carefully 
curated to honour that. Where right degree 
angles and square walls would have been 
easier to construct, to utilise storage space 
and organise furniture, it would have been 
detrimental to the design intent of this 
building, so design and honour won over ease 
and speed!”

The black framed large-scale windows face 
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/he house is fi lled Üith angles
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The master suite

into a stunning garden planted with jasmine, 
ferns, hydrangeas and pittosporum and 
anchored by a mature cherry blossom 
and Amelanchier trees. “Green was the 
predetermined backdrop colour to all the living 
spaces and therefore, the natural choice for the 
accent furnishings too,” explains Lily. 

One of their favourite elements is the simplest. 
“We introduced planters to the perimeter of 
the primary bedroom terrace which sits slightly 
higheÀ than the y ooÀ level ov the LedÀoo�° /he 
effect of this is not only complete privacy but 
year-round interest in seasonal planting with 
their beautiful colours and scents, it’s a joy to 
wake up to.”

One of the brave choices Lily made was to 
walk away from their original architect, mostly 
down to delays in planning. “When we met 
Phil we were encouraged by his passion and 
conviction, which is what we felt we needed 
to make the most of this rare opportunity to 
design our own home from scratch in London,” 
she says. “We wanted a comfortable family 
home that afforded us privacy and practicality 
for family life but also make a statement from a 
design perspective and be a hospitable ‘party 
house’, if you will, for us and our children, for 
years to come. 

“The shape and openness of the house was 
the original and singular concept of Phil Coffey, 
we didn’t deviate from that, trusting him to 

design a striking building with its relationship 
with light at the crux. The interior architecture 
conceptualised by Phil and his colleagues was 
further developed by my interior design. We 
made a good team!”

So what would Lily and her family advise 
anyone else looking to undergo such a 
challenging project? “Spiralling costs and 
considerable demand for builders and special 
trades mean embarking on a big renovation or 
neÜ Luild «Ào�ect is �oÀe than eveÀ a signifi cant 
commitment of money, time and pressure,” she 
says. “My biggest advice would be to plan and 
specify as much as possible in advance, don’t try 
and run before you can walk! We all want to get 
the guys onsite ASAP but if you are not prepared 
by way of budgeting, programme, decisions 
on layout] s«ecifi cations] «Àovisions] style etc° 
then ultimately, you are going to be the one 
holding things up and paying through the nose 
for it. You’ll need to make hundreds of decisions 
under pressure and the better prepared you are, 
the less stressful and more cost-effective your 
project will run.” 

But her family are clear it was worth all the 
evvoÀt° º/he y ooÀ to ceiling] Üall to Üall glaâing 
on the fi Àst y ooÀ is tÀaced Ly a Les«oke sova in a 
forest green velvet. Sitting here feels like you’re 
sitting in the garden, thanks to the projection 
of the design, and is my favourite spot for a 
morning coffee.”

BATHROOM
A freestanding bath sits under 
the sloped roof

FAVOURITE 
FEATURE
“I fell in love with the 
Jurassic Green marble 
from the Amazon in 
	Àaâil at fi Àst sightt �t½s so 
unusual, textured and 
moody, I knew it would 
be the ultimate feature 
piece for the kitchen and 
the bar. The steam shower 
has become a great friend 
to me too, I can highly 
recommend installing one 
of those if you can!”
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house top to bottom, wall to ceiling with the 
same breathable, ununiform, calming texture 
and it has not disappointed.”

The house strikes a balance between open 
plan living and answering the demands of 
modern family life, offering spaces that vary in 
openness, privacy, and scale. One of the wow 
factors comes from the triple-height atrium and 
forms a central, sculptural stair that connects the 
lower levels. 

The design for the atrium on entering the 
house meant losing square footage in favour 
of visual impact. “Not your typical approach 
to designing a family space in London,
but it felt crucial,” says Lily of the decision to 
sacÀifi ce s«ace voÀ design° º/he sense ov light 
and space around you is at the heart of this 
building’s purpose. This can be appreciated 
throughout, whereby manipulated levels, 
extended glazing and generous voids prioritise 
visual impact. 

“The site was a few minutes from where we 
were living at the time of the build, and round 
the corner from the children’s school, which 
meant that I could pop in frequently (much to 
the builders’ delight). Consequently, I could 
monitor progress and really appreciate both the 
milestone moments and the daily attention to 
detail. The day I came in to see the staircase in 
all its glory was one to remember!”

Lily describes the interior as a palette of 
quiet luxury. “I think the house is a true 
Àey ection ov �y design aesthetic and ouÀ 
family’s lifestyle in London. I wanted the house 
to Le a «lace ov cal�] Leauty and Àefi ne�ent] 
but in a relatively casual way. You want to feel 
relaxed in a beautiful space, not overwhelmed 
with fussy details or overly stimulating colours. 

/he «alette and selection ov fi nishes aÀe 
intentionally restrained, speaking the same 
volume throughout the house,” she explains. 

The use of ecru, black and green is repeated 
throughout (apart from the movie room, where 
a plush merlot velvet sectional felt almost 
compulsory). The neutral and saturated colours 
acÀoss the vouÀ y ooÀs hel« to cÀeate a sense ov 
sophisticated calm and a consistent identity for 
the whole house. The strong architectural lines 
are softened with curved furniture and fabrics 
such as bouclé, velvet and linen to create a more 
‘homely’ vibe. 

“The house is fairly open plan but with 
hidden moments dotted all over,” Lily continues. 
º/his kee«s the «lace light and y eÝiLle° �oÀ 
example, a dressing room and a guest bed 
tucked behind mirrored doors, a gym and 
extensive storage hidden behind a timber wall 
in the movie room and the messy kitchen/pantry 
Lehind y ush caLinetÀy dooÀs in the �ain kitchenÉ
dining space.

“The simple exterior of the front with 
restrained windows provides a sense of modesty 
while the angular architecture of the exterior 
�i�ics that ov the inteÀioÀ layout] y ooÀ«lans] 
joinery and lighting. It was all conceived as 
one,” she adds. “The degree of those angles 
are repeated throughout and all the interior 
decisions and furnishings have been carefully 
curated to honour that. Where right degree 
angles and square walls would have been 
easier to construct, to utilise storage space 
and organise furniture, it would have been 
detrimental to the design intent of this 
building, so design and honour won over ease 
and speed!”

The black framed large-scale windows face 
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INTERIOR
/he house is fi lled Üith angles

BEDROOM
The master suite

into a stunning garden planted with jasmine, 
ferns, hydrangeas and pittosporum and 
anchored by a mature cherry blossom 
and Amelanchier trees. “Green was the 
predetermined backdrop colour to all the living 
spaces and therefore, the natural choice for the 
accent furnishings too,” explains Lily. 

One of their favourite elements is the simplest. 
“We introduced planters to the perimeter of 
the primary bedroom terrace which sits slightly 
higheÀ than the y ooÀ level ov the LedÀoo�° /he 
effect of this is not only complete privacy but 
year-round interest in seasonal planting with 
their beautiful colours and scents, it’s a joy to 
wake up to.”

One of the brave choices Lily made was to 
walk away from their original architect, mostly 
down to delays in planning. “When we met 
Phil we were encouraged by his passion and 
conviction, which is what we felt we needed 
to make the most of this rare opportunity to 
design our own home from scratch in London,” 
she says. “We wanted a comfortable family 
home that afforded us privacy and practicality 
for family life but also make a statement from a 
design perspective and be a hospitable ‘party 
house’, if you will, for us and our children, for 
years to come. 

“The shape and openness of the house was 
the original and singular concept of Phil Coffey, 
we didn’t deviate from that, trusting him to 

design a striking building with its relationship 
with light at the crux. The interior architecture 
conceptualised by Phil and his colleagues was 
further developed by my interior design. We 
made a good team!”

So what would Lily and her family advise 
anyone else looking to undergo such a 
challenging project? “Spiralling costs and 
considerable demand for builders and special 
trades mean embarking on a big renovation or 
neÜ Luild «Ào�ect is �oÀe than eveÀ a signifi cant 
commitment of money, time and pressure,” she 
says. “My biggest advice would be to plan and 
specify as much as possible in advance, don’t try 
and run before you can walk! We all want to get 
the guys onsite ASAP but if you are not prepared 
by way of budgeting, programme, decisions 
on layout] s«ecifi cations] «Àovisions] style etc° 
then ultimately, you are going to be the one 
holding things up and paying through the nose 
for it. You’ll need to make hundreds of decisions 
under pressure and the better prepared you are, 
the less stressful and more cost-effective your 
project will run.” 

But her family are clear it was worth all the 
evvoÀt° º/he y ooÀ to ceiling] Üall to Üall glaâing 
on the fi Àst y ooÀ is tÀaced Ly a Les«oke sova in a 
forest green velvet. Sitting here feels like you’re 
sitting in the garden, thanks to the projection 
of the design, and is my favourite spot for a 
morning coffee.”

BATHROOM
A freestanding bath sits under 
the sloped roof

FAVOURITE 
FEATURE
“I fell in love with the 
Jurassic Green marble 
from the Amazon in 
	Àaâil at fi Àst sightt �t½s so 
unusual, textured and 
moody, I knew it would 
be the ultimate feature 
piece for the kitchen and 
the bar. The steam shower 
has become a great friend 
to me too, I can highly 
recommend installing one 
of those if you can!”
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In recent years, structural timber has 
emerged as the material of choice for 
an increasing number of self-builders 

across the UK. There are lots of reasons 
behind this surge in popularity, not 
least the fact that this is one of the most 
environmentally responsible ways of 
building a house. 

With its low embodied carbon and 
being a sustainable material, not to 
mention its carbon capture properties, 
timber frame construction is most 
defi nitely a gÀeat choice voÀ those avteÀ 
a method of building that has minimal 
impact on the world around us. 

As we see timber construction 
methods being used in over a quarter 
of all new homes nationally, there’s 
never been a better time to consider the 
Lenefi ts this veÀsatile �ateÀial can LÀing 
to your self-build project.

THE TIMBER ADVANTAGE
Building with structural timber offers 
multiple advantages that align perfectly 
with the needs and aspirations of today’s 
self-builders. Firstly, timber construction 
delivers exceptional environmental 
credentials. As a renewable resource 
­Üith ty«ically fi ve tÀees Leing «lanted 
for every tree farmed) that actively stores 
carbon, timber helps reduce the carbon 
voot«Àint ov youÀ Luild signifi cantly° 
For every cubic metre of timber used 
instead of alternative materials, you’ll 
save approximately one tonne of carbon 
dioxide emissions.

Structural timber solutions make 
highly eneÀgy evfi cient Luildings easieÀ 
by placing larger amounts of insulation 
into the timber structural elements. 
This means your home will require less 
energy to heat, reducing both your 
environmental impact and your energy 
bills for decades to come.

Speed is another compelling 
advantage. With much of the fabrication 
taking place in factory-controlled 
conditions, structural timber frames 

can typically be erected onsite in under 
tÜo Üeeks° /his signifi cantly Àeduces 
overall project timelines and minimises 
the disruption often associated with 
traditional construction methods.

Any structural method created in a 
factory away from the building site 
comes under the bracket of offsite 
manufacture. It is a broad term covering 
a number of options, namely timber 
frame, Structural Insulated Panel Systems 
­-�*s® and oak vÀa�e] all Lenefi ting 
from short construction timescales and 
guaranteed build quality. 

OFFSITE MANUFACTURE EXPLAINED
Intelligent, integrated construction 
systems such as closed panel timber 
frame and SIPs are now driving 
innovation in the timber industry, giving 
you more choice.

Fundamentally, offsite construction 
describes structural systems that are 
factory-manufactured to an advanced 
level to allow for onsite assembly 
(as opposed to construction) via 
controlled installation processes. 
Exact levels of prefabrication can vary, 
vÀo� vactoÀy�fi tted insulation and 
pre-cut service channels through to 
panels that come complete with windows 
and doors already installed. Even 
inteÀnal fi nishes and eÝteÀnal cladding 
can be pre-applied.

CUSTOM-BUILD: A GROWING OPPORTUNITY
While full self-builds remain popular, 
Üe½Àe seeing signifi cant gÀoÜth in 
the custom-build sector, where small 
and medium-sized developers are 
cÀeating sche�es ov fi ve to {ä units° 
These developments allow individuals 
to customise their homes without 
taking on the full responsibility of a 
traditional self-build.

This approach is gaining momentum 
partly due to recent legislation requiring 
local authorities to meet demand from 
self-build registers, which has improved 
planning prospects for custom-build 
developments. Additionally, these 
«Ào�ects ovten Lenefi t vÀo� eÝe�«tions 
such as the Community Infrastructure 
�evy] �aking the� fi nancially attÀactive 
for both developers and buyers.

FINANCING YOUR TIMBER FRAME PROJECT
One persistent myth is that securing 
mortgages for timber frame construction 
is divfi cult° /o Le aLsolutely cleaÀ] 
this is no longer the case. Mainstream 
lenders now readily provide mortgages 
for timber frame homes, recognising 
the material’s proven performance 
and longevity.

The mortgage landscape has evolved 
signifi cantly to acco��odate �odeÀn 
construction methods. Specialist 
providers like BuildStore now offer 
innovative �oÀtgage «Àoducts s«ecifi cally 
designed for self-builders using 
structural timber systems. These include 
‘accelerator mortgages’ which release 
funds before build stages are completed 
– a crucial advantage when working with 
offsite construction methods that require 
upfront payments.

Perhaps most encouragingly, 
these s«ecialised fi nance o«tions aÀe 
incÀeasingly availaLle to fi Àst�ti�e LuyeÀs° 
With products offering up to 95% 
fi nance voÀ Loth land and Luild costs] 
timber frame construction has become 
accessible to a much wider audience.

Andrew Orriss of the Structural Timber Association (STA) looks at timber as a 
sustainable, low-carbon building choice, increasingly popular among UK 
selv�LuildeÀs voÀ its enviÀon�ental and «Àactical Lenefi ts°

Structural timber: 
a smart choice 

STRUCTURAL COMPONENTS
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In recent years, structural timber has 
emerged as the material of choice for 
an increasing number of self-builders 

across the UK. There are lots of reasons 
behind this surge in popularity, not 
least the fact that this is one of the most 
environmentally responsible ways of 
building a house. 

With its low embodied carbon and 
being a sustainable material, not to 
mention its carbon capture properties, 
timber frame construction is most 
defi nitely a gÀeat choice voÀ those avteÀ 
a method of building that has minimal 
impact on the world around us. 

As we see timber construction 
methods being used in over a quarter 
of all new homes nationally, there’s 
never been a better time to consider the 
Lenefi ts this veÀsatile �ateÀial can LÀing 
to your self-build project.

THE TIMBER ADVANTAGE
Building with structural timber offers 
multiple advantages that align perfectly 
with the needs and aspirations of today’s 
self-builders. Firstly, timber construction 
delivers exceptional environmental 
credentials. As a renewable resource 
­Üith ty«ically fi ve tÀees Leing «lanted 
for every tree farmed) that actively stores 
carbon, timber helps reduce the carbon 
voot«Àint ov youÀ Luild signifi cantly° 
For every cubic metre of timber used 
instead of alternative materials, you’ll 
save approximately one tonne of carbon 
dioxide emissions.

Structural timber solutions make 
highly eneÀgy evfi cient Luildings easieÀ 
by placing larger amounts of insulation 
into the timber structural elements. 
This means your home will require less 
energy to heat, reducing both your 
environmental impact and your energy 
bills for decades to come.

Speed is another compelling 
advantage. With much of the fabrication 
taking place in factory-controlled 
conditions, structural timber frames 

can typically be erected onsite in under 
tÜo Üeeks° /his signifi cantly Àeduces 
overall project timelines and minimises 
the disruption often associated with 
traditional construction methods.

Any structural method created in a 
factory away from the building site 
comes under the bracket of offsite 
manufacture. It is a broad term covering 
a number of options, namely timber 
frame, Structural Insulated Panel Systems 
­-�*s® and oak vÀa�e] all Lenefi ting 
from short construction timescales and 
guaranteed build quality. 

OFFSITE MANUFACTURE EXPLAINED
Intelligent, integrated construction 
systems such as closed panel timber 
frame and SIPs are now driving 
innovation in the timber industry, giving 
you more choice.

Fundamentally, offsite construction 
describes structural systems that are 
factory-manufactured to an advanced 
level to allow for onsite assembly 
(as opposed to construction) via 
controlled installation processes. 
Exact levels of prefabrication can vary, 
vÀo� vactoÀy�fi tted insulation and 
pre-cut service channels through to 
panels that come complete with windows 
and doors already installed. Even 
inteÀnal fi nishes and eÝteÀnal cladding 
can be pre-applied.

CUSTOM-BUILD: A GROWING OPPORTUNITY
While full self-builds remain popular, 
Üe½Àe seeing signifi cant gÀoÜth in 
the custom-build sector, where small 
and medium-sized developers are 
cÀeating sche�es ov fi ve to {ä units° 
These developments allow individuals 
to customise their homes without 
taking on the full responsibility of a 
traditional self-build.

This approach is gaining momentum 
partly due to recent legislation requiring 
local authorities to meet demand from 
self-build registers, which has improved 
planning prospects for custom-build 
developments. Additionally, these 
«Ào�ects ovten Lenefi t vÀo� eÝe�«tions 
such as the Community Infrastructure 
�evy] �aking the� fi nancially attÀactive 
for both developers and buyers.

FINANCING YOUR TIMBER FRAME PROJECT
One persistent myth is that securing 
mortgages for timber frame construction 
is divfi cult° /o Le aLsolutely cleaÀ] 
this is no longer the case. Mainstream 
lenders now readily provide mortgages 
for timber frame homes, recognising 
the material’s proven performance 
and longevity.

The mortgage landscape has evolved 
signifi cantly to acco��odate �odeÀn 
construction methods. Specialist 
providers like BuildStore now offer 
innovative �oÀtgage «Àoducts s«ecifi cally 
designed for self-builders using 
structural timber systems. These include 
‘accelerator mortgages’ which release 
funds before build stages are completed 
– a crucial advantage when working with 
offsite construction methods that require 
upfront payments.

Perhaps most encouragingly, 
these s«ecialised fi nance o«tions aÀe 
incÀeasingly availaLle to fi Àst�ti�e LuyeÀs° 
With products offering up to 95% 
fi nance voÀ Loth land and Luild costs] 
timber frame construction has become 
accessible to a much wider audience.

Andrew Orriss of the Structural Timber Association (STA) looks at timber as a 
sustainable, low-carbon building choice, increasingly popular among UK 
selv�LuildeÀs voÀ its enviÀon�ental and «Àactical Lenefi ts°

Structural timber: 
a smart choice 
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QUALITY IS GUARANTEED
Manufacturing sites have stringent 
quality control processes and procedures 
in place which ensures the precision 
manufacture of the structural elements, 
making sure you get a modern, 
high-performance structural envelope 
for your new home.

The STA’s Assure scheme also plays an 
i�«oÀtant Àole in «Àoviding confi dence 
to lenders and insurers. Our Bronze, 
Silver, and Gold accreditation levels 
offer reassurance regarding the quality 
and standards maintained by our 
member companies, further streamlining 
the fi nance «Àocess voÀ selv�LuildeÀs 
choosing timber.

EARLY COLLABORATION: THE KEY TO SUCCESS
One of the most valuable lessons we’ve 
learned from successful timber projects 
is the importance of early collaboration. 
Engaging with architects, suppliers, 
and potential lenders from the very 
beginning of your journey delivers 
signifi cant Lenefi ts°

When timber construction is integrated 
into the design from the outset, rather 
than Leing ÀetÀofi tted into «lans oÀiginally 
conceived for masonry construction, 
the Àesult is a �oÀe evfi cient and cost�
effective build. Early decisions about the 
stÀuctuÀal syste� iny uence eveÀything 

from foundation design to insulation 
strategy, so making informed choices 
at the beginning can prevent costly 
changes later.

Early engagement also helps align 
your design aspirations with practical 
considerations such as budget 
constraints and lender requirements. 
Different timber systems – whether 
open panel, closed panel, SIPs – offer 
divveÀent Lenefi ts] and the o«ti�al choice 
de«ends on youÀ s«ecifi c «ÀioÀities 
regarding thermal performance, speed 
ov constÀuction] and design y eÝiLility°

Scheduling and costing are more 
predictable with offsite construction as 
the design and planning are all carried 
out with precision before any systems 
reach site. Onsite installation of panels is 

a prepared process making it more timely 
than traditional building methods. 

THE FUTURE IS TIMBER
�ooking ahead] Üe eÝ«ect to see 
continued growth in structural timber 
usage across both self-build and volume 
housebuilding sectors. This growth 
will be driven by increasing 
environmental awareness, the 
�oveÀn�ent½s vaLÀic�fi Àst agenda] and 
the «Àoven «eÀvoÀ�ance Lenefi ts ov 
modern timber construction methods.

The evidence from Scotland, where 
timber frame construction dominates 
the market despite challenging weather 
conditions, demonstrates the material’s 
versatility and durability. As the rest 
of the UK catches up, self-builders are 
ideally «ositioned to Lenefi t vÀo� the 
ongoing innovations in structural 
timber systems.

By choosing timber for your self-build 
project, you’re not just creating a home 
that½s eneÀgy�evfi cient] sustainaLle] and 
quick to construct – you’re also joining a 
growing movement that’s transforming 
how we build in the UK, creating 
healthier, more sustainable homes for 
generations to come.

Andrew Orriss is CEO at the Structural 
Timber Association (STA)

STRUCTURAL COMPONENTS   BUILDING ENVELOPE
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QUALITY IS GUARANTEED
Manufacturing sites have stringent 
quality control processes and procedures 
in place which ensures the precision 
manufacture of the structural elements, 
making sure you get a modern, 
high-performance structural envelope 
for your new home.

The STA’s Assure scheme also plays an 
i�«oÀtant Àole in «Àoviding confi dence 
to lenders and insurers. Our Bronze, 
Silver, and Gold accreditation levels 
offer reassurance regarding the quality 
and standards maintained by our 
member companies, further streamlining 
the fi nance «Àocess voÀ selv�LuildeÀs 
choosing timber.

EARLY COLLABORATION: THE KEY TO SUCCESS
One of the most valuable lessons we’ve 
learned from successful timber projects 
is the importance of early collaboration. 
Engaging with architects, suppliers, 
and potential lenders from the very 
beginning of your journey delivers 
signifi cant Lenefi ts°

When timber construction is integrated 
into the design from the outset, rather 
than Leing ÀetÀofi tted into «lans oÀiginally 
conceived for masonry construction, 
the Àesult is a �oÀe evfi cient and cost�
effective build. Early decisions about the 
stÀuctuÀal syste� iny uence eveÀything 

from foundation design to insulation 
strategy, so making informed choices 
at the beginning can prevent costly 
changes later.

Early engagement also helps align 
your design aspirations with practical 
considerations such as budget 
constraints and lender requirements. 
Different timber systems – whether 
open panel, closed panel, SIPs – offer 
divveÀent Lenefi ts] and the o«ti�al choice 
de«ends on youÀ s«ecifi c «ÀioÀities 
regarding thermal performance, speed 
ov constÀuction] and design y eÝiLility°

Scheduling and costing are more 
predictable with offsite construction as 
the design and planning are all carried 
out with precision before any systems 
reach site. Onsite installation of panels is 

a prepared process making it more timely 
than traditional building methods. 

THE FUTURE IS TIMBER
�ooking ahead] Üe eÝ«ect to see 
continued growth in structural timber 
usage across both self-build and volume 
housebuilding sectors. This growth 
will be driven by increasing 
environmental awareness, the 
�oveÀn�ent½s vaLÀic�fi Àst agenda] and 
the «Àoven «eÀvoÀ�ance Lenefi ts ov 
modern timber construction methods.

The evidence from Scotland, where 
timber frame construction dominates 
the market despite challenging weather 
conditions, demonstrates the material’s 
versatility and durability. As the rest 
of the UK catches up, self-builders are 
ideally «ositioned to Lenefi t vÀo� the 
ongoing innovations in structural 
timber systems.

By choosing timber for your self-build 
project, you’re not just creating a home 
that½s eneÀgy�evfi cient] sustainaLle] and 
quick to construct – you’re also joining a 
growing movement that’s transforming 
how we build in the UK, creating 
healthier, more sustainable homes for 
generations to come.

Andrew Orriss is CEO at the Structural 
Timber Association (STA)

Choosing to install an air source heat pump is a great way to improve your energy ef� ciency. It can help 
provide valuable security against rising energy prices whilst meeting your heating needs. Our staff can advise 
on the different solutions available, identifying the right heat pump for your property. Providing systems that not 

only meet the required industry standards, but help you take advantage of all the bene� ts renewable energy has 
to offer. We are MCS accredited and offer an insurance backed warranty through HIES. We are approved 
installers of Samsung, Vaillant, Eco Forest, Mitsubishi and Midea heat pumps. A £7,500 Grant is available 

through the Boiler Upgrade Scheme for the installation of a new heat pump which we can assist with.

www.princeslhs.ltd/renewables   |   www.lowcarbonhomesystems.co.uk

Air source heat pumps: renewable energy for your home

Tesla Powerwall 2 
from Princes LHS Ltd

Princes LHS Ltd are a Tesla Powerwall Certi� ed Installer based in Shropshire who 
can offer a customised solar-plus-battery solution enabling you to access the free, 
abundant power of the sun and reduce your reliance on fossil fuels. With Powerwall 
you can store solar energy generated during the day for use any time. The Powerwall 
has a whole home back up facility to protect your home from grid outages and 
can also be charged from the grid to take advantage of cheaper smart tariffs.

Call us on 01691 624336 for installation advice or to request 
a survey.

www.tesla-powerwall.co.uk
www.lowcarbonhomesystems.co.uk
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�loLal su««lieÀ ov Àooy ights] Brett Martin has released its new Marlon R Glaze Roof Glazing Panels, 
providing the ideal weather protection for creating your perfect outdoor space. Manufactured from 
i�«act�Àesistant «olycaÀLonate] �aÀlon , �laâe «anels have a sleek and glass�like fi nish �aking 
them the ideal glazing solution for canopies and pergolas. The new Marlon R Glaze panels provide a 
gÀeat Üay to unÜind and ÀelaÝ in the vÀesh aiÀ] Ühilst deliveÀing shade voÀ hotteÀ cli�ates and shelteÀ 
in ÜetteÀ enviÀon�ents° /he highly Àesistant «olycaÀLonate «anels also include a co�eÝtÀuded 16 
protection layer so that you can enjoy the outdoors whilst being protected from the harmful effects of 
the sun° /he neÝt geneÀation ov tÀans«aÀent Àoofi ng] �aÀlon , �laâe «anels aÀe lightÜeight and ovveÀ 
easy installation° ƂvailaLle u« to siÝ �etÀes in length] they can Le secuÀed diÀectly to ÀavteÀs 
using only screws, without the need for additional glazing bars or special tools to deliver a highly 
«Àovessional fi nish° �anuvactuÀed vÀo� Î �� thick «Àe�iu� «olycaÀLonate] �aÀlon , �laâe «anels 
«Àovide a highly ÀoLust cano«y glaâing o«tion° Ƃs Üell as a cleaÀ o«tion voÀ �aÝi�u� light] the 
panels are available in grey for solar control and opal for diffused light. Robin Black, head of strategic 
development at Brett Martin commented: “We are thrilled to be introducing the new Marlon R Glaze 
,oov *anels to ouÀ Àange° /he «anels aÀe designed to deliveÀ �aÝi�u� value to ho�eoÜneÀ°»

daylight@brettmartin.com   www.brettmartin.com/plastic-sheets/our-products/product/marlon_r_glaze

Optimise your outdoor living space with Marlon R Glaze

Keller is known for innovative designs, and 
a vast «alette ov colouÀ] fi nish and �ateÀial 
options. A new range of bronze-framed 
s�oked glass units in Î� divveÀent siâes has 
been developed for modern, stylist kitchen 
schemes; they are designed to emulate 
hotel chic and elegant industrial interiors, 
especially in Japandi style. Also available 
are complementary new bronze handless 
«Àofi les and �atching handle° /i«�onÉ«ush 
to open options for the ultra-sleek look 
included in the range. Keller is well known 

voÀ ovveÀing the Üidest Àange ov colouÀs ­Ó]äxä  
-® and fi nishes along 
with a vast range of cabinet options, all produced by the most sustainable 
means possible.

www.kellerkitchens.com

Bronze framed glass cabinets from Keller
Stelrad has introduced a new quicker 
turnaround service for the supply of some 
of its radiators in colour.

Initially this new rapid turnaround service 
will apply to the popular Column and 
Concord ranges, and to the Classic Towel 
Rail, Caliente and Concord towel rail 
products when ordered in one of the now 
xx standaÀd ,Ƃ� colouÀs and fi nishes Üithin 
the huge range of radiators available – that’s 
a signifi cant incÀease oveÀ the «Àevious ÎÓ 

oÀ Îx colouÀ o«tions° /he lead ti�e has Leen Àeduced vÀo� the cuÀÀent 
eight weeks to up to 14 days. Further improvements and additions will be 
announced in due course.

0800 876 6813   www.stelradprofessional.com

Quicker delivery for Stelrad coloured radiators
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From structural planning and detailed 
budgeting to sourcing materials 
and managing timelines, building or 

renovating your dream home is a delicate 
balancing act that can bring a multitude 
of headaches. But it can feel incredibly 
rewarding too. Years of careful planning 
and hands-on effort come together, 
culminating in a home that’s truly your 
oÜn° 
veÀy detail evvoÀtlessly Àey ects the 
design intent and lifestyle you’ve spent 
so long defi ning° Ƃnd as stunning vocal 
points that greet guests at every avenue, 
your front, internal and garage doors 
contribute greatly to this picture. 

�v it½s youÀ fi Àst ti�e undeÀtaking a 
self-build project, you might presume 
doors are simply an aesthetic detail to be 
decided on later. Yet their role extends 
far beyond appearance alone. Shaping 

how your space performs as much as 
hoÜ it looks] they can defi ne y ooÀ«lans] 
manage thresholds, support acoustic and 
thermal performance, enhance security, 
and even iny uence hoÜ light �oves 
thÀough the ho�e° Ƃnd Üith caÀevul 
«lanning eaÀly on] you can unlock theiÀ 
full potential in your build with ease. 

CONFIGURATION COMES FIRST
When specifying your doors, their 
confi guÀation is the �ost cÀucial 
consideration of all. More than a stylistic 
choice] it «lays a defi ning Àole in sha«ing 
your home’s architectural narrative 
and diÀectly iny uences hoÜ you �ove 
through and experience each space. 
�Ào� y eÝiLle Livolds that ovveÀ «Àivacy 
Üithout LÀeaking y oÜ] to vull�height 
doors that create awe-inspiring grandeur, 

each choice i�«acts the y oÜ and veel ov 
your home.

For self-builders, these decisions need 
to take «lace eaÀly on] as aÀchitects] 
builders and interior designers must 
consideÀ youÀ chosen confi guÀations 
in structural plans and construction 
processes. If they’re not considered up 
vÀont] you Àisk having to co�«Ào�ise 
later, whether that’s losing out on a 
desired design feature or facing costly 
ÀeÜoÀks° 9ou only get one chance to 
build the structure that supports the 
impact you’re aiming for. 

*ocket dooÀs aÀe a «Ài�e eÝa�«le° 
/hanks to theiÀ stÀiking aesthetics] 
clever functionality and space-saving 
Lenefi ts] gaining you an aveÀage ov 
10 ft2 ov additional y ooÀ s«ace co�«aÀed 
to traditional hinged doors, they’re a 

�euÀen½s �an 
huLL shaÀes hoÜ s«ecivying dooÀs eaÀly unlocks LetteÀ design 
choices] avoids co�«Ào�ise and kee«s youÀ selv�Luild a�Litions on tÀack°

Designing with doors 
in mind

INSULATION   INTERIORS
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From structural planning and detailed 
budgeting to sourcing materials 
and managing timelines, building or 

renovating your dream home is a delicate 
balancing act that can bring a multitude 
of headaches. But it can feel incredibly 
rewarding too. Years of careful planning 
and hands-on effort come together, 
culminating in a home that’s truly your 
oÜn° 
veÀy detail evvoÀtlessly Àey ects the 
design intent and lifestyle you’ve spent 
so long defi ning° Ƃnd as stunning vocal 
points that greet guests at every avenue, 
your front, internal and garage doors 
contribute greatly to this picture. 

�v it½s youÀ fi Àst ti�e undeÀtaking a 
self-build project, you might presume 
doors are simply an aesthetic detail to be 
decided on later. Yet their role extends 
far beyond appearance alone. Shaping 

how your space performs as much as 
hoÜ it looks] they can defi ne y ooÀ«lans] 
manage thresholds, support acoustic and 
thermal performance, enhance security, 
and even iny uence hoÜ light �oves 
thÀough the ho�e° Ƃnd Üith caÀevul 
«lanning eaÀly on] you can unlock theiÀ 
full potential in your build with ease. 

CONFIGURATION COMES FIRST
When specifying your doors, their 
confi guÀation is the �ost cÀucial 
consideration of all. More than a stylistic 
choice] it «lays a defi ning Àole in sha«ing 
your home’s architectural narrative 
and diÀectly iny uences hoÜ you �ove 
through and experience each space. 
�Ào� y eÝiLle Livolds that ovveÀ «Àivacy 
Üithout LÀeaking y oÜ] to vull�height 
doors that create awe-inspiring grandeur, 

each choice i�«acts the y oÜ and veel ov 
your home.

For self-builders, these decisions need 
to take «lace eaÀly on] as aÀchitects] 
builders and interior designers must 
consideÀ youÀ chosen confi guÀations 
in structural plans and construction 
processes. If they’re not considered up 
vÀont] you Àisk having to co�«Ào�ise 
later, whether that’s losing out on a 
desired design feature or facing costly 
ÀeÜoÀks° 9ou only get one chance to 
build the structure that supports the 
impact you’re aiming for. 

*ocket dooÀs aÀe a «Ài�e eÝa�«le° 
/hanks to theiÀ stÀiking aesthetics] 
clever functionality and space-saving 
Lenefi ts] gaining you an aveÀage ov 
10 ft2 ov additional y ooÀ s«ace co�«aÀed 
to traditional hinged doors, they’re a 

�euÀen½s �an 
huLL shaÀes hoÜ s«ecivying dooÀs eaÀly unlocks LetteÀ design 
choices] avoids co�«Ào�ise and kee«s youÀ selv�Luild a�Litions on tÀack°

Designing with doors 
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fi À� vavouÀite° �oÜeveÀ] Lecause they 
slide into a concealed cavity Üithin the 
Üall] the suÀÀounding stÀuctuÀe needs to 
Le caÀevully designed to acco��odate 
the� vÀo� the outset° 7hile they can 
Le installed Üithin stud Üalls as the 
Luild «ÀogÀesses] necessaÀy alloÜances 
need to Le �ade long LevoÀe those Üalls 
aÀe constÀucted°

/he sa�e goes voÀ eÝtÀa Üide dooÀs° 
/hese can cÀeate a stÀiking sense ov 
y oÜ and o«enness] �aking s«aces 
veel �oÀe geneÀous and connected° 
	ut ÀetÀofi tting ÜideÀ s«ans isn½t alÜays 
«ossiLle once the vÀa�eÜoÀk is in «lace] 
so iv adeµuate stÀuctuÀal o«enings 
haven½t Leen vactoÀed in eaÀly on] 
youÀ o«tions Üill Le li�ited lateÀ° 
aÀly 
«lanning is theÀevoÀe key iv you Üant vull 
cÀeative vÀeedo�°

SHAPING STYLES & MATERIALS
�ateÀials aÀe eÝ«Àessive choices that 
connect aÀchitectuÀal naÀÀatives and 
LÀeathe tÀue�to�you chaÀacteÀ thÀoughout 
eveÀy coÀneÀ ov youÀ ho�e° Ƃnd avteÀ 
«utting so �uch thought into the Àest 
ov youÀ Luild] it �akes sense to choose 
dooÀs that aÀe eµually consideÀed q not 
standaÀd oÀ �ade�to��easuÀe add�ons] 
Lut Leautivully Les«oke and aligned Üith 
youÀ aÀchitectuÀal vision°

Ƃ �ini�alist inteÀioÀ �ight call voÀ y ush 

dooÀs in Àich] daÀk veneeÀs oÀ stÀiking 
vull�height designs that �iÀÀoÀ Üall 
«anelling° ƂlteÀnatively] natuÀal oak 
oÀ Üalnut q ÜaÀ�] tactile and ti�eless 
q can LÀing an undeÀstated luÝuÀy to 
Loth classic and conte�«oÀaÀy s«aces° 
�v eccentÀicity is �oÀe youÀ voÀte] 
�es�eÀising �etallics] luÝuÀy leatheÀs 
and Lold designeÀ vaLÀics could Le 
the «eÀvect touch to add di�ension 
and «eÀsonality°


aÀly «lanning invites the �ost cÀeative 
vÀeedo�] ensuÀing youÀ dooÀs sea�lessly 
elevate youÀ design ÀatheÀ than ÜoÀk 
aÀound it° /hat said] even iv decisions 
co�e lateÀ in the «Àocess] Les«oke 
o«tions still «Àovide «lenty ov sco«e to 
cÀeate so�ething uniµuely youÀs°

FINISHING TOUCHES WITH FIXTURES & FITTINGS
7hile fi ÝtuÀes and fi ttings aÀe ovten 
tÀeated as an avteÀthought] these 
co�«onents aÀe integÀal to the dooÀ½s 
oveÀall «eÀvoÀ�ance] design cohesion 
and useÀ eÝ«eÀience° �Ào� handles to 
hinges to latches] they should Le «aÀt ov 
the «lanning «Àocess too°

/houghtvully selected haÀdÜaÀe can 
heighten the luÝuÀy ov any dooÀ] tuÀning 
a si�«le �echanis� into an eÝµuisite 
design state�ent° Ƃ �atte Llack leveÀ 
on a Üalnut leav] LÀushed LÀass detailing 
«aiÀed Üith a sovt neutÀal fi nish] oÀ a 

�ini�alist Àecessed «ull on a sliding 
syste� q each co�Lination contÀiLutes 
to the ho�e½s oveÀall tone° 	ut it½s not 
�ust aLout looks° �nnovative haÀdÜaÀe 
q such as concealed hinges] �agnetic 
catches and vactoÀy�Àouted latch kee«s 
q enhances Loth vunction and voÀ�] 
kee«ing lines clean and «eÀvoÀ�ance 
high in eveÀy detail° 

LEVERAGE EXPERTISE TO ELEVATE
7ith so �any �oving «aÀts to navigate] 
collaLoÀating Üith tÀusted s«ecialists 
«ays dividends thÀoughout the selv�
Luild «Àocess° 9ouÀ chosen «aÀtneÀ 
shouldn½t only Le confi dent in deliveÀing 
a technically eÝce«tional] aesthetically 
«eeÀless and y aÜlessly vunctioning 
«Àoduct° /hey should undeÀstand 
youÀ «Ào�ect inside out and Le aLle to 
integÀate evvoÀtlessly into youÀ tea� too° 

	y LÀinging this seasoned eÝ«eÀtise 
and unÜaveÀing co��it�ent] they can 
hel« guide youÀ vision and «Àevent 
costly and ÀestÀictive oveÀsights vÀo� 
di�inishing the «otential ov youÀ «Ào�ect° 
/his is the kind ov invest�ent that tuÀns 
a�Lition into achieve�ent] and takes 
youÀ selv�Luild to heights you neveÀ 
thought «ossiLle°

Ian Chubb is managing director 
at Deuren

CuÀÀent gaÀden tÀends aÀe seeing 
a stÀong vocus on Llending 
luÝuÀy Üith sustainaLility] cÀeating 

outdooÀ aÀeas that aÀe Loth stylish and 
vunctional° �eatuÀes like decoÀative and 
Àetaining Üalls hel« defi ne s«aces] Ühile 
teÝtuÀe] colouÀ and «atteÀn add chaÀacteÀ 
q all ov Ühich is sovtened Ly «lanting voÀ a 
Leautivul] outdooÀ s«ace°

MAXIMISE SPACE IN YOUR GARDEN DESIGN
-�aÀt layouts aÀe sha«ing gaÀden 
design tÀends] hel«ing selv�LuildeÀs �ake 
the �ost ov eveÀy coÀneÀ° "Àna�ental 
veatuÀe Üalls can Le used to «aÀtition 
s«aces oÀ cÀeate «Àivacy° 7alls have 
the added Lenefi t ov cÀeating a save 
s«ace voÀ childÀen and «ets] Ühile also 

Àeducing noise vÀo� neaÀLy Àoads°
�oÀ slo«ing «lots] use �oÀtaÀless 

Àetaining Üalls to Luild tieÀs and cÀeate 
usaLle s«ace° -elv�LuildeÀs can also 
use �oÀtaÀless Àetaining Üalls to �ake 
«Àactical Àaised Leds oÀ save s«ace and 
incÀease vunctionality Ly integÀating a 
stylish Luilt�in seating aÀea° /hose Üith 
young childÀen could even consideÀ 
adding a slide voÀ a vun Üay to âi« vÀo� 
one level to anotheÀt

GARDEN ZONING IDEAS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING
ƂvteÀ deciding on a layout] selv�LuildeÀs 
should take ti�e to think aLout hoÜ 
they½ll use each «aÀt ov the s«ace° 
leveÀ 
design cÀeates distinct âones] each 
Üith a divveÀent use° "utdooÀ Àoo�s oÀ 

«aÀtially coveÀed aÀeas Üill take ovv this 
yeaÀ° "utdooÀ heating] lighting and all�
ÜeatheÀ vuÀnituÀe ensuÀe youÀ gaÀden is 
usaLle in all seasons°

,etÀeat s«aces aÀe �oÀe i�«oÀtant 
than eveÀ in today½s vast�«aced ÜoÀld] 
so Ühy not cÀeate a cal�ing sanctuaÀy oÀ 
�editation âone¶ /his can Le achieved 
Ly Luilding a dedicated µuiet] shady 
coÀneÀ Üith veatuÀes like a ÜateÀ veatuÀe] 
oÀ co�voÀtaLle lounge seating°

�oÀ socialising] veatuÀes like an outdooÀ 
kitchen oÀ 		+ s«ace alloÜ voÀ alvÀesco 
dining] Ühile sunken fi Àe «its �ean the 
gaÀden can Le used avteÀ the sun goes 
doÜn° -i�ilaÀly] outdooÀ �acuââies oÀ hot 
tuLs add a Àeal touch ov luÝuÀy and aÀe a 
hit Üith adults and kids alike° 

/o hel« selv�LuildeÀs tÀansvoÀ� �uddy «lots into luscious gaÀden havens] 
Ƃnita �agee ov /oLeÀ�oÀe looks at the to« tÀends ins«iÀing gaÀden design°

Building your dream 
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�ntÀoducing BAL �evel *lus q a uniµue £�«aÀt oÀ Ó�«aÀt Àa«id�setting s�oothing and levelling co�«ound] 
alloÜing you to use it hoÜeveÀ you need it voÀ su«eÀ s�ooth y ooÀs «ÀioÀ to tiling° 	Ƃ� �evel *lus can Le 
used as a £�«aÀt �iÝ Üith ÜateÀ voÀ standaÀd installations oÀ as a Ó�«aÀt �iÝ Üith 	Ƃ� �evel *lus �iµuid 
lateÝ voÀ a �oistuÀe toleÀant levelling co�«ound voÀ �oÀe divfi cult suLstÀates° 1se Üith ÜateÀ voÀ good 
all�Àound «eÀvoÀ�ance on a nu�LeÀ ov co��on suLLases including concÀete] sand\ce�ent scÀeeds] 
anhydÀite scÀeeds] ce�entitious y oÜing scÀeeds] unglaâed tiles oÀ stone] and old tile adhesive Àesidues° 
Ƃs a one�«aÀt �iÝ] you can Luild 	Ƃ� �evel *lus u« vÀo� Ó �� to £Ó �� in Led de«th q Luild�u« to 
Îä �� Üith the addition ov aggÀegate° �oÀ a su«eÀioÀ enhanced «eÀvoÀ�ance] use 	Ƃ� �evel *lus as a 
Ó�«aÀt �iÝ Üith 	Ƃ� �evel *lus �iµuid lateÝ° 1se Üith 	Ƃ� �evel *lus �iµuid oveÀ «ÀoLle�atic suLstÀates 
such as y ooÀing gÀade Litu�en] y ooÀing gÀade as«halt] undeÀ�y ooÀ heating and heated scÀeeds] diÀect 
onto glaâed tiles] eÝisting vinyl tiles ­eÝcluding �6/®] and undeÀ �*�s q as «aÀt ov an Ƃ,�
8 �Àou« 
�oistuÀe contÀol syste�° 7hen used as a Ó�«aÀt �iÝ] 	Ƃ� �evel *lus can Le used vÀo� Ó �� to £ä �� 
Led de«th q oÀ iv you need to go dee«eÀ] it can Le Luilt u« to Îä �� Üith aggÀegate° 7hetheÀ you �iÝ 
Üith ÜateÀ oÀ lateÝ] 	Ƃ� �evel *lus gives you a long «ot live ov Óx �inutes and you can Le tiling in as 
little as tÜo houÀs voÀ vast�tÀack «Ào�ect co�«letion°

01782 591100   www.bal-adhesives.com

Choose the performance you need with new BAL Level Plus

Zest Wall Panels] «aÀt ov -Üish 	uilding *Àoducts] has announced an eÝtension to its Àange Üith 
the launch ov its neÜ conte�«oÀaÀy Ƃcoustic 7all *anels° �anuvactuÀed Üith Àeal Üood veneeÀs 
and Àigid] vully Àecycled «lastic Lacking] these stylish slatted Üall «anels aÀe s«ecifi cally designed to 
aLsoÀL noise and i�«Àove sound µuality° 7ith the Àeal Üood veneeÀ coveÀing all thÀee sides ov each 
slat] these «anels aÀe Leautivul vÀo� eveÀy angle° /hey aÀe availaLle in vouÀ ti�eless shades] 7ashed 
"ak] "iled "ak] Ƃsh �Àey] and 
onte�«oÀaÀy "ak] alloÜing the� to Llend sea�lessly into any style 
ov inteÀioÀ design° ƂvailaLle as single «anels and standing Ó°È � high] <est Ƃcoustic 7all *anels aÀe 
easy to install and ideally suited to Loth �odeÀn and oldeÀ «Ào«eÀties and any siâe and sha«e ov 
s«ace° ºƂn incÀease in custo�eÀ de�and voÀ a µuality «Àoduct] togetheÀ Üith a desiÀe to eÝtend ouÀ 
Àange led us to cÀeate ouÀ neÜ <est Ƃcoustic 7all «anels]» eÝ«lains 	Àian  eville] national account 
�anageÀ at <est° º"uÀ ai� is to ovveÀ a high s«ecifi cation Üall «anel Ühich Leautivully co�Lines style] 
suLstance] and sustainaLility° 7ith theiÀ stylish looks] industÀy leading acoustic µualities] and enviaLle 
sustainaLility cÀedentials] Üe Lelieve Üe have achieved this Üith ouÀ acoustic Üall «anels°» �uÀtheÀ 
invoÀ�ation aLout <est½s neÜ «Àe�iu� Ƃcoustic 7all *anels can Le vound Ly calling oÀ visiting the 
co�«any½s ÜeLsite°

01827 317 200   zestwallpanels.co.uk/wall-panels/acoustic-wall-panels

Zest unveils new range of acoustic wall panels
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fi À� vavouÀite° �oÜeveÀ] Lecause they 
slide into a concealed cavity Üithin the 
Üall] the suÀÀounding stÀuctuÀe needs to 
Le caÀevully designed to acco��odate 
the� vÀo� the outset° 7hile they can 
Le installed Üithin stud Üalls as the 
Luild «ÀogÀesses] necessaÀy alloÜances 
need to Le �ade long LevoÀe those Üalls 
aÀe constÀucted°

/he sa�e goes voÀ eÝtÀa Üide dooÀs° 
/hese can cÀeate a stÀiking sense ov 
y oÜ and o«enness] �aking s«aces 
veel �oÀe geneÀous and connected° 
	ut ÀetÀofi tting ÜideÀ s«ans isn½t alÜays 
«ossiLle once the vÀa�eÜoÀk is in «lace] 
so iv adeµuate stÀuctuÀal o«enings 
haven½t Leen vactoÀed in eaÀly on] 
youÀ o«tions Üill Le li�ited lateÀ° 
aÀly 
«lanning is theÀevoÀe key iv you Üant vull 
cÀeative vÀeedo�°

SHAPING STYLES & MATERIALS
�ateÀials aÀe eÝ«Àessive choices that 
connect aÀchitectuÀal naÀÀatives and 
LÀeathe tÀue�to�you chaÀacteÀ thÀoughout 
eveÀy coÀneÀ ov youÀ ho�e° Ƃnd avteÀ 
«utting so �uch thought into the Àest 
ov youÀ Luild] it �akes sense to choose 
dooÀs that aÀe eµually consideÀed q not 
standaÀd oÀ �ade�to��easuÀe add�ons] 
Lut Leautivully Les«oke and aligned Üith 
youÀ aÀchitectuÀal vision°

Ƃ �ini�alist inteÀioÀ �ight call voÀ y ush 

dooÀs in Àich] daÀk veneeÀs oÀ stÀiking 
vull�height designs that �iÀÀoÀ Üall 
«anelling° ƂlteÀnatively] natuÀal oak 
oÀ Üalnut q ÜaÀ�] tactile and ti�eless 
q can LÀing an undeÀstated luÝuÀy to 
Loth classic and conte�«oÀaÀy s«aces° 
�v eccentÀicity is �oÀe youÀ voÀte] 
�es�eÀising �etallics] luÝuÀy leatheÀs 
and Lold designeÀ vaLÀics could Le 
the «eÀvect touch to add di�ension 
and «eÀsonality°


aÀly «lanning invites the �ost cÀeative 
vÀeedo�] ensuÀing youÀ dooÀs sea�lessly 
elevate youÀ design ÀatheÀ than ÜoÀk 
aÀound it° /hat said] even iv decisions 
co�e lateÀ in the «Àocess] Les«oke 
o«tions still «Àovide «lenty ov sco«e to 
cÀeate so�ething uniµuely youÀs°

FINISHING TOUCHES WITH FIXTURES & FITTINGS
7hile fi ÝtuÀes and fi ttings aÀe ovten 
tÀeated as an avteÀthought] these 
co�«onents aÀe integÀal to the dooÀ½s 
oveÀall «eÀvoÀ�ance] design cohesion 
and useÀ eÝ«eÀience° �Ào� handles to 
hinges to latches] they should Le «aÀt ov 
the «lanning «Àocess too°

/houghtvully selected haÀdÜaÀe can 
heighten the luÝuÀy ov any dooÀ] tuÀning 
a si�«le �echanis� into an eÝµuisite 
design state�ent° Ƃ �atte Llack leveÀ 
on a Üalnut leav] LÀushed LÀass detailing 
«aiÀed Üith a sovt neutÀal fi nish] oÀ a 

�ini�alist Àecessed «ull on a sliding 
syste� q each co�Lination contÀiLutes 
to the ho�e½s oveÀall tone° 	ut it½s not 
�ust aLout looks° �nnovative haÀdÜaÀe 
q such as concealed hinges] �agnetic 
catches and vactoÀy�Àouted latch kee«s 
q enhances Loth vunction and voÀ�] 
kee«ing lines clean and «eÀvoÀ�ance 
high in eveÀy detail° 

LEVERAGE EXPERTISE TO ELEVATE
7ith so �any �oving «aÀts to navigate] 
collaLoÀating Üith tÀusted s«ecialists 
«ays dividends thÀoughout the selv�
Luild «Àocess° 9ouÀ chosen «aÀtneÀ 
shouldn½t only Le confi dent in deliveÀing 
a technically eÝce«tional] aesthetically 
«eeÀless and y aÜlessly vunctioning 
«Àoduct° /hey should undeÀstand 
youÀ «Ào�ect inside out and Le aLle to 
integÀate evvoÀtlessly into youÀ tea� too° 

	y LÀinging this seasoned eÝ«eÀtise 
and unÜaveÀing co��it�ent] they can 
hel« guide youÀ vision and «Àevent 
costly and ÀestÀictive oveÀsights vÀo� 
di�inishing the «otential ov youÀ «Ào�ect° 
/his is the kind ov invest�ent that tuÀns 
a�Lition into achieve�ent] and takes 
youÀ selv�Luild to heights you neveÀ 
thought «ossiLle°

Ian Chubb is managing director 
at Deuren

CuÀÀent gaÀden tÀends aÀe seeing 
a stÀong vocus on Llending 
luÝuÀy Üith sustainaLility] cÀeating 

outdooÀ aÀeas that aÀe Loth stylish and 
vunctional° �eatuÀes like decoÀative and 
Àetaining Üalls hel« defi ne s«aces] Ühile 
teÝtuÀe] colouÀ and «atteÀn add chaÀacteÀ 
q all ov Ühich is sovtened Ly «lanting voÀ a 
Leautivul] outdooÀ s«ace°

MAXIMISE SPACE IN YOUR GARDEN DESIGN
-�aÀt layouts aÀe sha«ing gaÀden 
design tÀends] hel«ing selv�LuildeÀs �ake 
the �ost ov eveÀy coÀneÀ° "Àna�ental 
veatuÀe Üalls can Le used to «aÀtition 
s«aces oÀ cÀeate «Àivacy° 7alls have 
the added Lenefi t ov cÀeating a save 
s«ace voÀ childÀen and «ets] Ühile also 

Àeducing noise vÀo� neaÀLy Àoads°
�oÀ slo«ing «lots] use �oÀtaÀless 

Àetaining Üalls to Luild tieÀs and cÀeate 
usaLle s«ace° -elv�LuildeÀs can also 
use �oÀtaÀless Àetaining Üalls to �ake 
«Àactical Àaised Leds oÀ save s«ace and 
incÀease vunctionality Ly integÀating a 
stylish Luilt�in seating aÀea° /hose Üith 
young childÀen could even consideÀ 
adding a slide voÀ a vun Üay to âi« vÀo� 
one level to anotheÀt

GARDEN ZONING IDEAS FOR OUTDOOR LIVING
ƂvteÀ deciding on a layout] selv�LuildeÀs 
should take ti�e to think aLout hoÜ 
they½ll use each «aÀt ov the s«ace° 
leveÀ 
design cÀeates distinct âones] each 
Üith a divveÀent use° "utdooÀ Àoo�s oÀ 

«aÀtially coveÀed aÀeas Üill take ovv this 
yeaÀ° "utdooÀ heating] lighting and all�
ÜeatheÀ vuÀnituÀe ensuÀe youÀ gaÀden is 
usaLle in all seasons°

,etÀeat s«aces aÀe �oÀe i�«oÀtant 
than eveÀ in today½s vast�«aced ÜoÀld] 
so Ühy not cÀeate a cal�ing sanctuaÀy oÀ 
�editation âone¶ /his can Le achieved 
Ly Luilding a dedicated µuiet] shady 
coÀneÀ Üith veatuÀes like a ÜateÀ veatuÀe] 
oÀ co�voÀtaLle lounge seating°

�oÀ socialising] veatuÀes like an outdooÀ 
kitchen oÀ 		+ s«ace alloÜ voÀ alvÀesco 
dining] Ühile sunken fi Àe «its �ean the 
gaÀden can Le used avteÀ the sun goes 
doÜn° -i�ilaÀly] outdooÀ �acuââies oÀ hot 
tuLs add a Àeal touch ov luÝuÀy and aÀe a 
hit Üith adults and kids alike° 

/o hel« selv�LuildeÀs tÀansvoÀ� �uddy «lots into luscious gaÀden havens] 
Ƃnita �agee ov /oLeÀ�oÀe looks at the to« tÀends ins«iÀing gaÀden design°

Building your dream 
outdoors
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TEXTURES, PATTERNS & NATURAL FINISHES
2025 is all about gardens that make a 
statement through landscaping. Be bold 
and experiment with different patterns, 
colours, sizes and even laying patterns 
to add a unique touch. 

Consider how to link the different 
elements of the garden. Gone are the 
days of drab grey pavers – today self-
builders can mix a wealth of materials, 
decoÀative fi nishes and ÜaÀ�eÀ] natuÀe�
inspired colour palettes for paving, patio 
areas and walling. 

Don’t be afraid to play with texture. 
Combine different materials like smooth 
slabs with textured natural stone-look 
concrete. This creates visual interest and 
can turn your patio or walkway into a 
statement feature. 

The same is true of colour. 
Co-ordinating tones and colours 
creates cohesion and ensures that 
haÀd landsca«ing y oÜs thÀoughout the 
garden. Alternatively, use contrast to 
create a dramatic, contemporary look.  

SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS & SMARTER DRAINAGE
83% of self-builders want to incorporate 
eco-friendly options into their plans. 
Outside the home, this means replacing 
traditional driveways and patio materials 
with sustainable options such as 
permeable paving.

Permeable paving is a type of 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) 
device that helps manage surface water 
Àun�ovv vÀo� Àain to «Àevent y ooding° �t 
ÜoÀks Ly sloÜing and fi lteÀing the ÜateÀ 
at the source by trapping and breaking 
down harmful pollutants within the stone.

�t co�es in a vaÀiety ov fi nishes and 
surfaces, so permeable paving can be 
tied into the design aesthetic of the 
ho�e° �t½s also viÀtually indistinguishaLle 
from standard block paving, meaning 
self-builders can mix and match, using 
permeable paving for driveways and 
larger patios, and standard paving for 
pathways where permeable paving may 
not be practical.

BLENDING PAVING WITH PLANTING
�ntegÀating gÀeeneÀy Üith «aving 
and walling creates a more natural, 
balanced garden design and helps 
create privacy. Use a mix of bold, 
sculptural plants, such as grasses or 
hydrangeas to create a statement. 
As with hard landscaping, consider 
how colour, pattern and texture will 
work together.

Decorative walling can form a 
perfect backdrop for tall and climbing 
plants like ivy, clematis or wisteria. 
Beds above retaining walls can be 
planted with trailing plants that tumble 

over the top, creating pools of colour. 
Vertical planting is also a great way to 
maximise smaller spaces. 

For sustainability, opt for native plants 
to create wildlife-friendly gardens. 
Plants that thrive in the UK climate 
require less water over the dryer 
summer months. They’ll also attract vital 
«ollinatoÀs such as Lees and LutteÀy ies° 
�ncoÀ«oÀating sensoÀy ele�ents like 
vÀagÀant y oÜeÀs] teÝtuÀed «lants and 
water features will also encourage 
nature and create tranquillity.

Ultimately, good design is about 
unlocking the potential of your outdoor 
space. Decorative and retaining walls 
can shape and zone a garden, creating 
beautiful, functional spaces suitable 
for year-round use. Playing with 
texture, colour and patterns as part of 
the hard landscaping design adds a 
depth and personality that truly mirrors 
the home. At the same time, permeable 
paving gives self-builders the chance 
to ensure solutions are sustainable 
too. Finally, softening the scheme with 
planting will create a space that 
balances form and function, and 
elevates your garden from good to 
truly great.

Anita Magee is a landscape architect 
& garden designer at Tobermore

For decades, home automation 
has «Ào�ised ease and evfi ciency° 
	ut eaÀly syste�s] Àeliant on fi Ýed 

schedules, timers and manual controls, 
often fell short of that vision. Fast 
forward to today, and the future of 
s�aÀt living is fi nally taking sha«e° Ƃt its 
heaÀt¶ �ntelligent] sensoÀ�Lased syste�s 
that respond to how we actually live – 
moment by moment.

These next-level solutions are 
designed to adapt in real time to human 
activity and environmental conditions. 
Whether it’s adjusting lighting based 
on the amount of natural daylight, 
regulating temperature with precision, or 
automating routines that once required 
several switches, today’s smart home is 
becoming more intuitive, responsive and 
evfi cient than eveÀ LevoÀe°

THE SHIFT FROM SCHEDULED TO SENSED
Traditional smart home setups typically 
followed a pre-programmed routine. 
Lights turn on at 6pm, heating kicks in 
at 7am, blinds close at sunset. While 
helpful, these systems were rigid. Life, 
however, is anything but.

Sensor-based systems, in contrast, 
react dynamically. Motion detectors, 
temperature sensors and daylight sensors 
allow your home to make decisions in 
Àeal ti�e° �v no one½s in the Àoo�] lights 
auto�atically di� oÀ tuÀn ovv° �v the sun 
is blazing through the windows, the 
heating «auses° �v you Üake u« in the 
middle of the night, soft lighting guides 
your path instead of blinding brightness. 
This adaptability enhances comfort while 
reducing unnecessary energy use.

COMFORT, EFFICIENCY & CONTROL

o�voÀt is the �ost i��ediate Lenefi t 
of a dynamic smart system. Take 
something as simple as night time 
lighting° �n �any �odeÀn ho�es] 
presence detectors in hallways, ensuites 
or landings can switch on low-level 
lighting at night° �nstead ov vu�Lling voÀ 
a switch, or being woken by harsh light, 
you move through softly lit spaces that 
match the time of day and your needs. 

During daylight hours, those same lights 
remain off entirely or brighten to an 
appropriate level, based on natural 
light levels.

From an energy perspective, the 
i�«act is signifi cant° ,oo�s aÀe only lit] 
heated or cooled when needed, which 
Àeduces consu�«tion Üithout sacÀifi cing 
comfort. Even something as seemingly 
small as dimming lights at certain times 
can contribute to noticeable energy 
savings over time, especially when every 
space in the home is working in harmony.

THE END OF THE SWITCH BANK
Nowhere is the power of sensor-based 
systems more evident than in open-plan 
spaces. Modern kitchen-living-dining 
areas often feature a dozen or more 
lighting circuits to create layered lighting 
effects. Traditionally, this required 
large, clunky switch banks, sometimes 
Àese�Lling ovfi ce contÀol «anels] Üith 
sticky notes reminding the homeowner 
what each switch does.

But with a well-planned smart system, 
that co�«leÝity disa««eaÀs° �nstead ov 

navigating 10 switches, homeowners 
can enjoy simple, intuitive scenes: a 
‘cooking’ setting for bright, focused 
light, a ‘dining’ setting for softer 
ambience or an ‘evening’ setting to 
unwind. One touch, or a voice command, 
is all it takes. And when it’s time to 
leave the room, or the house altogether, 
an ‘all off’ scene clears everything in 
one go.

�t½s this Llend ov si�«licity and contÀol 
that sets these systems apart. By keeping 
complexity behind the scenes and 
offering a clear, elegant interface, it 
allows homeowners to engage with smart 
tech on their own terms, without the 
learning curve.

BUILDING HOMES THAT THINK AHEAD
For those building or renovating 
their own homes, integrating smart 
systems early on brings even more 
value. Planning for sensor-based 
automation from the outset allows for 
sea�less integÀation] no ÀetÀofi tting] no 
co�«Ào�ises° �t ensuÀes the syste� is 
tailored to how the space will be used, 

Theben Automation’s Paul Foulkes explores how smart homes are moving 
beyond timers and schedules, embracing real-time, sensor-based automation 
voÀ gÀeateÀ co�voÀt] evfi ciency and intuitive living°

Smarter by design
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TEXTURES, PATTERNS & NATURAL FINISHES
2025 is all about gardens that make a 
statement through landscaping. Be bold 
and experiment with different patterns, 
colours, sizes and even laying patterns 
to add a unique touch. 

Consider how to link the different 
elements of the garden. Gone are the 
days of drab grey pavers – today self-
builders can mix a wealth of materials, 
decoÀative fi nishes and ÜaÀ�eÀ] natuÀe�
inspired colour palettes for paving, patio 
areas and walling. 

Don’t be afraid to play with texture. 
Combine different materials like smooth 
slabs with textured natural stone-look 
concrete. This creates visual interest and 
can turn your patio or walkway into a 
statement feature. 

The same is true of colour. 
Co-ordinating tones and colours 
creates cohesion and ensures that 
haÀd landsca«ing y oÜs thÀoughout the 
garden. Alternatively, use contrast to 
create a dramatic, contemporary look.  

SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS & SMARTER DRAINAGE
83% of self-builders want to incorporate 
eco-friendly options into their plans. 
Outside the home, this means replacing 
traditional driveways and patio materials 
with sustainable options such as 
permeable paving.

Permeable paving is a type of 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) 
device that helps manage surface water 
Àun�ovv vÀo� Àain to «Àevent y ooding° �t 
ÜoÀks Ly sloÜing and fi lteÀing the ÜateÀ 
at the source by trapping and breaking 
down harmful pollutants within the stone.

�t co�es in a vaÀiety ov fi nishes and 
surfaces, so permeable paving can be 
tied into the design aesthetic of the 
ho�e° �t½s also viÀtually indistinguishaLle 
from standard block paving, meaning 
self-builders can mix and match, using 
permeable paving for driveways and 
larger patios, and standard paving for 
pathways where permeable paving may 
not be practical.

BLENDING PAVING WITH PLANTING
�ntegÀating gÀeeneÀy Üith «aving 
and walling creates a more natural, 
balanced garden design and helps 
create privacy. Use a mix of bold, 
sculptural plants, such as grasses or 
hydrangeas to create a statement. 
As with hard landscaping, consider 
how colour, pattern and texture will 
work together.

Decorative walling can form a 
perfect backdrop for tall and climbing 
plants like ivy, clematis or wisteria. 
Beds above retaining walls can be 
planted with trailing plants that tumble 

over the top, creating pools of colour. 
Vertical planting is also a great way to 
maximise smaller spaces. 

For sustainability, opt for native plants 
to create wildlife-friendly gardens. 
Plants that thrive in the UK climate 
require less water over the dryer 
summer months. They’ll also attract vital 
«ollinatoÀs such as Lees and LutteÀy ies° 
�ncoÀ«oÀating sensoÀy ele�ents like 
vÀagÀant y oÜeÀs] teÝtuÀed «lants and 
water features will also encourage 
nature and create tranquillity.

Ultimately, good design is about 
unlocking the potential of your outdoor 
space. Decorative and retaining walls 
can shape and zone a garden, creating 
beautiful, functional spaces suitable 
for year-round use. Playing with 
texture, colour and patterns as part of 
the hard landscaping design adds a 
depth and personality that truly mirrors 
the home. At the same time, permeable 
paving gives self-builders the chance 
to ensure solutions are sustainable 
too. Finally, softening the scheme with 
planting will create a space that 
balances form and function, and 
elevates your garden from good to 
truly great.

Anita Magee is a landscape architect 
& garden designer at Tobermore

For decades, home automation 
has «Ào�ised ease and evfi ciency° 
	ut eaÀly syste�s] Àeliant on fi Ýed 

schedules, timers and manual controls, 
often fell short of that vision. Fast 
forward to today, and the future of 
s�aÀt living is fi nally taking sha«e° Ƃt its 
heaÀt¶ �ntelligent] sensoÀ�Lased syste�s 
that respond to how we actually live – 
moment by moment.

These next-level solutions are 
designed to adapt in real time to human 
activity and environmental conditions. 
Whether it’s adjusting lighting based 
on the amount of natural daylight, 
regulating temperature with precision, or 
automating routines that once required 
several switches, today’s smart home is 
becoming more intuitive, responsive and 
evfi cient than eveÀ LevoÀe°

THE SHIFT FROM SCHEDULED TO SENSED
Traditional smart home setups typically 
followed a pre-programmed routine. 
Lights turn on at 6pm, heating kicks in 
at 7am, blinds close at sunset. While 
helpful, these systems were rigid. Life, 
however, is anything but.

Sensor-based systems, in contrast, 
react dynamically. Motion detectors, 
temperature sensors and daylight sensors 
allow your home to make decisions in 
Àeal ti�e° �v no one½s in the Àoo�] lights 
auto�atically di� oÀ tuÀn ovv° �v the sun 
is blazing through the windows, the 
heating «auses° �v you Üake u« in the 
middle of the night, soft lighting guides 
your path instead of blinding brightness. 
This adaptability enhances comfort while 
reducing unnecessary energy use.

COMFORT, EFFICIENCY & CONTROL

o�voÀt is the �ost i��ediate Lenefi t 
of a dynamic smart system. Take 
something as simple as night time 
lighting° �n �any �odeÀn ho�es] 
presence detectors in hallways, ensuites 
or landings can switch on low-level 
lighting at night° �nstead ov vu�Lling voÀ 
a switch, or being woken by harsh light, 
you move through softly lit spaces that 
match the time of day and your needs. 

During daylight hours, those same lights 
remain off entirely or brighten to an 
appropriate level, based on natural 
light levels.

From an energy perspective, the 
i�«act is signifi cant° ,oo�s aÀe only lit] 
heated or cooled when needed, which 
Àeduces consu�«tion Üithout sacÀifi cing 
comfort. Even something as seemingly 
small as dimming lights at certain times 
can contribute to noticeable energy 
savings over time, especially when every 
space in the home is working in harmony.

THE END OF THE SWITCH BANK
Nowhere is the power of sensor-based 
systems more evident than in open-plan 
spaces. Modern kitchen-living-dining 
areas often feature a dozen or more 
lighting circuits to create layered lighting 
effects. Traditionally, this required 
large, clunky switch banks, sometimes 
Àese�Lling ovfi ce contÀol «anels] Üith 
sticky notes reminding the homeowner 
what each switch does.

But with a well-planned smart system, 
that co�«leÝity disa««eaÀs° �nstead ov 

navigating 10 switches, homeowners 
can enjoy simple, intuitive scenes: a 
‘cooking’ setting for bright, focused 
light, a ‘dining’ setting for softer 
ambience or an ‘evening’ setting to 
unwind. One touch, or a voice command, 
is all it takes. And when it’s time to 
leave the room, or the house altogether, 
an ‘all off’ scene clears everything in 
one go.

�t½s this Llend ov si�«licity and contÀol 
that sets these systems apart. By keeping 
complexity behind the scenes and 
offering a clear, elegant interface, it 
allows homeowners to engage with smart 
tech on their own terms, without the 
learning curve.

BUILDING HOMES THAT THINK AHEAD
For those building or renovating 
their own homes, integrating smart 
systems early on brings even more 
value. Planning for sensor-based 
automation from the outset allows for 
sea�less integÀation] no ÀetÀofi tting] no 
co�«Ào�ises° �t ensuÀes the syste� is 
tailored to how the space will be used, 

Theben Automation’s Paul Foulkes explores how smart homes are moving 
beyond timers and schedules, embracing real-time, sensor-based automation 
voÀ gÀeateÀ co�voÀt] evfi ciency and intuitive living°
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with presence detection, light-level 
sensing and temperature regulation 
designed to work together.

Homeowners also gain peace of 
mind. Systems can be programmed to 
simulate occupancy while you’re away, 
or to alert you if windows are open while 
the heating is on. The home becomes 

a responsive environment – not just 
automated, but intelligent.

ADAPTING TO EVERY LIFESTYLE
Importantly, these systems are not just 
for tech enthusiasts or luxury builds. 
The evolution of smart home technology 
means that sensor-based solutions 

are becoming increasingly accessible, 
scalable and user-friendly. Whether 
you’re a family wanting safer navigation 
at night, a couple looking to reduce 
energy bills or a home worker seeking 
to optimise your environment, dynamic 
automation offers a meaningful upgrade 
to everyday life.

A SMARTER KIND OF SIMPLICITY
�n a ÜoÀld incÀeasingly fi lled Üith 
distractions, the appeal of simplicity is 
growing. Ironically, the most advanced 
smart home systems are those that 
need less from us. They don’t require 
constant input or adjustment. They 
don’t rely on long instructions or 
complex apps. They work quietly in 
the background, making hundreds of 
micro-adjustments each day to keep 
the home just right.

-yste�s like �18",living Àey ect this 
shift, where smart really means seamless, 
and homes quietly anticipate our needs 
without demanding our attention. As 
more UK self-builders and renovators 
explore what’s possible, sensor-based 
automation is emerging as a must-have 
for homes that want to be ready not just 
for today but for the future.

Paul Foulkes is country manager at 
Theben Automation
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Anyone with timber decking would agree 
that it’s a good idea to care for it to ensure 
that it’s not only looking its best but is 
protected from the elements. However, 
knowing your oil from your cleaning product 
or your stain from your paint might feel 
a little daunting. V33 High Performance 
Decking Stain, V33 Colour Guard Decking 
Paint, V33 UV-Resistant Decking Oil and V33 
�igh *eÀvoÀ�ance �ecking "il vulfi l all these 
requirements. Before using any of them, the 
decking should be carefully prepared for 

fi nishing] «ÀeveÀaLly using 6ÎÎ /ough �eck 
lean E ,evive° /his y uid hel«s 
eliminate any greying effect, cleans off mould and mildew, and ensures the 
fi nishing «Àoduct can Le «Ào«eÀly a««lied°

info.uk@v33.com   www.v33.co.uk

Decking paint, stain or oil?
The The Selfbuilder website is an
online provider of past and present 
products and news items for all those 
involved in and working on a self-build 
project. www.sbhonline.co.uk is a 
one-stop source for all the latest press 
releases, providing visitors with access to 
information about products and services 
that they may require. From the website, 
you can fi nd links to digital issues that have 
live links to advertisers’ sites, as well as 
daily email alerts to keep you as informed 

as possible. You can also subcribe to receive regular copies of the printed 
and digital versions of the magazine, or sign up to the monthly The 
Selfbuilder newsletter.

www.sbhonline.co.uk
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Experts in bespoke glazing for new build and renovation projects.
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